we 4 


ot, 


a 
ergs UTES 
— va” oe Ae Be Ai Bh il itt he = 


e , oe 
‘pegs 
Uy 
_ _ 
+ ee 
6.9 ia) 
Vitae 
j Ala’ 
fr 4 
iL Ninn 
. “hee 
q 
ey 
- & 
é e 
eee 5 
> =-*> ' 
‘ 
af: ’ z 
“by 
“er 
' i 
7 i 
i 
ite. ; 
is 
“a 
is 3 
bs oe 
e : 


F La 


ae Gans. all 


o 1h 
St risa? nh ". A i 
Put ey, MC ay) uf 


LIBRARY 
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 
DAVIS 


@ R OGDEN COLLECTION 


Digitized by Google 


Digitized by Google 


STF ee TF ee ET | 


Digitized by Google 


LIBRARY 
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 
DAVIS 


<_ 
ny 


fla 


a Side dll 


—— 


es 


sTREATISE 


; 


VSVEVENEDE 


vat 
ce. < 
So ) 
> 


panieieia: Gaamaed 
a ® Saints Everl cling Rel 7 
eal 


Ete ee. 


THE 


OR, A 


& Of the Bleffed State of the SAINTS 


in their'enjoyment of G od in Glow. | 


Wherein is fhewed its Excellency and Certainty ; 
the Mifery of chofe that lofe it, the way to Attain it, 


and Aflurance of it; and how 3 live in the continual. 
delizhtful Forerafts of it, by the help of Meditation. 


Written by the Author for his own ufe, in the 
time of his languifhing , when God took him off 


from all Publike Imployment ; and.afterwards 
Preached in his weekly Lecture. . 


a  — 


By Ricua rb Baxter, Teacher: 
Of the Church of Kederminfter in Worcelter|bire.. 


nr My fic and my heart faileth ; but God is the (lrength of my heart, and my portion far 
ever, Pfal.73. 26. 

If its shis life onely we bave bopein Chrift, we are of ail men moft miferable, ¥ Coren5.09. 

aie | Set your affcctions on things above, and not on things on the Earth. For ye are dead, and 

our life is bid with Chrift in God. bon Chrift, who is our life, fall appear then [ball 

oe, ye alfo appear with bim in glory, Col.3.253,4- 

Pon | Becan(e I live, ye (hall live alfo, ‘John 14.19. 


Jan.15. 1649. Imprimatur, Joleph Caryl. . 


London,Printed by Rob. white, for Thomas Underhil and Francis Tyton, 
and are tobe fold at rhe Blue. Anchor and Bible in Pan/s Chjitch-yard, near the 
little North-door, and at the three Daggers in pices: iti 

she. lets Semlesse 16. $ oO. s x 
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Peeppenreciate mean 


To my dearly beloved Friends, th > 
« Inhabitants of. the Burrough ‘and Foreign : 


 KeD ERMINSTER, 


_ Both eae ‘aad — : 


_ My dex Friends, | | 
MBPOMRE either Tar a, labors Siete of iol 
Wee bike 4fe or worth , st us wmboally (t ing A uot 
Ee onely }-yours. eAnd Tum convinced hy Pro-' 
IR vidence, That it ts the Will af God x “peuké : 
GES This. I clearly dicerned in my firf 
Bacevny coming to yon, i my former abode with; 98 . | 
am. and inghe time of my forced akfence from ; 
. | Sea, Lt we ff, parated. by the miferies pe. the. —_ 
late unbappy War, I dus ft nat fix i any ether C ongregation, byt 
lived in a military unplea| me a deft I frowtd forefial my return: 
| to you; far Wham Ito ¢ fre erveg. Th copiers of greater: 
‘ worldly arummapisias xi pre: pines the} VEEANS hich J receive 
With you, Was mp teuaptation. to me once bo queftion Whether I fhowld| 
[| Jeave ous Your free invitation of m return, pour obedience to my 
_Debfrine, the rong affettion which Ihave ths towards Jou ig | “4 
eagle, aud the general. hearty retyrn of Love, Which I finde 
jon, do all per wade me, that I was [ent inte hss world, pee jv *, 
Ithe fervice of your fouls, end it ao When 1 am dead, f might 


Being sn my quarters far from home, caft into extreams languifb- ° 
ing (by the fudden lofs of about aGalkon of blood after many ene 


moneths from home, where being able for nothing elfe, I went on with 
| | thes work, Which folengthened t0 this, which here you fee. - It ts no | 


| 7 ¢, by a man that wapkermixe Dying 
and dead, that Wanted ftrength of nature°te quicken: Tieention : 


which fo bappily forced me to that Workof Meditation) 3 
formerly Fiied 


| 
| 
time, that he might force me to da you amore lafting fervice,which elfe | 
Thad never been like to kave attempted! That God do I heartily blefs 
and magnific,who hath refcued me from the many dangers of fory yeers 
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war, and after fo many tedions sights and days, and {o many doleful 
fights aud tidings, hath returned me, and many of your (elves, aud re- 
prived us till noW to ferve him in peace! And-though men be ungrates 
ful, and my body ruined beyond hope of recovery, yet be hath made up 
alt sn the comforts J rages fas ! To the Ged of mercy, do I here offer 
mgy molt hearty thasks, and pay the vows of acknowledgment \hich I 
oft made in my. diftre/s, who bath not rejetbed may prayers, Which in my | 
dolor I put up, bmt hath by a wonder delivered woe in she mid of my | 
duties ; and hath {upported me this fourteen yeers ina languifbing | 
State, wherein I have {carce bad a. waking bonr free from pain ; who | 
: bath above prem everal times delivered me, When “1 was neer to}. 
death: Awd though he bath made me fpend mr dagssn roast and Kear, | 
and inaconftant expettation af my change, yet hath he net wholly dif- | 
abled-me to his fervice ; and berebyhath more effeitually fubdued my 
pride, and made this world couténsptible to, me, hg! forced: my dull 
heart to moxt smportunaté requelts, and: occahoned morerare dif-| 
coveries of bis Mercy, then exer 1 coull habe nebeced vie prefperpnd | 
frate. For ever bleffedbe the Lord, that hath not onely honored meio | 
be a Adagificr of bse Gofpel, bur hath alfo {et ae over a people fo will. | 
ing £0 vbay, and given me that fucce[> af my labors, rebich be: bark 
denied to many.more able and faithful; a kept yan in the xeal- 
ont prattice of godline/s; when femmany grow negligent, or. defpife the 
Ordinancesof God, Who hath kept yar. ablesa bis Tirwth, and faved 
yon from the fpirit:of Giddinels, Lewsty, and Apoftacy of this age ; 
whe hath preferved you from thofe. {candels, where bycthers have fo 
hainow[ly wounded their profeffion ; and hath given you to fee the mif- 
chsef of. Separation and Divifigus, . nd made yae-erainent for Onity | 
aud Peace, whem alosoft all the Laidte in a flame of coutention,and{o| °° 
many, that.we thought godly, ane bufly demalifbing the Cherch, and 
Striving in axcalousiguerance againft the Lard Beloved, though few 
Of you are rith,.or. great in the world, yet for this riches of mercy to- |. 
wards you, I mnieft' (ay, Ye aromy Glory, my Crown,and my Foy: And 
for ah thefe rare favors. to.my ff and you, as. 1 have oft promifed to 
publife the phaifes of er Lord, fo do I here fet up this stone of re-} 
membranceaxd write upos it,Glory to.Godin the highelt: Hither-} 
to hath.the Lord helpedus: My flcth and my heart failed, buc.| - 
God is the firength of my heart, and my tconfor ever. | 


|, But have all thefe Deliyerances brengt we t0,0ur Ref? Nos| | 
ag 


We ave st far yet frows it, as we are from-Heavan. You areyet under| — 
a, | | oppreffion. © . 


+e 


you upon my knees, befeechsny Jou for on fonls fake, that" you wowdd | 
or ! 


 Pabhfoty Aad conan eral bee tes 


ua 


Wonder if they are drowned inerrors. £ kee ir “povertie And 
Sabors will not give you teave to reall fo mnch'as sbberesony ds 5 bat 


~ wti‘C: 7 Oe, tee ng Ty eS 
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| O be not ignorant of Godin the midft of [ach light ! as sf the matters 


world. 


.2. Do a utmoft you can to get a feithfut Minifter, when J ams. 


and learn of bim, “9 him, and fubkmit to his dodlrine (except be} 
seach you any fingn ar points, dnd.then take the advice of other 
Minifers in trying it.) Expett not thaphe foenld limor you, asd 


we, I fhould judg my | 
v ‘the Primitive times; |. 


Ru 


ies 


Yfetton.and Rralice; kesp 

heasds,and your hearts ghat everyTruth | 
pearla 7 

be fakes | 


iL”. 4, Be fire you make con{ciéenice’ of the great Duties that you are 
: | 20 performs in yasr. families. . Teach your children ‘and: ervants the 
: i 9 of God 5" do it carly and late, in Seafon and etd 
| | fealan! Pray with them daily and fervently’ remember Danie 

| example; Lan.6, ‘and the command, 1 Thels. 17. Read the Serip- 
tre, and good Books to thems refrain them from fin; keep not a 


| $f. Beware of .extredms in the controverted points of. Reli ca 


| Whe 
. | ally if you bein heat of dispsstution or paffton: As Thave Soewed you, 
; . sbi nis ole ae 


“| L think, the tyne mican int 


pyfparation comts from Pride and Ientrance, and direttly leads to the: 


Giffolution of all Churches. : Dhae Indepenitency Which gives the 
fits play the Divels part in aceufing their own childrenand d 
them out of the Church and C ovenant of Chrifes and 


him; When Ged faith the contrary, Levit.25. 41; 42. Deut.2 9. 10, 
11,12, @¢, A@s 15.10, 1Cor.7. 14, I cannoe digre/s to fortifte 


a 


. ‘ i vied Jos 
ee 2 EE tell aa: = : 


— er EL 


See 


Pte avoid one Error, take heed JOU tun not inte another s | pect 
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ent anne . 
you agaist thefe Sette : You bave feenGod (peak againft them by 
Sudgments from Heaven. What were the two Monffersin New 
6 but miracles? (Cbrift hath told you, By cheir fruits ye {hall 
know them. We mif-interpret, when me (ay, he means by frait, 
| their falfe doffrine ; that were bit idem peridem. Heretikes may 
eens oly for a little while, bat at laft all falfe dpttrines likely end. 
in wicked tives. Phere hath there been ‘known a fociety of Anabap- 
rifts, fince the world firft knew ther, that prove not wicked? How 
many of thefe, or Aminomifis, Oc. have you known, who have not | . 
proved palpably guiltie of lying, perfidion/ne/s, covetonfne/s, malice, 
contempt of ‘thew gedly Brethren, licencien{ne[s, or feared (onci-. 
ences? They have confident expreffions to Judeepdor ignorant fonts, 
whom Lod will have difeevered in the day of trial: Bus-wheni they 
meet With any that can fearcl ons their fallacies, how little bave they 7 
ro fay? Ton. kwow I have had as much. oppertunitie te try thesr. 
frrength, as moft: And I never yet mef with any in CGarifon, or 
‘Army thas could fay anything whish — fag ger a fold man, Yow) 
heard in my late publike dispute at Bewdley, Janaaty I. With M&. 
Tombs, who is taken to be the ableff of thems inthe Land, and one of | 
the moft moderate, how little they can fay even inthe hardeft point 
of Baptifis ; What grofs abfurdsties they ave driven to, and how 
little tender (Confeiencions fear of erring is lefsiantong the beff. 
6. Above all, fee that yon be followers of Peace and Unitie, 
both in the Church and annong your felves. Remember what [taught 
| yom on Heb.13.142 He that 1 net a fon of Peace, 1s not a fon of God. 
AL other fins deffroy the Charch confequentiall ; ‘but Divifion and, 
Separation demolifh st dérettly. Bui ge Sa (Beach is but an order- 
ly joyning of the materials ; andwhat then is desjoyaing, but pulling 
down ? Many Dotivinal differences msujt be sdevanden a (burch: 
And why ? but for Unitie and Peace? T. herefore Difunion and 
| Separation is utterly-imolerable. Belecve net thofe to bethe Churches 
Friends, that would cure and reform ber by cutting her throat, Thofe 
| that fay, No Truth wuff be concealed for Peace, have nfwally as little} 
of the one, as the other. Study Gal.z. 2, Rom. 14. 1, Ge. ACH 


21. 24,26.-1 Tim 1.4. and6. 4. Tit.3.2,9. I hopefad expert} ° 
ence [peaks this leffon to your very hearts,if I foonldfay nothing. De} - 
not yore hearts bleed to look, wpon the flate of England? and to | 


bow few Townsor Citses there be (Where is any forwardnefs int Re} 
i crumbled as taduft by Separar} 
a) 


ligion) shat are not cut into fireds, 
ee tionS} 
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TT 
ticns and Divifions ? To think why a Wound me nave bercaygiven 
tothe very (briftian name ?- How we have hardened theignarunt ? 
Confirmed the Papifim? Adare our felves become the {cornef our | 
enemies, and thegrief of our friends And how many of orr peaveft, 
| Deft efheemed Friends, : are fale to ngtoxsans Pride, or lmpistic ? yea, 
[ome to be Worfé then open Infidels 2, Thele are Pillars of Sale; fee 
that you remember them. You: ake yet'eminent for your Unitie, 
Stedfaftnefs, andGodlinefs ; hold faft that you have, that no man 
_ | take your Crown frons you. Temptations are now come neer your 
| doors ; yet many of you have gong thradgh greater, andtherefare ] 
| hope will {cape through thefe: Yetleaft your temptations fhonld grow 
flronger, let me warn yon, That though of your own felves men fbould 
arife, foeaking perver[e things, to draW difciples after them, A&ts 20. 
30. yea,.thoagh an Angel from Heaven foonld draw you to divifions, 
fee that you follow him not. If there be erronjous. pratti;esin the 
| Charsh, keep your felver innocent-.with ysoderation and peace : Do 
| your bef roreform,them ; and rather remove your dWellings, tf you 
| cannot live wmnorently, then rend the Church: It muft be no {mall 
Error that muft force 4 Separation. Jultin a holy. learned Martyr 
‘1 (In Dialog. cum Tryphone) (who was converted within thirtie one 
| yeers of Johns death, and Wrote his firft Apologte Within fiftie ond ; 
and therefore it like faw Jobns days,) profefferh, That if.a few 
fhould keep the Ceremonial Law (fo he did not perfwade the Gentiles 
to it asneceffary) yet if he acknowledge Chrift, he judgeth that he 
may be faved, and he would embrace him, and have communion With 
him as a Brother : eAnd Paul Would have him received that ts weak. 
im tie faith, (and not unchurch whole Parifkes of thofe that Weknow 
not, nox Were ever brought to ajuft trial.) Youknow I never con- 
| formed to the,ufe of My fticul, Symbclical Rites, my felf, (but onely 
| to the determination of (ircumffantials neceffary in genere,) and 
yet Lever loved a godly, peaceable Conformift better thena turbulent | 
Non.Conformifi. I yet differ from many in feveral Dottrines of 
greater moment then Dapti(m, &c. ( As my-Aphorifms of Juttif- 
pation yew, which I Wrote to cut the uncbferved Sines of Antt- 
| nomiant/m , and open the trie Scripture Alean in that point, and 
(| Which Iam more confirmed in the truth of now, then ever, by the 
weaknefs of all that [ can yet hear acainft it; ) and yet if bfbould 
senloufly pre/s my judgment on ethert, and feek, te make a partie for 
is , and difturb the Peace of the Church, and separate from my 
, 7 z Brethrez, 


i a ne cece arte Se 
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Brethren, I foould fear left I'fsonld prove a fire-brand in Hel, for be- 

ing a fire-brand intheChurch. end for all the istereft I have in 

your Pudgments and Affettions, I here charge you,T hat if God fhould} - - 

give me wp toany fattions Church-rending courfe (againf Which I 

daily pray) that you forfake me, and follow me not a fiep. a a 

eAnd for Peace with one another, follow it with all your might : 

If it be poffible, as much as in yon lieth, live peacedbly with all men,} 

-|Rom.12. 18: (markthes) When you feel any harks of difcontent in | ig 


ene eet 
2 e 


your breft, take them at kindled by the Divel from Hell, andtake 
heed you cheri(e thes not. If the flames begin to break forth sn | ° 
wonld reconcile yor ; or refer the matter to your Minsfter or others ; 
and let not the Sun godown on your wrath, Hath God [poke more 
againft any fin, then unpeaceablenefs ? Af ye forgive stot men their 
trefpalfes, neither Wall your heavenly Father forgive you ( Which 
wade Ludovicus Crocius fay, That this 1 the meafure and effential 
propertie of the’ left degree of true Faith, Syntag. lib.4. cap. 16+) 
If ypu love not each ather , you are no Difciples of Chrift 5 nays if 
‘you Love not your ancmics, and ble{s not them that curfe yon, and pray 
not for thew that hurt and perfecute you, zou are no ( hildren of God. 
The Wifdom from above, ts firlt pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
eafieto be intreated, Gc. Jam.2.17. O remember that piercing 
eacample of Chrift, who wafhed his Defciples feet, to teach #5, that 
we mft ftoop as low to one another. “Sure God doth not jeft With you 
int all. thefe plain Scriptures? I charge: you inthe Name of Chrift, 
if you cannot bave peace otherwife,.T hat you {uffer. wrongs and re- 
proaches, that yon pound beg peace of: bole that foould beg it of you, 
yea, that you beg tt on your kures of the pooreff.beggar, rather then 
lofe it, Andremember Romrd17,TB. et 


Cenforioufmefs, Reproaches, and hard Speeches of ‘others; be aa {peedy 
i 
, Above att, be fure you get dows the pride of your hearts. For- | } " 3 


and pufe in quenching it, as if st were fire in the Thatch of your 
houfes : For why foould your houfes be dearer to you then the Church, | 
which ts the houfe of God ?. or, then your fouls which are the Temples 
of the Holy Ghoft? if any heart-burnings arife,do not keep range, 

get not all the Sermons 1 preached to you againft this fin, No fin mere.) -— 
ural, more Common, or more deadly. A proud man ws bis own 
Idol, onely from pride cometh contention. There ws nob.vingin pesce 
wish a prondperfon; Every difire spect will caft thens intoa Feaver of | 


- 


but go together, and lovingly debate it, or pray together, that Gjod 
(4 2) dafcyst iti a. 


i oe er 


———— ll 


7 a ee, Se eee OR a: Sse aee et ee Set 
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valnedand proferved, and-lave thafe beft that think, bighlief of you,’ 
and have fecret heart. rifegs againft any that difregardyem, or hava: 
| alow efteest of you, and cannot endure ta be Righted or fpoke evil of ; 
never take youx felwes fer Chriftians, sf thu beyour aafe. To bea 


| Ignorant Zealots! Dear Friends! 1 can foretel you, withows the 

oft of prophecy, That if any among yeu do fall from the Truth, 
ae, Which ave the proudeft, that caxnet endure to be contradstted, 
aud that vilifie others, and thofe Will tikely be they: ealad if ever 
you be broke in pieces, and ruined, Pride Wik be thecanfe. - 


ever fal frem God, but flefo-pleafing ts the caufe: Bfany think that 
by | fle | the Scripture means onely our it-dwelling fim, when alas, it 
14 this fenfitsue appetite that it chargeth ys to fubdue, Nothing in 
the worlddamutth fo many a flefbapleafing, while men gencraky Ss fe 
6 46 their Happine/s in lead of God. © remember whe bath (aid, If 
Je live after the flefo ye fralt die ; and Adake uo provifion for the ath, 
te fatusfie its dehres,Rom.8. 5.6.7. and 13.14. Thiskof this when 
you are tempted ta drunkenue(s, and gluttony, and luftfulne/t, and 
worldlivefs ; and when you would pan ee your dwellings, and fates 


Jour flefe, further then it touds to help you ix the fervice of God. 

9. Make canfeisuce af she great duty of reproving, and ex- 
horting thofe abous 10s : Ahuke mat your fouls guilty a 8 oaths, 
igueraece, ake nugedtine!s of others, by your fileuce. Admonile them 
lavingly and modeftly, but be fare you do it, and that ferioupfy. Thus 
14 the fui flepiu Difciplive. Expett wot that your Adinifter fhould 
put any from the Sacrament, whom yor bave nat thus admanifoed 
once aud again. Punifh not before due pracefs. a, 

4 ferionfne/s and pirituality iss all bas Worfkip. Think it nos enough 
to delight in. Duties, if you delight not inGod : fudg wos of. your 
duties.by the bulkand number, but by this fweetnefs: Tou are never 
Stable Chriftians till yeu reach this.” Never forget all thofe Sermons 
I preached to you on Plal.37. 4. Give.net way toacufiomary dulue 

tuduty: Do every duty with allthy might ; efpecially, be not fii K A 
in fecret Prayer and Meditation : Lay not ont the chief of your 


rene Sg ge zeal 
ee Geer en 


See, te Cone yes a ee en a aM te ee Se ne waa ee eee, 


Hones, Tf mer yen rem Wifey ents, and ve be 


true Chriftian without Hyasilitie, ss as bard as to be a. man withoyt a\ | 
Soul. Q peor England! How law are thew brought by the Pride.of | 


8, Be fare you keep she maftery over your flefs and fom{es. Few | 


mere delightful. You ttle think What a fin it 8, even to pleafe |” 


10, Lafily, Be fureto maintain 4 confant delight in-God, aud} 


@ 
» 
ig Ce a er 
pre a ee 


ne a teow ee _ 
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zeal upon externals, andopinions, andthe {maller shings of Religion, 
Lt moft of your daily Work, be upon your hearts: Be ftill fuSpicions 
of them , underftagdtheir mortal wickednefs, and deceitfulze/s, and 
traf thew net too far. Prattifethat great duty of daily watching ;| 
pray carneftly, That you be wot lead into temptation. Fear the begin- | 
ings aud appearances of fin. Beware left Confcience once lofe ies 
ténderne/s.’ “Make up every breach between God and your confciences 
besimse. Leary how. ta-live the life of Fayth; aud keep frefs the 
SenfP of the leve of Clrift, and of your continual need of his Blood, 
Spe, ed erin «Aad mach ome nnd 
| gaged tobi. Liveis aconfant readine[sand expectatiog of death ; | - 
and be {ure to gat agquainted with tis Fegueyly Caguarfation, which 
this Book ws Written to direlt you in; which I commend to your ufe, | 
oping you will be at the pains to read. it, as for your fakes I have 
beentewrite it: And I foall beg for you of the Lord, While I live 
ons this Earth, That he will perfwade your fouls to this bleffed work, | 
and thas when death comes st may finde you fo insployed, that I may 
See your faces with joy at the Bar ap { brift, and we say cuter together 
ito the Ever laft ing Ref. : Amen. J ; a u = 


2 


7 * Yourmoft.affettiovate, — | 
Kedermintter, : though unworthy Teacher, . 
‘Jan, 15. a = 

16449. et ae 


setae 


—_~ 


(a3) .:-: _To 


peeesstensacgsssesgoge? sgeeats 

SE HEEESPESESSSSEHSESE SEP HSS EL SESH EES 
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+s T8the Right Worthipful « 
Sir. Dhomas Rous Baronet, with the! 
' ‘Lady Fane Rous his VWVife. 


7 _ Right reripfl» 


BENG written under or Rae and ne 
NN fore I prefent ir not to you asa gift, 
(but as your own : Not for your Pro- 
N@ tection,. but for your Inftruction and | 
Ff). Dire&ion , (for I never-petceived | 
“you pofleffed with thacvevil {piric , | 
which maketh men hear their Teachers as their Ser- | 
vants, to cenfure their Doétrine, or be humored by 
them, rather then co learn.) Nor do I inten« this Epiftte t 
for the publifhing of your Vertues : You know to 
whofe judgment you ftand or fall. Ic is a {mali ching 

to be judged by mans judgment: If you be fentenced 

as Righteous at the Bar of Chrift, and called by him 

the Bleffed of his Fathers it matters noc much : by 

what name or title your are here called. All Saints are 

low intheitownefteem, and therefore thirft nor tobe 

highly efteemed by others: He that knows what Pride 

hath done inthe World, and is now doing, and how 

[ clofe that hainous fin doth cleave to all our Nacares, 
will {carce take him fora friend, w ss will briag f: ha 
: >. : fo 
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“The Dedication of the Firft Part, 
Se oe , . ; 2 oes — . 
co the fire; nor rhat breath for amicable, which will | | 
| 
| 


blow the coal. Yet he that. took fo cindly a womans 
box of oyntaient, as to affix the Hiftory to his Gofpel, 
that where-ever it was read, that good Work might be 
| remembred, hath jvarranted me by ‘his’ example, to 
annex the'mention of your “Favors tothis Treatife, 
which have many times far exceeded in coft that 
which Fudq thogght, too good for his Lord. . And 
common ingenuity commandeth= me thénkfully: to ac- |. 
knowledg, That when you heard I was fuddenly caft - 
Into extream weaknefs, you fent into feveral Counties 
to feck me in my quarters, and miffing of me, fent 
again, to fetch me to your -houfe, where for many. 
moneths I found a Hofpiral, a Phyfitian, a Nurfe, and 
real Priends, and (which is more then all) daily and 
importunate Prayers for my recovery ; and fince I went 
from you, your kindnefles ftill following me in abound- 
ance: And all chis for a man that wasa ftranger to 
you, whom you had never feen before, but among: 
Souldiers, to burden. you: And for one that had no 
witty infinuations for the extraGing of your favors, nor. 
impudency enough to return them in flatteries ; yea, 
who had fuch obftructions betwixt his heart aad his. 
tongue, that he could fearce handfomly expiefs the 
leaft part of his thankfulnefs 5 much lefs able to make =, 
you a requital. The beft return I canmakeof your#®: 
love, is in commending this Heavenly Duty to your. 
Practice ; wherein I muft intreat you.to be the more| 
diligent and unwearied, becaufe as yeumay take mor 
time for it then the poor can do,fo have you far ftronger 
temptations to divert yous it being extreamly difficulc,|. 
for thofe that have fulnefs of all rhings here, to place: 
itheir happinefs really in another life, andtofertheir| - 
peat there, as the place of their Reft,; which de 

b» a 7 Pee hs) Cee 


od 


, ¢ e 


: | 
The Dedication of the Fit Part. 


muft be done by all chat will be faved. Study Lake 12. |. 
16.t022. and £6.19,35. Matth. 6.21. How little 
comfort do allthings in this world afford toa depart-| 
ing foul ¢ My conftant prayer for you to God fhall be, 
That alt things below may be below him in your heart, 
and chat you may throughly mafter and mortifie the 
defires of the ficth ,° and may daily live above inthe 
Spirit, with the Father of Spirits, cill you arrive among 
the perfected Spirits of the Jul. ee ee 


Your much obliged Servant 


—— Rich. Baxter. 
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CHAP. Loo. by Pe a 
PX . HE Text explained. a | pag. ¥,2,3 ; 
aes Qu. Doth this Reft remain toa determinate number 
- 5 3 ak of perfons Ele& ? Or only to belsevers in generall ? 
aes _ or A Oe 
wa Qu. Is it theirs only in poffibility or in certainty ?- 4 5 
Chap. 3. The definition of Refi: Andofths Ref. =, 
Qu. Whether to make the obtaining of Reff, and avoiding usifery, 
the end of ovr duties, be not Begal, or Mercenary ?. Anfwered. 
Chap.3. Twelve things which are prefup ofed to this Reff.p.12,8c. 
Chap. 4. What thus Reft contasmeth, 1. CMation from ak that mots- 


“en, which 1s the means to attain the end. | p20 Ff 
5 Perfect freedom frou all evil. ; | : | ; “p.2t 
3. The bigheft degree of perfonall Perfetlion ~~ = ip. 22] 
4, Or nearcft fruition of God, the chiefGood.. =“ p.23 | 
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=: sues ee ee | 

As 1.Of the Serifes rag te 204 and Whole Body, === p.29 | 
2, Of the Sou. Andy, Unae 


rfpanding ; AS 1, Knowledg. p.3 oO : : 
3. ALemory. = i} cone 33 | 
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2. By poy. : —~P39 
This Love and joy Will be mutual, 7 page. 
Chap. 5. The four great antecedents, and preparatives to ths Ref. | 
7 | » P44y 
1.Zhecoming ofChrif.— | p45 |. 
2. Our Refsrrettion. t pn | 
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; . Our juftification in the great Fudgment. : —~p.57 
on oe folemn Ci santtion cial Inthroning. Pos 


| Cha p. 6. This Reft tryed by nsne Rules in Philofophy or Resfom, and 
7 found by all to be the moft excellent ftate in ScReTaes : 69 
_ | Chap. 7. The particular excellencies of this Reff. 


76 
1. [ts the fruit 4 Chrifts blood, and saa with the uitloee 


‘ibid. 

- %, It ws freely given su. 7 . p.78 

3.1t ss the Saints peculsar, . p.81 

4.1m affociation with. Angels, and perfell Saints,  p.83 

5. Tet its Poys immediate from God. -p.87 

6 Irwill be afeafonable Reft. | - p.gt 

 7.cAnd afutable Reft , 1.Te our Natures. 2. Defires. 3. ba 

— Ceffities. P97 
8, A perfect Ref: 1. Inthe fincerity of it, 2. . Abid wuiverfality. 
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«LL OF good enjoyed. 2, And of the evill we are freed frie ibid | - 
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2. Frows fin of Will, Affection and Converfation, p.105 
2, From fu ering. Particularly 1. From all donbts of G ods love. 


106 | 
2. Frows all Lenfe of hus difpleafure. , 2 = 107 |. 
3. From alt Satans Temptations. os  ip.108 f° 
. 4 From temptations of the worldand flefo. . pro 
«5. From Perfecarions and abnufes of the world. p.I12 
a 6. From our own divifions and diffentions. ©. = #p, 16 
7. From participating tn onr brethrens fufferings, p-r21] 
‘8. From all our own perfonall fufferings. , P25 
9. From all the labour andtrouble of duty, =~ ‘p.128 
10. From the trouble of Gods abfence. ° | p.129 


—-Y. Asit Will be thus perfeil, fo Everlafting. - -~p.129,8c,, 
Chap. 8. The People of God deferibed : The feverail parts of the de- 
__ fcription opened : and therein many Weighty controver fies briefy 

_ touched: Andlaftly, the — applyed, by way of exami- 
nation. _ P-134.to 164 
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‘The Contents of the Second Part. 7 


CHAP.-I,. . 


be: E Certain truth of this Reft proved by Scripture. p,¥67 
Chap. 2. Perfwafions to findy and preach the divine antbority 
ess of Scripture, ing te p-374 
Chap. 3. (ertain diftinitions concerning Scripture. =~ p.184 
Sixty Pofitions concerning Scriptures, «sibs. 
Chap. 4. The 1.eArgument to prove Scripture the Word of God: 
, - ‘p.tgt 
That arguing from Miracles, teftified by man, 1s no Popifbre- 
folving our faith inte humane tehimony. © _ - * p.206 
The excellency of this argunsent from Miracles.. = p-408 | 
what the fin againft the Holy Ghoff is? > - ibid, fe 


The necelftty of ufing humane T eftimony. a & | an 
The ufe of ( burch-governonrs and Teachers, and bew far they are 
tobe obeyed, ie Beat 


The excellent nfe of Antiquities for matter of fat. _ part . 
Chap. 5. The 2. Argument to prove ScriptureGods Word. P2104 


Chap. 6. The 3. Argument to prove Scripture Gods Word, 9.221 
Chap. 7. The 4, Argument to prove ScriptureGads Word.- 9.235 
Of extrasrdinary Temptations; © 3 

Of Apparitions. 


Of Satans poffeffiny and tormenting mens bodies. page| 


Of Witches, and the devils cumpatts With them. P-243 


P24) 


The neceffity of a Written Word, 


Chap. 8. This Reff remaineth to none but the Peopleof God. p.252| 
Chap. 9. Whether feparated Sonls enjoy Reft before the Refurreftion; | 


Proved that they doina great meafisre, by 20. edrguments. 
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* CHAP. 7 
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Tt, E firf Vie. S the uncenceivable mi(ery of the a 

in sheirlofs of this wid 263 

The greatnefs of their lofs. 1. They lofe all the aerfonal pérpetbion 

of Soul-and Body, Which the Saints have. P : 

- 4. They lofe God himfelf. 

.. 3s pee eis thafe piritual, delight ull affections by whiob “the 
bleffed do feed onGod,  -*~p.272 
_ 4. They lofe the fociety of Angels and Saints. «p27 
Chap. 2. The aggravations of the wickeds lofs of Heaven. .276 
1. Their under fiandings Will becleared,to know sts Worth. 9.277 
: And alfo enlarged, to have deeper apprebenfions of it. «279 
onfcsencé Will fully apply it totbemfelves. . | — . ibid. 
heir effettions will be more lively, and enlarged. p.281 
2 Their memories ftrong, to feed their torment. p.283 
Ten things concerning their lofs of thu Reft, Which it wil far ever 
torment thens to remember, . / p,285 £0 298 


arr Aggravations from the loffes which Accompany the a of}. 


1299 
1. They {hak lofe their prefent pref{umptsous conceit of Gods fev ourt 


to them, and of their part.in Chrift. P3900 
2. They fhall lofe all their. Hopes. : P-303 
3. They fall lofe their prefent cafe and peace. p.301 
4. They frall lofe all their carnall mirth.  p3rs 

5. And all their fenfuall contentments and delights, Pp. 316] 
Chap. 4. The greatne/s of the damneds torments opened p.319 
By eight aggravations of them. to p.328 
Z bec certain truth of tkefe torments, : bid. 
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ions. 
Chap. 5. Thef ccond Ufe. Reproving the generall wagiet of thie Rep. 


and exciting tothe stmsoft diligence in feekingst.. -p.339| 
1. To the Worldly minded, that cannot fpare time. _ p34 
2. To the prophane, n aly, prefnapruons multitude. ~ p.3.42 
(3. Te lazy, formal, formal felf decerving Profe ffors, pp 344qd 
And of thefe, 1.T 0 the opinionative DUPRE. | es _ ibid, 
2. And the worldly hypocrite. — : +345.) 
4. To the godly themfelves for their reat megh gence, Masi rates, 


Munifters, and People. | 
Chap. 6. Ax exhortation to the grensef ferionfnels i in [ecking hee 


P-349 
Z: aventy lsvely died con ofieraton to to oe ues np to rid Br eatq. 
off diligence that 2s poffible . : “to p.350 
Zien more very quickening confiderations. st ees 7 -  p.365 | 


Tex more very quickening, by Way of: nein, “7 p.369}. 
_ Ten more peculiar to the godly, to quicken them, 374 
Chap. 7. Thethird Ufe. Per. foading all men to try their title to this. 
Ref, and direlting theminthisstryall, 7 P3806 
Self- examination defined, and explained. ~ id ‘p. 386 
The nature of Alfurance, or certainty ‘of prank aa How 
mach, and What the Spirit doth to the producing it : And what 
| Scripture, what Knowledg what Faith, what Holine{s and Evi-’ 
dences,Wwhat Confeience or tnternall, fe enfe and what Reafon or dif- 
courfe doin this Work, iP} 88 
What the feal of the Spirst ts? What the. teftimony of the Spirit ?| — 
and What the téfiimony of Confcience ? - | . psor] 
Againft the comswsen mon dition ef shinee of Evidence, aA ofad-\ 
7 ence, ~pP.392 
That We are juftifed and beloved of God, is not proper ly to be be- 
lieved; much le{s immediatly, and by all men: ‘ibid. 
That A france may be bere attained, though not perfect Affue 


FENCE. ~ -  .p.393 
Bidsous that keep from examination; 1.Sdtan. . p 39% 
2. Wicked men. b.. le 397 
3. Hinderances in our own hearts. 7 - -p.398 


Eiinderances of Affurance in thofe that do examine. p.400 | 
Further canfes of want of -Affurance mmrons the oof porn the godly \ 
themfelves. Arle. 
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1. Weakne{s and fall meafure ofGract. > gag | 
2. Looking more what they are, then What they should do to be bet- 
ter, Os - x - ibid. 
3. Miftaking or confounding Affurance, and the joy of Affurance. 
dal Se ae. ak ey Me Sa. § P.405 
4. Ignorant of Gods way ofconveying Affurance. P.406 
5. Expetling a greater meafure then God wfually giveth bere, 
6. Takin np comfort in the beginning on unfound, or uncertain 
eae When yet perhaps they have better grounds, and do net 
feethem; pat A when the weaknefs of their grounds appears. 
 they-caft away their comforts too, as if all Were nought. p.4cB | - 


9. Imperfettion of Reafon, and naturall parts, p-4c9 

8. The fecret maintaining ome known fins p.410 

9. Growing laxy in the /pirituall part of duty,and not keeping graces 

. inconfiant allios, 5 aa  p.gir 

10. Prevalemy of Melancholy in the body. p44 
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_ Several Motives. : 


| to p.428 
‘Chap. 9. 1A direttion how to manage the work of Self-ex.mination 
_ throughly; that it may {ucceed. rr a. P-428 
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| Chap. 12, An advice to fome, more efpecsally ro help others to this 
: Preft larcely on Minife-s and ‘Parents. D.gor 


) 


' The Table. | | 


And, To men of abilit i. 2 Or intere/t. 3. Phy fitians. 4.Rich men, 
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“§. Zhe abting of Hope. 739 
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Chap. 10. By what A Ghings of the foul to procerd to this work i i 
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| en fenfitive things, P756 

_ Particularly, 1. By raifing frog [reppof tions from fenfe. P-759 
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“Twelie helps by comparifon rabe affe otted with ihe foys ff be 
eo p-76> 
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| Chapa 13: An  abfiradl, or brief fumnse-of a U, for the hel f riety 


Chap. 14. An example of the ailing of Indgnient, Faith, Love, Poy, | 
and Defire, by this duty of. Heavenly ditation. op. 7 

T Conclufion, a bcs rdntye from. its _— ty and 
excellency., * P: 839 
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EADER. | 


vo was for from my thoughts, when I firft be- 
@ gunst,to have fo enlarged this sto bea Part 


é 4 


me hae, cvtire: Moff of it dropt from my Pen, be- 
Been fides my firft purpofe. Had I intended to fay 
rs {0 much of she Authority of Scripture, -{ 
Sfronld have flayed till I had the benefit of a 
Library, that I mizht have furnifhed it bet- 
“ ee ter with HumaneT cftimony, which I here in- 
Sift on as fo necefary. Though onr Hiftory of the firft and fecond 
Century be lamentubly imperfett, yet much for the ends here men- 
tioned may be produced. I would not have young Students begin 
with the large Wolumns of later Fathers + but I could wilh they 
_ | world read betime the Writers of the three firft Centuries, especially 
thofe that argue for the Chriftian Faith, or mix matters of Fadl 
with their Doflrinals; as Joftin Martyr, Irénaus, Origen againft 
Celfus, Tereullians Apolog, &c. 4s al/o Philo, Jofephus, Bafebi- 
us, and others for Hiftory. Ale thinks it 1s prepofterous to fee men 
firedy fo long the meaning of Gods Word, before they know whether 
it be Gods Word, or not: ..As the Italians Melan@hon mentsoneth, | 
That Would prove Chriff was in the Bread, before they believed Well | 
. [that he w.uin Heaven, It isnoquefionng the Truth of Scriptirey| oo 
to per{wade men to the righteft cour{c, to be affured of its Truth, Lye errs, 
confe/s my felf much offended at fome mens dottrine, Who cry down | *. 
-(b6b) . 7 Reafon: 


_— 'Fothe Reader. 


‘Reafon and Tradition here, as if they were enemies toGod, and his 
Word; and cry mp nothing but Scripture andthe Spirit. Fst like 
the Antinomians in the dottrine of Certainty of Salvation; eho 
cry up the Witnefs of the Spirit , and cry doWn the trying by Signes 
and Evidences of Santtification: Asif thefe Werecontrary, whieh 
areco-ordinate! If I bud wanted either Reafon, Tradition, ‘or the | 
help of the Spirst, I Soould never. have belecued the Truth of the 
Scripture. I confefs, for my part, I cannot boaft of any [uch Tefti- 
mony or Light of the Spirit (yor Reafan neither) Which without 
Tradition, would have made me beleevt, that theBookof Canticle’ 
1 Canonical, and Writ by Solomon ;» and the Bookef Wildam, A-| 
pocryphal, and writ by Philo (a fome think; ) gr that Sainp Pauls 
Epiftle to the Loadiceans (which ts in the end of Bruno, and otbers,) | 
Were not Canonical, ‘as well as Johns fecond andthird, Somewen 
as foon as they hear talk of Reafon and Tradition here, they xealonfly 
cry ont, It 1s Sociniani(m and Popery. — Scriptwne sel Goals Written, 
infallible Law :| Reafon ts [the E Ke by which Iwuft. read ity 
apis oa he Phy fitian to cure the blindne{s of. this,Efe, | (and 
in a common, fenfe, The very Life and Spirits <) The ha iy us the 
chief (but mot the onely) [Honfe Where. thafe Records hi kept.) , 
Tradition hath chiefly three Offices: It us tb the wnl arp ed Where 
Scripture ts, {° The Proclaimer of it. It %.t0 the lgar ed, | the: 
Hand] that delivereth it to them. It ws to Sorke that never hear dof 
Scripture, (a Herauld to proclaim | the dottrine which it contasneth, 
eAnd why mult thefe needs be fet together by the ears? May the 
not? yea, muff, they not frand together? and further each other ?.\. 
The name of Antichrift, Sociniant, m, rminianifm ( for the things 
Trenounce my felf ) hath almoft affrighted fonse men out of their 
|| Faith, and others out of their Wits. Is it any derogation from the 
La, to fay, A wan muft receive it from the hand that bringeth it ? 
and read it with hes eyes ? &ce A learned, godly Divine i offended 
| with Canterbury, for thefe words, (( Reafou and ordinary Grace 
| {uperadded, by the help of Tradition, do Sufficiently enlighten the 
Soul todifcern, That Scriptures are the Oracles of God; J) and he: 
faith, Here ts the Socinians found or right Reafon before the Ilami- 
nation of the Spirit; and to pleafe the Armiinians ordinary or unie \. 
vtrfal Grace comesin; and the name of Tradition to pleafe the 
‘Popsfh party: And what all thefe are li ) 


ke todo, without the frecial 
Grace of the Holy Spirit, I leave it to any Proteftant to judg. But 


what ? | 
ne eneennn een re ne 


4 
. 
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worth] The Scripture us not to be beleeved finally far it felf , “but 
- | for the matter coptajned in it: So that if men did beleeve the Doétrine 
containedinthe Scripture, it'foopld no waytinder their Salvation, 
wet to know whether there Were any Scripture, or no] faith, [ § 
thought it had beenneceffary tohave received thofe material. Objelts 
or Articles of our Fajthy sipos the Authority of God, [peaking in the 
Scriptures: £ thought it had been Anabaptiftical to have expected 
any Revelation but in the Word of God, &c. | I foonld rather for 
psy part think, thus, That the immediate Revelation of Scriptere 
from God, was not to me,, but tothe fir Witneffes and Penten : 
‘The way of Comveyance tows 1s another thing ; and is aRevelatson 
too, Lhe heft way ws by Scripture, (which Without Tradition no.man 
world ever fee,or bear of.) Mhere this isnot .to be had,-there meer} 
Tradition Inaqy fave; and 18 a Revélation fufficient. to Salvation, 
and not Anabaptifiical. { Though Tradjtional unwritten doctrinas |- 
to make wp the defects of Scripture, Labhor.) e-ind Lbould' ask thet 
‘Diffenter, firft, whether men were not faved before. Moles zeit hout,| 
Scriptsre? cAind as Deéter Uther well obfervetir, Que reafon Why 


dition: For Methulelih Sved wany hundred yeers With Adam, and! 
Sem dived long with Methufclah ; avd Ifgac lived fiftte yecrs.with 
Sem: Sothat three men fay all froma the Beginning of the World, 
side Ufaacs fiftieth yeer, Secondly, dnd were not many faved by shel, 
A poftles dottrine many yeers before the New T cfhament was written 2) 
Sind Jews before, while the old Wis almoft {oft 2 Ti hirdly, what sf| 


fome Ethiomais,eArmenians, or Papifts, foold by meer, Tradition)’ 


beleeve in Chrift, (and.whe dare (ay, Thar they may not?) fhould 


they not be faved? Hethat faith, No, contraditleth Chrift, Yehe\ 
| | (66 2) faith,\ 


they might then $e without it, Wag the facility ~and certainty of Fra- 


So ese 


To the Reader. 
faith, That whofoever beleeveth in him, fhall not perifh, ( which 
Way foever he came by st.) Will you bear Srenzxos in this? who lived 
before Popery was born. Lib. 3. cap.4. Quid enim & fiquib. 
de aliqua modica quaftioge difceptatio effet ? Nonne oporieret 
im antiquiffimas recurrere Ecclefias ( Adark, he faith wot Ad 
omanant Ecclefiam, velad unam principem) in-quibus Apoftoli 
converfati fant, & ab cis de prafenti queftione fumere quod cer- 
tum & reliquidum eft? Quid autem fi neque Apoftoli quidem 
Scripcoras refiqhiffent nobis? nonne oportebat ordinem -fequi 
Fraditionis, ‘quam tradiderunt iis quibus committebant Ecclefi- 
as? Gut Ordinationi affentiunt multe gentes barbarorum cormm 
quiin Chriftum credunt, fine charaGtere vel atramento Sctipram 
| habentes per fpiricum in cordibus fuis falucem, 8 veterem Tra- 
ditionem diligenter cuftodientes, &c. Hanc fidem, qui fine liceris. 
| credtderunt, quantum ad Sermonem noftrum barbari fant; quan- | 
tum. autest-ad fencentiam & confuetudinem & coriverfationem, 
propter fidem perquam fapientiffimi funt, & placenc Deo, &c. 
Sic per illam veterem Apoftolorum Traditionem ne in concepti- 
onem quidem mentis admiteunt quodcunque ( Hereticorum ) 
portentiloquium eft. - oa 
— L have-been the larger in proving an Immortal Life after this, 
becanfe I finde none. doubt of the Authority of Scripture, bat they 
doubt of the Imeortality of the Soul too (among us.) This joyned 
Wsth the Evident Vanity of all other Religions, 1 an excellent medi- 
um to confirns ws in the Chriftias Religion: For if Wwe miuft be happy 
or miferable for ever, fure there 1s fome true Religion teaching the 
way to Happinefs. Thatall other Religions are falfe, any man thas } 
lives out of the duft and [moke of prejudice, may [ee with one eye. | - 
That there 1 a futgre Happinefs or Mifery,. ts evident to Nature, 
or elfe how Would alt Nations fo gniverfally acknowledg it? The 
Ancient Barbarians beleeved rhe Immortality of the Sout, as of the} 
| Getex Herodotus witneffeth, Lib.4. And of the Egyptians, Dio- 
dorus Siculus,L 1. Biblioth, numb. 93. The very Inhabitants. of 
Guiny, Virginia, Guiana, Peru, Chyna, Mexico, &c. do beleeve 
ahappine/s and-mifery hereafter. As Detcrip. Reg. Afric. Guinea, 
cap.21.44. Acofta, lib.5. c. 7,8. Hug. Linfcot. part.1. cap,-29. 
Jo. Lerins, cap. 16. Sér Walter Rawleigh, &c. Wwitnefs. What | 
Post fpeaks net De Tartaro, Campis Elifiis, manibus ? And Philo- 
_| fophers of beft. nete, except Galen, Epicurus, Plinius, &c. 4s 
| | for 
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a  _ 
for Fytbagoras, and his Ataf Pherecides, the Druides, the Indian | 
Brachmarics, Socrates, Plato, Cicero, Seneca, they all ackpowledg 
it, Lege Marit, Ficmym deImmort. Anima, Yea, Ariftotle bim- 
{elf as 28 eviders, De antena, lib.1. context, 65, 66. Lib. 2, ton- 
text.23. Lib.3.context.4,6,7,19,20. ee 
Tet We maf mot take the [Me courfe With all men, to convince-* 
thems of Scripture Authority, We muft-firft deal With aw Atheift,:) 
In habitu Philofephico, before we plead, or direttly prove Scriptare: 
Authority ¢ of which, fer learned Ladovicus Crocius, Syntagm. 
Li.pi26. 9 °° os os: Pe 
The- validity of that Humane Teftimony,. which here we have| 
moft nfe for, dependeth not on any Anthority thereto conferred fren) 
God, ( as Romanifts fondly imagine, ) but on mep as fenfible,\ 
rational, and of common hone/ty. * The TZ eftimony of the enemits, is 
more fireng then of friends.’ Strabo witneffeth, Lib.16, Geogra. of 
Mofes, and the ancient Mraelites , That they were truty vighteons 
and godly men. So doth Jofephus teftifie of John Baptilt , and 
James: AndPliny of she Primitive. Chriftians, Lio. ro, Epift. 
ECF. : a ried es a eo Le 
-But T pafs thefe, a not intending a full bandling of rhe fubjett. 
The beft that I know already extant on it, 1s Grotivs ard Du Plefiis; |. 
and I would fome able man Would do yet more, For my own part, I 
have had fo many rare convincing experiences of -the falfibing of 
Promifes to me, and anfwering Prayers, by Wenders of unufual| . 
Providences, That ferve mightily to conforms me, by feconding my| 
Arguments: And Were it fit to fpeak fomnch of my oven matters, I 
would produce them for the confirming of others, eS 
Were it not to digrefs, I fold here exprefs my admiration, T hat |. 
fo many learned men foonld. lean towards Rome, meerly xpowa con- 
ceit, That there ts a flat neceffity of fome Ultimately Decifive, Fa-| 
dicial Expounder of Scripture, and that muft needs be their Church: | 
For they thinkse abominable, that every. man foould be Pudge. At} 
prefent I would bus know of them, Fir, whether they freak, of 
Fundamental plain places of Scripture? or of more obfcuve, andof 
fefs moment? For the former ; Firft, Where there ts {uch Plainnefs, | 
there needy a Teacher to the Ignorant, but not a fudg: Among | 
Chriftians, Fundamentals are no Controverfies. Secondly, And if: 
the fudg miftake in Fundamentals, if We obey bi, we muft renounce |. 
een rane Secondly, Jf the Pope, oi — of Prelates be} 
. | 3/ 
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Fudg ; how foall all people in the Kingdoms of the World kp®, what 
1 Excpafition they give? Hear their voices they canyot ; If by their 
Writtes Gasons, Who ball expound thems tothe people ? Lf another 
Pape or Councel,. who foal expound their Expoftion ? and /o in} 
Infinitum. : Ido not fee, but God peaks as plainly asthe Coancel of 
Trent; aud as cafie to be uxnderf@d. Thirdly, Doth the Rope 
and Prelates know the meaning of Scripture by rational meaus ? or 
by Ewthnfialns ? or by Some Superior judg? lf by rational means, 
mhy may not a6 learned Dottors kgow it o¢ well by the fame? If by} - 
[ome other Fudg, Who ts it? If they beleeve Scripture, ar the S enfe 
of it, epon.their own Aathority, Who will regard-fuch felf idolixing | 
yreeches ? Fourthly, Jf there be 4 means ¥ of God, fora true de- 
| ciding all Controversies, and refolvjng all difficulties 1 Scripture 3 

‘thes why are wot all refolved? and Why are we not perfedl in know 

ledg ? Theplain Truth is, (brift is the onely proper tude hienfelf, 
a bath lefe us bis Laws, aud Magiftrates to fee that. we obey 

them, apd Minifters to teach us the weaning of them. Every man 
| of shefe 14 bownd +0 judg.rightly of the Senfe of thefe Latvs.; every 
| particular man, that he may st them: cAnd if he miftake, he fin- 
| th, and wxft anfwer ie toGod, dod (informe cafes) to Magifirates 
| aud, Over{eors. The Magifirate ts to judg.rightly, when any t 
panifiakle; and if he erre, be muft anfwer at tothe Sapream, ana 
hetoGod. The Minifters are to judg rightly of the Senfe of Scrép- 
ture, that they may teach tham others, ‘and admonijfh, andcenfure | 
accordingly ; and if they miftaky, they are in Synods to.confult fer 
Information, and in cafes of difficulty, beyond their own reach, to} 
obey. the Decrees of fuch a laWful Synad: But to expett a final 
decifive Fudgment of ak Controverfies on Earth, is vain: Ana that| 
Synods foonid be too bold in determining, what God hath left daubs- |. 
ful, and utterly nncertain, i deftrattive tothe Unitie dnd Peace of 
the Charch, rather thenconducible. And for men robeleeue any of 
their Coxclufions, or obey any of their.(anens, when Wwe are {wre, } 
That they are contrary, to the Word of God; thie Were.tachange.our| — 
Moafter, and take them fer C hrift, the Propbet, ‘who are but.bis Ant. 
baffadors and Ufoers is his, Schocl.. When we have diputed and 
contended our felves aweary, and Wravigled the Cherch goto fLimes 
and afoes 5 yet that \which God hails fpoten objcurely, and fo left 
difficuls in it felf, Will remain abfeure and difficul: Pill: And that 
which ss difficult, through the Weakne/s and incapacity of the Readers 

s —" ; will; 


~ 
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Wt Be far betrer cleared by a rational Explicdtion ,° then by a 
bere Canon. O' when Will thé Lord once perfwade bis Churches 
to take bis Scxiprure Laws for the onely (aaron of their Faith? 
and that in their own naked Simplicity and Evidence ! without 
the Canons and Comments of men ; which are ww parts of oxr 
Creed, but helps to our underftamdings, and bounds to oxr prathice | 
in matters circumftantial, Which God bath left vo wees deternsina- 
tion! When will the Lord per[wade us, not to be wife above What \- 
ws written? but to acknoWledg that to be beyond. 3, which is un- 
revealed in the Word! and that to be doubtful , Which ts darkly 
revealed. Then the Contentions of the Church, about the Atjfte- | 
ries of the Divine Decrees, the nature of Internal Grace, and way, 
and. maner of the Spirits working, Gc. will be mere calmly 

managed, ord nee | 

T Wo things have fet fire on the ( burch,and been the plagues of st 
this ft Sil and more. | : 

Firft, Englarging our Creed, and making more Fundamentals, 
then Gad hath done. (Mafter Parker, and Ludovicus Crocius bave 
fully proved, That she (reed for a tong time-contatwed wowrre 
then Chrifts words in Matth. 28. do teach, To beleeve in. the: 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, and no more were thep baptized 
stto. ) | ; | : 

Secondly, Deliuering our Creeds, and Confeffions in- our oWn: 
Humane eat -_ | : 

When men have learned more maners_ andhumilsty, then to ac- 
cufe the Language of Ged, as too general andobfcure; and have. 
more dread of God, and compaffion on themfelves, then to make 
thofe Fundamentals, which God never made fo: And when they re- 
deve theirCreed and Confeffions, firft;To their due ecctent, or length ; | 
fecondls, Andxo Scripture phrafe ; and take ths onely for a Touch- 
frone of the Orthddox, then, and not tel then, fhall the Charch\ 
have peace about Dottrinals : If my judgment much fail not. 
It feems to meno hainous Socinian motion, which ws focryed out. 
againf? of Chillingworths making, viz. That every man fubfcribe 
to the whole Seripture, as Gods Word, with a promife todo his beft | . 
for the righ under ftanding of it. No doubt, many a Heretick mould 
fe [ubfcvrbe, and lurk under a falfe interpretations and {ube my do 
alfo by their Humane Canons. But I forget my elf in thus digref-.| . 
frag. : ia | : | - > ae, Reader; : 
$< ————_—————_—_—_—_- eer 


To the Reader. | 
Readerg 4s then leveft thy Comforts, thy Faiths -thy Hope, 
thy Safety, thine Innecency, thy Sonl, thy Chrift, thine Ever- 
Lifting Reft ; Love, Read, Study, Stick clofe to Scriptures, Fare 
jw te oo 


Jan 18, 
1649. 
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CHAP. I. 


HEBR. 4.9. 
There remaineth . therefore a Ref. to the 


i of God. 


SECT. I. 


gaa Twas not only our intereit in God, and actual 
re fraition of him, which was loft in Adams Cove- 
©, nant-breaking ‘fall ; but all fpiricual knowledg. 
ere of him, and true difpofition towards (uch a feli- | - 
9A city. Man hath now a heart too fuitable. to his |. 
= 7 eftate: A low ftate,and alow fpirit. And (as} + - 
= -fome expound that of Lwk,18. 8.) when the} 
Son of Go comes with Recovering ain and difcoveries and | -- 
B tenders | 
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‘| tenders of a fpiritual and eternal Happinefs and Glory, he findes 


not faith in man to beleeveit. But as the poor man that-would 
not beleeve that any one man had fuch a fum as an hundred poond, 
it was fo far above what he poffeffed : So man will hardly now be- 
leeve, thae there is fuch a Happinefs as once he had, much lefs as | 


indeed is their Happinefs. My Text is his Conclufion after divers | 


| Arguments to that end; a Conclufion fo ufeful to a Beleever, as 


containing the ground of all his comforts, the end of all hi. duty and 
fufferings, the life and fum of all Gofpel-promifes, and Chriftian- 
priviledges, chat you may eafily be fatisfied why I have made it the 
fubje&t of my prefent Difcourfe. What more welcome to men, 
under perfonal afflictions, tiring duty, fucceffions of {ufferings, then 


‘Reft? What more welcom news to men,under publick calamities, 


unpleafing employments, plunderings, loffes,fad tydings &c. (which 
is the common cafe) then this of Reft? Hearers, I pray God your 
attentions, intention of fpirit, entertainment, and improvement of | 
it, be but halfanfwerable to the verity, neceffity and excellency of | 


| this Subje&t, and chen you willhave caufe to blefs God, while you 


live,that ever you heard it, as I have,that ever I ftudiedit. 


SECT. II. 


He Text is, a8 yon may fee, the Apofties Affertion in an entire 
propofition, with the concluding illatwwe, The Subject is Reft ; 

The Predicate, Ie yet Remains to the peofile of God. Ics seqnifire 
_ oe swe 


“ 
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ea te 
we fay fomewhat briefly ;' 1. For Explication of the rerms,: 2. Of | 


the Subject of chem. = 
Therefore} i, ¢. It clearly follows from the former Argument 
{( There Remains] 1. In order of fpeaking; As the Confequence 
ollows the Antecedent, or the Conclafion the Premifes ; So there 
} Remains a Reft, or ic remams that there is another Reft. 2. Bat 
rather in order of being: As the bargain remains after the earnelt, 
the performance after the promife,the Anti-type after the Type.and 
che ulcimate end after all che means ; fo there remains a Reft : [Te 
the. “People of God | God hath a two-fold people within che 
Church : One his only bya common vocation *, by ari external 
acceptation of Chrift, and covenanting , fanctified by the blood 
of the Covenant fo far, as to be feparated ftom the open enemies of 
Chrift, and all without the Church, therefore not to be accounted 
common and unclean in the fence as Jews and Pagans are; but ho- 
ly,and Saints ina larger fence,as che Nationof the Jews,ard all Pro- 
feliced Gentiles were holy before Chrifts coming : Thefe are called 
Branches in Chrift not bearing fruit, and fhall be cut off, &c. for 


they are in the Church, and in him, by the forefaid profeffion, and | 
external Covenant,buc no further. There are in his Kingdom things | 


that offend,and-men chat work iniquity, which the Angels at the fait 
day fhall gather our, and caf¥ into the Lake of fire: There are fifhes 
good and bad in his net, and tares with wheat in his field: The fon 
of Perdition is one of thefe given to Chrift by che Father, thongh 
not as the Reft; thefe be not the people of God my Text {peaks of. 
2. But God hath a Peculiar People, that are his by {pecial vocation, 
cordial accepration of Chrift, meernal,fincere covenancing,(anctified 


® Heb, 10.30. 
Micah2. 8 |- 
a Pet. 2, 30. 
Joh 2, 23. 
Heb. 6.4,8 60 
Heb.1.0.29 39 


loh. 15. 2,6. 
Mat: 13. 41. 


Ioh. t7. 13. 


by the blood of the Covenant, and Spirit of Grace,fo far,as not.only | | 


to be feparated from open Infidels, but from all unregenerate Chri- 


{tians being Branches in Chrift,bearmg fruit ; and for chefe remains | 


the Reft inmy Text. | - | aa 
1. To be Gods people by a forced Subjection, é. e. under his do- 


Minion, is common to-all perfons, even open enemies, yea Devils ; } 


this yeelds not comfort. 


2. Tobe his by a verbal Covenant and profé(fion, “and externat | 
Call, is commion to all'in and of the vifible Church, even Traytors, | 


and fecrcc enemies ; yet hach this many priviledges, as the exce=nal | 
feals, mang of grace ; common ‘mercies, but no inteteft in ‘this 
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3. But to be his by election, union with Chrilt, and fpecial inte- 


reft (as before mentioned) is che — property of thofe that 
{hall have chis Rett . 


SECT. III. 


Letp Ut is it to. a determinate number of perfons by name; 
or onely to a people thus and thus qualified, viz. 
perfevering Belcevers, without determining by Name who 
they are ? 

bal. I purpofely in this Difcourfe omit controverfi ies ; onely 
in a word thus: 1. It is promifed only to perfevering Beleevers, 
and not to any particular perfons byname. 2. Ic is purpofed 
-| with all che conditions of it, and means to it, toa dererminate }- 
‘Number, called the Ele@, and known by name ; which I prove 
thus. 
1. There ‘6 feiy will deny, that God foreknows from eternity 
.. | who thefe are, and fhall be, numerically, perfonally, by name: 
3. To purpofe it only tofuch, and to know that only thefe 
will be uch, is in effe@ to purpofe it only to thefe. 

3. Bee if we know, how lietle ‘Knowledg and Purpofe 
in God do diffcr. 
4. However, we mult not make his knowledg active, and his 
purpofe idle, much lefs to contraditt each other, as it mutt be, if 
from eternity he purpofed falvation alike to all, and yet from 
eternity knew that only fuch and fuch fhould receive it. 
' 5. To purpofe all perfevering Beleevers to falvation, and not 
to purpole faith and perfeverance abfolurely to any particular 
perfons,is to purpofe falvation abfolutely to none at all. 


SECT. IV. 


Que. tT Is it to fis people of God upon Certainty en. 
ly upon poffibilicy. 

Anf. If only ae tie it cannot thus be called theirs. 

1+ While they are only elect, not called, it is certain to them 

( we et cak of a certainty of the object ) by Divine purpofe ; for 


they 


§. 4. 


1. Theirs by. 
Purpofe be- 
tore conver- 
fion. 


) 


A@s 33- 48. 
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they are ordained to eternal life firlt, and therefore beleeve ; and 
not firlt beleeve and therefore elected. : : 
2, When they are called according to his purpofe, then it is 
certain co them by a certainty af prone alfo, as godd as if they 
werenamed in thac promife; for thepromife is to Beleevers, 
which they may know themf{clves tobe ; and though ‘it be yet 
upon condition of overcoming, and abiding in Chri‘t, and endu. 
ring tothe end, yet that consition being abfolucely promife’. it 
(ill remaineth abfolucely certain n7on promife: And indeed, if 
Glory be ours onely upon.a condition, which conditicn depends 
chiefly on our own wills ; it were cold.comfort to thofe that know 
what mans will is, and how certainly we fhould play the Prodigals | vm sem cove 
with this, as we did with our firft ftock. But I have hike ee: sugentem, & 
<i ftood, thar, in the behalf of the Elect, Cheift is refolved, and hath: aarti ef 
lindertaken, for the working‘and finifhing of their faich, and the full: ne impenfe 
effing his peoples falvation ; and not onely- gives.us a (feigned):| affectaffe cs- 
fafficient grace, not effeCtual, leaving it to our’ wills to make’ ity <edus cf, gui 
effeCtual, ‘as fome think. Sothat thongh ftif:the Promife of our,| 2™* le «elle 
Juftification and Salvation be Conditional, yet God having .mani- | pap Hees | 
felted bis purpofe of enabling us to fulfil chofe Conditions, he. doth | veluti senni 
mac fhew us a Certainty of out Salvation. both ia his ,Promife| fu pender- 
isPurpols © a 


2. Theirs in 
Law-title or 
by promife, - 
alter conver- 
fion, 

Duum equili- 
brtiem iad lec 
uum prefat 

jexta Armini- 
um, ut. reddat 
falutcm bomi- 


tem, adca ul 
| uel leviffimo 
moment  smpel- 
| fatur ad puni- 
ciem? Prayral, 
Defenf. dor. | 
‘Calvini, pag. | 
455, 
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CHAP. II. 


*  ” This Rest Defined. 


aes eee onal 


SECT. L 


Dye, Ow let us fee: 1. What this Reft is. 2. What 

wer re thefe people of God , and why focalled. 3.-The | ° 
ff truth of this from other Scripture Arguments. | 
MNES 4. Why this Reft muft yee Remain. 5. Why 
COZ AP’ onely to this people of God. 6. What ufe to 
ZOGEP SL make of it. : 

1. And though the fence of the Text includes in the word Ref 
all that eafe and fafety whicha Soul, wearyed with the burthen of } 
fin and fuffering, and purfued by Law, Wrath, and Confcience, 
| hath wich Chrift in this life ; the Reft of Grace: ‘yet becaufe it 
chiefly intends the Reft of eternal Glory, as the end and main part, 
‘| fhall cherefore confine my Difcourfe to this laft. 


DEFINITION. 
R= is [The end and perfeCtion of motion.] The Saints Reft 
here in Queftion is[ The moft happy eftate of a Chriftian, 
having obtained che end of his courfes) 
SECT. IE 
Ie I Callit the[eftate] of a Chriftian, (though Perfection confilts 
in Action as the Philofopher thinks) to note both the AGiive 


_ | and Paffive fruition, wherein a Chriftians bleffednefs lies, and the 
eftablifhed continuance of both. —— | 


SECT. 


re i * ere ree i oe eC oe See ee 
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Spr. Oe 


SECT. Ill . 


2: J Callie the [moft happy] eftate, to difference it, not onely | © 

from all feeming happinefs which is to be found in the en- 
joyment of creatures; but alfo from all thofe beginnings, fore- 
taftes, earns, firft fruits, and imperfect degrees, which we have here 
in this life, while we are but in the way: Icis the Chief Good , 
which the world hath fo much difpnted,yet miftaken or neglected ; 
without which, the greateft confluence of all other good leaves a 
man miferable; and with the enjoyment of which, all mifery is 
inconfiftent. 


§- 3. 


SECT. IV. 


3. f Call it the eftate of [a Chriftian] where I mean onely the fin- 
cere, Regenerate, Sanétified Chriftian, whofe Soul having 
difcovered that excellency in God through Chrift, which is not m 
the world to be found, therenpon clofeth with him, and is cor- 
dially fet upon him. I do not mean every one, that being born} ~ 
where Chriltianity is the Religion of the Country, cakes it up 2s 0- | - 
ther fafhions, and is become a Chriftian he {carce knows how, or |. 
why : Nor mean I thofe that profe(s Chrift in words, but in works 
deny him. (J thall deferibe this Chriftian to you more plainly af- 
terward.) Ic isaneftate, to which many pretend, and that with ; 
mach confidence, and becanle they know it is onely the Chriftians ; 
therefore they all call chemfelves Chriftians: But multitudes will at | Col.1.12.A@ 
laft know, to their eternal forrow, that this is onely the Inheritance Ae Ze : 
of the Saints, and onely thofe Chriftians fhall poffefs it, who are | jou, ay ; 
not of che world, and therefore the world hates them ; who have | Mar. se. 38. 
forfaken all far Chrift, and having raken up the Crofs, do follow | Luk. 14 27. | - 
him, with patient waiting, till they inherit the promifed Glory. 


Ae I Add, That this Happinefs conffts in obtaining (che End] 
| where I mean the ultimate and principal end, not any ead} 
fecundum quid {9 called, fubordinace, ot Jefs principal ‘Not = Ae a, 

| / endl: 


a yee Aig 
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end of conclufion, in regard of time ; for fo every man hath his 
end: But che end of Intention, which fets the Soul a work, and is 
its prime motive in all its actions. That the chief Happinefs is in 
the enjoyment of this End, I fhall fully thew through the whole 


-| Difcourfe, and'therefore here omit. _ 


7 §.6. 

- Whether 
to make Sal- 
vation cur 
end be nor 
mercenary ? 
or Legal ? 
Asif the very 
feeking of life 
at all, were 
the fureft way 
to mils of it, 
Clean con- 
trary tothe 
whole renor 
of Scripture, 


: 7s 
* Vix,by way 
of merit , 
ftridly fo 
called. 


foever ‘the phrafe may {eem); you may, fo far as thiseomes to, 


SECT. VE - 


Bu it isa great doubt with many, whether the obtainment of 
this glory may be our end? nay, concluded, that its mercena- 
ry ; yea, tharto make Salvation the end of Dnty, is to be a Legalift, 
and act under a Covenant of Works, whofe Tenor is, ‘Do thi and 
Live. And many that chink it may be our end, yet think it may not 


_be our ultimate end, for that fhould be onely the glory of God. I 


thall an{wer thefe particulary and briefly. 
8 : SECT. VII. 


I. i properly called mercenary, when we expect it as wages 
 [L for work done* ; and fo we may not make itour end: O- 
therwife it is only fuch a mercenarinefs as Chrift commandeth. Fer 
confider what this efid is ; It’s the fruition of God in Chrift : and if 

feeking Chrift be mercenary, I defire to be fo mercenary. - 
2. It’snota note of a Legalift neither: Ic hath been the ground 
of a multitude of Late miftakes in Divinity, to think that [ Do this 


| and Live ] isonely the language of the Covenant of Works. It’s 


true, in fome fence itis; butin other, not, The Law of Works 
onely faith [Do thés (that is, perfe€tly fulfil the whole Law) amd 
Live] (that is, for fo doing) : But the Law of Grace faith, {Do 
this and Live] too; thatis, Beleeve in Chrift, feek him, o 

him fincerely as thy Lord and King ; forfake all, fuffer all things, 
and.overcome ; and by fo doing, or in fo doing, as the Conditions 
which the Gofpel propounds for Salvation, you fhall live. If you 
fet up che abrogated duties of the Law again, you are a Legalift : 
if you fet up the duties of the Gofpel ih Chrifts ftead, in whole or 


in part, you err ftill. Chrift hath his place and work: Duty hath 
_| its placé,and work tao: Set it but in its own place,and expect from 


it, bue itsown part, and yougo right. Yeamore (how unfavory 


trirft 
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craft to your Duty.and -Works,..that is, for your. own:part: and 
many mifcarry in expe€tmg no mare from them, (as to prayand to 
expect nothing the more,) that is, from Chrift in a way of Duty: 
For if duty have no fhare, why may we not truft Chrift as well in 
away of difobedience as duty ?:In.a word, you mutt borh ufe 
and truft duty in Subordination to Chrift, but negherufe them nor 
cru{t them in Co-ordination with him :- So that his deragates no- 
thing from Chrift, for he hath done and will do all his work per- 


feétly, and enableth his people to Theirs; Yet he is not properly | 


faid to do it himfelf; he * beleeves not, repents not,8c. but work- 
jech thefein them; thatis, enableth, and exciteth them to do it. 


SECT. VIII. 


LF T fhould quote all che Scripttres that plainly prove this, I thould 
cran{cribe a great part of the Bible : I will bring none ont of the 
Old Teftament, for I know not whether their Authority will here 
be acknowledged: Bac I defire the contrary minded, whofe con- 
fciences are tender of abufing Scripture, and wrefting it from the 
plain fence, toftudy what tolerable inrerprération can be given of 
thefe following places, which will not prove, that Life and Salya- 
tt0:2 may be, yea wast be the end of RD) oh. 5+ 39,40. Ye wil, 
not com: to.mse, that ye mix ht bave life. Mat. 11.32. The K ing- 
dom of Heavgn foeffercthviolence, and the violent take it by force. 
Mut. 7. 13. Lyk, 13.24. Strive to enter in at the trait gate. 
Phil. 2.12. Work ont your falvation With fear and trembling, 
Rom. 2.7, 19. To them, Who by papient contingance in well doing, 
Seek for glory, and honor, and immortality, eternal life ; Glory, 
haner and peace toevery man that worketh good, Ge. 1 Cor.9, 
24. Sorun,that you muy obtain. 2 Tim. 2.5. A man ys not crown. 
| ed, except he ftrive lawfully. 2Tim. 2, 12.1f we faffer with him, 
| we fhall reign With him. 1 Tim. 6.12. Fight the good fizht of 
faith, zy hold on eternal life. 1 Tign6.18,19. That they do 
good works, laying wp a good foundation againfk-the time to come, 
that they may lay hold on eternal life. Phsl. 3.14..1f of any means 
J might attain to the Refurrethien of the Dead, I prefs toward the 


ic, Attd becaufe the do@rine [Thar we niut AQ froin Life but not Fur Life, 


Relieved fr 


ats legally, or 


fo far as the 
Law required 
Faith; bur nvt 
as ic is the 
Condition or 
Ceminand cf 
the New Co- | 
venan’. — 


68. 


I fpezk the 
mo:e ot this, 
becaufe I find 
that many 
moderate men 
who think 
they have 
foun! the 


inten beuveen 


ths Antire- 


mianand the 
‘ Legalitt y yer 


do fouly errin| 


‘this pgihr. As 


Mc F. in. tne 
iarocs of 
Modera Divi- 
ni.y, a book 
applauded. b; 
fo many emi- 
nent Divines, 
in their. cam: 
mendata:y E- 
pities before | 
or in thank, |’ 


fulnefs to him that hath faved us, but not for the obtaining of Salvation] is of fuch danger- | 
ous confequence, that I would advife all min co take heed of it, that regay d their Salvation. | 


. ' ‘) 


mark ° 


t 


are C . | 
7 a ee 


” 


t 
— 


r Cor rg.ult. 
2 Cor. 4.176 
& 5, 10,11. 

2 Pct.3,10,t% 


I bere under- 


_ | cake to prove, 


that this fore- 
mentioned 
do@rine red::- 
ced to praGife 
will certainly 
be the damnas 
tion of the 
pra@ fer; Buc 
I hope many 


‘| Autinomiansdo 


ror praife 
theif own 
dottrine.. 


$9 


{ 
“y 


Ve Chrift hath 
‘) puc no fuch 


quc (tions to 
us, nor bid us 
put fuch to 
cur felves. 
Ciirift had ra- 
ther that men 
would enquire 
after cheir 


‘true willing- 


nefs to be fa- 
ved, then their 
willingnefs to 
be damned, 


| fider, Wehac.God hath joytted, man m 
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mark, for the price of the bigh cabling. coc. Rev. 32.94. Bleff ed} 


arethey that do bis comman 
the tree of life, and enter in by the gates sntothe City, Mat. 25, 
Come ye bleffed of my Father, sberit, cc. for I was beingry, and 


nts, that they may bave right to 


ye,oc. Mat. 9. Bleffed are the pure in heart, Oc. they that 


hanger and thirft, Oc. Be gladandrejoyce, for great ss your re- 
wardin Heaven. Luk, 11.2. Bleffed ave they that hear the Word 
of God, and keep it. Yea, the efcaping of Hell isa right end of Duty 
toaBeleever. Hebr. 4.1. Let us fear, leaft a promife being left 
us, of entering into his Ref, any of you fhould feem to come fort vi 
it. Luk, 12.5. Feat him that is able to deftroy both fonl and body 
in hell, yea, ( whatfoever others fay ) J fay xnto you, Fear bim. 
1 Cor.9.27.. 1 keep undér my body, and bring st in [ubjettion . 
left, when I have preached to others, I my [elf foonld be a caft-a- 
way, Multitudes of Scripcures, and S¢riprure Argaments, might be | . ” 


brought, bur thefe may {affice to any that beleeve Sctipture. °° - 


SECIOIXN.: -¢.¢ 8. 2°54 

3. | ae thofe chat think this Reft may be our end, but not’ ‘ont 
-- J ultimate end, that muft be Gods glory onely ; lettherncon-| 

| ‘not feparatés The ploris 
fying himfelt, and the faving his people, (as I judg) are not two 
Decrees with God ; burone Decree, to gforifie hts mercy ‘in cheir 
{alvation : Sol think they. fhould be with'us, one Intention : We 
fhonld aim at the glory of God (not alone confidcred, without our 
falvation, bat) in our falvation. Therefore I know no warrant for 
putting fuch a Queftion to out felves, as fome do, ‘Whether we 
could be content to be damned, fo God were glorified *? ‘Sure 
Tam, Chrift himfelf is offered to faith in terms, for the moft pare 
refpecting the welfare of the finner, more then his own abftracted 
glory : he would be received asa Saviour, Mediator, Redeemer, 
Reconciler, Interceffor, &c. And all the precépts of Scripture, be- 
ing backed with fo many promifes and threarenings, every one in- 
tended of God asa motive to us, doimply as much. If any think 
they fhould be diftinguifhed as two feveral ends, and Gods glory 
preferred ; fo they feparace them not afunder, J contend not. 


SECT. 


Same) 
bq, 
= 
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“SECT. &® . 


‘15. TN the Definition, I _ ahyiftians Happinels, the end of [his| §.10 | 
| peaige: thereby meaning, a Past, 2 Tim. 4.7. the whole a 
is life.. For as Salvation may and muft be ourend, fo not 
y the end of our faith (thongh that principally) buc of all our' 
ations ;. for as whatfoever we do, muitbe done to the glory of 
God, whether eating, drinking ,&¢. -fo muft they all be done to our. 
Salvation. That we may beleeve for Salvation, fome will grant,)! - = 
who yet deny that we may da; orcbey for it*. I would it were, * The aang ; 
well underftood, for the clearing of many controverfies, what the | ae ie } 
Scripture afaally means by Faith. Doubtlels the Gofpel takes it not | bort,’ 3 
fo ftrictly as Philofophers do; but, in a larger fence,for our obedience | __ 
to sl Gofpel precepts. To beleeve in-his name, and to receive him, | | 
are all one: but we mutt receive him as King,’ as Well as Saviour | Joh. aimee 
therefore beleeving doth not produce fabjection ‘as a fruit, but con-'| See more of 
tain it as an effenial part , tc wefay that Faith receives Chrift | ‘hs hereafter. . 
as a Saviour firft,and fo iaftifes before it eake him for King.(as fome , 
think,) which isa maimed, unfound, and no Scripture faich, I: 
donbr not, but the Soul more fenfibly looks at Salvation from’! . 
Chrift, then Government by him, in the firft work ; yet ( what. 
ever precedaneons act thete may be).it never concevesot Chritt to 
Juftification, nor knows him with the knowledg which js eternal} “°° -. 
life, till i¢ conceive of him,and know him for Lord and King: There- | 
| 


fore there is not fuch a difference between Faith and Gofpel-obedi- 
ence, or Works, as fome judg :. Obedience to the Gofpel is put: 
for Faith, and Difobedience put tor Unbelief ufually in the New 
6. Laftly, 1 make Happinefs to confift inghis end [obrained}:| ~~ ~ 
for it isnot the meer promife of it thac immediately makes perfect- | 
ly happy ;_ nor Chrifts meer purchafe, nor our meer feeking : byt, ae ee 
the Apprebending and obtaining, which fets.che Crown an the | 
Saints head ; when we -cani fay of our work, as Chrift ,of the 
price payd; Lt is inifoed ; andas ‘Paul, I have fought-2 good fight, |. 
L have finifoed my conrfe ; benceforth is laydup for me «crown of 
Salvation, 2Tim.4r7,8. a a. oa 
a ee : oar er ee ees 
be C2... CHAP.) _ 
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(7 Real aes, 


§. 2. 
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CHAP.UL 


What this Rest pref/uppofetb. | S 


SECT. L. Lf Sc eo 


Reft, you muft know, 


asy 1. There are fome things neceffarilyprefuppofed 
SWS to it: | 2 
PDYOGWD 2. Some things really conteined in it. 

1. All chefe things are prefuppofed to this Reft. . 
1. A perfon in motion, fecking Rcft. — 


SECT. II. 


2. A N End toward which he moveth for Reft: Which End 
mutt be fufficient for his Reft ; ele when “tis obtained, 
itdeceiveth him. This canbe onely God, the chief good. | 


3. A Diftance is prefuppofed from this End; elfe there can be 
| No motion fowards it. This fad diltance is the woful: cafe 
of all mankinde fince the fall: Ir was our God that we principally 
loft ; and were fhut out of his gracious prefence. Though fome 
talk of lofing onely a temporal, earthly, felicity ; fureI am, it was 
-God we fell from, and him we loft, ‘and Goce faid to be without 
him in the world ; and there would have been no death, but for 
fin; and to enjoy God without death, isneither an earthly, nor 
temporal enjoyment : Nay, in all men at Age, here is fuppofed, not 
onely a diftance from God, but alfoa contrary motion: For fin 


hath not overthrown our Being, nor taken away our Motion; bnt 


“SS. Or the clearer underftanding yet of the nature of this 
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13 
our well-being, andthe ReCtitude of our motion. When Chrift 
comes with Regenerating, Saving Grace’; he findes no man fitting 
ftill, but all pofting to eternal: Ruine, and making haft towards 
hell ; till, by conviction, he fir& bring them toa Stand; and by - 
converfion, turn firft their hearts; and then their lives, fincerely to 
himfelf. re 7 ass Ee ‘ i es cs : ees ae. Sak ‘ . *} 
_ » PROT ALY, am oe © 

»¥_ YEre is prefuppofed, aknowledg of the trueulcimate End, 4 
: H ie ealney | (ete he motion gf the Rational sil 
Creature proctedeth : An‘unkhown end, isne end ; itis’ contra~ | pa, an 
diction.’ We cantiot make that our ehd, which we know not; not | thi, Por men 
that our chief End, which we know not, or judg not, tobe the’ | of age con- 
chief Good. An unknown Good moves not to.defire or endeavor. | verted by the 


Word, not of 
thofe fan @ifi- 
_ | ed in Infancy. 


Therefore where it isnot truly known, That God is this End, and 
containeth all good in him, there is no obtaining Reft, “°° 


5+ TJ Ere is prefuppoled, not onely a diftance from this Reft, bat. 
_ alfo the true knowledge of this diftance : If-a man have 
loft his way, and know. it not, hefeeks not to retarn; If he- lofe 
~ | hisgold; and know it not, he feeks ic not. Therefore they that. 
rtever knew they were without God, never yet enjoyed him ; and 
they that never knew chey were naturally and actually in the way 
to Hell, did never yet know the way to Heaven. Nay, there will 
not onely bea knowledg of this diftance, and loft eftate, but alfo 
affeGtions anfwerable : Can a marr be brought to finde himfelf hard | - 
by the brink of hell, and not tremble ?: or: to finde he hath loft his - 
God, and his Soul; and not cry out, Jams undone ? Ox, can fuch a. 
{tupid Soul be fo recovered? This is the fad cafe of many thon- 
fands; and the reafon why fo few obtain this Reft: They will 
not be convinced, or-made fenfible, that they are,in point of title, © 
diftant from it ;. and, in point of practice, contrary to it. They 
have loft their God, their Souls, their Reft, anddo not know it; 
nor will beleeve him that tells them fo. Who evet travelled towards 
.a place, which he thought he. was at already ? or fought for chat 
which he knew not he had loft 2 Phe whole weed not the Phyfici- | 


S.5. 


an, but they that are fick, Mat.9.13.. i of 
C300 0C~COC“ CS BOTY 
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§.6. 


Tot, wecaanot move: Therefore is it ‘a moft neceflary part of our 


§. 7: 


-ance on him ; To be ftillin the path where he walks, and in that: 


| wich life, (not to enable him to move without God, but) there 


| ceeding dithcule : Whether, as fome think (but (as I judg) erroni- 


| perfonally ? (Or'as fome willdiftinguith (with whet fence I know 
| Not)it a9 the perfon of the holy Ghoft, but vot perfonally;) "Whether 
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cat! SECEVE |e 


| —. . wl, we Be Is a te aS ee ee ae 
6.] JEre isallo fuppofed, A fuperionr moving Caufe, ‘and an in; 
"H: fluence there: from; elfe fhonld we all (and fil, and nos 
move a ftep forward toward our Reft ; no more then the inferioar 
wheels in the Watch would ftir, if yoatake away the fpring, or the 
fick mover. This prisms movens 1s God : What hand God hath 
in evd Actions; ot whether ‘hé affotd the like influence to -their 
production? Lagyill not here tropble this Difeourfe, and the Reader 
to difpute.' The cafeis clear.in Good Actions: It God: mowe ns 


Chriftian Wifdoin, to keep ovr fobordiziatian to God, and depend- 


way where his Spirit doth moft ufizally move. Take heed of being 
eftranged or {eparated fram God,or of {lacking your dayly expecta- 
tions of renewed help, or of growing infenfible of the neceflity of 
the continual influence and afittence of the Spirit. When you once 
begin to trult to your ftock of habituall Grace, and to depend on 
yout own underftandig or refolution , for duty and holy walling, 
You are then.in:a dangeroys declining Srate- In.every duty remem- 
ber Chrifts words, 7ob. 15.5... Withope me ye cant do nothing. And 
2Cor.3,5. Not, that we.ere [ufficient of our [elves to. shink any 
thing as of our felucs, but.our [ufficiescy is of God, a, 


se ps SECT.VIR oon 
+.¥_Y Ere is fuppoted' An Intetnal principle of lite 40, the perfon : 
| H God moves.not man like a ftone, but by enduing him firft 


to qualifie him ro move himéelf, in {ubordination to God the fir 
mover. What the nature of this fpiritual life is, is. a Queftion ex- 


oufly) ic be Chrift himfclf in Perfon,or Effence ?--or. the holy Gboft 


tt be an Accident,or:Quality ? or whether it be'a fpititudl fubRance, 
as the foul it felf?. Whether. it be pnly'an AG? ot adifpofition? » 


[ora habit? (as its generally taken.) Whethera habit infufed? or 


acquired 


s 


e oe 
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acquired by frequent A@s,to-which the foul hath been morally per- 
fwaded yk whether it be fOmewhat lower then-xhabit, 2. Pra 
power, viz. potentia  Srapobachien Bar credendi, volendi, Hc. 
in piritealibns ? *Which fome think, the moft probable, and that 
ic was fucha gag that e-fdam lof, and that the natural man (as. 
experience tells us) is {till devoyd of Whether facha power can 
be concetyed, which is not Reafon it felt ? and whether. Reafon be 
not the Soul it elf?’ and fo we fhould make the foul-diminifhed and 
encreafed, asbodies: Whether {pirits have Accidents, asc 
fubftances have 2? A multicude of {uch difficulties occur, which will 
be difficulties while the’ Do@trine of Spirits and Spitituals is fo dark 
tous; and that ‘Will be while the daft: of imiortality-and ‘corruption 
isin oureyes. Thisismy comfort, thac death will fhordy blow 
ont this duft, and chen J fhall be refolved of thefe, and mote, 


In the mean time I ama — and know little in this whole do- 
Ctrine of {piries,and fpiricual workings, further chen Scripture’ clear- 
ly revealech. ; Bo ~ he eke neee oF BS eo yregas: — 


SECT. IX. 


9- T_J Exe is preftppofed al(0,as motion; fo fach motion asis right- 


ly ordered and direGted toward the end. - Not all motion, 

Jabour, feeking, that brings to Reft. Every way leads not. to this 
end ; But he whofe goodnefs hach appointed the ‘end, hath in his 
wifdom, and by his foveraign authority, appomted the way. ° One 
own iavented ways may feem to us more wife, comly, equal, plea- 
nt; 
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* Some think, 
That the prac 
vity of nacure 
containcth a 


want of the j@- 


temtia, 2s well 
as of the habit. 
Some fay, The 
potentia prima; 
Ochers ,* The 
Potentia fecun- 
da. Some 
work of the 


‘{pirie doth bue 


make an im. 
eilion onthe 
internad fenfe, 
anfwerable to 
that gualitas 


wabnrinn 
otentia fecunda, 


§.8. 


§.9. 


Mat.3rr, 22. 
Mar. 7. 13. 
Luk.1 3.24-35 


r Pet.4 18. 


Sa a aE a a 
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(ant ;, but that is the beft Key. thag:will open.theLock, which none | 
but that of Gods appointing will do. Oh the pains that Ginners take, 
and wordlings take, but not for this Reft ! Oh the pains and coft | 
that many an ignorant and fuperftitious foul is at for chis Reft, but 
all in vain | Hqw ‘many bave azeal of God, but wot according to 
knowledg.? Who being ignorant of Gods Righteou{ns[s, and going 
about to; eftablih their own, Righteon{ne/s,: have. not (ubmitted 
themfebves tothe Righteou{ne/s of God: Nor known, That Chri? 
1s the cnd of the Law forRighteon(nefs to every one that believeth? 
Rows: 1 0.2,3 4+, Chrilt is the door, the only way,tothis Reft. Some 
will allow norhingplle to be called the way, left it Decogate from 


2 . 


:..The truthris, Chrift is the only Way ga. the Father :. Yer 


-| faith ‘is: the -way to Chrift ; and Gofpel Obedience, or Faith and 


Works, the way for thofe to walk in, that are in Chrift. There be 
(as before) many ways requifice in Subordination to Chrift, bur 
none in.Co-ordination with him,. So thep, it’s only Geds way, - 
that will lead to this end and Reft. — a arn 
10. -T~ Here is {uppofed alfo, as motion rightly ordered, fo {trong 

T and conftane motion: which may reach the end. If there 
be not ftrength put to che bow,the Atrow will not reach the mark: 
The Lazy. world, that think all tov much, will find this to their coft 
one day. They thatthink lefs ado mighc have ferved, do butte- 


' ay ' 


’ 


| proach Chrilt for making us fo muchto do. They that have been 
| moft holy, waachful, painful to get faith and affurance, do fad when 


they.come to dye, all roo little: We fee dayly-the belt Chriftians 


| when dying, Repenz their Negligence; Ioeves knew any chkore- 


pent his holinefs, and diligence, . Iv would gri¢ve a maps ioul to {ee 
a multitude of miftaken finnersylay out cheir wit,and care,and pains, 
fora thing of nought, and think to have eternal Salvation witha | 
wilh. It che way to Heaven be nor far harder then the world ima- 
gines, then Chrift and his Apoftles knew not the way, or elfe have 
deeeived us: For they have told us, That the Kingdom of Heaven 


-fuffereth violence ; That the gatéis {traic,and the way narrow, and | 


we sult {trive if we willentet,foy many fhall feek to enter, and not 
be able; (which implics the fainmefs of their feeking , and 
that. they put not ftrengch to the work, and that the righte- 
Qus:. phemfelves are, (cgrctly. faved. If ever Soul obtain Sglvatioa. 

ee eengett aerate een, an 


| i the worlds commin,carelefs,cafie way}then T'l fay there ig'a near- 


¢ 
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er way found out then ever God in Scripture hath revealed ro the 
fons of men. Bat when they have obrained Life and Reft, in this 
way, ler chem boaft of it ; cil then, let chem give usf-ave (who 
would fain go upon {are grounds in point of eternal Salvation) to 
beleeve, thac God knows the way berter then they, and chat his 
Word isa erve and infallible difcovery thercof. : 
- I have feen this Doétrine alfo thrown by with contempt by o- 
thers, who fay; What, doyon fet us a working for heaven? Doth 
our ducy do any thing? Hathnot Chrilt done all? Is not this to 
make hima half Saviour ? and to preach Law ? 
eAnf. It isto preach che. Law of Chrift; his Subjects are not 
Lawlefs ; It is to preach Duty to Ch:ift: No more exact requirer 
of duty, or hater of fin, chen Chrift. Chrift hath done, and will do 


all his work, arid theretore is a perfect Saviour ; but yet leaves for | 


us a. work too: He hath paid all the price, and left us none to pay ; 
yet he never intended his purchafe fhould put us into abfolute, im- 


mediate perfonal ticle to glory in point of Law, much lefs into im- 


micdiate p-fleffion : Whac title we may have from his own, and 
his Fathers fecret counted, is nothing to the Queftion. He hath pur- 
chafed che Crown to beftow,only on Condition of beleeving, deny- 
ing all for him,(uffering with him,perfevering and overcoming. He 
hath purchafed Juftification to beftow only on condition of our 
beleeving,yea repenting and beleeving *. That the firft Grace hath 
any fach Condition, I will not Affirm; but all following mercies 
have: Though ‘tis Chrift that enableth alfo to perform the Condi- 
tion. It isnot a Saviour offcred, but reecived alfo, that muft fave : 
f¢-is aot the blood of Chrift fhed only, but applyed.alfo chat muit 
fully deliver : Nor is irapplyed co the Juftification, or Salvation of 
a ficepy Soul: Nor doth Chrift carry us to heaven ina chair of fe- 
curity. Where be will pardon, he will make you pray, Forgive ss 
our srespaffes ; and where he will give Righteoutnefs, he will give 


hongering and thirfting: Ic is not through any imperfetion in} 


Chrift, that the Righteous are {catccly faved ; no nor that the wick- 
ed perifh, as they thall be convinced one day. In the faine fence as 
the prayer-of rhe faichful, if fervenc, availech for oucward mercies, 
asvche fame fence ic prevaileth for Salvation alfo ; For Chrift hath 


parchafed both. And as Baprifin is faid to fave us, fo other duties | 


‘ 
t 


. 
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« See Door | 
Feunifor on § 
thisSubjed. | 


James 5.16. 


too: Therefore fay not,ic is not duty, bac Chrift : For itis Chrift in. 1 Pet. 3 2ke 
| dD .. : : 2 


} Mark 13. 13. ; : 
22. | but che promifes Rev. 2. c 3. to him that overcometh. 
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Gal,3 3. 


Mat. 24.13. 


§.11, 


§. 12 


| Prov.4.6, 


“| Mat.11.30. 


I lohn 53. 


“| we call violent or conftrained, (none can force it) but natural, viz. 


| chiefeft defired , though laft obtained. Obferve it, and beleeve 
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a way of duty. Asduty cannot do it without Chrift, fo Chrift will 
not without duty: But of thisehoughhefor. === : 

And as this motion muft be {trong ,fo conftant,or it will fall (hort. 
of Reft. To begin in the Spirit, and end in the Ach, will not bring 
to theend of the Saints. The certainty of the Samts perfeveranee, 
doth not make admonition to conftancy anufeful. | Men as feem- 
ingly holy as the belt of us, have fallen off. He that knew it nnpof 
fible, in che foundation, to deceive the Elect, yer {aw it neceffary to 
warn us,that he (only) that endureth to the end thall be faved: Read 


SECT. Xi. 


11." T Here is prefuppofed alfo to the obtaining of chis Reft, a 
T itore defe after it. The.Souls motion is not that which 


according to our new nature. As every thing inclines to its proper 
Center, fo the Rational Creature is carryed on in all its motion, 
with defires after itsend. This end is the firft thing intended, and 


it,who ever thou arc; there was never Soul that made Chrift and 

lory the principal end ; nor that obtained Reft with God, whofe 
aah wasnot fet upon him, and that above all things elfe in the 
world whatfeever: Chrift brings the heart to heaven firft,and then 
the perfon: His own mouth fpoke tt; Where your treafure is, 
there Will your heart be alfo, Mat.6.21. A fad condlfion to 
thoufands of profefled Chriftians. He that had truly rather have the 
enjoyment of God in Chrift, then any thing in the world thal have 
it; and he ‘that had rather have any thing elfe, fhall not have this, 
(except God change him.) It’s true, the Remainder of our old 
nature will much weaken and interrupt thefe defires, but never o- 
vercome them. | 


SECT. XII. 


12.9 Aftly, here isprefyppofed, painfulnefs and wearinefs in our 

motion. This arifeth not from any evil in che work of way ; 
for Chrifts yoke is eafie, his burden light, and his commands not 
grievous: But 1. From the oppofition we meet with. 2+ The 


con- 


‘ _ ae os me SF eSeOU” ae ey ee ho bea OE 
‘ . 
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contrary principles ftill remaining in our nature, which will make } 
ws cty our, O Wretched men, Rom. 7.24. 3+ The weaknefs of } 
our graces, and fo of our motion: Greatlabour, where there is a 

Bie ftrength, is apleafure ; but to the weak, how painful | 
With what panting and ‘weatine{s dotha feeble man afcend that | 
bill, which the found man runs up with eafe | We are all; everi the | 
beft, but feeble. Aceafie, dull profeffion of R .uigion, that never 
encountereth with thefe difficulties and pains, ts aad ign of an un- | 
found heart. Chrift indeed hath freed us from the Impoffibilities of | 
the Covenant of Works, and from the burden and yoke of Legal | 
Ceremonies,but not from the difficulcies and pains of Gofpel duties. | 
4. Our continued diftance from the End, will raife fome grief alfo : 
for defire and hope, implying che abfence of the thing defired, and 
hoped for, do ever imply alfo fome grief for that abfence’; which 
all vanifh when we cothe to poffeffion. All chefe twelve things 
oe in a Chriftians Motion , and fo prefuppofed to his 
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c 


l 
:Num 24.15, 
16 §. 
: Deut, 34:1 52, 
ff 334 
Math, 83+ 445 
45, 46- 
AG. 7:35,56. 


jerptrerterretesesrtete 


\thew_ both you and me his Inhericance ; Not aS to Balam 


| Land, which he never entered: But as the pearl was revealed to the 


| and bonght it: and as Heaven was opened to bleffed Stephen, 


We lee > cel ce ge <a a 
‘. Se 
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CHAP. IV. ae a | 


W hat this Rest containeth. 


SECT. I. 


NS Ut all this is onely the outward Court, orat leaft 
RG Not the holieft of all: Now we have afcended thefe 
“2 fteps, may we look within the vail? May we fhew 


S what this Reft containith, as well as what it pre- 
ESTRAAY  fuppofeth? But alafs, how litde know I of that; 
whereof I am about to fpeak ! Shall I fpeak before I know ? But 
if I ftay cill I clearly know, I fhall not come again to fpeak. Thar 
glimpfe which Pasx/ faw, contained chat which could not, or mult 
not be uttered, ot both. And if Pas/ had had a tongue to have nt- 
tered it, it would have done no good, except his hearers had ears 
to hearit. If awl had {poke the things of Heaven in the language 
of Heaven, and none undcrftood that language, what the better 2 
Therefore I'l fpeak, while I may, that little, very little which I do |. 
know of it, rather then be wholy filenc: The Lord reveal it to me, 
that I may reveal it toyon: and the Lord open fome lighr, and. 


onely , whofe eyes the vifion of God opened, to fee the goodlinefs 
of facobs tents, and //rae/s taburnacles, where he had no portion ; 
but from whence muft come his own deftruGion : Nor as to Ale 
fes, who had onely a difcovery, in {tead of poffcffion, and faw the 
Merchant in the Gofpel, who refted not till he had fold all he had, 
which be was fhortly to enter, and the glory thewed him, which 
Qhauld be hisown pofleffion. - < : 


SECT. 


— 
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| SECT.1 | 
Here is Contained in thisReft. © : 


tT. A Ceffation from Motion or A@tion ; not of all action, | 


3 
but of that which hath the nature of a Means, and implies the ab- 
fence of the End. When:we have obtained the Haven, we have 
dope failing. When the workman hath his wages, it isimplyed, he 
bath done his work. When we are at our journeys end, we 


§.1. 

_. Ceflation 
from all thac 
a@ion which 
hath the na- 

ture of means, 


have done with the way. All Motion ends at the Center ;. and all | 


Means ceafe, when we have the End. Therefore prophecying 


ceafeth, tongues fail, and knowledg fhall be done away ; that is, 


fo far as it had the nature of a Means, and was imperfect: And fo 
faith may be faid to ceafe ; not all faith, ( for how fhall we know 
all things paft which we faw not but by beleeving ? how fhall we 
‘knew the laft Judement, the refurretion of the body, before hand, 
bur by bcleeving 2? how thalt we know the life everlafting the Erer- 
nity of the joys we poflefs, but by beleeving? ) But all chat faith 
which as a Meang referred to the chief End fhall ceafe. There fhall be 
No More prayer,becanfe no more neceffity,but the full enjoyment of 


1 Cor. 13,8. 
1, Knowledg. 
2. Faith, 
(How far.) 


3. Prayer, 


what we pray’d for. Whether the foul pray for the bodies refurrecti- | 


on,for the laft judgment,&c-or whether foul and body pray for the 


{ eternal continuance of their joys,is to me yet unknown : Orherwife | 


we fhall not need to pray for what we have ; and we hall have all 
thac is defirable. Neither (hall we need to faft, and weep, and 
watch any more, being out of the reach of fio and temprations. 
Nor will there be ufe for InftruCtions and Exhortations : Preaching 
is done; The Miniftry of man’ ceafeth Sacraments ufelefs ; The 
Laborers called in, becan‘e the harveft is gathered ; the cares burn- 
ed, and: the work ss.done ; The Un ate paft hope ; che Saints 
fear, for ever: Much ie{s fhall there be any need of laboring 
r inferior ends, as here we do ; feeing they will all devolve them- 
felves into the Ocean of the ultimate End, and che leffer. good be 
wholy {wallowed up of the Greateft.  . = 4 


: SECT. JI. | . 

| 2 Tis Reft containeth a perfect freedom: from all tHe-Evils 

|. Sb: thataceompanied us — our courfe, and-which nece!- 
, 5. | 


- 
ree ‘ — 


farily. 


4,50 Fafting, 
Weeping , 
Warching , 
Preaching, & 
Sacraments, 


; § - 2e 
2. Perfegt 


freedom from || 


Eyil. 


BE 


I. Sin, . , 
Rev, 2t, 27. 
 g, Sorrow 


and fuffering. 


zt, 22» 


{ 
( 


+ §.3e, 
3. Perfonal 
perfection in 
the higheft | 
.degree,both of 
, Soul & Body. 


_| deférves the name of evil. Indeed a gale of Groans and. Sighs, a 


_| have o¢cafion to fpeak more fully of this int that which follows. 


nor Ear heard, nor. Heart conceived what God hath layd up for 
"| chem chat wait for him ; For che Eye of fieth ts not capable of 
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farily follow our abfence from the chief good. Befides our freedom 
from thofe ecémal flames, and reftlefs miferies, which the neglecters 
of Chrift and Grace muft remedikfly endute ; an inheritance which 
both by birch and a¢tual meric, was daeto ts, aswell as to them. 
‘As God-will not know tke wicked, fo as to own them ;- fo neither 
will Heaven know iniquity to receive it: for there enrereth no- 
thing that defileth, or is unclean ; all chac Remains without. And 
donbrlefs there isnot fucha thing as Grief and Sotrow known 
‘there :. Nor is there fuch a thing; as a:pale face, a languid body, 
feeble joynts, unable infancy, decrepit age, peecattt humors, do- 
lorous ficknefs., griping fears, conluming-cares; nor whatfoever 


Kream of Tears, accompanyed tisto the very Gates, and there bid 
us, farewel, for ever : We did weep and lament, when the world 
did rejoyce ; buc our Sorrow is tamed into;Joy, and our: Joy fhall 
No man take from us. God were nonthe chief and perfect good, if 
the full fruition of him did not ftee ds frdm all Evil: Bur we. thall 


fag toy res 


ee 2°8 SECT. lll . 


3. “PF His Reft containeth, the Higheft Degree of the Saints per- 

‘K fonal perfection; both of Soul and Body. This neceffarily 
qualifies them to enjoy the Glory, and thronghly to partake rhe 
{weernefs of it. Were the Glory fever fo great, and. themfelves 
ndt made capable :by:a-perfonal perfection fuirable thereto, it 
would be litde to theth. There’s neceflary aright difpofition of the 
Recipieric, toa night enjoying, and affcCuing : This is one thing tliat 
makes the Saints Joys there fo preat; Here, Eye hath not feen, 


feeing it, nor this Ear of hearing it, Dor.this Heart of anderftand- 
ing it; But there the Eye, and Ear, and Heart are made capable ; 
elfe how do they enjoy it ? The more perfect the fight is, the more 
delightful che beautiful object. The mote pertect the Appetite, che 


{weeter the Food. The more mufical the Ear, the more pleafant . 


the Melndy. The more perfect the Sovl, the mote Joyons thofe 
Joys, ahd the: more Glorious to us is that Glory. Nor is it onely- 
: ee our 


Ew we 
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our finful imperfection, that is here to be removed ; nor onely that 
which is the fruit of fin’; bat that which adhered to us in our pure 
naturals, Adams d the Garden, wasneither fin nor the fruit 
of fm: Nor is either to be lefs Glorious then the Scars, or the Sun 
in the Firmament of our Father: Yet is this the digniry to which 
the Righteous fhall be adyanced. There is far more procured by. 
Chrift, then was loft by e4dam. It’s. the mifery of wicked men 
here, char all withont them is.mercy, excellent mercies ; but with- | 
in them a heart full of fin fhuts the door again{t afl. and makes 
them but the more miferable. When all’s well within, then all’s 
well indeed. Theneer Good, is the beft ; and rhe neer evil and ene- 
ony, the wort. Therefore will God, as a fpecial part of his Saints 
Happine(s, perfet themfelves,as wellas their condition.. 
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Gen. 2, 19 
Dan. 12. 3. 


SECT. IV. 


"THis Reft containeth,as the principal part, our neareft frnition 
: J ot God the Chiefeft Good. had bee, Reader, wonder 
not If Ibe at alofs; and if my apprehenfions receive but little of 
that whichis in my expreffions. IF to the beloved Difciple that 
darft fpeak and enquire into Chrifts fecrets, and was filled with his 
Revelations,and faw the new fers/cless in her Glory, and had feen 
Chrift, Mofes and Elias in part of theirs; If ir did not appear to 
han what we fhall be,bur only io general, that when Chrift appears, 
we fhall be like bim, no wonder if I know little. WhenI know 
fo litde of God, I cannor know much what it is to enjoy bim. 
When it is fo little I know of ming own foul, either it’s quiddity, 
or icy, while it’shere in this Tabernade; how litte mult I 
needs know of the Infinite Majefty, or the flare of chis foul, when 
it’s advanced to that enjoyment ? If I know fo little of Spirits and 
Spirituals, how lictle of the Father of Spirits? Nay, if [never faw 
chat creature, which contains not fomething unfearchable ; nor the’ 
worm fo (mall, which afforded not matter for Queftions to puzzle 
che greateit Phylofopher that ever I met with, no wonder. then if. 
maine eye fail when I would look at God,my tongue fail me in fpeak- - , 
ing of him, and my heart in conceiving. Aslongasthe Athenian | tranquslla piss . 
Superfeription doth fo too well {nice with my facrifices, [To the | 1° cernere. fink, 
poe apa God, ] and while I cannot contain the {malleft ryyelec 5 | Vide Gcvlon. 
part.3 Alphabet divini Amore; cap.14. egregie de attributis & sa a expatiantem, 

its. | os 


8.4. 
4. Chiefly the 
necreft: fruiti- 
on of God the 
chief Gocd. 


I Joh, 36 Ze 
O qui perpetna 
mundum ratio 
ne eubernas, 
Terrarum ce- 
lique fator, qui 
tempus ab evu; 
Ire jubcs (lab:- 
Lifque manens 
das cuntia .- 
moveri ; | 
Peincipium , 
reékor , dux , {t- 
mite, terminws 
idem ; | 
Th rvequies 


Py 
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It’s liecle I can contain of this immenfe Ocean. We thall never be 
capable of clearly knowing, till we are capable of fully enjoying, 
nay nor till we do actually enjoy him. What ftrange concetvings, 
hath a man born blind, of the Sun, and its light 2 or manborn deaf, 
of che natureof founds and mufick ? So do we yet want that fenfe, 
by which God muft be clearly known. I f{tand and look upon a 
heap of Ants, and fee them all with one view, very bufie to licele 
purpofe; They know not me,my being t1ature,or thoughts,though 
Tam their fellow creature: How litce then mult we know of the 
great Creator, though he with one view continually beholds us all. 
Yet a knowledg we have, though imperfect, and {uch as muft be 
done away: A Glimpfe che Saints behold, though bur ina glafs ; 
Which makes us capable of fome poor, general, dark apprehenfions 
of whac we fhall behold in Glory. It 1 fhould cella Worldling 
but what the holinefs and Spiritual Joys of the Saints on earth are, 
he cannot know it; for grace cannot be clearly known without 
grace: how much lefs could. he conceive it, Should I tell him of 
this Glory ? But to the Saints I may be fomewhat more encoura- 
ged to fpzak ; for Grace giveth them a dark knowledg, and flight 
tafte of Glory. . a 
As allGood whatfoever is comprifed in God, and all in the creature 
are but drops of this Ocean : So all the Glory of the bleffed is com- 
prifed in their enjoyment of God ; and if there be any mediate Joys 
there, they are but drops from chis, If men and Angels fhould 
| ftudy to fpeak the blefledne(s of chat eftate in one word, what can 
they fay beyond this, That ic is the neareft enjoyment of God ? Say 
they have God, and you fay they have all, that’s worth a having. 
O the full J oys offercd to a belcever in that one fentence of Chrifts, 
I would not for all che world, that one. verfe had been left out of the 
Bible: Father, will chat thofe whens thon bast given me, be With 
me Where I am, that they may behold myGlory which thus haft 
given me, John 17. 24. Every word full of Lifeand Joy. If the 
Queen of Sheba had caufe to fay of Sefcmons Glory, Happy are 
thy mcn, happy are thefe thy fervants that ftand continsally before 
thee, and that hear thy Wwifdom ; then {ure they that ftand continu- 
ally before God, and fee his Glory, and the Glory of the Lamb, are 
_| fomewhat more then happy : To chem will Chrift give to eat of 
the Tree of Life, which ws in the msidft of the Paradifs of God, Rev. 
2.7. And to eat of the bidden Manna,verf.17. Yea, he will make 


th. 993 
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them Pillars in the Semple of God, and they fhall 10 WO ; 
and he will Wwrste spon them ‘. Name of fc . Chey if pr aphea ‘Some inter. 
the Csty of bisGod, (New ferufalem,| which cometh down ae ie moft of 
heaven from his Gog,and bss own New Name Rev.3.12. Yea more es age ae 
(if more may be). he w7// grant them to fit with him in his Throne Recela ha 
Rev. 3.21. Thefe are they Who come ont of great tribulation, |f the Chur- 
and have wafbedtheir robes, and made then White iz the blood of ches glory on 
the Lamb ; Therefore are they before the Throwe of God and ferve oe : ue 
hins day and night in his Temple; and he that fitteth on the Throne ‘wai: a 
{hall dwell among them: And the Lamb which is in the midft of the | ™* ¢ Recrea- 
Throne fhall feed them,andlead them unto living fountains of wa. |i oMtium qui) 
terzand God fhall wipe away all tears from their eyes,Rev.7.14,15. dail, Vewite 
'7.And may wenot now boat with the Spoule,7 has 1 my Beloved, pet laberatis, 

O da hters of Jerufalem ? and this is the Glory of che Saints | Oh oe? Anima: 
blind deceived world ; Can you fhew us fuch a Glory ? This is the 

City of our God, where the Tabernacle of God & with men. and he 

will dwell with them, and they fall be his poople, andGod him/zl 
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enn quae em 
be, radicata in 

foall be with them, and be their Ged, Rev.21.3. The Glory of Sp ae a 
Soall lighter it, and the Lamb is the light thereof, Verh24. And | 144 vero in te 
there fhall be no more curfe, but the Throne of G id and the Lamb |"" ft, malts 
foal! be in it and his fervants fhall Serve him, and they foall fee bis tid sata 
face, and his name fhall be in their foreheads. | Lhefe fayings are moe 
faithful and true, and thefe are the things that must foorely be Tu fuficientis. 
done, Rev. 22. 3,4,6. Andnow we fay (as Mephibofheth) Let | #74 53; Qui} 
the world take all befides, if we may but fee the face of onr Lord in oe baice totum 
j peace. Ifthe Lord lift up the light of his countenance on us here, | tf: 2% 73 | 

if puts more gladne(s in our hearts,then the worlds encreafe can do, see 
Pfal.4.6,7.Bow much more when in his *light we fhall have light, | 
without darknefs ; and he (hall make us full of Joy with his coun- | '¢/'s "0 ref 
tenance. *Rejoyce therefore in the Lord, O ye righteous, and [bout | 
for IZ» a aad are upright of heart, and fay wich his fervanc. 
David, Thg Lord is the portion of mine inheritance : The Lines 
are fallen to me in pleafant places ;. jen, Ihave agoodly heritage : 
L have fog the Lord always before me; becaufe he is at m 3 be | WE ialm 36.9 

hand, 1 foall not be moved . ys + glad, andy | AEE 2 28 

, moved: Therefore my heart is glad, and my\" Pisin a>” 
Glory reioyceth ; my fete alfo foall reft in hope : For he Vell nct| 3 ™ 
diol 7 inthe grave, nor Suffer me (tor ever) to fee Corraptson : | 
; wits foew me the path of isfe, (and bring me into) hisprefence| . 
| where 38 fulnefs of joy, and at hisright hand, where are pleafures }. , 


fe, 
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] John 1, 12 
1 John 1, 3< 
i Jol.4.15,36 


Pfalm 148, 
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for evermore, Pfal.16.5,6,8,9,10,11. who therefore have I in 


heaven but him,or in earth that I defire befideshim? My flefo and 


my heart (have failed, and will) fail me; but God is the flrength 
my heart, and (willbe) my Portion for ever,: He fhall guide me 
with his connfel, and afterward receive me to glory: eAnd as they 
that are far from him perify ; fois it Good (the chief Good) for us 
to be near to God, Pfal.73.24,25,26,27,28. 

__ The Advancement is.exceeding high: What unreverent damne- 
ble prefumption would it have been, once to have thought or fpoke 
of fucha thing, if God had not fpoke it before us? I durftnor 
have thought of che Saints preferment in this life, as Scripture fets it 
forth, bad it not been the exprefs truth of God. What vile unman- 
nerlinefs to talk of (being fons of God, ] [fpeaking to him, ] ((ha- 
ving fellowfhip and communion with him, ; (dwelling in him,and 
he inus; } if thishad not been Gods own Language ? How much 
lefs durft we have once thought, of [being brighter then the Sun in 
Glory 2 of being coheirs with Chrift? of judging the world? of 


fitting on Chrifts Throne? of being one with him, ] if we had not 


all chts from the mouth, and under the hand of God? But hath he 
faid it,and {hall ic not come to pafs ? Hath he fpoken it, and-will he 
not do it? Yes, as trueas the Lord God is true,thus (hail it be done 
to the man whom Chrift delights to honour. The eterual God is 
s their Refuge, and underneath are the everlafting Arms: eAnd 
the beloved of the Lord foall dwed in [afct by him, andthe Lord 
Shall cover thers all the day long, and he jhall dwell within their 
fooulders, Deut.33,27,12. S urely gooduels and mercy foall follow 
them all the days of their lives, and then they foall dwell sw the 
honje of the Lord for ever, Plal.23.6. Oh Chriftians ! beleeve and 
confider this. Is Sun, and Moon, aind Stars, and all creatures called 
upon to praife the Lord ¢ What then fhould his people do? Surely 
they are nearer him, and enjoy more of him,then the bruits (hall do. 
All his works praife him, but (above all) let his Sairgs blefs him, 
Pfal.t45.10. Oh let them fpe.ck of the Slory of his Kingdom, and 
talk of his porer: To make known to the fous of meu bis mighty 


Atts, end tie Glorious ALajesty of bis K ingdom, Verfit1.12. Let}. 


his praife be in the Cangregation of his Saints :. Let Jfrael re- 
joyce tahimthat made him; let the children of Zion be joyful an 
their King: Let the Saints be joyful in Glory; let thems fing a- 
loud upon their beds + Let the high praifes of God be in Beir 


mouth ; 
aes eater eae eine 
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ov the Lord taketh pleafure in bis people, and will beatific the 
meck With falvation, Plal 149.1 ,2.595,4. Dh ws the Light that 
is fown for the Righteous, and gladnefs for the mpright in heart, | 
Pla 97.11. Yea, this honoxr haveall bis Saints, Pfam 149. 9. 
If the eftare of the Devils, before their fall, were not much meaner | 
then chis, (and perhaps lower then fome of their fellow Angels) 
{urely them fin was moft accurfed and deteftable. Could they yet 
afpire higher? And was there yer room for difconrent ? What is it 
then that would fatisfie them? Indeed 'the diftance that we finners | 
and mortals are at from our God, leaves us fome excufe for difcon- |: 
tent with our eftate. The poor foul out of the depth cries, and cries 
aloud, as if his Father were out of hearing : fometime he chides the 
interpofing clouds, fometime he is angry at the vaft gulf that’s fer 
between, fometime he would fain have the vail of mortality drawn: 
afide, and chinks death hath forgot his bufinefs ; he ever quartels 
with this Sin that feparates, and longs till it be feparated from his 
Soul, that it may feparate God and him no more: Why, poor 
Chriftian be of good chear ; the Time is Near, when God and thou 
fhallbe Near, and as Near as thou canit well defire : Thou fhale 
dwellin his family, is chat enough ? it’s better to bea door-keeper 
in his honfe, then enjoy the portion of the wigked. Thou fhalc 
ever ftand before him, about his Throne, in the room with him, in }, 
his prefence chamber. Woitldft thou yet he nearer 2 Thow fhalt be 
his child, and he chy Father ; thou (hale bean heir of his Kingdom ;- 
yeamore, che Spoufe of his Son; and what more canft thon de- 
fire? Thou fhale be a member of the body of his Son, he fhall be 
chy Head ; chou fhale be one with him, who is one with the Fa- 
ther. Read what he hath defired for chee of his Father; fob» 17. 
21 ,22,23. That they all may be one, as thon Father art in me, and 
Tin thee, that they alfo may be onein us; and the Glory which 
thom gaveft me, I have given them, that they may be one,. ever as 
We are one, Linthem, and thou in me, that they may be made per-. 
| felt in one, that the world may kiww, that thou haft fent me, and 
haét loved them, as thor hast forced me, What can you defire yet 
more? except you will (as fome do ) abufe Chrifts expreffion of.| 
onenefs, to conceive of fuch.a union as fhall Deifie. us; Which} = 
were afin one ftep beyond che afpiting Arropancy of Adams, and, |. - 
I chink, beyond chat of che Devils. A Real Conjanétion Ginpro-| ©. 0. 
perly called cd Union) we owy expect. -And a true Union of Affectis | 


E 2 ons)! 


= . - 


The Saints everlafting Ref. 


ons, A Moral Union, (improperly {till called Union,) Anda crue 
Relative Union, fuch as isbetween the members of the fame po- 
litical body and the Head, yea fuch as is between the husband and 
the wife, who are called one ficfh. Anda real communion, and 
Communication of Real Favours,flowing from the Relative Union. | 
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I cake not the 
word Real, as 


oppofite to | Tt there be any more, it is acknowledged uncanceiveable, and con- 

= ned,but to | fequently unexpreffable, and fo not to be Spokenof, If anycan 

Ronee conceive of a proper Real Union and Identity, which fhall neither 

be a unity of Effence, nor of perfon with Chrift (as I yet cannot) 

_| Ifhall ot oppofe tt: But to think of Sucha Union,were high Blaf- 

eee phemy. Nor muft you think of a Union (as fome do) upon natural 
ce Mr Wan 


Grounds, following the dark miftaking principles of P/ato and. 
Plotinus. If your thoughts be not guided and limitted by Serip- 


Anfwer to the 
L. Brook fully 


enthis, ture in chis, you are loft. 
2. How de we Dueft. But how tsit we fhall enjoy God ? 
enjoy God ? Anj. That’s the fifth and lalt.we come to. 
| . S E C T. Vv. 
5.A he and | 5-" 9 His Reft coptaineth A Sweet and conftant Action of all the 
conftant A&i- Powers of the Soul and Body in this fruition of God. It ts 


ton of all che 
powers of the 
Soul in the 
fruition of 


not the Reft of a ftone, which ceafech from all motion, when it at- 
tains the Center. The Senfes themfelves (asI judg) are not only 
| Paffive in receiving their object, but partly Paflive, and parcel 


God. Adtive. Whether the external Senfes, fuch as now we have, fhall 
1. Of the —_| be continued and imployed in this work, is a great doubt. For fome 
Seales, of them, it's ufually acknowledged,they fhall ceafe, becaufe their Be- 
ing imporceth cheir ufe, and their ufe implyeth our eftate of Imper- 
fection: As there isno ufe for eating and drinking, fo neither for 
the rafte. But for other Senfes theQucftion will be harder : For 
fob faith, J fL2ll {ce him with thefe eyes. a 
But do not ail fenfes imply our imperfection ? If 7ob did fpeak | 
of more then a Redemption from his prefent diftrefs (as it’s like'he 
I think che | did,) yet certainly thefe eyes willbe made fo Spiritual, chat whe- 
aie Leen ther che name of Senfe, in the fame fence as now, fhall befic them, 


isa queftion. This body thall be fo changed, that it fhall no more 
be fith and blood, (for that cannot inherit the Kingdom of Ged, 
| I Cor. 15.50.) bute fpsritual body, verl. 44. That which we 

7 ow, 


blucdina pro- 
per fence, and 
not of 


< 
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fave, We fow not that body that fhall be; But God giveth it a body 


as it hath pleafed him, and toevery feed bis own Body, 1 Cor.15. 


37, 38.. Asthe Oar is caft into the firea ftone, but.come forth fo 


ea mettal, that it deferves another name, and fo the difference 
fseevint it-and the Gold exceeding great ; So far greater will the 
"| change of our bodies and fenfesbe: even fo great, asnow we can- 
not conceive. If Grace make a Chriftian differ fo much from what 
he was, that the Chriftian could fay to his Companion, E ‘go non 
[um ego, Lam net the mas I was; bow much more will Glory 
make us differ? Wemay then fay much more, This is not the body 
I had, and thefe are mot the fenfes I had. But becaufe we have no 


other name for them, let us call them Senfes, call them Eycs and | - 


Ears,. Seeing and Hearing : But thus much conceive of the differ- 
ence ; Thar as much as a Body Spiritual, above the Sun in Glory, 
exceedeth thefe frail, noifom, difeafed Lumps of flefh or dirt, that 


now we carry about us; fo far fhall our fenfe of Seeing and Hear- |. 


ing exceed thefe we now poffefs: For the change of the fen{cs 


mutt be conceived proportionable to the change of the body. And | ° 


doubtlefsas God advanceth our fenfe, and enlargeth our capacity ; 
fo will he advance the happinefs of thofe fenfes, and fill up with 
himfelf all that capacity. And certainly the body fhould nor be 
raifed up, and continued, if it fhould not thare of the Glory : For 
as it hath fhared in the obedience and fufferings, {o fhall it alfo do 
inthe bleffednefs: And as Chrift bought the whole man, fo (hall 
the whole partake of the everlafting benefits of the purchafe : The 
fame difference is to be allowed for the Tongue. For though per- 
haps that which we now call che tongue, the voyce,or language, thal 
not thenbe: Yer, with che forementioned unconceiveable change, 
it may continue. Certain it is, it fhall be che everlafting work of 
thofe Bleffed Saints, to ftand beforethe Throne of God and the 
Lamb , and to praife him for-ever and ever.’ As their Eyes and 
Hearts fhall be filled with his Knowledg, with his Glory , and 
with his Loves fo fball their mouthes be filled with his praifes. 
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Yea,the Body. : 


The Tongue 
In praifing. 


Go on therefore, Oh ye Saints, while you are on Earth, in that} 


Divine Duty. Learn, Oh learn that Saint-befeeming work ; for in 


the monthes of -his Saints, his praife is comely. Pray, but ftill a a 
43.33, i 2 
| and 147.5, 


praife ; Hear,and Read, bue ftill praife : Praife him in the prefence 
of his people; for it thall be your Eternal work : Praife him, while 
his Enemies deride and abufe you: You (hall praife him, while 


E 3. they 


&- 


~. 
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they fhall bewail it and admire you. Oh Bleffed Employment | to 
| fonnd forth for ever, Thon art worthy O Lord to receive Honor, 
Glory, and Power, Revel. 4,11. And Worthy ssthe Lamb whe 
was flain,to receive Power,and Riches, and Wifdom,and Strength, 
and Honor, and Glory, and Bleffing ; for he hath Redeemed ue to 
God by his blood ont of every kinred, and renee and people, and 
Nation; and hath made us wuto our God Kings and Priefts, 
Revel, §5.12,9,10. Alleluja: Salvation, and Honor, and Glory, 
and Power unto the Lordour God: Praifeenr God all ye his fer- 
vaats, and ye that fear him, fmsall and great. Alleluja: for the 
Lord God omnipotent reigneth, Revel. 19.1, 5,6. Oh Chriftians t 
this is the Bleffed Reft; A Reft withont Reft: For they Reft mot 
day and night, faying, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty, 
which was, and is, andistocome, Revel. 4.8. Sing forth his prai- 
{es now, ye Saints; It isa work our Mafter Chrift hath caughe 
us. And you fhall for ever fing before him, the fong of A4o/es, and 
the fong of the Lamb, Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord 
Ged Almighty, fuft and true arc thy Ways, thon King of Sdints, 
Revel. 15+ 3. 3 | 
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SECT. VIL 


A Nad if the Body hall be thus employed, Oh how fhall the 
L£\% Soul be taken up? As its powers and capacities are greateft, 
fo its action ftrongeft, and its enjoyment fweeteft. As the bodily 
| fenfes have theit proper aptitude and ation, whereby they receive 
and enjoy their objects: fo doth the Soul in its own, actian enjoy 
its own object : By knowing, by thinking and Remembering, by 
Loving, and by delightful joying ; this is the Souls enjoying. By 
. | thefe Eyes it fees, and by thefe Arms it embracech. If -#t-might be 
faid of the Difciples with Chrift on Earth, much more that behold 
him in his Glory, Bleffed are the Eycs that fee thethings that yous 
fee, and the Ears that bear the thicgs that yow hear: for many 
Princes and great ones have defirid.{ and hoped) to fee the things 
that you fee, und have not feenthem.crc. Mat. 13.16, 17. 
Knowledg of it fuf is very defircable, even the knowledg of 


§.6. 
2.O¢ the foul, 


1. God thal] 
be enjoyed by 
our knowledg, 


exceeds the Senfitive, fo. far the Delights of a Philofophec, i dif 


covering 
Nee ee eT ee ee ee ee ee 


fome evil (though not the Evil iefelf: ) As far as the Rational Soul |. 
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covering the fecrets of Natare, and knowing the myftery of Sci- 
ences, exceeds the Delights of the Glattor, the Drunkard, the un- 
dean, and of all voluptuous fenfualifts whatfoever: fo excellent 
isafl Truth. What then is their Delight, who know. the God of 
Trath? What would I not give, fo that all che uncertain quiftion- 
able Principles in Logick,, Natural Philofophy, Adetaphyficks, and 
Medicine, were but certain in themfelves, andtome? And chat 
my dull -obfcure notions of them were but quick and clear ! Oh, 
what then fhould I not either perform, or part with, to enjoy a 
clear arid true Apprehenfion of the moft True God ? How noble a 
* facalty of the Soul is chis Underftanding ? It can campafs che 
Earth: Itcan meafurezhe Sun, Moon, Stars, and Heaven: it ean 
fore-know each Eclipfe to a minute, ‘many years before : Yea, bur 
chis is che top of all its excellency, Ic can know God who ts infinite, 
who made all hefe ; alittle here, and more, much more hereafter. 
Oh the wifdom and goodnefs of our Bleffed Lord ! He hath created 
the Underftanding with a Natural Byas, and inclination to Trath, 
as its object ; and tothe Prime Truth, as its Prime Object: and 
left-we fhonld turn afide to any Creature, he hath kept thisas his 
own Divine Prerogative, not communicable to any Creature, vi. 
to be the Prime Finth. And though I think not .(.as* fome do ) 
chat there is fo neer a dole, between the Underftanding and Truth, 
as may produce a proper Union or Identity : Yet doubtlefs it’s no 
fixch cold touch, or difdainful embrace, as is between thefé grofs 
earthly Heterogeneals. The true, {tudious, contem lative man, 
knows this to be true; who-feels as fweet embraces een his 
larellectand Truth, and tar more, thén ever the quickeft fenfe did 
in pofeffing its defired objeét. But the trac, {tudions, contempla- 
tive Cheifttan, knows it much more ; who fometime hath felt more 
{weet embraces between his Svul and Jefus Chrift, then all inferior 
Truth can afford. I know fome Chriftians are kept (hort this way, 
efpecially the carelefs in their watch and walking ; and thofe that 
are ignorant or negligent in the dayly actings of Faith, who look 
wheri God cafts in Joys while they lie idle , and labor not to fetch 
them in by beleeving : But for others, I appeal to the moft of them ; 
Chriftian, dof thou not fometime, when, after long gazing heayen- 
ward, thou haft gor a glimpfe of Chrift, doft chou got feem to 
have been with Paal in the third Heaven, whether in the body or 


cut, and to hve feen what is unutterable? Art thou not, with, 


Peter 
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dum id quod 
cognofeit. 
Vide D. Ma- 
kuwski Coleg. 
in difp, 18, 
vitt Pibonis de 
Iuftif. Paffiva. 
And for my 
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not, That the 
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fiblé into f{e- 
veral facul- 
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Peter, almoft beyond thy felf? ready to fay, Alajter, it’s good te 
be here ? Oh that J might dwell in this Mount ! Oh that I might 
ever fee what Inow fee! Didft thou never look fo long upon the 


_| Sun of God, : till chine Eyes were dazled with his aftonifhing glo- 


ry 2 and did not the fplendor of it make all things below feem 
black and dark to thee, when thou lookeft down again ? Efpeci- 
ally in thy day of fuffering for Chrift ; ( when he utually appears 


| moft manifeftly to his people’: ) Didft thou never fee one walking 


Hofea 6, 2,3. 


m the midit of the fiery furnace with thee, like to the Son of God ? 
If thou do know him, value him as thy life, and follow on to 
know him, and thou fhalt know incomparably more then this. Or 
if Ido but renew thy grief to tell- chee of what thou once didft 
feel , but now haft loft ; I counfel chee to Remsemsber Wheace thon 
art fallen, and Repent, and do the firft works, and be wathful, and 
ftrengthen the things which remain ; and I dare promife thee, (be- 
caufe God hath promifed,) thou fhalt fee, and know, that which 
here thine Eye could not fee, nor thy Underftanding conceive. Be- 
leeve me Chriftians, yea, beleeve God, You that have known moft 
of God in Chrift here, it isas nothing to that you fhall kaow ;- Ie 
{carce, in comparifon of that, deferves to be called sg helria 
The difference betwixt our knowledg now, and our knowledg 
then, willbe as great, as that between our flefhly bodies now, 
and our {piritual glorified bodies then. For as thefe bodies, fo that 
knowledg muft ceafe, thata more perfect may fucceed. Our filly 
childifh thoughts of God, which now is the higheft we reach to, 
mutt give place toa manly knowledg. All this faith the Apoftle, 


| 1 Cor. 13.8,9,10,11,12. KwoWledg fhall vamjo away : For 


we know in part, rc. But when that Which is perfett ss come, 
then that which is in part fhall be done away. When I was achilde, 


‘| Lfpake as childe, I thought as achilde, I understood asa childe ; 


© Scoti eloffa 
iff vera, V:Z. 
ie Cognofcart 
Ble Amante. & 
Frueadu, Vide 
Scotsm in 4.* 
fenten, diftinét. 
48 D.1 p.2z56 


but when I became a man, | put away childifh things, For now 


| We fee through a glafs darkly, but then face to face: Now I kxow 


in part, but then [ fhall know, even as alfo I amknown, © | 
Marvel not therefore,Chriftian, at the fence of that place of * fobs 
17.3. how it can be life eternal to know God, and bis Son Chrift : 
You muft needs know, that to enjoy God and his Chrift, is eternal 
Life ; and the fouls enjoying is inknowing. They that favor only of 
earth,and confule with fleth, and have ng) way to try & judg bur by 
{enfe, and never were acquainted with this Knowledg of God, . per 
| talted 


annie 
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tafted how gracious he is, thefe think it’s a poor happinefs to know | 
God : let them have healch and wealth, and worldly delights, and | 
take you the other. Alaspoormen! they that have made eryal of 
both, do not grudg you your delights, nor envy your happinefs, bue 
pity your undoing folly,and wifh,O that you would come near, and 
_|rafte, and try, as they have done, and then judg ; Then continue in 
your former mind, if youcan. For our parts, we fay with that 
knowing Apoltle ( though the fpeech may feem prefumptuous) 
1 John 5.19,20. We kxow that we are of God, andthe Whole World 
lieth in wickednefs: And \ve know that the Son of God us come, 
and bath given us an underftanding, that we may know him that 
is True; and we areinbim that ts True, in his Son fe(us Chrsft : 

T bis is the true God, and eternal Life. Were one verfe contains | 
the fum of moft that I have faid. The Son of God 1s come (to be 

our Head and Fountain of Life) and fe bath given us an under- 

Standing (that the Soul may be perfonally qualified and made capa- 

ble) to know him (God) that Truc, (the Prime Truth,) and 
We are (brought fo near in this enjoyment, that) We are in Lim 

that True (not properly by an effential or ‘perfonal union,. but 

we are in him, by being ) én his Son Fefus Chrift. This (we have 
Mentioned) is the (only) Tra: God (and fo the fitcelt object for 
our underftanding, which chufeth Truth) azd (this knowing of 
him, and being in him, in Chrift ) és eternal life. 


ote 


SECT, VII. 


HX Nad doubtlefs the Memory will not be Idle, or ufelefs, in this §.7. 
Blefled work. If ic be but by looking back, to help the foul | ** Mcmery- 

to value its enjoyment, Our knowledg will be enlarged, not dimi- 

nifhed ; therefore the knowledg of things paft fhall not be taken 

away. And what is that knowledg, but Remembrance ? Doubr- 

lefs from chat height, the Saint can look behind hin and betore him. 

And to compare paft with prefenc things, mult needs raife in the 

Bleffed Soul. an unconceiveable efteem and icnfe of its Condition. 

To ftand on thar Mount, whence we can fee the Wildernefs and 

Canaax bothat once, to ftand m Heaven, and lookback on Earth, 
| and weigh them cogether in the ballance of a comparing fenic and 
‘judgment, how muft it needs. tranfport the foul, and make it cry: 
| | i out, 


A 


Luke 1. 19. 


out, Is this ae purchafe that coft fo dear,as the blood of God? No 
| and Condefcended ! Is this the end of Believing ? Is this the end | 


lofe ? Didft thou ftick ar, leaving all, denying all, and ree. Sa 
alfe 


_| That thy Lord had fweeter ends, and meant thee better chen thou 
~ | wouldit believe : And that thy Redeemer was faving thee, as well 


-. The Saints everlafting Reft. 


wonder: O bleffed price | and thrice bleffed Love, chat invented 


of the Spirits workings 2 Have che Gales- of Grace blown me into} 
fuch a Harbour ? Is it hicher that Chrift hath enticed:niy Son! 2 O | 
bleffed way, and thrice bleffed end-! Is this the Glory. which the |. 
Scripture {poke of, and Minifters preached‘of fo much >. Why now 

I fee the Gofpel indeed is good tydings, even tydings-of peace, and | 
Good things ; cydings of great Joy to allNations | Ismy moum- 

ing, my fafting, my fad humblings, my heavy walking, groanings, 
complainings, come to this ? Ismy praying, watching, fearing to} 
offend, come to this? Are all:my afflictions, ficknefs, languifhing, 
troublefom phyfick, fears of Death, come to this? Are all Satans } 
Temptations, the worlds Scorns and Jeers, come to this? (And’ 
now if cherebe fuch a thing as cay ae left, .how will it here Jet 
fly?) O vile nature, that refifted fo much, and fo long, fuch a blef- 
fing ! Unworthy Sonl.! Is this the place thou cameit fo unwilling- 
ly towards ? Was: Darcy wearifom ? Was the world too good to 


thing, for this ? Wait thou loath to dye, tocome to this? Of 
Heart ! that had almoft betrayed me to Eternal flames, and loft me 
this Glory ! O bafe flefh, that would needs have been pleafed, 
though to the lofs of this felicity ! Didft chou make me to queftion 
the truth of chis Glory ? Didft thou fhew me Improbabilities. and 
draw me to diftruft the Lord ? Didft thon quedtion the Truth of 
that Scripture which promifed this?’ Why my foul! are thou not 
now afhamed, chat ever thou didft faisltoa that Love that hath 
brought thee hither? That thou walt Jealous of the faithtulnefs of 
thy Lord? That thon fufpectelt his Love, when thou fhonldft only 
have fufpected thy felf? That chou didft not Live continually tran- 
fported with thy Saviours Love? and that ever chou quenchedft 
a motiom of his Spirit? Art thou not afhamed of all thy hard |. 
thoughts of {uch a God ? Of all thy mif-interpreting of, and grudg- 
ing at thofe providences, and repining at thofe ways that have fuch 
anend ? Now thou art fufficiently convinced, that the ways thou 
calledft Hard, ‘and the Cup thou calledft Bitter, were neceffary 


when he crofled thy defires, as when he granted’ them ; and as bi ; 
ere | w 


to thee, unworthy Self, but fhame, for thisreceived Crown: But 
to Jehovah and the LambbeGloryforever. wt 
Thus, asthe memory of the wicked will eternally promote their 


the Grace refufed, Chrift negle@ed, and time loft: So will the Me- 
|Mory of che Saints for ever promote their Joys. And as it’s {aid 
tothe wicked, Remember that thon in thy life rime receivedft Thy 
good things : So will it be faidto che Chriftian, Rememsber that 


thou.in. thy life time recesvedst thine evils; but now.thon art 


of former good is the occafion of encreafing our grief, (J remems- 
bred God, and Was troubled; Icalledto Remembrance my Songs in 


the night, Plal.77.3,6.) Sothere the Remembrance of our former | 


' 


forrows addeth life to our Joys. 


SECT. VIII 


TD Ur Ohthe full, the:near,the fweet enjoyment,is that of the Af- 
1D fettions, Love.and Joy : Ir’s near; for Love is of the Effence 
of the Soul, and Love is the Effence of God: For God us Love, 
1 fohn 4. 8,16. Hownear therefore is this Bleffed Clofure ? The 
Spirits phrafe is, God és Love, and he that dwellethin Love, dwell- 
eth in God, and God in him, Verf.16. The acting of this affection 
wherefoever;carryeth much delight along with it : Efpecially when 
the-abyect appears deferving, and the Affection is ftrong. But O 
what willit be, when perfected Affections, (hall have che ftrongeft, 
perfe&, inceffantatings, upon the moft perfect object, the ever 
Bleffed God ? Now the poor foul complains, Oh that I could love 
‘Chrift more! but I cannot, alas, cannot: Yea,but then thou cant 
not chofe bar love htm: I had almoft faid, forbear if chou canft. 
Now thouknowelt little of his Amiablenefs, and therefore lovelt 
liecle: Then thine eye will affect thy hearc,and the continuak view- 
ing of thac perfect beauty, will keep thee in continual ravifhments 


of Love. Now thy Salvation is not perfected, nor all the inercies 
rcha(ed, yer given in: Bat when the top ftone is fet on, thou 
Ic with (houting cry, Grace, Grace : Now thy Sanctification is. 
imperf:ct,and thy pardon * and Juftification not fo compleac'as then. 


2 ~ te 
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when he broke thy Heart, as when he bound irup. Ohno thariks } 


torment, to look back’on the pleafures enjoyed, the fin committed, 


comforted, as they are tormented, And as here che Remembrance | 


| 3s 


Luke 16 29. 


§, 8. 
3. Afte@ions. 
1, Love, ° 


* 1 know it’s 
commonly — 
faid, That Ju- 
ftifieation 
hath no de- 
grees; bur yet 
it is taken for 


feveral Aas , 
whereof chat 


of Chrift ab- 
folving and 


-acquitting us 


at the laft 
Judgment is 
the moft coin- 
pleat Juftitica- 
tion. | 


Plal, 119. 97, 


ri em 


who returnelt fone love for Love ? Thou waft wont injurioufly 


convince thee throughly of that Love, which chou wouldft fo hardly 


her Ruines; with what love will he rejoyce over the new Hierufa- 


a dihot oA ae ee eg ee 
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le a a ae 
it Chall be : Now thou knowelt not what thou enjoyelt, and there- 
fore Lovett the lefs ; Buc when thou knowelt much is forgiven, and 
much beftowed, chou wilt Love more. Doth David, after an 
imperfect deliverance,fing forth his Love? Pfal.116.%. I love the 
Lord, becaufe he hath heard my voyce, and {upplications. What 
think you will he do eternally? And how will he love the Lord, 
who hath lifted him up to chat Glory ? Doth he cry out, O bow J 
love thy Law! My delight ts in the Saints on earth, and the ex- 
cellent, Pfal. 16.3. How willhe fay chen, O how I love the Lord ! 
andthe King of Saints, in whom 1s all my delight ? Chriftians, 
doth it not now ftir up your love, to remember all the experiences 
of his Love ?. Tu look back upon a life of mercies 2? Doth not kind- 
nefs melt you ? and the Sun-fhine ef Divine Goodnefs warm your 
frozen hearts? What willie do shen, when you fhall live in Love, 
and have All, in him, who is All ? O the high delights of Love ! of 
this Love ! The content that the heart findeth in it | The fatistatti- 
on it brings along with it | Surely Love is both work and wages. 
And if this were all, what a high favour, that God will give us 
leave tolove him! That he will vouchfafe to be embraced by fuch 
Arms, that have embraced Luft and Sin before him! But this ts 
notall: He returneth Love for Love ; nay, a thoufand times more : 
As perfe& as we fhall.be, wecannot reach his meafure of Love. 
Chriftian, thou wilt be then brim full of Love ; yet love as much as 
thou canft, thou fhalc be ten thoufand times more beloved. Dot 
thou think thou cantt overlove him ? What ! love more then Love 
it lf ? Were the Arms of the Son of God open upon the Crofs, 
and an open paffage made to his Heare ‘by the Spear, and will not 
Arms and Heart be open to thee in Glory ? Did: he begin to love 
before thou loved{t, and will he not continue now ? Did-he love 
thee an enemy ? thee a finner ?: thee who even loathedft thy felf ? 
and own thee when thou didft difclaim thy felf ? And will he not 
now unmeafurably love thee a Son? thee a perfect Sainc ? thee 


to Queftion his Love: Doubt of it now if thou canft. As the 
pains of Hill will convince the rebellious finner of Gods wrath, 
who would never before believe it : So the Joys of Heaven will 


be perfwaded of. He that in love wept over the of1 Hierufalem neer 


dln. a 


++ 
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lem in her Glory ? O methinks I-fee him groaning and weeping 


over dead Lazarus, till he force the Jews that aston to fay, Ber | 


hold bow be loved hyn’: Willhenot then much more by rejoycing 

overus, and bleffing us, make all (even the damned, if they fee ir) 

to fay, Behold how he loveth them ? Is his Spoufe while black, yet 

comely ? Is fhe his Love, his Dove, his undefiled ¢ Doth fhe ravith 

his heart with one of her eyes ? Is her Love better then wine? O 

believing foul, ftudy a lictle, and tell me, What is the Harveft which 
thefe firftfruics foretel ? and the Love which thefe are but che ear- 

neftof? Here,O here, is che Heaven of Heaven! This is the Saints 

fruition of God | In thefe fweer, mutual, conftant atings and em- 

bracements of Love,doth it confift?To Love,and be beloved : The/e 

are the Everlafting Arms that are underneath, Dcut.33. 27. His 

left band is under their heads, and With his right hand doth he em- 

brace them, Cant.2.6. Reader, ftop here, and think a while, what 

a fate this is; Isic a {mall ching in chine eyes to be beloved of God? 

to behe Son,the Spoufe,the Love,the delaght of the King of Glory? 
Chriftian, believe this, and think on it ; Thou fliale be eternally em- 

braced in the Arinsof chat Love, which was from everlafting, and 
will extend toeverlafting : Of that Love, which brought the Son 
of Gods Love from Heaven to Earth, from Earth to the Crofs, from 
the Crofs to the Grave, from the Grave to Glory: That Love, 
which was weary, hangry, tempted, fcorned, fcourged, buffetted, 
fpit wpon,crucified, pierced ; which did faft, pray, teach,heal,-weep, 
{weat, bkeed,dye: That Love will eternally embrace thee. When 
perfect created Love, and moft.perfect uncreated love meet toge- 
ther, .O che blefled meering | Ic will not be like 7o/epb and his Bre- 
thren, who lay vpon one anothers necks weeping ; Ic will break 
forth into a pure Joy, and noe fuch a mixture of joy and forrow as 
cheir weeping argued : It will be Loving and rejoycing, notloving 
and forrowing : Yet willit make Pharoahs (Satans) court to ting 
with the News, that 7o/ephs Brethren are come; that the Saints 
are arrived fafe at the bofom of Chrift, out of the reach of hell for 


John rf. 33. 
35, 3% 


‘Cant.1,§- 


& 5,2, & 6.9. 
& 4,9,10, Ke, 


ever. Neither is there. any fuch love as Davids and fonathags ; | . 


fhucting up in forrows, and breathing ous its laft into fad lamenta- 
tions fora forced {cparation : No; Chrift is the powerful attra- 
tive, the effectual Loadftone, who draws to it all like it {elf; ef” 
shat the Fatber hath given him® fhall come nanto him; even the 


Lover,..as well as che Love, doth he draw; aad they that come 
F 3 nutd 


—- 
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| antohim, he Will in no Wife caft ont, fohn-chap. 6. ver{. 37539. 
For know this, Beleever, to thy everlafting comfort ; that if thefe 
Arms have once embraced thee, neither fin, nor hell, can get thee 
thence for ever. The Sanctuary is inviolable, and the Rock im- 
pregnable, whither thou art fled, and thou art fafe lockt up to all 
Eternity. Thou haft not now to deal with anunconftent creature, 
but with him, with whom is no varying, nor thadow-of change, 
even the Immutable God.If thy happinefs were in thine own hand, 

as Adams, 'there were yet fear ; But it’s in the keeping of a’ faith- 

fil Creator. ‘Chrift hath not bought thee fo dear, té traft thee 

‘| wich thy felf any more. His Love to thee will notbeas thine was 

onearth cohim, feldom and cold, upand down, mixed (as. | 
ith bodies) with burning and quaking, wich a Good day and.a 
bad: No ;.Chriftian, he that wonld not be difcouraged by thine 
enmity, by thy loathfom, hateful nature, by all thy unwilling- 

nefs, ankinde ‘Negleéts, and churlifh refiftances ; he that would 

neither ceafe nor abate his Love for all thefe, Can heceafe to love 

thee, when he hath made thee truly Lovely ? He that keepeth thee | 
fo conftant in thy love to him, that thou canft challenge tribulati- 

on, diftre/s, perfection, famine, nakedne/s, peril, or {werd, to fe- 
parate thy Love from Chrift if they can, Rom. 8.35. How much 
more will himfelf be conftant? ‘Indeed he that produeed thefe 
mutual embracing Affections, will alfo produce fach a noutual con- 
| ftancy in both, that thou mayft se ae be perfwaded, as 
Paul wasbefore thee, That neither Death, nor:Life, nor Angels, 
ner Principalsties, nor Powers, sor things prefent, nor things to 
come, nor heighth, nor depth, nor any shes creature, foall be 
able to feparate us from the Love of God, which is in Christ Fefus 
our Lord, Vert. 38, 39. And now are we not left in the Apoftles 
admiration ? What fall We {ay to thefe things ? Infinite Love mutt 
needs bea myftery toa finite capacity. No wonder if Angels defire 
to pry into this myftery : And if it be the ftudy of the Saints here, 
to know the heighth, and bredeh, and length,.and depth of this 
-Love, though it paffeth knowledg: This-is the Saints Reft inthe 
Fruition of God by Love. = 
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SECT. IX. 


f At, The Affeétion of Joy hath not. the leaft thare in this 
Fruition. It’s: thar, :whtich all the reft keadito,and conclade in: 
even the unconeriveable Complacency which the Bleffed feel in 
their {ecing, knowing, loving, and: being beloved of God. The 
delight of the Senfes Here, cannot be known by expreffions, as 
they are felt ! How much lefs this Joy? This is the white fone, 
which none knoweth but-he that. recevveth: And if there be any: 
Joy which theftranger medleth not with, then furely this, above 
all, is ic. All Chrifts ways of merey tend to, andend in the Saints 
Joys. He wept, forrowed, fuffered, that they might rejoyce : 
He fendeth the Spirit cobe their Comforter ; He multiplieth pro- 
mifes, he difcovers their fucure happinefs; that their Joy may be. 
full: He aboandeth to chem in mercies of all forts; he maketh 
them lie dowa ia green paftures, and leadeth chem by the ftill wa- 
ters ; yea, opencth to them the fountain of Living Waters; That 
their Joy may be full: That they may chirft no more; and that it 
may {pring up in them te evcrialting life: Yea, he caufeth them to 
faffer, chat he may caufe thém. to rejoyce ; and chafteneth them, 
that he may give them Reft ; and maketh them (as he did himfelf ) 
to drink, of the brook in the Way, that they may lift. np the bead, 
Pfal. 110.7. And Kft after all this they. fhould negleé cheir own 
comforts, he makech it their duty, and preffech it on them, com- 
manding them to vejoyce 3% bim alway, and again to rejoyce. And 


them not more eanfe of Joy then of Sorrow. And hath the Lord fuch 
acareof our comfort Here? where, the Bridegroom being from us, 
we muft mourn? Oh, what will that Joy be, where the Soul be- 


ix feems the Saints Joy fhail be greacer then the Damneds torihent ; 
for their Torment is the torment of creatures, prepared for the 
Devil and his Angels: But our Joy isthe Joy of our Lord; even. 


Father giveth bins doth the Son give to them, foh.17.32. And to 
fit With him in- his Throne, even as he ts fit down in brs Fathers 


‘<drooping | 


= 


39 


and 16.24, 
and 17. 13. 


he never brings them into fo lowa condition, wherein he leaves | 


ing perfectly prepared for Joy, and Joy prepared by Chrift ‘for the | 
Soul, it fhallbe our work, our bufinefs, erernally to rejoyce. And | 


our Lords own Joy thall we enter : And the fame Glory, Which the | 


hrone, Revel. 3.21. What fay thou toall this, Ob'thou fad and . 


§.9. 
-. By Joy. 


Rev, 2.17. 
Prov, 34,10. 


Joh. x5. 11. 


Pfa 94.1213 | 


1 Thef, 3.16 
Pla za.ty, & 
33.1, &c, 


Mat, 9, 15. 


Mat. 25. 
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drooping Soul ? Thou chat now fpendeft thy days in forrow, and 
thy breath in fighings, and curneft all thy voyce into groanings ; 
who knoweft no garments but fackcloth, no food but the bread 
and water of Affliction ; who mingleft thy bread with tears, and 
drinkelt the tears which chou weepeft, what fayelt thou to this | 
great change ? From All Sorrow to more then All Joy ? Thou poor 
Soul, who prayeft for Joy, waiteft for Joy, complaineft for want 
of Joy, longeft for Joy ; why, then thou fhale have full Joy, as 
much as thou cantt hold, and more then ever thou thoughteft on, 
or thy heart defired : And in the mean time walk carefully, watch 
conftantly, and then let God meafiye out chy times and degrees 
of Joy. It may be he keeps thern till chou have more need: Thou 
“mayft better lofe thy comfort, then thy fafety : If thou fhouldft dye 
full of fears and forrows, it will be but amoment and they are all 
gone, and €oncluded in Joy unconcciveable: As the Joy of the 
Hypocrite, fo the fears of the upright, are but for a moment.. And 
as their hopes are but golden dreams, which, when death awakes 
them, do all perifh, and their hopes dye wich them; fo the Saints 
doubts and feats are but terrible dreams, which, when they dye, 
do all vanith ; and they awake in Joyful Glory. For Gods Aager 
exdareth but amoment , butin his favor is Life; Weeping may 
endure for a nigat, (darknefs and fadnefs go together ,) but Foy 
cometh in the morning, Pfal.30.5. Oh blefled morning, thrice 
bleffed morning ! Poor, humble, drooping Soul, how would ic fill 
_ {thee with Joy now, if a voyce from Heaven fhould tell thee of the 
. | Love of God ? of i pardon of thy fins? and fhould affure thee 
"| of thy pare in chefe Joys? Oh, what then will chy Joy be, when 
thy actual Poffeffion fhall convince thee of thy Title, and thou 
{halt be in Heaven before thou art well aware; When the Angels 
fhall bring thee to Chrift, and when Chrift fhall (as it were) cake 
thee by the hand, and lead thee into the purchafed poffeffion, and 
bid thee welcom to his Reft, and prefent thee un{potred before his 
Father, and give thee thy place about his Throne ? Poor Sinner ; 
what fayeft thou to fucha day as this? Wile thon not be almoft 
ready to draw back, and tofay, What, I Lord? I cheunwosthy 
Neglecter of thy Grace | I che unworthy dif-efteemer of thy blood, 
and flighter of thy Love ! muft I have this Glory ?. Make me a hired 
fervant, 1amno more worthy to becalkda fon: Buc Love will 
have itfo; therefore muft chou enter into his Joy. 


| SECT. 
a 
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' SECT. X. 


Ae it is not Thy Joy onely ; it isa Mutual Joy, as well asa |  §. 10. 
Mutual Love: Is there fuch Joy m Heaven at thy Converfi- | Gou will joy 
on, and will there be none ac thy Glorification? Will not the An- | i924, as well 
els welcom thee thither ? and congratulate thy fafe Arrival? Yea; | ** ”¢# him. 
1¢ is che Joy of Jefus Chrift : For now he hath theend of his under- | | 
taking, labor, fuffering, dying, when we have our Joys; When aie 
he is Glorified in his Saints, and admired in all them that beleeve. | * * "6 2+*° 
Weare his feed, and the fruit of his Souls travel, which when he 
feeth, he will be fatisfied, J/a. 53. 10,11. This is Chrifts Harvelt, 
when he fhall reap che fruit of his labors, and when he feeth it was 
Not in vain, i¢ will not repent him concerning his fufferings ; but 
he will rejoyce over his purchafed inheritance, and his people thall 
rejoyce in him. 3 | , 
Yea, the Father himfelf puts on Joy too, inour Joy; As we 
ieve his Spirit, and weary him wich our iniquities ; fo is he re- 
joyced in our Good : Oh how quickly Here, doth he {py a Return-: 
mg Prodigal, even afar off ? how doth he run, and meet him? and | 
with what compaffion falls he on his neck, and kiffeth him? and - 
puts on him the beft robe, and ring on his hands, and fhoes on his 
feet, and {pares not to kill the fatted Calf, chac they may eat and 
be merry: This is indeed a happy meeting; Bat nothing to the 
Embracements, and the Joy, of chat laft and great Meeting. 

Yea, more yet ; as God doth mutually Love and Joy, fo he makes we 
this His Reft, as it isour Reft. Did he appoint a Sabbath becaufe | othe Lord is 
he refted from fix days work, and faw all Good and very Good ? pe og 
What an etemal Sabbatifm then, when the work of Redemption, pleafure in his 
Sanctification, Prefervation, Glorification are all finifhed, and his | people, P/al. 
work more perfe@ chen ever, and very Good indeed 2? Oh Chrifti- | 147. 14. and 
ans, write thefe words in letters of Gold, Zeph. 3:17. The Lord | 149 * 

| thy Godin the midft of thee, 1 mighty: He will Save; He will 
Rejeyce over thee with Joy: He will Reft in bis Love; He will 

Joy over ghee with Singing. Oh, well may we then Rejoyce in oar 

God with Joy; and Reft in our Love, and Joy in him with Sing- 

ing. See I/at. 65.18, 19. a 

And now, look back upon all this: I fay to thee, as the Angel 

"° fobn, What haft chou fen ? aa f yet thou perceive not, draw 


rmeerer, 
a ee 


a aden wee eS 


Tk SPY 


42, 


Luk. 24 37, 
38, 33.. 


Mark 6. 7. 


§. 11. 


Job 42. 36 


sarin Seca eect ee ene ene Tener enna Lr © 


\ with, That chou haft, in this glafs, {een Heaven; That the Lord in- 
| -deedts' rifen, and hatch here appcared to thee; and behold he is 


| the Father hath bejtowed upon us, that We fhonld be the Sons of 


| counfels : but indeed I have difhonored thy Holinefs, wronged 
_ | thine Excellency, difgraced chy Saints Glory, by my own excced- 
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neerer, Come up hither ; Come and fee: Doft thou fear thou haft 
been all this while in a Dream 2? Why, thefe are the true fayings of 
God. Doft thou fear (as the Difciples) that thou haft feen but 2 
Ghoft in ftead of Chrift ? a Shadow in {tead of Reft? Why, come 
neer, and feel ; a Shadow contains not thofe Subftancial Bleffings, 
not refts upon the Bafis of {ach Foundation-Truth, and fure word 
of Promife, as you have feen thefe do. Go thy way now, and tell 
the Difciples, and tell the humble drooping Souls thou meeteft 


gone before us into Reft: and that he is now preparing a place 
for them, and will come again and take them to himiclf, that 
where heis, there they may be alfo, fob. 14.3. Yea, go thy ways, 
and tell the unbeleeving world, and tell thy unbeleeving heart; if 
they ask, What isthe hope thou boafteft of, and what will be thy 
Reft ? Why, this ismy Beloved, and my Friend, and this is my 
Hope, and my Reft. Call them forth, and fay, Bebeld what Love 


God, 1 Joh. 3.1. and that we fhould enter into our Lords own 
Rett. 


SECT. XI. 


P Ut alafs, my fearful heart dare fcarce proceed: Methinks I 
} hear the Almightics voyce faying to me, as Elihu, Fob 38. 2. 
Who is this that darkeneth counfel by words Without knowledg ? 
But pardon,O Lord, thy Servantsfin : I have not pryed into unre- 
vealed things ; nor with audacious wits curioufly fearched into thy 


ing difproportionable pourtraying. I bewail from heart, thaz my 
conceivings fall fo fhort, my Apprehenfions are fo dull, my thoughts 
fo mean, my Affcctions fo ftupid, and my expreffions fo low and 
unbefeeming fuch a Glory. But I have onely heard by the heari 

of che Ear, Oh ict thy Servant fee thee, and poffefs thefe Joys, and 
then I fhall have more fuitable conceivings, and fhall give thee full 
Glory, and abhor my prefent {lf , and difclaim and renounce ail 
thefe Imperfections. / have now nttered that I undcrftood net ; 
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things too ta for me, Which I kuew not. Yet. I beleeved, ' 
and therefore fpake. Remember with whom thou haft todo: 

what canft thon expect from duft, buc Levity ? or from corruption, 

burdefilement ? Our foul hands will leave, where they touch, rhe 

marks of theit uncleannefs; and‘moft on thofe things that are molt, 

pore. I know thos Walt be fanthified in them that come nigh thee, | Leviz10.2,3. 
and before all the people thon Wilt be glorifted : And if thy Jealoufie | Numb. 20,12, 
excluded from thac Land of Reft thy fervants Aofes and Aaron, | Deut, 32. 51 
becanfe they fanctified thee not in the midft of [/rae/, what then 

may Texpect? But though the weaknefs and unreverence be the 

fruit of mine own comuption ; yet the fire is from thine Altar, and 

the work of thy commanding, Ilooked not into thine Ark, nor 

put forth my hand unto it without thee. Oh therefore wath away | 

thefe ftains alfo in the blood of the Lamb ; and let not Jealoufie 

barn us ap : left chou affright thy people away from thee, and make 

chem in their difcouragement to cry out, How fhall the Ark of Ged | 1 Sam 6, 8. 
come tons? Whois able to ftand before this holy Lord God? who | t Sam. 6, 20, 
foall approach and dwell With the coxf{uming fire? Imperfect, or | ° roa 
none, matt be chy Service here. Oh take thy Sons exenfe, The ppirit | Mav 16. 48. 
ss willihg, but the flejh ss Weak, | : , - 
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CHAP. V. 


The four great Preparatives 
to our ‘Rest. | 


SECT. I. 


IES Aving thus opened you a window toward the 

3044 Temple, and fhewed yona {mall Glimpfe of the 
2 Back-parts of that Refemblance of the Saints Reft, 
$3 which I had feen in the Gofpel Glafs ; Ir follows 
RES that we proceed to view a little the Adjunéts and 
bie ffed properties of this Reft. But, alafs, this little which I have 
{een, makes me cry out with the Prophet, J/4. 6.5,6,7. Wo ss me, 
for I am'undone, becaufe lama man of unclean Lips, and dwell 
in the midft of a people of unclean lips ; for mine eyes have (cen the 
King the Lord of Hoaffs. Yer if he will fend and touch my lips 
with acoal fromthe Altar of his Son, and fay, thine iniquity ss 
taken away,and thy fin purged, 1 fhall then fpeak boldly: and if 
he ask, Whom (bull 1 jend? I hall gladly anfwer, Here am f, 
Send me, Verf.8. And why doth my trembling heart draw back ? 
Surely the Lord is not now fo tcrrible and inacceffible, nor the 
pafflage of Paradife fo blocked up, as when the Law and Curfe 
reigned ? Wherefore finding, Beloved Chriftians, thzt a sew and 
Living way 1s conficrated for us, through the vail, the flefo of 
Chrift, by which We may With boldnefs enter into the Holieff, by 


| the blood of Jefist ; I foall draw neer with the fuller A {furance : 


and finding the flaming Sword removed, fhall look again mto the 


| Paradife cf our God: and becanfe I know that this is no for- 


bidden fruic ; and withal thatit is goed for food, and pleaiant to 
the Spiricnal Eyes, and a tree to be defired to make one truly wife 
and happy; J thall take ( through the afiiftance of the Spirit ) and 

eat 
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eat thereof my felf, and give to yon (according to my power ) that |. 


eat. For you, Chriftians, is this food prepared, this wine 
, this fountain opened; And the meflage my Mafter fends 


ou 


you, is this Hearty Welcom, which you fhall have in his own | 


words, Eat, O Friends, Drink, yea, Drink abundantly, O Be- 
loved! And forely it’s neither manners, nor wifdom, for you, ot 


_| me, to draw back, or to demur,upon {uch an Invitation. 


Beautiful. And here offer themfelvesto our di 


ee ae 


And firft let us confider of che eminent Antecedents, the great 
Preparations;that notable Introduction to this Reft : For the Porch 
of this Temple is exceeding Glorious, and the gate of itis called 

inct obfervatton, 
thefe four things, as the four Corners of this Porch. 


1. The moft Glorious Coming and Appearing of the Son. of | | 


2. His powerful and wonderful raifmg of our Bodies from the 
Duft,and uniting them again with the Soul. : 

3. His publick and folemn Proceedings in their Judgment,where 
they shall be juftified and acquit before all the world. 
' 4. Hisfolemn Celebration of their Coronation, and his Inthro- 
nizing of them in their Glory. Follow but this four-fold Scream 
unto che Head, and it will bring you juft to the Garden cf Eden. 


SECT. I. 


Nd well may the Coming of Chrift be reckoned in to his 
p@ples Glory, and annumerated with thofe ingredients 


“A 


that compound this precious Antidote of Reft : For to this end is it. 


intended; and to this end is it of apparent Neceffity. For his peoples 
fakes he {anctified bimfelf to his office : For their (akes hv came into 
the world, fuffered,dyed,rofe,afcended : And for their fakes.it is that 
he will Return. .Whether his own exaltation, or theirs, were his 


* primary Intention, is a Queftion. (though of feeming ufefulnefs, . 
yet) fo unrefolved (for ought I have found) in Scriprure, thar.I dare. 
frag into the Divine Secrets,and approach-. 


not fcan it,for fear of pre 
ing too near the inacceffible Light. 1 find Scripture mentioning 
both ends diftinly and conjunélly, bu¢ not comparatively. This 


is mofkt clear, that co this end wil! Chrift come again, to reteive his 
; G - 
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peaple to himfelf, that where he is,there they may be alfo, Jobe 14, 
3. The Bridegrooms departure was not upon divorce: He did 
not leave us with a purpofe to return no more ; He hath left pledges 
enough to affure us: We have his Word in pawn, his many Pro- 
mifes, his Sacraments, which fhew forth his death till he Come ; 
and his Spirit, to direct, fanétifie, and comfort, tillhe Return, We 
have frequent tokens of Love from him, to fhew us, he forgets not 
his Promife, nor us. We behold the forerunners of his coming, 
foretold by himfelf, dayly come to pafs. We fee the figtree put 
forth her branches, and therefore know the Summer isnigh. We 
fee the fields white unto Harveft: And thangh the Riotous World 


| fay, Our Lord will be long a coming ; Yet let the Saints lift up theis 


Mat, 10 16. 
Vale $7. 4. 
Mar.3 7. 


heads, for their Redemption draweth nigh. Alas, fellow Chrifti- 
ans, what fhould we do, if our Lord fhould not Retam? What a 
cafe are we here lefeine What? Leave us among Wolves, and in 
the Lyons den, among a generation of Serpents, and herefo 

us? Did he buy us fo dear, and then caft us off fo 2 To leave us f1n- 


_| ning, fuffering, groaning, dying dayly, and come no more a€us ? It 


e 


cannot be; Never fear ic: Itcannotbe. Thisis like onr unkind 
dealing with Chrift, who when we feel our felves warm in the 
world, care not for coming at him: Bat this is not like Chrift deal- | 
ing withus. He that would come to fuffer, will furely come to 
Triumph: And he that would come to purchafe, will furely come 


‘| topofiefs. Alas, where elfe were all our hopes? What were be- 


john 16, 7, 
John 17.4 
Hebwra-2 
Euke 24 26. 
Jobn sg. 3. 
Heb 7. 15,26. 
Gal,3. Ta. 
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come of our faith, our prayers, our tears, and our waiting? What 
were all the patience of the Saints worth to them? Were we not 


| lett of all men moft miferable ? Chriftians, hach Chrift made us for- 


{ake all the world,and be forfaken of all che world ? t@hate all,and 
be hated of all ? and all chis for him,chat we might have him in {tead 
of all?and wil he,think you, after all chis,forget us, forfake us him- 
{elf ? Far be fuch a choughe from our hearts! But why ftayed he not 
with his people while he was here ? Why?muft not the Comforter 
be fenc ? Was not the work on earth done ? Mult he not receive the 
Recompence of Reward?and enter into his GloryeMuft he not take 
pofleffion in our behalf? Muft he not go to prepare a place for us ? 
Mult he not intercede with the Father? and plead his fufferings? and 
be filled with the Spirit to fend forth ? and receive authority ? and 
fubdue his enemies ? Our abode here is (hort ; If he had ftayed on 
earth, what would ir have been to enjoy him for a few days, ie 

; ther 
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then dye? But he hath more in Heaven to dwellamong ; even the | 
fpirits of che Juft of many Generations,there made pertect. Befide, 
he willhave us live by faith, and not by fight. Oh, fellow Chrifti- 
ans, whata day will that be ? when we who have been kept pri- 
foners by fin, by finners, by the grave, fhall be fercht out by the 
Lord himfelt ? When Chrift fhall come from heaven to plead with 
his enemies,and fet his Captives free ? Ic willnot be fuch a Coming 
as his firft was, ia meannefs, and-poverty, and contempt; He will 
not come to be {Pic upon, and buffeted, and fcorned, and crucified 
again : He willnot come (oh carelefs world )to be flighted and neg- 
leéted by you any more. And yee that coming, which was nece fla- 
rily in Jnfirmity and Reproach, for our fakes, wanted not its Glory: 
If the Angels of heaven muft be che mefflengers of that Coming, as 
being tydings of Joy to all people ; And tke Heavenly Hoaft muft 
go before, or accompany for the Celebration of his Nativity, and | 
mut praife God with that folemnity, Glory to God in the Higheft, | 
and on Earth Peace, Good will towards men ; Oh then with what 
Shontings will Angels anid Saints ac that day proclaim, Glory to God, 
and Peace andGood Will toward men ? It the {tars of heaven mult 
lead men from Remote parts of the world to come to worfhip a 
child ina manger, how will the Glory of his next appearing con- | 
{train all che world to acknowledg his Soveraignty ? If the King 
of [frael riding onan Afs, be entertained into Perufalem with Ho- 
fanna’s, Bleffed be the King that comes in the Name of the Lord ; 
Peace in Heaven, and Glory in the Highef?. Ob with what Pro- 
clamatiors of bleffings, Pesce and Glory, will he come toward the 
New Ferufalem ? It when he was in the form of a Servant they 
out, What manner of man ts thie, that both wind aid fea obcy 
him? What will they fay, when they fhall fee. him Coming in his 
Glory, and the Heavens and the Earth obey him? Zhen foal ap- 
pear the fign of the Son of man in Heaven, and then fhall all the 
Tribes of the Earth mourn, and they foall fee the Son of man co- 
ming in the Clouds of Heaven, with Power and great Glory. 
Oh Chriftians, ic was comfortable to you to hear from him, to be- 
lieve inhim, and hope for him ; What will it be thusto fee him? 
The promi€e of his coming and onr- deliverance was: comfortable : 
What will itbe to fee him, with all che Glorious attendance of his | _ 
Angcls, come m perfon to deliver ns? Zhe mighty God, the Lord 
hath fpokgn,and called the Earth from the Répng of the Sun, tothe 
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going down thereof: Out of Sionthe perfettion of Beauty, God 
hath oined. Onr God fhall come, and fhall sot keep flence: A 
fire foall devour before him, and it hall be very tempefiuous round 
about him. He fhall call tothe Heavens from above, and to the 
Earth, that he may judg bis people. Gather my Saints 
together to me, thofe that have made a Covenant With me 
by Sacrifice, and the Heavens foall declare his Righteou{nefs, 
for God is Fudge himfelf. Selah Pfal.50. from verf. 1.to 6. 
This Coming of Chrift is frequently mentioned in the Promifes, as 
the great Support of his peoples {pirits till chen. And when ever 
the Apoftles would quicken to duty, or comfort and encourage to 
patient waiting, they afually do ic by mentioning Chrifts Coming. 
Why then do we not ufe more rhis cordial confideration, when 
ever we want fupport and comfort ? To think and fpeak of that 
Day with Horror, doth well befeem the impenitent Sinner, bat 
ill the beleeving Saint. Such may be the voyce of a Beleever, bur 
it’s not the voyce of Faith. Chriftians, whatdo we beleeve, and 
hope, and wait for, but to fee that Day ? This is Pasls encourage- 
ment to moderation, to Rejoycing in the Lord alway ; The Lord 
is at hand, Phil. 4. 4,5» Icis to all them that Love bis Appear- 
ing, that the Lord, the Righteous Fudg, ball give the Crown of 
Righteou{ne/s at that Day, 2 Tém. 4.8. Dott thou fo long co have 
him come into thy Soul with comfort, and life, and takeft thy felf 
but for a forlorm Orphan while he feemeth abfent ? And doft thou 
not much more long for that Coming which fhall perfe€t thy Life, 
1 and Joy, and Glory ? Doft thou fo rejoyce after fome fhort and 
{lender enjoyment of him in thy heart? Oh how wilt thou then 
Rejoyce ? How full of Joy was thar Bleffed Martyr Mt Glover 
with the Difcovery of Chrift to his Soul, after long doubtiag and 
waiting in forrows ? fo that he cryes out, Hess come, He is come ? 
If thou have but a dear friend returned, that hath been far and long 
abfent ; how do ail run out to meet him with Joy ? Oh faith the 
Childe, A4y Father is come! faith the Wife, Aly Hufband is 
come ! And fhall not we, when we behold our Lord in his majefty 
returning, cry out, He ss come, He is come ? Shall the wicked, 
with unconceiveable horror, behold him, and cry out, Oh yon- 
der is he whofe blood we negle€ted, whofe Grace we refifted, 
whofe counfels werefnfed, whofe Government we caft off? And 
fhali not chin che Saints,with unconceiveable eladnefs, cry out, Oh 
es an _ yonder 
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yorder is he whofe Blood redeemed us, whofe Spirit cleanfed us, | 
whofe Law did Govern us ? Yonder comes he in whom we truk- 
ed, and now we fee he hath not deceived our Troft: He for whom 
welong waited, and now we fee we have not waited in vain. 
Oh carfed Corrupsion, that would have had us turn to the world, 
| and prefent things, and give up our hopes, and fay, Why fhould 
we wait for che Lord any Longer ? Now wefee, that Bleffed are 
all they that wait for him. Bzleeveit, fellow Chriftians, this Day 
is not far off. For yet alittle while, andhe that comes, Will come, 
and Will not tarry, And though the unbeleévirig world, and the 
unbelief of thy heart, may fay, as thofe Arheistical Scoffers, Where |- 
13 the “Promife of his Coming ? Do not all things continue as they 
were from the beginning of the Creation? Yet letus know, The 
Lord is not flack of his Promife, as fome men connt flacknefs: One Pet. 3 3,43 
day is With hin as athoufand years, and athoufund years as one| * ag 
day. Ihave thought on it many a time, asa {mall Emblem of chat ° 
day, when I have {een our prevailing Army drawing towards the. 
Towns and Caftles of the Enemy : Oh with what glad hearts do 
all the poor prifoners within hear the news, and behold our ap- 
oach e How do they run up to their prifon windows, and thence 
hold us with Joy ®? How glad are they, at the roaring report of 
thar Cannon, which is the Enemies terror ? How do they clap each 
other onthe back, and cry, Deliverance, Deliverance! While in 
the mean cime the late infulcing, fcornirfg, cru Enemies begin.to 
{peak them fair, and beg their favor., But allin vain ; for they are 
not at the difpofe of Prifoners, but of the General. Their fair ufage 
may make their conditions fomewhat the more eafie: but yet they | 
are ufed as Enemies ftill. Oh, when che Conquering Lion of the 
Tribe of Pid. fhall appear with all che Hoafts of Heaven ; when 
| he fhall farprize the earclefs world as a thief inthe Night ; When | Mat. 24.27. |: 
as the 7 ari. which appeareth iti the Eaft, and fhinerh even to | 
the Welt, fo thcy fhall behold him coming | What a.change will 
the fight of this Appearance work, both with the World, 4nd with 
the Samnes 2 Now. poor deluded World, where is your Mirch and 
“| your Jollicy? Now, where is your Wealth, and your Clory ? 
Where is thac prophane and carelefs heart, that flighted Chrift and 
his Spirit, and out-fare all che offers of Grace ? Now where is that 
tongue chat mocked the Saints, and jeered the holy ways of God, } 
and: made merry with his peoples Imperfections, and their eee 
, H ae Slanders| 
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Slanders? What? was it not you? Deny it if you can? your 
heart condemns you, and God is greater then your heart, and will 
condemn you much moze. Even when you fay, Peace and Safety, 
then Defiruition cometh upon YOu, 4 Travel upon a woman with |. 
childe ; and you foall not efcape, 1 T bef]. 5. 3. Perhaps if you had 
known joft the day and hour when the Son of God would have 
come, then yon would have been found Praying, or the like: Bue| 
you fhould have watched, and been ready, becaufe you know not 
the hour. Bue for that faithful and wife fervant, whom his Lord, 


50 


1 Iob,3.20,21 


Math. 24. 43, 
425 44,4546, 
47, , ‘ 


pear, he foall receive a Crown of Glory that fadeth not away, 
1 ‘Pet.§. 4. Oh how fhould it then be the character of a Chrifti- 


Glad our hearts More, then the 
thought of that day ? A little while indeed we have not feen him, 
but yet a little while, and we thal] fee him. For he hath faid, J 
will not leave jou comfortlefs, but will come nto you. We were 
comfortlefs, fhould he not come. And while we dayly geze and 
look up to Heaven after him, let us remember what the Angels faid, 
T his ye [elas which is taken ap from you into Heaven, foall 
fo come, in like manner, as Je have feen him £o into Heaven, 
While he is now out of fight, It isasafword to our Souls, while 
they dayly ask us, Hhere us your God? But then we fhall be able 
to anfwer our enemies, See, O proud finners, . yonder isour Lord, 
And now, Chriftians, fhould we not put up that Petition heartily, 
Let thy Kingdom come ? for the § pirst and the Bride fay, Come ; 
and lec every Chriftian, that hearech and readeth, fay, Comes And 
our Lord himfelf faith, Surely come quickly. Amen. Even fo, 
Come Lord }efus, Revel, 22. 7,20. ae 
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SHCT. IL. 


of Jefus Chrilt, in raifing our Bodies from the duft,and uniting 
hem again unto the Soul. A wonderful effect of infinite Power 
and Love. Yea, wortderful indeed, faich Unbeltef, if it be True. 


and duft become a man? A man drowned in the Sea is eaten by 
fifhres, and they by men again, and thefe men by worms, what 1s 
beeome of the body of chat Arlt man? thall ic rife again ? Thou 
fool | (for fo Pani calls thee,) doft thou difpute againft che power 
of the Almighty ? Wile chou Bofé hig with thy Sophiftry ? 'Doft 
thon object difficalties to the Infinite Serength ? Thou blinde 
Mole ! Thou filly Worm ! Thou litcle piece of creeping, breathing 
didy:'t Thou duft | Thou nothing ! Knoweft chou who it‘is, whofe 
Power thou doft Queftion? If thou flionldft fee him,thou wouldft 
prefently dye. If he fhould come and difpute his caufe with thee, 
couldft thou bear it ? Or if chon fhonidft hear his voyce, couldft 
thou endure ? Bat come thy way ; let me take thee by che hand, 
aad do thou 2 lictle: follow me: and let me with Reverencé. (as 
Elihu) plead tor God ; and fot that power whereby I hope to 


ethic ? and upon what foundation doth it ftand ? Seeft thou this 
valt Ocean of waters ? What Limits them ? and why do they not 
overflow and drown the Earth ? Whence is that conftant Ebbing 
aad Flowing of her Tides ? Wilt thou fay from the Moon, or other 
Planets ? and whence have they that power of effective influence ? 
Muft thou-not come to a Catrfe of Caufes, that can do all things? 
and doth nor Reafon require thee, to conceive of that caufé as a 
| perfect Intelligence and voluntary Agent, and not fuch a blinde 
worker and empty notion as that Nothing is which thon calleft 
Nature ? Look upward: Seeft thou chat Glorious body of Light, 
the San * How many times bigger is it then all the Earch ? and yet 
how many thoufard miles doth it run in one minute ‘of att hour f 
and that without wearinefs, or failing a moment ? What thinkeft 
thou? Isnot that power able to effect thy Refurrection,which doth 


animt & expalfs errovibus abfoluta libertas, Senec. Epiftul. lib. 1.¢p. 75. 
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rAbe fecond ftream that leadeth to Paradife, is chat Great work | 


Whar, faich the Acheift and Sadducee, hill all chefe {eartered bones | 


arife. Seeft chou-this gréat maffie body of the earch ? What bear= 


51 


6.2. 


2. Our Ri fur: 


reCtiong 

Many Hea- 
thens beleey- 
eda Refurre 
ion 5 as Zy- 
roaftves , and 
Theopomp ws, & 
Platy. And the 
Stoteks opini- 
on was, that 


the WORLD 


would be dif. | - 


folved by fire 


or water, & all 


things brought 
to a. beiter 
ftate; or to 
the firft Gol- 
den age again, 
Read Seneca 
Natura! queft, 


Usb, 3. cap.26, | 


27,38 29,30. 
Mirumgue fi 
(diluvinm @ 
coaflagrativ ) 
CumDopifam 
eff ar dive meli 
wa, vetira fini 
765 Cap. 37. 
Ome ex rate- 
gro antal ge- 
nerabttur ; da: 
biturgue terres 
buno tnfetus 
foclerimt me- 
ligribs aufpi- 
Chis MATHS.C 30 
Optima cr 
mara carentia 


czpedéant ms, fe ex bac aliqeanda fece it illad evadinas fublime & excelfum, Tra@squilitas 


The Saints everlafting Ref?. 

nor endlefs fleep. What if we go out of the tronbles and ftirs of 
the world, wie into thofe Chambers of Duft, and the doors 
be that upon us, and we hide our felves, as it were, for alittle mo- ie 
ment, sntil the indignation be over-paft ? Yet, behold, the*Lord | Ma. 26.20, 215. 
cometh out of his place, to punifh the Inbabitants of the Earth for 
their iniquity: and ther the Earth (hall di(clofe us,and the Duf fhal 
hide usno more. As {ure as we awake in the Morning, when we } lews belief in 
have flepr out the Night ; fo fare fhall we then awake. And what} this 3 Jude: 
if in che mean time we mutt be loathfom Lumps, caft out of the | #7 Uewnt fu | 
ehrofmen, asnot fit to be endured among the Living ? What if 
r Carcaffes beeome as vile as thofe of the Beafts that peri(fP? 
What i€ our bones be digeed up, and fcattered about the pit brink, 
and worms confume our ficlh-? Yet we know out Redeemer liveth, 
and fhall ftand the laft on earth, and we fhall fee him with thefe 
eyes. And withal, it is but this fleth that fuffers all this; which 
harh been a Clog to onr Souls folong: And what is this comely | Buxto:f. Sy- 
piece of fcfh, which thon art loath fhould come to fo bafe a ftate 2 | agop, Judaic. | 
It is not an hundred years fince it was either Nothing, or an invifible rae Pag 35. 
Something. And is not moft of it for the prefent, if not an Appear- ae 
ing Nothing, feeming fomething to an imperfect fenfe ; yer at belt | fu-reaurgs 
a Condenfation of Invifibles, which that they may become fenfible, | afftisat, 
are become more grofs, and fomore vile? Where is all chat fair | 
mafs of flefh and blood which thou hadft, before ficknefs confumed | 
thee 2? Annthilated it is not: onely refolved into its Principles :} 
(hew it me if thou canft. Into bow finall a handful of daft; or. 
afhes, will chat whole mafs, if buried or burnt, return ? sas, Sed 
bow: much fmaller can  Chymift reduce that little, and leave Sree] 
all che reft Invifible? What if God prick the Bladder, and let out 
the wind that puffs thee up to fuch a fubftance ? and-refolve thee 
into thy a wa ?. Doth not the feed thou fowelt dye, before it 
(pring ? and what caufe have we to be tender of this body? Oh, 
what care, what labor, what grief, and forrow, hath it coft us? 
How many a weary, painful, tédious hour? Oh my Soul, Grudg 
not that God fhould disburden thee of all this! Fear not left he 
fhould free thee from thy fetters !.Be not fo loath that he fhould 
break down thy prifon, and let thee go | What though fome ter- | 
rible Earthquake go before | It is but chac the foundations of the. 

ifon may be fhaken, and fo the doors fly open: The terror will |. 
be to thy Jaylor; but co thee Deliverance. Oh. therefore at what | 
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A&s 16. 25, | hour of che night foever chy Lord come, let him finde thee, though 
26, 27. with thy feet in thefe ftocks, yet finging praifes to-him, and not 
~Cor.§ 3,3,4 | fearing the cime of thy deliverance. If unclothing be the thing thon 
feareft; Why it is, thac chou mayft have better clothing pucon. If]: 
to be turned out of doors be the thing thon feareft ; Why remem- 
| ber, chat when this Earthly houfe of thy Tabernacle i§ diffolved, | 
2Cor,g. 1. | thouhalt a bailding of God, an houfe not made with hands, Eter- 
| nal in the Heavens. How willingly do our Souldiers burn their 
Hats, when the fiege is ended ? being glad that their work is done, 
that they may go home and dwell in houfes? Lay down thery 
cheerfully this bag of loathfom filth, this Lump of Corruption : 
thou fhale undoubtedly receive it again in Incorruption. Lay down 
freely this cerreftrial, this nacural body : beleeve it, thon (halt re 
ceive it again a celeltial, a (piritual body. And though chou lay. it 
downunto the dirt with great difhonor ; thou thalcrecieve it into 
Glory with honor : And though thou are {eparated from it thtough 
weaknefs ; it fhall be raifed again, and joyned to thee, in mighty 
| oe power. When the Trumpet of God thall found, the Call; Come 
H ROr Weds away, arife ye Dead; Who fhall'then ftay behinde ?. Who can re- 
[34445 | Gift che powerful Command of our Lord ? When he thall call to 
< | the Earchand Sea ; O Earth, give upthy Dead; O Sea, give np 
thy Dead : Then thall our Samp/cn break for us the bonds of Death. 
And as the Ungodly thall, like Toads from their holes, be drawn 
forth whether they will or ‘no ; fo thal the Godly, as prifoners of 
hope, awake out of fleep, and come with Joy to meet their Lord. 
The firft chat fhhall be called, are the Saints that fleep ; and then the 
Saints that are then alive fhall be changed. For Pax/ hath told ‘us |: 
by the Word of the Lord, That they which are alive, andremain | 
to the Coming of the Lord, foal not precdent thems Which are afleep. 
For the Lord himfelf thal de(cend from Heaven with a frout, 
With the voyce of the Archangel, and With the Trump of Goa: 
and the Dead in (hrift hall rife firft. Then they Which are alive, 
and remain, /bfAll be Caught np tegcther With them in the Clonds, 
to meet the Lord in the aiv : and fo fall we ever be with the Lord. 
Wherefore, O Chrittians, comfort one aacthcr with thefe veords. 
This is one of the Ge-fpel My fteries : That we fhall all be changed, 
iM a moment, in ve tmickline of an Eye, at the laft Tramp: for 
the Trunspet fhall found, nd the dead fall be raifed incorruptible, 
and we foaii-be ebangrd. For this Corruptible muff put en lhtore 


e 
x 


rupt {on : 


rThef. q.rg, 
16,17, 18. 
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ruption ; and this Mortal, Immortality. Thenis Death {wallow- 
edupin vittery. O Death, where is thy Ping ? OGrave, where | s Cor..15 st. 
shy vittory ? Thanks be to Ged which giveth us the victory tos7, 
through over Lord fefus Qhrift. Triumph, now, O Chriftian, in 
thefe Promifes ; thoa fhalt fhortly Triumph in their Performance. 
For this is the Day that the Lord will make; we fhall be glad, and | Pfal. 118 
rejoyee therein. The Grave that conld not keep our Lord, cannot aa 
keepus: He arofe for us, atid by the fame Power will caufe us to 
mr For if we belesve that fefus dyed, androfe again; even fo 
them alfo which fleep in Pefus, Will God bring with him. Can the | « Thef. 4, 14° 
| live, and the body or members remain Dead ? Oh, write | - 
thofe fweet words upon thy heart, Chriftian; Becaufe I Live, Te | john 14. 19. 
foall Live aljo. As {ure as Chrift lives, we fhalllive: And as furé ) 
as he isrifen, we (hall rife. Elfe the Dead perifh. Elfe what isour) 6, 1. 
Hope ? what advantageth all our duty or fuffering ? Elfe the fen- | ,, - ef | 
foak Epicure were onc of the wifeft men: and what better are we 30, 31, Pili 
chen our beafts ? Surely our knowledg more then thtirs, would |. 
but encreafe our forrows : and our dominion over them is no great 
felicity: The Servant hath oft-times a better life then his Mafter,be--| 
caufe he hath few of his Mafters Cares. And our dead Carcaffts are ~ 
no more comely, nor yeeld a fweeter favour, then theirs. But we 
have a (ure ground of Hope. And befides this Life, we have a Life 
that’s hid with Chrift inGod: and When Chrift, who 1s our Life, 
foall appear, then fall we alfo appear with him in Glory, Col. 3. 
3,4- Ohlet nofus be as the purblinde world, that cannot fee afar | 2 Pet. 2, 9. 
off : Let us never look ar the Grave, but let us fee the Refurreéti- 
onbeyond tt. Faith is quick-fighted, and can fee as far as that is ; 
yes, as far as Eternity. Therefore let our hearts be glad, and onr 
Glory rejoyce, and our ficth alfo fhall rett in hopes. forhhe will not | pram 16, - 
leave us in the Grave, nor faffer us {till to fee Corruption. Yea, 
therefore, let us be fledfast, anmavenble, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, for at much aswe know onr Labor ts not in |. 
vain #2 the Lord, 1 Cor. 15.58% es Se al 
It’s a Queftion much debated, Whether a Refurrection bée‘onely | 
an effect of Chuifts Death and Refurrection ? And whether there} 2 9 =. 
fhould have been any Refarrection, if Chrift had not come ? Some }* ! do alfo my 
Pegative of the la Queftion, do alfo * maintain, | Meier 
uld have fuffered for ever,though the Body had not sifen 5 and thae | 


That. 


upon the grounds‘fiplained in my Thefis of Fujtifcation. 
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That the Sin under che Covenant of Nature; or Works, did deferve 
onely rhe feparation of Soul and Body ; and not Eternal Torments. 
Whence alo follows, that the Soul is (or, at leaft, then was} Mor- 
tal; or chat it hath no Being, or no Senfe, when it’s feparated from 
the Body. Asalfo, that Chrift dyed to Redeem us onely from, the 
Grave, and vot from Hell. And fo their Dottrine of Univerfal 
Redemption, in this fence afferted, doth neither fo much honor the 
merits of Chrilt, nor advance his mercy, as they pretend: For -tt 
maketh him to raife us onely from the Grave, and bring all che 


| world into a Capacity of Eternal Tormenr: He fore-knowing the 


2 Kurz 13.28 


fame time, that moft would certainly reje@ him, and fo perith. 
Bur, as I confefs thefe of weight and difficulty ; fo, having profeff- 
ed in this Difcourfe, to handle matters lefs controverted ; I preter- 
mit them. - v4 
This fufficeth to the Saints Comfort, That RefurreCtion to Glo- 
ry, is onely che fruit of Chrifts Death; and this fruit they (hall cex- 
tainly partake of. The Promife is fure: All that are tn the Graves 


foall hear his voyce, and come forth, foh.5. 28. eAnd this is the 


Fathers will which hath fent Chrift, that of all which be bath 
given him, he foould lofe nothing, brt foould Raife tt up at the laft 
Day, Fob. 6.39» And that every one that beleeveth on the Son 
may have Everlafting Life, and he will raife him up at the laft 
Day, Verf. 40. If the prayers of the Prophet could raife the Sha- 
namites Dead Childe: and if the dead Souldier revive at the touch 
of the Prophets bones : How certainly (hall che will of Chrift, and 
the-power of his death raife us? That voyce that {aid to Jairus 
Daughter, Arife, andto Lazarm, Arife, and come forth, can 
dothelikeforus. If his death immediately raifed the dead bodies 
of many Saints in ferufalem ; If he gave power to his Apoftles to 
raife the Dead: Then what doubt of our Refurretion ? . And 
thus, Chriftian, thou feeft that (Chrift having fandtified the Grave 
by his burial, and conquered D<ath, and broke the Ice, for us,) a 
dead Body, anda Grave, is not now fo horrid a fpectacle to a-be- 
leeving Eye: But as our Lord was-neereft his Refurrection and 
Glory, when he was in the Grave, even fo are we. And he chat 
hath promifed to make onr bed in ficknefs, will make the duft as a 


; bed of Rofes: Death thall stot diffolve the Union betwixt him and 
fuss; nor.tarn away his affections from us: Bur inthe morning of 


‘Eternity, he will fend his Angels, yea, come himfelf, and roll away |. 
| the 


the ftone, and unfeal our Graves, and reach us his hand, and deli- 
ver us alive eo our Facher ! Why chen doth the approach of Death, | - 
fo cat thee down, O my Soul? and Why art thon thus difqnicted 
within me ? The Grave is: not Hell: if it were, yet there is thy 
Lord prefent ; and chence fhould his Merit and Mercy fetch thee 
outs Thy ficknefs is mot unto death (though I dye) but for the |. 
Glory of God; that the Son of God may be glorified thereby. Say 
notthen, He lifteth me up to caft me down, and hath raifed me 
high chat my fall may be che Lower ; But he caftsme down that he 
may lift meup, and layeth me low that I may rife the higher. Aa. 
hundred experiences have fealéd this Truth unto thee, That the} 
greatelt ejections areintended buc for -advantages to thy. greateft 
dignity, and thy Redeemiers Glory. — a 


Pfalm 42. 


ohn rx. 4. 


Pfa, 102, 10, 


| ss SECT. LIL. 


He chird part of this Prologue to the Saints Relt, is the publick 
and folemn procefs at their Judgment, where they hall firft 
themfelves be acquit and juftified ; and then with Chrilt. judg the 
World. Publick I may well call it: for all the word mult there 
si Young and old, of- all eftates, and Nations, that ever were 
om the Creation to that day, muft here come and receive theit 
doom. The judgment fhal be fet,and the books opened, & the book 
of Life produced ; and the Dead fhall be judged out of thofe things | 
Which Were Written in the books,according to their Works:and Who- 
focver is not found Written in the book of Life, is caft into the dake 
of fire. O Terrible | O- Joyful Day | Terrible to chofe that have let 
their Lamps go out,and have not. watched, but forgot the coming of 
their Lord 1 Joyful to the Saints, whofe waiting and hope was to 
fee this day ! Then fhall che world-behold the goodnefs and feverity 
of .che Lord: on them who perifh, feverity ; but to his chofen, 
goodiwefs. When every one muft give account of his ftewardthip : 
And every Talene of Time, Health, Wit, Mercies , Afflicttons, 
Means, Warnings, muft be reckoned for : When the fins of youth, 
and thofe which they had forgotten, and their fecret fins, fhall all 
be layd open. before Angels and men : When they fhall fee all. their 
Friends, wealth, old delights, all their confidence and falfe hopes of 
Heaven to forfake them: When they fhall fee the Lord Jefus whom: 
I 


§. 3. 
3. Our Juftif- 
cation at 
Judgment, 


Rom. 2, 16. 
and 14, 10, 


Rev. 20. 12, 


13, 24, Tf. 
Mat.25.5,6,7 
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they neglected, whofe Word. they difobeyed , whofe Minifters 
they abufed, whofe Servants they hated, now fitting to judg them: 
When their own Confciences fhall cry out againft them, and call to 
their Remembrance all their mifdoings ; Remember at {uch a time, 
fuch or fuch a fin: at fuch a time Chrift fued hard for thy Conver- 
fion ; the Minifter preffed it home to thy heart ; thou waft touched 
to the quick with the Word ; thou didft parpofe and promife re» 
turning, and yet chou cafts off all, When an hundred Sermons, Sab- 
baths, Mercies, fhall each ftep up and fay, I am witnefs, again{t the 
Prifoner, Lord; I wasabufed, and I was neglected! Ob which 
way will che wretched fmner look ? Oh who can conceive the ter- 
ribte thoughtsof his heart ? Now the world cannot help him; 
his old companions cannot help him; the Saints neither can nor 
will: onely the Lord Jefus can; but Oh there’s the Soul-killi 
mifery, he will not: Nay, without violating the truth of his Word, 
_| he cannot ; though otherwife, ip regard of his Abfolute power, he 
might. The time was, Sinner, when Chrift would, and you would 
. | mot; and now, Oh how fain would you, and he will not. Then he |. 
followed thee in vain with entreaties, Oh poor Sirmer, what doft 
chou? Wilt thou fell chy Soul and Saviour for a luft? Look to me, 
and be faved ; Return, why wile thou dye? Bat thy Ear and heart 
was hut up againft all. Why now, thou thale cry, Lord, Lord, 
Mat.7, 22,23, | open to # ; and he fhall fay, Depart, Jknow yon not, ye Workers 
of iniquity: Now, Mercy, Mercy, Lord: Oh but it was Mercy 
you fo long fet light by, and now your day of Merty is over. What 
then remains but tocry out to che mountains, fall xpox us, and to 
the hills, O cover as from the prefence of hins that fits wpowthe | 
Throne ;But all in vain: For chou haft the Lord of Mountains and hils 
for thine enemy,whofe voyce they will obey,and not thine.. Sinner, 
make not light of this: tor as true as thou livelt (except a through 
"| change and coming in to Chrift prevent it) ( which God grant ) 
thou fhale fhortly, to thy unconceiveable horror; fee chat day. Oh 
Wretch ! Will thy cups then be wirie, or gall? Will they be fweer, 
of bicter ? Will ic comfort thee to think of all thy.merry days? |: 
land how pleafantly thy time flip away? Will it do thee good to 
{think how rich thou waft? and how honorable thon waft? or 
willit not rathef wound thy. very Soul to remember thy folly ? and 
make thee, with anguifh of heart, and rage againft chy felt, to cry 
out, Oh Wretch! where was thine underftanding 2? Didft thou 


make 
aaa a mC 


‘ Jand tile fo many quickening thoughts, as were caft into thy Soul ? 


_ {Mleth, chy lufts 2? .and none for Chrift.2 Oh Wretch | whom hadtt 


| bafinefs js, to refrchh the Saines: Buc if thefe lines do fall into thy 


Je’s worth this, or It’s worth pra - 
from the Word of the Lord, That.ofall thy {weet fins, there will}. - 

then be nothing lefr, but the {ting in thy Confcience, which will} 
never out halleternity ; except the blood of Chrift beleeved : 
in, and valued above all the world, do now, in this day of grace, : 
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make fo light of that Gn, that now makes thee tremble? How 
conldft chou hear {o lightly of the Redeeming Blood of the Son of 
God? How couldft chou quench fo many motions of this Spirit ? 


What teok up all chat Life’s time which thou hadft given thee to 


make fuse work againft rhis day 2. What took up all thy heare, thy }: 


love and delight, which fhould have been liyd cut on the Lord Je- 
{us ? Had{t thou room.in thy-heart for the wer d,- thy friend, thy 


chouto love but-him 2 What hadft thou-to do, ‘but to feck tohim, 


Jand cleave to him, and enjoy him? Oh, waft thou not told of this | 
| dreadful day a thoufand times; till the Commonnefs of that dotrine 


made thee weary ¢ How conldft thou fight fuch warnings? and 
rage againft che Minifter, and fay, he preacheth Damnation ? Had 
ic not been becter to have heard and prevented it, then now to en- 
dure ic? Oh pow for one offer of Chrift, for one Sermon, fot one 
day of Grace more ! But too late, alafs too late! Poor carelefs 
Sinner, I did not think here to havefaid fo much to-thee; for my 


hands, and thoy vouchfafe the reading of them; I here charge 
thee, bcfore God, and the Lerd Pefus Chrift, who foall yndg the 
geick and the de:d at bss appearing, and his Kingdom; that 
thou make haft, and get alone, and fet thy felf fadly to. ponder on 
the(e things :. Ask chy heart, Is chis true, or is it not ? Is there 
fuch aday * and mult I fee it ? Oh what do I then? Why trifle 
I? Is it not time, full time, thac I had made fure of Chrift and 
comfort long ago ? fhould I fit:ftill another day, who have loft fo 
many ? Had Lnotat that day rather be found one of- the Holy, 


faithful, watchful Chriftians, then-a worldling, a good-fellow, or | 
a man of honor ? Why fhould I not then choofe it now? Will it] . 
; be belt then, and is it nor belt now ? Oh-think of thefe things. A 


few fad houts fpent in ferious.fore-thoughts, is a cheap. preverttioty. 
. Friend, I profefs to thee, 


get it out. Thy Gn is like a Beautiful Hatlot; while the is ‘young 


and fre(h, (he path many followers: bute when old and withered,| 
I 3 of Ee _ every 
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every one would fhut their hands of her ; fhe is onely their fhame; 


none would know her: So will it be with thee; now thou wilt 
venture on it, what ever it coft chee : but chen, when mens rebel- 
lions ways are charged on their Souls to death ; O that thou couldft 
rid thy hands of it ! O that chou couldft fay,Lord it was not It Then 
Lord, when faw we thee hungry, naked, imprifoned ? How fain 
would they put it off ? Then fin will be (in indeed ; and Grace will 
be Grace indeed. Then fay the foolifh Virgins, Give s of your Oy, 
for our Lamps are ont:Oh for fome of your faith & holinefs,which 
we were wont to mock at | But what's the anf{wer,Go buy for your 
felves ; we bave little enough: wonld we bad rather much more. 
Then they will be glad of any thing like Grace :.and if they can bue 
produce any external fantiliarity with Chrift,or Common gifts,how. 
glad are they 7 Lord,. we have eat and drunk in thy prefence, pro- 
phecyed in thy name, caf ont devils, done many wonderful works ; 
we have been baptized, heard Sermons, profeffed Chriftianity : 
But, alas, this will not ferve the curn: He wsdl profe/s to thems,I ne- 
ver knew you : Depart from me, ye workers of iniquity. Oh dead 
hearted finner | is all this nothing to thee? As fure as Chrilt is crue, | 
thisis true. Take it in his own words: Afath, 25.31. When the 
Son of man foall come in his Glory : and before bim foall be gather- 
ed al Nations; and he foall feparate them one from anether, as a 
foepherd divideth bis fheep from the goats: and he hall fet the 
freep on the right hand, andthe goats on the left: and-{o on, as 
you may read in the Text. 
But why trembleit thou, Oh humble gracious Soul ? Cannot the | 
enemies and flighters of Chrift be foretold their doom, bet Tkoa 
muft quake ? Do I make fad the Soul that God would not have 
{ad ? Doth not chy Lord know his own fheep, who have heard his 
voyce and followed him ? He that would not lofe the family of one 
Noah ina common deluge, when him onely he had found faithful | 
in all the earth: He that would not over-look one Lot in Sodom ; 
nay, that could do nothing till he were forth: Will he forget thee 
ac that day? Thy Lord knoweth how todeliver the godly ont of 
temptations, and toreferve the unjuft to the day of fudgment to 
be punifbed : He knoweth fiow to make the fame day the greateft 
for terror to his foes, and yet the greateft for joy to his people. 
He ever intended it for the great diftinguifhing and feparating day : 
wherein both Love and Fury fhould be manifefted to the -higheft. 
| Oh 
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Oh then /et the Heavens rejoyce, the Sea, the Earth, the Floods, 
the Hills, for the Lord cometh to judg the Earth: With Righte- 
oxfnefs fhall he jxdg the Vorld, and the People with Equity. Bat 
efpecially /et Sion hear, and be glad, and her children rejoyce : For 
whew God arifeth to jadgment, itis to fave the meck of the Earth, 
They have judged and condemned themfelves many a day in heart- 
breaking confeffion,and therefore fhall not be judged to condemna- 
tion by the Lord: For there ss no condemnation to them that are 
in Chrift Fefus , who walk not after the flefo, but after the Spi- 
"frit. And who fhall lay any thing to the charge. of Gods Elect ? 
Shall the Law ? Why, what/oever the Law faith, it faith to them 
that are under the Law: but.We are sot ender the Law, but un- 
der Grace :. For the Law of the Spirit of life, which win Christ 
Jefus, hath made us free from the Law of fin and death : Or thall 
Confcience ? Why, we werelong ago jufified by faith, and fo 
have peace WithGod ; and have oxr hearts fprinkled from an evil 
confcience : and the Spirit bearing Witne/s with our jpirits, that 
We are the children of God. It 1 God that juftifieth, who foal con- 
demon ? If our Judg condemn us not, who fhall ? He chat faid to 
I the Adulterous woman, Huth no man condemned thee? neither 
do I condemn thee ; He will fay tous ( more faithfully then Peter 
tohim) Though all men deny thee, or condemn thee, 1 will not. 
Those haft confeffed me before men, and I Wil confefs thee before 
my Father, and the Angels of Heaven, He whofe firft coming 
was not tocondemn the world, but that the world through bim- 
might befaved; 1am fure intends not his fecond coming to con- 
demm fispeople, buc that they through him might be faved. He 
hath given us Ecernal Life in Charter and Title already, yea, and 
partly in poffcffion; and will he after chat condemn us ? When he 
gave os the Knowledg of his Father and himfelf, he gave us Eter- 
nal Life: And he hath verily told us, That be that heareth bis 


werd, and beleeveth on him that fent him, bath evtrlafting life, 


and-foall not come into condemnation, but is paffed from death to 
life. Indced if our Judg were our enemy, ashe is to the world, 
then we might well fear. If the Devil were our Judg, or the Un- 
godly were oar Judg, then we fhould be condemmed as Hypocrites, 
as Heretiques, as Schifmatiques, as proud, or covetoys, or what 
not ? But ont Judg is Chrift who dyed, yea rather Whois rifen a- 


cain, and maketh requcft fortes. For all power ss given him in 
13 
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a Si 
| Heaven and in Earth; and all things delivered into bis hands : 
3° | fo, becaufe he is the Son of wian. For though God judg the world, 


- | a Brother ? By a Father ? Ora Wife by her own Husband ? Chri- 


| chee him(elf ? Did he make a Bath of his blood for thy fins? anda} . 
-| garment of his own Righteoufnels, for thy nakednefs ?. and will he |” 


andthe Father bath given him authority to execute judgment al-| 


yet the Father ( immediately without his Vicegerent Chrift) padg- 
eth no man, but bath committed all judgment to the Son: that all 
men [bould honor the Son, even as they honor the Father. Oh what 
inexpreffible joy may this afford to a Beleever ? That our Dear 
Lord, who loveth our Souls, and whom our Souls love, fhall be 
our Judg ?, Willa man fear to be judged by his deareft friend? By 


ftian, Did he come down, and faffer, and weep, and bleed, and dye | 
for thee ; and will henow condemn thee? Was he judged, and 
condemned, and exceuted in thy ftead ; and now will he condemn 


now open them to thy fhame ? Is he che undertaker for thy Salva- 
tion ? and willhe be againft thee? Hath ir colt him fo dear to fave 
thee? and will he now himfelf deftroy thee ? Hath he done the 
moft of the work already, in Redeeming, Regenerating, and San- 
Gifying, Jultifying, preferving and perfecting thee? and will he 
now undo allagain? Nay, hath he begun, and will he not finifh ? 
Hath he interceded fo long for thee to tive Father ? and will be caft 
thee away himfelf? If all thefe be likely, then fear,and then rejoyce 
not. Oh what an unreafonable fin is unbelief, that will charge out 
Lord with fuch unmercifulnefs and abfardities ? Well chen, fellow 
Chriftians, lee the terror of that day benever fo great, furely out 
Lord can mean no ill to usinall. Ler it make the Devils tremble, 
and the wicked tremble ; but it fhall make us to leap for Joy. Let 
Satan accufe us, we have our an(wer at hand, our furety hath dif 
charged the debt. If he have not fulfilled the Law, then let us be 
charged as breakers of it : If he have not {uffered, chen let us fuffer : 
but if hehave, wearefree. Nay,our Lord will make anfwer for 
us him(elf, Thefe are mine, and fhall be made up with my Jewels : 
for-their tranfereffions was E ftricken, and cut-off from the earth: 
for them-was I bruifed and pat.to grief, my Soul was made an 
offering for their fin, and I bore thet tranfgreffions : They are my 
feed ,and the travel of my Soul: Ihave healed chem by my ftripes ; 
I have juttified-chem by my knowledg. Thgy are my fheep; who 
(hall take themout of my hands? Yea, though the humble Soul be 

; ready 
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ready to = agami{t it felf ( Lord, when did We fee thee hungry, 
and feed thee,e&c. ) yet willnot Chrift do fo. This is the day of the 
| Beleevers full Juttification. They were before made juft: and 
efteemed Juft: and by Faith juftified m Law:: and this evidenced 
to ther con(ciences. Bur now they. hall both by Apology be main- 
tained Just, and by Sencence pronounced Joft actually, by the live- 
ly voyce of the Jadg himfelf ; which is the moft perfect Juftificati- 
on. Their Jultification by Faith, is a giving them Title in Law, to 
that Apology, and Abfolving Sentence, which at chat Day they 
(ball Acteally receive from the mouth of Chrift. By which Sen- 
tence, their fin, which before was pardoned in the fence of the 
Law, isnow perfe@ly pardoned, or blotted out, by this ultimate 
Judgment.. 4¢7. 3.19. Therefore well may it be called, the Time 
of Refrefoing, as being to the Saints the perfecting of all their for- 
mer Refsefhments. He who was vexed witha quarrelling Con- 
foxner, an Accufing World, a Curfing Law, 1s folemnly pro- 
nounced Righteous by the Lord the Judg. Though he cannot plead, 
Not Gailty, in regard of fact ; yet being pardoned, he fhall be ac- 
quit by the proclamation of Chrift, And that’s noe all: Burt he that 
was accufed, as deferving Hell, is prononneed a memiber of Chrift, 
aSon of God, and fw adjudged to Eternal Glory. The Sentence of. 
pardon, paft by the fpiit and confcience within us, was wont to be 
exceeding {weet : But chis will fully and finally fefolve the quefti- 
on ; and Jeave no room for doubring again for ever. We fhall more 
rejoyce, that our names are found written m the Book of Life, then 
if men or Devils avere {nbjeAted tous. And it muft needs affect’ 
us-deeply with the fenfe of our mercy and happinefs, -to behold the 
conttfary condition:ef others : To {ee moft of the world tremble 
wich Terror, while we triumph with Joy : To hear. chem doomed 
to everlaiting flames, and {ee them thruit into Hell; when we are 
proclammed heits of the Kingdom : To fee our neighbors that lived 
ny the fame Towns, came to the fame Congregation, fate m the 


fagne fears, dweit in the fame honfes, and were efteemed more ho- 


Some I have 
heard preach, 


‘that Chrift 


juftifieth , x. 
our perfons, 
and then our 
A@ions 3 but 
in proper 
fence I take 

it for very un- 
found doctrine 
to fay Tat 
God juftifteth 
ouY works, and 
of dangerous 
confequence, 
Luk x0 17,18 
19, 200 


norable in che world then out felves; to fee them now {fo differ: | 


enced from us, and by the Searcher of hearts eternally feparated. 
This, -with the great magnificence and dreadfulnefs of the day, doth 
the Apoltle pathetically exprefs in 2 Theff.1.6,7,8,9,10. It is 
Rightoons WithGod te recompence tribulation to them that trouble 
you: andtoyou who.are troubled, Reft wish ws: when-the Lord 
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Fefus foall be revealed from Heaven With his mighty Angels; In 
+ | flaming fire, taking vengeance on then that know not God, and obey 
not the Gospel of our Lord fefus Chrift ; who foall be punifoed |' 
| with everlafting defirnttion from the prefence of the Lord, and 
from the Glory of hts power, cre. And now isnot here enough to 
make that day a welcom day, andthe thoughts of it delightful to 
us? Bat yet there’s more. We {hall be fo far from the dread of char 
Judgment, that our felves fhall become the Judges. Chritt will take 
his people, as it were, into Commiffion with him ; and they (hall |. 
fic and approve his Righteous Judgment : Oh fear not now the re- 
proaches, {corns and cenfures of thofe that muft then be judged by 
us :. Did you think, Oh wretched worldlings, that thofe poor de- 
| fpifed men, whom you made your dayly derifion, fhould be you 
Judges ? Did you beleeve this, when you made them ftand as of- 
tenders before che Bar of, your Judgment ? No more then Pilate, 
when he was judging Chrift, did beleeve that he was condemning 
his Judg; Orthe Jews, when they were whipping, imprifoning, 
killing the Apoftles, did think to fee them ficon twelve Thrones 
| __ | Judging the twelve Tribes of Z/rael. Do you not know (faith Pant) 
|i Cor: 6, 2,3. | that the Saints foall judg the World ? Nay, Know you not that we 
; °” | hall jedg Angels ?. Surely were it not the Word of Chrift chat 
{peaks it, this advancement would feem incredible, and the language 
arrogant. Yeteven Henoch the feventh from Adam propbecyed of 
this, faying, Behold the Lord cometh with ten thoufand of his 
Saints, to execute }udgment upon all, and tocenvince all that are 
ungodly among them, of all thesr ungodly deeds, which they have 
ungodly committed ; amd of all their hard fpceches, Which wagodly 
/ | finners have [poke against him, Jude 14. Thus fhall the Saints be 
Pfal.g9. 14... | honored, and the Righteoxs have dominion in the morning. O that 
| thecarele(s world were but wife to confider this; and that they 
| Deut. 32.29. | womld remember this latter end! That they would be now of the 
{ame minde, as they willbe, when they fhall fee the Heavens pafs 
away withanoile, and the elements melt With fervent heat ; the. 
earth aljo, andthe Works that are therein to be burnt up! 2 Pet. 
| 3-10, When all fhall be on fire about their ears; and all earthly 
Glory confumed. For the Heavens and the Earth which are now, 
are referved unto fire againft the day of fudgment, and perdition of 
unzodly men, 2 Pct.3.7. But alas, whenallisfaid, the wicked 
will do wickedly ; andnone of the wicked frall under Sand ; Bat 
the 


Dan. 12.19. 
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the wife pall underfiand. Rejoyce, therefore, O ye Saints; yet 
watch, and what you have, hold faft cill your Lord come, Revel. 
_|2.25. and ftudy that ufe of this Doctrine which the Apoftle pro- 
pounds, 2 Pet. 3.11, 12+ Seeing then that all thefe things fhall 
be diffelved, What manner of perfons ought ye to be in all hdly Con- 
ver{ation and Godlinefs ? Looking for, and bafting to the coming 
of the day of God; Wherein the Heavens being on fire fhall be dif- 
olved, andthe Elements melt with fervent heat. Bat go yout 
way, keep clofe with Gad, and wait tillyour change come, and till 
this efid be ; for you fuall Rest, and flandin the Lot at the end of 
the days, Dan.12. 13: . 4 | 


SECT. IY. 


f hea Antecedent and higheft f{tep to the Saints Advance- 
ment, is, Their folemn Coronation, Inthronizing, and Receiv- 
ing into the Kingdom. For as Chrift, cheir head, is anointed both 
King and Prieft: fo under him are his people made unto God both 
Kings and Priefts, ( for Prophecy, that ceafeth,) to Reign, and to 
offer praifesfor ever, Revel.5.10. The. Crown of Righteou{ne(s, 
Which was layd up for them, fhall by the Lord the Righteous fudg 
be given them at that day, 2Tim.4.8. They have been faithful 
tothe death, and therefore foallreceive the Crown of Life: And 
according to the improvemenr of their Talents here, fo fhall their 
rule and dignity beenlarged, AZat. 25.21, 23. So that they are not 
dignified wich empry Titles, but real Dominions. For Chrift will 
| seakee thews and fet them down with bimfelf in his own Throne ; and 
Will give them power over the Nations, even as he received of hus 
Father, Revel. 2.26,27,28. And will give them the morning 
Star. The Lord himfelf will give them poffeffion with thefe ap- 
plauding expreflions ; Well done good and faithful Servart, thou 
haft been faithful over afew things, Ll will make thee Raler over 
many things; Enter thon into the joy cf thy Lord, Matt, 25. 
21,23. And with chis folemn and bleffed Proclamation fhall he In- 
throne them ;. Come ye Bleffed of my Father, inherit the King~ 
dom prepared for you from the foundation of the world, Every 


the golden Scepter ; to warrant our approach unto this Glory. 
K Come 


word fullof Life and Joy. [Cows] This is the holding forth of 
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ee ee ee ee 
Come now as neer as you will; fear not the Bethfbemites Jude- 


‘ment: for the enmity is utterly taken away. Thisis not fucha 


[Come] as we were wont to hear : Come take up your Crofs, anid 
follow me; though chat was {weet, yet this much more. [Te 
Ble fed] Blefled indeed, when that mouth fhall fo pronounce us : 
for though the world bath accounted us accurfed,and we have been 
ready ‘to account our felves fo ; yet certainly thofe chat he bleffech, 
are bleffed, and thofe whom he curfeth onely are. curfed; and his 
Bleffing fhall noc be Revoked : But he hath Bleffed us, and we thall 
be Bleffed. [Of my Father} Blcffcd in the Fathers Love, as well as 


the Sone+ for they are one. The Father hach teftified: his Love, in 


their EleCtion, Donation to Chrift, fending of Chrift, accepting 
his Ranfom,&c. as the Son hath alfo teftificd his. [inherit_] No 
longer bond-men, nor fervants onely, nor children under age, who 
differ not in pof{cffion, but onely in cide from fervants: But now 
we are beirs of the Kingdom, fam.2.5. Coheirs with Chrift. 
(The Kingdom | No le(s chen the Kingdom ? Indeed to be King of 
Kings, and Lord of Lords, is our Lords own proper title : But to 
be Kings, and reign with him, isours: The fruition of this King- 
dom, is as the fruition of the light of the Sun, eacly have the whole, 
and the reft never the lefs. [Prepared for you | God is the Alpha, 
as wellas the Onsega of our Bleffednefs, Eternal Love hath layd the 
foundation, He prepared. the Kingdom for us, and then pre- 
pared usfor the Kingdom. This is the preparation of his Counfel 
and Decree ; for the execution whereot Chrift was yet to make a 
further preparation. [For yo | Not for Beleevers onely in general, 
who without individual perfons areno body : Nor onely for you 
upon condition of your beleeving : Buc for you perfonally and de 
terminately ; for all che Conditions were alfo prepared for you. 
[ Frons the foundation of ‘the world | Not onely from the Promife 
after Adwms fall, (2s fome ) but (as the phrafe ufually fignifieth, 
though not always) from Ecernity. Thefe were che eternal chonghts 
of Gods love towards us ; and this is it he purpofed for us. 


But a great difficulty rifeth in our way. In what fence is our Im- 
provemcne of our Talenr, our well doing, our overcoming ; our 
harboring, vifiting, feeding. &e. Chrift in his little ones; alledged 


94°39 | aga Reafon of our Coronation and Glory ? Is not it the purchafed 


poffeffion, 


The Saints everlafting Re/t. 


effion, and meer fruit of Chrifts blood > If every man euft be 
judged according to his works, artd receive according to whar they 
have done in the ficth, whether good or evil ; and God will rew- 
der toevery man according to his Deeds ; and give eternal life to 
men, if they patiently continne in well doing, and give right to 
the cree of Life, and entrance into the City, to the doers of his Com- 
mandments ; and if this laft Abfolving Sencene- be the compleating 
of our Jaftification, and fo the doers of the Law be inf cae Wh 
then what's become of Free Grace? of Juftificafion by Faith 
onely 2? of the fole Righreoufnefs of Chrift to make us accepted ? 
Then the Papifts fay rightly, That we are Righteous dy our per- 
fonal Righecoulnefs, and Good Works conenr to Juttifics- 


I did not chink to have {aid fo much upon Controverfie: But be- 
caufe the difficulty is very great, and the matter very weighty, 
as being neer the foundation * , I fhall, in another Book, ‘add, to 
what ts faid before, certain brief Pofitions, containing my thoughts 
on this Subject ; which may tend to the clearing of thefe and many 
other difficulties hereabouts. 

Bat chat the plain conftant language of Scripture may not be per- 
verted ot diftegatded, I onely premife thefe Advertifements by 
way of caution, till choucome to read the full Anfwer : 

1, Let not the names of men draw thee one way or other, nor 
make thee partial in Searching for Truth: Diflike che men for their 
unfound dotrine ; but call not do€rine unfound, becaufe it is 
theirs ; nor found, becanfe of the repuce of the Writer. - " 

‘=. -Know this, That as an unhumbled Soul is far apter to give too 
much to Duty and perfonal Righteoulnefs, then to Chrift: Soa 
humble felf-denying Chriftian isas likely to err on the other hand, 
in giving Icfsto duty then Chrift hath given, and laying dil the 
work from himfelf on Chrift, for fear of robbing Chrift of the 
honor : and fo much to look at Chrift without him, and think he 
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‘Rom. 2.6.7 


Rev. 22. 14, 


hy Rom, 2.13, 


«© T did here 
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Rification, 
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(hould look at nothing in himfclf ; chat he forgers Chrift within} = 
him. As Lather {aid of Afelantthons {elf-denying humility, Sos | - - 
Deo omnia deberitam obftinaté afferit, ut mikbs plané videatar | - 


faltem in hoc errare quod Chrijtum ipfe fingut longits abe ffe cordi 
[uo0, quam fit revera-----Corté nimis nullus in hoc cft Philippus. 
He fo conltandy afcribes all ro God, that to me he {eems directly to: 
err ac Icaft in cus, that he feigneth or imagineth Chrift to be 

K 2 ther 


fur- t 
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a ea i oe i cee Noe es re eat a 
cher off from his own heart, then indeed he is-----Certainly he is 
too much Nothing in chis. > . 

* 3. Our giving to Chrift more of the work then Scripture 
doth, or rather our a(cribing it to him out of the Scripture 
way and fence; doth but difhonor , and pot honor him; and 
deprefs, but not exalt his Free Grace : While we deny the inward 
fanctifying work of his Spirit, and extol his free Jultification, which 
are equal fruits of his merit, we orake him an impertect Saviour. 

e 


And thus we have, by the line and plummet of Scripture, fachom- 
ed this four-fold {tream, and feen the Chriftian fafely landed in Para- 
dife ; and in this four-wheeled fiery Charet conveyed honorably to 


| his Reft. Now let usa licele further view thofe Manfions, confider 


his priviledges, and fee whether there be any Glory like unto his 
Glory ; Read, and judg, but not by outward appearance, but 
judg Righteous Judgment. _ 
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This Ret mofl Excellent, dif. = | 
covered by ‘Reafon. 


— SECT..1. 


@ He next thing to be handled is, The ex- 

” cellent properties of this Reft, and admi- 
Wa Ad rable Attributes, which, as fo many Jew- | 
Wices «ls. {hall adorn the Crown of the Saints. 
* + And firlt before we fpeak of them parti- 
Nae cularly, let us try this Happinefs by the 
fe eee? Rules of the Philofopher, and fee whe- 
Kee cher they will not approve it the more 

cranfcendently Gogd: Not as if they | — 

were 2 fufficierit Touchftone ; bur that both the Worldling and 
the Saint may fee, when any thing flands up in competition ,with 
this Glory for the preheminence, Reafon it felf will conclude a- 
gainft it. Now, in order of good, the eet nae will tell you, 
that by thefe Rules you may know which is Beft. | 


SECT. L 


1. WtHat which is defired and fought for it felf, is better then | S-1. 
thac which is defired for fomething elfe: or the End, as 

fuch, is better chen all the Means, This concludeth for Heavens 

preheminence : All things are but means to that end. If any thing 

here be excellent, itis becaufe itis a ftep to that: and the more| 

conducible thereto, the more excellent. The Salvator of our Souls! | p.,. 7, gs 

is the cnd of our Faith, of our Hope, our Diligence, ot all Mercies, |-: Thefl 5’ 8, 

of all O:dinances, as before is proved: It is not for themflves, re }* Tim, 2, 19. 

| __K 3 __ for 
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for this Reft, that all thefe are defired and ufed. Praying is not the 
end of Praying ; nor Preaching the end of Preaching ; nor Beleey- 
ing the end of Beleeving ; thefe are but the way to him who is the 
way to this Reft. Indeed Chrift himfelf isboth the way and the 
Reit, the means and the end ; fingularly defireable as the way, but 
yet more as the end. If any ching then that ever you faw or enjoyed 


appear lovely and defireable, then muft its end be fo much more. 


SECT. II. 


i. 2. JN order of Good the laft is ftill the Beft : For all good sends 


to perfection : The end is ftill the laft enjoyed, though firft 
intended. Now this Ret is the Saints laft eftace : Their beginning | . 
was as aGrain of Muftard-feed, but their perfe@ion will bean 
eftate high and flourifhing. They were taken with Devid from the 
fheep-fold, to reign as Kings for ever. Their fir Day wasa day of 
fraall things ; but their laft will be eneverlafting perteGtion : They 
fowed m tears, but they reap in Joy. If their profperity here, their 
res fecunde, were defireable; much more their res «time, their 
final Bleflednels. Rondeleting faw 'a Prielt at Rome, who would 
fall down in an Extafie when ever he heard thofe words of Chrift, 
Confummatum eft, I is finilhed : but obferving him careful in his 
fall ever to lay his head in a foft place, he fufpected the diffimulati- 
on, and by the threats of a cudgel quickly recovered him. But me. | 


- | thinks the fore- thoughts of that Confummation, and laft eftare we 


{peak of, fhould bring a confidering Chriftian into fuch an unteign- 
ed Extafje, thac he fhould even forget the things of che flefh, and 


| No care or fear fhould raife him out of it. Surely that is well,which 
‘ends well ; and that’s-Good, which is Good at laft; and there- 


fore Heaven muft needs be Good. 


ren ee erm oe Se oe eee ee ee ee 


SEGT. Ih. 


3. — ule is this, That whofe abfence or lols is the-worlt 


& or the greatelt evil ; muft needs ie {elf be beft, or the areat- 
eft Good. And.s theré a greater lols, then to lofe this Reft ? If 
you could ask the Reftiefs Souls chat are fhut out of it, they would 

| * tell 
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tell you more fenfibly then Ican. Forasnone know the fweetnefs 
like chofe who enjoy it, fo none know thelofs like thofe that are 
deprived of it. Wicked men are here fenflefs of the lls; becaufe 
they know not what they-lofe, and have the delights of fiefh and 
fernfe to take them up, and make themforgecit: But when they 
{ball know it to their Torment, as the Saints do to their Joy, and 
when chey fhall fee men from the Eaft and Welt fic down with A- 
brabam, lfaac, and }acod in the Kingdom of God, and themfelves 
(hut out ; when chey fhall know both what they have loft, and for 
what, and why they loft ic, furely there will be weeping, and 
gnafhing of teeth. He thatloferh Riches may have more ; and he 
that fofeth honor, may repair it ; or if not, yet he is not undone : 
He that lofeth life, may fave ic: But what becomes of him that 
lofeth God? and who or what fhail repair his lofs? We can bear 

the lofs of any thing below: if we have ir not, we can either live 
without it, or dye, and live eternally without it: Bur can wedo 
fo withont God in Chrift? As God givesus outward things, as 
anctuarics, as over-plus, or above mafure, into out bargain ; fo, 

when he cakes them from us, he cakes away onr fuperBuicies rather 
then our necclaries ; and pareth bur our nails. and coucheth not 
che guick: But can we fo {pare our part in Glory? You know 
whole Queftion it is, What foall it profit aman to Win all the 
werld, andlofe hu own Soxl ? will it prove a faving match ? Or, 

what fhall a man give for the ranfom of his Sou! ? Chruftians, com- 

pate bat all your loffes with that lof, and all your fufferings with 
that (uformg, and I hope you will lay your hand upon your mouth, 

and ccafe your repining thoughts for ever. | 


Luke 13 29, 


Mark 8, 35. 


Mat. 6. 33.. 


Mat. 16. 26. 


: SECT. IV. ; 
) S. 4 
4. A. Rule is this, That ‘which cannot be given by man, 
£ &. or taken away by man, is ever better,then that which can ; . 
And then I bope Heaven will carry it. For who hath the Key of the | 
everlafting Trcaftres ? And who is the Difpofer of the Dignities’ 
of che Saints ? Who faith, Come ye Bleffed, and g Je Crrfed?) 
Is it the voyce of God, or of meer man? If every good and perfect | 
gift comethtrom above, from the Father of Lights ; whence then 
cometh the gift of Ecernal Light wich the Father ? Whofe se 
| | g 


- 
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ledg foever it is, to be Key-keepers of the vifible Churches here be- 
low ; fure no meer man, but the Man of Sin, will challenge rhe 
Keyes of that Kingdom , and undertake to fhut out, or cake 
in, or to difpofe of that Treafure of the Church. We may be 
beholden to men, as Gods inftraments, for our Faith, but no fur- 
ther : For what Paul, or who is Apollo ? but Minifters by whom 
we beleeved, even asthe Lord gave to every man? Surely every |. 
ftep to that Glory, every gracious gift and at, every deliverance 
and mercy to the Church, {hall be fo clearly from God ; chet his 
very name fhall be written in the forehead of it, and his excelent 
Attributes ftampe upon it, that he who runs may read, ic was the 
work of God: and the Queftion may eafily be anfwered, whether 
it be from Heaven, or of men ? Much more evidently is that Glory 
the gift of the God of Glory. What? can man give God? or 
earth and duftgive Heaven ? Surely no !. And as.much is it beyond 
them to deprive us of it. Fyrants and perfecutors may take. away 
our Goods, butnot our chief Good ; our Liberties here, but nor 
that itate of Freedom ; our Heads, but nor our Crown. You can 
fhut us up in Prifons,and (hut us out of your Church and Kingdom; 


| but now fhut us out of Heaven if you can. Try in lower attempts : 
| Can you deny us che light of the Sun, and canfe it to forbear its 


fhining ? Can you ftop the influences of the Planets? or deny us 
the dew of ‘Heaven? or command the.Clouds to fhut up their 
womb ? or ftay the courfe of the owing Streams ? or feal up the 
paflages of the deep? how much lefs can you deprive us of our 
God, or deny us che light of his countenance, or {top the infla- 
ences of his Spirit, or forbid the dew of his Grace to fall, or ftay 
the {treams of his Leve, and (hut up his overflowing ever-fowing 
Springs, or feal up the bottomlefs depth of his bounty ? You can 
kill odr Bodies (if he permit you ) but try whether you can reach 
our Souls. Nay, it is not inthe Saints own power to give to, or 
take away from chemftlves this Glory. So that according to this. 
Rule,chere’s no ftate like che Saints Reft. For no man can give this 
Reft to us, and none can take our Joy from us, Poh. 16. 22 


SECT. V. 


Se Nother Rule is this, Thae is ever better or beft, which 


maketh the owner or pofleffor him(felt better or belt. And 


{ure | 
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{ure according to this Rule, there’s no ftate like Heaven. Riches, 
honor, and pleafure, make aman neither becter nor beft: Grace 
here makes us better, but not beft : That is referved as the P-ero- 
gative of Glory. That’s our Good, that doth us Good: and that 
doth us Good, which makes us Good : Elfe ic may be Good in it 
fel€, butno good tous. External Good is at too great a diftance to |. 
- tbe our Happinefs, Ic is not bread on our Tables,but in our ftomacks 
that-muft nourifh : nor blood upon our clothes or skin, but in the 
Liver, heart and veins which is our Life. Nay, the things of the 
world are fo far from making the owners Good, that they prove, 
not the leaft impediments thereto ; and {nares to the beft of men. 
| Riches and honor do {eldom help to humility; but of pride they |. 
occafionally become moft frequent fomentors. The difficulty is fo 
great of conjoyning Gracioufnefs with Greatnefs, that it’s next to’ 
an impoffibility : And cheir conjun@tion {o rare, that they are next 
to inconfiftenr. To havea heart taken up with Chrift and Heaven, 
when we have healch and abundance in the world, is neither eafie 
nor ordinary. Though Soul and Body compofe but one man, yet 
they fcldom prof ser hoek together. Therfore that’s our chief Good, | - 
| which will do us Good at heare: and chat’s our true Glory, that 
makes us all Glorious within: and that the Bleffed day, which will 
make us boly and bicffed men: which will not onely beautifie our 
Houfe, but cleanfe our Hearts : nor onely give as new Habitations, 
and new Relations, but alfo new Souls, and new Bodies. The true 
knowing living Chriftian complains more frequently and more bie- 
terly of che wants and woes within him, then without him. If you 
over. hear his prayers, or fee him in his teats,and ask him,what aileth 
him ? he will cry out more, Ob my dark underftandmg ! Oh my 
hard, my unbeleeving heart ! rather chen, Oh my difhonor! or Oh 
my basal | Therefore it is his defired place and {tate which af- 
fords a relief fuitable co his neceffities and complaints. And furely 
that ssonely thisReft, = 7 : 


SECT. VL 


6. A is, That che Difficulty of obtaining fhews the} | 
Excellency. And furely if you confider but whatic colt; 

Chrift co purchafe it ; what it cofts che Spirit to bring mens hearts 
co it; what it colts Miniftcrs to perfwade to it; what arte 
hill- 
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iow dicere fv | Chriftians, afterall chis, to obtain it ; and what it cofts many a half- 
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Chriftian that after all goes without ic; You will fay chat here’s 
Difficulty, and therefore Excellency. Trifles may be had at a Trivial 
rate: and. men may bave damnation far more eafily: It is but, lie 
{till, and fleep out our days in carelefs lazinefS: It is but, take our 
pleafure, nti minde the world, and caft away the thoughts of Sin, 
and Grace, and Chrift, and Heaven, and Hell, out of your mindes ; 
and do asthe moft do, and never trouble our felves about thefe high 
things, but venture our Souls upon eur prefumptuous conceits and 
hapes, and let the veflel {wim which way ic will ; and then ftream, 
and wind, and tyde, will all ae il ay to the gulph of perdition. 
You may burn an hundred houfes eafier chen build one: and kill a 
thoufand men eafier then make one alive. The defcent is eafie, the 
afcentnot fo. To bring difeafes, is bur to cherifh floth, pleafe the 
appetite, and take what moft delights us: but to cure them will 

bitcer pills, loachfom potions, tedious gripings, abfteinious ac- 
curate living ; and perhaps all fall fhort too. He that made the 
way, and knows the way better then-we, ‘hath told-us, it is narrow 
and ftrait, and requires {triving ; And they that have paced it more 
truly and obfervantly chen we, do tell us, it lies through many tri- 
bulations, and is wich much ado paffed through. Conclude then, 
it is fure fomewhac worth that mutt coft all this. 


SECT. VII. 


7» AR. Nother Rule is this, That is Beft, which not onely fupplieth 

neceffiry, but affordeth abundance. By neceffiry is qeant 
here, that which we cannot live without; and by abundance, is 
meant, a more perf ct (upply,a comfortable,not a ufelefs abundance. 
Indeed it is fuirable co a Chriltians ftace and ufe, to be canted here, 
and to have cncly from hand to mouth: And that not onely in his 
corporal, but in his fpiritual comforts ; Here we muft not be filled 
full, thac fo our émptinefs may caufe hungering, and our hungering 
caufe {ceking and craving, and our craving tellife our d ance, 
and occafion receiving, atid our receiving occafion thanks-return- 
ing, and all advance the Glory of thé Giver. But when we {hall 
be brought to the Well-head, and united clofe to the overflowing 


[wera wis ta cs faper omne vi iibiie ,:udibile,adorabileeuftabite tangibile,fenfibile.G exfon. par.3 
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Fountain, we (hall chen chirft no more, becaufe we tholl be empty 
no more, Surely if thofe Blefled Souls did noc abound in their Blefi- 
ednefs, they would never fo abound in praiics. Suck Bletling, and 
Honor, and Glory, and Praife to God, would never accompany 
commion mercies,: All thofe Avelwja’s are nox furethe language of 
needy men. Now, we are poor, we {peak (upplications : And our 
Beppas cone difcovers our low condition: Ail our Language al- 
moit is complaining and craving; our breath Gghing, and our hfea 
laboring. Bat fare where all this is turned into ecernal praiiing and 
rejoycing, the cafe muft needs be altered, and all wants {uppplied 
saitcrcsan I think their Hearts full of Joy, and their mouthes 
fall of thanks, proves their eftare abounding full of Bleffednefs. 


Prov.18,23. 


| SECT. VIII. 


8. R Eafon concludes that for the Beft, which isfo in the Judg-|  §. & 

ment of che Beft and wifeft men. Though, it’s true, the 

Jadgment of imperfect man, canbe no perfect Rule of Truth or 

Goodnefs: Yet God revealeth this Good to all on whom he will 

‘beftow it ; and hides not from his people the end they fhould aim 

atand attain. If che Holieft men are the Beft and Wifeft, then their 

Lives tell you their Judgments ; and their unwearied labor and fuf- 

ferings for this Redt, fhews you, they take it for the perfection of 
thetr Happinefs. If men of greateft experience be the wifeft men, 
and they chat have tryed buch eftates ; then furely, it’s vanity and 
vexation that’s found below, and folid Happinefs and Reft above. 
I€ dying men are wifer then others; who by the worlds forfaking 
them, and by the approach of Ecernity, begin to be undeceived ; 
chen furely Happinefs is hereafter, and not here: For though the 
deluded world in their flourifhing profperity can blefs chemfclves 
in chew fools paradife,and merrily jeft at the finplicity of the Saints ; 

- yee {carce one of many, even of the worlt of them, but are ready 
atlaft tocry out with Balaam, Ob that I might dye the death of 
the righteons, and my laft endmight be like bis. Never take -heed |, 
therefore what they think or {ay now, for as fre as they, fhall dye, 
they will one of thefe days think and fay clean-contrary. As we re- 

d not whatadranken man fays, becawfe itis not he, but the 
ink, and when he hath flept he will awake in another minde «. : 
2 Ww 


Pflalm 84. 1c. 


Hebyix.29,26 


| Mat. 11-39. 


§.9, 
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why fhould we regard what wicked men fay now, who are drunk 
with fecurity and ficfhly delights ? When. we know before hand 
for certain, that when they have flept the fleep of death, at che fur- 
theft, they will awake in another minde. Onely pity the perverted 
underftandings of thefe poor men who are befide themfelves ; 
knowing, that one of thefe days, when too late experience brings 
them ro their right mindes, they will be of a far different Judgment. 
They ask us, What, are you wifer then your fore-fathers? then al] 
the Town befides ? then {uchand fuch Great mén,and learned men ? 
Aad do you think in good fadnefs we may not with better reafon 
ask you, What ? are you wifer then Hesech, and Noah? then 
Abraham, lfaac, facob, Samuel ? then David and Solomon ? then 
Mofes and the Prophets? then Peter, Pasi, all the Apoftls, and 
all the Saints of God, in all Ages and Nations, that ever went to 
Heaven? yea, then Jefus Chrift himfelf? Men may be deceived, 
but we appeal to the unerring Judgment of Wifdom it {elf,eventhe 
wife All-Knowing God, whether aday in hws Courts be not better 
then athon(and elfewhere ? and whether it be not better to be door- 
keepers there, then to dwell in the Tents of Wwickedne/s? Nay, 
whether che very Reprosches of Chrift (even the {corns we have 
from you for Chrifts fake and the Gofpel ) be not greater riches 
then all the Treafures of the World? If Wifdom then may pafs 
the fencence, you fee which way the caufe will go: and Ws/dows is | 
jaftified of all her children, 


SECT. IX. 


9. [AM Another Rule in Reafon is this, That Good which 
containeth all other Good in it, muft needs ic {elf be bef. 
And where do you think in Reafon, that all. the reams of Good- 
nefs do finally empty themfelyes? Is it not inGod; from whom 
by fecret {prings they firft proceed ? Where elfe do all the Lines of 
Goodnefs concenter ? Are not all the fparks contained in this fire ? 
and all che drops in this Ocean ? Surely che time was, when there 
was nothing befides God: and then all Good was onely in him. 
And even now the creatures effence and exiftence is fecondary,deri- 
ved contingent, improper, in comparifon of his,who Is,and Was and 
Is t0 Come ; whofe Name alone is called, J 414. What do thine 
eyes fee, or thy heart conceive defireable, which is not there to be 
| had ? 


. 
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had ? Sinindeed there isnone ; but dareft thon call that good ? 

Worldly delights there are none ; for they are Good but for the 

prefent Neceflity, and pleafe bur the bruitith Senfes. Brethren, do 

you fear lofing or ‘parting with any thing you now enjoy ? What? 

do you fear you fhall want when you come to Heaven ? fhall you 

want the drops, when you have the Ocean? or the light of the 

Candle, when you have the Sun? or the fhallow Creature, when 

you have the perfect Creator ? Caft thy bread upon the Waters, 

and after many days, thou foalt There finde it. Lay abroad chy | Feclef.r1.1. 
rears, thy prayers, pains, boldly and unweariedly ; as God is true, | 
thon doft but fet them to ufury, and fhalc receive an hundred fold. | Mat.r9.39. 
Spare not, man, for State, for Honor, for Labor ; If Heaven do not 

make amends for all, God hath deceived us ; which who dare once 

imagine ? Caft away Friends, Houfe, Lands, Life, if he bid thee : | 
Leap into the Sea, as Peter, iP he command thee: Lofe thy life, and | Mark 8. 35. 
chow Fhalc fave it everlaftingly ; when thofe that faved theirs, {hall ) 

lofe them everlaftingly : Venture all,man,upon Gods Word & Pro- 

mife: There’s a Day of Relt coming willfully pay for all. All the 
pence and the farthings chou expendeft for him, are contained, with 

infinite advantage, in the maffie Gold and Jewels of thy Crown. 

When Alexander had given away his Treafure,and they asked him 

where it was; he pointed to the poor, and faid, in /crinis, inmy 
chefts. And when he wene upon a hopeful ‘expedition, he gave a- 

way his Gold ; and when he was asked, what he kept for himéelf, 

he anfwers, (per majorum & meliorum, The hope of greater and 

berter things. How much more boldly may we lay out all,and point 

co Heaven,-and fay it is, i /crinizs, in our everlafting treafore : and 

take chat hope of greater and berter things, in ftead of all. Nay, 

lofe thy {elf for God, and renounce thy felf ; and thou fhale at that 

day finde thy felf again in him. Give him chy felf, and he will re- | 

ceive thee,upon the fame terms as Socrates did his Schollar e£/chi- 

nes (who gave himfelf co his Mafter, becgufe he had nothing elfe) 

accspio, fed ea lege wt te tibi_ meliorem reddam quam accep: that) 

he may return thee to thy felf better then he received thee. So then, 

this Reft is the Good which containeth all other Good in it. And |: 

thus you fee, according to the Rules of Reafon, the tranfcendent. 

Exeelléncy of the Saints Glory inthe General. We hall next men- 

tion the partiqular Excellencies, . -. oe 

= L 3 CHAP. | 
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CHAP. VII. 


T he Excellencies of our Rett, 


SECT. I. : 


mG wae. Et let us draw alittle neerer, and fee more immedi- 
yf ately from che pure fountain of the Scriprures 
4 what farther Excellencies this Reft affordeth, 
oy And the Lord hide usin the Cletts of the Rock, 
Sh and cover us with the hands of indulgent Grace, 

4 while we approach and take this view : and the 
| | Lord = we may put off from our feet the 
ae {hoes of unreverence and flefhly conceivings, while we ftand up- 

on this holy ground. : | 


S E C T. I. ; 
See ty, Nd firft, it’s a moft fingularhonor and ornament, in the 
| papa is A {tile of the Saints Reft: to be called the Purchafed Pof- 
and Blood of | fejion: Thatitis the fruic of the Blood of the Sonof God; yea, 
Chrift, whom | the chief ‘fruit: yea,the end and perfection of all che fruits, and effi- 
Ae ace Sas cacy of that Blood.Surcly Love is the moft precions ingredient in the | 
enjay. whole compofition: and call rhe flowers that grow in the Garden | 
.| of Love ; can there be brought one more (weer and beautiful co the 
: Garland, then this’Blood ? Greater Love then thig there is not, to 
John 15-13- | fay down the life of the Lover. And to have this our Redeemer 


ever 
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ever before our Eyes, and the liveliclt Senfe and fithelt Remem- 
brance of thas dying-bleeding-Love {till upon our Souls ! Oh how 


6 


76 | 
! 
| 


2 id mivum fr | 


will ic fil our Souls with perpetual Ravifhmencs ? To chink that 
in he ftreams of this Blood we have fwam through the violence of 
the world , the fnares of Satan, the feduccnxnts of fith, the 
curfe of the Law, the wrath of an offended God, che agcufations 
of a Guilty Confcience, and the vexing doubts and fears of an une 
beleeving heart, and are paffed throvgh all, and here arrived {ately 
at the breft of God ! Now we are ftupified with vile and fenflefs 
| hearts, that can hear all he ftory of this Bloody Love, and read all 
the dolors and {ufferings of Love, and hear all his. fad complaints, 
and all with dulnefs, and unaffected. He cries tous, Behold and fee ; 
Is it nothing to you, O all ye that pafs by 2. Is there any forvow like 
unto my forrow ? ( Lamen. 1.12.) and we will {carce hear or re- 
gard the dolorous voyce ; nor fcarce turn afide to view the wounds 
of hin, who turned afide, and took us up, to heal our wounds at 
this fo dear arate. Bat Oh then our perfected Souls will fecl as well 
as hear , and with feeling apprehenfions flame again in Love tor 
Love. Now we fet his picture wounded and dying before our eyes, 
but can get it no neerer our hearts, then if we beleeved nothing of 
what we read. But then when the obftructions between the eye 
and che underftanding are taken away, and the paffage opened be- 
tween the head and the heart ; furely our eyes will everlaftingly af- 
fet our heart: and while we view with one eye our flain-revived 
Lord, and with the other eye our Joft-recovered Souls,and tranfcen- 
dent Glory, thefe views will eternally pierce us, and warm out 
very Souls. And thofe eyes, through which folly and luft hath fo 
often f{icle into-our hearts, fhall now be the Cafements to let in the 
Love of our deareft Lord for ever. Now, though we fhould (as 
{ome do ) travel to Jerufalem, and view the Mount of Olives 
where he prayed and wept ; and fee the Dolorons way by which 
he bare his Crofs, and enter the Temple of the Holy Grave ; yea, 
if we fhould with Peter have ftooped down and feen the place 
where helay, and behold his Relidts; yet thefe Bolted doors of 
(in and feth would have kept out the feeling of all that Love. Bur, 
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_|Nos capio me} (Oh! that’s che Joy,) we hall then leave thefe hearts of {tone and 
pre letiti@, | Rock behinde us; and che finkhae here fo clofe beféts us, and the 
quia ile 2% | fottith unkindnefs that followed us folong, fhall not be able to fol- 
fuam nature | low ns into that Glory. But we fhall behold, as it were, the wounds 
mee carnis & | of Love , with eyes and hearts of Love for ever. Suppofe (a little 
farguin’ fub-| to help our apprehenfions) that a Saint, who hath partaked of the 
veiat s & | Joys of Heaven, had been tranflated from as long an abode in Hell, 
and after the experience of fuch a change, fhould have ftood with 
fue, non ad bo-| Afary and the reft by the Crofs of Chrift,and have feen the Blood, 
ram , fed i | and héard the Groans of his Redeemer: What think you ? Would 
fempiternum | love have ftirred in his Breit or no ? Would the voyce of his dyi 
Ribrpeaide Lord have melted his heart, or no? Ohthat I were feafible of | 
minus meus ; | What Ifpeak ! With what altonifhing apprehenfions then, will Re- 
Et timue de- | deemed Saints everlaftingly behold their Bleffed Redeemer ? I will 
mish fratris | not meddle with their vain audacious Queftion, who malt needs 
| vincit affectus. | brow, whether the glorified body of Chrift do yet retain erthéx the 
chrife ; Liven. | wounds or fears. Buc this is moftcertain, that che memory of it 
ter audio tc reg- | willbe as frefh, and the impreffions of Love as deep, and its work- 
nantes in cae | ings as {trong, as if his wounds were ftill in our eyes, and his 
ls 5 eee complaints {till in our ears, and his blood ftill ftreaming afrcth. 
pt libcetif: Now his heart is open to us, and ours fhut to him: Bur when his 
fise crucem, | heart {hall be open, and our Hearts open, Oh the Bleffed Congrefs 
claves & lan- | that there will then be! What a paffionate meeting was there be- 
cca lesa tween our new-rifen Lord, and the firft fintul filly woman that he 
ey re ofief appears to / How doth Love ftruggle for expreffions ? and the ftrait- 
ubie affiétum }ned fire fhue up in the breft, ftrive to break forth? * AZary ! faith 
meum 3 ¢r ife- | Chriit: Adafter ! faith Adary : and prefently the clafps abont tis 
ram = memota | feet: having her hearc as neer to his heart, as her hands were to his 
le feet. What a meeting of Love then will there be, between the 
Serm. 23, in | 9¢W glorified Saine, and the Glorious Redeemer But I am here 
die Natal, | at alofs:_my apprehenfions fail me, and fall {c fhort. Onely chis I 
" lohn 20 16. | know ; it will be the fingular prai(e of our inheritance, that it was 
~ | Mat.28 9. | bought with the price of that blood : and the fingular Joy of the 
_ Saints to behold the purchafer and the price, together with the paf- 
feffion. Neither will the views of the wounds of Love renew out 
wounds of forrow: He, whofe firft wordsafterhis Refurre@tion 
lohn 20.13. | were toa great finner, #oman, Why weepeft thou ® krowshow to 
_ | taife Love and Joy by. all thofe views, withont raifing aury cloud 
of forrow, or ftorm of tearsat all, He that made the Sacramental 
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Comnrmoration of his Death to be his Churches Featt; ‘will fure 
Jamake che real enjoyment of its bl¢éfed purchafe, to be marrow and 
fatnefs. And if i¢ afforded Joy to hear from his mouth, This es 
wy Body Which is givenfor you, and This 1s my Blood which was | 
fred for you ; What Joy will itaffard, to hear, This Glory is the 
reit fr my Body and my Blood ? and what a merry feaft will ic be, 
When We foak drink of the frnit of the Vine new With him in the 
Kingdews of his Father, as the fruit of hisown Blood? David | 
d oot drink of rhe waters which he longed for, becaufe they ' 
were the blood of thofe men, who jeoparded their lives for them; 


we (hall value thefe waters more highly, and yet drink chem the 
more (weedy, Secaufe they are che Blood of Chrift, not jeoparded 
onely, bat thed for shem. They willbe the more {weet and dear 
tous, becaufe they were fo bitter and Dearttohim. If the buyer 
be. judicious, we eftimate things by the price they coft. If any 
thing we enjoy were purchafed with the life of our deareft friend, 
how highly fhould wevalue it ?. Nay, if a Dying Friend deliver us 
bur a token of his Love, how carefully do we preferve it? and 
{till remember him when we behold it, as if his own name were | 
written oa ic? And will-not then the Death and Blood of our 
Lord, everiahtingly fweeten our poffeficd Glory ? Methinks Eng- 
land fhould value the plenty of the Gofpel, with their. Peace and 
Freedom ata higher rate, when they remember what it hath coft | 
How much precious blood! How many of the Lives of Gods 
worthies, and our moft dear friends ! befidesall other coft. Me- 
thmks whenI am with freedom preaching, or-hearing, ot Ilving, 
I (ce my dying friends before mine eyes, whofe blood was fhed 
for this; andtook the more refpectively on them yet living whofe 
ip dangers did procure it. Oh then, when we are rejoycing 
in Glory, bow thall we think of the blood that revived our Souls ? 
and how fhall we look upon him, ‘whofe fufferings did put that 
Joy into our hearts? How. carefully preferve we thofe prizes , 
which with greateft hazard we gained from the enemay ? Goliahs 
{word muft be kept.as a Trophie, and layd up behinde the Ephod : 
and ina time of need, David fays, There’s none to that. Surely 
when we do divide the fpoil, and partake of the prize which our 
Lord {0 dearly won; we fhall fay indeed, Zhere’s sone to that. 
How deat was Pomathans Love to David, which was teltified by 
(\*) Sripping | 


and thought them fitter to offer to God, then to pleafe him... Bur |- 


77 


2 Sam. 23.16, 
17e 


1 5am. 21, 9. 


wes ee ee: See ee ee 


The Saints everlapting Ref 


ripping bisfelf of the Robe that was xpos him, and giving is 
pnins bi 5 Be even to his (word, and to bis ioe cca te 
his girdle : and alfo by faving him from his fathers wrath ? How 
dear for ever will the Love of Chrift be then to us, who {tripped 
himfelf, as it were, of his Majelty and Glory, and pat our mean 
Garment of ficth upon him, chat he might put the Robes of his 
own Righteoufnefs and Glory upon us ¢ and faved us, not from 
cruel injuftice, but trom his Fathers deferved wrath ? Well then 

| Chriftians, as you ufe to do in your Books, and on your Goods, to 
is | write down the pric? they coft you; fodoon your Righteoufness, 
and on your Glory ; write down the price, Zhe Precious Blood 
of Chrift *. 


x Sam.18.4. 


* By the ree 
_dundancy of 
which merit 


FathersJuftice 
for our debr) 
there is fur. 


th . Yet underftand this rightly ; Not that this higheft Glory was in 
chate made of | ftricteft proper fenfe purchafed, or that it was the phe at che 
Grace and Effect of Chrifts death: We mutt take heed thar Wwe conceive not 


of God as a Tyrant , who fo delighceth in ctuclty, as.to exc 


> | mercies for ftripes , or to Sive a Crown cn condition he may tor- 


from ; and togive them the glory which was given to himfelf and 
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SECT. In | 


2. Th Second Pearl in the Saints Diadems, is that, It’s Free, 

This feemeth as Pharoabs fecond Kin-, to devour the for- 
mer ; and as the Angell to Balsam > Lo meet it With a drawne 
rst bes full sf But the feeming difcord, is but a pleafing 


o 2e 
2. Icis Freely | . 
given us. 


1 King.7.17. 


Chrift, but free to us, When Chrift was to buy, filver and gold voas 
nothing worth ; Prayers and Tear$ could not fuffice; nor any thing 
below his Blood : But when we come to buy, the price is fallen to 
juR meching; Our buying, is but receiving : we have it freely with- 
Out money, and Without price. Nor doe the Gofpell-conditions 


the offer, I-think the favour is never the leffe free. Nay, though the 
condition were, that hefhould begge,: and wait before he have his 
pardon, and take him for his Lord who hath thus redeemed him: 
All this ts no fatisfying of the jaftice of the Law: E(pecially when 
the condition ts allo given, as it is by God to all his chofen; furely 
then here’sall free: If the Father freely give the Son , and the Son 
freely pay the debe, and if God do freely accept that way of pay- 
ment, whenhe might have required it of the principall; and i€ both 
Father and Sonne do freely offer us the purchafed life upon thofe fair 
conditions; and ifthey alfo freely fend the Spirit to inable us to per- 
form thofe conditions, then what is ~ that is not free? Isnoce- 

Gare | very 
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very Stone that builds this Temple, Free-Stone 2 Oh, the everlaft- 
ing admiration that muft needs furprize the Saints, to think of this 
Freeneffe ! What did the Lord fee in me, that he fhould judge me 
meet for facha State? That I who was but a poor, difeated, defpi- 
fed wretch (hould beclad in the brightneffe of this Glory? That I a 
filly creeping breathing worm, fhould be advanced to this high dig. 
ity. That I, whe was but lately groaning, we , dying, fhould 
now be as full of joy as my heart can hold ! Yea, fhould be’ taken 
from the grave, where I was rotting and ftinking, and from the daft 
and darknefs where I feemed forgotten, and hete fet before his 
Thronc? that J fhoald be taken with Afordecai from captivity to be 


| fet next unto the King! and with Daniel from the Dew, to be made 


ruler of Princes and Provinces! and with Sax/ from Seeking Affes, 
to be advanced to a Kingdom ! Ob, who can fathom unmesfurable 
Love? Indeed if the proud hearted, felfe-ignorant, {elfe-admiri 
Goners fhould be thus advanced, who think none: fo fit for ‘prefer. 
ment as themfelves ; perhaps inftead of admiring tree Love 5 they 
would with thofe unhappy Angels be difcontented yet. wich cheir 
eftate. . But when the felfe-denying, felfe-accufing, humble foule, 
who thought himfelfe unworthy the ground he trod on, and. the 
aire he breathed in, unworthy to cat, drink, or livey when he thal be 
taken vp into this Glory ! He, who durft (carce come among , or 
{peak ta, the imperfc& Saints on earth, becanfe he was unworthy; 
he who durft {carce hear, ot {caree read the Sctiptute, or fcarce pray 
and call God, Father; or fcaree receive the Sacraments of his Cove- 
nant, and all becaufe he was unworthy ! For this foul to finde ie 
{elf rapt up-into heaven and clofed in the armes-of Chrift, -evenin 
moment ! Do but think with your {elves what the. ting, 
aftonifhing admiration of {uch a foule will be. He that! durtt noe 
lift up his eyes to heaven, but (tood a farre of, fmiting on his breft , 
and crying, Lord be mercifull to me a finser ; now to be liftup to 
heaven himfelf!. He who was wont to write bis nan in Bradfords 
ltile., Thems:hankefull, the hard-hearted, the unworthy fier ¢ 
And was wont to admire that patience could bear fo long, and pott- 
ice fuffer him to live: Surehe will admire at this alteration, when 
hé (hall finde by experience chae unworthineffe could nor hinder his 
falvation which he thought would have bereaved him of every mer- 
cy. Ah Chriftian, There’s no talk of our worthin{s, nor anwor- 
pefle ; Jf worthinefs were our condition for adiniccance, we might 
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Fo ee ee 
fic down with S.Pobss and weep,becam{e wone in heaven or earth 13 
feand werehy. Bat the Lion of the tribe of Judah ss worthy and hath 
prevailed ,& by shat-ritle muff We bold the inheritance We thal of- 
fer there the offering that David refuled even praife for thas Which 
coft us nothing Here out Commiffion runs, Free/y,ye have received, 
Freely give: But Chrift bach dearly received, yet Freely gives. The 
mafter heals vs of our leprofie freely but Gehazs who had no finger 
ia the care, will furely run after us,and take fomthing of us,and falfly 
pretend sr ss bie maffers pleafure. The Pope and his fervants willbe 
id for their Pardons and Indoigencics;Bat Chrift will rake nothing 
e his. The fees of the PrelacsCourts werelarge;and our Comutati- 
on of Penance mutt coft our purfes dear; or elfe we mutt be caft ont 
of the Synagogue, and foul and body delivered up to the Devil, But 
none are (hut ouwef chat Church for want of money, nor is poverty 
any eye-fore to Chrift: An empty heart may bar them out, bue an 
ioe. Soc canmot'i His Kingdom of Grace hath ever been more 
ent:with defpifed poverty, then wealth and horiour: and 

riches occafion the difficulty of entrance,far more then want ean do. 
For that which ss bighty efreemed among men,ts deSbifed With God, 
And fo isitalfo, The poor of the world,vichin faith , whem God 
hath chofen to be heires of that Kingdom , which he hath prepared : 
or them thai love him, ‘Fkiow the true labourer ts worthy of bis 
bixe : etwa they that ferve at the Alar, foould tive xpos the 
Alvar’: eAnd- it te-not fit te tankele she Ox that treadeth 
ont vee corne. ‘And F know it iseither hellifh malice, or penu- 
rious bafenefs, or ignorance of the weight of their wotk and bur- | 
chen, that makes their maintenance fo generally Incompetent; and 
their very livelihood and fubfiftance, fo envied and gradged at : and 
chat it’s a-meer plot of the Prince of darknefs for the diverfion of | 
their thoughts; tbat they muft be ftudying how to get bread for their 
own and childrens mouths , when they fhould be preparing the 
bread of life for their peoples fouls. But yet let me defire the right 
aiming Minifters of Chrilt,to.confider, what is expedient as well 
as whavis lawfull:, and that the faving of one foul is better then a: 
ehonfand pound a year; andour gain though due, is a eurfed gain, 
which isa ftambling block to eur peoples fouls: Let us make the 
Frec-Goflpell as little barthenfome and chargeable as'ss poffible, 
I had rather never take their Tythes while I live, then by them: to 
diftroy the fouls for whom Chrift dyed ; and though God hath. er- 
A* 3) : daincd 
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glorying voyd. Though the well-leading Elders de ‘worthy of 


require it, J bad rather preach theG ofpell in rd and ragges, 


Grace and Kingdom is it, rather to lofe the hearts and fouls of their 
people , then to lofe a groatof their due? And rather to exaf. 


hearts feem to be fad tidings, becanfe of this burthen ? This isnot 
__ | the way of Chrift and his Apoftles ; Nor according to the felf. deny- 
- | ing, yeelding, fuffering Doétrine which they caught. Away with 

| all chofe actions, thar are againft the main end of our ftudies and call. 
ing, which is to win fouls: and fie upon that gain , which hinders 
the gaining of mento Chrift, 1 know ficth will here object neceffi- 


Bac.this is our exceeding confolation, That though we may pay for 
our Bibles and Books, and Sermons, and i¢ may be pay for our free- 
dom to enjoy and ufe them:yet as we paid nothing forGods eternal 
Love,and nothing for tbe Son of hisLove,and Nothing for his Spirit, 
and our grace and faith,and nothing for our pardon; fo we thal pa 
nothing for our eternal Reft.. We may pay for che bread and wine, 
but we thal riot pay for the body and: b4ood, nox for the great things 
of the Covenant which it {cals pnto us. And indeed we have a valua- 
ble price to give for chofe,but for thefe we have none at all. Yet this 
is not all. If were only for nothing and without our merit , the 
| Wonder were great ; butit is moreover againft our merit , and a- 
gaintt.our long endeavoring ofour own ruine. Oh, the broken 
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heare that. fech known the defért of fin, doth both underftand and 
feel what I fay. . What an aftonifhing thonght it willbe, co think | 
of the urable difference bet ween our defervings , and our: re- 
ceivings! between che {tate we fhould:have beenin, and the ftate 
wearein! To look down upon Hel, and fee the vaft differertce 
that free-grace hath made betwixt us and them ! to fee the inheric- | 
ance there, which we were bom to, fo different. ftom that: which 
we are adopted to ! Oh, what pangs of love will ic.canfe within 
us, to think, yonder was ty native right : my deferved portion : 
thofe fhould have been my hideous cries ; my doleful groans ; my 
eaflefs pains; my endlefs torment: Thofe unquenchable flames I 
Should have layen in; that never dying worm fhould have fed upon 
me : yonder was the place that fin would have brought me to a 
chisis ic char Chrift hathbought meto, Yonder death was the wa- 
es of my fin; but this Eternal life 1 the Gift of Ged, through Fe- | 
us Chrift my Lord. Did-notI negle& Grace, andmake light of 
the offers of Life, and fleight my Redeemsers Blooda long time, as 
well as yonder faffering fouls? Did I not let paffe my time, and for- 
eet my God, and foul, as well asthey ? And. was Inot born in fin 
and wrath as wellas they Oh, who made me to differ ? Was my 
hearr natarailly any readier for Chrift chen theirs ? Or any whit bet- 
ter affeted to the Spirits perfwafions ? Should I ever have begun to 
love, if God bad not begun to me ? or ever been willing’, if “he 
had not made me willing? or ever differed, if he had not 
made me to differ? Had I not now been in thofe flames, if 
I had had mine own way, and been let alone to mine own: 
wilh? Did I not refift as rful means, and lofe as fair ad-: 
vantages as they ?” And thould I not have lingered in Sodom 
cll the flames had feized on me, if God had not in mercy. 
carryed me out? Oh how free was all this Love? and how. 
tree is this enjoyed Glory? Doubrelefs this will be our ever- 
lating admiration, That fo Rich a Crown fhould fit the head 
of fo vile a Sinner! That fuch high advancement, and fuch 
long onfrutfulnefs and unkindnefs, can be the ftate of che 
fame perfon! end chat fuch vile rebellions can conclude in 
fuch mofk. precious Joys! Bur no thanks to us;. mor to any 
of cur dutiks and labors; much Iefs-to onr neglects and la-| _ 
rinefs:_ we koow to whom the praife:is due, and malt be 
given for ever. And indeed to this very end it was, ~ in- 
: nite. 
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Finite Wifdom did caft the whole defign of Mans Salvation 
into this mould of PURCHASE and FREENES, 
chat the Love and Joy of man might be perfected, and the 
Honor of Grace moft highly advanced; that the thought of 
Metit might neither cloud the one, nor obftruct the other; 
_ | and that on thefe two hinges, the gates of Heaven might tum. 
‘So then lee FDESERVED] be written on the door of 
Hell, bue on the door pf Heaven and Life [THE FREE 
GIFT]. 2 | 
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E ives The third comfortable Ateribute of this Reft-is, 
Thac it 8 te Saints prop and peculiar poffeffion. It belongs |® 
to ho.Other of all the fons of then; not that ic would have de- |! 
cradted from the greatnels or freenefs of the gift, if God had fo 
pleated, thac all-the world fhonld have enjoyed it: But when 
God hath réfotved otherwife,that it mult be enjoyed but by few ; 
to finde our names-among that number, muft needs make us the 
mrote to valhe our Gajoyment. If all Egype had been light, the 
Tfruttstes Thowtd not have had che lefs; dut yet to enjoy that fight 
alone, while their neighbors five in thick darknefs, muft make 
thein more fenfible of their privifedg.’ Diftinguifhing, feparating 
Mercy, affe@eth more then any Mercy. ¥f ic fhould rain on our 
ee ; of the Sun (hine apon oar alone habitations ; or 
ie biefling of Heaven divide between onr flocks, and other mens, | 
as beeweeh ‘Facvbs and Labans ; we fhould more feclingly ac- 
knowledg Mercy, then now, while we poffefs the faine in com- 
mon. Ordinarinefs dulfeth our fenfe; and if Miracles were com- 
mon, they would be fliphted. Hf Phirvah had palfed:as fafely as 
Drael, che Red Sea would have been lefs remembred, Hf che firit- 
borh OF arte not beenflam, ‘the fitft-born of Jfrae/ had ‘not 
been the Lords peculiar. If the tft of ‘the World had notbeen 
drowned , ahd the ceft of Sadom and Gomorrah burned, the 
faving of Nosh had been no wonder, nor Lors deliverance fo 
much catked of, The lower the weighty end of che ballance de- 
fcénds, the higheris the other lifted up; and che falting of one of 
the fatls Of ‘the Wind. Mill, is the occafion ‘of the rifttg of the 
other. It wouldbe'ho extennation of the Mercies of the Saints 
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more obfervable. O that will fure be a day of paffionate fenfe on 

both fides; when two fhall be in a Bed, and two in the field; the 

one taken, and the other forfaken. For a Chriftian who is con- 

{cious of his-own undeferving, and il-deferving, to fee hiscom- 

panion in fin perifh.; “his Neighbor, Kinfman, Father, Mother, 

Wife, Childe, for ever in Hell, while he is preferred among the 
Bleffed |.. To fee other mens fins eternally plagued, while hisare 

all pardoned ! To fee thofe that were wont to fit with us in the 

fame feat, and eat with us at the fame Table, and joyn withus. in 

the fame Duties, now to lie tormented in thofe flames, while we 

are triumphing in Divine Praifes | That Lot mutt leave his fons in 

lawn the flames of Sodom, and the wife of his bofom as aMonu. 

ment.of Divine Vengeance, and efcape with his two Daughters 

alone. Here is chufing, diftinguifhing Mercy | Therefore the 

Scripsure feems to affirm, That as the damned fouls thall from. 

Hell, fee the Saints Happinels to increafe cheir own torments ; {o 

fhall the Bleffed from Heaven, behoid the wickeds mifery; co the 

increafe of their own Joy. And asthey looked on thedead bedi 

of Chriftstwo Witneffes flain in their ftreets, and chey-chat dwell 

on the Earth rejoyced over them and made merry ; and as the 

wicked here behold the calamities of Gods people with gladnefs,, 

fo fhall the Saints look down upon them in the burning lake > and 

in the fenfe of their own happinefs, and in the approbation of. 

Gods juft proceedings, they fhall rejoyce and Ging. Thes art righ:: 

teas, O Lord, which art, and waft, and foalt be, becaufe thou haft 

thus judged: For they bave fhed the blood of Saists and Propbets, 
and thawhaft given them blood to drink, for they are worthy. Alles 
luja, Salvation, and Glory, and Honor, and PoWer to our God; fer | 
true and righteous are bis fudgments, And as the command is over 
Babylon, fo willit be over all the condemned fouls, Rejeyce over 
her, thon Heaven, .and ye holy Apoftles and Prophets, :for God bath 
avenged youonher. By thistime the impenitent World will feea 
reafon for the Saints fingularity, while they were on Earth; and 
will be able to anfwer their own demands, Wby.muft you be 
more holy then your neighbors 2 even becaufe they would fain be 
more happy then their neighbors. And why.cannot you do, and 
live as the World about you ? Evenbecaufe they are full loath to 
pect asthofe others, or to be damned with the VVorld about 
em. Sincere fingularity in Holine{s, ia by this time kndwn tobe 

a neither 
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neither Hypocrifie noe Folly. If to befingular in chat Glory be 
fo defirable, farely to be fingular in godly living is not contempt- 
ible. Asevery onc of them now knows his own fore, and his own 
grief, fo fhall every one chen feel his own Joy : and if they can 
now call Chrift their own,and call God their own God,how much 
moreythen ppon their full pofleffion of him ? For as he takes his 
people for his inheritance ; fo will he himfelf be the inhericance 
of his people of ever. _  &e 


SECT. IV. 


Fourth comfortable adjunct of this Reft is, thatitis in the 

fellowtbip of the Bleffed Sainrs and Angels of-God. Not fo: 
fingular will the Chriftian be, asto be folitary. Though it be pro- 
pertothe Saints only, yetisic common to all the Saints. For 
what isit, bur¢an Affociation.of Bleffed {pirits in God ? A cor- 
poration of perfected Saints whereof Chrift is the head 2 the com- 
munion of Saints compleated ? Nor doth this make thofe joyes to 
be therefore mediate, derived by creatures to us, ashere: For all 


and yet their collocation make them more comely, then one alone 
could be. Though the ftrings receive noc their found and fweet- 
nes from cach other, yet their concurrence caufeth that harmony, 
which could nat be by one alone. For thofe that have prayed, and 
fafted,and wepr,and watcht,and waited to; ether ; now to joy and 
enjoy and praife together ; methinks fhould much advance their 
pieature. Whatfoever it will be upon the great change that will 
be wrought inour natures perfected ; fure I am according to the 
prefent temperatuge of che moft fan@ified humane affcctions, ir 
would affe& exceedingly : And he who mentioncth the qualifica- 
cions of our happinefs of purpofe that our joy may be full, and 


praifes, fare doth hereby intimate to us that this will be fome ad- | 
vantage to our joyes. Certain | ain of this, Fellow-Chriftians ; 


diftrefs ; fo thall we be inthe great rccompence and deliverance ; 

and as we have been {corned and defpifed, fo fhall we be crowned 

and honored together,.and we who have gone through the day | 
: M 3 of 


maketh fo oft mention of our confociation and,conjun@tion in his | 


chac_aswe have been together in the labour, duty, danger and | - 
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the lines may be drawn fronf the center, and not from cach other, | | 
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‘ts alone in Chrift, and chat we give them not his own 
‘nor expecttoo great a part of our comfort in the fruition o 


P 


who have been with us in perfecutiona { 
alfo in that palace of confolation. Can the willful world fay, * If 
our forefathers and friends be-all {a Hell, why we will venture there 
too ? and may hort the Chriftian fay on better grounds, fecing my 


| faichfat friends are: gone before. me to Heaven, Tam much the 


more willing to be there too. Ob the Blefled day, Dear friends, 
when we chat were wont to enquire together, and hear of heaven, 
and talk efheaven together, (hall then five in Heaven tozether ; 
When we whoare wont to complain to one another, and open 
our doubts to one anothet, and our feares whether ever we (hould 
come there orno ; (hall then rejoyce with one another, and tri- 


emph over thofe doubts and feares:! when we who were wont] - 


formerly in private to meer together for mutual edification, Chall 
now moft publikely be conioyned in the fame confolation * Thef 


rifon, fhall be with us | 


fame difctples who were wont to mect ih a privare houte for fear} 


of the Jews; are now met in the Celeftial habitations without: 


fear: and as their fear then did caufe them ro fhue the door apaint | 


f 


their enemies, fo will Gods Juftiee fhut itnow. Oh when I took! 


in the faces of che pretious le of God, and believing 
of this day, what ner el i it ? thal! we not rere 
member, 'think- yeu; the pikes which: we pafled together here? 
our fellowthip in duty and in fafferings ? how oft our Broanes 
made as it were one found, our conjun@ teares but one ftream,and' 
our conjun@ defires but one prayer ? and now all our prayfes {halt 
make #p one melody ; and all our Churches one Church ; andall 
our felves but one body : for we fhall'’be one-in Chrift, ever as he 
and the father are one. Its true, we muft bevery carefull in this 
cafe, thar in our thoughts we look not for chat in the Saints which 
tve; 
them: 
we are prone cnough co this kinde of Idolatry. But yet be who 
Commands us fo to love them now, will give us leave inthe fame 
fubordinacion to himfelf ro love them then, when himfelf hath 
made chem much more lovely. And if we may love them, we (hail 
furely reioyce in chem; for love and enjoyment cannot ftand with- 
outan antwerable Joy. Ifthe forethoughts of fitting down with 
ebraham, Ifaac, Jacob, and all the Prophets in the Kingdom of 
God, may’ be our lawful Joy ; then how- much more -that ‘real 
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chink, 
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fight, and a@ust pofleffion? Ic cannot chufe but be comfortable 
t0 mec to think of chat day . when I fhall joyn with (Atefts in his 
fong, with Dawid in his Pfalms of praife ; aad with all the re- 
dened in che fong of the Lamb forevec : When we thall fee He 
nach. walking With God; Wack enjoying the end ofhis fingularisy; 
Fafepls of bia laicenity ; Fob of his patience, Hezekjab of his up- 
righonek ; anda j 


ll the Gaints rhe end of rheis faich. Will icbeno-. 
thing condacible to the complicating ef our comforts, £0 livee- 
ternally with Peter, Pasl, Auftix, Chryfaftom, Perome, Wickliffe, 
Lather Zuivgisus,(alvis,Bexn, Bullinger Zanching, Rarous, Pifca- | - 
tax? veith Mecper, Bradferd, Latimer, Glover, Saunders, Philpes? 
with Reignelds, Hibitaker; Gartwright, Brightman, Bayne, Brad- 
Pram, Beltou, Bal, Fiilderfbam, Pembie, T wife, Ames, Prefton, 
Sthbrs? O falicens dicw ( faid old: Grynaus,) gunm ad illnd ani- 
mars caqnilinen peokcifcar, Ch ex hac turba.& Colintone difte-. 
dans Ohappy day when Iithail: depart out of shis ccowdand fink, 
and go te that fame counfell of foales 4. [know that Chriftis allin: 
all - andhat it.is the prefence of God thac.maketh Heaventobe| — 
Heayea. But yet it much fweeteneth che thoughts of that place to | 
me, to cemeatber that thereare fucha multitude of my. moft dear 
and pretious friands in Chri ;:withwhom I cook fweet counfell, 
and tieh whom I weat up cq the houfe of God. ; who walked with 
marin the fear i God, and as suteprity of them hearss + inthe face of 
whofe converfations, these was wiiteen the name.of Chrift: whofe 
{wees and fenfible mention ofitris Excellencies hath made my heart 
to burn within me : To think offuch a friend. died at fuchatime,| ., . 
end .fuch a oneat.another time, fach a pretious.Ohriftian:flain at) +. ; . 
fach a fight, and fach.a ene at fach afight (oh what.a numberof. 
them could I name ). and that.all ehefe are enteredinco reft ; and | 
we fhall furely.go to them, bur they thall not return tous. Irsa 
Queftion with fome, Whether we {hall know each other. in Heaven 
orno ? Surely-there thall no. knowledg ceafe which now we have, 
botealy that which implyeth our imperfection: And what insper. 
fection can this imply? Nay our prefent knowledg fhall be increa 
fed bey ond belief: Ic fall indeed be done away, but.as the fight-of |: 
the candic and flares is done away:by the rifing of the Sun; whichis 
more properly adomg away of our ignorance then of our know: 
ledge. Indecd.we fhall notdnow each other after che Acth; not by © , @or-a46. 
farure, voice, colour, complexion, vifage,or outward chape ; if nig | oa: 

a 
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had fo known Chrift we fhonld know him no more: not by 
and gifts of learning, nor titles ofhonour and worldly dignity ; 
nor by tearmes of affinity and confanguinity, nor benefits, nor 
fuch Relations ; not by youth, ot age ; nor, I chink, by fex. Bur 
by the Image of Chrift, apd {piricual relation, and former faithfal- 
nefs in improving our Talents, beyond doubt, we fhallkaow and 
be known. Nor is it only our old acquaintance : but elt the Saints 
of all ages, whofe faces in the fieth we never faw, whom we thall 
there both know and comfortably enjoy. Luther in his laft ficknefs 
being asked his Judgment whether we fhall know one another in 
Heaven, anfwered thus : Quod accidit Adam ? nunquamille viderat 
Evam oc. i. e, How wasit with Adam ? He had never feen Eve: 
et he asketh not who fhe was? or whence fhe came, but faith, She 
is flefh of my flefh, and bone of my bone. .And how knew hie that? 
Why, being full of the Holy Ghoft, and indued with the cme 
knowledge of Ged, : he fo pronounced. After the fame fort fall 
| we be renewed by Chrift in anorher life, and fhall know.our pa- 
rents, wives, children, &c. much more perfeily chen Adew did 
then Know Eve. Yeaand Angels as well as Saints, willbe our 
bleffed acquaintance and {weet affociates. We.have every onenow 
our owne Angels, there beholding -our Fathers face::.. And chofe 
- {who now are willingly minttring Spirits for our good, will wil- 
| tingly then be our companions in joy forthe perfe@ing ‘of our 
A&. 52.35. eas | : And they who had fuch joy in heaven for our conver- 
sari ze fion,will gladly reioyce with us in our glorification. I chink Chrifti- 
Luke 15. ro. | 20, this will be a more honourable aflembly chen you ever here be- 
Heb.1,7.&c. | held: aadamore happy fociety. then you were ever of before. 
| | Surely Brocke,and Pint, and Hambden,-and White, oc. are now 
members of a more knowing, waerring, well ordered, right- aym- 
ing, {elf-denying, unanimous, honoorabie, Triumphant Senate, 
| theo this from whence they were caken is, or ever Parliamenc will 
| be. It ts better be doore-keeper to that Affemoly, whether Tasfz, 
. | cc. are tranflared, thento have continued here the’ Moderator 
of this. That is che true ‘Parliamentam Beatuns, the Bicifed Par- 
liament, and that is the only Church thae cannot erre. Then we 
fhall truly fay as David, I am.acompanion of all chem thar fear 
thee: when we are come to Mount Siow, and coche City of the 
living God, the Heavenly ers/alem, and to an innumerable 
company of Angels; tothe General Affembly and Church of the 


| aekbi. Adam 
| in Vite Luthe~ 
| rhe 


PQ@L139,63. 


The Saints everlafting Reft. 


LEAL ee 
friteborn, which are written in Heaven, and to God the Jndg of 
aii, and cothe Spirits of Juft men made perfect, and to Fe/xs the 
Mediator of the new Covenant, and co the blood of Sprinkling ; 
We are come thither already in refpe of title, and of earneft 
and farkt-fruits ; bur we thall then.come into the full poffeffion, O 
Beloved, if itbe ahappinefs to live with the Saintsin cheir imper- 
fetion, when they have fin to imbitter, as well as holine!e to 


fweceten their fociety ; what will it be to live with them in their} 


perfection, where Saints are wholly and onely Saints? If it bea 
delight to hear them pray or preach; what will it be to hear 
them praife ? If we thought our felves inthe Suburbs of Heaven, 
when weheard them fet forth the Beauty of our Lord, and {peak 
of the excellencies of the Kingdom ; what a day willit be; when 
we thall joyn with chem in praifes to our Lord, ,in, and for that 
Kingdom. Now we have corruption, and they have corruption ; 
and we are apter to fet awork each others corruption, then our 
Graces; and fo loofe the benefit of their company while we do 
enjoy it, becaufe- we know ‘not how co-make ule of a Sainc: But 
then it will noc be fo.: Now we {pend many an hour which might 


87 


be profitable, in a dull filent looking on each other, or elfe in vain | 


common conference : But. chen it will not be.. Now the beft | 


do know but in pact,, and therefore can inftru& and help us but in 
it: Buc then we (hall wich chem make up one perfect man. So 
then I conclude, This is one fingular excellency of the Reft of 
Heaven, That Wwe are fellow- citizens With.the Saints, and of the 
hoxfooldef God, Eph.2.19- : rr ee ee | 


SECT. V. . Pasa « 
Fist another excellent property of our Reft will be, That 
the Jayes of it are immediately from God. Nor doth this con- 


cradiG@ the former, as Ihaye before made plain, Whether Chrift! 


(who is God aswell as man). (hall be the Conveyor of all from 
the Divine Nature tous ? And wherher the givin up the King- 


$ $.° 


§.Ic is Imme- 
diae from. |, 
God, and in 
him = 


dom to thé Father, do imply the ceafing of the Mediators Office ? } 


And confequently, the laying afide of the humane Nature p 


(though I believe the Negative in thefe laft,- yet) are Queftions} 
which J will not now attempe to handle, But this isfure ; we (hall) 


God 
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that is given us co blow up thisfire, till itfame in our Peoples 
Souls, is rather ufed to blow it out. Such Preaching is ic that hach 
brought the molt co hear Sermons, as they fay their Creed and 
Pater Nofters, even as a few good words of courfe. How many 
acold.and mean Sermon, that yet contains moft precious Truths ? 
The things of God which we handle are Divine; but our maner 
of handling too Humane: And chere’s little or none that ever we 
couch, bat weleave the prince of our fingers behinde us ; but if 
God thould {peak this Word himfelf, it would be a piercing, melc- | 
ing Word indeed. How full of comfort are the Gofpet Promifes? 
yet.do we oft fo heartlefly declare them, that the broken,bleed- 
ing-hearted Saints, ace much deprived of their Joyes. Chrift is 
indeed a precious Pearl, but oft held forth in Leprous hands : 
And chus do we difgrace the Riches of the Gofpel, when it is che 
Work of our Calling to make it honorable in the eyes of men ; 
and we dim the glory of chat Jewel, by our dull and low expref- 
fions,: and dunghil.converfations, whofe luftre we do pretend to 
difcover ;. while the hearers judg of ic by our expreffions, and not 
its proper, genuine worth. The truth is, the belt of men do appre- 
hend bur litcle of what God inhis Word expreffeth, and what 
they do apprehend, they ace unable toucter. Humane language 
isnot fo copious as the hearts conceivings are ; and what we poffi- 
bly mighe c.clare, yet through our own unbelief, ftupidity; lazt- 
nck, and ether corruptions, we ufually failin; and what we do 
declare, yet che darknefs of our peoples underftandings, and the 
fad fenfletnefs of their hearts, doth ufually fhuc out, and make 
vad. Sothac as ll che Works of God are perfect in'their fea- 
for, as be is. perteR ;. fo are all the works of man as himfelf, 1m- 
perfect: And thofe which God performeth by the haad of man, 
will too much favor of the inftrumenc. If an Angel-from Heaven 
| hould presch the.Gofpel, yet could he not deliver it according to 
itsplory; muchicfs we who never &w.whar they have feen,. and 
kcep this Treafure in Earthen. Veffels,” The. comforts: chat flow 
through Sermons, through Sacraments, through Regding,. anid 
Company, and Conference, and Creatures, are but half comforts ; 
and the Life chat comes by thele, is bur a half life, in comparifon 
of :thofe which the Almighty (hall fpeak with-his own mouth, and. 
reach forth co us with his ownhand. The Chriltianknows by-cx: | 
Perience now, that his moft immediate Joycs are: hisfweereft} 
J : N ° 
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Joyes ; which have jeaft of man, and are moft direCtly from the 


Spirit. Thatsone reafon, as I conceive, wh Chriftians who are 
much im fecret prayer, and in meditation and contemplation ( ra- 
ther chen they who are more in hearing, reading and conference ) 
are men of greateft life.and.joy ; becaufe they are nearer the 
Well-head, and have all more immediately from God himéelf. 
And that I conceive the reafon alfo, Why we are more undifpofed 
to thofe fecret duties, and can eafilier bring our hearts to hear, 
and read, and confer, then to fecret Prayer, Self-examination,and 
Meditation ; becaufe in che former.ismore of man, -and in thefe 
we each the Lord alone, and our Natures draw back from the 
moft (piritual and fruicfal Duties, Not that we fhould therefore 
caft off the other, and negle& any Ordinanee of God: To live 
above them while we ufe them,,is the way of a Chriftian: But fo 
to live above Ordinances, as to live without them, is to live with- 
out che compafs of the Gofpel Lines, and fo without she Govern- 
ment of Chrift. Let fuch beware leaft while they would be higher 


‘then Chriltians, chey prove in the end Jower tchenmen. We are 


not yetcome co chetime and ftate where we (hall have all from 


_|Gods immediate hand. As God hath made all Creatures, and 


infticaced all Ordinances for us; fo wil he continue our need of 
all. We maft yet be contented with Love-cokens fromhim, tll 
we come to receive our Allin him.; We muft be thankful if Pofeph 
fuftain our lives, by relieving us in our Famine with his Provifions, 
cill we come to fee his own face: There's joy in thele remote re- 
ceivings ; but the fulnefs is tm his own prefence. O Chriftians,you 
will chen know the difference, betwixt the Creature and Creator, 


| and the contene that each of them affords. We fhall chen have 


Light without a Candle; and a perpetual day without the Sun: 
For the City hath no need of the Sun, neither of the Moon to frine in 
st, for the glory of God doth lighten it, and the Lamb 13 the light 
shéreof, Revel.z1.23. Nay, There foall be no night there, and they 


‘need no candle, nor light of the Sun; for the Lord God giveth thens 
| Light and they. foall reign for ever and ever Revel.22.5.We (hallthen 


have reft without flecp, and be kept from.cold wichout our cloath- 


-ing, and need tio Fig-leaves to hide our fhame : For God will be 


our Reft, and Chrift our cloathing, and fhame and {in will ceafe 


together. We thall chen have health without Phyfick,and ftrength | ° 
without the ufe of food ; forthe Lord God will be out ftrength, 
. | i 
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and che light of bis countenance willbe healch to our fouls, eand 
marrow co our bones.” We (hall chen (and never cifithen) have 


without a written Law: For the Lord will perfe@ his Law in our 
hearts, and we thall be all perfectly caught of God; his own 
will fhali be our Law, and his own face fhall be our light for ever. 
Then fhall we have joy, which we drew not from the promifes, 
nor was fetcht ushome by Faich or Hope : Beholding and poffef- 
fing, wilt exclude the moft of thefe. We fhall then have Com- 


the frit of the Vine new, chat ts, Refrefh us with the comfort- 
ing Wine of immediate fruition, in the Kingdom of his Father. 
To have neceffities, but no fupply, isthe cafe of chemin Hell ; to 
have neceflity fupplied by the means of Creatures, is the cafe of us 
on Earth ; to have neceffity fupplied immediately from God, is 
the cafe of the Saints in Heaven; co have no neceflity at all, is che 
prerogative of God himfelf. The more of: God is feenand re- 
ceived with, and by the means, and Creature here, the neerer is 
our ftate like that in plory. In word, Wehave now our Mercies, 
as Benjamin had dofephe cup; we finde them: at a diftance from 
God, and fcareely know from whence chey come, and underftand 
not the good will intended in them, but are oft ready to fear they 
ceme in wrath, and think they will bue work our ruine. But when. 
we fhall feed at 7o/epbs own houfe, yea, receive our portion from 
his own hand; when he fhall fully unbowel his love unto us, and 
take us to dwell in Gofbexby him; when we thall live in our Fa- 
thers houfe and prefence, and God fhall be All, andin All; then 
are we indeed at home in Reft. 


SECT. VI. 


es . Again, a further excellency is this: It will be unto us 
a {ealonable Reft. He thac expedcteth the fruit of his Vineyard 
in feafon, and maketh his people as Trees planted by the waters, 
frnirful in their feafon ; he willalfo givethem the Crown im fea. 
fon. He that willhave the words of Joy fpoken to the weary.in 
fafon, will fure caufe that time of Joy to appear in the meesett, 


and. 


. | enlightened underttandings without Scriptures, and be governed | 


munjon without Sacraments, when Chrift (hall drink- wich us of | 


kafon. And they who knew the _ of Grace; and did repent | . 
| 2 : 7 


Or 


Gen, 44 12, 
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' and‘believe in feafon, fhall alfo if they faint nor, reap in feafon. 
if God will noc mifs the (eafon of common Mercies, even co his. 
enemies; but will give both the former and latter rain in their 
‘feafon; and the appointed weeks of the Harveft in its feafon, and 
by an inviolable Covenant hath eftablifhed day and night in theit 
feafons: Then fare the Harveft of the Saints, and thetr day of 
ladnefs (hall not mifs its feafon. Doubtlefs he that would ner 
ay a day longer then his promife, but brought J/rae? out of 
Egypt that felf-fame day that the 430 yeers were expired ; neither: 
willhe fail of one day or hour of the ficteft feafon for his peoples 
glory. And as Chrift failed not to come inthe fulnefs of time, 
even then when Daniel and others had foretold his coming ; fo 
in the fulnefs and fitnefs of time will his fecond coming be. He]. 
that hath given the Stork; the Crane, the Swallow, to know their 
appointed time, will furely keep his time appointed. When we 
have had in this world a long night of fad darknefs, will nor the 
day- breaking, and the arifing of rhe Sun of Righteoufnels be then 
feafonable ? When we have endured ahard Winter in this cold 
Climate, will not the reviving Spring be then feafonable 2)» When 
we have (as Pau) failed flowly many days, and much time fpent,d- 
and failing now grown more dangerous; and when neither Sun |: 
nor Stars in many days appear, and no {mall tempeft lieth on us, 
and all hope that we fhall be faved, is almoft raken away, do you 
think the Haven of Reftis not then feafonable ? When we have 
paffed along and tedious Journey, and that through no {mall 
dangers; is not Home then feafonable 2? When we have had a 
| long and perilous War, and have lived in the midft of furtous Ene- 
mies, and have been forced to ftand on a perpetual watch; and 
|received from them many a wound; would not a Peace with 
Victory be now feafonable ? When we have been captivated in 
many yeers imprifonment, and infulted over by {cornful foes, and |" 
fuftered many pinching wants, and hardly enjoyed bare neceffa- 
ries ; would nor a full deliverance toa moft plentiful State, even 
from this prifon toa Throne, be now feafonable °? Surely, ‘a man 
would think whe looks upon the face of the World, that Refit 
{hould-co all men féem feafonable. Some of us are languifhing 
under continual weaknefs, and groaning under moft grievons 
pains, crying ‘in the morning, Would God it were evening, and 
inthe evening, Would God it were morning ; weary of going, 
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weary of fitting, weary of ftanding, weary of lying, weary of 


eating, of fpeaking, of waking, weary of our very friends, weary 
of ourfelves: O, how oft hath thisbeen mine own cafe ; and ts 
not Rcit yet feafonable ? Some are complaining under the pref 
fures of the times ; weary of their Taxes, weary of their Quarter- 
ing, weary of Plunderings, weary of their fears and dangers, 
weary of cheir poverty and wants; and is net Reft yet feafon- 
‘| able 2 Whither can you go, or into what company can you come, 
where che voyce of complaining doth not fhew, that men live ina 
continual wearinefs2 but efpecially the Saints, who are moft weary 
of that which the world cannot feel, What godly focietyalmoft can 
you fallinco, butyou fhall hear by cheir moans that fomewhat. 
aileth them ? fome weary of a blinde minde doubting concerning. 
the way they walk in, unfetled in almoft all their thoughts ; fome 
weary ofa hard heart, fome of a proud, fome of a paffionate, and 
fome of ail thefe, and much more ie weary of their daly doube- 
ings, and feares concerning their {piricual eftate ; and fome of the. 
wane of {piritual Joyes, and fome of the fenfe of Gods wrath, and 
isnot Reft now feafonable ? when a poor Chriftian hath defired, 
.| and prayed, and waited for deliverance many a year, is it not then 
feafonable ? When he is ready almoft to give up,and faith, am a- 
fraid I fhall not reach the end, and that my faith and patience will 
fcarce hold out ; is not this a fit feafon for Reft > If it were to fo- 
feph.afeafonable meilage, which called him from the Prifon to 
Pharohs Court: Orif the return of his Besjamin, the tidings that. 
fofeph was yet alive, and the fight of the Chariots, which fhould 
conyoy him co Egypt, were feafonable for the Reviving of 7acods 
Spirits; then me chinks, the mefsage fora releafe from the flefh, 
and our convoy to Chrift, fhould be .a feafonable and welcome 
meflage. If the voice of the King were feafonable to Daniel early : Dan.6. 19, 
. fin che morning calling him fromhis Den, thathe mightadvance &. 

him to more then former dignity ; then me thinks that morning 

voice of Chrift our King, calling us from our terrors among Lyons, 

to poffefse his Reft among his Saints, fhould be to us a very fea- 

fenable voice. Will not Canaanbe feafonable after fo many years 

travel, and that through ahazardous and grievous Wildernefs? | 

Indeed tothe world its never in feafon : they are already at their 

own home; and have what they moft defire : they are not weaty 

of their prefent State ; che Saints forrow is their Joy ; gt the | 
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Saints wearine(s is cheir Reft - Their Nag day is coming, where 
there isno more expetation of Reft: But for the thirfty foul to en- 
joy the fountain;and the hungry to be filled wich the bread of Life; 
and the naked to be cloathed from above, forthe children to come 
to their Fathers houfe, and the dif-joyned members, to be conjoy- 
ned with their Head ; me thinks this fhould be feldom unfeafon. 
able. When the Atheiftical world began to infule,and queftion the 
Truth of Scripture promifes, and ask us, Where is now your God ? 
where is your long lookt for glory ? where isthe promife of your 
Lords coming ? O, how feafonable then, to convince thefe unbe- 
lievers, to filence thefe {coffers, to comforc the dejected, waiting 
believer, will the appearing of our Lord be? we are oft grudging 
now, that we have not a great fhare of comforts ; that our deli. 
verances are not more f{peedy and eminent; that the world prof- 
pers more then we ; that our prayers are not prefently anfwered ; 
not confidering, that our portion is kept toa fitter feafon ; that 
thefe are not always Winter fruits, bur when Summer comes we 
fhall have our Harvelt. We grudg that we donot finde a Canaan 
in the VVildernefs; or cities of Reft in Noahs Ark 3 and the fongs. 
of Sion in aftrange Land ; that wehave nota harbor in the marn 
Ocean ; or finde not our home in the middle way.; and are nor 
crowned in the midft of the fight; & have not our Reft in the heat 
ofthe day; and have noc onr inheritance before we are at age; and 
have not Heaven, before we leave che Earth ; and would nor all 
this be very unreafonable? I confefs in regard of the Churches 
fervice, the removing of the Saints may fometimes appear to us 
unfeafonable; therefore doth God ufe it asa Judgment,and there 
fore the Church hath ever prayed hard before they would part 
with them, and greatly laid co heart their lofs? Therefore are the 
great mournings at the Saint departares, and the fad hearts that 
accompany them to their graves ; but this isnot efpecially for che 
departed, but for themfelves and their children, as Chrift bid the 
weeping women ; Therefore alfoit isthat the Saintsin danger | 
of death, have oft begged for their lives with that Argument; 
What profit 1s there in my bloed when, I go downto the Pit ? Pfal. | 
30:9. Wilt thou fhew wonders tothe dead? fhallthe dead arife and 
pratfe thee? foall thy loving kindne(s be declared in the grave? or 
thy faithfutne/s in deftruttion? (hall thy Wenders be known in the 
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for in death there ts no remembrance of thee ; inthe grave who foall 
give shee thanks? Pfal. 6.5. And this was it that brought Pasx/ 
toaftreight, becanfe he knew.ic was better for the church that he 
fhould remain here ; I muft confefs it ts one of my faddeft thoughts, . 
ro ceckon wp the wfeful inftruments, when God hath lately called | ,y 472 
out of his Vineyard, when the Loyterers are many, and the Har- 
veft great, and very many Congregations defolate, and the peo- 
ple as fheep without fhepherds, and yet the laborers called 
from cheir work, efpecially when adoor of Liberty and oppor- 
tunity is open, we cannot but lament fo fore a judgment, and 
think the removal in regard of the Church, unfeafonable: I know 
I fpeak but-your own thoughts ; and you aretoo ready to over- 
run me in application : I fear you are too fenfible of what I {peak, 
and therefore am loath to ftir in your fore. I perceive you in the 
pofture of the Ephefiaw Elders, and had rather abate che violence 
of your paflions : our applications are quicker about our fuffecings 
then our fins ; and we will quicklier fay, This lofs is mine, then 
This fault is mine, But Oconfider, my dear friends, hath God any 
need of fuch aworme as I ? cannot he a 10co wayes fupply your 
wants ? youknow when your cafe was worfe, and yet he provi- 
ded. Hath he work to do and will he noc finde inftruments? And 
though you fee not for the prefent where they fhould be had; they 
are never the further off forthac. Where was the world before the 
creation? and where was the promifed feed, when J/aac lay on 
the Alrare Where was the Land of Promife, when J/rae/s burden 
was increafed ?. or when all the old {tock fave only two.were con-. 
famed in the Wilderncfs? Where was Dauids Kingdom when hej 
was hunted in the WildernefS 2 or the Glory of Chrifts Kingdom] . 
when he was in the Grave 2 or when he firft fent his 12. Apoftles ?] ~ . 
How fuddenly did che number of Labourers encreafe immediately | — 
upon the Reformation by Lather? and how foon were the rooms 
of thofe filled up, whem the rage of the papiftshad facrificed in 
the flames? Have you not lately feen fo many d ficulties Overcome, 
and fo many improbable works accomplifhed, that might filence 
unbelief, one would think, forever? But if all thisdo not quiet 
‘you ( for forrow and difcontenc are unruly paffions ) yet at le 
‘remember this ; fuppofe the worft you fear fhould happen, yet.) 
| Qhallic be well with all che Saints ; your own turnes will (hortly: 
come; and we (hall all be hons’d with Chrift rogether ; where yor 
, wi 
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w ill want your Minifters and friends no more. And for the poor 

world which is left behind, whofe unregenerate ftate caufeth your 

tief; why confider; fhall man pretend co be more merciful then 

od ? Hath not he more intereft then we both inthe Church 

and in che world ? and more bowels of compaflion to commife- 

rate their diftrefs? There is a feafon for Judgment as well as for 

‘mercy : and if he will have the moft of men co perith for their fin, 

and to fuffer che eternal tormenting flames; mutt we queftion his 

goodnefs, or manifeft our diflike of the feverity of his judginents? 

I confe{s we cannot but bleed over our defolate congtegatiofis ; 

and that it ill befeems us to make light of Gods indignation = but 

Levit.1e.3, | yet we fhould ( asearon when his fons were flain ): hold our 
‘Plal39.9. | peace, and be filent, becaufe it isthe Lords doing : And fay as 
| David, If I (and his people ) foall finde favor inthe eyes of the 
2 Sam,ts,25,| Lord, he will bring me again, and fhew me them, and his Habitati- 
26, on: Butif he thus fay, I have no delight in thee ; ‘behold, here 
| 4am I, let him do With meas feemeth good unto ‘him. 1 conclude 

then, that whatfoever it isto thofe that are left behinde, yet 

the Saints departure to themfelves is ufually feafonable. I fay, 

: ufually, becaufe I know that a very Saint may have a deathin 
* Secundum | * fome refpe& unfeafonable, though it docranflate him into this 


| aid. Reft, He may dye in Judgment as good fofabh: he may die for 
x Cer, 11.30, | his fin : For the abufe of the Sacrament many were weak and fickly, 
3% and many fallen afleep, even of thofe who were thus Judged and 


chaftened by God, that they might not be condemned with the 

world: He may die by the hand of publike Juftice ; or die ina 

way of publike fcandal : He may die in a weak degree -of grace, 

. | and confequently have a lefs degree of glory. He may die in {mal- 

— ‘9475 | ler improvements of his ralents,and fo be Ruler but of few Cities. 


aa The belt Whert may be cut down before its ripe ; Theretoreit is 
, promifed to the Righteous as a bleffing, chat they fhall be brought 
Jeb 5.26, as a fhock of Corn into the Barn in feafon, Nay tts poffible he 


may die by his own hands ; Though fome Divines think fuch 
Mr. capell Dorine not fitto beraughe, leaft ic encourage the cempted to 
Temp. commut the famefin ; but God hath left prefervatives enough a- 
gainft fin, without our devifing more of our own; neither hath he 
need of ourlie in his glory. He hath xed chat principle fo deep 
in Nature, that all fhould endeavor their own prcicrvation ; chat 
Tnever’ ketew any whole wnderftanding was not crazed or loft, 
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much fibje% to that fn : even molt of the Melancholly are more 
fearful to die then other men. And this terror is prefervative 
enoagh ef that kinde, That fuch committing of a hainous known 
Sin,is a fad fign, where there is the free ufe of Reafon > Thac there- 
fore they make their Salvation more queftionable - Thatthey die 
mofk woful fcandals tothe Church: That however, che fin it {elf 
fhould make the godly toabhoric, were there no fuch danger or 
fcandal attending ic, &c../But toexclude frofm falvation of all 
chofe poor creatures, who in Feavers, Phrenfies, Madnefs, Melan- 
cholly, &c. {hall commit this fin, is a way ef prevention which 
Scripture teacheth not, and too uncomfortable to the friends of 
the deceafed. The common argument which they urge,drawn from 
the neceffity of a particular repentance,for every particular known 
fin ; asit isnoeuniver(ally crue, fo, were it granted, ic would ex- | - 
clude from falvation all men. breathing : For.there was never any 
man ( fave Chrift ) who died. not in fome particular fin, either of 
Commiffion, or Omiffion, great or {mall, which he hath no more 
time to repent of, chen the finner in Queftion; Buc yet, this may 
well be called, * untimely death: Butin the ordinary courfe of 
Gods dealings, you may eafily obferve, that he purpofely maketh 
his peoples laft hour in this life, to be of all other co the fiefh moft 
bitter, and in the Spirit, moft-{weet, and that they who feared 
death through the moft of their lives, yee at laft are more willin 
of ic then ever ; and all to make their Ref more feafonable.Brea 
and drink are alway good ; but at fucha time as Samarias fiege, 
‘| to have plenty of food in ftead of Doves dung,in one nights fpace;, 
or in fuch achirlt as [/omaels or Sanspfons, to have fupply of water |. 
by miracle in a moment; chefe are feafonable.. . So this Reft is al- 
ways good to the Saints, and ufually alfo is moft {eafonable Relt. 


oF 


§ 7. 


7. Te will be 
a Reft fuit- 
able. 


SECT. VII. | 

Eventhly. A further excellency of this Reh isthis; Asic will 

be afeafonable, {0-4 fuitable Reft : Suited, 1. To the Natures. 

2. Tothe defires. 3..To the. necéffitiesof theSaints. -- 
1. To their Natures. If fucablenefs concur.not with-excel . 
fency , the bet things may. be bad tous: For it isthat which 
makes things good in themfelyes to be good ro us. - In our choice 
of friends we oft pafs by the more excellent, to chufe the more 
~  O fuitable. 


b 


1. Te our 
Natures. 
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fuitable.. Every good aprees not with every nature. 'To'live ina 
free and open air, under the warming Rayes of the Sun, is ex. 
cellent to man, becanfe fiitable 3 
other nature, doth rather chufe another element ; and that which 
is CO us fo excellent, would. quickly be to it deftra@ive. The 


Element, and by the Spek of Chait kind 
iflame whereof as mi 


will he pro- 
to his peoples fpiritual nature. 
| As Spiries have noe flefhly fubftances, fo neither 


casnal ; and their notions anfwerable ce their own Matures: And. 
were it poffible for fuch to enjoy it,it woul 


it God; a perpetual 
fin ing of his high praifes , this is a heaven fora Saine, a {piri 
Relt, duit 


| live in ourown element, 


vedel 


ee SEEN ee ee Se ee 


The Saints everlafting Re/t. 


vefiel of water, that hath only fo much as will keep him alive ; but 
what is char co the full Ocean? we have alittle Air let in co us, co 
afford us breathing ; but what is that to the {weet and freth gales 
n Mount Sion ? we have abeam of the Sua to lighten our 
darknefs, and ‘a warm Ray to keep us from freezing ; but then we 
Shall live in its light, and be revived by its heat for ever. O bleffed 
be that hand which ferche acoal, and kindled a fire in our dead 
hearts, from that fame Altar, where we muft offer our Sacrifice 
everlaftingly. Tobe lockt upin Gold and in Pearl, would be bue 
a wealthy ftarving ; to have our Tables with Place and ornament 
richly furnifhed withont meat, is but to be richly famifhed; tobe 
Sifted up wich humane applaufe, is but avery airy felicity, to be 
‘advanced to the Soveraignty of all the Earth, would be but to 
wear a Crown of Thorns ; to be filled with the knowledg of Arts 
and Sciences,would be but to further the conviction of our unhap- 
aig : Bur to have a nature like God, his very Image, holy as he is 
ly, and ro have God himéelf to be eur happinefs, how well do 
thefe agree? Whether that in 3 Pot.3.4. be meant (as is common- 
ly anderftood) of our own inherent renewed nature, figuratively 
eatied Divive, or rather of (irif's Divine Narare without us, 
properly fo called;wherof we arc alfo made partakers,[ know not: 
But certainly were not ow own in fome fort. Divine, the enjoy- 
ment of the true Divine Natare could not be to usa fuitable Reit. 
a. Icisfntable alfo tothe defires of the Saints: For fuch as 


99 


2. To cur 


their natures, fuch be their defires ; and fueh as their defires, fuck, ; Defres. 


will be rheir Reft. Indeed, we have now a mined Nature ; and 


feecw vomtrary principles, do arife contrary defires: As they are | 
fleth, they have defires of fiefh, and as they are finful, fo.chey have 


finfal defies. Perhaps they could be too willing whileft thefe are 
ftirring, to have delights and riches, andhonor, and fia it felf. 
Buc chefe are not their prevailing Defires, nor fuch as.in their de 

liberate choice they will ftandctoo; therefore is it not they, but 


fin and flefh. Thefe are not the defires that chis Reft is fuired to, | 


for they will noc accompany them ce their Reft. Fo provide con: 
cents co fatisfie thefe,were to provide food for chemthat are dead. 
Fer they that are in Chrift, have crucified the flefh, with the affedti- 
ons and lufts thereof, Buc itis the Defires of our renewed Nature, 


and thofe which che Chriftian will ordinarily own, which ¢his | 


Reft fuited coo. Whiledt our defires remain corrupucd and-mil- | 
O 2 guided, |. 
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puided, it is a far greater Mercy. to deny them, yea, to deftroy 
them, thenro fatiste them : Butthofe which are Spiritual, are of 
| his ewn planting, and he will furely waterthem, and give the in-. 
ereafe. Is it fo great a work to raife them inus; and fhall they 
after all this, vanifh and fail ?..Tofend che Word and Spirit, Mer- 
cies and Judgments, to raife the {inners defires from the Creature 
to God, and then co fuffer chem fo raifed, all to perifh without 
fuccefs ; this were to multiply the Creatures mifery ; And then 
were the work of SanGtification, a defigned preparative to our 
torment and tantalizing ; but no way conducible to ourh 
Reft. He quickened our hungering and thirft for Righteoufrcs, 
that he might make us happy in a full fatisfa@tion. : Chriftian, this 
is a Reft after thine ownheart; it containeth all chat chy heare 
can with ; chat which thou longeft for, prayeft fer, laboreft for, 
there thou (halt finde it all. Thou hadft rather have God in Chrift, 
| then all the world; why there chou: hale have him. O whae 
wouldit chou not give for affurance of his love ? why there chou 
‘| Chale have aflurance beyond: fufpieion;: Nay, shy defires cannot 
now extend to the height of what thou fhalr there obtain. -Wasie 
not an. high-favor of God to Solomon, topromife to give him 
_ | whatfoever he would ask ?. why every Chriftian hath. fuch a pro-} 
|. Finife.: Defire what thou canft, and ask what chou wilt as a Chrifti- 
an, and it fhall be given thee ;' not onely to half of the Kingdom, 
| bute to the enjoyment both of Kingdomand King, This is a Nfe 
of defire and prayer ; but that isa life of fatisfadtion and enjoy- 
ment. O iene that we were but fowife, astolimit chofe 
- | defires, which we know (hall not be fatisfied ; and thofe which we. 
know not, whether or no they will be facisfied , and efpecially 
thofe which we know fhould not be fatisfied ; and to keep 
continnally inheat and life, thofe defires which we are fare fhall 
-have full fatisfa@tion. And O that finners would alfo confider, 
That feeing God will not give them a felicity fuitabfe. to their 
fenfual defires, it is therefore their wifdom, to endevor for de- 
fires fuitable to the true felicity, and to dire@ their Ship to the 
right Harbor, feciag they cannot bring the Harbor tp their’ 
Ship, 
4 This Reft is very fsicable to the Saints neceffities alfo, as 
wellasto their natures and defires. It contains whatfoever they 
truly wanted ; not fupplying chem with the groffe created com- 
forts, } 


g. To our 
necefiitics, 


fort os = ea eer ———— ee — 


The Saints everlajting Ref. —~—~«|~—«te 


forts, which now they are forced to make ufe of ; which like Svs/s | 

Armor on David, are. more burden then benefit: But they thall 

there have the benefit without the burden ; and the pure Spirics 

extratted (as it were) fhall make up their Cordial, without the 

mixture of any droffie or earthly fubftance. Ic was Chrift, and 

perfe@ Holinefs, which they moft needed, and with thefe thall 

they here be principally fupplied. : Their orkher necefficies are far| — 

better removed, then fupplied in the prefent carnal way. Itisbet-| ==. 
ter to have no need of meat, and drink, and cloathing, and crea- 

tures, then to have both the need, and the Creature continued. 

Their Plaifter willbe fitced to the quality of the fore.’ Thée Rain 

which Elias prayer procured, was not more feafonable after the 

three yeers drought, then this Reft will be to this thirfty Soul.’ Ir : 

will be with us, as with the difeafed man, who had lien at the | ruke's_ 43 
waters, and continued difeafed thirty eight yeers, when Chrift did a 4 
fully cure him in amoment ; or with the woman, who having had | Mark s. a5. 
the iffue of bloed,-and {pene all fhe had-upon Phyficians, andj} i 
fuffered the fpace of twelve yeers, washealed by: one touch of 

Chrift. So when we haye-lien at Ordinances, and Duties, and 

Creatures, all our life time, and fpent all, and fuffered much, we 

thal! have all done by Chriftinamoment. But we fhall fee more 

of chis under thegesthead.' 2) - 3 


5 tne eee ee 


SECT, VIIL: 


D eerie Another excellency of our Reft willbe this, That ic 
will be abfolutely perfe@ and compleat ; ‘and chis both in the 
fincerity and univerfality of ie. . We fhall chen have Joy without 
forrow, and Reft without wearinefs:  Asthereis no mixture of 
our corruption with our Graces, fono mixture of fufferings with | 
our folace : there is none of thofe waves inthat Harbor, which 
now fo tofs us up and down: VVe are now fometime at the Gates 
of Heaven, and prefently almoft as low as Helt ;. we wonder at 
thofe changes of Providence toward us, being fcarcely two days} 
together in a like condition. To day we are well, and conclude: 
the bicternefs of death is paft; to morrow fick, ‘and conclude we 
thall fhortly perith by our diftempers; to day inefteem, to mor-: 
tow in difgrace ; today we have friends, to morrow none te 3 

| a 
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8, Tt will bea 
perfe& Reft. 
1. In the fin. 
cerity of ir, 
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da ing adnefs, to-morrow in fadnels.; nay, we have VVine aad 
Vine hg inthe fame Cup, and our pleafanreft Food hath a tafte of 


zCor.12.7, |the Gall. If Revelations fhould raife us to the third Heaven, the 
oa meflenger of Satan mult prefently buffer us, and che prick in the 
flea will fetch us-down : Bae there is none of this unconfancy, 

rJoh.4. 18. | NOrmixturesia Heaven. If perfee& Love caft ‘out fear, then per- 
: fe& Joy muft needs caft out forrow ; and perfect happinefs cx: 
2.In the Uni- | eh ereliques of mifery. There willbe an univerfal pérfee- 


verfality of ic. |ing of all our ‘et ge powers, and a univerfal removal of al! our 


1, In regard /eyils, And ¢ the politive part be the fieerelt, and chat 
of good en- | which draws the other after it, even a6 the rifing of the Sua ex- 
joyed. regard | Chides the darknefs ;_ yet is not the negative part to be flighted, 
ar the vis even our freedom from fo many aad great Calamities, Lecos 
we fhall-be | therefore look over thefe more aaa § and fee what it is chat 
freed from. | we (hall there Reft from. In general, It is from all evil. Particolar- 
coo. lly, Firk, from che evilof Sin; fecondly, and of fuffering. 
1. We thal |  Firlh, It excludeth nothing more dire@ly then fin ; wherher 
Reft from fin, original, and of Nature; or actual, and of Converfation : For 
Revel,ar.27. | there entereth nothing that defilech, nor that worketh abomina- 
tion, nor that maketh a lie ; when they are there, the Saints are 
Saints indeed, He that will wath them wich his heart blood, rather 
; then fuffer them to enter unclean, will now. perfettly fee to that 
Ephel. s,27. | he who hath undertaken to prefenc them to his Father, sot havin 
| Ber or Wrinkle, or any {uch wee £ but perfettly hely, and Without 
lemifo, will now moft certain y perform his undertaking. What 
need Chrift at all tohave died, if Heaven could have contained 
1 Joh, 3.8, jimperfe fouls. For to thisend came he into che world, ‘that he 
might pat away the works of the divel. His Blood and Spirit have 


2 Cor.6.24. | not done all this, to leave'us after alldefiled. For whar commu 


nion hath light with darknefs ? and what fellowthip hath Chrift 
with Belial ? He that hath prepared for fin the torments of Hell, 
will never admit it into the Bleflednefs of Heaven. Therefore 
Chriftian, never fear this; if thou be once in Heaven, thou thal 
finno more. Is not this glad news to thee, who haft prayed, and 
watched and labored againtt it fo long? I know if it were offer- 
ed co chy choice, chou wouldft rather chuf to be freed from fin, 
then to be made heir of all the world : VVhy waiccillthen, and 
thou thalt have thy defire: That hard heart, thofe vile thoughts, 
which did lie down and rife with thee, which did accompany thee 


— ee, co 
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eoevery daty, which thou conld& no more leave bebinde thee, 
then Jeave thy felf behinde thee, fhali now be leftbehinde for 
ever. They might accompany thee to death, bur they cannot pro- 
ceed aftep further. Thy underftanding fhall never more be trou-| 5, From fn 
bled with darknefs: Ignorance and Error are inconfiftent with | in the eader- 
this Light. Now thow walkedt like a manin the twilight, ever a- | &anding. 
fraid of being out. of the way: Thou feeft fo many Religions in 
the VVorid, chat thou feareit thy.one cannot be onely the right 
among all chcfe* : Thon fecft the Scripture fo exceeding difficulr, 
and every one pleading it for his owncaufe, and bringing fach 
fpecions pl enacieD fo contrary Opinions, that ic iatanglech 
thee in a Labarinch of perplexities : Thou feelt fo many godly 
men on this fide,and fo many on that,and each zealous for his own 
way, that chou art amazed, not knowing which way totake. And 
thus do doubtings and fears accompany darknefs, and we are 
ready to ftumbic at every thing in our way. Bur then will all this 
darknefs be difpelled, and our blinde underftandings fully open- 
ed, and we fhail have no more doubts of our way: VVe hall | 2s if a maa | 
_| know which was che right fide, and which the wrong ; which was 
the Truth, and which the Error. O what would we give to know 
deerly, all the profound Myfteries in the Doétrine of Decree, of 


any Art or 
Science, till 
the Writers 
thereof did 
fully,and wni- 
tedly confent, 
Ie would be as 


to York, bur 
fhould make a 
vow net to (er 
forward till all 
the Glocks in 
| London trike 


the Sciences, bue their own imperfeBion , 
Lity Ly, 


whom be mvrerpr 

Finibus, lib. 2, The beft and molt grave Man. will cavela, That. ks is Bperane of many 
things, Gs Cicero. Tufcul.3- Selon was nocathamed co fay, That inbis-old age 
And julisune the Lawyer faid, That when he had one Foor ia dhe Grav, yer he would bave the 
| wher in the School. Boe we ge We ee eee : 

| eee eee - Aawitthio’ 
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EE eel 

within this-week,or moneth,or yeer, of another ; and yet alas 1 we 

cannot help it’s The reproach may fall upon all mankinde, as 

long as we have need of daily growth: Would they have us be- 
-| leeve before we underftand? or fay, webeleeve when indeed we 
donot? thall we profefs our felves refolved, before we ever 
throughly ftudied? or fay, we are certain, when we are.con{cious 
that we are not? Buc when once our Ignorance is perfectly heal- 
ed, then (hall we be fetled, refolved men ; then fhall our reproach 

be taken from us, and we fhall never change our judgment more ; 
| then fhall we be clear and certain in all, and ceafe to be Scepticks 
any more. Our Ignorance now doth lead us into Error, -to 
the grief of our more knowing Brethren, co the difturbing of 
che Churches quiet, and interrupting her defireable harmontous 
confent, tothe fcandalizing of others, and weakning of our 
felves. How masy an humble faithful Soul, is feduced inte Error, 
and lictle knows it 2 Loath they are to crre, God knows, and 
therefore read, and pray, and confer, and yet erre ftill, and con 
firmed in it more aaa. And in leffer and more anongk me, 


~~ 


how fhould it be otherwife? He that is acquainted amongft men, 
and knows the quality of Profeflorsin England, mult needs know, 
the generality of them are no great Scholars, nor have much read, 
or ftudied Controverfies, nor are men of profoundeft natural 
parts, nor have the Minifters of Exg/and much preached Con- 
| croverfies cochem, but were glad if their hearers were brought co 
| Chrift, and got fo much knowledg as might help co Salvation, as 
knowing that to be their great work. And can it be expeted, That 
men voyd of Learning, and ftrength of parts, unftudied and 
uncaught, fhould ae the firft onfet know thofe Tracths, which they 
ase almolt uncapable of knowing at all? when the greacelt Di- 
vines of cleareft Judgment, acknowledg fomuch difficulty, That 
_ | they could almoft finde in their hearts, fometimes to profefs them 
| = beyond their reach ? Except we will allow chem to lay afide 
_ | their divine Faith, and take up an humane,and.fee with otker mens 
_] eyes, che weight and weaknefs of Arguments, and not with their 
"| own $ Ic casnor be thought, That.the moft of Chriftians, no, nor 
the moft-Diviaes, fhould be free from erring in thofe difficulc 
. [-poines, where we know they: have not Head-peeces able to reach. 
| Indeed, if it were the way of the Spirit to teach us miraculoufly, 
asthe Apoftles were taught the knowledg of Tongues, withour 
a's | the 
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the meervening ufe of Reafon ; or if the Spiric infufed che as 
of Knowledg,.as he doth the immediate knowing Power, then: 
Re char had snoft of che Spirit, would not onely know beft, but al-. 
fo know moft ; but we have énongh to convince us of the'con- 
trary to thig. Bot © that happy approaching day, when. Error | 
fhall vanith away forever! WVhen our underftandings hall be 
filled with God himfelf, whofe light will leave no darknefs in us! 
His face thall be the Scripture, where we thall read the Truth ; 
and himfelf inftead of Téachers and Councels, to perfe@ our un- 
derftandings, and acquaint us with himfelf, who is the perfect 
Troth. No more Error, no moré Scandal to other's, no tore Dif 
quiet toour own fpirits, no‘ more miftaking zeal for faithood, 
becaufe onr underffandings have no mote fin. Manya Godly man 
hark here in his miftaken zeal, beeni‘a'nieans td deceive and pervert 
his Brethren, and when he fees his own Error, cannot again tell 
how £6 undeceive them. Buit' there we fhalf all confpire in one 
Tach, as being one ih hirn, who ts that Truth: eG 
And as We fhall reft from all the fin of our underftandings,fo of 
our wills, affeftion andconverfation’: VVe thall no sore retain 
this rebelling principle, which is {till withdrawing us from God,’ 
and'addi@ting ustoback{liding’: Doubrle&s we all nomore be 
oppreffed with the power of our corruptions, nor vexed with: 
cheir prefente: No Pride, Paffioh,. Sloathfulnels, Senfele{nefs' 
fhall enter withi us ; pigs cw tae God, and the'things of God ;: 
no coldnefs of affeAions, nor itperfetion in out love ; no uneven 
walking, nor grieviny of the Spirir; no fcaridalous action, or un- 
hety Corverfation ;° we fall Reft from “all chefe forever. Then 
fhaif our underftandingsréceive their Light from the face of God, 
as the full Moon from che open’Sun, where there is no Barth to 
incerpofe betwixt them ; then‘fhall our wills cotréfpond to the 
Divine VVill, as face an{wers face in a Glafs’; and che fame his 
will fhafl be our Law arid Rule, from which we (hall nevér fwerve 
again. Now our corruptions, as the Anakims, difmay us ; and’as a 
the Canaanites in Ifrael, they are left for pricks in onr’ fides, and Jofh: 23.13. 
chorns in oureyes ; and as thé bond-womaii and hér fon in 4br4- 
_baens boule, they do bur abufe us, and make our lives a burden to 
us > Buc then fhail thé bond-woman and her fon be ¢aft ont, and 
fhalf not be heirs with us in our Reft. As cWofes faid to. T/racd, 
“bere this day, every 


One 


feétion, arid- 
verfation, 


Gen. 21.9. 


Te Shall not do after all the things that we do 
P 
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one whatfoever 1 right in his oWneyes: For ye are net as yet come 
to the Reft, and tothe Inheritance, which the Lord jour God giveth 
you. Dent.12.8,9. conclude therefore withthe words next to 
‘Heb4. 10, | my Text. For be thats entered into bis Ref, he alfe hath ceafed from 

bis own Works, as God from his. So that ehere is a perfe& Keft 


from fin. 


2.F r-|2. [Tisalfo aperfe& Reft from fuffering. When the caufe is 
te sa I gone, the Grea ceafeth. Our fufferings were but the confe- 
quents of our finning, andhere they both thall ceafe together. 
I will fhew particularly ten kindes of fuffering which we thall 

there reft from. | — a | 
1. From _ 1. We thall Reft from all our perplexing doubts and fears : It 
doubts of | (hall no more bé faid, That * doubts are like the Thiftle, a bad 
- — as weed, but growing in good ground; the. fha!f now be weeded ont, 
of effe@ual | and trouble the gracious foul no more. No sore need of fo many 
Faith, pag. 24. | Sermons, Books, and marks, and f¢gnesto reivlve the poor doube- 
ing foul: The full fruition of Love it felf hath now rclolved his 
doubts for ever. We Shall hear that kinde of lanouage no more, 
‘What fhall I do to know my ftate 2 How thall] know that God 
is my father ? That my heart is aah pa That Converfion is true? 
That Faith is fincere ? ‘O, I am afraid my fins are unpardoned : O, 
I fear that all is but in hypocrifie; I fear that God will reje& me 
from his prefence ; Idoybe he doth not hear my prayers - How 
can he accept fo vile a wretch ? So hard-hearted, unkinde a fin- 
ep? Such anunder-valuer of Chrift as 1am? ‘All this kinde of lan- 
"| guageisthere turned into another tune ; even into the praifes 
of him, who hath forgiven, who hath converted, who hath accept- 
ed, yea, who hath glorified a wretch fo unworthy. So chat it will 
Now be asimpoffible to doubt and fear, as todoubt of the food 
Which is in our bellies, or to fear itis night, when we fee the 
Sun fhining : 1f Thomas could doubt with his finger in the 
wounds of Chrift, yet in Heaven I am fure he cannot ; If we 
could doubt of what we fee, or hear, or tafte, or feel; yet I am 
fure we cannot of what we there poffefs. Sure this will be com- 
fort tothe fad and drooping foul, whofe life was nothing but 4 
doubting 


The Saints everlafting Reft. 


doubting diftrefs, and their language nothing bne aconftantcom- 
plaining, If God would fpea e, it would eafethem; bue 
when he hall poffefs them of this peace, they fhall re& from all 
their doubts and fears for ever. | 


SECT. X. 


3. V E thall reft from all that fenfe of Gods difpleafure, 

which was our greateft rorment ; whether manifeft 
ed mediately or immediately. For be wik canfe his fury to- 
wards us toreft, and his jealonfie to ceafe, asdhe will be angry With 


§ 10, 


2. From all | 
fenfe of Gods 
difpleafare. 


wsno more, Exek,16.42. Surely Heltf{hall not be mixed with Hea- | - 


ven : There is che place for the glorifying of Juftice, prepared of 
papers ce manifeft wrath ; buc Heaven is onely for Mercy and 
vee fob doth not now ufe his old language, Thon Writeft bitter 
things againft me, and take/? me for thine enemy, and ferte/t me up 
asa mark to fhoot at, &c. O, how contrary now to all thise 
David doth not now complain, Trac the arrows of the Almighty- 
fick in him , that his wounds fink, and are corrupt ; that his 


fore runs.and ceafeth nots that his moyfture is as the drought of | 


Summer, chat there is, no founduels in his flesh, becanfe of Gods 
di[pleafure ; nor veft in his bones, becanfe of fin; that he ss 
weary of crying, bis throat is dried, his eyes fasl- in waiting for 
God; that he remembre th God, and is tronbled; that in complaining 
his first ss overwhelmed; that bis fonlrefufeth to be comforted , 
thar Geds wrath lieth hard upon him; and that he afflicterh him with 
all is waves. O,how contrary now are Davids Songs: Now he 
faith, I ake st in myhafte, and this was my infirmity. Here the 
Chriftian is.oft complaining: O, if icwere the wrath of man, I 
could bear it; bucthe wrath of the Almighty, who.can bear? O, 
that all che world were mine enemies, fo that I were affured that 
he were my Friend! If ic were a f{tranger, it were nothing ; but 
that my deareft Friend, my own Father, fhould be. fo provoked 
again{t me, This wounds my very foul ! If ic were a Creatrre, J 
wouldcontemnic; bucif God be angry, who may endure? If 
he be again me, who can be for me? And if he will caft me 
down, whocanmraife me up 2? Bur Ofthat biefled day,-when all 


thefe dolorous complaints will be turned into admiring thahkfk | 
: Poa. : nefs | | 


Job 3. & 13, 
26. & 16, 13, 
13,14 & 7. 
20, 

Pfal. 38. 
Phal.69, 3. 


Pfal.77. 3,3¢ 
Pfal.88, 7, 
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3. From Sa- 
tans Tempta- 
tions, 
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nefs } and all fenfe of Gods difpleafust  frvallowed up in chat 
Ocean of .infinice Love / when Senfe thall convinee.us, that fury 
dwelleth not ia God: And though for a licele moment he hide 


his face, yet with everlafting compafison, will he receive and im- 


brace us; when he thall fay to Sion, eAfrife and fhine, for thy 


‘Light is come, and the glory of the Lord is rifen upon thee, Va. 
'60. 2. : 


SECT. XI. 


ay. 5 V saabee from ail.the Femptations of Satan, where- 

| V byhecontinually difturbes our peace. WVhata grief 
isit toa Chriftian, though he yield aotto the temptation, yet to 
be ftill foliciced co deny his Lord ? That fuch a thonght thould be 


| caft inco his heart? That he can fet about nothing thatis good, 


but Satan-isftill didwading him fromic, diftraQing himin it, or 
difcouraging him afterit ? VVhat atorment, as-wellas temptati- 
onusit, to-have fuch horrid motions made to his foul? fuch. Biaf. 
phemons Jdea's prefented to his fantafie ? Sometime crued 
thoughts'of God ;.fometime under-valuing thoughts of Chrift ; 
fometime unbelieving thoughts.of Scripture ; fometime injurious 
thoughts of: Providence ; to be tempted fometime toturn to 
prefent things ; fometime to play with che baits of fn; fome- | 
time to venture on the delights of flefh; and fometime to flat 
Acheifmit felf? Efpecially, when we know the treachery of our 
own hearts, that they are as Tinder, or Gunpowder, ready to take 
fire, as foan as one of thefe fparks fhall fall upon them. O,how 
the poor Chriftian lives in continual difquietnefs, to feel chefe mo- 
tions? Bur more, that his heart fhould be the foyl for chis feed; 
and the too fruitful mother of fuch an off-fpring ? And moft of 
all through fear, Jeaft they will at laft prevail, and chefe curfed 
motions {hould procure hisconfent. - But here is our conafort ; as 
we now ftand not by our own ftrength, and thall noc:be charged 
with any of this; fo when the day of our deliverance comes, we 
{hall fully Reft from thefe Temptations: Satan is then bound up; 
the time of tempting isthe done; the time of cormencto him- 
felf, and his conquered captites, thofe deluded fouls, is chen come : 
and the viGtorious Saints thall have Triumph for Tempration. 
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Now we.do walk among his fnases ; and arein danger tobe cies | * Tim.3. 7. 
cumyented with his methods and wiles; but then we are quite |» Tim.a, 26. 
above his fnares, and aut of the hearing of his enticiag charms. 

He hath power bere co tempt us in the VVildernefs; but he enter. | Ephel-6. 11, 
ech not the Holy City : He may &t ns.on the pinacte of the 

Temple in the earthly Zers/alem; butthenew feru/alens he may 

not approach. Perhaps he may bring us to an exceeding high 

Mountain; butthe Mount Sten, and City of the living God he 

cannot afcend. Or if he fhould, yet all che Kingdoms of the. 

world, and the glory of them, willbe bue apoor defpifed bait 

to the foul, which is pofleffed of the Kingdom of our Lord, and | 

the Glory of it. NNo,no; here % no. more work for Satan now. | 

Hopes he might have of deceiving poor Creatures on Earch, who 

lived ont of fight,and.onely heard and read of a Kingdom, which 

they never beheld, and had onely Faich to live upon, and were in- 

compaffed with flefh, and drawn.afide by fenfe. But whem once 

hey fee the Glory they read of, and tafte che joyes hey heard of, 

and poflels chat Kingdom which they then believed aad hoped-for, 

and have laid. afide.their flefbly fenfe: its time shen for Satan to | 
have done ; its in-yain to.gfter.a Temptation more. What? draw. 
them from that. glory ? deaw them from the Arms of Fe/is (hrift ?. 
draw..them from she {weat:praifes of God? drawchem fromthe | 
hleffed Saciety.of Saintsand.Angels ? draw. them from the bo- 
fopa of the Fashess Lowe ? aod:that toa place of Torment among 
the damaed, which.tbeir eyes behold? why, whatcharms, what 
perfwafionscando it ? to entice them. from. an unknown Joy, . 

an woknown Gad, were fomewhat hopeful; but now they have 
both.feen.and enjoyed, there isno hope. Surely ic muft be a very 

ftrong temptation, that mult draw a bieifed Seint from that Rel, | 

We thall have no more need to pray, Lewd 5 not into T emsptation ; ee = 
nor to watch and pray, that.we exter not inteT emptation.; nor thal; ane 
we ferve the Lord as Pani did, Afts 20.3.9. in. many tears and) 
Temptations; no: bur.aow they who continued: with Gbriftin| 
Temptation, -fhall by him beappoiated to a Kingdom, even as | 

his Father appointed cohim; that they may eat and drink -at ‘his 

Table inhis Kingdom, Luke 22.28, 29, 30. Bleffed therefore ure 

they that endwre temptation ; for when they are tryed, they foal ree 
ceive the crown of life, which the Lord bath promifed tothe that Rows 2 


love him, jam.1.12, Aad then they fhall be faved from ie 
o 
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oftemptation. Then the malignant Planet. Satur» hall be below 
us, and loofe all its influence, which now is above exercifing its 
enmity ; and Satan mutt be fuffering, who would have drawn us 
into fuffering. As Bacholtzer wittily, Ubi Saturnus non {upra os 
fed infra nos con{picietur, luens panas pro {ua in nos fevitia & | 


malitia. . 
—_—_—_—n—n— 
6 12, _ SECT, XIL 
4.From temp- | 4, TE thall Rett alfo from all our Temptations which 
tations of the} we now undergo from the world and tlie fleth, as 
wae and /wellasSatan: And that isa number unexpreffidle, and a weight 


|( were it not that we are beholding ro fupporting grace ) utcerly 
incollerable. O the hourly dangers that we poor finners here be. 
low walkin ! Every fenfe isa fnare: Every member a fnare - Every 
creature a {nare: Every mercy a fnare : And every duty a {nare 
tous. VVe can fcarce open our eyes, but we are in danger : If we 
behold them above us, we are in danger of envy :' If thembe- 
low us, weare in danger of contempt: If we fee fumptuous 
buildings, pleafane habitations, Honour and Riches, we are in 
danger to be drawn away with covetous defires ; 1f the ragges 
and beggery of others, we are in danger of felf. applauding 
thoughts and unmercifulnefs. 1f we fee beauty, its a baie co lu ; 
if deformity, to loathing and difdain. VVe can fcarcely hear a 
word fpoken, but containes to us matter of temptation. How 
foon do flanderous reports, vain jefts, wanton fpeeches by chat 
paflage creep into the Heart ? How ftrong and prevalent a Temp- 
tation is our appetite ? and how conftant and {trong a watch doth 
it require ? Have we comlinefs and beauty ? Whar fuel for pride? 
Are we deformed ? what an occafion of repining ? Have we 
{trength of Reafon, and gifts of Learning 2 O how hard is it not 
a-Cof, 11.3. |to be puftt up? To feek our felves ? To hunt after applaufe? To 
& 1. 12,6. | defpife our brethren? To miflike the fimplicity that isin Chrift 2 
‘| Both in the matter and manner of Scripture 2 In Doctrine, in 
Difcipline, in Worthip, and in the Saints ? to affe@a pompous, 
{pecious,flefhly fervice of God ? and to exalt Reafon above Faith? 
Are we unlearned , and of thallow heads, and flender pares ? 
How apt then to defpife what we have not? And :to undervalue 


thac 
nn 
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thae which we do not know ? and to erre-with confidence, becaufe 
of our Ignorance ? and ifeonceitednefs and pride do but ftrike in, 
to become a zealous enemy to Truth? anda leading troubler of 
the Churches peace,under pretences of truth and holinefs ? Are we 
men of eminency, and in place of Authority ? How ftrong is our 
Temptationto flight our brethren ? to abufe our eruft? to feek 
our felves? to ftand upon our honour and priviledges ? To for- 
get our felves, our poor brethren, and the publick good? How 
hard to devote our power to his Glory, from whom we have re. 
ceived it ? How prone to make our wills our Jaw ? and tocut out 
all che enjoyments of others, both religious and civil, by the curfed 
rules and model of our own intereft and policy ? Are we Inferiors 
and fubje&2 How prone to grudg at others preheminence ? and 
co take liberty co bring 4ll their actionsto the bar of our incom- 
petent Judgment ? and to cenfure, and flander them, and mur- 
mure at their proceedings? Are we rich,and not too much exalted? 
Are we poor, and not difcontented ? and make our worldly ne- 
cefliticsa pretence for the robbing God of all his fervice ? If we be 
fick, Ohow impatient ? If inhealch, how few and ftupid are our 
thoughts of eternity ? If death be near, we are diftrated with the 
fears of it : 1f we think it far off, how carclefs is our preparation ? 
Do we fet upon duty ? Why, there are {nares too : either we are | Deut. 13, 30. 
ftuptd and Jazy; or reft on them, and turn from Chrift; or we | & 7.25. 
are cuftomary,, and notional only: Ina word, not one word that Paleo 
falls from che mouth of a Minifter or Chriftian, but isa fnare : not} p.oy. esas 
a place wecsomeinto; nota word that our own tongues fpeake ;| & 22. 25. - fo 
Nes any mercy we poflefs; nota bit we putinto our mouths, but | 29. 6,25. . 
they are {nares : Not that God hath made chem fo ;..but through | 2 Fim. 6.9. | 4 

our own corruption they become fo cous. So that what a fad cafe | Job ‘. 8; 20, 
'are we. poor Chriftians in ? Andefpecially they that difcern | 

them not? for its almoft impoffiblethey fhould efcape them ? 

Ie was not for nothing that our Lord cryes ont, hat I fay co one, 

I fay to all: Watch. Weare like the !epers at Samaria, if we 

20 Hig the City, there’s nothing but famine : if we fic (till we 

erifh. ) : = 2 

But for ever Bleffed be Omnipotent Love, which faves us out of | | 
‘all chefe : and maketh our ftreights, but the advantages of the glo-} 
| ry of his faving Grace : And bleffed be the Loid, who hath nos. 


' given our fouls for a prey : Our foul is efcaped as a bird .gur of : — | 


the 
ee an arene 
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Pfal.124.6, 7- | the fivare of the fouler ; the fnare is broken, and we are eftaped. | 
‘Now our Hontes, our Cloaths, ont Sleep, our Food, our Phyfick,. 
jour Father, Mother, Wife, Children, Friends, Goods, Lands, are }- 
‘alifo many Temprations , and-our felves the greateft fnare to‘our 
felves. But in'Heavery, che danger and trouble is over; cherets 
nothing but: what will advance ourjoy. Now every old compani- 
on, cad every loof-fellow iy putting upthe finger, and beckning- 
ns to fin, and we can fcarce cell: how co fay them nay : What, 
fay they, willnotyou take acup? willyou mot do-asyour neigh 
bors? muft'you be fo precife? do you think none fhalibe faved 
but Puritans? what needs all this ftrictnefs, chis reading,and pray- 
ing, and preaching? will you make your felf the fcom of all 
men? Come,doas wedo; take yourcups, and drink away for- 
‘row. Ohow many a poor Chniftian hath been haunted arid-vexed 
with thefe Temptations? and it may be Father, or Mother, or 
neereft Friends wiil ftrike in, and give a poor Chriftian: no reft: 
And alas, how many to their ecernal undding, have hearkened to 
their feducements-? But this is-our comfort, dear Friends, our 
Reft will freeus from all thefe. As Satan hath noentrance'there, 
fo neither any thing to ferve his malice ; bucall things {hail chere 
with us confpire the high praifes of our great Deliverer. 


s. Froma- | 5. AM as we Reft fromthe Temptations, fo: ao. from all 

bufes and per- abufes and perfecutions. which we fuffer at the hands-of 

eee of | wicked men. We thallbe fcorned:, and derided, imprifoned, 

Revel 6.910. | banifhed, butchered by them no more ; the prayers of the fouls 

under the Altar will then be anfwered, and God will avenge their 

blood on thofe thac dwell on the Earth. This is the time for 

, crowning with thorns, buffetcing, {pitting on; that isthe rime 

2 Tim. 3.12. | for crowning with glory : Now the Law is decreed on, That who- 
Rom. 8.17. | foever will live godly in Chrift Jefus,fhall fufter perfecution ; then | 

Matth.10, 23. | they that fuffered with him, fhall be glorified with him. Now we 

eee Me muft be hated of afl men for Chrifts Name fake, and the Gofpel ; 


then will Chrift be admired in his Saines chat were thus hated. 
Now becanfe we are not of the world, but Chrift hach taken us ont 
of the world, therefore doth the world hate us; chen becaufe we 
| , are 


10, 
John 15. 19, 
& 17, 14. 
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are not of the world, but taken out of cheir calamity, therefore 
will the world admire us. Now as they hated Chrift, they will 
-| alfohate ns; then as they will honor Chrift, fo wih they alfo 
honor us. We are here as the fcorn and off-{couring of all things ; 
asmen fet up for a gazing-ftock to Angels and men, even for 
fignes and wonders among profeffing Chrifians: They pa us 
out of their Synagogues, and caft ouc our name as evil, and fepa-: 
rate us from their company. But we (hall chen be as much gazed at 
for our glory,and they will be fhut ont of the Church of che Saints, 
and feparated from us,whether they willorno. They now think it. 
ftrange, that we min not with them to allexcefs of riot, fpeaking: 
evilof us,1 Pet.4.4. they will then chink more ftrange, chat they 
ran not with us, in the defpifed ways of God, and {peak evil of 
themfelves ; and more vehemently befool themfelves for their | 
carelefnefs, then ever they did us for our heaveniinefs. A poor 
‘Chrifttan can fcarce go along the Rreets now, but every one is 
| poincing the finger in (corn, but then they would be glad of the 

‘Crims of his Happinefs. The rich man would fcarce have be- 
fteved him, that would have told him, That he fhould beg for 
| wacer from the tip of Lazarus finger. Here is a great change ! 
| We can farce now pray in our Families, or fing praifes to God, 
but our voyce isa vexation tothem. How muft ic nceds torment 
{them then , to fee us praifing and rejoycing, while they are howl- 

ing and Jamenting ? How full were their prifons a while ago, and 
how bitter cheir rage? How.did they fcatrer the carkaffes in the 
fields > and delight chemfelves in the blood of Saints ? How glad 
wauild they have been, if they could bave brought them to ruine, 
and bforted out their name from off the Earth ? How did they 
prepare, like Hasan, their Gallows ? and if God had not gain- 
{aid ir, the execution would have been anfwerable - But he that fic- 
eth in Heaven, did laugh them co fcorn, the Lord had them in de- 
rifion. O how full were their hearts of blaod ,and their hands of 
cruetty 1 Iam petfwaded the next generation that knew them nor, 
will fcarcely believe the fury of cheirrage. Bieffed be'the Guar- 
dian of the Saints, who hath not fuftered the prevalency of that 
Wrath, which wonld (I believe) have made the Gun: powder 
Treafon, the Turkith Slavery, the Spanifh Inquifition, the French 
Maffacres, to have feemed ats of clemency. . But the Lord of 


‘Holts hathbrought chem down, and his Power and Ss 
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ES 
abated their fury, and raifed to his Name an everlafting Traphee, 
and fec up a Monument of Remembrance in England, which 

Judges s. 23. | God forbid fhould ever be forgotten. So let all thine ( uncorable) 

Phalmg,12, | enemics perith,O Lord. When the Lord maketh inquifition for 

blood, he will remember rae precious blood which they have fhed ; 
and the Earth fhall noc cover ic ahy more, Their hopes are, chat 
they fhall yet again have a prevailing day. Itis poffiole, though 
improbable. It they fhould, -we know where their rage will 
ftop. They fhall purfue but as Pharaoh, to their own deftruGion ; 
and where they fall, there fhall we pafsover fafely, and efcape 

John 7.34,36,| them forever. For our Lord hath cold them, That whither he 

& 8. 21,22. | goes, they cannot come. When their flood of perfecution is 

Revel.r2, 16. | dryed up, andthe Church called out of the Wildernefs, and the 

| new Pern/alem come down from Heaven, and Mercy and Jultice 

Heb. 11; are fully glorified, then fhall we feel their furyno more. There 

— is no cruel mockings and fcourgings, no bonds, or imprifonments, 
no ftoning or fawing afunder, tempting or flaying with the fword, 
wandring in Sheep- skins or Goat skins, in Deferts or Mountains, 
Dens or Caves of the Earth ; no more being defticute, afflicted 
or tormented: We leave all this behinde us, when once wé enter 
the Cicy of our Reft; the names of Lodard, Hugonots, Puritan, 

| Roundbeads, are not there ufed ; the Inquifition of Spain is 
there condemned ; the Statute of the ty Articles is there 
Repealed, and the Law De Hereticis comburendis more jultly 
executed ; the date of the Juserim is there expired; Sub{crip- 
tion and Conformity no moreurged ; Silencing and Sufpending, 
are there more then fufpended ; there are no Bifhops or.Chan- 
celors Courts ; no Vifitations,nor High Commiffion Judgments ; 
no Cenfures to lofs of Members, perpetual Imprifonment or 
Banifhment. Chriftis not there cloathed in a Gorgeous Robe, 

Matth:27. 29, | and blindfolded, nor do they {mite him, and fay, Read, who ftruck 

30. thee : Nor is truth clothed inthe Robes of Error, and {mitten 
forthat which it moft dire@ly contradi@eth ; nor a Schifmatick 

wounded, and a Saint found bleeding; nor our Friends finite us, 

whileft they miftake us for their enemies: There is none of all 
this blinde, mad work there. Dear Brethren, you that now can 
attempt no work of God without refiftance, and finde you mult 
either lofe the love of the World, and your outward comforts, 
or elfe the Love of God, and your eternal Salvation; confider, 


a You 
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You fhafl in Heaven have no difcouriging company, norany but 
who will furcher your work, and giadly joyn hearc and voyce with 
you, in youreverlafting joy and praiics. Tili chen, poffets your 
fouls in patieace: Bindeall reproaches as a crown to your heads ; 
Efteem them greater riches then the worlds crea ures : Account it 
matter of Joy, when you fall intorribulation. You have feen in | 
chefe days, that our God can deliver us; buc this is nothing to our 
final conqueft: He will recompence tribulation to them that trou 
ble you ; and to you who are troubled Refl with Chrift. Onely 
fee co this, Brethren, That none of you fuffer as anevil doer, asa 
bufic-body in other mens matters, as a refifter of the commands 
of lawful Authority, as ingrateful co thofe that have been Inftru- 
ments of our good, as evil-{peakers againft Dignities, as oppofers 
of the Difcipline and Ordinances of Chrift, as {cornful revilers of 
your Chriftian Brethren, as reproachers of a laborious, judicious, 
conicientious Miniftry, @c. Bucif any of you fuffer for the Name 
of Chriit, bappy areye; for the Spirit of God, and of Glory. 
reftechuponyou: And if any of you begin to fhrink, and draw 
back, becaufe of oppofition, and are afhamed, cither of your 
Work, or your Mafter ; let fach aone know to his face, That he is 
buc a bafe-ipirited, cowardly wretch, and curfedly undervalueth 


the Saints Reft, and moft foolifhly over-valueth the things below, | 


and he muft learn to forfake all thefe, or: elfe he can never be 
Chrifts Difciple ; and thae Chrift will renounce him, and be 
afhamed of him, before his Father, and the Angels of Heaven. 
But for thofe that have held faft cheir integrity, and gone through 
good report, and evil report, and undergone the violence of un- 
reafonable men, Let them hear the word of the Lord; Tour Bre- 


mt 
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Jub 31. 36. 
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Dan. 3, 17. 


2 Thef.1 7, 
1 P’en3. 17, 
& 4.1, 19, 


Jude 8, 
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Luke rq, 26, - 
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thren that hated you. that caf? you uut for my Numes fake, faid, Let | * Thef 3.2. | 


the Lord be glorified ; (they had good words and gouly pretences) 
bat be faall appear to your joy, and they faall be afhamed, Ifai.66. 5. 
Your Redeemer is firong, the Lord of Hofts ts his Name, he jhull 
throughly plead your cause, thar he may give reft tv his peuple, and 


Aifquietne{s to their enemies, fere. 50.34. — - 


Q2 SECT.J 


Pe a a Sh rrr 
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‘45. SECT. XIUL 


6. Frem our | 6. V 'E fhafl then Reft alfo from all our fad Divifions, ahd 

| Diviffons and anehriftianlike quarrels with one another. Ashe (aid, 

Diffeations. | who faw the Carka(fes lie together, as if they had embraced each 

other, who had been flain by each other ina Duel. Daanta fe in- 

vicemt ampletinntur amicitia, qui mutwa implacabili inimicitia peri- 

ére ? How lovingly do they embrace one another, being dead, | 

who perifhed through their rtutual implacable enmity 2 So, how 

lovingly do thoufands live together in Heaven, who lived in Di: 

vifions and Quartelson Earth? orashe faid, Whe beheld how 

uietly and peaceably the bonesand duft of mortal eremies did 

lietogether. Non tanta vivi pace effetisconjuntli: You did not 

live together fo peaceably. So we may fay of mulciendes in Hea: | 

ven, now all of one minde, one heart, and one imployment, You 

lived not on Earch in fo fweet familiarigy. There is no contentien, 

becaufe none of this Pride, Ignorance, or other Corruption. Past 

and Barnabas are now fully reconciled. There they are noc every | 

man conceited of his own underftanding, and in love withthe 

| iffue of his own Brain; but all admiring the Divine perfeCtion, and | 

Melib. Adam. | in Jove with God, and one another. Asold CGrynens wrote to his 

in vitd Gry- | friend, Sitenen amplizs in his tervis videam , ibi tamen comvenie i 
aad mus wbi Lutherus cum Zuinglio optime jam convenit : If 1 fee 
you no morc on Earth, yet we fhall there meee. where Lyther 

and Zuinglins are now wellagreed. There is a full reconcitigtion 

between Sacramentarians and Ubiqnitarians , Calvinifts and 

Lutherans, Remonflrants and Contra-R emonflrants, Difciplinarsans 

Two b and Anti: Difciplinarians , Conformifis and Non-(onformifts , 
a Fwo books Antinon; ; ; 
full of the Antinomians and Legalif's are terms there not known. Presbyters- 
language ef | aes and Independents are perfeAtly agreed : There is no Difcrpline 
Hell,inbie- | erected by State Policy, norany difordered popular rule: No 
terraft feornes | Government but that of Chrift: All things are eftablithed fure 

at the Mint Diving: Nob inveGive ee i 

Ary and Dif. suimo. INO bitter Invectives, nor voluminous reproaches : The 
cipline, Language of * AZartin is there a itranger ; and the found of his ec- 

thought to be | cho is not heard. No Recording our Brethrens infirmities: nor 

written by raking into the fores which Chrift died to heal. How many Ser- 

one Ouerten. | mons zealoufly Preached; how many Books ftudioufly compiled, 
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will then by the Authors be all difclaimed ? * How many back. | 5 Qxemadmo- 
biting faaderous fpecches ? How many fecret dividing contrivan- coach _ 
ces, mu chen be laid on the {core of Chrift, againft whom and his | 7," [oltas foil. 
Saints they were committed? The zealous Authors dare not own | /2 eff catabap. 
them : They would then with the Arkenians burn their books, Aés | tiftarum hare- 
19.19, and rather lofe their labor,then fland to it. There’s no plot. | M;, #4 imhec 
ing to ftrengchen our party : nor deep defigning againtt our Bre- ae ae 
thren, And is it not fharhe and pity, chat onr courle is now fo con- } st, ut predi- 
trary ? Sorely if there be forrow or thame in Heaven,we fhall then | catoribys veri= 
be-both forry and afhamed totook one another there in the face ; | ¢a¢ds negotium 
and to remember all this carriage on earth. Even as the Brethren eiabogs oi 
of fofeph were to behold him, when they remembred their | ,.,,, pe 
former unkinde nfage. Is it nor enough chat all che world is againft | /eauétores fif- 
ns, bue we moft alfo be againft one another ? Did I ever think pelios reddant, 
to have heard Chriftians fo to< reproach and feorn Chriftians ? ae Leo. 
and men profeffing the fear of Gol, ro make fo little confcience | putliasern 
of cenfating, vilifying, flandering, and difgraeing one another ? contra Cata- 
Could I have believed himthae would have told me five yearsago; | bap, 
that when the fcorners of Godline& were fubdued, and the bitter | © Si Catuimus 
profccutors of the Church overthrown, that fach.thould fucceed hilen has 
them who fuffered wichus, who Wére our intimace friends ; with | 4, eohanenri 
whom we took {weetcounftt. and went up together to the houfe 
of God ? Did I think ir had-beenin the heartsof men profeffing 
fach zeal to Religion,and the way's of Chrift,to draw their“ Swords 
| again{t each other,and to feek each othersblood fo fiercely ? Alas, 
if the Judgment be once perverced,and error have poffefied the fu- 
pream faculry, whither will men go, and what they willdo? Nay, 
what will they not do? O whara potent inftrument for Satan is a 
| mifguided Confcience ! It will make a man kill his deareft friend, |’ sac dats 
; yea, father or mother, yea, the holich Saint, and think he doth are aan 
| God fervice by it: And to facilitate the work, ic wall firkt blot out | incalefecve vin 
the reputation of their holinefs, and make them take a Saint fora | deituy quicun: 
| Devil, chat fo they may vilife or deftroy him without remorfe.-| 7% iplerin 


nfus ef, ut in- 
terdum etiam 
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tenure videri 
poffet 5 rogo 
moder atiffenes 


fe. lan ree 
Ervt, ME proqno, Gin quem dicatur, paulo attentius expendant ; megue hereticos. iffos {pivitus ex 
| impenio fue mettantur, Beza, in Bpiftola preefat. ance Calvint Tra@atus Theologicos. d Afe 
qucque nor latct, tarbylentes homines mevendis feditionibxs, Satane eff flabella,. ut in Evangel 
| dium placidos alioqui bomines in flawimet, Ita novo Leculo » {uo Evangelis aafcentis initia, 
ba baros bemines avmavit, qui legibus , judicijs , ey omni politie bellum ex profeffe indice- 
| YOmg. Sed ab Evangelo vecedcye, st feditionibus obviam catur, ximis per verfamef, Cal- 
wa, de Scandalis. : 
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O what hellith things are ‘Ignorance and Pride, that can bring 
mens fouls to fuch acafe as this! ‘Paud knew what he faid, when 
he commanded thata Novice fhould noc bea Teacher, left being 
lifted up with Pride, ,he fall inco the Condemnation of the Devil, 
1 Tim 3.6. Hedifcerned that fuch young Chriftians chat have got 
buc a little fmattering knowledg in Religion, do lie in greatet 
danger of this Pride and Condemnation. Who but a Pas/ could 
guitinus fue | have forefeen that among the very Teachers and Governors of fo 
perbiam aomi- | choice a Church as Ephe/us, that came to fee andhearhim, chat 
nat, Herefeon | pray and weep with him, there were fome chat afterwards (hould 
ee ara ibe notorious Seét-mafters ' ? That of their own felves meen 
eT SS fhould ari’e [peaking perverfe things, to draw away, difciples after 


Cim knqguam | 
extitit Bie | them? efits 20.30. VVho then canexpect better from any So- 
Magiftcr, quem’ ciety now, how knowing and holy foever ? To day they may be 
sitio in fi eg : Orthodox, unanimous,and joyned in Love ; and perhaps wichina 
it: os : : so 
precipitié cx. few weeks be divided, and at bitcer enmity, through their doting 


tulerit. Scimug about Queftions that tend not to edifie. VVho chat had {een 
Deum parvelis how loving the godly in England did live together, when they 
fidum effe do- were hated and {corned of all, would have believed chat ever they 


Asvem.Premdt would have been fo bitter againft one another. That when thofe 
Fe eee who derided us for Preaching,for Pearing,for conftant Praying i 
zuy gent,cos mon d. reaching, for t-earing,for conitant Praying in 
mivuam cfiab our Families, for finging Pfalms, for fandtifying the Lords day, for 
hac Scholagul- ‘ repeating Sermons, for taking Notes, for defiring Difcipline, cc. 
fos, vagss fuis | | 

fpcculationibus furfuin Gr deorfum raptari. Quotquot bac nofira etate apurd Evangelii Anctrina 
pro'aph falforum dogmatum caperunt cffe Auth+res,reperiemus omnes (uperbiae rorbo correptos, mgcnii 
tormenta fibi & aliss fabricalf:.Calvin.de {candalis. £ Altera peftis cit epinionum varietas Cr diffes- 
tia in eccli:fia: Que ut bis temporibus Jefuitarnm impulfu valde incruduit, a tamen neque nour 
webs neque mira vider debct, Ut enim palatorum fic judictorum magna cf vavictas : Elst wmulie 
factes bominum. fic & carda diver(a : at Hieron.adv.Pelag. 1.3. Dr. Humfredus Jefuirif, part. + 
in Ipiftola ‘-edi-atoria. — Afultos fubvertunt, abducentes tpfos pretextn cognitionis, ab co qui 
nnvirfa cre.ut. &e. Velut qui altius quid ac majus babeant qusd oftend.nt Deo, &c. Probabr- 
tor quidem wduceatcs per verberum artificium fimplices ad quevend: modum: Verum improve per- 
dcntes ip'as, taco quud mal d'cam & imptam ipforum mente : firiunt, &s Nami erver per [cipfum 
non ofirnditur ut ac denudaius d:py.bendatur, fed amici's [pleadido cillide ornatis, ut etiam ipla 
vi.ritate verirem {plum sxbibere u'deatuy imperitiovibus per externam apparentiam. Yrenxu 
adverf ha ef. pag.a-Proem. © Dil'e nter inkIendum, ncqurd ex pefle que evafjatuy cx vicinia, fide 
Lhys cure naflve com vifftss coy Au, cull quits, & quotidsanis, qua vitari nox poffunt, d:fceptationi- 
bus affi.tuy. Sevpit caim facie cout.sgia, ox nf malo ubv- tea ivetur, falforum dottorum aftus, & 
bercticavuin confertinin infivmorum fidem procu'dubio v tient. Evaugclia eran peecones fele ex- 
erceant ini fulatiane poatrficivrum, Aunabipt. flarn.. & Sucimanocum, Ke sb itis enim A 
mactisendieny iim quia ellis poymixl wuss, tum quia eoraa pl rig’. MP0 quodam fisdtu crdcxt 
dottrine fue diffiniuiade. Aynyraldus de pace inter kvangelicos conttyuend, paz 246. 
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had their mowhes Ropped ; we fhould fall upon one ano- 
ther for the very fame duties; and that Profeffors of Religion 
fhould oppofe and deride almoft allthac worfhip of God out of 
Confcience, which others did before them through prophanenefs 7 
Did I not think, thac of all other, the fcorning at the worthippers | 
of Chrift, had been a fure fign of a wicked wretch? But I fee} 
now we mut diftinguifh between fcorners and feorners, orelfe I 
fear we fhall exclude almoft all. I read indeed in Pagan VVriters, 
- | Thae chefe Chriftians were as cruel as Bears and Tygers againft one 
another: emmianus Marcellinus gives it asthe Reafon of 7#ls- 
ans policy, in proclaiming Liberty for every party, to Profefs, and 
Preach their own Opinions, becaufe he knew the cruel Chriftians 
would then moft fiercely fall upon one another ; and fo by : 
* Liberty of Confcience, and by keeping their Children from the} * 0% quam _— 
Schools of Learning, he thought to have rooted out Chriftianity beara “el 
from the Earth. But I had hoped this accufation had come from negate ate 
the malice of the Pagan VVriter: Litcle did I think to have feen | jn; qui fubdi- 
it fo far verified ! Lord, what Divels are we unfan@tfied, when | tos xo modo 
there is yet fuch a Nature remaining in the fanctified ? Such a Na- 

ture hath God in thefe days fuffered co difcover it felf in the very 
Godly; that if he did not graciovfly and powerfully reftrain, 
they would (hed the blood of one another; and no thanks to us 
if i¢ be notdone. But I hope his defign is but to humble and 
fhame us by the difcovery, and then to prevent the breaking 


A minitn. May. 
ceh in vita -. 
Jubsani, 


bonefiss legibus, 
jrdiciis & dif- 
ciflind praclae 
ve yexcrunt : 
fid etiam em- 
Rilin mAxiea«e 
in hoc fludiain 
incubucrunt ut 


forth. — rc 
ObjeE. But is it-poffible fuch fhowld be truly Godly? Then ia avad fuss 
vehac fin will denominate a man ungodly ? a ea vue fis 
OLb/ NA CAlEn 


eAtnfw. Or elfe I mult believe the doctrine of the Saints Apo- asa 
‘ftafie ; or believe there are fcarce any godly inthe world. O} 77 es oe 
! whae a wound of difhonor hath this given, not onely to the (tri | pentes agini- 
he profeffion of holines, but even to the very Chriftian name? | @ros fir tradi- 
Were there a poffibility of hiding it, I durft not thus mention ic. | t, & ingens 
O Chriftian, If thou who readeft this be guilty, I charge thee be- aid es 
fore the living God, That thowfadly conlider, how far is this UN | Om A ee 
like chy Copy ? Suppofe thou hadft feen the Lord Jefus, girded t0 | bya venata in 
‘the fervice, {ooping tothe Earth, wafhing his Difciples dirty feets 


con (pectum 
land wiping them, and faying tothem, This Lhave done to give Chitfli prodcaf, 


que tali Megs- 
E contra quam infulices qui,tc. Religronenr per varias corinptelas 


Sratui @fC7HaS gratias Agat, 
nef (uot aaa: Wigandus in Epift. ante Com.in Proph, John 13 B,9, 1051 2,14. 
| you . 
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Maths. 44 


John 33.35. 
& 34, 27. 


Col 3. 1x, 


‘youancxample, That if I your Lord and Mafter have wafhed 


~{ command. If it be poffible, as much as ins zou lieth, Sive peaceably 


| hear an able faithful Minifter, and not think che labor ‘ill beftow- 


| day of che Reft of the Saints in Glory | When as there ‘is one 
| God, one Chrift, one Spirit, fo we fhallhave one J udpment, one 


| Anabaptift or Poedobaptift, Brownift, Separatift, Independent, 


| againitic; but even thofe who here jarred in difcord, thall all 
-{comuyn tn bleffed concord, and make up one melodious Quire. 
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your feet, you alfo ought to wafh one anothers: Wonld nor this 
make thee afhamed and cremble ? Shall the Lord wipe che feee, 
and the fellow-fervane be ready co cut che throat 2? would not th 

proud heart fcorn to Roop to thy Mafters work ? Look to thy felF; 
itis not the name of a profeffor, nor the zeal for thy opinions, thar 
will prove thee a Chriftian, or fecure thee from the heat of che 
confuming fire. If chou love not thine enemy, mach more chy 
Chriftian friend, chou canft not be Chrifts Difciple. Ic is the com- 
mon mark whereby his Difciples are known to all men, That they 
love one another. 1s it not his faft great Legacy, (Wy peace I leave 
Wsth you, my peace I give wnto you ? Mark che exprefions of cher 


With all men, Rom.13.18, Fellow peace with all men, and helinefs, 
Heb. 12.14. O the deceitfulnefs of the heart of man | That 
thofe fame men, who lately in their felf-examination could finde 
nothing of Chrift fo clear within chem, as cheir love tothe Bre- 
thren, and were confident of this, when they could {carce difcover 
any other grace, fhould now look {0 ftrangely upon them, and be 
filled wich fo much bitternefsagainft chem | That the fame men, 
who would have travelled through reproaches many miles, co 


ed, fhould now become their bittereft enemies, and the molt 
powerful hinderers of the fuccefs of their labors, and travel as 
fartocry themdown. It makes mealmoft ready co fav, O fweet, 
O happy days of perfecution | Which drove us together in-aclo- 
fure of Love ! who being now dryed at the fire of Liberty and 
Profperity, are crumbled allintp duft by ourcontentions. Bur it 
makes me ferioufly, both to fay, and tothink. O. fweet, O happy 


Hearc, one Church, one Imployment-for ever ! VVhen there {hall 
no more Circumcifion and Uncircamcifion, Jew and Gentile, 


Presbyterian, Epifcopal, but Chrift is All, and in All. We thall 
noc there fcruple ourCommunion, nor any of the Ordinances of 
Divine Worfhip: There will not beone for finging, and another 
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Icoold wifh they were of the Martyrs minde, who réjoyced that | 
fhe might have her foot in che fame hole of the Stocks,’ in which 
Milter Philpots had been béfore her: Buc however, I am fure 
they will joyfully live in the fame Heaven, and gladly participate 
mthe fame Reft. Thofe whom one honfe could: nothold, nor 
one Church hold them, no nor one Kingdom neither ; 
yet one Heaven, and one God may hold. One Honfe, one 
Kingdom, could not hold ?o/fepb and his Brethren, buc 
they muft cogether again, whetber they will or no; and then 

.| how is the cafe altered 2 Then every man muft ftrait withdraw, 
while they weepover and kifs each other. O how canft thou now 
finde in thy heart, if thou bear the heart or face of a Chriftian, 
to be bitter or injurious againft thy Brethren, when chou doft bat 
once chink of chat time and place, where thou hopeft in the near- 
elt and fweetelt familiarity , to live and rejoyce with them for 
ever? Iconfefs their infirmities are not to be loved, nor finto be 
tolerated becanfe its theirs: But be fure it be fin, which thou op- 
pofeftin them; and do it with a Spiric of meeknefs and compaf- 
fion , that che world may fee thy love to the Perfon, while thou 
oppofelt the Offence. Alas, that Turks and Pagans, can agree in 
wickednefs, better then Chriftians inthe Truth | That Bears and 
Lyons, Wolves and Tygers can agree together, but Chriftians can- 
not! That a Legion of Devils canaccord in one body, arid not 
the rencth part fo many Chriftians in one Church | Well; the faule 
may be mine, and it may be theirs ; or more likely both mine and 
theirs : But this rejoyceth me, That my old Friends who now look 
oe ac me, wil] joyfully triamph with me in our common 

eft. | , : 


Matth.5.9. 3 
Luke 8. 30, 


SECT. XV. — 
| 7s E fhalfchen reft from all ourdolorous houres, and 
VV : 


fad thoughts which we now undergo, by participa- | 7. From our 
ting with our Brethren in their Calamities. Alasif we had no- Pee paos 
ching upon our felves to croubleus, yet what heart could Jay a- Sg aed 
fide forrows; that lives in the found of the Churches fufterings? | Brethren. a 
If Zed had nothing upon his body to difquiet him, yet the meflage| 
of his Childrens overthrow, mult néeds grieve the moft patient 


fous. Except we are turned into fteel or ftone, and have loft both 
R Chriftian 
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Chriftian and humane affetion, there needs no more then the mife- 
ries of our Brethren, to fill our hearts with fucceffions of forrows, 
and make our lives a continued lamentation. The Church on Earth 
isa meer Hofpital, which way ever we go we hear complaining, 
and into what corner foever we caft our eyes, we behold objeGs 
of pity and grief : fome groaning under a dark underflanding, 
fome under a fenfelefs heart, fome languifhing under unfruirful 
weaknefs, and fome bleeding for mifcarrtages and wilfulnefs : and 
fome in fuch a Lethargy that they are paft complaining : fome 
crying out of their pining Poverty ; fome groaning under pains 
| and Infirmities; and fome bewailing a whole Catalogue of Cala- 
mities, efpecially in days of common Sufferings, whes nothi 
appears co our fight, but ruine: Families ruined ; Congregations 
ruined ; Sumptuows StruCtures ruined ; Cities ruined ; Country 
ruined ; Court ruined ; Kingdoms ruined; Who weeps nor 
when all thefe bleed ? Asnow our friends diftreffes are our diftref. 
fes, fo then our friends deliverance will be part of our own deli- 
verance. How much more joyous now to Joyn with them in 
their days of Thank(giving and gladnefs, then in the days of Hu- : 
miliation in fackcloth and afhes ? How much then more joyous 
willit be to joyn with them in their perpetual praifes and cri- 
umphs, then to hear them bewailing now their wretchednefs, their 
want of light, their want of life, of joy, of affurance, of prace, of 
Chrift, ofall chings ? How much more comfortable to feeshem 
perfected , then now to fee them wounded » weak, . fick, 
and afflicted >? To ftand by the bed ‘of their languifhing as filly 
comforters, being overwhelmed and filenced withthe preatne(s. 
of their griefs, confcious of our own difability to relieve them, 
fcarce having aword of comfort to sefrefh them: or if we have, 
alas, they be but words, which are a poor relief, when their fuf 
ferings are real: Faine we would eafe or help them, but cannot = 
allwecan do, isto forrow with them, which alas, doth rather 
increafe their forrows. Our day of Reft will free both them and 
| us from all this. Now we may enter manya poor Chriftians cot- 
tage, and there fee their Chitdren ragged, their purfe empty, thetr 
Cubbard empty, their belly empty, and poverty poffeffing and 
filling all : How much better is chat day, when we fliall fee them. 
filled with Chrift,cloathed withG lory,and equalized with the rich- 
eft and greateft Princes? O the fad and heart. Piercing fpectacles 
2 thar 
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thet mine eyes have feen in four yeers fpace 1 Inthis fight, adear 
friend fall down by me; from another, a precious Chriftian 
brought home wounded or dead; fcarcea moneth, fcarce a week 
without the fight or noife of blood. Surely, there is none of this 
in Heaven. Our eyes fhall then be filled no more, nor our hearts 
pierced with finch fights as at Merce fer, Edg- hil, Newbury, Nant- 
wich, Afontgomery,Florn Caftle, York. Nafeby, Langport,cc. We 
fhall chen have the conqueft without the calamity. Mine eyes fhall 
never more behold the Earth, covered with the carkafles of the 
-{flain. Our black Ribbands and mourning Attire will chen be 
turned into the white Robes and Garments of gladnefs. O,how 
hardly can my heart now hold, when J think of fuch, and fuch, and’ 
fuch 2 dear Chriftian Friend, flain or departed ? O, how glad 
tuft the fame heart needs be, when I fee them all alive and giori- 
fied ? But a far greater grief i isto our Spirits, to fee the fpiritual 
miferies of our Brethren: To fee fuch a one with whomwe toek 


thip, to be now fallen off to fenfualicy,tarned drunkard, worldling, 
or a perfecutor of the Saints, And thefe trying times have given 
us too large occafion for fach forrows: To fee our deareft and 


and that cither in or neer the Foundation ; and to be raging con- 
fident in the groffeft Errors? To fee many neer asin the flefh con- 
tinue their neglect of Chrift and their fou's, and nothing will 
waken them out of their fecurity? Tolook an ungodly Father or 
Mother, Brother of Sifter in the face ? To look on a carnal Wife, 
or Husband, or Childe, or Friend ? And to think, how certainly 
they fhallbein Hell forever, if they die in cheir prefent unrege- 
nerate eftate ? O what continual dolors do all chefe fad fights and 


a bleffed day when we hall reft from all chefe?what Chriftian now 
is not in Pas/s cafe, and cannot {peak in his Lanouage, 2 Cor.t1. 


sepon me daily, the care of all the Churches. Who ss weak, and lam 
not weak? who is offended, and I burn not ? Whathceart isnot 


Univerfities ! The flourifhing Churches there, that now are left 
defolate ! Look on Englands four yeers blood, a flourifhing Laid 


R 3 | . Towns, 


feet councel, and who zealoufly joyned with usin Gods wor- | : 


moft intimate friends, to be turned afide from the Truth of Chriff, | 


thoughts, fill our hearts with from day to day. And will it not be | 
28,29. Befides thofe things that are without, that which cometh | 
wounded to think on Germanies long defolations? O the Itarned | - 


almoft made ruined ; hear bat the common voyce in moft Cities, | 
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Towns, and Countreys through the Land ; and judg whether hese 
be no caufe of arow: pecially, look buc co the fad effects , 
and mens fpirics. grown-more out of order, when a moft wondes- 
ful Reformation, by fuch wonderful means me have been well 
expeGted : And is not this canfe of aftonifhing forrows? Look to 
| Scotland; look to Ireland; look almoft every where, and cell 
mewhat you fee. Blefled chat approaching day, when our eyes 
(hall behold no more fuch fights; nor our ears hear any morefich 
tidings. How many hundred Pamphlets are Printed, full of al- 
moft nothing, but the common calamities? So chat itsbecomea}. 
gainful trade to divulge the news of onr Brethrens fufferings. 
And the fears for the future that poffeffed our hearts, were worfe 
then all chac we faw or fuffered. O, the tidings that. run from 
Edghil fight, of York fight, gc. How many a face did they make 
pale ? and how many a heart did they aftonifhenay have nog ma 
died with the fears of that, which if they had lived, they had nei- 
ther fuffered nor feen ? Its faid of Afelanéthen, That the miferies} 
of the Church made him almoft negle& the death of his molt be. 
loved Children; to think of the Goffel departing, the Glory: 
taken from J/rae/, our Sun fetting at Noon dayy.poor fouls Jefe 
willingly dark and defticuce, and with great pains and hazard 
| blowing out the Light that fhould guide them fo falvation:: What | 
- | fad choughts muft thefe be ? To think of Chrift removing his | 
Family ; taking away both werthip and wotthippers, and to 
Jeave the Land to the rage of ‘the mercilefS. Thefe were fad} 
Pfal.137, | thoughts. Whocould then have taken the Harpinhand, or fung 
Ifai, 60. 11, || the pleafant Songs of Zion ? But bleffed be the Lord who hath frn- 
sa, 13,14. | ftrated our fears ; and who will haften chat reyoycing day, when 
Sion thall be exalted above the Mountains ; and her Gates thall 
be open day and night, and the glory of the Gentiles be brought 
into it; and the Nation and Kingdom that will not -ferve her, 
(hall perith : When the fons of them that affli@ed her, (hall come 
bending untoher; and all they that defpifed her, Bai bow thens. 
[elves aown at the foles of her feet ;-and they thall call her, The 
City of the Lord, the Sion of the holy One of Mrael. -When her 
people alfo (hall be.all Righteous, even the Work of Gods hands, 
the Branch of his planting, who hall inheric the Land for ever, 
that he may be glorified. When that voice (hall found forth, Re- 
joyce With Jerulalem, and be glad With her, all ye that love her: Re- 
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leyce for joy with her, all ye that meura for her: That je may fuck; 
pe [atuped with the brefts of her confolasion ; that ye ay milk 
ont, and be delighted With the-abundance of her glory. Thus (hall 
we ‘Reft from. our participation of .our Brethrens -fuffer- 
ings, nay | ee eg 


SECT. XVI. | «$16, 


8. AY, B thall Reft alfo-fromall our own perfonal futferings, 8 From all 
V VY whether naturaland ordinary, or extraordinary from fonal fut a 
che afflifting hand of God. And though this may, feem a fmall/ ings ., 


thing, to-thofe rhat live in continual eafe, .and abound in all kinde 
of profperity ; yet methinks, to the daily afflicted foul, it fhould 
make the.fore.choughts of Heaven deliginful: And I think we 
fhall meet with few of: the Saints, but will fay, Thatshis is their 
own cafe. O, the dying hfe that we now live ?. As full of {uffer- 
ings, as of days and hours! We are the Carkaffes that all Cala- 
mities prey upon: As various as they are, each one will have a 
{natch atus; and be fure to devour a morfel of our comforts : 
When we bait our Bulls and Bears, we do but reprefenr our own 
condition ; whofe lives are confumed under fuch affaults,. and 
fpent in fucceffion of freth encountegs. All Creatures have an 
enmity againit us, ever fince we made theLord of all our enemy. 
And chough we are reconciled by the blood of the Covenant, and 
the price is paid for our full deliverance; yet our Redeemer fees 
ic. fr, to feave this meafure of mifery upon us, to make us know for 
what we are beholden, and to minde us of what we would elfe 
forget; to be ferviceable tohis wife and gracious defignes, and 
advantagious to our full and final Recovery. He hath fencus as 
{Lambs among Wolves ; and fure there is little Reft to be expect- 
ed: Asal] our Senfes are the inlets of fin; fo are they become the 
iniets of our forrow. Grief creeps in at our eyes, at our ears, and 
 aJmoft every where : Ic feifech upon our head, . our hearts,, our 
Ac th, our Spirits, and what part doth efcape it ? Fears:do devour 
us, and darken ous Delights, asthe Frofts do nip the tender Buds : | 
| Cares do confome us, and feed upon our Spirits, as the fcorching 
Sun doch wither the delicate Flowers. Or, if any Saint or Stoick. 


| have fortified his inwards againik thefe, yet is he naked {till with- 
Out 5 
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be fure to feel his (hare : he thall produce them as the meritorious, 
if not as the efficient caufe. What tender pieces are thefe d 
bodies? what brittle Glaffes do we bear about us? and how 
many thoufand dangers are they hurried through ? and how hard- 
ly cured, if once cracke? O the multitudes of flender Veins, of 
tender Membranes, Nerves, Fibres, Mufcles, Arteries, and all {ib- 
' Heetto Obftrudtions, Exefions, Tenfions, Contra@ions, Refoluti- 
_] Ons, Ruptures, or one thing or other’co caufe cheir Grief ! Eve 
[one a fic fubje&t for pain, and fit to communicate. chat pain co the 
{whole, What noble part is there chat faffereth its pain or ruine 
alone ? whatever it is to che found and healzhful, methinks to-fuch 
as my felf, this Reft fhould be acceptable, who inten or twelve 
yeers time have fcarce had a whole day free from fomedolor. O 
the weary nights and days ! O the unferviceable languifhing wesk- 
nefs! Othe reftlefs working vapors ! Othe redions naufeeus me- 
dicines! befides the daily expectations ‘of worfe ! and willie not 
be defireable ro Reft from all chefe ? There will then be no crying 
out,O my Head, O my Stomack,or O my Sides,or O my Bowels : 
No, no, finand fieth, and duft and pain, will be all left behinde 
together. O-what would we not give now for a litele eafe, much 
more fora perfe& cure ? how then fhould we value that perfed 
freedom ? Jf we have fome mized comforts here, they are {carce 
enough to fweeten our croffes ; or if we have fome (hore and 
{miling intermiffions, it is {carce time enough to breathe us in, 
and to prepare our tacklings for the next ftorm. If one wave 
pafs by, another facceeds: And if the hight be'over, -and the day 
come, yet will it foon be night again. Some mens Beavers are 
continual, and fome intermittent ; fome have Tertians, and fome 
Quartans ; but more orlefs, all have their fits; O the bleffed 
tranquillity of thac Region,where there is nothing but fivect con- 
tinued Peace! No fucceffion of Joy chere, becaufe no intermiffi- 
on. Our lives will be but one Joy, as our time will be changed 
into one Eternity. ©, healthful place, where none are fick ? oO, 
fortunate Land, where all are Kings !.O, place moft holy, where 
all are Priefts # How fiee a State, where none are fervants, fave co 
thcir fupream Monarch? For it thall come to p2fs, chat in chat day 
the Lord hall givens Reft, from our forrow, and our fear, and 
trom the hard bondage wherein we ferved, 2/ai.14: 3. The poor 
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more be tired with his inceffant labors: No more , 
wef Plossls or Fiail, or Sythe, or Sicle: No ftooping of the 


Servane tothe Mafter, orthe Tenant co the Landlord: No hun- 
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at vac door, and chine own deliverance neerer then many Others. | 2105: velune 
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9. From all 
the labor and 
trouble of 
Duties. 


| The Work of 
hike Miniftry, 


od 


| that they think chey are in che third Heavens, 


| fet forth Chrift a 
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SECT. XVI <2, 

QTY ZE thall Reft alfo from-all the trouble and pain of Duty, 
‘ VV te Confcientions Magiftrate now ctyes ob O che bar- 
den that liech upon me! The confcientious parents that know che 
precioufnefs of their childrens fouls,and the conftant pains required 
co their godly education ery out,O, the burden! The con{cientious 
Minifter above all, when he reads his charge. 2 7 ims,4. t.and views 
his patterne, Aark:3.30.21.6c. AGf.20,18,3 1. When he hath tryed 
awhile what icisco ftudy, and pray, and preach, according to 
the weight and Excellency of the work ; to go from houfe to 
houfe, and from neighbor to neighbor, and to befeech them night 
and day with tears ; and after all to be hated and perfecuted for fo 
doing ; no wonder if he cry our, O, the burden | and -be ready to 
to run away with fons, and with feremy to fay, I will not make 
mention of him, nor fpeak any more inhis Name: Forhis word 
is a reproach to us, anda derifion daily ; But ebat he hath made 
his word as a fire fhut up in our bones and heart, that we are wea- 
ry of forbearing and cannot ftay. fer. 20. 8, 9. How long may we 
udy and labor before one foul is brought clear over to Chrift ? 
And when it is done, how foon do the {nares of fenfualicy or error 
entangle them? How: many receive the dodtrine.of delufion, be- 
fore they have cime to be built up in the Truth? And when-Here- 
fies muft of neceffity arife, how few of them do appear approved? 
The firft new, ftrange apparation of light. doth fo amaze them, 
when they are but 

newly pafled from the fuburbs of Hell; and are prefently ascon- 
fident, as if they knew all things, when they have not yet half light 
enough to acquaint chem with theit ignorance; Buc after 10 of 
20 years ftudy they become ufually of the fame judgment with 
thofe they defpifed. And feldom doth a Minifter live to fee the 
ripenefs of his people ; but one foweth and planteth, another 
watereth and a chird.reapeth and receiveth the increafe.Yet were 
all this Duty delighrful, had we but a due Proportion of ftrength , 
But to informe the old ignorant finner, to convince the ftabborne 
and worldly wife,to perfwade a wilful refolved wretch, co prick a 
ftony heare ta che quick, to make arock to weep and tremble, to 


ccording to our neceffity and his Excellency, 
co 
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tocomfort the foul whom God deje‘teth, toclear up dark and 
difficule Truths, tooppofe withconvincing Arguments all gain- 
fayers, to credit the Gofpel with exemplary Converfations, when 
maolricudes do buc watch for our halting : O, who is fufficient for 
the(e things 2 Sothat every Relation, State, Age, hath variety of 
Dury: Every confcientious Chriftian eryes out, O the burden? | 
er, O my weaknefs that makes it fo burdenfom / But our remain- | 
ing Reft will eafe us of the burden. Then will that be found 
DoGrige, which now isfalfe; that the Law hath no more todo 
‘withns ; that it becomes not a Chriftian co beg for pardon, {ee- 
ing all his fins ace perfe@tly pardoned already ; chat we need not 


aft, nor mourn, nor weep, nor repent; and that a forrowful 
nr gaa befeems not a Chriftian ; Then will all thefe become 
cu 3 | | 


§ 18, 


10. From all] 
thofc trouble. 
fome AfleQL 
ons Which ne- 
ceff.-ily ac. 
compagy our 

abfence from 

God. 


_ _ SECT. XVIII | . 
10. A Nd Jaftly, we thall Reft from all thofe fad affe@ions, 
( “Awhich neceffarily accompany our abfence from God. The 
trouble thatis mixt in our defires and hopes, our longings. and 
waitings, (hall chenceafe. We thallno more look into our Cabi- 
net, and mils our Treafare; look into our hearts,.and mifs our 
Chrift ; nor no more feek him from Ordinance to Ordinance, and 
enquire for our God of thofe we meet; our heart will noc hie in 
our knee,nor our fouls be breathed ont in our requelts;but all con- | 
chded ia molt full and bleffed Fruition : But becaufe this with 
the former, ate touched before, I will fay no more of them now. 
So you have feen what we fhall Reft from. - 


.  S$BCT. XIX. 7 BY, 
at ree 6 The ninth and laft Jewel in our Crown, and bleffed 
LON Actribute of this Reft, is, That it isan Ereraal Ref. Thisis 
the Crown of our Crown; without which all were comparative. 
ly, licele ornething. The very thought of once leaving it, would 
elfeimbitter all our joys; and the more would it ponies be- 
caufe of the fingular excellencies, whe we muft forfake. It sie 
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an Everlatting 
Reft. 


~ 


en QL ee 


neralid; non 
C merces ipfa 
laboris; wmefeit 
Vici ffitudinems 
nefert fixem 3 
mApet tota fi- 
mul, Cr manet 
in eternam : 
Suficit nunc 
curque ditt ma. 
litia fun, nec 
laborem fuum 
poterst veferva. 
re fequenti : 
Sed omnium 
merces laborum 
inuna itla die 
reddetur, cus 
| altera non-fuce 
cedit: Gutta 
| tum pens bibi- 
tiv : liquande 
fumitur : per 


vemuneratione 
torrens eR ve- 
luptathe, 
fluminis impe- 
tHS > borrens 
inundans levi.” 
tie, flumen 


comprebendampe, 


glovie, & flumen patis. Flumen 
Volatuy, won quod traufeat vel pertranfeat, fed qued abundet. Nobis nov 
vero & liquidiPimum melvepofnit , : 
jucunditatem, cp exultationens thefaurixacit nobis Densnofer : bec omnia unum + Mt 

tio Hierufalem iz idipfum 5 & boc 
omnibus, Hac mevces ; bec corona 


~The Saints everlapting Ref. 


be a Hell in Heaven to think of once loofing Heaven: Asit would 
be akinde of Heaven tothe damned, had they but hopes of once 
efcaping ? * ‘Mortality is the difgrace of all fublunary delights. 
Jt makes our prefent life of little value, ( were it not for the ree 
ference it hath to God, and Eternit ) to think that we muft fhort- 
ly lay it down. How can we take delight in any thing, when we 
remember how fhort that delight would be? That the {weetnefs 
of our Cups and Morfels is dead as foon as they are once but paft 
our tafte ? Indeed if man’ were as the beat, that knows not his 
fuffering or death, till he feel it, and litcle thinks when the knife is 
whetting, that it is making ready to cut his throat ; then might we 
be merry till death forbids us, and enjoy our delights till ae) fhall 
forfake us : Butalas, we know both good and evil ; and evil fore- 
known, isin part endured: And chus our knowledg encreafeth our 
forrows. Eccle/t. 18. How can it chufe, but {poil our pleafare, 
while we fee it dying in ourhands? how can 1 beas merry as the 
Jovial World, had I not mine cyefixed upon eternity? when me- 
thinks I forefee my dying hour, my friends waiting for my laft 
‘gafp, and clofing mine eyes, while rears forbid to clole their own : 
Methinks I hear them fay, Heisdead. Methinks E{ee my Coffin 
made, my Grave in-digging, and my Friends there leaving me in 
the,duft: And where now is that we took delightin? O, but] 
methinks 1 fee at the fame view, that Grave Opening, and-my dead. 
revived Body rifing : Methinks I hear that bleffed voyce, Arife and 
live, and die no more. Surely, were it not for eternity, I thould 
think man afilly piece; and al his life and honor, but contempti- 
ble. I thould cali him with David, A vain foadow ; and withthe 
Prophet, VV othing, and les then nothing, and altogether lighter then 
vanity st felf. It utterly difgraceth the greatelt glory in mine 
eyes, if youcan but truly call it Afortal, Ican value nothing that 
fhall have an end ; except as it leads tochat which hath no end ; 
Or asit comes from that love, which neither hath beginning nor 
end. (I {peak this of my deliberate thoughts.) And if fome 
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a ne aaa ean 
isnorant or forgetful foul, have no fuch fad thoughtsto difturb his 
oleafire : Iconfefs, he may be merrier for the prefene: Bat where 
is his micth when he lieth dying 2? Alas, its apoor happinefS that 
| confifts onely in che Ignorance or Forgetfninefs of approachin 
mifery. But, O bleffed eternity { where our lives are perplexed 
with no fuch thoughts, nor our joys interrupted with any fuch | — 
fears ! where we fhall be pillars in Gods Temple, and go out no 
more. O, what dol fay when I talk of Eternity ? Can my thal- | Revel.3, 13, 
Jow choughrs at all conceive, what that molt highexpreffiondoth| 
contain ? To be eternally bleffed, and foblefled ! Why farely, 
thisif any thing is the refemblance of God: Eternity is apiece 
of Infinitenefs, Then, O death where u thy fling? O grave Where 
2s thy uxtory? Days, and Nights, and Yeers, Time, and End, and 
Death, are words which there have no fignifacation ; nor are ufed, 
except perhaps to extol eternity, as the mention of Hell, to extol 
Heaven. No more ufe of our Calendars or Chronology: All the 
cers of our Lord, and the yeers of our lives, are loft and fwal- 
lowed up in this Ecernity. While we were fervants, we held by 
leafe, and chat, but forthe cerm of atranficory life; but the Son 
abideth in the Houfe forever. Our firft and earthly Paradifein | Gal 6,8, 
Eden, hada way out, but aone that ever we could finde, in again: | 
But this eternal paradife hath a way in, (a milky way tous, but 
abloody way to Chrift) but no way out. again: For they that} 
would pafs frem hence to you (faith Abrahams) cannot. Aftrange | Luke 16. 26. 
phrafe, would any pafs from fuch a place, if theyemight ?. Could | 
they endure tobe abfent from God again one hour? No; but 
upon fuppofal that they would, yet they could not. O, then my 
foul, let gothy dreams of prefent pleafures :| And loofe thy hold 
of Earth and Flefh. ‘ Fear nos-to enter that eftate, -where thou 
‘* fhale ever after ceafe thy Fears. Sic down, and fadly once a day, 
“ berhink thy felf of this Ecernity : Among all thine Arithmetical 
“ numbers, [tudy the value of this infinice Cypher 5 which though 
‘* it ftand for nothing in the vulgar account, doth yet contain all: 
“© our Millions, as much lefsthen afimple Unit: Lay by thy per-. 
“plexed and contradi@iing Chronological Tables, and fix thine’ 
“ eye onthis Eternity ; andthe Lines which remore chow couldtt; 
“ not follow, thou fhalt fee altogether here concentred : Study,| 
** Jefs thofe tedious Volumns of Hiftory ; whichcontain biirthe| - 
“‘filent Narration of Dreams , and are but the — the 7 
$2 ations! 
ane eae 
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“ven, fhould you be ‘difpoftette 


artle hitn outc_ of his deddeft feep 1° O 
that the 'grations foul would believingly” fludy this word [ Ever- 
‘Lafting !T Methinks it fhould revive him in his deépeft Agony | 
And moft I, Lord, this ‘live for’ ever? Thea willT alfo love for 
ever. Muft my Joyes be immortal ? And thall not’ my thanks be 


| alfo imntoteaf ? Surely,” if Ithall never lofe my glory, I willalfo 
| never. ceafe thy ptaifes. Shouldi¥ thou bu renew my Leafe of thele 


fir Fruits ‘Would.f ot renew, thy Fine and Rene? Bur iF thou 


ari aa te | my 
iy glory was'thine ultimate end in my 


.[ glory, fo. fhall it ai ‘be mine end, when thouhaft crowned me 


‘with that Glory whith hath'nio end. And to thée, O Kifg Etet- 
‘nal, Immortal, Invifiblé, the onely wife God, thall be the Honos ! 
and Glory, for ever and ever, Amin. IZim.1.17, 7 


* . 


band ans 


SBC x’, | 
Ax thus 1 have endevored to thew you a glimpfe of the ap- 
4 Aproaching Glory: But O how thore are my expreffioris of 
itsexcellency ? Reatley, if thou be an humble, fincere believer,- and 
waiteft with longing and laboring for this Reft, cheu wile fhorely 


fee and feel the truth of all this ; chen wilt thou have fo high an 


apprehenfion of this blefled ftate, that will make thee pity the 
ignorance,and diftance of Mortals ; and will tell thee then, ali that 
is here faid, is {poken but in the dark, and falls thort of the truth 2 

—. | thoufand 
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thoufand fold. Inthe meantime, let this much kindle thy defires 
and quicken thine endevars, Up and be doing, run,and f{trive,and 
fight, hold on, for thou haft dcertain glorious prize before |. 
thee. God will not mock thee; do not mock thy big nor be- 
ray «: foul by delaying regen, oan all is thine own. What 
Kindé of men, doeft thou think Chriftians would be in their lives 
and duties, if they had full chis Glory frefh in their thoughts ? 
‘What frage would their fpirics be in, if their choughts of Heaven 
were lively, artd believing 2? Would their hearts bé fo heavy 2 
And their countenance fo fad ?. Or would they have need to take 
up their comforts frem below 2? Would they be fo loath,to fuffer ? 
And afraid to die 2 Or-would ib think every day a yeer till 
they did enjoy id? The Lord heal our carnaf hearts, left we enter 
not into his R E S T, becaufe of our unbelief. | 
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The People of God deferibed. 
si |- SECT. L 


MC AeKesa Aving thus performed a firft task of Defcribing and 
Gm : explicating the Saints Reft, ic remains, that now 1] - 


y, 
= roceed unto the fecond, and thew you what thefe 
: People of God | are, and why focalled; for whom 
. this Blefled Reft remaineth. And I fhall fuir my 
fpeech unto anit quality of the fubje&. While I was in the Mount, 
I felt ic was good being there, and therefore tarried there the 
longer ; and were there not an extream difproportion between 
my conceivings, and that Subject, yer much longer had I been. 
And could my capacity have contained, what.was there to be {een, 
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I could have been contented to have bvtta“: . 1 apernacle chere : 
Can aprofpe& of thathappyJ2>°" tedious? ora difcourfe of 
etemity be too long ?_excepr it fhould detain us from actual pof- 
feffion, and our abfetice move us to impatiency. But now I am de- 
fcended from Heaven to Earth, from God to man; and muft dif 
courfe of 2 Worm not fix foot long, whofe life is but a fpan, and 
is, cers a pott that hafteth by ; my difcourfe alfo fhall be bura | 


fpan, and in a brief touch I will poft it over. Having read of fuch |. 
ahigh and unfpeakable Gfory, a ftranger would wonder for whac | 


rare Creature this Mighty Preparation fhould be, and expe fome 
illuftrious Sun fhould now break forth ;.but behold onely a hell 
full of Duft, animated with an invifible rational foul, and chat 
reQified with as. unfeen a reftored power of Grace; and this is the 
Creature that muft poffefs fuch Glory, You would think, ic muft 
needs be fome deferving piece, or one that bringetha valuable 


price: Bue behold, Onc that hath nothing, and can deferve no- | 


thing, and confeffeth this; yet cannot of himfelf confefs it nei- 
ther, yea, that deferveth the contrary mifery, and would if he 
might, proceed in that deferving ; but being apprehended by 
Love, he is brought to him that is All, and hath done, and deferved 
All, and fuffered for all thac we deferved ; and moft affeGtionace- 
ly receiving him, and refting on him, he doth, in, and chrough him, 
receive Allthis. But fetus fee more particularly yet, what thefe 
People of God are. | 

_ [They are a {mall part of toft mankinde, whom God hath from 
Eternity predeftinated to this Reft, for the Glory of his Mercy ; 
and given to his Son, to be by him in a fpecial maner Redeemed, 
and fully recovered from their. loft eftate, and advanced to this 
higher Glory ; all which, Chrift doch in due time accomplith ac- 
cordingly by himfelf for them, and by his Spirit upon them. } To 
open all the parts of this half-defcription to the fulf, will cake up 
more time and room then is allowed me ; therefore briefly. 
thus. : f, oe fe ae 
1. I meddle onely with [Afamkinde] not with Angels; nor | 
will I eurioufly enquire , whether there were any otHer World of 
men created and deftroyed before this had Being; “nor whether | 


there fhall be any other, when this is ended. All chis is quice above | . 
us, and fo nothing tous. Nor fay I [the fons of Adam] onely, | 
4 becaufe Adem himlelf is one of them. Pe ee 
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>. Andas its no'metc-,.<cellent a creature then Man that muft 
have this poffeffion ; fois if t=. ,,~an who once was loft, and had 
{carcely left himfelf fo much as mari. The heirs of this Kingdom 
were taken, even fromthe Tree of executios,, and refcued by the 
ftrong hand of love from the power of the Prigce of Darkne§, 
who having taken them in his fnares, did lead theh~ -aptive at his 
will’: They were once within a {tep of Hell, who muf-enow 
advanced as high as Heaven. And though I mention their foft 
condition before their predeftination, yet I hereby intend not 
to fignifie any precedency it hath, either in ic felf, or in the divine 
confideration. Though I cannot fee yet, how Dr. Twiffes Argu- 
1 ments againft the corrupted mats being the object of predeftinari- 

on, can be well Anfwered upon the common eciowledged 

grounds ; Yet thac Queftion I dare not touch, as being very fuf- | 
'| picious thatits high Arrogancy inusto difpute of precedency in 
the Divine Confideration; and that we no. more know what we 
talk of, then this paper knows ‘what J write of: WVhen wecon- 
fefs, that all thefe AGs in God are truly one, and that chere’is no 
difference of time with him ; Its folly to difpute of priority or 
-pofteriority in nature. 7 oe 
| 3. Thatthey are but a {mall part of this loft Generation, is too 
apparent in Scripture and experience. Its the little flock to whom 
its the fathers géod pleafure to give the Kingdom. If the fandi- 
fied are few, the faved muft edi be few. Fewer they are then 
the world imagines ; yet not fo few as fome drooping Spirits 
deem, who are doubtful that God'wiil caft off chem, who would 
noc ceje& Him for allthe world; and are fufpicious that God is 
j unwilling to be their God, when yet they know themfelves will- 
‘| ing co be his people. a ere 

4. Itisthe defign of Gods eternal decree to glorifie his'Me 
and Grace to che higheft in this their falvacion;and therfore nee 
muftit be a great falvation. Every ftep of mercy-to it was great, 
how much more this end of all chofe mercies ; which ftands next 
to Gods ultimate end, his Glory ? God cannot make any low or 
meane worke to be the great bufinefs of an eternal purpofe. 

5- God hath given all chings co his Son,bue not as he hath given 
his chofento him ; The difference is clearly expreffed by the 
Apoftle. He hath made him Head over all things, to his Church, 
Ephef. 1.21. 2%, And though Chriftis in fome fenfe, A wea 

7 7 | or 
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for All, yet not in chat fpecial maner, as for his people. He hath 
brought others under the Conditional Gofpel-Covenant; but 
them under the Abfoluce. He hath according to the cenor of his 
Covenant, procured Salvation for All, If they will believe; but he 
hath procured for his Chofen even this * Condition of believing. 

6. Noristhe Redeeming of them by death his whole task ; 
but alfo the effeQing of their full Recovery: He may fend his 
Spirit to perfwade others, but he intends abfolutely his prevailing 
only with his Chofen. And as truly as he hath accomplifhed his 
part onthe crofs for them, fo truly willhe accomplith his-part ia 
$ieaven for them, and his pact by his Spirit alfo upon them.* And 
of all that the Father hath thus given him, he will lofe nothing. 


: That ag 
is proper 

ca ed che. 
Con dition of 
the Covonant, 
and Juftifieth 
asa Conditi- 
on, Befides 
wha I have 
faid in my 


_| Aphorifins of Juftification, I refer you to Mr. wetten de Reconsil. part.t.1. a0. 19, where yeu 


-f have the atceftation of our chief Divines, ohn 6.39. 


SECT. IB | 
BY this ie but a piece of their defcription, containing Gods 
work forthem, and onthem ; Lets fee what they are alfo in 
regard of the working of their own Souls cowards God, and their 
Redeemer again.{ Thefe people of God then, are that ” part of the 
* externally called,’ who fone by che * Spirit of Chrift’ throughty, 
though ‘imperfe@ly regenerate, are hereupon 7 convinced and 
* fenfable of chat ° evil in fa, '® chac mifery in chemfelves, that * va- 
nity inthe creature, and that ° neceffity, " fufficiency and “ex: 
collency of Jefus Chrift, chat they’ abhor that evil, “ bewail chat 
mifery, and ’turn their hearts from that vanity, and.moft’’ af- 
fectionately * accepting of Chrift for their *° Saviour and “ Lord, 
to bring them unto” God the chief Good, and ‘prefent them 
3 perfectly jut before him, do accordingly enter into a * Cordi- 
al Covenane with him,. and fo * deliver up chemfelves unto him, 
and herein £ perfevere to their lives End. |] a ath 
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Scripture hath yet fhewed us no other way to the: Internal‘call, 
but by the external. For how fhall they believe on him of whom 
they have net heard?and how fhall they hear. without a preacher ? 
All divulging of the fuufiznce of the Go'oel, whether by Solemn 
Sermons, by writing, printing, rc: rg, couterence, or any other 


viction ; are this preaching: thongh not ail alike clear and excel- 
fent. The knowledge of Cirrift is none of * Natures principles: The 
book of the Creatures isno meanes alone, much le({s a fufficient. 
means to teach the knowledge of Chrift. It may difcover mercy, 
but gives not the leaft hint of the way of that mercy: It fpeak 

nothing of God incarnate ; of cwo natures in one-perfon ; of Je/us 
the Son of Mary ; of Chrifts Suretifhip, and fuffering for us, rifing, 
afcending, mediating Shel: ; of rwo Covenants and their feve- 
ral conditions,.and the reward of keeping them, and penalty of 
breaking them,cxc. Itsutterly filent in thefe things. And to affirm 
that the Spirit calls orteacheth men where the word is not, and 
where the Creature or nature fpeaks not,is,I think,a groundlefs fi- 
tion, There is the ight of the eye,and the light ofthe Sun,or fome | 
other fubftitute external light neceflary to our feeing any ob- 
jet : The Scripture and certain revelations from Heaven (when 
and where fuch are) is the fun or external light: the underftanding 
isour eye or internal light: This eye is become blinde, and this: 
incernal light in che beft is imperfect; but the external light of 
Scripture is now perfected : Therefore the work of the Spirit 
now, is, not to perfect Scripture, or to add any thing to its difco- 

very; orto bein flead of a Scriprure where it is wanting, much 
lefs where the Scripture is: But co remove the darknefs from our | 
underflanding, that we «may fee clearly what the Scriptuge {peaks 

clearly: Before the Scripture was perfeéted, the Spirit did en- 

lighten the Prophets and penmen of Scripture both wayes : But 

now ] know no teaching of the Spirit, fave only by its. iJumina- 

ting or fandtifying work ; teaching men-no new Ieflon,nor the old 


Quomods caufa ila fupernaturalts intelleckam Itberct a mative quibus occapatur tencbris, mens 
he%ana non comprebendit. Eff:lum fumme Det benefici perfentifC-mus ; + atienem operations non 
tentmis. Amyrald. defenf, Do&r. Calvin paz. 200. Some confidencly do with Gratixs appeal 
co Antiquity: in the points of univerfal fufficient Grace, and Free-wiil and natuns integricy : 
Conterning which fee. Chamicry .: Bosermans Annetitions on Grol -Pict. and Ufhers + clef. 
Brittan. Peimord . What the ancien: Church thoughtand did againft Pe agins, So Joban, > Latlus 


de Pelag. Comment. Nichol, Budecher. in Sect, R:miouflr. Pid lias, &e, 
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withoucbook ; but to read with underftanding, what Scripture, : 
Nacure; Creatures and providences teach. The affecting of any 
more is properto the Enthufiafts, if the {pirits teachings did with- 
ont Scripture or tradition reveal Chrift,furely fome of thofe milli- 
ons of poor blinde Pagans would have before this believed, and 
the Chriftian faich have been propagated among them: Or ifthe 

| Spirit did teach them any ftep toward Chrift, upon the receiving 
whereof, he would teach them more, and fo more and more till | 
they refift this teaching (which is the evading doGtrine of fome) 
chen -fure fome of thofe Kingdoms of Infidels would have harken- 
ed co the fpiricsteaching, and being caught would have caught 
others ; sige if there be a (ufficiency in that grace for the ob- | 
taining ofits end, Therefore how to apprehend a verity in their 
doGrine of univerfal fufficienc grace to Believe, I know not: Yee 
will I not affirm that che faith that is abfolutely neceffary among 
poor Indians, is of the fame extent in all its aéts and dimenfions, 
with that required among us ; no more then that required of the 
world before Chrifts coming, was. Upon what tearmes then 
God will deal with thofe dark parcs of the world, I cannvue yet 
reach cokmnow. The {cripcure fpceaks of no other way to life but 
Chrift, and of no way co Chrift buc faich ; But we are not their. 
Judges, they ftand or fall cocheir own matter : Buc fure that great 
difference betwixt chem and us, muft arife from Gods own plea- aa 
fure : For they have not abufed Chrift and Gofpel, which ‘they Ob; F : 
never heard of : nor can it be, that they (hould be jadged by that pone io 

’ | Gefpel, which neither before nor fince the fall wastaughe them: | Angered. ” 
Chrift himfelf faith plainly, thac ithe had notcome tothemand; = .° © 
{poke the words that no man elfe could fpeak, and done the 
works that no man elfe conld do, they had not had fin ¢ He faith 
not, (as fome would pervert the fenfe ) your fin had not been fo 
great ; But none atall; not {peaking of their other. fins, but 
their unbelief which he had now in hand ; teaching usclearly, 
That where there is not competent meanes to cunvinee men of | 
the truth of the Gofpel, there not believing isno fin: Fortt was} | 
co them never forbidden,nor the contrary duty ever required.And| 
the Apoitie eelisus thofe thachave finned without law. fhall be! _ 
judged without Law, That place therefore Rom. 2.1Ge fecmeth fe | 
Lnfed, while they would make the fenfe to be, thatGed will sudg |. - 


the fecrets of allmen according to the Gofpel, asthe {.ncencing 
a Law 
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Law, when the Apoftle feems tointend but thus much, Accordixg 
to my Go/pel, that is, asIhaveia my preaching the Ge/pel taught 
you; refpedting the verity of what he fpeak. Yet I think that they 
willbe Jud ede according to Gofpel-indulgence,as they have Uten | 
| partakers of fome mercies from Ohrift in this life. - : 


2. That thefe people-of God are but La Pert} of thofe that 
are thus externally called, is too evident in Scripture and experi- | - 
ence. Many are called but few chofen : But the internally effeétu- 
ally called are all chofen : For, whom he ealled chem he juftified, 
and whom he jultified theme glorified. The bare invitatién of 
the Gofpel, and mens hearing the Word, is fo far from giving title 
to, or being an evidence of Chriftianiey and its. priviledges, that 
where it prevailes not toa through-Converfion, it finks deeper, 
and ca{ts under a double damnation. — re 


{ 


3. The firft differencing work ¥ affirm to be [Regeneration 
| by the Spiric of Chrift 51 taking itfor granced that this Regenera- | 
tion is the fame with-effeCtual Vocation, with Convertion, with. 
SanQtification, (underftanding Converfion and San@tification, of. 
the firft infulion of the principle of Spiritual life into the fon!,and | 
| not forthe addition of degrees, orthefanctifying of theconyer-. 
fation, in which laft fence its moft frequently taken in Scripture. ): 
Its a wonder to me that foch a multitude of: Learned -Divines |. 
fhould fo long proceed in that patpable miftake as to divide’ 
and mangle fo groundlefly, the Spirits werk upon-the foul; to] . 
affirm that 1. precedes the work of vocation, 2. this vocation in- 
fufeth faith, (only, fay fome, buc faith and repentance, fay others) 
3. then mult this-faith by us be ated. .4. by which ¢& we appre- 
hend Chrifts perfons™ind by that-apprehenfion we are united to 
shim ; 5, from which union proceeds the benefits. 1. Of Juftifica- 
tion. 3. OF Sanétification. , 6. this San@tification infufeth all! 


fion, aad 
firft SanQifi- 
cation, are all 


Dowaars ap- 


— { ptndixtothe | other gracious Habits, and hath two degrees. 3. Regeneration, 
Covenant of | 2, Renafcentiam, or the new birth. What a multifarious divifion 
arate n | ishere of that one fingle intire work, which is called in Scripture, 

| of Mr,Pemble, | the giving of the Spiric; of holinefs; of the {eed of God in us? 
where this di- | Which feed or fife doth no more enter by piecemeal into the fool, 
ue is affer- { then che foul into the body: And though to falve the Abfurdity,chey 
tcd. 


j cellos the difference is in ature and not in time ; yer that is impof- 
| fible , 
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favetime for afl his a@ions ; befides the divifion in order of na- , See Ame. 
| mee cap. 


habits at all? If the fpirit excites thof holy aéts of faith and repen- in vee 
tance inan-waholy Soul, without any change of its difpofition, at | See Pemsbic ; 
the firft, why not ever after as well as then ? and fo the foul be! vind. Grar, 
difpofed ene way, and at another : and fo the Libertines doétrine | P28* "> ? 23 
be cruc, That it is not we that believe and repent, but che Spiric.| +2. ee 
Or if thefe ewe fetitary habits be infufedin vocation, why not the Sand ification 
reft? And why again in fan@tfication ? Doubrlefs chat internal | is before 
effectual { Cal] of che {pirit; metaphorically fo called, ‘is pro- | Juftifcacion - 
perly a real operation s and that wofk hath the underftanding and myer y 
will for its objec; both being the Sabje of faich in which the batons 
Habit is planted, and faith now generally acknowledged tobe an | Defeription. | 
beds,» And ferely an unholy anderftandihg and will cannot | See Mr. Rich. 
believe ; nor is faith an a@ of adead, but of aliving foul z Efpe- | Maer in his 


cially confidering that a true fpiritual knowledge, .is requifite, Difcousle of 
either asa precedent a@, or effential part oftrie faith, «| sieing i 


All which doth affo warrant, my potting ofthis, Renewing | fame erder. 
work of che fpirit inthe firft place; and placing Sanctification And Pet, Mare 


( in the fenfe before explained )before juftifcation. The Apoltle | 2”. sya 
placeth clearly vocation before jultification, Rom. 8, 30. Which | is folly ne 
vocation I have fhewed, is the fame thing in a metaphorical rerm, { the fpirir ga. 

with chis firkt Santification or Regenération : ThonghI know the | eth before. 
ftream of Interpreters do in explaining that Text, make SanGi- ae yet 
‘| fication to be inclidedin Glorification ; whenyer they can (thew. Rise ee 
no real difference between it, and effeCual vocation b eforce ler, 

= , named, 


| 


prey oT 
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named, Certainly if Sanctification. precede faith, and faith precede 
Juftification, then Sanétification muft necds precede Juftitcation: 
But if we may call chac work of che fpirie which infufeth the prin- 
ciple of life, or holinefs, into the foul, [ Sanclification 5] then | _ 
'&36.18, | fan@ification muft needs go before faith. For faith in the habit is |. 

“}explaineds | part of that principle, and faithin the a&t-isa fruit of it,: Gods 
| order is clearly fet-down in eis 26. 18. He firft opens mens 
eyes, and turnes them from darknefsto light, and from the pow- 
er of Satan unto God, ( andif they be yet unholy, Iknownot | 
what holinefs is, ) that they may receive semiffion of fins ( there’s | . 
their Juftification ) and inheritance among. the fantified ( that 
which before wascalled, opening their eyes , and turning them 
is here called Sandtifying ) by faich chat isin me: ( the words (dy. 
Faith } is related to the Receiving of Remiffion of Sins and the 
Inheritance, but not to the word, [ Sanétified] ) foalfo.2 Thef. 2. 
ie 13. God hath before chofen you to falvation, through fandtifica- 
a Thei-2 13. | tion of the fpirit unto obedience ( obeying the Gofpel is faith) 
opened =| and fprinkling of the blood of Jefus Chrift, (chere’s Juftification) 
_ _ | fo that you fee, to make faith precede fanctification, and to bring 
| {in the habits of allother graces ; and for Juftification to go be- 
| : tween faith and them,jis quite againft the Scripture order.Indeed if 
| 7 Grevinchovius fay true that there’sno Habits infufed, and the {pi- 
rit work only ( asthe efrasinians affrm ) by aninternal and 
external Swafion, and no real phyfical alceration, or infuling 


* Which con- | of new powers and habits, then all this muft be otherwife or-}. 
troverfie I ‘dered’. | 


retend not 
here to determine, acknowledging its difficulty requires a better judgment for its explication then 
mine ; yet i bitherto judge it an error, 


In afcribing. In afcribing this Regeneration to [ the Spirit, ] I do nat intend 
ous rine to exclude the word ; yet I cannot allow it to be properly the In- 
sncludeche? | {trumental caufe, as the common opinion is. . Were it an inftru- 
ord ment, the Energy or Influx of the principal efficient muft be firft 

receivedincoit, and by it conveyed to the foul; but that is an im- 

poffibility in Nature: The voyce of the Preacher, or Letters of 
But not asshe | the Book, are not fubjects capable of receiving Spiritual Life to 
proper inftru- | convey to us; the like alfo may be faid of Sacraments: None of 
as caufe | the conditions of an Inftrumental efficient canfe, are found in 
len, 2 | them. = The Principal ard Inftiumzntal, prodace pne and the fame 


chet. 


- ape 
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effe@ : Bat the: word works not in the fame way of caufalicy 
with the Spirit ; yee doth ic not follow, that it is therefore ufelefs 
or doth nothing to the work ; for both kindes of caufality are 
neceffary ; The Spiric works as the .princtpal and onely efficient, 
and hath no intervening inftrument, that can reach che foul ; “but 
doth all his work immediately, feeing it felf alone can touch its 
objet, and fo work by. proper efficiency : But the Word and 
Sacraments work morally, onely by propounding the objedt in 


its qualificattons, asaman draws a Horfe by fhewing him his Pro- 
vender: And though there be fome difficulty in refolving, .whe- 


ther the propounding the object co the underftanding by inftrudti- 
on, and to the wil! and affections by perfwafion do’ work under 
the efficient, or under che final caufe ; yet according to the com- 
‘mor Judgment,’ we here take the laft for granted. The Word 
then doth fanctifie by exciting of former Pee to action; 
which is a preparation to the receiving of the principle of Life; 
and 4!fo by prefent exciting of the newly infufed gracious princi- 


pie, and fo producing our A@tual converting and believing: Bur 


| bow it can otherways concur tothe infufing of that principle, ] 
yetunderRtand.not. Indeed, if no fuch principle be infafed, chen 
the Word doth all, and the Spirit onely * enable the fpeaker; or 
if any more, itshard to difcover what ic is. For whether there be 
any internal {wafion of the Spiritimmediately,. difiin@ from the 
external fwafton of che Word, and alfo from the Spirits efficaci- 
ous changing Phyfical operation, is a very great queftion, end 
worth the confidering : But 1 have run on too far in this al- 
ready, : 


enely by away of fwafion, which is properly by the Word, or by the fi. w 


giving him Reafon. 


This Spiritual Regeneration then, is the firft and great qualif- 
cation of thefe People of God, which ¢though Habits.are more for 


their Adts then themftlves, and are onely perceived in their As, | 


et) by its canfes and effects we fhould chiefly enquire after. To 

e the people of God without Regeneration, is asimpoffidle, as 
to be the natural children of men without Generation; fecing 
we are born Gods enemies, we muft be new born his fons, or eke 


remain cnemics ftill, O that che unregenerate fvorld did know 


or believe this / In whofe ears the new birch foundsas 4 Paradox, 
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and the great change which God works upon thefon!, isa ftrange 
thing : Who becaufe they never felc.any fuch fapernatural work 
upon themlelves, do therefore believe that there 1s no fuch thing ; 
but chat it is the conceit and fantafie of idle brains: Who make 
the térms of Regeneration, Sanctification, Holinefs, and Conver- 
fion, a matter of common reproach and fcorn, though chey are | 
the words of the Spirit of God himfelf ; and Chrift hath fpoke ie 
with his own mouth, That except 4 man be born again, be cannot 
enter into the Kingdom of God. Alas,how* prepofterous and vain 
is.it, co perfwade thefe poor people, to change fome actions while 
their hearts are unchanged, and to amend cheir ways while theic 
natures arethe fame? The greateft Reformation of Life chat can 
be attained to, without this new Life wrought in the Soul, may 
proeure their further Delufion, but neverchetr Salvation. = *- 


That general conceit that they were regenerated in their’ Bap- 


| tifm, isic avhich furthers the deceit-of many : When there isan. 
‘utter impoffibility that Baptifm fhould either principally or inftro- 
mentally work any Grace on the Soul of an Infane, without a 


miracle ; for if it do, iciseither by a Phyfical and proper efficien-. 
cy, or elfe morally : Not Phyfically ( which is more perhaps, then 
the Papilts fay ) Becaufe then, firft, che water mult be capable of 
receiving the Grace ; fecondly, And of approaching the foal in 
the application and conveyance ; both which are impoffibiltties 


} in Nature: Nor can it work morally where there isnot the ufe of 


Reafon , to underftand, and confider of its fignification. The 


- | common fhift is apparently vain, co fay, That it works neither Phy- 
fically, nor Morally, bute Hyperphyfically ; for though it. may 


proceed from a fupernaturalcaufe, and the work be fuchas nature 
cannot produce, yer the kinde of operation is {till either by a 


| proper and real efficiency (which is the meaning of the phrafe of 


Phyfical operation) or eife ineproper and moral; So chat their Hy- 
perphyfical working, is no third member, nor. overthrows that 
Jong received. diltinGtion ; if it were, yet is not the water the 
capable inftrument of this Hyperpltyfical operation. God isa 
free agent, and by meer concomitancy, may make Baptifm the 
feafon of Regenerating whom he pleafe ; bue that he never in- 
tended that Regeneration fhould be the end of Baptifm, I think 
may be eafily proved ; and thofe * two empty Trceatifes of aaah 

cifmal 
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| tifmal Regeneration, as eafily anfwered, For men of age, the | 
marter is out of queftion, fecing Faich and Repeneanee is every 
where required of them, to make them capable of Baptifms and 
to make it the end of the Ordinance to effect that in 'nfants, 
which is a prerequifice condition in all others, .is fomewhat a 
| trange fiction, and hath nothing thac I know confiderable co un- 
| derprop it. Yet willie not follow, that becaufe Baptifm cannot 
{ be aninftrument of epitiieaen, Beker iy- thar therefore they 
haveno rightro it; no more then, becaufe Circumcifion could not 
{ confer with Grace, therefore they fhould omit it. They are as a 
| capabic of the ends of Baptifm, .as they werc then of the ends of | 47,0704 
{ Ciccumcifion*. Chrift himfelf was not capable of all che ends of | snsion ee 
| Baptifm : and yet being capable of fone ; for thofe was he bap- Luppoted. : 
Oo 


tized : So may Infants be as capable of fome, thomgh not | Though fome 
{ of ail. | . | Queftion, 
| | Chrifts B 
_ ji . ° oa a 

| This Regeneration I cail (Threagh] to diftinguifh ie from sila ives rie 

{ thofefleight tinGtures, and fuperticis! changes, which other men | gal Ceremony 
may partake of ; and yet: [ Imperfect} + « diftinguith our prefent, Par hei 

{from our fucure condition in Glory ; ani chat the ¢ hriftian may ee 


know, that it isfincerity, not perfection, which he muft enquire : (ons were to 
after in tis foul, es . ; be wi iied at 
- mo a | oe | the entering 
the Priefikhood : And Chrift faith, Is becomes us to fulfl alt Righteoufnefs 5 and ic was 
_] the Righbreou(nels of the Law, that he came to falfil, aad not the Rightecufncfs 9: Conahin of 
the Gofpel. And we finde nor, that he himfelf received the Sacrament of his Supper. But thefc 
aredoubrful, ¥id. Grotii votnm ad Artic. 9. 


- 0 SECT, HT. 2 a 


Gon far the Soul is paffive. Let us next fee by what ats this | 1. The Soul 
new Life doth difcover it felf, and chis Divine Sparkdoth | iseoavinced. 
break foreh; and how the foul couched with this Loadftone.of the | Fy naweth. 
Spirit, doth prefently move toward God. The fic work-I call [ . ageneesb 
¢ onvittion, which indeed comprehends feveral A@s. 1. Knows | to the Truck 
Hledg. 2. Affent. It comprchends the knowledg of what che - oe 
Scripture {peaks again{t fin, and {inners ; and chat. this Scripture sckerngs 
which fo fpeaks, is the Word of God himfel& Whotogver knows 
not both thete.is nor get thas capa ashame : 

ueition,: 
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And knows 
ks own fin 
and guilt, and 
mi(cry, 


Therefore not 
any other, but 
this Knowledg 
is the firft 
Grace, in re. 
gard. of the 
order of their 
acing ; 
though in the 
viral Seed they 
are together. 
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aantetiaiamtemteneeets Suiaiteriataie etait eee nee 
Queftion, Whether this laft be an a&t of Knowledg, or of Faith? 
I chink of both.) It comprehends a fincere Affent to the verity of 
this Scripture ; as alfo fome knowledg of our felves, and our own 
guile, and an acknowledgment of the verity of thofe Confe- 
quences, which from the .premifes of {in in us, and:threats in| 
Scripture, do conclude us miferable. Ithath been a great Quefti- 
on, and difpuredin whole Volumns, which Grace is the firft in the 
Soul ; where Faith and Repentance are ufually che onely com- 
petitors. I have thewedyou before, chat in regard of the prin. 


| ciple, the power or habie (whichfoever it be that is infufed) they 


are all at once, being indeed all one; and onely called feveral 
Graces, from the diverfity of their fubjeét, as refiding in the feve- 
ral faculeies of the foul; the life and re@itude of which feveral 
faculties and affedtions, are in the fame fenfe feveral- Graces, as the 
Germane, French, Britifh Seas, are feveral Seas. And forthe A&s, | 
itis moft apparent, thae'neither Repentance, nor Faith (in the 


| ordinary ftrict fenfe) is firlt, but Knowledg. There isno act of the 


Rational Soul about any object preceding Knowledg. Their eva- 
fion is too grofs, who tell us, That Knowledg is no Grace, or but 


| acommon a& : When a dead Soul is by the Spirit enlivened, its 


“4 


.2, The Soul 
is fenfible of 
what it is cen- 
vineed. 


Oe rd 


ee ee 


Neceffity of 
fenfibility, 


| all their former Argumentations. 


firft a@istoknow : andwhy fhould it not exert a fincere a& of 
Knowing, as wellas Believing , and the fincerity of Knowledg be 
requifite as well as of Faith, efpecially, when Faith in the Gofpel- 
fenfe, is fometime taken largely, containing many acts, whereof 
Knowledg is one ? in which large fenfe, indeed Faith is the firft | 
Grace. This Convi@tion implyeth alfo, the fubduing and filencing 
in fome meafure of all their carnal Reafonings, which were wont 
to prevail againft the Truth, and adifcovery of the fallacies of 


\ 


2. As there muft be Convicton, fo alfo Senfibility:: God works 
on the Heart, as well ag the Head ; both were corrupted, and out 
of order. The principle of new Life doth quicken both, Allcrue 
Spiritual Knowledg doth pafs into Affections. That Religion 
which is meerly traditional, doth indeed {wim loofein the Brain ; 
and the Devotion: which is kindled but by Men and Means, is hot 
in the mouth, and cold in thé fomack. The Work that had .no 
higher rife, chen Education, Bxample, Cuftom, Reading, or Hear- 
ing, doth never kindly pafs down to the Affections. . ari 

apdin 
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ftanding which did receive bat meer notions, cannot deliver them 
to the Affectionsas Realities. The bare help of Do@rine upon 
an unrenewed Soul, produceth in the Underftanding, buta faper- 
ficial apprehenfion, and half Affent , and therefore can produce 
in the Heart buz {mall fenfibilicy. As Hypocrites may know many | ° 
things (yea, asmany as che beft Chriftian) bute nothing with the |. 
clear apprehenfions of an experienced man; fo may they with as 
many things, be flightly affected, but they give deep rooting to 
none. To read and hear of the worth of Meat and Drink, may 
raife fome efteem of them; bat not fuch asthe hungry and thirfty 
feel, (for by feeling they know the worththereof.) To view in| . 
the Map of the Gofpel, the precious things of Chrift, and his 
Kingdom, may flightly affe&: But co thirlt for, and drink of the | 
living waters; and to travel, to live in, to be heir of that King- 
dom, muft needs work another kinde of Senfibilicy, Icis Chrifts 
own differencing Mark (and I had rather have one from him, then 
from any) that the good ground gives the good Seed deep root- 
ing ; but fome others entertain it but into the furface of the foy], 
and cannot afford it depth of Earth. The great things of Sin, of 
Grace, and Chrift, and Erernity, which are of weight one would 
think to move a Rock, yet fhake not the heart of the carnal Pro-| - 
feffor, nor a his foul unto the quick. Thoughhefhould have}. 
them all ready in his Brain, and be a conftant Preacher of themto | 
others, yet do they lictle affect himfelf : When he is preffing 
them opon the hearts of others moft carneftly, and crying out on 
the fenflefnefs of his dull hearers; you would little think how ia- 
fenfible is his own:foul,and the great difference between his tongue | . 
and his heart: His {tudy and invention, procureth him zealous 
and moving expreffions ; but they cannot procure him anfwerable 
affections. It iserue, fome foft and paffionate Natures may have 
tears at command, when one that is truly gracious hath none ; yet 
is this Chriftian with dry eyes, more folidly apprehenfive and 
deeply affected, then the other is inthe mid{t of histears; and 
the weeping Hypocrite will be drawn co his fin again witha trifle, 
which the groaning Chriftian would not be hired co comm, with |. 
Crownsand Kingdoms. | a | - 
| | : 7 : . | What the Soul 
The things that the Soul is thus.conyinced and fenfible of, are | Is convinced 
efpecially thefe in the Defcription mentioned. 1tke rh fentibl 
| | V2 1.The! © 
a nnn ee ee 


we. 
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1, OF the evil 
of fin. 

Nults offenfa 
D:i eft venialis 
ds fe, niff tan- 
tummodo per 
re(p.ttum ad 
divinam mife- 
rccordlam, qua 
now vult de_ 

‘ fatto quamlibet 
offen{am impu- 
tave ad mor. 
tem; cumillud 
poffce juftiffi. 
me, Et ita 
concluditur 
quod peccatum 
| mortale & vee 
niale in effe talt 
non diftinguun- 
tur intrinfece 
C9 effentiali- 
ter, fed folum 
per refpectum 
ad divinam 
£iatiam, OC 


2. OF its own 
mifery, by 
reafon of fin. 
Dii(quis de~ 
folationem non 
nocit, AEC CON. 
folationcm ag- 
nofcere poteft. 
Et quifquis 
confulationems 
igtorat effe 
neccffariam, 
fupercR ut non 
babeat gratiam 
Dei. Inde eft 
quod bomines 


Gerfon, de vita Spicir, Co-ol. x. 


feculi wegotiss eh flagitiis implicati , dum .miferiam non fentinnts now attridwilt mifiricordiam. 
Bernard. Serm. XXXIJ. de temp. . one 
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1. The evil of fin. Thefinner is made to know and feel, that 
the.fin which washis delight, his fport, the fupport of his credit, 
and eftate, is indeed a more loathfom thing then Toads er Ser- 
pents ; and 2 greater evil then Plague or Famine, or any other 
calamity : It being a breach of the righteous Law of the moft 
high God, difhonorable to him, and deftrudtive to the finner, 
Now the finner reads: and hears no more the reproofs of fin, as 
words of courfe, as if the Minifter wanted fomething te fay, to 
fillup his Sermon ; but-when you mention his fin, you ftir in his 
wounds ; he feels you {peak at his very‘heart, and yet is contented 
you fhould thew him the worft, and fer it home, though he bear 
the fmare. He waswont to marvel what made men keep fuch a 
ftir againft (in ; what barm it was for aman to take a liccle for- 
bidden pleafure : he faw no fuch hainoufnefs in ic, chat Chri muft 
needs die for it, and moft of the world be eternally tormented in 
dell: He thought this-was fomewhat hard meafure, and greater: 
punifhment then: could poffioly be deferved, by a lictle flefhly 
liberty, or worldly delight, negie& of Chrift, his Word, or Wor- 
(hip, yea, by a wanton thought, a vain word; adutl duty, or cold 
affection. But now the cafe is alcered ; God hath opened his 
eyes to feethat unexpreffable vilenefs infin, which fatisfics him of 
the reafon of all this. _ 7 


So Puapifts then confe(s the damning merit of every Ao, 


2. The Soul in this greac work is convinced and fenfible, as 
of the evil of fin, fo of its own mifery by reafon of fin. They who 
before read the threats of Gods Law, as men do the old {tories ‘of 
forraign wars, or as they behold the wounds and blood in a 
picture or piece of Arras, which never makes them fmart or fear ; 
Why now they finde ics their own ftory, and ehey perceive they 
read theirown doom, as if they found their names written in the 
curfe, or heard the Law fay as Nathan, Thou are the man. The 
wrath of God feemed to him before, butas.aftormto 3 man in 
the dry houfe ; orasthe pains of the fick co che healchtul ftander- 
by ; oras the Torments of Hell coachilde, thar fees the {tory of 
Dives and Lazarus upon the wall: But wow he findes the difeafe 
ishis own, and feels the pain in hisown bowels, and che fart of 


the 
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the wounds in his pwn foul. -Ina word, he findes himfelf 2 con- | 
demoed mas, and chat he is dead and damned: in point of Law, and | 
that nething was wanting but mecr execution to make him moft Whether this 
abfolutely and irrecoverably miferable. Whether you will call this ‘be the work of 
a work ef the Law or Gofpel (as in feveral fenfesit is of both, the e brit OF - 
Law expreffing, and the Gofpel intimating anid implying our for-| ~ * 
mer coademmation. ) Sure I am it is awork of the Spirit, wrought | Neceflity of 
‘| in fome meafure in all the regenerate: And thowgh fome do judg | ee aria of 
ic an unneceflary bondage, yetit is beyond my conceiving; how pifery, 
he (hould come co-Chriftfor pardon that firft found: not htmfelf, 
guiley and.condemacd; or for life, that never found himfelfdead.| 
The whole need not the Phyftian, but they that are fick, Yet Kdeny} 
net, but the difcovery of the Remedy asfoonas the mifery, mult; Why fome 
needs prevent a great part of the trouble, and’ make the difting iyies (earee 
effects on the foul,co be with much more difficulty difcerned : Nay,| OU2SO ina 
the actings: of the foul are foquitk, and oft foconfufed, thatthe others (carce |. 
diftinétorder of thefe workings, may not be apprehended or ré- | remember this 
membred at alf :. And perhapsthe joyful apprehenfions of mercy | Work of Hu-. 
tay make the fenfe of mifery the fooner forgotten. — miliation, 


3. So doth the fpirie alfo convince the foul, of the creatures, 3. Of the 
vanity and infafficiency, Every man naturally is a flat Idolater : aaa val 
our hearts corned from God, in our firft fall; andever fince the fafficiency. 
Creature harh been our God: This is the grand fin of Nature:| 
. When we fet. up co our felvesa wrong end, we muft needs erre in 


al'the means. The Creature is co-every unregenerate man his | Every natural 


| God and his Cheift. He afcribeth to it the Divine prerogatives, manisanido-}. 


and allowerbit the higheft reont: imhis foul ; Orif ever ie come rag ate : 
to be convinced of mifery, he flyeth toit ashis Saviour and fap-| he tscitos 
ply. Indeed God-and his Chrift have ufally thename; and, his God, 
ball be ftill called both Lord and Saviour : Bur che reall expecta. ae 
uon isfrom the Creature, and the work of Godis laid upon ic ; 
(how well ic will perform thac work, the finner muft know . 
hereafter. ) It is His Pleafure, his protic, and hisHonout, thacis} on- 
the natural mans Trinity;and his Carnal felf, that is chefe in unity. | Pride is the 
Indeed it isthat Flefh that isthe Principal Idol ; the other three  srcatGn. 
ate deified in their relation to our felves.It was our firlt fin, to-af- | 26%" che frdt 
pire to be as Gods ; and its che greateft fin that runs in our blood, Cae: | 
and is propagated in our nature from Generation to Generation. | men.” 
| | When 
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Man aatural- | When God fhould guide us, we guide our felves; when hefhould 


ly is his own 
Idol. 


Regeneration 
works back the 
heart to God 


again. 

Tt convinceth, 
firft, Thar the 
Creature can- 


Providences, 
and efpecially 
AffiiGion, do 
wfually much 
furcher this 


ao os 
oe. 


be our Soveraign, we rule. our felves. The Laws which he gives us, 
we would corre and finde fault with ; and if we had the 
making of them, we would haye made them otherwife: When 
he fhould take care of us, (and mult, or we perifh) we will care 


_| for our felves ; when we (hould depegd on himin daily receivings, 


we had rather keep our ftock our felyes., and have our portion in 
our own hands ; when we fhould ftand co his difpofal, we 
would be at our own; and when we fhould fubmit to his provi- 
dence, we ufually quarrel at it; as if we koew better what is 
good, or fit for us, then he ; or how to difpofe of all things more 
wifely: If we had the difpofal of the events of Wars, and the 
ordering of the affairs of Churches and States, or the. choice of 
our own outward condition, it would be far otherwife then now 
itis; and we think we could make a better difpofal, order and 
choice, then God hath made. This. is the Language of a carnal 
heart, though it do not always fpeak it out. When we fhould 
ftudy God, we ftudy our felves ; when we fhould minde God, we 
minde our felves; when we fhould love God, we love our carnal 
felves ; when we fhould truft God, we truft our felves; when we 
fhould honor God, we honor our felves; and when we (hould 
afcribe to God, and admirehim, we afcribeto, and admire our 
felves: And inftead of God, we would have all mens eyes and 
dependance onus, and all mens thanks returned co us, and would 
gladly be the onely men on Earth, extolled, and admired.by all. 
And thus we are naturally our own Idols: But down falls this 
Dagon, when God doth once renew the foul: Itis the great bult- 
nefs of that greac work, to bring the heart back to God himfelf. 
He convinceth thefinner. x. That the Creature or bimfelf, can 
neither be hisGod, tomake himhappy. 2. Nor yet his Chrift, 
to recover him from his mifery, and reftorehim to God, who is 
hishappinefs. This God doth, not onely by Preaching, but by 
Providence alfo : Becaufe words feem but winde, and will hardly 
take off the raging fenfes; therefore doth God make his Rod to 
fpeak, and continue fpeaking, till the finser hear and hath learned 
by it this great leffon. This is che reafon, why affiGion doth fo 
ordinarily concur in the work of Converfion: Thefe real Argu- 
ments which fpeak to the quick, will force ahearing, when the 


Convigion. |}moft convincing and powerful wordsare flighted. Whena {inner 


made 
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made hiscredit his God, and'God fhall caft him into loweft dif. 
grace; or bring him that idolized his riches, into a condition, 
wherein they cannot help him; or caufethem to take wing and 
flie away, or the ruft co corrupt, and the thief to fteal his - 
dored god in a night,or an hour ; what a help ts here to this work of 
Conviction ? When a man that made his pleafure his god, whether 
eafe, or {ports, or mirth, or company, or gluttony,or drunkenhefs, 
or cloathing, or buildings, or whatfoever araging eye, acurioas 
ear, a-raging appetite, of a luftful heart could defire; and God 
fhall take thefe from him, or give him their fting and curfe with 
them, and tofn them all into Gall and Wormwood; what a help 
is here to this Conviction? When God fhall caft a man into 
Janguifhing ficknefs, aud infi& wounds and anguifh on his heart, 
and ftir up againft him, his own Confcience, and then, as it were, 
take the finner by the hand, and lead him to credit, ‘to riches, to 
pleafure, to company, to fports, or whatfoever was dearelt to 
him, and fay, Now try if thefe can help you; can thefe ‘heal thy 
wounded confcience ? can they~ now fupport thy tottering cot- 
age ° cam they keep thy departing foul in thy body ? orfave thee 
from mine everlafting wrath? will they prove to thee eternal 
pleafures? or redeem thy Soul from the eternal flames? cry 
aloud co them, and fee now, whether thefe will be inftead of God, 
and his Chrift unto thee: O how this works now with the finner ! 
When fenfe it felf acknowledgeth the truth 2 and even the fieth is 
convinced of the Creatures vanity ? and our very deceiver is un- 
deceived? Now he defpifech his former Idols, and callech them 
aif Sur ity’ Comforters, Wooden, Earthen, Dirty gods, of a 
few days old, and quickly perifhing : He fpeaketh as‘contemptu- 
onfly of them, as Barack: of the Pagax Idols, or our Martyrsof{ 
the Papifts god of Bread, which was yelterday in the Oven, and| ~ 
isto morrow onthe Dunghil: He chidech himfelf for his former 
folly, and piciech thofe that have nohigher happinefs. O poor 
Crafus,Cefar;, Alexander, (thinks he) how fmall ? how fhort was. 
your happinefs ? Ah poor riches! bafe honors ! woful pleafures ! 
fad mireh ! ignorant learning ! defiled, dunghil, counterfeit righ- 
;teonfnefs! poor ftuff to make a god of ! fimple things to lave 
'fonis! Wotothem that have no better a portion, no furerfavi- 
‘ours, nor greater comforts then thefecan yield, in their laft and: 


great diftrefs and need ! In their own place they are — “ie ! 
: OVely ; | 
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lovely s but in the place of God, how contemptible and abomi- 
nable ? They that are accounted excellent and admirable, within 
the bounds of their own calling ; fhould they ftep'into che throne, 


and ufurp Soveraignty, would foon in the eyes of all, be vile and 
infufferable, | 


4. OF the 4. The fourth thing that the Soul is convinced and fenfible of, 
| need of . is, The Abfolute Neccflity, the Full Sufficiency, and Perfect Ex- 
Chrift,andhis | celfency of Jefus Chrift. Itis.a great Queftion, Whether all che 

. forementioned works arenot common, and onely preparations 
Qucf. Are | unto this? They are preparatives, and yet not common : Byery 
not all the | lefler work is a preparative tothe greater ; and all the fislt works 
foremention- | of Grace, to thofe that follow : fo Faith is a preparative to our 
centinual living in Chrift, to our Jaftification, and Glory. There 
are indeed common Convitions, and fothere is alfe a eommos 
Believing: But chis as in the former terms explained, is both a 
fanGtifying and faving work ; I mean a faving a@ of a fan@tified 
Soul, excited by the Spirits {pecial Grace. That it precedes J ufti- 
ation, contradicts not this; for fo doth Faith it felf reo: Nor 
that it precedes Faith is any thing againft ic ; for I have fhewed 
{before, that it is a parc of Faith in the large fenfe ; and in 
the ftrict fenfe taken Faith isnot the firlt gracious a&, muchlefs 
Achat act of fiducial reeumbency, which is commonly taken forthe | 
joftifying a&: Though indeed it is no onc fingle a&, bat many 
| that are the condition of Juftification. | | 
This Convictions not by meer Argumentation,.as 2 man is con-. 
vinced of the verity of fome inconcerning confequence by difpute; 
but alfo by the fenfe of our defperate mifery, a: 4 man in famine of 
the neceffity of food, ora man that hach read or heard his fentence 
of condemnation, is convinced of the abfolute necefficy of par- | 
don ; or asa man that lies in prifon for debt, is convinced of the 
neceflity of a furety to difcharge it. Now the finner findes himfelf 
_{ in another cafe, then ever he was before aware of ; he feels an in- 
fupportable burden upon him, and {ces there is none but Chrift 
can take it off ; he perceives that he is under the wrath of God, 
and that the Law proclaims him a Rebel and Out-law, and none 
but Chrift can make his peace she is as a man purfued bya Lyon, 
that molt perith if he finde not prefenc fan@uary ; he feels the 
curfe deth li¢ upon him, and pon all he hath for his fake, and 
Chrilt 


* 


f Of the 
neceffiry of 
Chrift, 
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Chriftafone can make him blefied ; he is now broughe to this 
Dilemma; either he muft have Chrift co juftifie him, or be eter- 
nally condemned ; he maft have Chrift to fave him, or burnin 
Hell for ever ; he mult have Chrift to bring him again to God, 
or be fhat, out of his prefence everlaftingly. And now no wonder, 
if he cry asthe Martyr Lamsbert, None lane brift, none but Chrift. 
Ic is not Gold but Bread, chat will fatigfe the hungry ; nor any 
thing but pardon chat will comfort the condemned. All things 
are now but drofs and dung ; and what we accounted gain, is now 


mifery, and the difability of himfelf, and all chingsco relieve him ; 
o he doth perceive, that there is no faving mercy out of Chrift : 
The trath of the threatning, and tenor of both Covenants, do 
put him ont of all fachhopes, There is none found in Heaven or 
’ | Barth, that can open the Realed Book, fave the Lamb.;_ without 
his blood there is no Remiffion ; and without Remiffion chere is 
|naSaleation, Could che finner now make any fhife without 
Chrift, or could any thing elfe fupply his wants, and fave his 
foul; then might Chrift be difregarded: But now he is con- 


olute. . : 


2. And as'the Soul is chus convinced of the neceffity of Chrift, 


and himfelf cannot, yet Chriftcan. Though the fig-leaves of our 
own unrighteous righteoufnefs, are too fhort to cover our naked- 
‘nefs, yer. che Righteoufnefs of Chrift is large enough : Ours is dif- 
pteportionable to the juftice of the Law ; but Chrifts doth extend 
co every title. If he intercede, there ts no denial; fuch is the 


sate ali he defireth: He tells us himfelf, that the Father 
earech him always. His fufferings being a perfect facisfation to 
the Law, and all power in Heaven and Earth being giventohim, 
he is now able to fupply.every of our wants, and co fave tothe 
uctermoft all chat come to him. - ot 


all? Andhowis is {ufficient for ak, sf not {uffered for all ? 


another Tract, if God enable me. 


‘but lofs, in comparifon of Chrift. For as the finner feech his utcer | 


vinced, that there is no other name, and the seceffity i¢ ab | 


fo alfo of his full fafficiency. He-fees though the Creature cannot, 
dignity of his perfon, and che value ef his merits, that che Father. 


Quelt. How can I ken his death is fufficient for me, if ‘not for 


Anfw. Becaufe { will not intertupt my prefent difcourfe with 
controverfie, Iwill. fay fomething to this Queftion by it {elf in} 


. The! 


13 


Phil.3.7,8, 9. 


Revel. 5.3,4 
56. 3 a4 


3. Of Chrifts 
{afficiency, 


' , | fort, is onely 
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3. And ofhis’ 3. The Soulis alfo here convinced of the perfe@excelfency of |: 
excellency, | JefusChrift-; both ashe is confidered in himfelf, and as confidered 
in relation tous,. both ashe isthe onely way to the Fathet, and 
as he is the end being one with the Father: Before be knew 
| Chrifts excellency, asablinde man knows the light of the Sun 5. 
‘ but now as one that bekoldeth its glory. | . | 

And thus doth the Spirit convince the Soul. | 


$4, 


SECT. IFII. | 
| Now of the / 3, AR this fenftble conviction, the Will difcovereth alfo irs. 
wales he a change ; and that in regard: of ail che four foremention- |: 
feGion, - | ed objects. MS | | 
oe turneth 1. The fio which the underftanding pronounceth evil, the will 
from finwich | doth accordingly cura from with abhorrency: Net that the fenfi- 
abhorrency. 4 tive appetite is changed,.or any way made toabhor its object; 
buc when it would prevail againft che conclufions of Reafon, and 
| carry us co finagainft God, when Scripture fhould be the rule,and 
Reafon the Mafter, and Senfe the Servant : This diforder and 
Levi, che will abhorrech. | oS 
2, Abberreth | 2. The mifery alfo which fin hath procured, as he difcerneth, fo 
and lamenceth | he bewaileth: It is impoffible that. the foul now living, (hould 
eas look either on its trefpab againft God, or yet on its own felf-pro- 
; cured calamity, without fome compun@ion and contrition. He 
that truly difcerneth that he hath killed Chrift, and killed himfelf, 
will furely in fome meafure be pricked to theheart. If he cannot 
3.Renouaceth | weep, he can hpartily groan ;. and his heart feels what his under-] . 
mi are ftanding fees. ¥ . | _ | 
ner eae i 3- The Creature he now renounceth as vain, asd turneth it out 
Sin is, firft, | Of bis heare with difdain. Not that he undervaluech it, or difclaim- 
heey a .lethitsufe ; but his idolatrous abufe, and its-unjuftufurpation. =| 
oo Sag od as} Phere is atwofold fin ;- One againft God himéfelf, as well as his 
S tconitly pi | Laws; when heiscaft out of the heart, and fomething elfe doth 
rely onely | take his plage: This isit that I intend inthis place. The other is, 
againft his | whenaman doth take the Lord for hisGod, but yet fwerveth in 
oe a fome things from bis commands; of this before. It isa vain 


diftin&tion chat fome. make, That the foul matt be turned, firft 
from fin; fecondly, from the Creature'to God: For thefin chat 
- is 


grofs idelatry. 


OO ag tee BEN FE en Se ee a ee ee 
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isthus fetup againft God, is thie choice of fomething below ih 
hisftead; and no Creature in it felf isevil. bu the abufe of it is 
the fin: Therefore co turn from the Creature, ts onely to turn from | In what fen{e 


chat finfulabufe. © 7 | ~ [wecurn from 
Yet hath the Creature here atwofold confideration. Firft, As| the Creature. 
it is vain and infofficient to perform what the Idolacer expecteth ; 
and fo Ihandle ithere. Secondly, As it is the obje@ of {uch finful 
abufe, and the occafion of fin ; and fo it falls under the former 
branch, of our (turning from fin, ] and in this fenfe cheir divifion 
may be granted : but thisis onely a various refpe@ ; for indeed it 
is till onely our finful abufe of the Creature, in our vain admirati- 
ons, undue eftimations, too {trong affeGions, and falfe expe@a- 
tions, which we cucn from. : 4 
There isa twofold Error very common in the defcriptions of | A twofold 
che work of Converfion. The one, of thofe who onely mention | E*tet in the 
che finners ig} from fin to God, without mentioning any eeensat 
receiving of Chrift by Faith. The other of thofe, who onthe ee 
contrary, onely mention afinners believing, and then chink they | — 
have faid all. Nay, they blame them as Legalilts who make any | 
thing but the bare believing of the love of God in Chrift to us, 
to be part of this work ; and would perfwade poor fouls te} Our turning 
queftion all their former comforts, ae conclude the work to | from fin, is as 
have been onely legal and unfound, becaufe they have made their see i 
changes of heart, and turning from fin and Creatures, pare of it ; Lon as pag 
and have taken up part of cheir comfort from the reviewing of | lieviag’ iti 
thefe, as evidences of aright work. Indeed, fheuld they take up , Chrift. 
here without Chrift, or take fuch change in ftead of Chrift, in 
| whole or in part; the reprehenfion were juft, and the danger 
great. Butcan Chriftbe the way, where the Creature is the end ? 
Is he not onely the way to the Father? And mult not a right end | 
be intended, before right means? Can we feek to Chrift for to re- os 
concile usto God, while in our hearts we prefer the Creature be- - 
fore him ? Or, doth God difpoffefs the Creature, and fincerely ue ir, 6 
turn the heart therefrom, when he will not bring the foal co ficcira 
Chrift ? Iste awork that is ever wrought in an unrenewed foul ? | perfon pleafe 
You will fay, That withont Faith it is impoffible to * leafe Ged. | not God, nor 
True ; but what Faith doch the Apoftle chere fpeak of ? He that aGions fo 
juftific chem, or to cake delight in them as gracious 5 yet feme ations of wicked men, tending 


to Reformation, may pleafe Ged in (ome refpe@ fecundum quid 3 a8 Almbs Humillation, 
X 2 cometh 
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cometh ro God, mutt believe that God is, and that he is a reward- 
erof chem thac diligently feeckhim. The belief of the Godhead 
_ | muft needs precede the belief of the Mediatorthip ; and the 
taking of the Lord for our God, muftin order precede the taking 
of Chrift for our Saviour ; though our peace with God do follow 
| chis : Therefore Pax! when he was to deal with the Athenias 
Idolaters, teacheth them the knowledg of the Godhead firft, and 
the Mediator afterwards. But you will fay, May not an unrege- 
nerate man believe that there isaGod ? True; and fo may he 
alfo believe there isa Chrift : Buche can no more cordially accept | 
of the Lord for hisGod, then he can accept of Chrift for his| - 
Saviour. In the foul of every unregenerate man, the Creature 
poffeffeth both places, and is both God and Chrift. Can Chrift 
| be believed in, where our own Righteoufnels, or any other thing 
A flat neceffi- | is trufted as our Saviour 2 Or doth God ever throughly difcover 
ty, both ef | fin, and mifery, and clearly cake the heare from all Creatures, and 
egg da Self- righteoufnefs, and yet leave the foul unrenewed? The truth 
End, er our | is, where the work is fincere, there it isintire; andallthefe parts 
chief Good; | aretruly wrought: And as turning from the Creatare to God, 
and to Chrift} and not by Chrift, is no true turning ; fo believing in Chrift, 
asthe way t@ | while the Creature hath our hearts, is no true believing. And 
ene wather. - | therefore in the work of Self-examination, whoever would finde 
in himfelf a through-fincere work , muft findé an entire work ; 
even the one of thefe as well as the other. In the review of 
_ | which intire work, there is no doube. bur his foul may take com- 
fort. And itisnottobe made fo fight of, as moft do, nor put by 
with a wet finger, That Scripture doth fo ordinatily put Repent. 
ance. before Faith, and make them joyntly conditions of the 
* viz. Asicis. Gofpel : Which Repentance contains thofe atts of the Wills 


4 abo averfion, from fin and Creatures, before expreft. It is true, if we 
the Com. | cake Faith in the fargeft fenfe of all*, then it contains Repentance 
mands proper init ; but if we take it ftri@tly, no doubt there is fome acts of it 


co the Gofpel. ' go before Repentance, and fome follow after. 

wae part of | Yet is i¢ not of much moment, which of the a@s before men- 

: ene | tioned, we fhall judg to precede; Whether our averfian from fin, 

‘ {| and renouncing our Idols, or our right receiving Chrift; fee 

_ {lit all comipofeth but one. work, which God ‘doth ever perf 
‘| where he beginneth but one ftep, and ‘Jayeth but one ftene in, 


'\fincerity, And the moments of time can be but few, thas interpofe 
es between 


i in id peed -_ i hE Ye Ne pate ee ee an nt mer 
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beeween the feveral afts. Yet though the difpoficion to all gracious 
atts, be given at once , I conceive in our Actual turning, the term 
from which, in order of nature, is confiderable before the term 
towhich weturn, , | | 

If any object, That every Grace is received: from Chrift, and 
therefore mait follow our receiving him by Faith. 

I anfwer, There be receivings from Chrift before believing, and 
before our receiving of Chrift himfelf. Such is all thae work of 
the Spirit, chat brings the foul to Chrift: There is a paffive recei- 

| ving before the ative. Both power and act of Faith are in order 
of Nacure before Chrift, a@ually received ; and the power of all 
other gracious a@s, is asfoon as that of Faith. Though Chrift 
give pardon and Salvation, upon condition of believing ; yet he 
gives not anew heart, a foft heart, Faith ic felf, nor the firft crue 
Repgatance on that condition : No more then he gives the 
Preaching of. the Gofpel, the wie motions to believe, ec. up. | 
on a pre-requifite condition of. believing. _ 


The terminys- |: 


SECT. V. 


4. A as the Willis thusaverted fromthe fore-mentioned |. 
objets ; fo at the. fame time doth it cleave to God the 
Father, and to Chrift. Its firft aCting in order of Nature, is to-. 
ward the whole Divine Effence ; and it confifts efpecially in [e- fa 
lecting and defiring God for his postion and chief. Good : ] 
Having before been convinced, That nothing elfecan be hishappt- |.5 To the 
nefs, he now findes ic isin God; and there looks toward it. But | Godhead in 
it is yet rather with defire, then hope ; For alas, the finner hath ale | order of Na 
ready found himfelf to be a ftranger and enemy to God, under the | | 
guils of fin, and curfe of his Law ;- and knows there isno coming |. 
to himin peace, till his cafe. be altered ¢. And therefore having |. 
before been convinced alfo, Thatonely.Chrift is able, and willing 
todo this; and having heard this mercy in the Gofpel freely offer-| © 
ed, his next at is, Secondly, [to accept moft affectionately of |.) +. 5. 
Chrift, for Saviour and Lord] I put the formes before this; be- | Mediator as 
caufe che ultimate end is neceffarily the firft intended; and the | the way, which 
Divine Eifence is principally that ultimate end; yet not excluding | # by Faith. 
the humane mature in the fecond perfon : But Chrift as Mediator) 
is 


re ane enn aan ae , 
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Jobn 14.6, | isthe way to that end; and-throughour the Gofpel: is offered ko 
| us in fuch terms, as imporchis Being che means of- making us hap- 

py in God. And chough that former a& of the foul coward the 
Gedhead, do not juftifie, as chis laft doth; yet isit (I think) as 
proper to the people of God as this: nor can any man unregene- 
rate, eculy chufe God for his Lord, his portion, and chief good. 

* | Therefore do they both miftake: They who onely mention our 
turning to Chrift, and they who onely- mention our turning to 
God, in this work of Converfion, as is touched before. Pans 
| preaching was, Kepentance toward God, and Faith towards our 
1 A@sao.ar, |-Lord Jefus Chrift. And life erernal, ‘confifts firft in knowing the 
{&531- ‘| -onely crue God,.and chen, Jefus Chrift whom hehath fent, Poh 


& 216,20, a7=3* 


~ 


What juftify- | | Though Repentance, Affent, Good works, cc. are required. 
ing Eaithis, {co our full Jultification, as {ubfervient to, Or concurrent with 
{cs proper | Faith; yet ische crue nature of this juftifying Faith it felf con- 
A@ is the Ac- | tained in this [ molt affe€tionate. accepting of Chrift, for Saviour 
ceptationof | and Lord. | And I chink it neceffarily contains all this in it : Some 
ra offer- | plead it is the Affenting at ; fome a Fiducial adherence, or re- 
*$o DoGer cumbency. I call it (* Accepting, | icbeing principally an act of 
Prefent judg. the Will ; but yet alfo of the whole foul. This [Accepting } be- 
ing that which che Gofpel preffeth to,. and calleth che [receiving 

rw yea of Chrift: ) I call ic [an Affectionate accepting,] though Love 
: Tord Brook, ‘feem another act, quite diftinét from Faith, (and if you take Faith 
p.94- It-isan | for any one fingle act, foitis;) yer I takeie as effential co that 
Accepting of | Faith which juftifies: To accept Chrift without Love, is not jufti- 
hrit affer- | fying Faith. Nor doth Love follow as a Fruit, but immediately 
the belief of [CONCUrs nor concur asa meer concomicant, but effential to a true 
a Propofition f accepting. For this Faith is the receiving of Chrift, either with 
affirmed. Se | the whole foul, or with part ; not with part onely, for that is 
thar excellent | but a partial receiving> -And molt clear Diyines of {ace conclude, 
That juftifying Faith refides, both in the Underftanding and the 
Lovero. | Wil; therefore in the whole foul, and fo cannot .be-one fingle 
Chrift, whe. |act. Allchofe AffeCtions thac are for che receiving and encertain- 
ther it.benot {ment of Good, called che concupifcible, muft receive and cnter- 
jofifying.- tain Chrift. I-adde, it is rhe [moft] atfectionate accepting of 


Faich. See moreof this Inthe Pofitions of Jultification. Love to Chrift, muft be the 
ftrongeh Love. en | 4 
Chrift, 
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Chrift ; becaufe he chat loves Father, Mother, or any. thing} | 
more then him, is not werthy of him, nor can be his Difciple ; | Luke 14. 26. 
and confequently not. juftified by him. -And the truth of this| 
| AffeGtion is net to be jadged: fo much by feeling: the pulfe of. it, |\Do@or sidbs, 
fas by Peat de it. with our affection to other things. . He that.|' Sos Con fudt.- 

ng | 


loveth no muchas Chrift, doth love himeruly;; choughhe|: . 

| finde caufe till to: bewait the celdnelfs of :his'Affeétions, I make | 

| Chrift-himfelf the Objet of this Accepting, it being not any |: 

| Theological Axiom concerning himfelf, but himfelf in perfon. I] - | 
calfit [an Accepting him for Saviour and Lord.] For in both re- | Juftifying _ 
lations, will he be.received, or not-at all, It ‘is not onely.to at- | Fakh Sede. | 
knowledg his fufferings, and:accept of pardon and glory ;: but to Ponds Sid 
acknowledg his foveraignty, and fubmit to his Government, and | for Saviour 
way of faving; and I take .all this tobe contained in juftifying | and Lord, $0 
Faith, - Me Me del ' Sa jefe Sub- 
: : : at ion to... 
Chrift, as cur'Lord, is part of that Faith which juftifieth, How this differs frows the abhorred 
do&trine of the Socinians, you may fee inthe Apberifmsof Jubification, . i 7 


What Chrift 


The work which Chrift thus accepted:of, is to perform, is,-to 
doth ‘for us 


bring che finners to God, that they may. be happy in him ; and 
this both really by his Spiric, and relatively in ‘recgnciling- them, nas 
and gin. angele and to prefent them perfect before htm] ks 
at laft, and co poffefs them of the Kingdom. This will Chrift} 
perform ; and the obtaining of thefe, are the finners lawful ends, 
in receiving Chrift: And to thefe ufes doth he offer himfelf un- 
TOUS Ste ap | ee. See 
5- Tochisend, doth the finner now enter into a cordial Cove- 
nant with Chrift. As the preceptive part iscalled the Covenant, 
fo he might be under the Covenant before; as alfo under the 
offers of a Covenant on Gods part. But he was never ftri@ly, nor 
comfortably in Covenant with Chrift till now. He is fure by the 
free offers that Chrift doth confent ; and now doth he cordially 
confent himfelf; and'fo the Agreement is fully made; and ic was 
never a match indeed tilt now. | : _ 


Coyenanti 
with Chrift f 
an effencial 
pare of our 
a&ual Con- 
Verfien,and of 
our Chrifti- 
canity,. | 
Next) Chrift 
| ae 

: : . ee ee . .a | kimfelf to the 
6. Withthis Covenant concurs (a mutual delivery >] Chrift | grncr, ard he 
delivereth himéelf in all- comfortable Relations to the finner ; | deliveresh © 


and che finner delivereth up himfelf to be faved and ruled by | bislelf up to 
| - Chritt.| So 


27. 

& 3.4%, 12. 

. John 3§. 4,5 
6. | 


$ 6. 


The Applica- 
tion of this 
Defcription, 
by way of 


Examination, 
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Chrift. This which I call, the delivering of Chrift, is His a@ in 


. [and by the Gofpel ; without any change inhimfelf: The change 
| is onely in the inner, to whom the conditional promifes become 


equivalent to Abfoluce, when they perform the conditions. Now |. 
doth the foul eatery conclude, I have been blindly led by fleth 
and luft, andthe world, and devil, too long already, almoft to my 
utcer deftruction : I will-now be wholly at che difpofe of my 
Lord, who hath bought me with-his blood, and will bring me co 
hts glory. —_ 


9. And laftly, I adde, [That the believer doth herein perfevere 


| tothe end.j_ Though he may commit fins, yet he:never difclaimeth 
| his Lord, renounceth his Allegiance, nor recalleth, nor repenteth 


of his Covenant ; nor can he properly be faid co.-break that 
Covenant, while that Faith continues, which is the condition of ic. 
Indeed, thofe that have verbally Covenanted, and not cordially, 
may yet tread urder foot the blood of the: Covenant, as an-un-_ 
holy ching, wherewich they were fanétified by feparation from 
thofe wichoat the Church: Buc the efect cannot be: fe deceived. 
Though this perfeverance be cercain to tre believers ; yee is it 
made a conditigh of cheir Salvatien, yea, of their continued life | 
and fruitfulnels, and of the continuance of their Juftification, 
though not of their firlt Juftification icéelf. Buc eternally bleffed 
be chat hand of Love, which hath drawn che free promife, -and | 
fubfcribed and fealed co-that which afcertains us, both of the Grace 
i is the condition, and the Kingdom on that condition 
offered. : 


SEC T. VL 


Nd thus you have anaked enumeration of the Effentials of 
this Reople of God : Not a fall pourtrafeure of them in all 
their excellencies, nor all the notes whereby they may be difcern- 
ed; which were both beyond my prefent purpofe.. And though 


| ic will be part of the following Appticatton,to put you upon tryal; 


yet becaute che Defcription isnow before your eyes, and thefe e- 
videncing works are frefh. in your memory, ic will nec-be unfea- 
fonable, nor unprofitable for you, to take an account of your own 
eftates, 
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eftates, and to view your felves exatly in this glafs, before you 
pafs on any further. And Ibefeech thee, Reader, as thouhaft the 
hope of a Chriftian, yea, or the reafon ofa man,to deal throughly, 
and fearch carefully, and judg thy felfas one that muft (hortly be 
judged by the righteous God; and faithfully anfwer to thefe 
few Queftions which I fhalf here propound. — | 

I willnot enquire whether thou remember the time or the or- 
der of thefe workings of the fpirit ; There may be much uncer. 
tainly and miftake in chat ; But I defire thee to look into thy Soul, | 
and fee whether thou finde fuch works wrought within chée; and 
then if chon be fure they are there,che matter is not fo great,though 
chou know not when or how thou camelt by them. 

And firft ; haft chou been throughly convinced of an univerfal | 
depravation, through thy whole fou! ? and an univerfal wickedne& 
chrough thy whole life ? and how vile a thing this fin is 2 and that 
by the tenor of chat Covenarit which chou haft tranfgreffed, the} | 
leaft fin deferves eternal death? doft chou confent to this Law, that | 
it is true, and righteous ? Haft thon perceived thy felf fentenced to 
this death by it ? and been convinced of thy natural undone con- 
dition ? Haft thou further feen the utter infufficiericy of every 
Creature, cither to be it felf thy happinefs, or the means of curing 
this thy mifery, and thee happy again in God ? Haft thou been | . 
convinced, that thy happinefs is only in God asthe end? And only} « 
in Chrift as the way to him 2 (and the end alfo as he is one with the 
Father; ) and perceived that thou muft be brought co God by 
Chrift, or perith eternally ?. Haft thon feen pea an abfoluce] : . 
neceffity of thy enjoying Chrift? And the full {afficiency that is| ; 
in him, to do for thee whatfoever thy'cafe requireth, by reafon of 
the fulnefs of his fatisfaGtion, the greatnefs of hispower, and dig: 
nity of his perfon, and che freenefs and indefimtenefs of his pro- | . 
mifes ? Halt thou difcovered the excellency of this pearl,cobe| -— 
worth thy felling all to buy it? Hath all this been joymed with fome} 
fenfibility ? As the conviCtions of a man that thirfteth, of the worth | 
of drink ? and not been only a change in opinion, produced by | 
reading or education, as a bare notion in the underftanding ¢ Hath . 
it proceeded to an abhorring chat fin ? I mean in the bent and pre- |: 
vailing inclination of thy will, though the flefh do attempt to re 
concile thee to it? Have both thy fin and mifery been 4 burden to 
thy foul ? and if thou couldeft not weep, yet couldeft chou hearti- 
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ly groan under the infupportable weight of both ? Haft thou re- 
nounced all thine own Righteoufnefs ? Haft thou turned thy Idols 
out of thy heart 2 So thac che Creature hath no more the fove- 
raignty ? but isnew a fervane to God and to Chrift ? Doft thou 
accept of Chrit asthy only Saviour ? and expect thy Juftification, 
Recovery, and glory from him alone ? Doft thou take him alfo 
for Lord and King ? and are his Laws the moft powerful com- 
manders of thy life and fonl ? Do they ordinarily prevail againft 
‘the commands of the fiefh, of Satan, of the greateft on earth that 
(hall councermand ? and againft the greateft incereft of thy credic, 
profit, pleafure or life? Sothat thy confcience is directly fubje& 


| 


fections ? So that though thou can{t not fove him as thou wouldeft, 


Whether thy 
Infant Bap- 
tifm will ferve 
orno, Eam 
{ure thy Infant 
Covenant will 
net now ferve 


thy curne: Bur . 


thou muft 
Adually en- 
ter Covenant 


35 . 

Matth 24. 13. 
Heb, 10, 38, 
39. 


* I {peak not 
this to the 
dark and 
clouded Cbhri- 
ftian, who 
cannot difcern 
that which is 
indeed within 
him. 


yet nothing elfe is loved fo much ? Haft thou made a hearty * Co- 
venant to this end with him ? And delivered up thy felf accor- 
dingly to him? and takelt thy felffor His and noc thine own? Is 
it thy utmoft care and watchful endeavor,that thou maift be found 


faithful in this Covenant? and though thou fall into fin,yet wouldht } 


not renounce thy bargain, nor change thy Lord, nor give up thy 
felfto any other government, for allthe world ? If this be ctuly 
thy cafe, thou art one of thefe People of God which my Text 
fpeaks of : And asfure as che Promife of God istrue, this Bleffed 


inthyown’ | Reltremaines for thee. Only fee thou abide in Chrift, and con- 
perion. tinue to the end ; For if any draw back, his foul will have no plea- 
Ohnt§.4> | fare inthem. ~ 


But if all this be contrary with thee ; or ifno fuch work be found 
within thee; butthy foulbe aftranger toall this; and thy con- 
fcience tell thee, it is none of thy cafe; The Lord have mercy on 
thy foul, and open thine eyes, and do this great work upon thee, 
fnd by his mighty. power overcome thy refiftance: For * inthe 
cafe thou art in, thereisno hope. What ever thy deceived heart 
may think, or how. {trong foever thy falfe hopes be, or though 
now.a little while thou flatcer thy foul inconfidence and fecurity ; 
Yet wile thou fhortly. finde tothy coft ( except thy through-con- 
verfion do prevent it) that thou art none of thefe people of God, 
and the Relt of the Saints belongs not tocthee. Thy dying hour 
draws neer apace and fo doth that great day of feparation , 
when God will make an everlafting difterence between his peo- 
pleand his enemies: Then wo, and for ever woto thee, if than 

7 | be 


co Chrift alone 2? Hath he the higheft room in thy heart and af- 


d on Vee ca aa 


Seti eee ee ee ee ee a a ae. 
Ps 
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be found in the ftate that thou artnowin: Thy own tongue will | _ 


then proclaim thy wo, witha thoufand times more dolor and ve- 
hemence, then mine can poffibly do it now. O that chou wert wife 
to confider this, and that chou wouldit remember chy latter end ! 
That yet while thy foul is in thy body, anda price in thy hand,and 
day light; and opportunity, and hope before thee,thine ears might 
be open to inftrudtion, and thy heare might yield co the perfwali- 


Deut, 32, 29. 


ons of God ; and thou mighteft bend all the powers of thy foul |. 


about this great work; that_fo thou mighteft Reft among his 


Peopte, and enjoy the inheritance of the Saints in Light! And 


thus I have fhewed you, who thefe People of God are. 


SECT. VII. . 


‘Nd why they are called che People of God ; you may eafily 
from what is faid, difcern the Reafons. . 
1. They arethe People whom he hath chofen to himfelf from 
eternity. - | : ; 
2. And whom Chrift hath redeemed with an abfolute intent of 
faving them ; which cannot be faid of any other. | 

3. Whom hce hath alfo renewed by the power of his grace, and 
made them in fome fore like tohimfelf, ftamping his own Image 
on them, and making them holy as he is holy. 

.| 4+» They are thofe whom he embraceth with a peculiar Love, 
and do again love him above all. 

3. They are entered inco a {trict and mutual Covenant, where- 
in it isagreed , forthe Lord to betheir God, and they tobe his 
People. | 7 

6. They arebrought into neer relation to him, evento be his 
Servants, his Sons, and the Members, and Spoufe of his Son. 

7. And faftly, They maft live with him forever, and be per- 
fetly blefled in enjoying his Love, and beholding his Glory. And 
I think thefe are Reafons fuffcient, why thty particularly fhould 
be called his People. Oo | : 


x 


$7. 
Why called 
People of 
God. 
1. By Ele@i- 
on. 
2, Special Re- 
demption. 
3. Likenefs 
to him, 
1 Per, x, 16. 
4. Mutual 
Love. 
§- Murual 
Covenanting, 


6. Neer Re. 
lations. 


7. Future Co- 
habitation, 


Yor | ‘The 


a. ee ee eee ee ee oicaas c ee —_—_ = uae 
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The Conclufion. 


AX thus I have explained co you the fubje&t of my Text, and 
Athewed you darkly, and in part, what this Reft is ; and 
briefly, who are this People of God. © that theLord would 
now open your eyes, and your hearts, to difcern, and be affeGted 
with the Glory Revealed ! That he would take off your hearts 
from thefe dunghil delights, and ravifh them with the views of 
thefe Everlafting Pleafures! That he would bring you into the 
{tate of this Holy and Heavenly People, for whom alone this Rett 
remaineth/ That you wouldexactly cry your felves by the fore- 
going Defcription; That no Soul of you, might be fo damnably 
deluded, as to take your natural or acquired parts, for the Chae 
raéters of 2 Saint / D hapey, and thrice happy you, if thefe Ser- 
mons might have fuch fuccefs with your Souls, That fo you might 
die the death of the Righteous, and your faft End might be Fue 
‘his! For this Bleffed Iffue, as I here gladly wait upen you in 
Preaching, fo wilt I alfo wait upon the Lord in Praying. 


THE 


SAINT Si} 


Everlafting 


RES 


T he Second Part. . 


| Containing ™ P iil of the Truth and 
Certain futurity of our R E S T. | 


And chat the Scripture ena that Reft tous, is 
The perfect infallible Word and Law of God. 


For the Prophefie came not in old time by the Will of man: bwt holy men’, 
of God fpake as shey Were moved by the Holy Ghoft. 2 Pet. 1.31. 


Verily I (ay unto you, till heaven and earth pafs, ome jet, or one title Iealls in 
no wife pals from the Law, till all.be fulfilled. Mat. 5.18. 


They have Mofes and the Prophets, let thems hear them. 

If they hear not Motes and the Prophets, neither Wil they be ial waded, 
thouah one rofe from the dead. Luk. 16. 29, 31. 

Ego folie iis Scripturarum fibris qui jam Canonici appellantur, didici 
hunc cumorem honoremq; deferre, uc nullum eorum authorum feri- 
bendo aliquid erraffe, firmiffimeé credam. Ang. Ep. 9. ad Hieron. 

Major cft hajus Scriprure Authoritas , quim omnis humant ingenti ESE 
_Apicacitas.  etuguft. Lis 15. fuper G. jee ad liter, 


— + oe ome - 


Pinion Prinecd by Rob. white, for 7. Unierhid, and F. Tyron, ahd are 
to be fold at the fign of the Bible in great Woodftreet, and at |, 
the three Daggers in Fleetitreet, 1640. 
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Te my. ‘deatly: beloved: Friends, 
ee _ The lnhiabitanss af 


Richard Baxter 


~ Devoteth this Partof this TREATIS&. 


[In Teftimony of his unfeigned | lover to 


them , who were@he firft,,towhomhe_ '| 
was fent (as fixed ) to publith the Gofpel.: 


And in thankfulnefs to the Divine Majefty, 
who there priviledged and protected him. 


Umbly befeeching the God of Mer 
both to fave them from tha 
piri of Pride, Separation; and Le 
vity, which hath long been work: 
‘\ing among them ,; and alf6 to awake the 
throughly from their ne ligence and fecuri 
by his late heavy judgments onthem: An 
_ Iehat as the Hames if War have confumed thei 
_|houfes, fo the sa of God may confume th 
| fi 


Pad 


— 


Gin chat xvas the caule: 


And by thofe fames' 


: everlafting flames And that their new-builec: 
|houfés ;may-have new-born Inhabitants: And’ 


OP ge, ge BS 


| Upon his Name. 


o -*« ron “7 oe age a ef : nae 
SAE T ASA a 2 th is Visa ae 


wd ne i a “as 
, ° © ss 

a 7h | i ee ae .. +d e . 2 . 

See ke @xvaetd rvO8 pw la spa wees Det 


v 4 roe 8 
r giao S1ie Ct ie 


oetsM saivicaeds op ghauiet: 
e ° ¢ 


eo an 
wt tag .f2 & Ne ere j. “y - oe 
Pe Sane re Poa” ee a es 
= e 


a ee Oe 
“Ol loo 2.2 loo 
~ \ 
5 - » - 
sie J ae ae eee { H 
! bare oss from (i503 oe tars € 3 ig ore 
: ge catoe 
oul Dak en away - 
fs = ~ we 2a. J f e ? ° 
hoes ite . Pore i valee o ee it rs 
* i ae e’,?’ = 
19.317 9dewe G1 Ulin iene 
ve a on -¢ i - ree i 
Trgoot bare agen cin: 
* Ds n f aid coating? ‘ - , 
Tas srl a) EG 


ale bagee ax) 
@eet on wal 4 ’ 


7 om 
eM ie ade Sk set a 
ee 


-“<o- oe Ee 


as 
ate ha f. 


e 


ee 7 « ° 
4.3 ree ONE: dg age OS dl 


6 


they do, nat fervently call 
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SECT. 


E are next to proceed to the confirmation - 
) a\ We DA of this Truth, which though ic may feem | Confrmalen 
\ Wa Wreeaye cccdiefs, in regard of its own clearnefs and | from oher- 
\ 3. . . Scriprures. 
| ks certainty, yet in regard of our diftance and.| "PTs: 
Pey infidelity, nothing more neceffary. Buryou pa ® 
owes will fay, fo whom will thisendeavourbeufe- | 
epee, full ? They who believe the Scriptures are | Fhe Truk 
| convinced already ; and for thofe whobe- | confirmed 
| lyouconvince them ¢ e4n/m, But fad expe- caine. 


= 7 rience 


ita en i 
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rience tels us, that chofe that believe, do believe but in part., and 

therefore Kave need pf fircherconifignmtion 3. atid Toba Bod 

hatilelt us Argimentd fificientto convince unbelievers. thém- 

felves, cor elfe howdshouldave peach to Pagans. ? Or what fhotild 
t 


'| we fay £o the greateft pate of the world, ;that acknowledg -nos¢he 
| Sceiptares ? . Doubtlels-the. Gofpel Grould' be preactit. ae 


3 


‘and though we have not the ‘gift OF mirgcles'td: convince Bie of 


che fruch, as thie Apoftlés had, yet we have arguments demonftra- 
{tive and clear, or elfe our preaching to them would be vain, wef 
having nothing left but bare-affitrhations. | 


; yeh I kave-zr¥alfon med frffcientlysdy teltimpmy of | 
serh e what Ehave aid de Iwill here bricflysadd thus gnnch |. 
moa ;/That thegeripture rH clearliatfert Bis Fath imchefe |, 


fix wayes. 


1. ee 1.. Ic affirms, That this Rett it fdre-orbained for the Saints, and 
itheSaincsto |} the Saints alfo fore-ordainéd to it. Heb 11.16. God u not afoamed 


have been pre- 
deftinace to 
this glery, 


to be called rig God, forthe hath prepared for them a Citys 1 Cor. | 

2.9. Eye hath not feen, ma ee heard, nor héart conceived what God 
bath preparet-for them that4ove him? ‘winch I conetive-muft be 
meant of thefe preparations in heaven; for thofe-en earth are 
both feen and conceived,or eHe-how-arethey enjoyed? CLat.20, 
23. To ft on Chrifte bight andJefthand-in his*Xingdom, thal be 
‘pivento them for whoarit -is prepared. And themfelves arecafled 


7 ¢ inherifanée, being predeftinated accord: 
to the purpofe of him, who worketh all thiegs after tothe coynfel 


$4 
of his own Will. Ephef.t.1t. c4nd whom he thus predeRinateth, them 
be glorifieth. Rom. 8.30. For he hatlyfram the beginning chofen 


. 


them co falvation, through fan*tification of the Spirit, and belief | 
of the truth, 2 Thef. 3.13. en wate ties oF 
> 1 | Atd'though the incentions of the ynwife and weak may be frac 
..- | fteated, and without coumfel purpofts are difappointed (Prov: rs. 
: of 22:9 yet the: thonghts of the Lord thal! furely cometogaffe, and| 
as he hath purpofed, it fhall ftand. The (oun/ei ofthe Lord ftandetlt 
for ever, and the thoughts of hisheart to all generations Thetd fore} 
| bleffed are they Whole God ts the Lord: and the people hom he harh | . 
chofen for his own inheritance. Pfal. 33.11, ¥2.° Whp- can bereave |- 
his people of that Reft which is defigned them by Gods eternall 
purpofe? : ae — 
ee ae ee ae - SECT. 
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se mn ) SRA. 2 >) 
ET Ae ae eos coe eek 


oe Cert ame ae Ee 2 
dyer SECTUIN | 


Econdly, the Scripture tels us, that this Reft is Purchafed, as' 
uJ well as Purpofed forchem.; or that they. are redeemed to this: 
Reft, Jn:what fenfe this may be faid.to-be purchafed by Chrift, 1 


a 
ge ry 
wae to. + 
t 4 
: plee 
roa bo se 


‘ ‘ 
, + ‘ 
peer ts C4 1 4 


have fhewed before,:az: Not.as-the immediatewwork of his fiffer- 


bur as a-more remote, though moft excellent fmic.; .even the ef: 
feét- of that power; which by his death he procured to himfelf. Hé 
himfelf forthe Mfering of death, was.crowsed with glory; yet 
did he not psoperty-die for hinaelf; ‘hor was that the dirédt effect 
of his death. -Serar of:'thofe Teachers who:are gone forth of late, 
do tell us,as-a prece ofthe new difcoverics, thar Chrift never pur- 
 chafed Life.and Salvatiomfor es, :‘but purchafed us to Life and:Sab 
vation*: Not underftanding thaethey affirm.andideny-the fame 
thing in {everall expreffions. What difference is there betwixt 
buying tiberty co the prifoner, and buying the prifonerto liberty ? 
berwixt buying life toa condemned thalefattor, and buying him 
‘tolife 2 Or betwixt purchafing Reconciliation to an enemy, and 
purchafing an enemy tq Retotsiliaadn 7 Bat in this laft they have 
ford adificyence, and tell ys, shat.God never was at enmity with 
man, bus man only at enmity withiGod, abditherefotenced not bé 
ireconciled ;: irectly consrary:to: Scapaure;- which tels us chat 
‘God hatethall the workers:-of iniquity, and that he is their enemy. 


called Hatred, yee it fufficeth that: there isa change in the finners: 
relation, and thac there jsfqmerhing in God which cannos better 
be ¢xprefied.or. conceived, than by.thefe. termes of enmity and has 
tred: And theenmity of the Law. againftafinner, ‘may weli be 
called the enmity of God, However, this differenceth betwixt en- 
mity in God, and enmity in.us; but not betwixt. the fenfe of tte 


foremehtioned expreffions,. So.that whether you will call ic.per- 


chafing life for us, or purchafing us co Jife, the fenfe.1s the fame, viz. 
By fatisfying the haw, gnd removing impediments, fo ‘procure us 
Title co, and Pofleffion of thisLife. —— - Be ee 


- Tt isthen by the blood of Jefus that we have entrance into the 


Holycft. Heb.10.19. Even all onrentrance.to the frsitron of God, 
both that by faith and: prayer here, and thatby full poffeffion 
‘7 A 


23 _ heréafrer. 


a 


‘| ings (which, was the payment af out debr; by fatisfying the Law) | 


And though there be no-change inGod , sor’ any: thing properly 


Paul Hobfon, 


* T confi fle 
the later is the 
more proper 
exprefiion, 
and Oftner 
ufed in the 
Scriptures, 


Exod.23.22. 
Pfal.aa s, 


i 


] - Whether that yi gimvrecoe ¢ mritoiowme in Eph y- 14, 


_{ but ail his pains and expeGation be fruftrate, or cls there remain. 
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hereafter. Therefore do the Saints fing forth his praifes, who 
th Redeemed them out of a Nation by his blood, and 
made them Kings and Prieits to Go » Kev. 5.9. 10, 


which is tracMased, the Redemption of the purchafed eb 
do prove thisor fat 5 yet I-feeno appearance of eruth in heir 
expolition ofit, who (becanfe they deny chat: falvation-ié pur.| 
chafed by Chrift ) do affirme that its Chri himfcif who és there 
called the Purchafed pofleffion. Therefore did God give his 
Son,and the Son give his life, and therefore was Chrilt lift up on 
the Grofs, as Adofes Tift up the Serpent in she Wilderne/s, that who-\ 
forver belirveth inbins Gontd wot peri, but have everlafting life; 
hed 3«:155:16i:So then I conclude, either Chrift mut “loote 
is blood and fifferings, and never fee of the travaile of his fonl, 


eth a Reft to the people of God. 


SECT. 11K 7 


© Bic! » And as this Reft is purchafed for us, foisit aifo pro- 
oS mifed tons : Asche Firmament with the Stars, fo are the 
facred pages befpangled with the frequent incermixture of thefe 
Divine engagements. Chrift hath told Us that it is his will, chat 
thofe who are given to him fhould be where he is, that they may 
behold the Glory which is given him of che Father, fobs 17.24. 
fo alfo Luke 12.32. Fear not little flock ét ts your fathers good plea- 
[ure ta give you the Kingdom. 9.2. Fear not all your enemies 


pointed unto mea Kingdoms : That Jé way cat and drink at my Table 
in my Kingdom. But becaufe I will not be tedious io the needlefs 
confirming an acknowledged truth, I refer you co the places here} 
cited, 2 L hef.t.7.Heb.4.2,3. Mat. 2§.34.8 13.43. 2 T ims.4. 
18. fam.2.5. 2 Pet. 1,11. 2Thef.t.5. e4élst4.22, Lubeb. 
20,813, 28,29, 3 Theffia.42. Aat.5.12. (Mark 10, 21, 8 12. 
25-1 Pet.1.4. Heb: 10. 34. 812.23. Colt. 5. Phil 3.20, 
3. Heb..31516. Eph. 4.90, 3 Cor. 1 j. Rev, 3, 7,13, 17,8c. 
. SEC T.{ 
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| $4 
DS thiy; Allche means of Grace, and all the workings of the 
|@. Spiric upon the foul, and all che gracious actions of the Saints, 
‘ate fo many evident Mediums to prove, that there remainetha 
Reft td the people of God. Ifit bean undenfable maxime, that 
‘Godand nature do nothing in vaine ; then is itas crue of God | 
‘and his Grace. . All thefe meansand motions, implic fome End 
‘to which they tend, or elfethey cannot be. called means, nor are | 
ithey the motions of Wifdom or Reafon. And no lower End then 
this ( Reft} can he imagined. God would never. have command- 
ed his. people to repent and beleeve, to fat and pray, to knock] 
and feek, and chat continually, totead and ftudy, to confers and 
meditate, to {trive and labor , to run and fight, and all chisto o 
pyrpofe, Nor would the Spiric of God work chem to this, and 
create inthem 2 fupernaturall power, and enablechem and excite 
them te aconftant performance; were it noc for this end where. 
to ic leadsus.. Nor could the Saints reafonably attempt fuch em- 
ployments, nor yet nndergo fo heavy fnffesings, were it nos for 
this defwrable end. But whatfoever the folly of man,might doecr- 
tainly Divine Wifdom cannot be guilty. of {erring awork fach. 
fryiziefs motions. Therefore whereever I read of uucy required, 
whesever Ifindethe Grace beftowed, I rake it as fo many pro- 
mifes of Reft. The Spirit would:never kindJe in us: fuch {tron 
defires after Heaven, nor Sicha love to Jefus Chrift, if we fhouk 
nox.receive thar which we defire and love. Fe that fees our feet 
jn the way of Peace (Lwkea.7.9.) will undoubtedly bring us.co 
the end of Pe#e. How neérly jsthe means andend conjoyned,| * mp, Bure 
* Mat. 14,12. The K. ingdom.g Heaven Sufferesh violence, and the | roxgbs thinks 
yiolent take itby force, ork Lgke 16.16.): every man preffech | this is mene 
inte, ity So that the violence apprchends: the Kingdom). Thole | fe Tes cion: 
whom he cayfech to fallow hém-in the regeneration, he will! bar rate: 
i fone provide them Thrones ofjwdgement, Azat.29. 28, | phrate confur- 


4. The means 
and atotions 
towards it do 
preve that 
there is (uch 
an end, 
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SECRV.- 


“Hfthly; SeMpetite fitreticr affares hs, thgt We Saing’s have WEE) 
i A pinnings, foretafls;, earteft, and' Seals of this Re here's And} 
weheaae feals may-not all this affure them of the (ll pollhGtod® Thevery King} 
“| dom of God is within them, Like 17.21. © They here '(abis be-]} 
| fore faid ) také icby force, They have’a beginning of chat know- | 
ledg_ which: Chrift hath ‘faid is‘ecerriall ‘life; Pobre t9ii3? T haveé |, 
| fully mignifelted thac' before, thag the Reft and Glorj-of the péo- | 
‘ple of Gud; doth’ confilt in’ their Knowing, Loying,Rejoycing, | 
and Praifing; and ail chefe are Begun (though but begun) here : 
therefore doubilefsfo-much: as we here kriow Ged ; .fo'much as 
we Love, Rejoyce and. Praife, ‘fo :much-we fave of Heaven on 
earth, fo much we-enjoy oF che'Relt 6F Souls.’ And do’ you think 
j that Goll will gtye thé Beginning; where he nevet iritehds to give 
the End? NajGod doth give his people ofcentimés, fich -fore- 
fights and foretafts of this fame Reft, chat their fpirits aré even | 
tranfpotted with it; and they conld heartly with they might be} — 
sede there. Panlis oe the third Heaven, and feerl{ 
things chat niuft not beuttered. The Saints are kepe-by the power 
| of God through faith unto that falvation, reany tobe vevaihed in the 
- | baft time, Wherein they can greatly ‘Rejoyce even in temptations : 
| 1 Pet.1.5,6. And therefore the Apoftle alu cells as, Thar thep whs 
now fee not Chrift, nor ever [aw him; yet love him, and Believing db 
Rejoyce in him, With joy unfpeakable andfull ‘f Glory :'Recetviniy Be 
| end of their faith, the falvation of their fouls, ‘Pet. 1. 8 of Obferye 


\ 


| - pee Fitlt, How Gad givés hig people this foretafting joy. Se 


Se 


s. Sadq the.. 
beginnings, . 


4 


U F 
! 


condly, How this joy is faid co # full of Glory, and therefore mutt 
needs bed beginning of the Glory’ Thirdly, How immediatly 
_ . | upon this there follows, Recetvin'g' the end of chéic Faich:the: Sak 
-+ sj vation of the font? And PaslaMo britigs in the Juftified, Repoyt- 
| ‘1. |-ing in hope of the ‘Glory of ‘God, Robs? 5. 2. And] doubt Hot 


buc fome poor Chriftians amongft is; who have'litclé ro’ baaft of 
appearing withour, have often thefe foretalts in their fouls. And’ 
do you think God will Tantalize his people ? Will he give them 
the firfk fruics,and not the crop? Doth he fhew them Glory to fet: 
‘| them a longing,and then deny chem the a@uall fruition? Or doth, 
| he lifethem up fo neer this Reft, and give them fuch rejoycings in: 

; IC, 
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it, and yet never beftow it on them? Ic cannot be. Nay doth he 
give them the .earneft of the inheritance ? Eph. 1.14. And Seal 
|chem with the Holy Spirit of promife ? Eph.1.13. And yet 
will he deny the full poffeffion? Thefe abfurdities may not be 


charged on an ordinary man,much lefs on the Faithfull and Righ- 


teons God. 


ae 


SECT. VL 


Sixt, And Laftly, The Seripture mentioneth particularly and 
by name, thofe who have entered into this Reft: As Henoch, 


| who was taken apto God. So e4braham, Lazarus, the thief that 
was crucified with Chrift,ec. And if there be a Reft for thefe, 
fure chere isa Rett for all believers, | 


§. 6. 


6. Some have 
encered it al- 
ready. 
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fii Motives’ ia iy on ak the Divine 
| Authority of Scripture. 


SECT. I.. 
$u. | 


Swe eee Hus much may fuffice where the Scripture is be- 
> lieved , to confirm the truth of che point in 
hand, viz. The certain futurity of the Saints | - 
» Ref. -And for Pagans and Infidels who believe: 
“ae not Scripture, it is befides the intention of 
fy, this difcourfe to endeavor their convi@ion. I 
am endeavouring the confolation and edifica. 
tion of Saints, and not the information and converfion of Pagans. 
‘et do I acknowledg the fubject exceeding neceffary even to the 
‘Saints them(elves : for Sathans affaults are oft made at the foun- 
dation, agd.if-ke can perfwade them to, queftion che verity of 
Setiptfre.*t they. will foon caft away their hopes of Heaven. 
i BucifI fhould here enter upon that task [to prove Scripture to 
be the infallible word of God] I fhould make too broad a di- 
reffion, and fet upon a work as larg as the maine, for whofe fake 
fhould undertake it ; Neither am{ infenfible of how great dif- 
ficulty it would prove to manage it fatisfaCtorily, and how much 
more then my ability is thereto requifite. 
. f+ Yet felt she cempted Chriftian fhould have no reliefnor any 
| A 


rgument 


~ we 


a ee al negmne a one 
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Argument at hand again{t the temptation, I thall adventure up- 
onaconfirming Argument or two : buc I fhall premife firft a 
word of entreaty to my brethren of the Miniftery, to preach this 
a lictle more to their people : And, that (not any body) but fome 
‘of the choiceft, whom. God hath efpecially furnifhed for fuch a 
cask, would be pleafed in a full Treatife co undertake it. To which 
end I give chem fome of the Reafons of my requeft: entreating 
the Lord to enable and perfwade fome of them co the work. . 

1, I defire them to confider, whether any thing yet publithed, 
beneer compleat , or {uch as che weight of the fubje& requires 2 
Whether much more may not be faid, and is * neceflary tobe 
faid, then is yee faid by any chat hath writ on this fubje%e°- 

2, Whether if Chriftians who have opportunity, do their duty, 
would it not bea fingular part of their work ro endeavour the 
* converfion of Pagans se Infidels? And (as I faid before ) 
without fome Arguments to demonftrateto them the verity of 
Scripture ; how are we furnifhed for fuch a work ? Or what 
have we to fay but naked affirmation? Yea how.can we maintain 
the credit of Chriftianity , if we were put co difpute the cafe wich 
an unbeliever ? | | _ 

3. Wherhber the affertion of fome of our Divines (that ana- 
curall man without the extraordinary ‘ Teftimony of the Spirie, 
cannot be perfwaded of the verity of Scripture, notwithftanding 
all Arguments chat can be produced) be not very derogatory to 
the. acne’ of Scripcure , and do not juftifie the world in 
their unbeliefe? for iris not their fin to deny affent to that which | 
hath not fufficient evidence. As if we confeffed co them; we have 
not Arguments to convince you, but you muftbe convinced by 
che Spiric without Arguments; asif che Spirit did not deal with 
us asrationall creatures: and did perfwade without Argament, 
and not by it! As if many wicked men did not believe the cruth 
of Scripture! Yee I confeffe ther's great difference, betwixt na- 
turatl and Spiritaa{l beliefe. 7 ee A 

4. Is net this the ground -work of the whole Fabrick of Chrifti- 
anity? Andthe very ‘ fonndation of out faith? And therefore 
faould it not be timely,and foundly laid,and frequently and clear- 
ly taught ? Oe 
ciall Faith, Do&. Preflox on Atcributés pag. §7. 4 ‘1 mean, it is nowt 
dinary fufficient means of revealing ry itt, | 
Bb 2 


5. Is 
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a Imean noe 
an abfolure 


neceffity, as if, 


what is {aid 
were not con- 
vincing. 

5 I believe 
Mr, Eliot in 


more comfort 


in bis work for 


thofe Iadians 
then we in 
England in 


our controver- | 
fies, and con- 


tentions about 
infertour 
things, . 
c By (Tetti- 


mony] I mean } 


not the cure 
of the under. 
Randings dif- 
ability , for 


. thats neceffary 


either by com~ 
TON grace to 

work acom- | 
mon Faith, ot 


by (peciall . 


grace for {pe- 
us the oncly or- 
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} 


5. Isnot Faith a rational A@ of a rational Creature? And fo 
the Underftanding proceeds difcurfively in its production? And. 
is not that the {trongeft Faich.which hath che ftrongeft Reafons to 


Religie omnis 
Chriftiana per 


Apoftoios tya- 


oe fe | prove the Teftimony to be valid upon which it-refteth, and che 
feripra Pro. \cleareft apprehenfion and ufe of thofe Reafons? And the crueft 
phetaram & | Faith which hath che trueft Reafons traly apprehended and ufed ? 
ries And muft not that on the contrary be a weak or falfe faith which 


receives the Verity and Validity of the Teftimony from weak or 
falfe Grounds, though the Teftimony of it felf be the crueft in the 
world 2 Our Divines ufe to fay -concerning love to Chrift, chat ie 
isnot to. be meafured by the degree of Fervor, fo muchas by the 
Grounds and Motives: fothacifa man fhould love Chrift upon 
the fame Reafons asa Turk loves Mahomet, it were no true love: | 
ifhe love him upon falfe grounds, ic muft needs bea falfe love ; 
and if upon common grounds, it cao be but a common love. And 
is it not then as clear, that to believe in Jefus Chrift upon che |- 
grounds that a Zerkbelieves in ALzhomet, or to believe Scripture 
upon the fame reafons that the Zxrk believes the e-4icoran, is no 
true Faith ? Suppofing that both have the like verity of their 
Reafons. | 

6. Isthe generality of Chriftians able to give any better then 
fome fuch common reafon to prove the verity of ra 2 Nay, 
are the more exercifed, Underftanding fore of Chriftians able by 
found Arguments to make it good, ifan Enemy, or a Temptation 
put them to it ? Nay, are the ordinary fort of Miniftersin Exgland 
able to do this ? Let them that have tried, judg. 

7. Can the Superftructure be firm where the Foundation is 
Sandy ? And can our Affcétions and AGtionsbe found and ftrong, 
when our belief of Scripture is unfound or infirm ? Sure thts Faith 
will have influence into all. For my own part, Itake it to be the 
greatelt caufe of coldnefs in Duty, weaknefs in Graces, boldnefs 
in Sinning, and unwillingnefs to die, cs. that our Faith is either 
unfound or infirm in this point. Few Chriftians among us for 
ought I finde, have any better thes. the Popifh smplicit faith in 
See this more | this point; nor any better Arguments then the Papifts haveto 
fully in Dr. | prove Scripture the Word of God. They have received it by 
Profton om the | Tradition ; godly Minifters and Chriftians cell them fo ; ic is im- 
a ea é2_ \Pious to doubt of it, and therefore they believe it. And this worm 
? - - 32 \Iving-at the root, caufeth the languifhing and decay of the whole : 
yet 


Surlive Con- 

tra Bellarm. 

de Monach, 
ag.¥%. 

See Dr. Fath 

fen of Saving 

Faith, Seéz.2. 


CAP. %pag.343, 
Cle y a 
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yet isit ufually undifcerned,for the root lieth fecret under ground : 
But I am apt to judg, that though the moft complain of their un- 
certainty of falvation, through want of affurance of their own 
Intereft, and of the weaknefs ef the applying A& of Faith, yet the 
greater caufe of all their forrows, and that which fhakes the 
whole building, is the weaknefs of their faith about the cruth of 
Scripture, though perhaps the other be more perceived, and this 
taken notice of by few. There may be great weaknefs and un- 
foundnels of belief, where yet no doubtings are perceived to ftir. 
Therefore though we could perfwade people to believe never fo 
confidently, that Scripture ts the very Word of God, andyet 
teach them no more reafon why they fhould believe this then any 
other book to be that Word; as it will prove in them no right way 
of believing , fo isit in us no right way of teaching. } 
8. There is many aone who feels his faith fhake here, who ne- 
ver difcoversit ; To doubt of our Evidences, is taken for no great 
difgrace, and therefore men more freely profefs fuch doubts; nay, 
anf fome perhaps who are not much troubled with them, becaufe 
they would be thought tobe humble Chriftians. But to queftion 
the eruth of Scripture is a reproachful Blalphemy, and therefore all 
thac are guilty here fpeak not their doubts. oe a 
g. Isnot the greateft battery by all fort of enemies, efpecially 
made againft this Foundation ? The firft place that the * Papitt 
affaults you, in is here, How know you the Scripture to be the 
Word of God? The Seekers (who are the Jefuits By- blows, 
though they yet know not their own father) will accoaft yeu 
wigh the like queftign ; How know youthat your Scripture and 
your Miniflery-isof God? The Familifts and Libertines do fpit 
cheir venom here: And fome Chriftians by experience are able 
to teltife that Satans temptations are moft violent here ; Yea, 


177 
Yet we ac- 
knowledg ie 
belongs to the 
Churchy firft, 
To be a Wit- 
nefs and 
Keeper of the 
Scriptures : 
fecondly, To 
judg and dif= 
cern berwixt 
Scriptures - 
which are true 
and genuine, 
and which are 
falfe and fup- 


: pofititious or 


Apocryphal : 


thirdly, To 


divulge and 


eacH the 
criptures : 
fourthly, To 
expound and 
interpret them. 
Dr. whit ake’, 
De Satya ferip- 
tura® .3 contr. 
1.Cap.2- pag. 
203 ,204- 
* I would fain 


know of any 


Papift, why | 
their Church © 
believes the 
Scripture to 
be the Word 


and our own carnal deluded Reafon is apteft of ail co {tumble! of God = If 


here. | ee Laicty 
They talk ofa Toleration of all Religions, and fome defire that ae 


the' Jews may haye free commerce amongft us : it will then be 


the Church, and this Church be the Pope 
Clergy believe it on their Authority, 


authcrity of 


and his Clergy, then it folowech that the Pope and 
As Pareus in [bemat. Secwlari Xv. Et quia Papa felus 


vel cums pralatis eff Ecclefa,ideo Papa prelati Scripturis credumt propter ferpfos: laigos volutt cre- , 

dere Scripturis proptey Papam & prelates. a Stcut in Polonia ubs non fe olum preecs recitant mula & 

criminofa contra Chriftianes (9°, corum magifiratus contenentes, fed etiam & ansdalter & fise om" 

Chr iflianerum metn imprimunt quacung; voluntynt teftatur Buxtorfus Synagoge Judaice.c.s p.¥7 0. | 
ume 


| | 3 ale ——— 


_ = 


_| nary Profeffors of our Time, who are of weak judgments, and 
fiery fpisits ; look to it, how they will ftand in fuch affaules ; leaft, 


t Pet, 3,29. 


| advance their confident hopes of Reft. For my felf, if my faith in 


b As Graferus 


when he faw 
his lees begin 
to {well with a 
Dropfie, faid, 
Euge Deo fit 
laus & gloria, 
qued jam mea 
infet liber atio 
& borula gra- 
tiffima, Melch, 
Adam. in vita 
raferi, 


{ am that che {trengthening of our faich inthe verity of Scripeure 


~— ">a 
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time For us, I think, to be well armed at this point. Let the ordi- 


as now, when they cannot anfwer a Separatift, they yield to him, 
and when they cannot anfwer an Antinomian, they turn Antino- 
mians ; fothen, when they can much lefs anfwer the fabtil Argu- 
ments of a Jew again{ft Chrift and the Gofpel, they fhould as eafi- 
ly curn Jews, and deny Chrift, and the verity of the Gofpel. 

The Libertines among us think it neceffary that we fhould have 
fuch a Teleration to difcover the unfound, who hold their faich 
upon Tradition and. Cuftome: I am no more of their mindes in | 
this, then of his, who would havea fair Virgin to lyé with him, 
and try his Chafticy, and make its victory more honorable: But if 
we mult needs have fuch a triall, its time to look to the grounds of 
our belief, that we may be ready to give a reafon of our] | 
Hope. my | | 

10. However, thoughI were miftaken in all this, yet certain I 


would be an exceeding helpto the joy of the Saints, and would 


this point had no imperfection, if I did as verily believe the Glory 
to come, as I do believe that the Sun will rife again when‘it is fer ; 
O, how would it raife my defires and my joyes? what hafte fhould: 
I make ? how ferious (hould I be ? how fhouldI trample on thefe 
earthly vanities, and even forget the things below ? How reftlefs 
(hould I be till I were affured of this Reft ? and chen how reftlefs 
till 1did poffefs ic ? How thould J delight in che thought of death, 
and my heart leap at the tidings of its approach ? How ° glad 
thould Ibe.of the bodies decaies ? to feel my prifon moulder to 
duft ? Surely this would be the frit of a perfec belief of che 
truth of the Promife of our eternal Reft. Which though it cannot 
be here expected, yet fhould we ufe the moft ftrengthening means, 
and prefs on till we had attained. 
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SECT. II. 


Hus much I have purpofely fpoken,asto ftir up Chriftiansto 
took to their faith, fo ds ie ty to provoke fome choife fer- 

vant of Chrift,among the multitudes of Books that are written, to 
beftow their labors on this moft needful Subje&: and all Minifters 
| to preach it more frequently andclearly to their people.Some think 

_| it is Faiths honor to be a3 credulous as may be, and the weaker are 
the rational grounds, the ftronger is the faith; and therefore we 
mutt believe and not difpute. Indeed when its once known tobe a 
Divine Teftimony, then the moft credulons foul is the beft ; Bur 
when the donbe is, whether it be the Teftimony of God or no? a | 
man may eafily be over-credulous ; Elfe why are we bid believe | 
not every fpirit, but try them whether they be of God or not? } 
And how fhould the falfe Chrifts, and falfe Prophets be known, [ 
who would deceive, were it poffible, the very Elect? co be given 
up of God-to believe a lye, is one of the forelt of Gods Judg- | 
ments. 
| Some think, the onely way to deal with fuch ces#ptations to 

Blafphemy, isto caft them away, and not to difpute them. And I 
think the direction is very good, fo it be ufed with fome diftinction 
and caution. The Rule holds good againtft reall Blafphemy,known 
to be fuch; but if che perfon know it not, how fhall he make ufe 
of chis Role againft ic ? Further, itis fuppofed, that he who knows 
| it ve be Blafphemy,hach Arguments whereby to prove it fuck; elfe 
how deta he know it? Therefore here lyes the fin; when a man 
is by fufficient evidence convinced, (or at leaft hath. Evidence fuf- 
ficient for conviGtion ) that it isa Divine Teftimony, and yee 4s full 
cherithing doubts, or hearkning to temptations-Wwhich may feed: 
chofe doubts: when aman (like Balaans) will take no anfwer. 
But he who will cherefore caft away all deubes,. before he hath |... 
Areuments fafficient againit ha or conld ever prove the thing | ° - 
in Queftion, he doth indeed cult 


Impias argue 
mentationes fi 
ratio refutare 
10m poffst, fides 
wridere debet, 
que ratioctna- 
theues cvertit, 
CF in captivi- 
tatem redigit 
ayimem intc lic. 
Chinn in Chrifee | 
obfequtism, 
Avgulk i 


a 


afide the temptation, bat nor | 
| overcome it, and may cupectit fhould (hortly return agains tts) 
a methodicall cure which prevents a-relapfe. Such a neglecter. of | 
temptations may be in the right, andqqy.as well bein the wrong, 
but however, it isnot rightco him, becdafe not rightly believed. 
Faith alwayes implies‘a Teftimony, andthe knowledg oe A - 
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"| numin Exer | cothe neceflary Antecedents of Faith, 
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ee Ae a eee A Aime a Ee ee 
the matrer and Author of that Teftimony : Divine Faich hath ever 
« Thouch | 2 Divine* Teftimony, and fuppofech che knowledg of the matter 
3 ae ; 
fomeexcend | (when the Faith is particular) but always of the Author of that 
belief fo far as | Teftiniony. As implicitce Faith inGod, that is, a believing that 
rocontound | af is crue which he ceftifiech, though we feeno reafon for it from 
te wich OPE | the evidence of the matter, this is neceffary to every true Believer: 
Aasura ad | bucto believe implicitly, chat the Teftimony is Divine, or chat. 
m;tvia,ab | Scripture is the Word of God, thisis not to believe God, but to 


wculo ad vf refolve our faith inco fome humane Teftimony ; evento lay our} 
Cit, aul 


ae foundation upon che fand where all will fall at che nexe af- 
a fulcm non fauie | ; i ~ 
viel Confee : j 

a Its ftrange to confider, how we all abhor that piece of Popery, 


as moft injurious to God of all the reft, which refolves our-faith 
into the Authority ofthe Church : And yet that we do for the ge- 
nerality of profeffors content onr felves with the famekinde of 
: faith ! Onely with this difference : The Papifts believe Scripture 
a Sequor té | tobe the Word of God, becaufe their Church faith fo : * and we, | 
non quo duéity | hecaufe our Church, or our Leaders fay fo. Yea, and many. Mini- 
fed quo trabisy |. : 
inquit Scali- | nilters never yet gave their people betrer grounds ; but rell them. 
ger ad Carda~ | (which is tr) that it is damnable to deny it, but help them not 


cit, Ifany think that chefe words tend to the (haking of mens faith, 

Tanfwer : Firft, Onely of that which will fall of it felf: Secondly, 

peices And that it may in time be buile again more ftrongly : Thirdly, 
€ tae 


Here Or at leaft that the found may be furer fetled. * Its to be under- 
i hin te | food that many a thonfatid do profefs Chriftianity, and zealoufly 
Dr. Lachfon of | hate the enemies thereof upon the fame grounds, to the fame ends, 
Saving Faith, | and from the fame inward corrupt principles, as the fews did hate 
pag.146.147- | and kill Chrift: It is the Religion of the Countrey, where every 
Sry ae man is reproached that believes otherwife ; chey were born and 
mons ofthe | Drought up in this belief, and it hath increafed in them upon the 
Sincerity of | like occafions : Had they been born and bred in the Religion of 
Love to Clrift. | Adahomet, they would have becen as zealous for him : The diffe- 
rence betwixt him and a AZabometan is more, that he lives where: 
better Laws and Religion dwell, then chat he hath more know- 

ledg or foundnefs of apprehenfion. | ; 
Yet would I not drive into canflefs doubtings the foul of any crue 
Believer, or make them believe their faith is unfound, becaufe it is 
not fo {trong as fome others ; ThereforeI add, fome may perhaps 


have 
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have ground for their beliefe, though they are not able to ex- 
prefleit by argumentation ;.and may have Arguments in their 

{heartsco perfwade themfeWwes ,‘ though they have none in their 
mouths to perfwade anotlier : yea and chofe Arguments in them- 
felves aay be folid and convincing. Some may be ftrengthened | . 
by fome one found Argument,and yet be ignorant of all-the reft, 
without overthrowing the eruth of their Faith. Some alfomay|, | . 

{have weaker apprehenfions of the Divine authority of *Scripture, f = pas 6. 
then others, and as weaker grounds for their Faith, foaleffe |; Jehabet. a 
degree of affent ; Andyecchat affent may befiricere and faving, | Credo perfect 

{ fo it have thefe two qualifications. Firft, If the Arguments which fide quod ome 
we have for believing the Scripture, be in chemfelves more fuffici- | 7#4#7qKe 
ent toconvince efits truth, then any Arguments of the enemies of Hseigrl hie 
Scripture, can be to perfwade amanof the contrary: And do | fueruat,ocritas 
accordingly difcover tous , ahigh degree at leaft.of probabilie | facera ft. 
ty. Secondly, And ifbeing thus far convinced , it prevailes with | O4vss autem 
us to chufe this as the onely way of life, andto adventure our perce ea 
fouls upon this way, denying all other , and adhering (though to | ‘ox seta pein 
the loffe of eftate and life) co the Truth of Chrift chus weakly | de uta bedier- 
aaa This (1 think) God will accept as a true Be-. hid in 
iefe. eo ; | i ormehseP iad 

Bue though fuch a faith may ferveto falvation, yet when the lehthies fae. 

Chriftian fhouldufeit for hisconfolation, he will finde it much | jee Meh tre 

faile him : even as leggs or arnfs of the weak or lame, which when | dita fc. vid. 

aman fhould ufe them, do faile him according to the degrees of | Buxtorf. sy- 

their weaknefs or lamenefs: fo much doubting as there remaines of | "ets Th 

the. Truth of the word,or fo much weaknefs as there is in our be- fog. 4 3 

lieving, or fo much darknefs or uncertainty as there isintheevi-}° 

dence which perfwades us to believe; fo much will be wanting to 

our Love, Defires, Labors, Adventures , and efpecially to our 

joyes, 7 

Therefore I think it a to fpeak a lietle (and but 2 little) 

to fortifie the believer againftxemprations , and co confirme his 

faith in the certain Truth of that Scripture which containes che 

promifes of his Reft. . : ' 
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7 ftantiall , and lefs neceffary part , as Genealogies, Succefftons, 


; - oe Cae oe 
entre ci 


SEC, I. 
ZANd here it is neceffary that we firt diftin: 


Lf we 3 guith » betwixt. The. fubje&t matter of 
f//, >» Scripture, or the dorine which ‘it con- | 


et tod 


. 


7 


WY ijl 
? 4% 


¥ m, tains; 2. And the words ‘or writings con- 
iW Hat ym» taining or expreffing this. doctrine. The one 
é a oh M e e 
Y/ laser @ 's asthe blood, the other as the veins in 
rp alas Gey, which ijruns, Secondly, We nintt diftinguith 
betwixt.1, the, fubftanciall and fundamental! pare of Scripture- 


doétrine, without which there is n6 @lvation, and 2.. the circum- 


Chronology,c+e. Thirdly, Of the fabfantiall. fundamentall part 
1. Some may be known and proyed:.even without Scripeure, as 
bejng writcen in nature it felf ; 2. fome can be known. onely. by 
the affenr of Faith to Divine Revelation. Fousthly, Of-this la 
fort, 1, fome thiggs are above Reafow (as.it is without Divine Re: 
velation) both in refpect of their Probability, exiftence and fir | 
curity: 2. othersmay be knowa.by meer Reafon,without Divine 
Teltimony, in regard of their Pofitbility and Probability - but not | 
a ah of their exiftence orfammrity, 
_-*Fifthly, Again matter of Dodtrine mult be diftinguifhed from 
matter of fad. 

Sixthly, Matter of factis cither 1. fuch as God produceth in an 
Ordinary way : or2. extrordinary and miraculous, Seventhly, 
Hiftory and Phophefie muft be diftinguithed. Eighthly, We muft 


diftin. 
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diftinguith alfo the books and writings themfelves : 1. between 
the maine fcope and thofe parts which exprefs the chief contents, 
and 2. particular words and phrafes, noc expreffing any fub- 
ftantialls. Ninthly, Alfo its one queftion 1. whether there be a 
certain number of books, which are Canonicall, or of Divine Au- 
thority ? and 2. another queftion, what number there is of thefe> 
and which particular books they are? Tenthly, The dire expreffe 
| fenfe,muft be diftinguifhed from that which is only implyed or | 
confequentiall. Eleventhly, We muft diftinguilh Revelation un- | 
writen from that which is writen..- Twelfthly, and -Laftly We 
muft ct that Scriprure which was fpoke oc writen by 
God immediatly, from that which was-fpoke or writ inmednhy 
by man,and but mediatly by God. And of this lat fore 1, Some 
.{ of the inftruments or. penmen are known: 2. Some not known, Of 
thofe known 1,Some that {poke much in Scripture,were bad men: 
3- otherswere godly. Andof thefe fome were 1. More eminent. 
and extraordinary as Prophetsand Apoitles, 2. Others,were per. 
fons moreinferiourandordinary. st : 
Again, as we mut. diftinguith of Scripture, and Divine Tefti-} - . 
mony, fo mnft we alfo diftinguifh the apprehenfion or Faith by 
which we do receive if, Soe ee Ge pha ene = 
1,. There is a Divine Faith, when we take thé, Teftimony. to be 
Gods own, and fo believe the thing teltified as upon Gids word. 
Secondly, There is a Human Fatth, when we believe it meerly 
upon che credit of man. | te ee 
a. Faich iseither firft, implicit, when we believe the thing is 
true. though we underftand not what itis, of econdly, explicic, 
when we believe,and underftand what we believe. Both thefe are: 
again Divine or humane wg 2, te, 
3. Icis one thing to believe as Probable, another thing to be- 
lieve it ascertain. © | | ee 
,4.: Its one thing to believe it to be true conditionally,another 
to believe it abfolucely. "sys. eh ergy te ae eee | a 
5 We muft diftingui(h betwpiss. she bare, alfent, of che under. 
ftanding tothe truth of aa Axiome ; wher itis only filenced by 
force of Argument (which will be ftronger or weaker-as the Ar- 
gument feemeth more or Jeffe demanitrative) and (aoa that) 
deep apprehenfion and firme affent which proceedeth Hong awell). . 
fabluhed, conemed Faish backed hy BEBCHEMEE. 1 ts vos Mal 
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6. Its one thing to affentto the truth of the Axiome, another 
to tafte and chufe the good contained init, which is the work of 
the Will. . 7 | 


SECT, IL. 


$ > i | | | 
+ F He Ufe I thall make of thefe diftin@ions, isto open the way 
Le hie to thefe following Pofitions, which will refolve the greac | 


being a Meta. | Queftions on foot, How far the belief of the Written Werd is of 
hor isto be | neceffity co falvation ? and Whether it be the foundation of our 
anitheddi- | faith? And whether this foundation have been always the fame? 

(pace clll fr | Pof. 1. The Obje& of belief Js the Wil of Gedreveated ; ora 
"| Divine Teftimony ; where two things are abfolutely neceffary ; 

a Ad bene effe firft, The Matter : fecondly, The Revelation, 2..All this Revealed | ° 
cb fidei perfe- | Willis neceffary *to the compleating of our faich; ° and it is our 
Eienem. duty to believe it. But itsonely the fubftance and tenor of the 
b Neceffitate -/Covenants, and the things neceflarily fuppofed to the knowing 
er and keeping of the Covenant of Grace, which are of abfolute ne- 
ceffiry co the beeing of Faith, and co Salvation.’ A man may be 
faved though he fhould not believe many things , which yet he's 
bound by God to believe. 3. Yet. this muft be onely through 
ignorance of the Divinenefs of the Teltimony : For a flat unbelief 
of the {malleft truth, when we know the Teftimony to be of God, 

will not ftand with the beeing of true Faith, nor with Salvation. |. 

For Reafon layes this ground. (That God can fpeak nothing bne 
¢ Truth] and Faith proceeds upon that fuppoficion. 4.This Doctrine 
fo abfolurely neceffary hath not been ever from the beginning 
the fame, but hath differed according to the different Covenants 
and Adminiftrations, That Do@rine whichis now fo neceflary, 
was not fo. before the Fall:: And that which is fo neceffary 
fince the coming of Chrift, was not fo before his coming. Then 
they might be faved in believing in the Meffiahto come of the 
feed of David.: but now its of neceffity co believe, that this Jefus 
| the Son of AZary is He, and that we look not foranother. 1 prove 
it thus. That which is not revealed can be no obje& for Faith, 
much lefg fo neceflary : Bue Chrift was not Revealed before the 

Fall ; nor this Jefus Revealed to be He before hiscoming, gree 
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fore thefe were not of necefficy to be believed, or (as fome Me~ . 
taphorically fpeak) they were then no fundamental! Do&rines. 
Perhaps alfo fome things will be found of abfolute neceffity to us, |- 
which are not fo to Indians and Turks. 5.God hath made this 
fubftance of Scripture-Do@trine to be thus neceffary * primarily | , Primerio & 
and forit {elf. 6. That it be revealed is alfo of abfolute neceffity; | prepecr fe 
but fecondarily, and for the Do@trines fake, as a means without Secundario @ 
which Believing is neither poffible nor a duty. And though i dala 
where there is no Revelation, Faith is not neceffary asa duty; yet | | 
itmay beneceffary (I think) as a-means, that is, our natural mi- 
fery may be fuck ascan no other way-be cured (but this con- 
cerns not us that have heard of Chrift). 7. Nature, Creatures, 
and Providence, are no fufficient. Revelation of thistenor of the | é 
Covenants. 8. It isneceffary not onely that this Doétrine be Re- , 
vealed, bue alfo chat it be Reveated with.Grounds or Argaments 
rationally fafficienc to evince the verity of the Doctrine or ‘the | 
Divinenefs of the Teftimony, that fromit we may. conclude the - 
former. 9. The Revelation of Truth is to be confidered in re- | 
‘| fpe€t of the firft inamedjate delivery from God, or fecondly, in 
refpeCtof che way of its coming down tous. It is delivered by | 
God immediatly either by writing, (as the two Tables) or by in- | 
forming. Angels(who may be his Meflengers) or by infpiring fome 
choife particular men ; So that few in the world have received it |. 
from God at the firft hand. 10. The only ways of Revelation that 
(for ought I know) are now left,are Scripture and Tradition: For | 
| though God hath not tied him(elf from Revelations by the Spirit; 
yet lro.hath.ceafed them, and perfected his Scripture Revelations ; |’ 
fo that the Spirit onely Réveales what is Revealed already in the 
Word; by illuminating us to underftand it. 11. The more iny |' 
mediate the Revelation, ceterss paribus, the more fuse : and the }, 
more facceffion of hands it paffeth through, the more nncertain, | 
efpecially in mater of Doftrine. 12. When we receive from men 
by Tradition the Do@trine of God as in the Words of God, there | 
is lefs danger of corruption, then when they deliver us that Do- | - 
Grine in their own words, becanfe here taking liberty to vary the} 
expreffions,ic will reprefent the Trath more uncertainly and in. 
more various fhapes. 13. ‘Therefore hath God been pleafed when | _ 
he ceafed 1 iate Revelation, to jeave his Will writcenin 2:|._ 
form of wordss which thould be his {tanding Law, and.a Ruie to) 
ery: 
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try all other mens exprefftons by. 14. In all the forementioned 
refpedts therefore the written Word doth excell the unwritter 
Tradition of the fame Do@rine. 15. Yet unwritten Tradition, 
or any fure way of Revealing this Doétrine, may fuffice to fave 
him’who thereby isbronghe cobelieve. Asifthere bé any among 
the Abaffines of Ethiopia, the (oplies in Egypt, ot elfewhere that 

| have the fubftance of the Covenants delivered them by unwritten 
Tradition, or by other Writings, ifhereby they come to befieve, 
they hall be faved. For fo the Promife of the Gofpet runs, giving 
falvation to all that believe, by what means foever they were 
broughr to it.The like may be faid of true Relievers in thofe parts 
‘of che Church of Rome, where the Scripture is wholly hid from the 
vulgar (ifthere be any fuch.parts.) 16. Yet where the written 
Word is wanting, falvation muft needs be more difficule and more 
rare, and Faich more feeble, and mens converfations worfe or- 
dered, becaufe they want that clearer Revelation, thae-furer Rule 
of Faith and: Life, which might make: che way of falvacion more 
eafie. 17. When Tradition arifeth no higher, orcometh sy la 
ly but from this written Word, and not from the verbal Teftimo- 
‘nies of the Apoftles before the Word was written, there’ that 
‘Tradition is but the preaching of the Word, and not a diftine 
way of Revealing. 18. Such is moft of che Tradition (for ought I 
‘can learn) that is now afoot inthe world, for matter of Doctrine, 
ibut not for mattes of fact. 17. Therefore the Scriptures are not 
onely neceffary to the well beeing of the Church, and to the 
ftrengch of Faith, bue ordinarily ] tothe very beeing of Faith 
and ‘Churches.20.Not that the prefent Poffeifion of Scripture is of 
abfolure neceffity co the prefent becing of a Church : not that it is 
fo: abfolute neceffary to every mans falvation,that he read or knew 
this Scripture himfelf : Buc that ic either be ac prefent, or have 
been formerly in the Church: that fome knowing it, may teach it 
0 others, isof abfolute neceffity to moft perfons and Churches , 
and neceffary.to the well-beeing of all. :21. Though negative un-! 
belief of the authority of ‘Scripture may ftand with falvation, | 
yet :pofttive and univerfal (I think) cannot. Or, though Tradition | 
may. fave where Scripture is noc known, yet he that reads or | 
hears the Scripture, and will not believe it to be’ the Tcftimony of . 
(God, (I thik ) cannot be faved, becaufe this is now the cleareft | 
and fireft Revelation ; And he that will aot delieve it, wil aaa 
es: lefs 
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lefs believe a Revelation more uncertain and obfcure. 22. Though 
all Scripture be of Divine Authority, yee he that belteveth bue 
fome one. Book, which containeth the fubftance of the DoArine 
of falvation,may be faved : much more they that have doubted bue 
of fome particulars Books. 23, They that take the Scripture to be 
bur the Writings of godly honeft men,and fo co be only ameansof 
making known Chrift,having a gtadual precedency to the Writings 
| of other godly men; and do believe in Chrift upon thofe ftrong 
grounds which are drawn from his Dottrine,Miracles,¢c, rather |- 
then upon. the Teftimony of the Writing,as being purely infallible 
and Divine,may yet have a Divine and faving faith. 34.Much more 
thofe that believe the whole Writing to be of Divine infpiratian 
where it handleth the fabftance, buc doubt whether God infallibly 
guided them in every circumftance. 25. And yet more thofe that 
believe chat the Spirit did guide the Writers to Trath, both in 
Snbftance and Circumftance, bac doubt whether he guided 
them in Orthography; or whether their Pens were as perfectly 
‘guided astheir minds? 26. And yet more: may thefehave faving 


chat were (poken by-rhe mouth of Chait, and ther thefe thad 
were fpoken. by Angels, 32, The. Cireumftantials arc maby: of 


them 
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them fo Divine, as yet they have in them fomerhing Humane, as 
_| the bringing of Pas/s Cloak and Parchmencs, and (as it feems) 
his counfel about Marriage, ec. 33. Much more is there fome- 
thing Humane in the Method and Phrafe, which is not fo immedi- 
atly Divine asthe Doctrine, 34. Yet is there nothing finfully Ha- 
mane, and therefore nothing falfe in all. 35. Bug an innocent im- 
perfetion there isin che Method and Phrafe, which if we deny, 
we mutt renounce moft of our Logick and Rhetorick. 36. Yet was 
| this imperfect way (at that time, allchings confidered ) the ficteft 
way to divulge the Gofpel: That is the beft Language which is beft 
fuiced to the Hearers, and not that which is beft {imply init felf, | 
and fuppofeth that underftanding in the Hearers which they have 
not. Therefore it was Wifdom and Mercy to fit the Scripture to 
the capacity. of all : Yet will ic not therefore follow that all 
Preachers at all cimes fhould as much negle& Definition, Diftinéti- 
on, Syllogifme, ec.-as Scripture doth. 37. Some Doétrinal paf- 
fages in Scripture are onely Hiftorically relaced, and therefore the 
relating them is no aflerting them for cruth; and therefore thofe 
fentences may be falfe, and yet not the Scripture falfe : yea, fome 
falfhoods are written by way of reproving them, as Gebezies Lye; 
Sauls Excufe, exc. 38. Every Doctrine that is thus related onely 
Hiftorically, is therefore of doubtful credit, becaufe ic isnot a 
Divine affertion (except Chrift himfelf were the Speaker :) and 
therefore it isto be tried by the reft of the Scripture. 39. Where 
ordinary men were the Speakers, thecredit of fuch Doétrines.is 
the more doubrful, andyet much more when the Speakers were 
wicked : of che former fort are the Speeches of fobs friends, and 
divers others:of the later fort are the Speeches of the Pharifees, cc. 
and perhaps Gamaliels counfel, ei. 5.34, 40. Yer where God 
doth ceftifie his Infpiration, or Approbation, the Dotrine is of 
Divine Authority, though the Speaker be wicked: Asin Balaams 
A fatto ad jus | Prophefie. 41. The like may be faid of matter of Fa@ ; for it is 
ad licitum vel | not either neceflary or fawful to fpeak fuch words, or do fuch 
pega a, | actions meerly becaufe men in Scripture dd fo {peak or do, no, 
| not though they were the beft Saints; for cheir own fpeeches or 
aGions are to be judged by the Law, and therefore are no part of 
the Law themfelves. And as they are evil where they crofs che 
Law (as Jofepbs {wearing, the Ancients Polygamy, ec.) fo are 
they doubtful where cheir congruence with the Law is doubtfal. 
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42. But here is one moft obfervable exception, (conducing much 
to refolve the great doubt, whether Examples binde? ) Where 
men are defigned by God to fuch an Office, aiid a& by Commifii- 
on,and with a promife of Diredtion,their Do@rines are of Divine 
Authority, though we finde not where God did di@ate, and their 
A¢tions done by that Commiffion are currant did — fo 
far as they are intended or performed for. Example, and fo Exam- 
ple may be equivalence to a Law, and the Argument, a fatto ad jus, 
may hold. So Aofer being appointed tothe forming of the old 
Church and, Commonwealth of the Pews, co the building of the 
Tabernacle, ec. his Precepts and Examples in thefe ‘works, | © 
(though we could not. finde his particular: direCtion) are to be | 
caken as. Divine.So alfo the Apoftles having Commiffion to Forni 
and Order the Gofpel.Churches, their Doétrine and Examples 
therein, are by their general Commiffion warranted, . and their | 
pra@ice in-ftablifhing the Lords Day, in fetling the Officers:and 
Orders of Churches, -are to us.as Laws, ({titl binding with thofe 
limitations as Pofitives onely , which-give way.to greater: ) 
43. The ground of this Polision is, becaufeic is inconfidtent with 
the Wifdom and Faithfalnefs of God; to fend:men toa work, and 
promife to be with chem, and yet to forfake them, and foffer them 
co err in the building of chat Houfe, which maft indure till the end 
of the world, 44. Yet if any of thefe:Commiffioners do err in 
their own particular converlations, or in matters without the ex: 
cent of their Commiffion, this may confift with the faithfulnefs of 
God ; God hath noc promifed them infallibificy and perfedtion ; 
the difgrace is their own.: but if chey-fhould.mi(carry in. that 
wherein they are fent to be a rule to others, che Church would 
then have an imperfeét Rale, and the difhonor wonld redound to 
God.. 45. Yet I finde not thar ever God authorized any meere 
man to.be a Lawgiver to the Church in Subftantials, but onely to 
deliver the Laws which he had given,to Interpret them, and to de- 
termine. Circumftantials not:.by him determined. 46. Where 
God owneth mens Do@rines and Examples by Miracles; they are. 
co be taken as infallibly Divine: much more when Commifiron, 
Promife, and Miracles do concur, which confirmeth the Apoftles 
Examples for currant. 47.So that ifany of the Kings or Prophets, 
had given Laws, and formed the Church as AZofes, they had not 
been binding, becaufe without the on oe : or if any | 
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other Minifter of che Gofpel (hall by Word or AGion arrogate an 
Apoftolical ‘priviledg. 48. There is ao verity about God, or 
the chief happinefs’ of man written in Nagure, but itis co be 
found 'writcen-in Scriptures. 49. So thar the fame thing may in 
thefe feveral refpedts; . be che objet both of Knowledg and of| 
. | Faith. go. ‘The Stripture being fo perfedt a Eranieri pt of the law 
| of Nature or Reafon, is:much:. more:to be credited. i its fupeena| 
cucal Revelations, 51. The-prebabilicy-of moft things, and the | 
pofibility of ali chings contained in che Scriptures, may wellbe| | 
difcemgd by Reafon 1c. felf) which makes their Exiftence or Furn- 
rityake mode aafic to be believed... 52. Yut before this Exiftence 
or Fnowity:of ‘any thihg beyond the reach of Reafon can be 
found|ly bati¢ved; che Teltimosty: mult be known to be truly Di- 
ving. 53. Yet xbetief of Scriptute Dodtrine as probable, doth 
ulvally go beforea belief of ceroainty, and is a good preparative 
therema... 941 The dire .-exprets fenfe, mult be’ believed di 
redtiy and gbfolntcly, as infallible, and the confoqutrices (where 
they:may bacteaely. and tertainly vaised :) bute where there is 
danger of ‘erring ‘in raifing confequences, the affent can be bee 
weak sed: condieional. 55. AConfequence raifed from Scrip. 
tnne being bo part of the immediaré: fenfe, ‘cannot be.callod any 
part of Scripture: $62: Where one: ofthe -premifes is in Nature, 
and the Locher only. ao Sccipmre, there the Conclifon is snixc, 
parthy:kmowh, and: partly believed. a 
thofe prenults, is known; but-chat it isa Truth, is, as faid, appre- 
headed by amixt AG. Such és, 2 Chriftians concluding himfelf co 
-_ | be-juftified and: fanGiified; er. 57. Where through weaknefs we] 
are onabie tO -difcern.the Gonfequences, there.is enough inthe 
exprefsdire® fenterfor falvation, :5 8. Where the fenfe ienot-un- 
ftood, vhere-thebelicf: canbe but implicic.. 59. Where the fenfe 
is'partly naderftood, but with fome doubting, the Beliefican be 
but conditionally -explicit : that is,we believe it, ifit be the fenfe 
ofthe Word. Ge. Fundamentals :muft be believed. Explicitly and 
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IT be firft Argument to a hy Seip i to be | 
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SECT. III. v1 


ae sel _Aving thus fhewed you in what fene i eSerip- 
an (ey ules are the word af God, dnd. how fartobe| ~~ 
believed, and what is the excellency, neceffit 
fel 1% 2nd authority of them; I fhall now adde 
BA) Wg threcorfowr Atguments.to fielp your Faith, 
Se which Ihope will not onely prove them to be| 
Divine Teftimony to the fubftance of DoGrine}| 

(chough that be a ufefall work againft our unbelief) but alfe 
ehac they are the very written Laws of God, and a perivct Rule 
of Faith and duty. “My Arguments. fhall be but few, becaufel|} — 
handteir but on che by;.and thee Sach as I finde litcle of id others | _ 
ie leaft I fhould waft time in doing what is done to my 

nds 

1. Thofe writings and that Doétrine which were confirmed by | a 
many & real * Miracles,muft needs be of God, and confequently, ' peas o 
linguapum dinddrun fuiffe& exty aor dinevium, ct a folis Apoftélis (peculiaré prevelegia-d date .a 


Cbrifto) confers’ folitua certe certins eft, ere contr. Bellar. de Baprifmes rd 44 3-. 
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of undoubted Truth ! But the books and Do@rine of Canonical! 
Scripture were fo copfirmed: Therefore, ¢éc. | : | 
|. Againft the major propofition nothing of any moment can be 
{aid : Fories a’ Truth apparent enough tonature, that none but 
|Sod can «work real Miracles, or at leat none but thofe whom he 
‘doth efpecially enable thereto. And itis as manifett, chat the 
Righteous and Faithfull God will not give this power for a feal 
to any falfhood or deceit. | 
The ufuall Obje@ions are thefe. Firft, Antichrift fhal!-come 
with lying wonders, ' : 


e-Inf/w. They are no true* Miracles, As they are Wesile Jiud,, | 
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* Futennt mi. 
yacula ut brygn 
Cine atqne 
Precones qui. 
bus Evangeli- 
Km commend s~ 
biter. Vre. 
niin Lex Mos 
| comp uribus 
“ivaculis in 
monte Sina cp 
er defcrtum 

| 4uthoritatem 
fbi conciliavit. 
que poflea de- 
fiterunt cum 


may be wonders, but not Miracles.. | | 
Objett.2, God may enable falfe. Prophets to work Miracles 


tumefi; egdem 
ratione mira. 
CRIA AUNE Ques 
que fublata 
Sunt, cum E- 


Obje. But however, Miracles will no more Prove Chrift to be 
the Son of God; then they will preve Mofes,Elias, or Elifbato 
bethe Son of God : for they wrought Miracles as well as Chrift. 

“nfw. Miracles are Gods feal, not to extoll the perfon chat: 
is inftrumenta!] » hor for his glory : but co extolf God, and 
for his own Glory. God doth not entruft any creature with this 
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atreft to their own greatnefs, but to the truth of their Teftimony 
concerning Chrift. Whatfoever any man affirmesto me, an 
works areal Miracle ‘to confirme it, I mult needs cake my felf 

‘| bound. to believe him. 
Objeét. But what if fome one fhould work miracles to confirme | ~ 
a Dodtrine contrary to Scripture ? Would you believe it ? Doth 
not Pawl fay, if an Angel from Heaven teach any other Gofpel, 
lec him be accarfed ? | | 
Anfw. Tam fure God will never give any falfec eacher the 
‘| power of confirming his Dottrine by Miracles : elfe God tho uld 
fubfcribe his name to contradi@tions, The appearance of an 
Angel is no Miracle, though a wonder. sy * — 
Secondly, But the maine affaile I know will be made, againft 
the Minor propofition ofthe Argument, and fo efit queftion will 
be de fatto, whether ever fuch Miracles were wrought or no? I 
(hail grant that we muft noc here argue circularly, to prove the 
‘Doétrine to be of God by the miracles, and.then the miracles to |. 
have been wrought by the Divine Teftimony of the Dodtrine, 
jand fo round. Bur yet co ufe the Feftimony of the Hiftory of 
Scripture, asa humane Teftimony of the matter of fa4,is no cir- 
colar arguing. ° - | 7 i 


SECT. Il vlad 
Oward the confirmation of the Minor, therefore I {hall firft | , Pofition 
- A Say thefe grounds. 1, That there is fo much certainty in fome | — 
Humane Teltimony, that may exclude all doubting , or caufe of 
doubting ; or there is fome Teflimony immediately Humane, 
which yet may truly be faid to be Divine. 2. That fnch Teltimo- | | poftion, 
ny we have of the * Miracles mentioned in Scripture. If thefe two | © Fides bumia- 
be cleared, the Minor will ftand firme, and the maine work here | a non babet 
willbe done. Firft,I will therefore thew you that there is fach | /x# silva 
a certainty in fome Humane Teftimony. Both experience and safalibileer 2 
Reafon will confirme this. Firft, 1 would defire any rationall  quamvis fit 
man cto telf me,.-Whether he chat never was at London, at} fides bumana 
Paris,or at Rome,may not bécertaine by a Humane faith, that | que moraliter 
there are fuch Cities ? Formy own part, Ithink it ascertaine co | /eamendo cr; 


- ° : d ! i- 
me,nay more certaine then that which I fee: and I fhould fodner | ;,,, . ss 


ut quod Roma fit, quod Indi fint, @c. Amef, in difput, de hdei divin. veritate, Theft 3. 
| Dd 3 ~ qneltion-; 


ee 
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ueftion my ow’ fight alotre,then the eyes and credit of fo many 
“ionlands infuch a cafe. And I thinke the Scepticks Arguments 
again{t che certainty of fenfe, tobe as {trong as any that canbe 
brought againft the certainty of fuch a Tefltimony. Is it not 
fomewhat more then probable, think you, tothe multitudes 
‘that never faw either Pasliament or King, that yet there is fuch 
an Affembly and fuch a perfon ? May we not be fully certaime 
that chere was fuch 4 perfon as King Fames, as Queen Elizabeth, 
as-Queen Atary,&c. herein Exgdand ? Yeathac thete was lucha 
than a6 sili the a eee & May we noc be certaine allo 
chat he conquered England? With nvany other of his sions? 
| The like may be faid of Pahins Cafcr, of Alexander the Great, 
>. + TS, Suréchofe that charge all Aumane Teltimony with uneertain- 
—“{ ty, do hold cheir lands chtn upon-anuncertaine tenure. Second 
lysle may be proved alfo by reafoh.For if 5. che firft voftifiers may | 
infallibly; know it,and.3.-alfo by an infallible meats teanfinit it t0 | 
pofterity, and 3. have mo iricent to deceive,then cher Teftimeny | 
4 may bean infallible Teftimony. Burall thefe three may be eafily 
|‘proved (I had thoughe to have laid down here the Rules by which 
|-acertame Humane Teftimony may be difcetned from/an tfcer. 
‘| taine, but you may eafily gather them from what I fhalllay down |. 
for the confirmation of thefe three Pofitions.) For the firft,L fup- 
| pofe none will queftion, whether the firft teftifiers might infalliby 
know tue truth of what they teftifie? If they fhould, lee chem 
confider, Firft, Ificbe not matter of Dotrine (much feffe ab- 
{teufe and difficult points) bue only matter of fat, chen ies be. 
yorid doubr ic may be cettainly kaown. Secondly, If it be chofe 
alfo who did fee and hear,and handle, who do teftifie it. Thirdly, 
If their fenfes were found and perfect, within reach of the objeé, 
and having no deceiving medium. Fourthly, ‘Which may bedif- 
cerned 3. If the witndfles be a thulcitude, for then ie may be 
known they are not blind or.deaf, except:'they had been culled 
out of fome Hofpitalls : efpecially when all prefene do both’. 
fee andheac them 2. When the ching is done openly im the day- 
light. 3. Whenitis done frequently, and ncerathand : for 
then there would be full opportunity to difcover any deceit. So 
that in thefe eafes it is doubrlefs, tenfe is infallible, and confe-. 
quently thofe that fee and hear are moft certaine witnefies. 
2. Next let us fee, whether we may be ceriaine that any Tefti- 
cae | mony 
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ee, 
| mony is fncere, without a purpofe to decetye us. And I take thar | 
| for undoubted in the following cafes. 1. Where the party is of 
ingenuity and honefty, 2. And it is apparent he drives on no de- 
figne of his own, nor cannot expect any advantage in the world, 
[| 3. Nay of his Teltimony will certainly undo bim in the world, 
and prove the overthrow of his eafe, honour, eftace and life. 
5 And ific be a multitude that. do cius ceftifie, how can they do it | 
with an intent to deceive? 6. And if their feverall Tcftimonies do- 
agree, 7-And if the very enemies deny not this matter of fact, but 
| only refer ic to other caufes; then these is no peffibility of deceit 
(as I thall further anon evince when J apply it ro che Queftion.) | 
Thirdly, VVe are to prove, chat there are infallible means of 
tranfmitting fuch Teftimony down te pofterity, without deprave | 
ing any thing fub{tantiall. And then ic well remaine an undeaubt. 
ced ecuch, that these is a full ceetaingy-in fome humane Teftimony, 
and. that to poftericy aa remote diftance.. Now this tradicion is 
infalliblein chefe cafes. 1. Ifit he (asbeforefad) in matter of 
fact only, which che meanelt underftandings aye capable of ap 
penne. 2. Ificbe alfo about the fubitance ofations, and 
not every {mallciccumftanee, 3.,And allo if thofé Adions were | 
famous in.theit times, and of great note and wonder in the | 
-| world, and fuch as were the caufe of geblike and. emisent altera- 
tions. 4. If it be delivered dowa‘tn writing and. ner only by. 
word of mouth, where the change of fpecoh might alrerche fenfe 
Jofthe matter. 5. 1f che Records be publike, where che very 
enemies may fee them : yea publifhed of purpofe by Heralds and 
Arbaffadors , that the world may take notice af rhem. .6. If 
they are men-of gceateft honefty in alt Ages, whe haye boch kepc 
and divulged 'thefe Records. 7. Andiif therchave bacnalfoa] . 
‘1 multitude of ehefe. 8. And this mulciqude of feverall countries, 
where they could never {6 much as. meet_to agree upon any de- 
ceiving councells : much leffe all accord in.fuch a defign : andNeft 
ofallbe able to manageit with fecrecy. 9. If alfo rhe after | , 
Pprefervers and divulgers of thefe records couldhavesno more felf- 7 
advancing ends, then the firft teftifiers. 10. Nay if cheirdivulg. | 
ing and attefting thefe records did utterly ruinate in che world, 
their ftates and lives, aswell asic did che firftceftifiers, 1. Tf 
| there be fuch a difperfing of the copies of thefe records.all over 
the world, chat the cancelling and abolifhing them 5s pio a 
. 1Di€e 
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offible. 13. If the very hiftories of the enemies do never af- 
rme any univerfall abolifhing and confuming of them. 13. If 


| all chefe difperfed copies through the world,do perfe@tly agree in 


* 14ftin Martyr 
telleth 7ryphorn 
in his Dia. 
logue, of the 
wickednefs of 
the Jewes, that 
they fenc our 
into all parts 
of the world 
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mtan to per- 
{wade Ae o° 
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they were A- 
theifts and 


would abolith 
the Deity, and 
thas they were 


convi@ of | 


grofs impiety. 


And yet this 
mifchieveus 


induftry of the 


{ Jews did noe 
prevail. 


every thing materiall. 14. If it were a matter of fuch moment.in 
the judgement of the prefervers,neither to add nor diminifh, chat 
they thoughe their eternall Salvation did lye upon ic. 15. If 
the hiftories of their enemies do generally mention their attefting 
thefe recordsto che loffe of cheir lives; and that fucceffively in 
every age. 16. If thefe records and atteftations are yet vilible to 
the world;and that in fuch a form as none could counterfeit.17. If 
the enemies: that lived neer or in thofe times when che things 
were done, do 1. write nothing again{t them of any moment, 
2. but oppofe them with fire and ford in ftead of Argument, 
3. nay if they acknowledge the fa&@, but deny the caufe * only. 
18. And ifall the enemies were incompetent witneffes, 1. wit- 
neffing to the Negative, of which they could have no certain- | 
ty, 2. and carryed on with apparent malice and prejudice, 3. and 
having all worldly advantages attending their caufe, 4. and being 
generally men unconfcionable and impious. 19. If all chefe ene- | 
mies having all thefe worldly advantages, could neither by Argu- 
ments nor Violence, hinder people from: believing thefe famous 
and palpable matters of fa&, inthe very age wherein they were 
done, when the truth or falfhood might moft eafily be difcovered, 
but that the generality of beholders were forced to affent. 30. If 
multitudes of the moft ingenuous and violent enemies, have in 
every age from the very acting of thefe things to this day, been 
forced to yield, and turned as zealous defenders of thefe records 
and cheir doftrine, as ever they were oppofers of them before. | 
21. If all thefe Converts do confefle upon their coming in, | 
chat ic was ignorance,or prejudice, or worldly refpects that made 
them oppofe fo much before. 28, Ifalli the powers of the world, 
that can burn the bodies of the witneffes, that can overthrow 
Kingdoms,and change their Laws,could never yet reverfe or abol- 
ifh thefe Records. 23. Nay if fome notable judgement inal! 
ages, have befallen the moft eminent oppoiers thereof. 24, And 
Laftly, if facceffions of wonders (though not Miracles as the firft,) 
have in all ages accompanied the’ atteftation of theie records. J 
fay, if all thefe twenty four particulars do concurre, or moft of 
thefe, I leave it tothe judgement of any man of underftanding, 
: Whether 
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- |Whecher there be not an infallible way of tran{mitting matter of 

Fa to pofterity ? And confequently, whether there be not more 

- [then a probability, even a full certainty in fuch a humane Tefti-| 
[monye — re = 


SECT, III. 


2. Te fecond thing now which I am to manifelk, is, Thar we | | 
have fuch a Teftimony of the Miracles, which confirmed| — $- 3- 
the Do@rine and Writings of the Bible. 2 | 
And here I muft run over the three foregoing Particulars again, 
and thew you; firft, That the witneffes: of Scripture-Miracles, 
could, and did infallibly know che Truth which chey teltified ; 
fecondly, That they had no intent co deceive che world ; and 
thirdly, That it hath been brought down to Pofterity by a way fo 
infallible, chat there remains no doube, whether our Records are 


Maxton of 
be eafily difcerned. Secondly, The Apoftles and orhers who bear, ee reflifice 
Lionem primiti- 
va Ecclefe 


| que fiit tem. 
pore Apoftalo- 
1 x48 32, [ater 


ut very oft, of feveral kindes, by feveral perfons, even Prophets, | p-ime Ecclefie 
: ee - \tefli ficationem 

acceperdt: 3. Ht inter te(fifcasionem prafeutia Mcelafia de Sprigturd-LQwe exies ex nunc oft G antea 

Suit Ecclefa, f pore jae tapimonia cor ums gai aceperant cr moverént téfuificationem prime. 
Kecleha de Germanis {criptis, credunns ei, ut te fi probantl Tue dia: Men autem babet potefatem 
| flatuendi aut decernendi aliquid de ibvis fatiis cxjus nen poffet certa documenta cx teftificatione 
primitive Excle fe proferre. Chemnttius Exah. Com. Trideniia, adil 86. | 
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: and Chrift himfelf and his Apoftles in many Generations; fo that | 
Quifquis ad. | if there had been any deceit, ic might have been-eafily difcovered. 
me | i “t) Seventhly, and laftly, Ie was inthe midit of vigilant and fubtil 
a ae enemies, who were able and ready enongh to have evinced che 

‘ . | deceit. : —— a 
ae Sothat it remains certain, That the firlt Eye- witneffes them- 
do cyedente_—_| felves were not deceived. 
noncredit. Dr. | 4, Lec us next confider, whether it be not alfo as certaia that 
sr as arr, | they never intended the deceiving of the world ? 

1. pag. cee. "| Birft, Ic is evident chat they were neither fools nor knaves, but 
bie men of ingenuity, and extraordinary Honefty: There needs no 
more to prove this then theirown Writings, fo full ofenmity 
againft all kinde of vitioufnefs, fo full of confcientious zeal, and 
heavenly affeGtions : Yet isthis their Honefty alfo attelted by their 
enemies ; fare the very remnants of Natural Honefty area Divine 
-off-fpring, and do produce alfo certain effets according to their 
ftrength and nature: God hath planted and continued them 
in man, for the ufe of focieties, and common converfe ; for if all 
Honefty were gone, one man could not believe another, and fo} 
could not converfe together. But now fupernatural extraordinary 
_ | Honefty will produce its effe more certainly: If three hundred, 

| or three 'thoufand honeft godly men thonid fay, they faw fuch 
| chings-with their eyes, he ts very incredulous that would not be- 
leve it. 2. It isapparent that neither Prophets, Apoftles, nor. 
Difciples in Atcefting thefe things could drive on any defigns of 
their own. Did they feek either Honor, or :Eafe, or Profits, or 
_ | worldly Delights 2 Did their Mafter give them any hopes of 
| chefe? or did they fee any: probability of their attaining it 2 or 
did they fee any of their fellows attain it before them? 3. Nay, 
wasit not a certain way to cheir rnine in the world 2 Did not 
their Mafter tell them when he fent them out, That they thould 
be perfecuted ofall for his fake and the Gofpels ? Did they not 
finde it true, and therefore expec. the like themfelves? Psd 
knew that in every City Bonds and Afflitions did abide him. and 
they lay it down as a granted Rule, That he that will live ged 
in ChriftJefns, muft [uffer perfecution, Now I would fain know, 
whether a mans Self, his State, his Liberty, his Life, be not na- 
turally fo néer and dear to all, that chey would be loath to throw 
. + |d£ away, meerly to deceive and cofenthe world? All that I know 
can 
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can be objected, is, That they might doit out of a defire to be 
admired in the world for their godlinefs and their fuffering. 
cInfw. Firlt, Go fee were you «an finde thoufands, or mil- 
lions of men that will caft away their lives to be talked of. Second- 
ly, Did they not on the contrary renounce their own Honor and 
Efteem,and call chemfelves Vile and Miferable Sinners, and fpeak 
worfe of themfelves then the moft impious wretch will do, and ex- 
toll nothing but God and his Son Jefus? Thirdly, Did not their Ma= 
fter foretell them,that chey fhonld be fo far from getting credit by 
_| his Service, that they thoufd be hated ofall men, and their names 
| caft out as evil doers ? Did they nor fee him {pit upon, and hanged 
on a Crofs among theeves before their eyes, fome of them? Did 
they not finde by experience, that their way was every where 
{poken againft? And the reproach of the Crofs of Chrift was the 
great ftumbling block to the world? And could-men poffibly chufe 
fuch a way for Vainglory ? I am petfwaded it is one great reafon, | H 
why Chrift would have the firft Witneffes of the Gofpel co fuffer meats 
fo much,to confirm their Teftimony to future Ages, chat the world | oo ean a 


; : on tothe (e- 
may fee that they intended not to deceive them. 5. Confideralfo | versal Hifto. 

-| what a multitude thefe Witneffes were: How could fo many thou- ieg an nat | 
(Die, a 


fand of feveral Countreys lay the plot to deceive the world? They 
were not onely thoufands that believed the Gofpel, but chou- 
fands that faw the Miracles of Chrift, and many Cities and Coun- 
tries that faw the Miracles of the Apoftles. 6. And the Teftimony 
ofall doth fo pundtually accord, chat the feeming contradi@ion in 
fome {mailer circumftances, doth but thew their fimplicity, and 
fineerity and their agreement in the main.* 7 And laftly, The very 
enemtes-acknowledg this matter of Fa; onely they alcribe it to 
other caufes. They could not deny the Miracies that were wrought: 
Even to this day the 7ews acknowledg much of the works of 
Chrift, but flanderoufly father them upon the power of the Devil, 
or upon the force of the name of God fewed in Chrifts thigh, and 
fuch like ridiculous Stories they have: even the Turks confels much 
of the miracles of Chrift, and believe him tobe a great Prophet, 
though they are profeft enemies to the Chriftian name. | 
So that J think by all this it is certain, That the firft Witneffes of 
the Miracles of Chrikt and his Apoftles, as chey were not deceived 
themfelves, fo neither had they any intent to deceive the | 4 com/ervata 
world, — ae —_ extitiffe, 
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3. We are next to thew you, that the ‘way that this Telti- 


|way. For, a 
| Firlt, Confider, it isof matter of Fa: (for the Doétrine we 


| rine attefted.) 2. They were the fubftances of the actions that 


‘Conntries, and Rulers were turned Chriftians. And may not the 


| cords of Bartels, ef Sieges, and of Succeffions of Princes among: 
_| che Heathens before the coming of Chrift, and of che great alce- 


ng. ‘|> Record inthe very words of che ficit VVitneffes in VVintmg, 


| moft eminent Piety andHonefty. The fame Teftimony which I pave 
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mony hath come down to us, is a certain and undeceiveable 


are not now mentioning, except de facto, that this wasthe Do- 


they chiefly related, and chat we are now enquiriag after che cer- 
tainty of. Though men may miftake in the Cirqumftances of the} - 
fight at fuch a place, or fuch a place, yet thac there were fuch fights 
we may certainly know. Or though they may miftake in fmaller 
actions, circumftances or qualifications of Henry the eight, of 
William the Conqueror, cc: yet that there were fuch men we may 
certainly know. Now che thing we enquire after, is, Wherher 
fach Miracles were wrought orno ? 3. They were* Actions then 
famous through the world, and made great alterations in States : 
They turned che world upfide down; Cities were converted, 


Records in eminent A@ions be cértain? VVe have certain Re- 


rations in our own State for a very long time. 4. Ic was a former 


which hath been delivered to us, and not onely an unwritten. 
Teftimony ; fo that mens various Conceivings, or Expreffions 
could make no alteration. 5. Thefe Records which we call the 
Scripture, have ‘been kept publikely in all thefe Ages; fo chatthe. 
moft negligent enemy might have taken notice of tts depravation. : 
Yea, God made it the office of his Minifters to pubhih it what- 
ever cameof it to all the world, and pronounced a wo to chem if: 
they Preach not thisGofpel; which Preaching was both the di- 
vulging ofthe Dofrine and Miracles of Chrift, and allont of 
thefe authentick Records; And how then is it poffible, chere: 
fhonld be ah aniverfal depravation, and that even in thenarration. 
of the matters of Fact, ‘when all Nations-almoft, in all che Ages: 
fince the Original “of the Hiftory, have had thefe Heralds, who: 
have proclaimed ito the death. 6. And itismoft apparent thac 
the Keepers and Publifhers of thefe Records, have been men of 


before for to prove the honefty of the firt Witneffes, will prove 
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theirs, thoughin a lower degree : A good man, but a-Chriftia 9. 
was the CharaGter given them by their very foes. 7. They have: 


every Countrey under heaven. And let any man cell me, Howall 
thefe, or the chief of thefe could poffibly meet, to confule about 
the depraving of the Hiftory of the Scriprare? And whether it were 
poffible if fach a multitude were fo ridiculonfly dithonelt, yer chat 
they could carry on fuch a vatn‘defign with fecrecy and fuccefs? 
g. Alfothe after divulgers of the Miracles of the.Gofpel, con!d 
have no more felf-advancing ends fora long time then the firft 
Witnefles. 10. Nay, itruined them in the world, as it did the firft; 
So that fet any man judg, whether there be any poffiblity, that fo 
many millions of fo many Nations fhould ruinate themfelves, and 
give their bodies to be burned, meerly to deprave thofe Scriptures 
which they do profefs. 11. Confid@ alfo when this facred Hiftory 
was fo difperfed over the world whether the cancelling and extir- 
pacion of it were not a thing impoffible,efpecially by thofe means 
chat were attempted. 12. Nay, There is no Hiftory of the Enemies 
thag doth mention any univerfal abolition or depravation of thefe 
Records: * When was the time, and where was the place, that 
all che Bibles inthe world were gathered cogether, and confumed 
with fire, or corrupted with Forgery ? Indeed 7xtize thought by 
‘prohibiting the Schools of Learning to the children of Chriftians, 
to have extirpated Chrittianity, but Chwift did quickly firft extir- 
patehim. 13. Allthe Copies of thofe facred Writings do yet 
accord (in all chings material) which are fonnd through tke 
werld, And confider then ifthey had been depraved, whether 
multitudes of Copies, which had efcaped that depravation, would 
hot by their diverfity or contradiction have bewrayed the reft ? 
14. It was a matter of fuch ahainons quality, both bythe fen- 
cence of the Law, and m the Confciences of rhe Prefervers and 
Divulgers of it, forto add or diminifh the feaft citle, that they 


been a multitude, almoft innumerable. 8. And chefe of almoft! | 
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long, with a 
skin of a 
dark evlour, 
which being 
pulled of, che 
grain bad a 
tafte fome- 
what fharp 
andhot: I 
tafted it, and 
kept fome of 
it long, which 
fell on the 
Leads of the 
‘Church, and 
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thoughe it deferved eternall damnation. And I refer i1tto any 
man of reafon, whether fo many thoufands of men through the 
world, could poffibly venture upon eternal torment, as well as 
upon temporal death, and allthisto deceive others by depraving 
the Laws which they look to be judged by ; or che Hiftory of thofe | 
Miracles which were the grounds of their Faith ? Is not thecon- 
trary fomewhat more then probable ? 15. Furthermore, The. 
Hiftories of che Enemies do frequently mention that chefe Scrip- 
tures have been {till maintained tothe flames. Though they revile 
the Chriftians, yet they report this cheir atreftation, which proves 
the conftant fucceffion thereof, and the faithful delivery of 
Chriftianity, and its Records to us. It would be but labourin 
vain, to heap up here the feveral reports of Pagan Hiltorians, of 
the numbers‘of Chriftians, their obftinacy in their Religion, their 
Calamities and Torments.16.@efe Records,and their Acteftations 
are yet vilible over the world, and that in fuch a form as cannor 
poffioly be counterfeit. Is it not enough to put me out of doubr, 
whether Homer ever wrote his Iliads, or Demojthenes his Orati- 
ons, or Virgil and Ovéd cheic feveral Works, or, Ariffotle his 
Volums of fo many che Sciences, when I fee and read thefe Books 
yet extant ; and when I finde them fuch, thatI chink can hardly 
now be counterfeited, no nor imitated? but if they could, who 
would have been at chat. exceffive pains, as to have {pent his life 
in compiling fuch Books, chat he might deceive the world, and 
make men believe they were the Works of Ariffotle, Ovid? Ge. 
would not any man rather have taken the honor co himfelf; fo 
here che cafe is alike : Yea, thefe Scriptures though they have lefs 
of Arts and Sciences, yet are incomparably more difficult to have 
been counterfeited then the other ; I mean before the firlt Copies 
were drawn. I would here ftand to thew che utter impoffibilicy 
ofany mans forging thefe VVritings, but chat lincend to make 
up in a peculiar Argument. | 

17. V Vhether any Enemy hath wich weight of Argument con- 
fured che Chriftian Caufe? VVhether when they have undertaken 
it, it hath not been onely anarguing the * improbability, or af- 


of che Minifters Houle in Bridgesorth, where I preached the Gofpel. Tiberius upon a Letter from 


,Pitate of the Miraches, Death, and Refurre&tion of Chrift, did move inthe Senate to proclaime 
Ahim vo be Ged, but they refuled, becaufethe motion was nat frit frem themfelves, but che Bm- 
did abide in his epinien fill, Egefip. Anacephaleof. Wherefore Tertullian bids them, Go 


in your Regifters, and the Ads of your Senate, in Apolog aaa atalas ir: “4, 
5 
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figning the Miracles to other caufes, or an oppofing the Do@trine | 
delivered by the Chriftians, racher then thefe miraculous actions 
in qaeltion? I leave thofe to judg who have read their VVritings. 
Yea, whether their common Arguments have not been Fire and | . 
Sword ? 18. It isan eafie matter yet to prove, that the enemies 
of Scripture have beeen incompetent VVitnefles :Firft, Being mén 
that were not prefent, or had not the opportunity to be fo well 
acquainted with the A@tions of Chrift, of che Prophets and 
Apoftles, as themfelves and others that do atceft them.. Se- 
| condly, Being men of apparent malice, and poffeffed with much 
prejudice againft the perfons and things which they oppofe. This 
| Emighte eafily and fully prove if Icould ftand upon it. Thirdly, 
They had all worldly advantages attending their Caufe, which] 
they were all to lofe, with life ic felf, if chey ha@ appeared. 
for Chrift. Fourthly, They.were generally men of no great Con- 
‘| {Cience, nor Moral Honelty, and moft of them of moft fenfual and 
vitious converfation, This appears by their own Writings, both] | 
Doétrinal and Hiftorical. What fenfual Interpretations of the. 
Law, did the very ftrict Se& of the Pharifees make ? Whatflefaly |. 
Laws have the followers of (Mahomet ? VVhat Vices did the | 
Laws of the Heathens tolerate ? Yea what foul errors are in the 
Ethicks of their moft rigid Moralifts ? And you may be fure chat 
their lives were far worfe then their Laws: And indeed their 
own Hiftories do acknowledg as much ; To fave methe labor of 
mentioning them , Read Dr. Hackwels Apology on that Subje&. 
Sure fuch men are imcomperent Witneffes in any caufe between | . 
man and man, and woald fo be judged at any impartial Judicature. | 
And indeed, how isit poffible that they fhould be much better,; 
when they have no Laws that reach them either what true Bapph 3 
nefs is, or what is che way and means to attain it ? Fifthly, Befides 
allthis, their Teftimony was onely of che Negative, and that in 
cafesasitcouldnetbevalid~ - a 

19. Confider alfo, chat all the Adverfaries: of thefe Miracles. 
and Relations, could not with all their Arguments or violence 
hinder thoufands from believing them, in the very time and 
Countrey where they were done? bac that they who did behold 
them, did generally affent,at leaft to the matter of Fact:So that we 
may fay with e4u/tin, Etther they were Miracles, or not: If they |: 
Were, why do you not believe? If they were not, garter 
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* Julian when 
he {cornech 
Chrift, doth 
acknowledg 

his Mira- 
cles. What 
(faith he) hath 
this Je(us done | 
worthy of me. 


in all his life ? 
Save that ke 
cured a few 
blinde and 
lame, and de- 
livered fome 
es volte 
thac efled 
them,¢re. . 
The — thar 
appeared at 
Ctrifts birch 
is mentioned 
by Pliny lib 2. 
cap.2§. 30do 
divers others, 
as Ovigen re. 
pers, Cont. 
Celfism. 
Herods killing 
the children is 
mentioned in 
Augufus taunt 
[ had racher 

( faith he ) 
be Herods 
Swine then his 
Son, becaule 
he killed a fon 
of his own a- 
mong the reft, 
Macr ob. San 
tural. 
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greateft Miracle of all, chat fo many thoufands (even of the be- 


holders) thould be fo blinde, as to believe things that never were, 
efpecially in thofe very times when it was che eafielt matter in the 
world co have difproved fuch falfhoods, If chere thould goa Re- 
port now of a manat Losdon, That fhould raife che Dead, cure 
the Blinde, the Deaf, the Sick, che Poflefled ; feed thoufands with 
five Loaves, ec. And that a multitude of his Followers fhould do 
che like, and chat a great many times over and over, and that in 
the feveral parts of the Land, in the prefence of Crouds, and 
thoufands of people: I pray you judg, whether it were not the 
eafieft matter in the world co difprove this ifie were falfe? And 
whether if were poffible chat whole Countries And Cities fhould 


believe it? Nay, whether the eafinefs and certainty of difproving |. 


it, would hot bring chem all into extreameft contempt? Two 
things will be here objected: Firft, That chen the Adverfaries not 
believing, will be as {trong againft ic, as the Difciples believing 


is for it. Anfwer, Read what is faid before of che Adverfaries in- 


competency, and it may {fatisfie to this. * Secondly, And confider 
alfo that the generality of the Adverfaries did believe the matcer 
of Fact, which is all chat we are now enquiring after. The recicall 
here of thofe multitudes of Teftimonies that might be produced 
from Antiquity, is a work that my f{teeight time doth prohibic ; 
but is done by others far more able. Onely that wellknown paf- 
fage in fofephus I will here fecdowa. In the time.of Tiberias there 
was one Jefus, a wife man (at leaft if he was to be called aman ) 
who was a worker of great Miracles, anda teacher of fach who 
love thetruth, andhad many, as well Jews as Gentiles who elave 
unto him. This was Chrift. And when Pilate upon his being ae 

cufed by the chief men of our Nation,had fenteaced him to be cru- 
cified, yet did not they who had ficlt loved him forfake him: For 

he appeared co them che third day alive again, according to what 
the Prophets Divinely infpired, had foretold concerning him ; as 
they had done an innumeralilé number of very ftrange things be- 

fides. And even tothis day, both the namé¢ and fort of perfons 
called Chriftians, fo named from him, do remain. Thus far fofeplorss 
a few by Nation, and Religion, who wrote this. about cighty {ix 
years afcer Chrift, and fourreen years before the death of St. Zebe ; 
Himfelf being born about five or (tx years after Chrift. 7 

” 20. Confider al fo how that every Age hath afforded multitudes 


ene Ls eee 2 


e 
ae Ce 


~~. 


EEE 


i “il — 
: ails 


The Saints everlafting Ref. | 205 


Sa aN 
of‘ VVitneffes, who before were moft bitter and violent enemies; 
And divers of thefe men of note for Learning and place in the cou ete 
world. How mad was Saud againft the Truth? Surely it could be | nln Sha 
no favour to the Caufe, nor over-much credulity chat caufed fuch | tilt as the Re 
men to.witnefs to the death, the truth of that for which they had ; vanselifts do. 
rfecuted others to the death but a little before. Nor could eee 
childith Fables, or common flying Tales have fo mightily wrought ae 
with men of Learning and Underftanding. (For ane fuch were “hrifts death 
Chriftiansin all Ages ) a1. Nay, obferve buc the Confeffions of | is acknow- 
thefe Adverfaries, when they came to believe : How generally ledged by 
and ingenuoufly at acknowledg their former ignorance and ' Phlegan in lib. 
prejudice to bave been the céuke of their unbelief, a2, Con-' fe cai 
fider alfo how unable all the enemies of the CGofpel have | Tormenters 
been to abolith thefe facred Records. They could burn the fearch their 
Wictnefles by thoufands, bue yet they couldnever either hinder data 
their fucceffion, or extinguifh thefe Teftimonies. 23. Nay, the molt ary ee egS 
eminent Adverfaries have had the moft eminent ruine : As Antio- | that im Pilates 
chu, Herod, ?xliae with multitudes more : This ftone having faln | time the light 
upon them hath ground them to powder. 24 It were not difficult alain 
‘| here to collect from unqueftioned Authors, a conftanr fucceffion rie hind 
of VVonders (at leaft) to have in feveral Ages accompanied the Sanwas dark: 
Atteftation of this Trnth: and notable judgments that have be- | n¢d while 
faln the perfecutors of it. And though the Papifts by their FiGtions, | Chri was 
and Fabulous Legends haye done more wrong to the Chriftian | aris 
Canfe, then ever they are dble to repair ; yet unqueftionable Hifto- spac = 
ry doth afford us very many Examples ; And even many of thofe heir own 
actions which they have deformed with their fabulous additions, | Chronicles. 
might yet for the fubftance have much truth : And God might even Apel, And 
intimes of Popery work fome of thefe wonders, though not to ies sara ia 
confirm their Religion asic was Popith, yet to confirm it as the clipfeisknown: 
Chriftian Religion ; for.as he had then his Church, and then his | te Aftsonos : 
Scripture,- fo had he then his fpecial Providences to confirm his) @*%__,. | 
Church in their; belief, andto filénce the feveral enemi¢s of the raised he 
The death of Herod is fer out by Fofcphus, Antig.i “ 5 by-Labe. vin 
in his time the working of M eta Gas ae the Dead, a tie aur oF Lslthvahetntaad 
the Sick by mieer laying-on of haride ‘and Preph: {ving were Rill in force: And chat fome rd 
ie fo Sea oe death, remained alive among them long after. See. Niccpho. Ecclel. Miftoy. Tom. 
rap aa) a ean ga ce 
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. . | Baith. And thereforél advife thofe,who in theit inconfiderate zeal 
ire apt to reject afl chefe Hittories of Providences meerly becaufe | 
chey were Written by Papifts, or becanfe fome Witneffes- io che 
Trath were wfittle leavened with fome Popith errors, chat rhe 
would firft view them, and cpiifkter of their probability of Trut 
or Falthoodsthat fo chey may pick ott the Trath,and not reject all 
togertiér in the lump, feaft othetwifein cheir zeal againft Popery, 
‘tehey fhouldinjure Chriftianity, 
~ Aridnow Sf leave any tian co jade whether wé have not had an 
infallible way of receiving thefe Records from the firt VVir- 
neffes? | | | 
Not hat every of the’ particnfars before mentioned, are he- 
| ceffary to the proving orcertain receiving the Authentick Re-! 
cords withourdepravation ; for you may perceive, chat almoft any 
| wo or three of thein might fafice; and chat divers of them dre: 
froin abuitdance for fuller confirmation. ) 


. @. 

/ Aa Thavedone with 'thisfirlt ‘Arguimerte drawn from 
Opjediton's- a Athe Miriclés which prove the Dodtrine atid VVritings tobe | 
Bilin aan’ |. ‘Bit THnile {helfie'the Scruples'of forhebieFore I proceed. Pirft, | 
{wered. ee sar not : : dda sa oe 

I. | tothe Feftiqony of map.2.'And foro mdke'it a Humane faith; 

Anfm. | 3.To jarnpita this with the Papifts, who believe the Scripture 
¢ Nos fidem | for the‘Authority of the Church, and cb argue Circularly in this 
porballgst asthey. Tothis1Anfwer, Fiift, 1 make ‘in this Argament the laft 

| x08 prerfus | Refolution of my faith into the ° Miracles wrought to confitm the 
nati exmira- | Ddéttine. If you ask why I believe the Doctrine to be of God 2 
lis, atianen | T Anfwer, becanfe it was confirmed by ntany uhdeniable Mitacles, | 
em eis confir- | If vou ask why I believe thofe Miracles to be from.God? I} 
seh ie Anfwer, becanfe no created ‘power can work a Miracle: So that 
Martyr Zoi | the Teftimony of man is not the Reafon of my believing, but one- 
Commun.cap. | ly the means by which this matter of Fact is bronght downto my 
8 pag. 38. | Knowledg. Again, Our Faith cannot be faid to be Refolved inte 
vee * — | chat which we give in Anfwerto your Jaft Interrogation, except 


our 


nee a ——————— SC rl ee " 


The Saints everlafting Reft. 


your Queftion be onely ftill of the proper grounds of Faith: |< 
But if you change your Queftion from,what is the Ground of my | 
Faich ? to, what is the‘ means of conveying down the Hiftory to 
me? Tohenwy faith is not, Refolved into this means. Yet this 
means, or fome other eqyivafent, I acknowledg fo neceflary, thac . 
without it, I had never bten like to have betieved. 2. This thews Phat : 
you alfo chat Igegne not in the Popith Circle, nor take my faith | 2), pl cep 
on their common Gronnds : For Firlt, When you ask them, How ! Evangelium 
know yauthe Teltimony of the Chutch to &e Infallible ? They | Pervenit ad 
Prove tt.agaia by Scriprure; and cher’s their Circle. Butus erult | 7753 140d qui- 
nat on the Aushority of che Romifh Church onely ,as they-do; no | ple 3 
nes properly to che Authority of any Church; no nor onely | poftea verd per 
to the Teftimony of the Church, but alfo tothe Teftimony | Dei velwara- 
af the enemigs themfelves: So do I proye the validity of | 4 # Scrip- 
the Teftimony 1 bring from Nature, and well known Principles, Fp sci eg | 
in. Reafon, and not from Scripture it fel as you may fee | damentumen | 
ore. 3. There is a Humane Teftimony which is allo di- 


columnam fides 


vine, and fo;an Humane Faith whigh is. alfo.divine. Few of Gods |.7%fre futs- 
emraordinary Revelations have been immediate, ; (Fhe * beft | 1%” 
Schoodmen thinknone ofall) buc cicher by Angels or by Jefus | hereflz.c.r,. 
himfelf, who was man as well pGod. You will acknowledg if Nate 
God reveal itto.an Angel, and the Angel to AZofes,and Afofes to. 
Hrael, this is,a divine Revelation to J/rael: For that is called a 
‘| divine Revelation, which we are certain that God doth any way 
rect ie I i an re — that which God oo 7 
| Maturally. ang e¢stainty meyeal co ,all men, May’ not as properiy 
be -cailed.a Divine Revelation, Fs tha. which fe Revealts by che 
Spiric to & few. Is.nog this. Fruth from God [That the Senfes 
rr of thie Objet (rightly ftated )s certain Jas well ag 
is [Jets Chrift was born of a Virgin, &c.'] Though a Saint 
or Angel be a,fitter Me(lenger to Reveal the things. of che Spirit, 
yet. any.maa may bea Meffenger go reveal che chings of chefichh. |. 
An ungodly man if he have bettes Eyes and Bars may be a better 
Meffenger or Wienefs of that mattet of Fat, whichhefeethand| _ 
heareth, then a godlier man that is blinde or deaf; efpecially in} 
cafes wherein that ungodly man hath no provocation to. {peak 
falfly ; and moft ofall, if his Teftimony be againft him(fclf. I take : 
that Revelation whereby I know that there wasa fight at: 7ork, 
\G@c. to be of God, thoygh wicked men were the chief 
2 
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witneffes. For I take ic for an undeniable Maxime, That there 
isno Truth but of God, onely ic is derived unto vs by va- 


| rious means, . 


| -SECT. V. 


2. ‘Nd as I have evideently difcovered the full certainty of this 

Teftimony of man concerning the fy enenioncl: matter 
of Fa&t:SoI will (hew you why I chufe chis for my firft and main 
Argument; and alfo that no man @an believe wichout the fore- 


| faid, Humane Teftimony. Firft chen, I demanded with my felf; By 


what Argument did AZo/es and (brié evince to the world the 
verity of their Do@trine ? And I finde, ic was chiefly by this of 
Miracles; and fure Chrift knew the beft Argument to prove the di- 
vine Authority ofhis Doctrine,and that which was thebeft then,|s 
the beft fill. If our elves had lived in the dayes of Chrift, fhould 
we have believed a poor man to have been God, the Saviour, the 
Judg of che world, without Miracles to prove this to us 2 Nay, 
would ic have been our duty to have believed?Doth not Chrift fay, 


. .| If bad not done the Works that no man elfe contd do, ye hud not had 
- | fn? That is, Your not believing me to be the’ Meffias, had been 


Whit the fin 


‘| again& the 


Holy Ghoft 
is. 


no fin : For no man is bound €o believe that which was never con- 
vincingly revealed: And (to tell you my thoughts, if you will bue 
pardonthe novelty of the Interpretation) I chink that this ts ie 
which is called the finagaintt che Holy Ghoft, when men will 
not be convineed by-Miracies, chat Jefirsis the Chrift. That which 
fome Divines judgto be the fin again{t-the Holy Ghoft (an op- 
pofing the known Truth onely out of malice againft it) Itsa 
Queftion whether Humane Nature be capable of it. © And whether 
all Humane oy arin to Truth be not through ignorance, or pre- 
valency of the fenfual lufts 2 And fo afl malice againft Truth, is one- 
ly againft tc as conceived to be Falfhood, or elfe as ic a an 


| enemy to our fenfual defires ; Elfe how doth mans Underftanding, 


asic is an Underftanding, naturally chufe Truth (either réal or 
appearing ) for its object? SothatI think none can be guilty 


{| Of malice againft Truth as Truch; And to be at emnity with 


Truth for -oppofing our fenfuality, isa (in that every man in the 

world hath.been in fome meafure guilty of : And indeed our’ 

Divines do fo define the fin againft the Holy Ghoft, that-I could 
never. 


a serene neem aE NE : 
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never yet anderftand by their definition what it might be: fome 
placing it in an Act incompatible with the Rational foul; and 
others making it-but gradually to differ from other. fins, * which 
hash caft fo many into terror of foul, becaufe they could never 
finde out that graduall difference. a 
| _ The fenfe of the place (which the whole context if you view it 
deliberately willfhew you, feemsto meto be this; As if Chrift 
had faid ; While you believed not the Teftimony of the Pro- 
phets, yerthere washope : The Teftimony of 7obg Baprift might 
[have convinced you ; yea, when you believed dot Zobs, yet you 


you did not believe my DoGrine, yet there was hope you might 
ave been convinced by my Miracles : But-when you accufe 
them to bethe works of Beelzebub, and afcribe the work of the 


I will after my Afcention fend the Holy Ghoft upon my 
Difciples, chat they may work Miracles to convince the world, 
thac theyewho will believe no other Teftimony, may yet through 
this believe; But if you fin again this Holy Ghoft (thar is, 
if they will notbelieve for all thefe-Miracks) (for the Scripture 


belief: by the’ name of fim, ) rhese. is. no other more con. 


thac fpeaketh againft the fon:of Man (that 1s, denieth his 


that fhould convince them; as yon do) fhall never be for- 
given(becaufe they cannot perform she condition of forgivenels, ) 

This I think robe the-fenfe ofthe Text; And the rather when 
Tconfider-what fin it was that thefe Pharifees commicced ; for fure 


Ghoft, Inowhere finde that Chrift doth accufe them of 5 but 
the Scripture feemeth to fpeak on the contrary “that through 
ignorance they did.it, °forhad-they known they would not have 
crucified the Lord of Glory. And indeed it is a thing to me. 


Ee te hy te ate pts at, 


might have been convinced by my own Dotrine : Yea, though | 


Divine Power, or Spirit, to the Prince of Devils, what more hope? 


frequently calls Faith by the name of Obedience, and Un: |. 


vincing Teftimony left, and fo their fin of (unbelief) is in-| 
curable,-and confequently unpardonable : And therefore he | 
Teftimony ‘of himfelf:) ‘icfhall be. forgiven him (if he yet] 


believe by this Teftimony :of he ‘Spirit ). but they that con, |. 
tinue anbelievers for all this (.and fo. reproach the Teltimony | 


that which if commonly. judged to be the fin againit the Holy| | 


altogether incredible, that thefe Pharifees fhould know Chrift } 
to be the Meffiah whom they fo aed expected, ‘apd to > 
: : 3 e 2 Snee e 
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* How Huy. 
ning was a{- 
faulted with 
this tempta- 
tion [chat he 
kad Gnned a. 
ainft the ho- 
y Ghoft} you 
| in 


2 common 
temptation. 
Marth, I2, 24. 
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* Nuc non 
ut olins [unt 
nece [aria 

| mir acula : prie 
B{quam cred 


ret mundus nee |' 


ceflaria fucre 
ad- boc, ut 
drags 
vet, wt Auge 
de Civit. Dei. 


lib. 22.¢, 8. = 


4. 4. 


* Yet dol be 
lieve thae that 
of 3 Pet.3, 20. 
is generally 
mifltaken : as 
if the Apoftle 


did derly pri- 


vate men che 
liberty of in. 
terpreting 
Scripeures, e- 
ven for chem- 
felves. When 
itisin regard 
of the objea, 
and not of the 
interpreter 
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ct be the Son of God, and judg of allmen, and yet to crucifie him 


-chrough meer malice : charge them not with this, cill you can 
(hew fome Scriprure that chargech chem with it, | 
” Obie.’ Why chen-chere is n0 fin againk the Holy Ghok now 
Miracles areceafed. Ca kt | 

| Anfy. Yes: thoagh the Miracles are ceafed, yet their * Tefti- 
‘mony doth {aH live: The death-and Refureection of Chrift ase 
palt, and yee'men may fia _— that death and Refurreétion. So 
that Ichink when men-willisioc believe chat Jefan is the Chrift, 


| chongh they are convinced ‘by undeniable Arguments, of che 


Miracles which bortvhinifelf and his difciples: wrenght, this is now. 
the fin again{t the Hoty Ghoft. And thereforetake heed of flighs- 
ing thisargumettr. = a 7 ee 


Set er] 


eee Gee ae 


sper. VE 


= : : ae ' ; Aa -e- , os 
byte epleni lobe have chofe men,who cannot endure 


J this-refting upon ™homane Tellamony , co-confider of what 
neceffity it is for the producing ofour Faith. Something muft he 
‘taken apen traft from man whether they will or no : amd yet no 
uncertainty in our Faich neither. Firft. The meer illierate man, 
‘mufttake it upon craft , chat the book isa Bible which he heares 
read; for elshe knows not but it:may be fome other book. | Se- 
condly, That chdfe wordsiare.in ic,which theReader, pronounceth. 
Thirdly, That it is cranflated tgaly out of the original NEUE 
‘Fourthly, That the Hebrewand Greek Copies, out.of which it 
was tranflated,are true Anchentick Copies. Fifthly, That ic was 
Originally wriccen in chefe languages, Sixthly, Yea and the 
‘meaning of divers Scripture ges, which cannot be under- 
ftood without the knowledg of Jewith coftomes,of Chronologie, 
of Geography, +. thongls the words: were never fo exactly tran- 


ftle callech it [Private] As if he thould fay : The Prophets are 2 fure Teftimany of the 
DoGtrine of Chriftianity > but then you muft underfBand that they are not go be interprered of 


the Private men that (poke them, for they were but 


types of Chrift the Publique perfon,le P/ai.a. 


& 56. coc, are to'be incerpreced of Chrift, and not of David only a private perfon, and but 
a type of Chrift'indllfoxhat Perer an(wereth the Queftion of the Eunuch in .4/s 8. Of whom 
the Propher {peak 2 of himifelf (privately) or fome other (more publike) man? This is I 


think the trucmeaning of Pete7, 


flated 


Tay 


‘et lg SS oO Tere 
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flared. All thefe with many more the vulgar muftcakeupoathe! 
word of their Teachers. And indced a faith meerly hamane’] 
is a neceffary preparative to a farch Divine, in refpect of famet. - 
i means and Precognita neceflary thereto. If a Scholar will 
{ not take his malfters word , that fiich lerrers have fuch or fuch 
J apower, or do fpell foor fo: or that fucha Latiuve or Greek 
word hath fuch a fignification; when will he learn,or how will he 
know ? Nay how dothe moft leamed Jinguifts know the fiznifi- 
| cation of words in any language, and fo in the Hebrew and Greek 
] Scriptares but‘only upon the credit of chetr Teachers and Authors? 
} And yet cercaine enough too im theimaine. Tradition is not fo 
| ufeles to the world‘or the'Courch as fome would have it; Though 
| che Papifts do finfully plead it azainft the fufficiency -of Scripture, 
| yet Scriptures ftifficieney orperfection is only in fue gexere,in.ics 
owne kind, and not in omni genere, nov fufficient for every pur- 
J pofe, Scripture is a fufficienc rule of Faith and Jife,but not a ‘faf- 
ficiénte theans of conveying icfelf-tosll- generations and perfons. 
{Tf humane Tefmony had not been neceffary , why fhould Chiift 
‘Phave'mento be witnelfes in-the bepinning » Andadfotiilinthu- | 
‘ments of perfwading others, ‘and atrefting the verity of thdfe 
facred records ‘to thofe that -eannét etherwre come x10 dmow |; - 
‘them? And doubties this ts a: chief * ufe of Minsters inthe Church, | C 
{and the preat ‘end of God in the {rating and continuing that | 
findtion ; that whdt‘nten : are ‘uncdpable of believing expharlf, 
“with a fatch: properly Divine, thar they tight veccie.implicicly, bes beo- 
and ee the word of their Teachers, with-whumenc¥anth. Gvery beved, 
yar (hould Hbor indeed to fee with hiowneyes, andtoknow Gp ortet dif 
all chat God hath revealed, andro be wiferthenthis Teachers; but oem credere, 
every inan‘caradt beftow thar'thne and pains mithe fudy-Of Lan - | 
guages and Scitnces, without whichithat imo wledg isnot nowat- | 
tained. We may rather ‘with then Siope,that‘all ‘the Lords people 
‘were Prophets. The‘ Church-6f Chrift hac beentong :in avery 
dol¢ful pirght,betwrit thefe two extreams, taking ajlshings upon 
truft from our teachers,and takitig noehing upon tmft : -andyet 
thofe very men who fo difclaime taking upontruft, dochemfelves 
‘| cake asmmchupontrnftasothers. © - 

Why ets are Minifters ealied ‘the eyes and the handsof she 
body ? Stewards of the myfteries, andof the healeofGod 7 
Overfeers, Rulers, and’ Governers of the Charch? <ind -fuch on 

m 
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Heb,23.3.87. 
24 


1 Tim 3. $. 
-A@. 20.28, 
x Tim. 3-4,$- 
re Ret. Sed» 

x Car, 4. -35. 


212 


The Saints everlafting Reft. | 


muft give the children their meatin due feafon ? Fathers of their 
people ? ec. Surely the clearly known Truth and Duty muft be 
received from any one though but a childe ; and known errror 


{and iniquity muft be received from none, though an Angel from 


d Hec duo 
dittat ipa vae 
tio. Primo, In 
myReriis que 
{uperant ratio- 
nem non niten- 
dam effec vati- 
ocinantis Le- 
gica fed Reve- 
lantig authori- 
tate. Secundd, 
In confequen- 
tits deducendis 
aut obf{curis i 
Religzone inter@ 
pretandis, ma- 
gis fidendum 
effe catniin 
nomine Domint 
legitiewe con- 
gregatis, quam 
privatis {pir 
tibus feor fim 
fapientibus, O° 
vecalcityants- 
bus, Do&, 
Prideaux . 
Le@. 22. de 
Auth. Eccl: 
ag. 361. 

ee Do@er 
lackfon Brer- 
nali-truch .of 
Scripture, (ib. 
2. Chapels. B93; 
49:96... 


Heaven. What then ischat we are fo ofcen required to obey our 
Teaching Rulersin? Surely it isnot fo muchin the receiving of 
new in{ticuced Ceremonies from them, which they call things in- 
difference : But as in all profeffions the Scholar muft take his 
matters Word in learning, cill he cafl grow up to know the things 
in their own evidence: and.as men.will cake the words of any ¢ ar- 
tificers in the matters that concern their own trade, and as every 
wife patient willtrultche judgement of his Phyfitian, except he 
know as much himfelf ; and the Client will cake the word of his 
Lawyer, fo alfo Chrift hath ordered that the more ftroag and 
knowing fhould be teachers in his fchool , and the young and ig- 
norant fhould believe them and obey them, till they can reach to 
underftand the things themfelves. So that the matters which we 
muft receive upon truft from our teachers, are thofe which we: 
cannot reach to know our felves: and therefore mutt either take 
them upon the word of others, or not receive them at all : fo that 
if thefe Rulers and Stewards do require us to believe, when we 
know not our felves whether it be truth og not; or if they require 
us to obey, when we know not our felves whether it be a duty 
tommanded by God or not; here it is that we ought to obey 
them : For though we know not whether God hath revealed 
fucha point, or commanded fuch an action, yet that be hath com- 
manded us to obey them that Rule over us, who preach to us the 
word of God, this we certainly know, Heb. 13.7. Yet I think 
not we are fo ftriGly tyed co the judgement of a, weak Minifter of 


_our own, as to take his word before anothers that is more Judi- 


cious ina neighbour congregation. Nor doI think, if we fee but 
an appearance of hiserring, that we (hould cateleffely go on in 
believing and obeying him, without a diligent fearching after che 
Truth : eveaa liklyhood of his miftake muft quicken us to further 
enquiry, and may during. that engyity fufpend our belief and obe- 
dience: For where we are able to reach to. know probabilities 
in divine things,’ we may with diligence lightly reach co that de- 
eree of certainty which our Teachers themfelves have attained,or 
at laaft co underftand the Reafon of cheir Do@rine. But ftill 

_— remember 


hk 
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remember what I faid before,thae fundamentals -muft be believed 
with a Faith explicic, Abfolute, and Divine.” 7 
And thus I have fhewed you the flat neceffity of taking much 
upon the Teftimony of man: And that fome of thefe humane 
eftimonies are fo certaine,that they may well be called Divine. I 
conclude all with this intimation : You may {ce by this, of what 
fingular ufe are the monuments of Antiquity, and the knowledg 
thereof, for the breeding and ftrengthening of the Chriftian 
faith : efpecially the Hiftories of thofe times. * I would not per- 
fwwade you to beftow much time in the reading of the Fathers, in 
reference to their judgement in matter of Do@rine : Gods word 
4s a fufficient Rule, and latter times have afforded far better Ex- 
fitors. But in reference to matters of fa&, for confirming the 


Miracles mentioned in Scripture, and relating the wonderfull | 


providence fince;I would they were read-an hundred times more : 
Not onely the writers of che Church, but even the Hiftories of the 
enemies, and all other-antiquities. Little do moft confider, how 
ufefall thefe are to the Chriftian faith / _. 3 
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* I may fay of 
many of them: 
for doGrine 
as Fulbeck o 
BraGon, Brit- { 
ton, g@cDire®, , 
p27. There 
ceftaine 
ancient writ- 
ers, whom as it 
is not unpre- 
ficable toread, 
fote relye on 
them fs dan- 
crous , their 
ks are 
Monumenta 
adovande vH~ 


‘biginis, of 


more reve- 


:rence then ay. 
thority. | 


‘Teake it for 
granted, that 
good Angels 
could not be 

uilty of 
Forging the 
Scripture. 
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CHAP. Vv. 


The Jecond eA rgument. | 


SECT. Bi te 


Ree Come row to my fecond Argument,to 
meres, Prove Scripture to be the word of God, 
Ye Andit is this. | 
9 Ifthe Scriptures be neither the invention 
of Devils, nor of men, then it can be from 
none but God: But that it is neither of 
an Divels, nor meerly of men, I thall now 
| | w prove (for I fuppofe none will queftion | 
the major propofition) Firft, Not from Divelss for 
cannot work Miracles to confirm them. Secondly, It would 
not ftand with Gods Soveraignity over them,or with his good- 
nefs; Wifdome and Faithfulnefs in governing the world, to faffer 
Satan to make Laws,and confirm them with wonders,and obtrade 
thémArpon the World in the name of God,and all this without his 
difclaiming them, or giving the world any notice of the forgery. 
Thirdly, Would Satan fpeak fo much for God? So feek his 
Glory as the Scripture doth2 wonld he fo vilifie and reproach 
himfelf 2 arid make known himfelf to be the hatefulleft,and moft 
miferable of all creattres? would he fo fully difcover efit 
wiles? 
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twites ? his ie igi his methods of deceiving? and give 
men fuch pow 


defign for mens falvation? would hefhew them their danger? 
and dire& them to efcape it? would he {9 mightily labor to pro- 
-mote all Truch and goodnefs, and the happinefs of mankinde as 


Satan,as this book, and this Gofpell-defigne ? And would Satan 
be fuch an enemy to hisown Kingdome? Fourthly, If Saran 
were the author, he would never be fo unweariedly,and fubtilly 
induftrious , ro draw the world tounbelicf, and to break the 
- | Laws which this book conteineth, as his conftant temptations do 
fenfibly tell many a poor foul, that he is. Would he be fo.earneft 
to have his own words rejected? or his own Laws broken ? 1 
think this is all clear to any man of Reafon. |  « 


- SECT. II. 
ba pte That no meer men were the inventers of Scriptures, 
I prove thus. If men were the: devifers of it,chen it was cither 
| good men,or bad: buric wasneither good.men aos bad : there- 
ore none, a 


fome of thofe degrees do all men fal].« Now I will chew you chat 
‘it could be neither.of thefe. And firft,Good meén they could not 


Parrictdes, Sodomites, +c, wese good:men,ratbes then fuch. To 
| devife Laws and father them upon God:: to feign Miracles, and 

father them. upon God : to'fer themfelyes up io the place:of God: 
{ €0 fay their word isthe word. of che Lord; ropromife crernal fal- 
{ vation to thofle that obey them : :to threat damnation to thofe 


|| Ctivete alithetr worldhyhappimets, upana -promile of happiness 
4n another world, which: they cannot.pive; torenticavorfo eprogi- 


| the Scripenre doth 2 Let any mantell me, what book or proje& 
in che world, did ever fo mugnaly everthrow the Kingdome of 


- Though poodne& and badnefs have many degtees, yet under . 


| be. Peryou Ly desig fay that Murderers, Traytors, Adulterers, | 
Q 


gil warning to beware of his {nares? and fuch |” 
excelient means co conquer himfelf? would the Devil lay fucha | 


| tha obey thea: not : to draw the workd imo. a:coitete.sfo defteu- |, 


: a i 


ee 


| oufly cocewzenall mankiad ; If all chis, arany of this, becon- | 
| fiftent with commen honcfly , nay if ic:be nocaschornible wick | 
| ednefs as canbe committed, then T confeffc I have elt my reafgn.is 2 2 
Much lee chen. could fuch anumber of Good meni tn-gll ages ill.) 9757" 


Gze2- Seveprnres (a 


we =| 
| | Scciptures were finithed, be guétey' of fith- waexpreffible crimes. 
Neither will ic here be any evifidn, eo fay; ‘they were men of a 


* Mahomet © 


was an Arabi- 
an, one of He- 
racbas fouldi- 
ers, andina 

’ | mutiny chofen 
by the Arabi- 
J an foldiers for 


{their com. | pretend tothe bundreth part -fo many Mig; or {0 great, as. 
mander. In | the Scripture relateth, nor doth pretend to beGod, nor any 
A poate | more then a great Prophet : trufting mere to his fword for {ue- 
him(elf tobe | ceffe,then to the Authority or truth of his pretended RevelatiSns, 
afinner, an | Not denying the truth of mueh of the Scriptures; but add- 
Idolater,an | ing his Alcoran, partly drawn from Seripture, and. partly- 
spa ficced with fiefhly liberties and premifesto his own ends. And 
Bray; His | dothnot every man among us take that a&t.of Aabomer to be 
Laws run _| one of the vileft that the Sun hath feen? And judg of the man 

| chus.. Avenge | himfelf accordingly ? So that I chink ic beyond doubt, that no 
your {elves of | one seod:man, much leffe fo great a number as were the peamen 
, Srpapaeie of Scripture, could devife it of their own brain, and chruft it on 
wives as you .| the world. uae 
cankeepand | Secondly, And it is as certaine,that no bad men did devife the} 
fpare not: Kill | Scriptures. Couldwicked deceivess fo: highly advance the glory 
ry Rian | of God ? and tabotr fo mightily to honeur-himin the world ? 
ech lazily (hall Would they have fo vilttied-themtelves, and acknowledged their 
be damned; ~f faults? Could: fuch an admirable undeniable {pirit of holiness, 
and he tha | righteoufnels, and felf-deniall,which runs. chrough every veine of 

3 ARTE! _- Scriptire, have been infpired into it from the invention of the 
a dite i . | wicked ? Would wicked men have been fo wifeyer fo zealous for 

ich that the fuppreffing of wickednefe-? Or fo earneft co bring the world| 

itfthad the | to Reformation? Would they have been fuch bitter adverfaries to 
Spirit and | their own wayes? and fach faithfull friends to the ways that they 
Fower Of ue | hate? Would they have vilified the ungodly, as the Scripture 


any that attempred any fo more-then-Felkih an enterprize? Falfe 
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middle temper, partly good;and paitly-bad:: for thefe are not 
aGtions of a middle nature, ‘nor fuch 9$:will Rand: with any rem- 
nants of ingenuity or hum4njty.-’ Wehave- koown-.wicked pere 
fons,too many,and too bad-yet-whase oravhen‘did we ever know 


Prophets have fent abroad indeed parzivular. falfhoads: But who. 
hath adventured upon fucha fyfteme as -this? * ALabomets ex- 
ample indeed comes neereft to fucha villady :"¥et doth not he’ 


foul of God; and that heis Chrffts fervant, See Alcoran Azotr 2. 3. 6. Alfo Axoar. 18.4. 11. 
13, He confeffetk thac Chrift is the Spirie,and wotd,and meffenger of God; that his doftrine is 
erfe& that it enlighteneth the old Teftament , and that he came to conficm it ; yer denyeth 
imtobe God. Magnus fuit Saniius, magnus Dei amicus, magnus prophetajerc, Vide Thom. 
Bradwardia, de Caufa Dei, lib. 1, cap. x, Corol. part 32. 


t doth 2 


| confidts of thefe two branches, both which I fnall make clear. 
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doth? And pronounced’ eternalt. damnation agateft chem ? 
Would they have extolled the godly, who are fo contrary to 
them ? And proclaimed thenta people eternally blefled? Would 
they have framed fach perfect -2 ‘foch Spiritaall laws? And |: 
| would they have laid fuch a defign againft che fleth 2, And againft| 
all their worldly. happinefs, as the feope of the Scripcure doth 
earry on? Itsneedlefs:fure to mention any niorc particulars : I. 
think every man of the leaft ingenuity,thet confiders this,or deli- 
berately vieweth over the frame of the Sexiptures,will eafily con- 
feffe, that it is more then probable, That it was never devifed by 
| any deceiving finner ; much lefs that all the pengen of it in feve- | 
rail Ages were fuch wicked deceiverss. 0-0 oil ee 
So then, if it was neither devifed by good men; nor by-bad | 
Fen 3 then fure, by no men: and confequently. mult of neceffity | 
| proceed from God. ee ee ee 


. oe 7 « ' 1 
; ps me Si SE eS ree kr ae | 
> S So ge" 8s a Oa ae f aksc a: Sls Ox 


ee EE SBC RE een) 
: Greene: That ic proceeded. not meerly from man, 1 alfo 
provethus, That which was done withour'the belp of humane 
learning, or any extraordinary endowments ofnacure, and yet 
the greateft Philofophers could nevey:reachineer it, muft needs be. 
the effeat of a Power fupernaturall: Bur fuch is both the doGrine 
‘| and the Miraéles in Scripture: therefore,@e. | 


| Te 4s only the Aintecedent that here requires proof: which 


Firft That rhe do@trmeof Scriptuise was cdmpiladhand che Mire 
| actes done, without the help of such humane learning, or.any ¢x- 
traordinary naturallendowments. © jo) oo 
Secondly, That yet the moft learned: Philofophers never could 
reach neer the-Gofpel Myftesies, nor ever work the Miracles that 
werethen domes 7 
~ But I thall fay moft co she Dodtrine, For. the proof .of the 
former, confider ;. ee ee . | 
Firft, The whole world was in the times. of AZofes,and the 
Prophets a yt unlearned. A kinde of: leartting the Egyp- |- 
tians then had: (and fome few others) ef ially confilting in 


fome fall skill in Atronomy : Bue it was all but barbarous igno- 
| . Ge 3 “TAnCce, | 


~ ; 
4 e 
. ~ 


“| eve. Doublefs, as Gods fending David, an unarmed Boy, witha 
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rance, in comparifon.of che Learninfof Greece and Emrope. Thofe 
Writings of greateft Antiquity, yet éxtant, do fhew this, See alfo 
Dr. HackWell, as before. a a ae 

2. Asrare as Learning then was, yet did God chufe the un- 
learned of that unlearned time, to be inftraments and Penmen of 
his choifeft Scriptures: David, who was bred a Shephard, is. the 
Penman of chofe divmeuamutchable Plalms. mes is caken from 
a Heardfman co be a Prophet. a7 ae 

3s But efpecially in thofe. latter when the world was 
grown tore wift and fearned, did (sod purpofely chufe the 
weak, the foolith, the whlearned roconfoond them; A company’ 
of peor Fifhermen, Tenemakers, and firch like,maft write the Laws 
of the Kingdom of Chrift ; muft dive into the Spiritual Myfteries 
ofthe Kingdom ; _muft filence the Wife, and. Difputers of the’ 
world ; and muft be the men that muft bring. in the world co be- 


Sling and a Stone. againft an armed Gyant, was to make it 
| chat the vi@tory was from himéelf : So his fending thefe unlearned 
-{ men to Preach the Gofpel, and fubdue the world, was to convince 
beth che prefent and future generations, that itwas God,-and 
not man that did the work.  - Be 7 

_ 4 -Alo the cousie they took in ftlencing the learned adyerfaries, 
doth thew ws. how fittle ule they made of chefe Humane helps; 
They difputed not with them by the precepts of Logick: Their 
Arguments were to the Jews the Writings of AZofes and the Pro- 
] phets ; and both co fews and Gentiles, the miracles chat were. 
| wrouptit ; They argued more with deeds, then with words: The 
blinde, the. oe she fick chat were —- were hi = 
} Argumettts. The Languages ‘which they sthe Prophefies which 
they uttered, and other fuch roman pe“ of che holy Ghoft 
oe ; thefe were the. thihgs chat did convince the world. 
\ Yet thisis no-ptefidenc vo na,tomake as lictle.afe of Learning as. 
they, becaufe we are not upon the fame work, nor yer supplied. 
Wwiththeirfopernatuvalfurnitdre,) dp 
| 5, The reproaches of their enemies do fully teftifie this, who. 
| cale+eRin in chetroeeth, tharthey -wete ignorant and unlearned 
| nen. And indeed: this wasthe great rub that their Do@rine fauad 
|'‘ih-the Wwethd': tt was: tothe Jews 4 ftunibling block, and fo.the 
| Creeks foutttinnes, und therefore ic-appeared vo be the power i. 

oe . 
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God,and not of man: This wast that they difeouraged the people - 2 
with, Do any of the Rules, or Pharifees believe on him? but this Joh,7 48.49. | 
people that know not the Laware accurfed. 

6. To conclude, The very frame and {tile of thefe facred Wri. 
tings, doth fully cell us, that they were none of the Logicians,nor 
eloquent Orators of the world that did compofe them. Thisis 
yet to this day, one of the greateft {tumbling blocks in the 
world, to hinder men from the reverencing and believing the 
Scriptures. They are ftill thinking, fore if they were the very 
words of God, they would execl] all ocher Writings.in avesy | 
kinde of excellency, when indecd ie difcovereth them the more 
certainly to be of God, becauft there isinthem fo ligcle-of man : 
They may as well fay, If David had been fent againit Golish from | 
God, he would fare have been rhe moft, compleat fouldier, and 
oft compleatly armed. The words are but the dith.to-ferve ap 
the fenfein : God is content that the words fhould not onely have 
mn them a favor of Humanity, but pf.giuch infirmity, fo chacthe 
work of convincing the world may -be furthered thereby. Andd 
verily think, that this is Gods greae: deliga, in permitting thefe 

retious {pirits' of divine Truths, co ‘rim in the veinesof inhem 
anpuage, that ‘fo men may be convinced in all fuceeeding ages, | 
that Scripture is.no device of Humane Policy. Tf the Apoliles 
had been learned and fubtif meri, we fhould fooner have fulpeted | 
their finger in the contrivance. Yea, It is obfervable, that in foch 
as Paxil, thathad fome Humane Learning, yet God woald not 
have them make much ufe ofit, leaft the excellency of the Crofs of 
Chrift (hould feem to lye in the inticing words of mans wifdom ;: 
and leaft the fuccefs of the Gofpel fhould feem to be more from 
the ability of the Preacher, then from the Arm of God. i). 
Befides all this It may much r(wade us,that the Apoftles never 
| dontrived che Dodtrine which they Preached, by their ftidden and 
| not premeditated fetting upon che works They knew not whether 
_| they thould go, nor what they fhould do, when he calls one from: | : 

his €ifhing, and another from his Cuftome; They knew not what | t 
courfe Chrift would take with himfelfor them, nonoca litle be~ ee 
fore he leavesthem. Nay, they muft not know their imployment’ 3 
-_| till he is caken from them. And even then is it revealed to them by: A 
‘| parcelsand degrees, and that without any ftudy or invention of ro 4 
‘| their own; even after the coming down of the Holy Ghoft ; | 7 

Peter. 
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| Peter did noc well under ftand that che Gentiles muft be called. All 


which ignorance of his Apoftles, and fuddennefs of Revelation, 

I think was purpofely contrived by Chrift, co convince the world 

San = were het the contrivers of the Doctrine which they 
reac ® | ts ‘ = re | 


SECT. IV. . 


2. 7 Ecusnext then confider,how far (hort the learned Philofo- 
 skvphers have come of this. They that have {pene all cheir 
days in moft painful ftudies ; ais the ftrongeft natural endow- 
ments for to enable them, and the learned Teachers, che excellene 
Libraries, the bountiful incouragement , and countenance of 
Princes to further them; and.yet after all this, are very Novices in 
all fpiriqual chings. They cannor cell what the happinefs. of the 
Sdul is, sor where thac happinefs fhall beenjoyed; nor when, 
hor how long, nor what arethe certain means to attain it ; nor 
who they be chat fhall poffefs ic. They know nothing how the 
world was made, nor how.it fhallend; nor know they the God 
wha did create, and doth fuftain it: but for the moft of them, they 
multiply feighned Deities, 2° ge 
+ Bat Ithall have occafion to open this more fully anon, under 
the laft Argumenc, ae age aa 
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: The shird eA rgument. | 


. SECT. 1.» 


REGS Y third Argument, whereby I prove the Di- 
ite B vine Authority of the Scriptures, is this. 
y Shofe Writings which have been owned 
Is and fulfilled m feveral Ages by apparent ex- 
& vraordinary Providences of God aut needs 
A ia New Bp oc of God. Bue God hath fo owned and 
¢ Nod ie ae the, Scriptures ; Ergo, They are of 

i eee x aie ae : 


a 


The Afar rropofition will noe furé be denied. The dire& 
confequence is, That fuch Writings are approved by God ; and if 
approved ofhim, then muft they needs be his own, becaufe they 
affirm themfelves to be his own, It is beyond all doubt, chat God 
will not incerpofe his Power, and work a fucceffion of Wonders 
in the world, for the maintaining or countenancing of any for- 
gery ; efpecially fuch as fhould be a {lander again{t himéelf. 

All the work therefore will lye in confirming the Minor: 
Where I hall thew you; firft, By what wonders of Providence: 
God hath owned and fulfilled the Scriptures: And fecondly, 
How it may appear chat: this was the end of fuch Providences. 
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1g, The firkk fore of Providences here to be confidered, are thofe 
that have been exercifed for the Church univertal. Where thefe 
three things prefent themfelves efpecialiy to be obferved : firft, 
The Propagating of the Gofpel, and raifing of the Church: 
fecondly, The Defence and continuance of that Church : thirdly, 
The improbable ways of accomplifhing thefe. | 
| And firft, Confider, what an unlikely detign in the judgment of 
man, did Chrift fend his: Apoftlesupon ? To bida few ignorant 
| Mechanicks, Go, Preach, and make him Difciples of all Nations ! 
To fend his Followers into all the world, to make men believe 
him to be the Saviour of the world, and ro charge chemto expe@ 
falvation no other way! Why,almoft all the world might fay, They 
bad never feenhim: And+to tell them in Britain, cc. of one cru- 
cified among theeves at fers/a/cm,and to charge them to take him 
for their eternal King, this wasa defign very unlikely to prevail. 
When they would have taken him by force, and made him a King, 
then. he refufed, and hid himfel& Bue when the world thougfic 


laid him in his Sepulchre, then doch he rtfe and fubdue the world. 
He chat would have faid, when Chrift was on the Crofs,- or in che 
Grave [that within fo many weeks many thoufands of his hMee- 
derers fhould believe him to.be their Saviour, gr within fo mamyp 
years, fo many Countries apd Kingdoms thdak secerve him fos 
their Lord, and lay down. theig Dignities, Po€effipns, and Lives a6 
his feet_]would have hardly been believed by* any that had heasd 
‘him : and I am confidence they would moft of them then have ac- 
knowledgea, that if fuch a Wonder fhould come to pa&, ir mu 
needs be trom the Finger of God alone, That the Kingdoms of the 
-warld fhould become the Kingdoms of Chrift, was then. 2 matter 
exceeding improbable. But you may Object, That: firft, teas but a 
fmall part of the world that believes; And fecondly, Chritt himlf 
‘faith, chat his Flock is little. I Anfwer, Firft,Ic isa very great 
of the world that are Believers at this day, if we confider befides 
Evsrope, all the Greek Church, and all the Believexs chat are difper- 
fed in Egypt, 7udea, and moft of the Tarky Dominions; and the 
vaft Empire of Preffer feban in Africa. Secondly, Mott Countries of 
the world have Received the Gofpel ; but. chey had but their time, 
they have finned away the light, and therefore are now given u 
todarknefs. Thirdly, Though the Flock of Chrifts Ele@ ate {mallt, 
. thar 


Objet. 


- 


| chey had fully conquered him, when they had feen him dead, and | 
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‘that fhall receive the Kingdom, yér the called, that profefs to be. 
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the Sword any fuch commiffion; He never levied an Army to 
advance his Dominion ; ner fent forth his Followers as fo many 
Commanders, to fubdue the Nations to him by force, and fpare 
none that will not become Chriftians:. He will have none but 
cthofe that voluntarily liftthemfelves under him: He fent out Mi- 
nifters,and not Magiltraces or Commanders, to bring in the world; 
Yea, though he be truly willing of mens happinefs in receiving 
him, and therefore earneftly inviteth chem thereto, yet he lets 
them know, that he will be no lofer by them ; as their fervice can- 
not advantage him, fo cheir.negle@ cannot hurt him :.He lets them 


them is for their own fakes, and that he will be beholding to none 
of them afl for their fervice ; if they know where to have a better 
Matter, let them cake their courfe: Even the Kings of the earth 
fhallftoope to. his Tearms, and be thankful coo, or elfe they are 
no fervantsforhim: His Houfe is not fo apen as to welcome al 
‘comers, but onely chofe that will fubmic to his Laws, and accepr 
of him. upon his own conditions ; therefore hathhe told men the 
worft -as.well as the beft, that if they will be difcouraged or 
frighted: from him, let them go: He tells them of poverty, of 
ee, lofipg their lives, or elfe,chey cannot be his Difciples. 
And is nat this an ualikely way to win mento him? Or to. bring 
in fo much ofthe world to worfhip him? He flatters none,- he 
humoreth none, he hath ‘not formed his Laws and Ways to pleafe 
them. Nay, which is yee more, he is as ftri@tin turning fome men 
out of his. Seryice, as other Mafters would be ready to take them 
in. Therefore. he hath required all his Followersto difclaim all 


"| fach asare obftinace offenders, and not fo much as to eat, or be 
_ | familiar wath chem. How contrary toll this is the courfe of the } 


great Commanders of the world, when they, would enlarge their 
Dominions, or procure themfelves followers ? They have no 
courfe but to. forceymen, or to flatter them, How contrary was | 
Mabomets couse in propagating his Kingdom ? He fevjeth an 
Acmy, and congyercth fome adjoyning parts,;. and as his fupcefs | 
increafeth, fo doth his prefumption ; he inticeth,a {forts to come 
te chis.Camp; he maketh Laws that would pleafe their fefhly 
| lufts; be spromifeth chem beantiful fights, and fair women: 
and :fuch. carnal delights in, another world ; In a, word, as his 
Kingdom was planted, fo, hath it been preferved, by no othér 
ie: a © ee ways, 


Swe sa a 


knew that he hath no need of them, and chat his befecching of |’ 
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ways, but force and flateery. Bue Chrift hath not one word for 
either ofthefe : Hiscompelling men to come in, is buc rational} . 
perfwading. | Se a ait 

2. Nay, yet more then this, he makes his Church to grow by 
| fafkerings; when others increafe their Dominions by the deftroy- 
ing oF cheir enemies, he increafeth his, by fuffering them to kill 
his: fubjects; An unlikely way one would chink, to make the 
world either love or fervehim. There have been few Ages fince 
the firlt appearing of the Gofpel in the world, wherein the 
earth hath nor drunk in the blood of Believers. In the be- 
ginning it was a rare cafe co be a faithful Paftor, and not a 
Martyrs: Thirty, Three Romane Bifhops fucceffively were Mar- 
tyred ; thoufands, yea ten thoufand flaughtered at a time; In fo 
‘much chat Gregory and Cyprian cry out,that the witneffes who had 
dyed for the Truck of the Gofpel were to men innumerable, that} ° 
the world-was all over filled with their blood, and they chat were 
feft alive co behold it, were not fo many as thofe chat were flain, 
thar no war did confume fo many: And the Hiftosies of the 
| Enemies acknowledg almaft as much. : | | 

Now whether this be.a likely courfe to gain difciples, and to 
fubdue the world, you may eafily judg. “Yet did che Church never 
thrive betcer then by perfecution ; what they got not in number, | 
yet they got in the zealand excellency of Profeffors ; and feldom 
hath ic loft more, then in prosperity, yea when the vulgar pro- 
feffors have enjoyed profperity, yet perfecution hath almoft ever 
| been the lot of the zealous and fincere. - me 

And thus I have fhewed you thofe wonders of Providence, | . 
which have been exereifed forthe Church univerfal. ~~ | 


" $BOT IR on ee 
| Gone Confider next what {trange providences have been | 

J exercifed for ‘particular Churehes. I carmot ftand to heap up 
particalar examples : You may finde them frequent,in the Hifto- 
ries ofthe Church. What deliverances, Cities and Couhtrieshave 
had, what Vi@ories thofe Princes have had, who have been their |- 
Defenders: as Conftantine thé great,'and manty fince + and what| . 
apparent manifeftations of Gods hand in all. Yea, he that reads 
bor. che Hiftories of laser times, —_ wars have been managed 
ee ee. ee ae | 3 7 fer}: 
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a RET a ae 
| for defence of the Doétine’ of this Scripture , and: obedience 
thereto, again{t the corruptions and perfecutions of * Keme, may 
fee moft apparent difcoveries of thehand of God, yea even in 
antiquitatis thoie wars where the ehemy hath at faft prevailed, asin Bebertia, 
memoriam | in Zifca’s time, in France at Merindol and (abriers. The Hiltory 
templum finge- | oF Belgia will{hew it clearly : fo will the ftrange prefervation of 
he pine the poor City of Geseva. But all thefe are further fromus: Ged 
| fentsab omai it. \ bath brought fuch experiments home to our hands. If we fhould 

ld deovum, im- | overlooke the {trange provider ces that produced the reformation 
modemonio- | inthe times of Henry the eight, Edward the fixt, Qacen Afary, 
fale so ee , | Queen Elizabeth,and King james, yet even the {trange paflages 
Waiegus de. | oF chefe yeers paft, have been fach,that might filence an Atheilt, or 
rave poffet, ram | an Antifcripcurift; To fee the various ftreights chat God hach 
excellentis ope- | brought his people throngh ! The untikly means by which he fill 
ris tam operefa | performed it. Theynexpected events of moft undertakings! The 
aia aa *op, | wacontrived and unthought-of wayes which men have beenfead ini 
Donec virgo | Phe ftrange managing of ovr counfels and out actiotts | ‘The plaii 
pareret, Iliad | appearance of an extraordinary providence , ahd rhe plain inter- 
impofinlte. | pofition of an Almighty arme , which hath appeared ia-almoft 
tem Ovaculum | every Keht y even where ic went againft uswas this apparent; and 
Vempium ater | our evcithrows were but preparatives to fomeeminent good ¢ 
num folennem | and the means of carrying on the defigns of God . whofe iffues 
illam machinam | (hewed us what we could not fee before. VVe haveas plainty 
vocaverunt. | difcerned rhe fuccetfe of prayer , And dnr unfuccefsfulnefs when 
Sdelverag we grew fecure, almoft,asif wehad food by AZo/es, Adrom and 
hanes Gap Har inthe Mount. How confident were the enemits fil before 
nius flos Ma- | their overthrows?. Whendid we win a fictd-(for the moft part) 
ue egrelfs abs but we loft it firft? How little did we profper when: onr Armies 

ee were fre(h,and flourifhing,andftreng?, When was it that we were 
soit revived , but when we took our felves-‘for dead 2? And when we 

ct colunmarium | gave up ail for loft, chen did God moft evidently reftore it. When 

opus, we vik | ax was thought about.a yeer or two before ; that the whole 
Kingdome would not havé afforded enough, to have telifted 
the power of ‘the pérlecuters in ‘one'County; they were ifo 
opprefied and, banitied into America; ther ‘did God atile 
and his enemies-did fli¢ “before hitn.; they melted as the waxe 
—— thefire, they. were fcatcered “as the chaffe before the 
wind, : re ES ee 
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Bor facceffes thar have the apparent finger of God, and are 
' | beoughe about by fuch wonders of providence,I am fure do teach | 
| | usmuctr of God, and cend exceedingly te confirm us, inthe ve } 
rity of his promailes. Some men arc fo ftrangly poffelt with pre- 
judice, and others fo snobfervant of Divine providence, and o- 
thers fuch Achcifts,that they think all things fall out by chance, 
that iv is no wonder if notching work upon thicm ; Miracles from | - 
Heaven had no better fuccefle with moft of the beholders in times 
of old. Sure the ftrange providences for the Church in the times 
af Pidees of che Kings,0f Hefer,of Nebemiah,were very convine- 
ing though they were not miracles.And ours have been 3s {trange 
as moft of theirs. Formy own.part, having been an cye witnels 
of a very great pare of thefe eminent providences, from tke 
fictt of the war; Ihave plainly feen fomething above the conrfe | 
of natare, and ordinary way of Gods workings , in aloft every 
fighe chat Ihave beheld. And many of a er that be- 
fore would not fee, yet have feen the hand of God,and have been 
alhamed , becaufe of their envyings at his people, //ay 26. ro, 
Many do yet fafpend their judgement of all this, rillthey fee the 
full Ifue: fo cannot I: whatever the end may yet prove,t am fure 
I have feen the Lord in the means: And we may yet feuup 
Saneuels tone,and fay, Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.. Hither. 
to the: end hath not been fach asthe enemy hoped,, If we will fee 
the end before we judg , for ought I kaow you may fay cil the 
end of the world; and till you are judged your felves. For.Gods 
work isa chaine of masy links > every age hath one link, but the 
tat reacheth to ecernity, ‘and youcannot fee the end till then. If 
you wait to know che full fue; why,you (hall nor fee it till che 
Hue ofall thiags: This folly caufeth a-fucceffion of enemies to 
the Charch, and ofmen of deluded and. perverfe underftandings ; 
who will become wifer alrogesher , .when they fee the full end 
indeed - ‘but chem rt will be soe late. Ic astsug, that things aré {till 
iva fad confirfton, and iashe eye of thecarnal, worle cheathey 
were: Bat Ihave fo often feqn fuck a cloudy morning to go be- 
fare aSunthine'day, and that God delightech to. work. by con- 
traries, and to walk inthe clouds, and to-bide the birth inthe 
womb, till the very hour of deliverance, thac I ama. she lefs afraid 
of all this: Our unbelef hach been Gilenced with ‘weaders fo off, 
| thas T hope we thali reuft him the beecer while.we live. I know the 
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Sword is a moft heavy plague, and Waris naturally anenemy to 

Vertue and Civility, and wo be co them that delight in bloud, or 

ufe the Sword, but as the laft remedy, and that promote not Peace 

to the utmoft of cheir power: I know alfo how unfatisfied many 

are, concerning the lawfulnefs of the war which hath been man. 

aged. This isnot atime or place to fatisfie fuch,I have attempt- 

a that largely in another se And as I cannot yet perceive 

| by any thing which they obje&, buc that we undertook our de- 

fence upon moft warrancable grounds; fo am I moftcertaine 

that God hath wonderfully appeared through the whole. And 

JasTam certain by fight and fenfe, that che extirpation of Piety 

was the enemies great defigne ; which had fo far fucceeded, that 

the generality of the moft able Minifters were filenced, Lectures 

and Evening Sermons on the Lords Day fuppreffed , Chriftians 

imprifoned, difmembred,and banifhed, the Lords Day reproach- 

ed,and devoted to Paftimes,that ic was as much as a mans eftate at 

‘| left was worth, to hear a Sermon abroad, when he had none (or 
worfe) at home; to meet for prayer, or any godly exercife,and| 
that it was.a matter of credit,and a waytopreferment, torevile| | 
at, and beenemies againft thofe that were moft confciencious; | | 
| and every where fafer to be a Drunkard,or an ‘adulterer, thena | 
‘ | painfull Chriftian ; and chat multitades of humane Ceremonies ! 


took place, when the worthip of Chrifts infticution was caft out 
(befides the flavery that invaded us in civil refpects) foam I 
moft certain, that chis wasthe work which we tookup Arms to 
refift ; and thefe were the offenders whom we endeavoured to 
offend. And the generality of ‘thofe that fcruple the lawfulnefs 
of our war,did rever fcrupfe the Jawfulnefs of deftroying us, nor] 
of that dolefull havock and fubverfion thac was made. in che 
Churches of Chrift among us; though now perhaps they will ac- 
knovaiédg fome of our perfecutors mifcariages. The faule was,thae 
we would not dye quietly; nor lay down our necks more gently} 
on the block; nor more willingly change the Gofpel for the | 
Mafs-book,and our Religion for a fardle of Ceremonies;nor be- 
tray the hopesofour Pofterity to their wils.As Dablab by Samp- 
on, {o do they by us: They accufe us, that we do not love them, 
becaufe we willnoc deliver up our ftrength, that they may puc 
‘Out our eyes,and make us their flaves. Now the former dangers 
and miferies are forgotten, and the groans of the godly under 
perfe- 
Sg i 
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ay 
periceurion, and of the land under the departure of their free- 
domes,are not beard, men begin to forget the {tate they were in, | - 
and to be iacompecsnt judges of the former engagement. And 
as bad asthey deeme the fucceffe harh yet been; fure I am many 
hundred congregations that were in darkneffe, and are now ia | 
fight ; and multitudes of fouls who by thefe means have been‘al- | #1, fpeak ms 
ready converted and brought to rke knowledge and love of | heart. All the 
Chrift , are real Teftimenies of our happy change : Befide the | | fear is left 
high hopes of the far greater * fpreading of the Gofpel ; and the pit ae 
foundation that is laid for the happine{s of Po@erity. Jam no | Tropher. and 
aoe : nog well skied in the taterpretation of Scripture pro | the Golpel be 
phefies: yet the clearand deep engagements of God inthis work | in its folar 
which I have fo evidently difcerned, do Strongly pervade me, 
that in defpite of allthe policy and hopes of our enemiss; and 
1 of all our own unworthinefs, folly, mifcarriages and errors, yet 
‘| God will end this workio mercy, andmake the Birch which we 
travel] with more beautifull, chen our flanderous enemies or our 
unbelievingghearts do yet imagine : and that the records of the 
wonders ofthis our Age, fhall evenconvince thé world of the 
truth of the Promifes, aad confequently, That the Scripture is the 
very word of God. ‘In the mean time, me thinks I hear Chrift, as. 
icwere, fi HH hae me (asin ah padi fo) inthe Churches 
dangersand diftreffes, ashe did to Peter, What Ido thou know- 


eft not aow, but chou fhalr know hereafter, | 


—-_ 


pelicfiours: 
And then fare- 
well England, | 


But dfe not. 


SECT. 111. 


Hirdly, Confider alfo of the Rrange judgements, which in ; 
B allageshaye overtakenthe moft eminent of the enehwes of | 
the Scriptoces. Befides Antiachus,Herod, Pilate, the perfecuting 
emparouts, efpecially fadian; Church Ehftories will acquaint you - 
with multitudes more : Foxes book of Martyes will cell you of | 
many undeniable remarkable* judgements , on.chofe adverfaries 
of pure Religion the Papifts, who areateft wickednefs is againtt . 
thefe Scriptures; fubje€ting them to their Church, denying them. 
to the people, and fetting up their Traditions as equall tothem. | ‘yjzacuts, 
Gum iz smuem terra serbam fonuerit. Dot. Hamfiedus LeGuil. aise 1. page 114. | 
Ti -Y¥ ea 


* Not thae 
. Miracles are 
Rill neceMfary, 
bue (peciall 
providences . 
do much con.; 
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* Abourthe — 
time of she fi- 
lencing of Mi. 
nifters , how 

many Churches 
in England . 
were torne at once with terrible lightning, and almoft no place elfe but Churches were touched, 
efpecially in the lower part of Devonfhire, where many were {corched , maimed, and {ome their 
brains ftruck out as they fain Church. And acthe Church of Anthony in Cornwall neer Pli- 
mouth, on Witfunday 1640, See the Relation in Prine, 
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| thofe in Ex/ebins and others, that mention the ftories of the firft 


7 ; | The Saints ecverlafting Reft. 


Yea our own times have afforded ns moft evident examples. ‘Sure 
God hath forced many of his enemies to acknowledg in their an- 
guith the crutch of his threatnings , and to cry out,as fulian,F icifti 
Galilee. '. . 


SECT. IV. | 
For. Confider alfo the eminent Judgements of Go 


chat have befallen the vile cranfgreffors of moft of his Laws. | 
Befides all che voluminous Hiftories that make frequent mention | 


of this, I: refer you to Do@or Beard his Theatre of Gods Judg- 
ments: and the book entituled Gods Judgements upon Sa>bath- 
breakers. And it is like your own * obfervation may adde 
much. ; 


ny 


SECT. V. <r a 

7 , , 25 , ee | 

Pity. Confider further of the eminent providences that have 
been exercifed for the bodies and {tates of particular belic- 

vers. The {trange deliverance Of many intended to Martyrdome; 

As you have many inftances in the A@s and Monuments : befides 


perfecutions. If it were convenient here to make particular 
“mention of mens names,I could name you many,who in thefe late 
wars have received fuch ftrange prefervations , even againft the 
common courfe of nature, that miphe convince an Atheift of the 


finger of God therein. But this is fo ordinary,thac I am perfwad- |" 


ed there is fcarce a godly experienced Chriftian, that careful 
obferves,and faithfully recordeth the providences of God cowar 
him, but is able co bring forth fome {uch experiment; and to thew 
you fome fuch range and.unofuall mercies,which may plainly dif- 
cover an Almighty difpofer making good the promifes. of this 
‘Scripture to his fervants,fome in defperate difeafes of body ,fome 
| | an: 


oe] 
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in- other’ apparent dangers, delivered fo fuddenfy, or fo much 
againft the common‘courfe of nature,when all che beft remedies 
have failed, chatno fecond canfe could have any hand in| | 
their deliverance. = a ee | 


Sixthly, And Laftly, Confider the * ftrange and evident deal- | ° bade! 
ings of God with the fouls and.confciences both of believers and | the God | 
unbelievers. What pangs of hellifhdefpaire have many enemies | wrought for 

{of the cruth been brought to? How doth God extend the 


Miftris Hoay- 

{pirits ofhisown people ? Bruifing, breaking, killing them with ; 7d,whenthe 
| terrors, and then healing , rafing, and filling them with Joys dle ghis 

which they cannot utter? How varionfly doth he mould them ? fing, if-this 
fometimes they are brought to the gates of Hell; fometime they : glasbreak not, 
are ravifhed with the foretafts of Heaven - The proudeft fpirics | may be faved, | 
are made to ftoop : the loweft are raifed to an invincible cour- | 7 ae yee 
age. Ina word, The workings of God upon the fouls of his peo-| whole’ 
ple,are fo clear and ftrange, that you may trace afupernaturall| . ~ 
caufality through them all. y ¢ 


-~ 


7 % SECT. VI, 


iy paeamet But though it beundeniable, that all thefe are the.°. 
J extraordinary workings of God, yet how do they confirm the} *: 
authority of Scripture? How doth it appeare that they have 
any fuch end? Anfw. Thatis ic Icome to fhewyounext. | 
Fist, Some of thefe works.do carry their end apparencly wich. 
them, and manifeft icin theirevent. The forementioned provi-| _ 
dences for raifing and preferving the Church, are fuch as fhew us | . 
\theirownends, =: | ae at 
Secondly, They are moft ufually wronghe for the friends and | ° 
pa of Scripture, and againft the enemies and difobeyers 
Of it. 7 ee te | 
Thirdly, They are the plain fulfilling of the Predictions of 
Scripture. The Judgertients on the offenders are the plain ful- | 
filling of its chreatnings: And the mercies to believers are the 
plain fulfilling of its Promifes. Asfor example; as. unlikely asit| . 
was, yet Chrifforetold his Apoftles , that when he was lifted up, 
tia would draw all men co him = He fent them bpon'an errand | _ : 
| 7 ,  J213a-  — | 7S — —. 
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as unlikely to be fo fuccesfull as any in the world; and yet he told 
chemi just what fuccefs chey (hould find;how good to their meifage 
and how hard to theit perfors: The promifle was of old, to give 
Chrift the heathen for his inheritance, and the utrermoft parcs of 
the earth for his poffeffion.Chrift promiferl to be with his meficn- 
gets to the énd of the world. Why dow how punCually doth. he 
accomplith all this? What particular Propheftes of Scripture have 
| been fultilled, and when,atid hew, hath been already at large dif 
covered by * others, and therefore I fhall overpaffe that. 

Fourthly, Thefe > Judgments have been ufvally executed on 
offenders, at the Very titne when they have been cithet oppofing 
or violating Scripture: And thefe metcies beftowed chiefy upon 
believersac fuch a time when they have been moft engaged in de- 
fence of, of obedierice to the Scriptures, | 

Fifthly, They ufually proceed in fitch effedtuall fore, that they 
force the enemies and ungodly to confeffe the caufe : yea and 
oft times the very (tanders by : fo dothey force believers alfo 
co fee, that God makes good his word in all theit mercies. 

_ Sixthly, They are performed in anfwer to the prayers of be- 
diévers ; While they urge God with the promifes of Scripture,then 
doth ‘he appeare in chefe evident providences, This is acommon 
~and powerfall Argumenc, which moft Chriftians may draw from 
“chtir-owh experiences. Had we no other. Arpement to prove 
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a MMerKney , 
Grotins, Dvd. 
Lackfon, Pare . 
foas Rfohut. 
er, 2. Ke. 
b Aske theat in 
New England 
whether Mott. 
ris Hutchialons 
and Miftris 
Dyers molt hi. 
deous monk- 
rous births 
wete not con 
_ vincing provi- 
dences againft 
their Antino- 
mian Antt- 
{criprural here- 
fies, asif &od 
fiom Reaven + 
had {pokea-° 
gainft them: 


England will | the prayers of the Saints, while they craft upon, and plead the 
not take warne promifes with ferveitcy; Ichink ic might owch copfirm ¢xpert. 


ing. need mer. W: ent m3 A 
be Niccpher. anes hat wonders, yea what apparent muracies did the 


| geet bift. Tem. t PTBYEHS of former Chrifttans procure ? ‘ Hence the Chriftian fol- 


> 


| 


tg. cap.13, | diers in thet Army were called , che Thundering Legion - they 
where Tertulli, |could do more by their prayers, then the reft by their Armes. 
oe ee from his frequent miraclesamong che heathen. And Vimventiny 
a reporteth that Sulpitins Bituricenfis did expell Divels,heal the 
¢ The Legion | fick amd raife the dead, by praying to God for them. When 
of Malta in | Adjcomies ( a godly Divine) lay fick of that Confemption which 
thesime of fis calied a Phils, Luther prayerh caraeftly chac he might be re- 


Mar. Aurclins, : } : 

whe sae: covered, and thathe might mer dye oe . And fo 
y prayer both Lhander oni the ghemirs and raine for the Arty. See the Bpitt, of af. dayclln 

ta Jellin Martyrs Apple. & Kiphiln. m-Yien Ahrtliy, Mech, pa i 3 Giggs a rags ATES 


Pe Capitoli. | Hence (a8 Zaingerns telteties) Gregory was called Soupsirepyes, 


s 


Scripture co be the word of God, but only the ftrange fucceffe of }- 
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confident was he of the grant ofhisdefire, that he writes boldly 
to (Myconine, that he fhou!d nor dye now , but fhould remaine’ 
yet longer upon this.carth. Wpon chefe prayers did ALyconins 
prefencly revive, as fromthe dead; and live fixycers after, till 
Lt ber wes dead : And himfe(fhach largely writcen the ftory,and 
profetted, thas when he read Lwshets letters he feemed to hear | 
thae voice of Chrift, Euzarascome forth. Yea fo powerfalland 
prevaiting was Lasher in prayer, that fajius Jozas writes of him, 
Jfte wir pesnit quod volsis : That man could do what his lift, > 
What was ic lefs then a Miracle in Bayoam the Martyr, who 

told the Papiftes,. Lo here i a Miracle | Efcel no more paine in | 
this fire then ina bed of Down: Ic isas {weet co me as abed off 
Rofes. So Bifhop Farrar, whoconld fay before he wencto the 
fire, If I ftir in the fire, believe not my Doctrine: And accordinp- 
ly remained unmoved. Zheedoras the Martyc in the midk of his 
torment had onein the fhape of a young man, ashet , 
came and wiped off his fweatand cafed him of his paine. Bat what 
need I fetch examples fo far off ? orto recite the multitudes of 
them which Church hiftory doth afford us? Is there ever a pray- 
ing Chriftian here who knoweth what it is importunacely to ftrive 
with Gad, and to plead his promifes with him beticvingiy, that 
cannot give in his experiences of moft remarkable anfwers?J{ 
knove mens atheifire and infideliry will newer want fomewhat to 
fay againft che moft eminent providences, though they were fie | 
racies theméelves. Thac nature whith ts foiznorsnt of God, and 
at enmity with Aim, will Rot atkowwiedg hnm in his cleac difcoves | 
ries tothe Werld, but will afcribe all to fortune or nature,or 

fome fach Idoll, which indeed is nothing : Bat when merciesare | | 
{ granted in the very time of prayer,and that when to reafon there 
1s no hope, and that withont che ufc or help of any cther means 
‘or creatures, yea and prehaps many times over and over, Is not 
| this as plaine as if God from heaven fhould fay tous, I am ful- | 
filling to chee the true word of my promife in Chrift my Son? |. 
How many times have I known the prayer of faith co fave the 
fick , when all Phyfitians have given them up as dead? Tehath] . 
‘been my own cafe more then once or twice or ten times: When | yam 1. 4, 
means-have all failed, and the higheft Art or Reafon have fent- |45, 16,” 
ented me hopelefs, yet have I been relieved by the prevalency of 
fervent prayer,and that(as the Phyfitian faid) t#to,cito,et agers | 
a : oN 3 : 


Recorded hy © 
Sozom. and o- 
thers, | 
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a 
My fleh and my heart failed, but God u the firenath of my heart, 
and my portion for ever: And though he yet keep me under ne- 
ceffary weaknefs,and wholefome ficknefs, and certain expecta- 
tion of further neceffiries and-aflaults, yet am I conftrained by 


moft convincing experiences , to fet up this ftone of Remem- | 
brance, and publikely to the Praife of che Almighty, to acknow= 


ledg, that cercainly.God is true of his promifes, and that chey are 
indeed his own infallible Word, and chat ic is a moft excellent 
priviledge to have intereft in God,and a Spiric of {application to 
be importunate withhim. I doubt not bur moft Chriftians chat 
obferve che fpirit and providence, are able to acteft this preva- 
lency of prayer by their own experiences. | 


. Objet. Perhaps you will fay, |f thefe rare examples were com-| 


mon,{ would believe. — 
Anfw, Firft, Ifthey werecommon,they would be flieghted,as 


common wonders are. 


Augup. de ci- 
vitate Dei, lib, 
33. ' 


Secondly, Importunate prayer is not common, though formall 
babling be. | ) _ 


Thirdly, The evident returns of prayer are ordinary to the: 


faithful. , 
Fourthly, If wonders were common,we fhould live by fenfe, 
and not by faith. ae . | 
Fifthly, I anfwer in the words of e-fx/fin,God letreth not every 
Saint partake of Miracles , left the weak fhould be deceived with 


this pernicious error, to prefer Miracles as better chem the works 


of Righteoufne&, whereby eternal! life is attained, 
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SECT. I. . = 

|  #Yy : 
wy YX Fourth and laft Argument which I will now 
rp, produce to prove the Scripture to be the 
f Word. and perfect Law of God, is this, 
Eicher the Scriptures are the written Word 
J and Law of God, or elfethere ts no fuch extant 
inthe world. Buc there is a written W ord and 
Law of God in the world. Ergo This is it. 

Here I have thefe two Pofitions to prove. Firlt, That God bath 
fuch a written Word in the world. Secondly, That ic can be no 
other but this. > _-e 2 = 7 

That there is fuch a Word, I prove thus : Ifie cannot ftand with 
the welfare of mankinde,and confequently with that honor which 
the wifdom and goodnefs of God hath by their welfare, that the 
world fhould be without a written Law; then certainly there is 
fuch a written Law. But that iccannot ftand with the welfare of 
the creature, or that honor of Gad, appears thus. That there be 
acertain.and fufficient Revelation of the VVill of God to man, 
more then meer Nature and Creatures do teach, is neseflary to 
the welfare of man, and the aforefaid honour of God. But there 
isnow no fuch certain and fufficient Revelation unwritten in-the 

| | world, ; 


Sang aR es 


236 The Saints ecverlafting Reft. 


world ; therefore it is neceflary that there be fuch a Revelatio 
written. The proof of the AZajor is the main task, which ifie be 
well performed will clearly carry the whole caufe ; for I believe 
fall che reft will quickly be granted,if that be once plain : There- 
fore I fhall ftand alittle the more largely to prove it, véx. That 
there is aneceflicy for.che welfare of mao, and the honor of Gods 
VVifdom and GoodnefS, that there be fome further Revelation 
| of Gods VVill, then is ian meer Nature os Creatures co be found. 
— | And ficft, I will prove it neceflary ro the welfareofman; And 
chat thus. If man havea Happinefs or Mifery to partake of after 
this life, and no fufficient Revelation of it in Nature or Creatures, 
then tt is neceffary that he have fome other-Revelation of ir, 
which is fufficient. Bat fuch a Happinefs ox Mifery man maft par- 
cake of hereafter, which Nacure and Creatures do not fufficiently 
reveal, (either end or means) therefore fome other is neceffary. 
Iwill Gand the largelier on the frft Branch of the Antece- 
dent, becaufe the chief weight lyech on it ; and J {carce ever knew 
any doubt of Scriprure, but they alfo. doubted of the immortal 
ftacc and reeompence of fouls ; and that ufually is their firft and 
chiefiftdoubs. | a. 2 ee oe | 
I will therefore here prove thefe three things in order thes. 
Firft, Thas thereis Such a Mare for sas hereafter. Secondly, That 
ix isnecefary that he know stand the way to be fo happy. Thindly, 
Thet Nature and Creatures do nex-futhacady ceveal it. 
_ Bor the frft, I take it for pranced, chat there is a God, becanfe 
_, Nature ceacheth that, and I thal pals over thofe Arguments 
drawn from his righteoufnefsand juft-d:fpenfations, co prove the 
variety of mens fatuteconditions, becanfe okey ac commonly 
known; and I thall now argue from fenfe it felf, becaufe char 
werks,beR with feafeal men: and shat thus. Lfehe devil be very 
dilipont-to deceive men of that Happinets, and ‘bring then to 
that savery, chea fuse there is:fuch a appineis and Mifery, bar 
the fermer is cene, Ergothe later. They that.doubt of the Ader 
frepolittondo.meftaf them donbt whocker there be any dovil, as 
well as whether hesack ow eromnal nadoing. J prove doth toge- 
ther. Fick, By his Temptations : Secondly, Apparitions. Thirdly, 
Poffofhons and difpellcfions.. Fourthly, His Concrafts with 
Watches. I thupe chefe are palpabte Difcoveries. . 
i. The. temptations of Satan are fomeume fo unnatural, .fo 
, : 7 violent, 
re eee 
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violent, and fo importunate, that the tempted perfon even feels | 
'fomething befides himfelf, perfwading and urging him: He cannot | 
go about hiscalling he cannot be alone,but he feels fomewhat fol- | ~ 
lowing him, with perfwafions to fin, yea, co fins that he never | 
found his nature much inclined to, and foch as bring him no ad- | 
vantage inthe world, and fuch as are quite againft che temperature ' 
of his body. Doth it not plainly tell us that chere is a Devil, fa- ! 
| bouring co deprive man of his Happinefs, when men are drawn co j 
commit fuch monftrous.fins? Such cruelty as the Romsans ufed co | 
the Zews at the caking of ferw{alem : So many thoufand Chriftians | | 
fo barbaroufly murdered ; fuch blondy actions as thofe of Nero, | 
Caligula, Syla, Meffala, Caracatla, the Romane Gladiatores the 
French Maffacre the Gunpowder Plot,the Spani/s Inguifition, and 
| theic murdering fifty millions of Zndians in fourty .two years, ac- 
cording to the Teftimony of Acoffa their Jefnite. Men invading | 
eheir-own neighbours and brethren, with an unquenchable thisft 
after cheir blood, and meerly becaufe of cheir {tridtnefs in the 
common profeffed Religion, as che late cruel wars in England 
have declared: I fay, how could thefe come to pafs, but by the 
inftigation of the Devil? When we fce men making a pftof 
fuch fins as thefe, making them their pleafnre, impudenrly, and im- 
lacably x se Knowledg and Confetience proceeding in them, 
fating chofe ways that they know to be better, and all chofe per- 
fons that would help to fave them: yea, chufing fin, though they 
believe it willdamn them, defpairing, and yet finning ftill ; -Doth 
not chis cell men plainly that there is a Devil, their enemy >, When 
men will commit che fin which they abhor in others, which Kea- 
fon is againft; when men of the belt natures, as VeSpafian, Julian, 
&c. thal] be.fo bloody murderers, when men will not be ftirred 
from fin by any,.intreaty, though their deareft friends fhould beg 
with teares upon cheir knees; though Preachers convince them, 
and befeech them in the name of the Lord, though wife and 
children, body and foul be undone by it: Nay, when men will be | 
the fame under the greateR. judgments, and under the moft won- : 
derful convincing Providences, as appearsin. England, yea, under 
| Miracles themfelves, a se dd: weed of. 
_ Surely I chink all this (hews chat there isa Devil, and that he is}. 
ditigent in working our ruine. Why clfe fhould it be fo hard a} 
thing-to perfwade a man to that which he js convinced co be 
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ae. SECT. IL Para 

Lege Epifolam |», TE) Ut yerif this be not palpable enough, The frequent Ap- 
| rolhi dé Sa- Boakions of Satan in feveral fhapes, deawiag men, or 

ate Sacks, in | Fighting them into fia, is a difcovery undeniable. 1 know | 

Joan Bevero. | Many are very incredulous herein, and will hardly believe thae 

vitix Epiftolis, } there have been fuch apparitions ; For my own part, though I am 

7 ee as fufpicious as moft in {uch reperts, and do believe that moft, of 


; them are conceits or defufions, yet having been very diligently in- 
| maiePE26% | CuiGcive in fuch cafes, Ihave Teceived undoubted-Teftumony of 
+ the Truth of fuch Apparitions; fome from the mgtiths of men of 

{ undonbted honefty and godlinefs, and fome from, the report of 


the perfons, I could fend you to chem yet living, by whom you 
would be as fully facisfied as I: Houfes thachave been fo frequent- 
ly haunced with fuch terrors, that the Inhabicants fucceffively have 
been witneflesofit. : 

Luther afirmed of himfelf, that at Cobsrge he oft times had an 
apparition of burning Torches, the fight whereof did fo afrighr 


piper ara him, that he was neer fweoning ; alfo in his own Garden the 
devil appeared to him in the likenefs of a black Boar, but then he 

| . | thade light of tt. Zozensen in his Ecclefiaftical Hiftory writes of 
Sozom.lib.6. | e“ppelles aSmith, famous in Egypt for working Miracles, who in 
cap,28, the night, while he was at workwas tempted to uncleannefs bythe 
L:b.7 ¢.23- | devil, appearing in the fhape of a beautiful woman ; The fike he 
tels, of a {trange apparition in Antioch the night before: the Se- 

dition againt 7 heodofius. Theodorus mentions a fearful fighe that 

appeared to Germadins, Patriarch of Gonffantinople, and the 

threatning words which ic uttered. The Writings of Gregory, 

cAmbrofe, Auftin,Chryfoftome, Nicephorns, &c. make frequent 

mention of apparitions, and relate the feveral {tories at large. 

Lavater pag, | Youmiay readin Levater de Spetirs, feveral other relations of ap- 
64,69. paricions out of eflexander ab Alexandro, Baptifia Fulgofine, 
‘and others. Ladovicus Vives, lib. 1. de Veritate fades, faith, That 

among the Savages in America, nothing is more common 

then tohear and fee Spirits in fuch fhapes both day and night. 

De gent.Sept. | The like do other Writers teftifie of thofe Jndsans ; So faith Olans 
jib2.cap3, | Magnus of the Wanders, Cardéans de Subtilis. hath many fuck 


Stories, 
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multitudes of perfons, who heard or faw. Were it fic here to name} 
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Stories, So Joh. Manlins in locor. Commun.collettan. exap..de malis 
{piritibas, & de fatisfaltione. Yea, godly, fober Melanchton 
affirms that he had feen fome fuch Sights or Apparritions himfelf, 
‘and many ‘credible perfons of his acquaincance have told him, 
that they have noc onely feen them, but had mnch talk with 


ficcing fad at the fire after the death of her husband, there ap- 
peared to her one in che ltkenefs of her husband, and another 
like a Franci{cas} Frier; the former told her that he was her 
husband, and came to tell her fomewhat; which was, that fhe mutt 

ire fome Priefts to fay certain Maffes for him, which he earneftly 
befoughe her, then he tookher by the hand, promifing todo her 
no harm, yet hishand fo buraed hers, that ic remained black ever 
after, and fo they vanithed away. Thus writes Melanchton, La- 
vater alfo himfelf, who hath writ a Book wholly of Apparitions, 
a Leaened;Godly, Proteftant Divine,tels us,thac tt was then an un. 
deniable ching, confirmed by-the Teftimonies of many honeft and 
credible perfons, both men and women, fome alive, and fome 
dead; that fometime by night, and fometime by day have both feen 
and heard fuch things : fome that going co bed had the cloathes 
plucked off them; others had fomewhat lying down in the bed; 
with them; othershear ic walking in che Chamber by them, {pic- | 
ing, groaning, faying they were the fouls of fuch or fuch perfons 
lately departed ; chat they were in grievous torments, and if fo 
many Maffes were but feid for them, or fo many Pilgrimages un- 
dertaken to the (hrine of fome Saint, they fhould be delivered. 
Thefe things with meny fuch more, faith Leveter, were then fre- 

uently. and undoubtedly done, and that where the doors-were 

aft locked and the room fearched,that ther€ could be no deceit. 

So Sleidan relates the Story of Cre/centins the Popes Legate, 
feared into a deadly ficknefs by a fearful Apparition in his Chanr- 
ber. Moft credible and godly Wricers tell us, Thar on Pwxe 20. 
1484. ata Town called Harsmell in Germsany, the devil rook away 
one hundred and thirty children that were never feen. again. 
But I need to fay no-more ofthis; there is enough written al- 

ready, not onely by Cicogna, Delréo, Paracel{us, Sec. and others 
of fufpeGted credit, but alfo by godly, and faithful Writers, as 


prodig. fib. 8. P/eltam. 


Kk 2 Lavaters 


Spirits; Among the reft he mentions one of his own Aunt, who} 


flatem. VofGius Bpiftol, de Samuele tn Beverqvitii Epiftel. pag.293... Vid. Mer 


Exam. Theol. 


In obftdione 
Nolane Civi- 
tatis, Nolanam 
Epifcopum Fe- 
licom mortiion 
confpcttim fu- 
iffe a multis- ci 
vitatem tam 
difendentei, 
vefert Auguft. 
lib de Mirab, 
Scripture ( ff 
idle liber fit 
Auguftint.) 
Scio innumera 
referri fabulofa }. 
vel a fraude, 
&e. fed (n) a 
vivis thw do- 
Ets, tum pere 
Spicactbus tum - 
gravibuse 
probis, & plue 
Tims retro 
Seculis alata — 
fant, & bodie 
memorantur 
innumey ay wbb 
non poffit non 
cium opera bu. 
manda concure 
‘iffe illupo aut } 
ues dabolica, 
fupplente viz. 
{prritu maligno 
quod bomirnis 
fuperet-pote- 
cur, viper ain dt . 
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So his feem- 


ing Miracles, 


Loge Jo.Bap, 
Van Hele 
mont de Le- 
thiafic. g §. 
27.pag,168, 


.|may read in the life of Brune, before his Expofition on Pasls 


{ing to Saints, Purgatory, Merits of good Works, Sacisfa€tton, P1l- 


-|any in the world for many hundred years. The Churchyard’ mult: 


|Keep him thence; the childe Baptized moft have one to keep 


OO 
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a . : : 
Lavater, Geor. Agricola, Olaus Magnus, Zanchius, Pittorins, and 
many more. — : oe 
But you will fay, Though this prove that there are Devt kk, and 


that they are enemies to our Happinefs, yet how doth it prove 
that there is a future Happinefs or Mifery for man ?. a 
Anfw. Why, plainly thus. What need Satan by thefe Appa- 
ritions to fet up Superfticion to draw.men to fin, if there were 
no difference between finners.and others hereafter? Surely in this 
life ic would be no great difpleafure torhem; for ufually the 
i wicked have the moft profperous lives; therefore his delufions muft 
needs have re(pect to another life ; And that the end of his App3- 
rition$, is either co drive men to defpaire, or co fuperftition, or 
fome fin, isevident toall: Moft of the Papifts Idolatry and Wil. 
worthip, hath either been caufed or confirmed by fuch Apparici- 
ons; For informer days of darknefs they were more common 
then now. Howthe Order of the Carthufian Friers was founded 
by Bruno upon the terrible {peeches and cries ofa dead mam, you 


Epiftles. Such was the Original of All Sonls Day, and other} 
Holidays, as Tritenbemins, Petrus de Natalibus,l:10.¢.1. Polyd, 
Virg. deinv.J.6.c 9.do declare. Alfo praying: for.the dead; pray- 


grimages, Maffles, Images, Reliqnes, Monaftical Vows, Auricular 
Confeffion, and moft of the Popifh Ceremonies have had their 
life and ftrength from thefe Apparitions and Delufions of the 
Devil. But efpecially the Crofs hachbeen fo magnified hereby, 
chat it is grown the commoneft remedy to drive away devils of 


have one to keep the dtvil from the graves of the dead, and the 
Church, and almoft every Pinadle, Window, and part of itto 


him thence; the High ways alfo moft have them, that he mo- 
left noc the Traveller ; yea, when morning and evening, and in: 
times of danger, and inthe beginning of any work or duty, men 
muft fign themfelves with the Crofs, co keep away devils} Info- 
much that the learned Dotors do handle ir among their pro- 
found Queftions, which makes the devi] fo afraid of the Crofs, 
that he fhuns it above all things elfe? So that you may eafily fee |. 
what great advantage the devil hath got over the foals of a great 


are 


= 
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part of.che world by thefe Appariciohs ; and confequently chat: 


(this being the end of his endeavors) there is certainly a Happi- 
nefs which he would deprive us of, and a Mifery that be would 
bring usto when this life tsended. 


T is manifeft alfoby the devils Poffeffing and Tormenting 
the bodies of men; forif ic were noc more for the fake of 
the foul chen the body, why fhould he not as much poffefs or tor- 
mene a beaft? Certainly it is not chiefly the outward torment of 
the perfon that he regardeth, (though he defire chat coo) for then 
he would nor Jabor to fertile his Kingdom generally in peace and 
profperity,. and to'make men chufe iniquity for its worldly ad- 
vantages. Yet, it may perhaps be the fouls of others, mere then 
the poffefed perfons themfelves, that the devil may hopeto get 
advantage on. Soamong the de ioe it hath brought their Exor- 
cifms inco fingular credit,by their frequent difpoffedting the devil:I 
confe fs, there have been many counterfeits of this kinde;as the Boy 
at Bilfors by Wolverbampton, hired by the Papifts, and difcoveted 
by the vigilance care of Bifhop (Morton, and divers others. But 
yet if any. doubt whether there is any fuch thing at al], credible 
Hiftory, and lateexperience may fufficiently facishe him. The 
Hiftory of the difpoffeffion of the devil out of many perfons to- 
gether ina room in Lancufhire, at the prayer of fome godly Mi- 
nifters,is very famous ; for which thefe Minifters, being Noncon- 
formifts, were queftioned in the High Commiffion Court, as if it 
had been a device to ftrengthen the credit of theircaufe. Read the 
Book and Judg. Among the Papilts, Pofleffions are common; 
( though I believe very many of them are the Priefts and Jefuits 
delafions.) _ oo : , 
What pefleffion is ? and how the devil is confined to a body, 
-or whether circumfcribed there in whole or in part, are things, be- 
yond my reach to know. Bue that the ftrange effects which we 
have feen on fome bodies, have been the products of the fpecial 
power of tke devil there, I doubt not. Though for my own part 
Ibelieve, that Gods Works on the world are ufually by Initru- 
ments,and-not immediate ; and as good Angels are his Inftruments 
in conveying his Mercies, both to foulan 


body, and Churches, | 2 


§. 3. 


St quando nos 
Opor teat his 
opttulari non 
loguamur cum 
[piritn, vel ad- 
¥rando, vel 
taper ando , 
quafinos andi- 
at, fed tantum 


| precibus & je- | 


juniisiacuin- | 
bendo perfirve. } 

vemus.Origen, | 
in Mathi7. }.- 


The devil had 
tbe power, of 
death, . faith 
the holy 
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femper fere 
funt melancho- 
lict,fed non om- 
nes mclancheli- 
Gi demoniaci, 
Foreft.obf. lib. 
10, obf.19. 
Mich Adam. 
invit. Luther, 
Vide Petr. 
Martyr. Loc. 
Commun. Claf, 


3 .Cap.g. per 


guiges X& ver- 
fifying, See 
Graine rins 
Tralt. 15. d2 
melanc.¢. 4 Et 
Wierum de pre- 
agis. lt. 2, ¢, 
23, 22. Ch 22. 
Et Foret. obf. 


Caufis.l.2.€,36. 
Vide Fal. Pla. 
ters Obfer vat, 


Exorcifia ipfoa 
Deamone ptr 


cuffo ct laf. 


J and Scates; fo evil Angels are inftraments of inflicting his Judg- 


numbring the people. To faticfie you fully in this, and co filence | 
- | your objeGtions, and coteach youthe true and fpirituall ule of 


‘| with convulfive paine,fometime in one arme, fometime in the o- 
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ments,both corporalland fpirieual. Hence God is faid, P/al.78.49 
to fend evil Angels among the J/raelites : hence Pasls phrafe, of 
delivering to Satan : hence Satan doth execution on the children, | 
cattle,and body of 7c¢b, andupon Jerufalem in that Plague,after 


this do@rine, I refer you to Mafter LaWrences book (4 now 
Member of the Houfe of Commons) called Onr ( ommunien and 
War with Angels. | = 

So then, though I judge that Satan is the in{trument in our 
ordinary difeafes, yet doth he more undeniably appear in thofe 
whom we call the poffeffed. Luther thought that all Phrenetick 
perfons, and Ideots, and all bereaved of their anderftanding, had 
Devils; notwithftanding Phyfitians might eafe them by reme- 
dies. And indeed the prefence of the Divel may confilt with the 
prefence of adifeafe, and evill Hamor, and with the efficacy of 
means. Sas/s Melancholy Divel would be gone, when Dawid 
played onthe Harp. Many Divines (as Tertul. e4uffin, Zan-\ 
chius, Lavater,&c.) think that he can work both upon the body 
and the minde; and that he maketh ufe to this end of Melancholy 
humors. And indeed fuch f{trange things are oft faid and done 
by the Melancholy and mad,that many learned Phyfitians think, 
thac the Divel is frequently mixe with fuch diftempers, and hath a 
maine hand in many of their fympromes, So. Avicen, Rhafis,,A4r- 
exlanus, Monenjis, fafon Pratenfis, Hercul, Saxon. &c. Who can. 
give any nacurall caufe of mens {peaking Hebrew or Greek, which 
they never learned or fpoke before 2? Of their verifying ? Their 
telling perfons that are prefent their fecrets? difcovering what 
isdone ata diftance ? which they neither fee nor hear? Fermelsess 
mentioneth two that he faw : whereof one was fo tormented 


ther,fometime in one finger,exc. that four men could fcarce hold. 
him; his head being ftill quiet and-well : The Phyfitians judg- 
ed ic a Convulfion from fome malignant humor in the {pina dorfz : | 
till having ufed all meags in vain, at lalt che Devilderided them, 
that they had almoft deftroyed che man with their medicines : 1 he 
manfpoke Greek and Latine, which he nevertearned, he cold the. 


_ | Phyficiaas-many of their fecrets : and-a-greac deal of calk wich the 


Dive} 
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Divel which they had he-there mentions..: Jn conctofion,both this’ 
and the pther were difpoffeffed by Popith prayers, fafting and ex- 
orcifme. * Forefins mentions a Country man, that being caft into | 
melancholy through difcontent, at fome injuries that he had re- 
ceived, the Divel appeared to him in the liknefsof aman, and 
perfwaded him rather tomake away himfelf,chen to bear fuch in- 
dignities; and to that end advifed him to fend for Arfenicke,and 
poyfonhimfelf. But the Apothecary would not et him have ic, 
except he would bring one to promife that he would noe abufe it: 
| whereupon the Dive! went with him as his voucher, and fo he 
tooka Dram ; But though it cormented him , yet it did not pre- 
fearly kill him , wherefore the Divel brought him afterward a 
Rope, and after that a Knife, to have deftroyed himfelf; Ac. 
which fighe the man being affrighted, was recovered to his right | 
jminde again. You may read a multitude of fuch examples in | 
Scribonins, Sikenkins, Wierns, (hr. a Vega, Langius, Donatus, | 
4.3.¢.1. de med. mir. Cornel. Gemma,l.2. de natur. WAC. C. 4, 


See. allo Vatefins c. 38. Sacr.Philofop. Roderic. a Caftro 2 de rworb, 


mul. inc. 3. Schol. Calins Rhadiginas 1.1. antiq. lett. ¢.34. Ter-' 
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* pib. 39. de 
Venenis. obfer~ 
vat. 8. in {cbols 


Cyprian 
Serm.de lapfis 
hath a Hiftory 
of one poffeff- 
ed, and of her 
impatience © 
during the 
time of prayer. 
And in thofe 
times when 
they went to 
Sacrament ,the 
Catechifed, 
the penitents, 
and the pof- 
{efled were all 


tallian challengeth the Heathen to bring any one poffeffed with! warned te de- 


aDevil before their Fudgement feat, or ode that pretended to 
have the fpirit of the Gods, and if at the command of a Chriftian 
he do not confeffe himfelf co be a Divel,lec them take the Chri- 
fian to be prefumptuons,and put him immediately to death. But 
of Jefus (faith he) they fay not fo, nor that he wasa meer Man, 
bue the Power, the Wifdome, and Word of God, and that 
they are Divelsdamned for their wickednefs. | 

So that it feems it was then common for the Divel in the poffel- 
fed ro confeffe Chrilt, or elfe Tertullian dri not have made fach 
a challenge. , _ 


SECT, IV, 
| 9 aah get ir ere laft of thefe palpable Arguments, to 


prove thar man hath a future happime(s or Mifery, isdrawg| 


from the Divels compacts with Witches. It cannot be onely‘his 


arethe Af- 
embly, 
Tertwl, Apolog. 


ig 


4 


defice ofhurting their bodies, that makes him etiter mto theft | | 
| contracts bn 
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| concracts with chem: For thathe might procure by other means 

aslikely. Befide,itis fome kinde of profperity , or fulfilling of 

their defires, which he conditioneth to give them. It is a childith 

thing to conceit, that the Divel caresfo much for afew drops 

of their blood : Is not che blood of a beaft or other.creature as 

fweet ? Neither can it be onely the acknowledgement of his 

power that he amies at; nora meer defire of being honoured or 

worthipped in the world , as Porphyrixs and other Pagans have 

chonght ; For he is mott truly ferved, where he is leaft diceried: 

and moft abhorred,when he moft appears. His apparitions are fo 

powerfull a means to convince the Atheitt, who believes not that 

there is either God, or Devil, or Heaven,or Hell, that Iam per- 

| fwaded he would far rather keep onc of fight, and thae for the 
Car. Pifo, de | moft part he is conftrained by God to appear againft his will. 
marbis ferofis | Befides, if Satan fought his own honour , he would ftill peak in 
ae ;; | hisown name: Butcontrarily , his ufuall fd eile is i the 
cum odonta'- | Chapeand name of fome deceafed perfon, affirming himfelf to be 

gid. pag 45,16. | che foul of fuchaone, or elfehe pretends to be an Angel of 
vie the Pa- | light ; And when he makes his compacts with Witches, it is fel- 
aera dome fo plainly and dire@tly, asthac they underftand ic isindeed 
fpe!s, & {crols, | the Devil that they deal with. So that it is apparent, Satan {eeks 

3 3 ° ; . “os e 

and agions, | fomething more then the honour of domineering, thatis, the 
Which muft be | ruirie of the party with whom he-deals; And thac ic ts not their 
spa cehaea! bodily and temporall ruine only, appears further by this; thac 

fucha form | he Will heal as well as burt,and give power to his confederates to 

andorder, and | do the like, and this tends notto the ruine of mens bodies. 

with {uch cir- | Though there be a great deal of deceit among them, yet doubr- 

cumiftancesy as | Je {§ many have been cured by Popith fpels;, and Pilgrimages,and 
ee Exorcifmes. Carelus Pifo mentions one of his patients, who was 
effe@intended, | incurably deaf a yeer together, and was fuddenly cured in the 
if thefe do mid{ft of his devotionto the Lady of Lasretto.Fernelins mentions 

anything, it | chofe that could {top any bleeding by repeating certainwords.He | 

, ae de- | faw an univerfal Jaundife cured in. one night, by the hanging of | 
Reginaldum, | Piece of Paper abou the neck. A great deal more tothe fame 
Prax. con(cin, | purpofe he hath ; ‘De abditis rer. caufis t. 2.¢.16. If any thould 
Caf. part 1.2. | doube whether there be any fach Witches, who thus work by the 
hk fleets power of the divel,or have anycompact with Him,he hath as good 

7 ae paar opportunity now tobe eafily retolved, ashath beenknown in 

Sy °° ~—Ss tmoft Ages. Let him go but into Saffolk,or Effex,or Lancafbire, 8c. 


__and 


| 
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and he may quickly be informed. Sure it were ftrange, if in. 
an age of fo much knowledg and confcience, there fhould fo many 
fcore poor creatures be put to death,as Witches, if it were | 
not clearly manifeft that they were fuch. We have too many 
examples larely among us, to leave any doubt of the cruch of this. 

So that by thefe attempts of Satan, to deceive and deftroy 
fouls, it is evident, That there is an eftace of happinefs or mifery 
for every man after this life. a : 

* All chofe Arguments which every Common-place book, 
and Philofopher almoft can afford you, to prove the immortality 
| of the foul, will alfo ferveto provethe point inhand. Buc many 

can apprehend thefe Arpuments from fenfe,who cannot yet reach, 


* See Sir Ker, 
Digby of the 
Immort. of 


and willnot beconvinced by other Demonftrations, As Tem- | the ful. And] 
: ti Difpoffeffions and Wi rent 

ptations, Apparitions, Poffeffions,Difpofleffions and Witches,are | }-piofophicall 

moft.excellent means to convince a Sadducee, that there are An- | Touckitone | 


‘gels and Spirits; fo alfo by cheareconfequence, that chere isa | in Anf. coit. 


Refurre@tion , and Ecernall fife.. | 


— SECT. V.. 


o eee fecond ching that Iam to clear to you, is, That it is ne- 
-B  ceffary for man to know this happinefs , and the way to ob-. 
tain it ; and. to koow che mifery , and che way to efcape it; This 
appears thus. - : | 

Firft, }fhe muft go that way,and ufe chofe means,then he muft 
needs fist know: both the end and way, Bue he that will ob- 
tain the end, muft ufe the .nieans ; therefore he mutt ne- 
ceffarily know them. All this is fo evident, that | believe few will 
deny ic. . That man moft afe the means, before he attain the 
end, is evident, i _ | 

Firft, From the nature of the motion of the Rationall foul, 
which is, to feek the ateainment of its propounded end by a 
voluotary ufe of means conducing thereto ;' Foras i¢ hath not at 
its firlt infufion, that height of perfeGion,whereof it is capable, fo 
neither is it carryed thereto by violence,or by blind inftinét, for 
then ic were nota Rational! motion. : eet 

Secondly, Yea the very enjoyment of the end,and the feeking 
of it, are actions of the fame nature :- It is enjoyed by Knowing, |- 
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Loving ,Rejoycing, éc. And thefe 2¢tions are the means to at- 
tain it. ; | 

Thirdly, And if the means were not neceffary to the end, the 
wicked were as capable of it, as the godly : but that will nor {tand 
with the Juftice of God. ‘ i 

Fourthly If knowledg of che end,and ufe of means,were not of 
| necefficy to the obtaining of that end, thena beaft, or a block 
were as fit a fubje@t for that bleffednefs, as aman: But chefe can- 
1 not be. 
_ | And, That man cannot (eek a happinels, which he never knew; 

_|northuna mifery, which he was not aware of ; nor ufe means 

| thereto, which he was never acquainted with s Ithink would be 
loft and needlefs labor for me to prove. , | 


7 -  $ECT. VL 


He third thing that Iam to prove, is this; That meer nature 
and creatures, contain no fufficient revelation of the fore- 
mentioned end and means. This appears thus. Firft, Nature by 
the help of creatures, though ic cell us that there is a God, yet 
what he is, or how he will be worfhipped , or how he came to be 
fo difpleafed with the world, or how he muft be reconciled, of 
all thts ic tels us nothing. Again,though it may poffibly acquaint us 
with an immortal ftacc, yet what the happinefs there is,and what. 
}the mifery, or how weare naturally deprived of that happinefs, 
and how it muft be recovered , and who they be that fhall enjoy 
it, of all chisit sels us litele: Muchiefs of the RefarreCtion of 
our bodies from the grave. So alfo, though nature may poffibly 
finde it felf depraved , yet how it came to be fo, or how to be 
healed, orhow tobe pardoned, ic cannottell. Secondly, If 
nature,by the meer book of the creatures could learn ail things ne- | 
ceffary , yet firft ic would be fo flow, and by fo long ftudy ,Second- 
ly, and fo deubrfully and uncertamly, Thirdly, and fo rarely, that 
_ © |it appears by this,the means of revelation ts not fufficient. All this 
is apparent by evenc and fucceffe. For what nature and creatures 
do futficiently teach, that their Scholars have certainly learned. 
Firlt, Then obferve, how long did the molt learned Philofo. 
phers (tudy, before they could know thofe few rude imperfect 
notions, which fome of them did attain to concerning eternity ? 
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They were gray with age and {tndy, before they could cometo 
know that which a childe of feven year old may now know by 
the benefit of Scripture. But all men live not to fuch an age, 
therefore this is no fufficient means. 
Secondly, Obferve alfo how uncertain they were, when all was 
done; whac they fpeak rightly concerning God, or the life to 
come in one breath, they are ready co unfay it again in another, as 
‘Tif cheir fpeeches had faln from them againft theic wils, or as 
Caipbas his confeffion of Chrift. They raife their Conclufions 
from fuch uncertain Premifes, that the Conclufions alfo muft heeds 
be uncertain. . | 
Thirdly, Obferve alfo how rare that Knowledg was among 
them. Ir may be in all the world there may be a few hundreds of 
learned Philofophers, and among thofe there is one part Epicures, | | ¢.. 
another Peripateticks, cc. that acknowledg not a future Happi- | Reteigh, Hift. 
nefSor Mifery : And of thofe few chat do acknowledg it, none | of the. World, 
knows it truly, nor the way that leads toit. How few of chem | theweth that 
could rell what was mans chief good ? And thofe few, how im- Eye gor a F 
perfectly ? with what mixtures of falhood ? we have no-certain- | pha’ cheis 
of of any of them that did know fo much,as that there was but one! do@rine of 
od. For though Socrates dyed for deriding the multitude of God from 
gods, yet there is no certain Record of his right belief of the} Scripture, but 
Unity of the Godhead. Befides,what Plato and‘ Plotinus did write | ri aie i 
of this, that was found, thereis far greater probability that they! pyopinus was 
had ic@rom Scripture, then meerly from Nature and Creatures.For! 0-:g-1s con- 
*thar P/ato had read the VVritings of AZo/es,is proved already by | difciple of 
divers Authors. The like may be faid of ‘ Seneca,and many others. | ae ie 
So that if this means had contained any fufficiency in it for falvati-.| wonder if he 
on, yet it would have extended buc to fome few ofall the learned | be liker a Di- 
Philofophers : And what is this to an univerfal fufficiency tq all | vine then the 
mankinde? Nay, there is nog one of all their exaGtelt Moralifts, aa se 
| that have not miftaken Vice for Vertue ; yea, moft of them give vid Grat. of 
the names of Vertue to the fouleft Villanieg, fach as Self- murder in | this, pag. 60. 
feveral cafes,Revenge,a proud and vainglorions affectation of Ho- | 61,62.c7%. 
nor and Applaufe, with other the like ; fo far haye chefe few | 2 } hercfore 
learned Philofophers becn from the true Knowledg of things vie. 
again Celfis, doth call him Dfofes Atticus. And divers of Numenins kis Books do recite with 
great reveresice many texts out of Mo/cs and the Prophets, ¢ Though the Bpitles berwixe Paxl 
~ Seneca may be fained, yet it is more theg pre able that he had heard or read Panis Do- 
rine. . | 
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Spiritual and Divine, thac. they could never reachtoknow the} 
principles of common honelty. Varro faith, That there were in 

his days two hundred eighty eight Sects or Opinions among Phi- 

lofophers concerning the chief good : VVhat then fhould the 
muleitudes of the vulgar do, who have neither ftrength of wit to 
know, nortime, and books, and means co ftudy, that they might 
attain to the height of thefe learned men ?So thac I conclade with 
Aquinas, that if poffibly Nature and Creatures might teach fome 
few, enough to falvation, yet were the Scriptures of flat neceffity ; 
4rt.1.2.1.e> for firtt, the more commonne(s : fecondly, and more eafinels, and 
fpeedinefs : thirdly, and the more certainty of Knowledg and 
Salvation. , = me | 


SECT. VIL 


T) Uchere are fome Objeions tobe Anfwered, Firft, VVere 
not the Fathers till 4Z0%es without Scripture ? Axnfirer, Firkk, 
Yet they had.a Revelation of Gods VVill, befide what Nature 
or Creatures tanghe them. e4dam had the Dorine of the Tree 
| of Knowledg, and the Tree of Life, andthe Tenor of the Cove © 
nance made with him, by fuch Revelation, and not by Nature. So. 
had the Fathers the Doctrine of Sacrificing, for Naturg could } 
teach them nothing of that, therefore even the Heathens had it 
from the Church. Secondly, All other Revelations are now cea- 
fed, therefore this way 1s more neceflary. Thirdly, And there are 
{many Truths neceflary now to be known, whichthen were not 
revealed,andfonotneceffary,. = 
Objeét. 3. Dothnotthe Apoftle fay, that which may be known 
of God was manifeft in them, ec. Anfiv. This, with many other 
ObjeGtions are fully fcanned by many Divines, to whom I refer 
you ; particularly Dr. wet, on Rom.1.14. 20, ec. Onely in ge- 
neral I Anfwer, There is much difference between knowing that 
there is 2 God of etermal power, which may make the finner un- 
excufable for his open fin againft Nature (which the Apoftle there 
{peaks of, ) and knowing fufficient to falvation. How God deals 
then with the multitudes that have not the Scripture, concerning 
their eternal ftate, I leave as a thing beyond us, and fo nothing to 
us. 


ae 


ee , 
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us. Burif a poffibilicy of the falvation of fome of them be ac- 
knowledged, yet ia che three refpects above mentioned, there re- |} ~ 
| mains ftill a necefficy of fome further Revelation, then Nature or- 
Creatures do contain. And thus 1 have manifefted a neceffity for 
the welfare of man : Now is would follow that J thew ic neceflary 
for the Honor of God ; but this follows fo evidently as a Confe- 
Gary of the former, that I think I_ may {pare that labour. Odjeé?. 
But what if there be fuch a necemith ? Doth it follow that God 
muft needs fupply it ? Anfw. Yes, to fome part of the world. | 
For fitft, It cannot be conceived how it can ftand with his exceed- 
ing Goodne({s, Bounty, and Mercy, to makea world, and not cto 
faye fome. Secondly, Nor with his VVifdom, to make fo many 
capable of falvation, and not reveal it to them, or beftow iton 
chem. Thirdly, Orto prepare fo many other helps to mans Hap- 
pinefs, and to lofe them all for want of fuch a fufficient Revelatt- 
on. Fourthly, Or cd be the Governor of the world, and yet to 
give them no perfect Law to acquaint men with their duty, and 
the reward of obedience, and penalty of difobedience, 


ae aac 
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Hrs thus proved that there is certainly fome written | 2 The Apo- 
Word of God in the world. The laft thing that I have to | cryphal books 


rove,is, That there 1s 10 other writing in the world bucthis canbe | are but Re- 
i And firlt,* Phere is no other Book in the world that ever] heard raided ea end 
of, hat doth fo much as claim this Prerogative and Dignity® AZ4- | untertain, of 
Lomet calleth himfelf but a Prophet, he acknowledgeth the truth | the fame do- 
of moft of the Scripture ; and his Akerax contradicteth the very SH Le the 

’ ; oan oo ¥ € 

with the reft, though mixt with fome fufpe€cd Hiftory, and doth. confirm, but not.contra: 
di@ the Scriptures, and but few of thofe books do pretend toa Divine Authority, a8 the reft, 
b Though Mabonnt prerended to (peak from God as a Prophet ; The barbaroutne(s, and fortifh- 
nefs of his Alcoran, its contradi&ion to its felf, and to the Scriprure which he acknowledgeth, 
may fatisfie any man of its forgery; fo that it is the moft fRupendions Judgment of God that fo 
great a part of the world should continue fo brutifh,as to believe and follaw him ftill: Read 
Sradwardines excellent difpute of this fubje& ; De caufa pei, ib.t. cap., Corelapart 32. & Gre 
tins de weritate Relig. Chriftiane. . 
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light of Nature. 4riffot/e, Plate, and other Philofophers acknow- 
ledg their Writings to be meerly of their own ftudy and inven- 
tion. What book faith [Thus faith che Lord] and [This is the 
word of the Lord’] but chis ? So chat if ichave no Competicor, 
there needs not much to be faid. | 

Secondly, What other book doth reveal the Myfteries of Ged, 
ofthe Trinity, of God and manin one perfon, of Creation, of 


j the Fall, the Covenants, their Conditions, Heaven,Hell, Angels,- 


* As pag.10. 
with the frft 
Argument co 
to confirm ic 3 
and fo pag.18, 
and the fre- 
guent ule of 
the equivocal | 
tearm [ Foun. 
dation] with- 
out ¢Xplica- - 
‘tion. 


Devils, Temptations, Regeneration, VVorthip, gc. Befides, this 
one book, and thofe that profefs to receive it from this, and pro- 
fefs their end to be but the confirming and explaining the Do- 
Crine of this? Indeed.upon thofe fubje&s which are below che 
Scripture, as Logick, Arithmetick, ec. other books may be more 
excellent then it ; as a Taylor may teach you how to make a Cloak 
better then all the Scatute- Books or Records of Parliament. But 
this is a lower excellency then Scripture was intended to, 

And thus I have done with this weighty Subje&t, That the 
Scripture, which contains the Promifes of our Reft, is the cerrain 
infallible VVord of God. The reafon why I have thus digreffed, 
and faid fo much ofit, is, becaufe I was very apprehenfive of the 
great neceffity of it,and the common neglect of being grounded 
init; and withall, chat this is the very heart of my whole Dif- 
courfe ; and that if this be doubted of, allche reft that I have faid 
will bein vain ;1fmen doubt of the Truth, they will not regard 
the goodnefs. And the reafon why I: have faid no more, 
but paffed over the moft common Arguments, is, becaufe 


| they are handled in many books already ; which I advife} 
Chriftianscobe better verfedin. To the meer Englifs Reader I 


commend efpecially thefe : Sit Phil. Afornay Lord du Pleffis, his 
Verity of (hriftian Religion. Purfons Book of Refolution Cor- 
rected by Bunny, the Sccond Part. Dr, fackses on the (reed, 
and (come forth fince I begun this) Mr. white of Dorchefter, 
Direttions for Reading Scripture. Mr. John Goodwins Divine Au- 
thority of Scripture afferted, (* though fome of his Pofitions I 
judg unfound, yet the Work for the main is commendable. ) Alfo 
Read a Book, Called, e4Treatie of Divinity, firt Part, Written 
by our honeft and faichful Countryman, Colonel Edward Leigh, a 
now Member of the Houfe of Commons. Alfo Urfins Catachi/ms 
on this Queftion; and Balls (atachifm, with the Expofition, 

| ; : which 


- @ - a 
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a 
-— tq thofe that cannot read farger Treatifes, is very ufe- 
ull. 
For the Queftion, How it may be 1 whi 

nonical ? I here meddle not with ie nied riche agents 
ny, with the forementioned qualifications muft do moft in deter- ae 
mining that.As I begun, fol conclude this, with an earneft reque't | 7.47 48 
to Minifters,that they would Rreach; and People,that they would and for. 
ftudy this fubje&% more throughly, chat their Faith and Obedience ibe | 
may live and flourith, while they can prove the Scripture to be the Prin ai 
Word of God, which contains the Promife of their Everlafting a 


Reft, . 


252. 


§.1. 


Matth.22 5, 
6,7, 

Luke 14.24, 
Hob12,14. 


Joh. 3-3. 


Joh 3.18.36, 
1 Cor.6.9,10 
Gal.s.23. 
Pfal 9.17. 


flaring 


*| That all they fhall bedamnedthat obey not the Truth, 
pleafure in unrighteou{ne/s.2 Thef3.12. That Chrift will conse in 
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CHAP. VIIL. 


Reft for none but the people of God, 


proved. | 


SECT. I. 


SOM T may here be expecd, that as Ihave pro- 
© ved, That this Reft remainech for the peo- 

@ ple of God, fo I fhould now prove, that it 
Se remaincth onely for them, and that the reft 
of the world fhall haveno part in it. Bue 
ww the Scripture is fo full and plain inthis, chae 

Rm | fuppofe itneediefs to thofe who believe 
| Scripture. Chrift hath refolved, that thofe 
who make light of him, and the offers of 
his Grace, fhall never tafte of his Supper ; e4nd thut Withont holi- 
ne[s none foall fee God: And that except aman be regencrate and 
born again, he cannot enter into the Kingdons of God. That he tbat 
believes not, fhall not [ee life, but the Wrath of God abideth on hims : 


| Dhat no unclean perfon, nor covetous, nor railer, nor drunkard, &c. 


fhall enter snto the Kingdom of Chrift, and of God, Ephef5. 4,-5. 
That the wicked foall be turned into hell, and all they that orger God: 
ut have 


zm 


i, Aes, lo 


| 
| 
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i flansing fire, to take vengeance on them that knew nct God, and obey 
not the Gofpel of oxr Lord Felis Chrift, who fhall be punifbed With 
everlafting deftruttion from the prefexce of the Lord, and from the 
glory of hes power. And Chnift himfelf hath opened the very 
-{maner of their procefs in judgment, and the fentence of their con- 
demnation ro eternal fire, prepared for the devil and his Angels;. 
AMMatth.25. So that here is no Reft for any but the people of God, 
ence you will call che incollerable everlalting flames of Hell, a 
eft, | 
- And ic were eafie to manifeft this alfoby Reafon: For firt,- 
GodsJ uftice requires an inequality of mens ftate hercafter,as there | 
was of their liveshere. And fecondly, They that walk not in the 
way of Reft, and ufe not the means, are never like to obtain the 
End; They would not follow Cbrift in the Regeneration, nor a¢- 
cept of Reftupon his conditions ; they thought himtobe too 
hard a Mafter, and his way too narrow, and his Laws too ftri@: 
They chofe the pleafures of fin for a feafon, rather then co fufter 
affliction with the people of God: They would not fufter with 
Chrift, that fo they mighe raign wich him. What they made choife 
of, that they did injoy : They had their good things in this life ; 
and what they did refufe, ic is but reafon they fhould want : How 
oft would Chrift have gathered them to him, and they would not? 
And he ufeth to make men willing before he fave them, and nor 
to fave them againft their wils, on | | 
Therefore will the mouths of the wicked be ftopped for ever, 
and allche world fhall acknowledg the Juftice of God. Had the | 
ungodly but recurned before their life was expired, and been’ 
heartily willing to accept of Chrift for their Saviour and their |- | 
King, and to be faved by him in his way, and upon his moft reafo- |. 
nable tearms, they might have been faved. | 
| Objet? But may not God be better then his Word, and fave 
thofe chat he doth not promife to fave? — 7 _ 
| Anfw. But noc falfe of his word, in faving thofe whom he hath 
faid he will not fave. Mens fouls are ina do'eful cafe when they |. 
have no hope of Happinefs, except the Word of God prove falfe. | 
To venture a mans eternal falvacion upon Hore that. God will be 
etter then his word, .( that is in plain Exgliz, that the God of 
Truth will prove a lyer ) is fomewhat beyond fark madnefs, 
which hath no name bad enough to i it. a 
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Yet I do believe that the defcription of Gods people in England, 
and in America mult not be che fame; becaufe,as Gods Revelations 
are not the fame, fo neither isthe aual Faith which is required in 
both, the fame; and as the Written and Pofitive Laws in the 
Church were never given them, fo obedience to thofe meer Pofi- 
tives isnot required of them. Whether then the threats againft 
unbelievers be meant of Unbelief privative and pofitive only, and 
not negative ? ( {uch as is redband that which was never 
revealed) Or whether their believing that God is, and that he is a 
/Rewarder of them thac feek him, will ferve the turn there ? Or 
‘whether God hath.no people there?I acknowledg again is yet paft 
my underftanding. | — 
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Wi hether the Souls departed enjyy this 


SECT. I. 


§..1 
Have but one thing more to clear , before I 
come to the Ufe of this do@trine ; And that iS, 
rane Whether this Reft remain till the refurre&tion | Oweftion. 
KY before we fhall enjoy it ? Or whether we fhall | 


have any poffeffion of it before? The Soci- 
9 niansand many othersof lateamong us, think| 
thac the foul feparated from the body, iseither| 
nothing, or at lea{t not capable of happinefs or mifery. Truly,if 
‘it fhould be fo, ic weuld be fomewhat a fad uncomfortable 
doGrine to the godly at their death, to think of being deprived 
of their glory till che refurre€tion; and fomewhat comfortable to]... - 
the wicked, co think of tarrying out of ‘hell fo long. But I am in| 
{trong hopes that chis do€trine ts falfe;yea yery confident that it is} © 
fo. Ido believe,that as the foul feparated fromthe body, isnot a 
perfe& man, fo ic doth not cnjoy the Glory and happinefs fo 
' {fully and fo perfcdtly as ic thall doafter the Refurrecton, when 
they are again conjoincd. What the difference is, and what de- 
gree of Glory fouls in the mean time enjoy , are too high chings 
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eis adoubr, |f0f mortals particulacly to difcern. Por the great qzeltion, what 
whether to be Place the fouls of thofe before Chrift, of Infants, and of all 
in place only | others fince Chrift , do remaine in till the Refurre@ion? I think 
Definitive, & | it ts a vain enquiry of what is yet beyond our reach. It isa great 
not eae | queftion what Place is? Butifit be only acircumftant body : 
eerckiar and if[to bein a place, ] be only [to bein a circumitant body ] 
che definition | Or in the ie of anambient body, orin the concavity ot 
of place. that fuperficies, then it is doubefull whether fpirits. can be proper- 
ly faid [to bein place ] Wecan have yet no clear conceivings 
ofthefethings. Bue that feparated fouls of Believers do enjoy 
- anconcetvable Bleffednefs and Glory, even while they remain 
{| Verl. 6.7 8.) thus feparated front the body, | prove as followeth. (Befide all 
ed ene thofe Arguments for the fouls Immortality, which you may 
be wih Chri | £084 in AleX. Roffe his Philofophicall Touchftone, part laft. ) 
eno. <ninte 1. Thofe words of Pal, 2 Corin.5.8. Are fo exceeding plain, 
thentobe. {that I yet underftand not what tolerable exception can be made 
‘cbrifs | lagainkt them. || Therefore we are alwayes confident, knowing that |. 
ou He n. | While we ave at home in the body, we are abfent fromthe Lora ( For 
bots cake "lve Walk by faith,met by fight ) we are confident, I fay, and Willing 
with Chrift, | rather to be abfent from the body ,and prefent With the Lerd What 
‘| would not be | can be fpoken more plainly.? fo alfo the 3, 2, 3, & 4. verfes of. | 
beft of all;fec- | the fame Chapter. ve 


a apa | 2,. As plain is chatin* Philip. 1, 23. ForI am in.afireight be- | 
ance from pre. | CWixt two, having a defire to depart and to be with Chrift, which 
fent fufferings | is far becter. What fenfe were in thefe words , tf Pax/had not 
eae ee ete to oo a on the —— tee a 
lite in| me DE in a itreignt? Or delire tcodepart? Should he be wit 
oa Chrift ever the fooner for that ? Nay, fhould he not have 
eajoyment ef| been loath to. depart upon the very fame grounds ? For while he 
God in his or-| was in the fie(h, he enjoyed fomething of Chrift, but being de- 
dinances and | parted (according to the Socinians doctrine )be fhould enjoy no- 
accompanied | thing of Chrift, till the day of Refurrection. — 
vic imper , : ae plain enough is chat ss me to the ed 37 a 
eGion,and | day {halt thon be with me in Paradife. The diflocation of the word, 
plese in (thes day jis butagrofsevafion. _ | , 
Rene ie 7) 4. And fure, if it be but a Parable, of che Rich man in hell, and 
carkafs to be | 2ezares 5 yetic feemesunlikely to me, thac Chriftwould ceach 
happier then a | them by fuch a Parable, as feemed evidently to intimate and fup- 
man. pofe the fouls happinefsormifery prefently-after death , if there 
were no fuch matter, 5- Doth 
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5. Doth not his Argument againft the Sadduces, forthe Re. 
furre@tion , run ape this {uppofition, That (God being not the 
God of the dead, but of the living, therefore) Abraham, ifauc,. 
and Jacob were then living ? i.-e, in foul;and confequently fhould 
have their bodies raifed at the Refurre€tion. 

6. Plain alfois that in the Revelations chap. 14. yerf.1 3. Bleffed 
are the dead that dye in the Lord, from benceforth, yea faith the Sps- 
rit, that they may Reft from their lubors, and their works do follow 
thems (i. e. clofe as the garments on a mans back follow him, and 
not at fuch a diftance as the refurre@ion.) For if che bleffednefs 
were only in Refting in the Grave, then a beaft or a ftone were as. 
bleffed; Nay it were evidently acurfe , and not a blefling. For 
was not life a great Mercy ? wasit not a greater mercy to enjoy 
all che comforts of life ? toenjoy the fellowfhip of the Saints 2 
The comfort of che ordinances ? And much of Chriftin all 2 To 
be imployed in the delightfull work of God, and to edifie his 
Church? &c. Isitnot acurfe to be fo deprived of allthefe? 
Do not thefe yeeld a great deal more fweetnef{s, then all the 
troubles of this life can yeeld us bitternefs? Though I think not(as 
*fome ) that it is better to be moft miferable,even in hell, then not 
cobeat all; yet it is undeniable,chat ic ig better to enjoy life, and 
fo much of the comforts of life, and Senbuch of God incomforts 
and afflictions as the Saints do, though we have all this with per- 
{ecution; chen to lye rotting inthe grave; if chat were all we 
could expe&t. Therefore ic is fome further bleffedne’s that is 
there promifed. _ | | ae 

7. How elfe is ie faid, That we. are come to the Mount Zion,the rs seen sy | 
City of the living God, the heavenly ferufalem , to an innumerable | jf Ju de . ° 
company of Angels,tothe generall Affembly and (burch of the firft | ment of God, . 
born, which are written in Heaven,and to God the judge of all, and to | proveto be 
the fpirits of juft men made perfect, Heb. 12. 232,23. Sure atthe eeaulbia fo 
Refurre@iion the body will be made perfeée as well as the | Re exceeding 
{pirit. To fay (as Lu/fhingron doth) that they are faid to be made | cernall fire. 
perfedt,becaufe they are {ure of it, asifcthey had it: isanevalion | This Pope 
fo grofly contradi@ting thé Text, that by fueh commentaries he | feemeth to be 
may as well deny any truth in Scripture : To make good: which, ees eae 
he as much abufeth that of Philip. 3.12. a | ‘Myfierie of 

8. Doth not Scripture tell us chat Heaach and Elsas are taken | Iniquiry. pig.’ 


up already ? And fhall we think they poffefs that Glory alone #| 64x. 
Mm 3 . . g.Did ) 


*Do&. Twi ffe. 
See Bavlows 
Exercit. poft — 
Metsph. Schib. 
Jo. Francilcus | 
Picus Mivagd.. 
faith he, heard 
of a Pope that 
in his life time | 
told a familiar 
friend of-his, 
that he believ- 
ed noc the Im- 
mortality of 
fa ulss His, 
friend being 
dead, appeared 
to him as he 
watched, and 
told him that 
his foul which 
he believed ro 
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9. Did not Peter, and fames, and Fobn fee ALofes alfo with 
Chrift on the Mount? Yet the Scripture faith, AZofesdyed. And 
is ic likely chat Chrift did delude their fenfes, in fhewing them 
Mofes, if he fhould not partake of that glory till che Refur- 
rection ¢ 

1o. And isnot that of Stephen as plain.as we can defire ? Lord 

| .Jefus receive my {piric. Sure ifthe Lord receive it, it is neither 
afleep, nor dead, nor annihilated : but it is where he is , and bee 
holds his Glory. 
11. The like may be faid of that, Ecclef.12.7. The fpirit thal! 
return to Ged who gave it, _ 

3 43. How elfe is it faid that we have eternall life already? fobs 
Polycaspus in- | 6. 54. and that che knowledg of God (which is begun here ) is 
ter multas pre- | ecernall life? fobs 17. 3. So hey s-13- And he chat believ- 
claras voces | eth on Chrift hath everlafting life, Joby: 3. 36.” fobn. 6. 47. He 
red abet 1, | that-eateth this bread fhall not dye, ver/-. 50. For he dweliethin 
eo die reprefen- | Chrift,and Chrift in him, verf- 56, And as che Son liveth by the 
sandum fe dix- | Father, fo he that eateth him,fhall live by him, ver/. 57. Howis 
it coram deo in | the Kingdom of God, and of heaven (which is eternall ) faid to 
ee a beinuse Lwk, 17.51. Romi4.17, Mat.13.- | 
Mise Heo. | _ Surely if there be as great an interruption of our life, as till the 
pus Sardinfs | RefarreCtion (which with fome will be many choufand yeers) 
vir paris fincee | this ts no ecernall life,nor everlafting Kingdom. Lu/bingtons eva 
fees hbrum | Gonis, That becaufe there is no time with dead men, but they fo 
Ages = ma | tleep,that when theyawake,ic is all one to.them,as ifit had been at 
unc. Adce au-\ fittt; Therefore the Scripture {peaks of them,as if they were there 
tein hes fenten- | already. He istrueindeed , if there were no joy till che Retur- 
tiziachore tle | re&ion,then that confideration would be comforvable : Bur when 
f at God hath chaos plainly told us of ic before, then this evafion con 
-eomat eam | efadiGteth the Text. Doubtlefs there is time alfo to the dead, 
ater comme. | though (in refpect of their bodies) they perceive itnot. He will 
nes oe primas | not'iure think ita happinels to be petrified or ftupified whiles o 
avin conccpti= | thers are enjoying the comforts of hfe ::Ifhe do,ic were the 


ft tonmwnite, | coutfe to fleep.out our lives. - | | 
apprebecdun- |; 13. In fade7. The Cities of Sodom and Gomorrha ate {pokeo 


tur. Calvin.in | of,as fuffering the vengeance ofeternall fire. And ifthe wicked do 
oh facta already sufter eternall fire, then no ‘doubt but the godly do enjoy), 
Hi teat ve. | cternall bleffednefs. I know fome anderftand the place,of chat 


15. tit,c. fire which confamed their bodies, as being a Type of che te 
eli: 


ee 
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ee ee a pe ee ee 
Hell : I will not be very confident againtt this expofition; but the 
text feemeth plainly to fpeak more. oo 

14, Itisalfo obfervable,that when Poh» faw his Glorious Re- 
velasions, he is faid to be in the fpirit, Reve/. 1.30. & 4.2. and 
to be carried away in the {pirit, Rev. 17. 3. & 21. to. And when 
Paul had his Revelations, and faw things unutterable , he knew | 
not whether it were inthe body, or out ofthe body; All imply- 
ing,that {pirits arecapable of thefe Glorious things, without the 
help of their bodies. (3 | 

15. And though it be a Propheticall obfeure book, yet ic 
feemes to me, that thofe words in the Revelations do imply this, 
where John {aw the fouls under the Altar, Rev. 6.9. Cc. 

16. Weare commanded by Chrift, Not to fear them that can 
| kill the body, but are not able tokill the fowl, Luk, 12.4. Voth 
not this plainly imply, That when wicked men have killed our 
bodies, (that is, feparated the fouls from them) yet the fouls are 
| Rill alive ? 
| 17. The foul of Chrift was alive when his body was dead: And 
therefore fo (hall ours too.For his created nature was like ours,ex- 
cept in fin. That Chrifts human foul was alive, is a neceffary confe- 
quent of its hypoftaticall union with the Divine nature. (as I judg) ed, ke hare 
| And by his words cto the thief. This day fhalt thow be With me in plate T hot 
Parads[e : fo alfo by his voice on the Crofs, Zk. 23.46. Father, | fouls Ravenel: 
inte thy hands I commend my fpirit. And whether that in, 1 Pet. | ther Joy nor 
3.18,19. that he went and preached to the pris in prifon, 8c. are till the 
will prove it, I leave to others to judg. Read Jdyricus his Ar- | ¢ at 
guments in his C/avis Scripture on this Text, Many think that | Treatife hereof 
the oppofition is not fo irregular, asto put the Dative cagni for | called Pfyche. 
tp gapus as the fubjet recipent, and the Dative sesvca): for diva | pannychia; 
anvpelG, as the efficient caufe : But that itis plainly co be un-} 
derftood asa regular oppofition, that Chrift_ was mortified in the’|| 
| eth, but vivified in the fpirit (that is, in the fpiric which is uftally } 
put in oppofition ro this fe(h , which is the fou!) by which {piric, |, 
&c. But I leave this as doubtfull; There’s enough befides. 5 2 J: 

18. Why is there mention of Godsbreathing into manthe |’ 
breath of life , and calling his foul a living foul? Thereisnoy 
mention of any fuch thing in the creating of other creaturcs: ¢. \ 
fure thercfore this makes difference between the life of onr}) 
fouls and theirs. | 1h 
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19. It appears in San/s calling for Samuel to the Witch, and in| 
the Jews expectation ef thecoming of Elias, that they cook it ! 
| for cuarranc then, that E/:as and Samene/s foul were living. 

20, Laftly, if the fpirits of thofe thac were difobedienc in the 
dayes of Noah, were in prifon, 1 Pet. 3. 19. Then certainly the 
feparated fpirits of the Juft are in'an oppofice condition of Hap- 
pinefs. If any think that the word[Prifon] fignifieth not their 
full mifery, buta refervation thereto: I grant ic: yet icimport- 
etha refervation ina living and fuffering ftate : For were they 
nothing, they could not be in prifon. : 
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REST. 


TL he Third Part. : 


|Containing Severall Vfes of the former 
Doétrine of RE S T. - ) 


Hiws that overcometh will I make a pillar in the Temple of my God, and 
‘| be fhall go no moreont : and I wll Write upon him the name of my 
— Godyand the name of the City of my God, New ferufalem,Wwhich cometh 
down ont of Heaven from my God, andmy NeW Name, Rev. 3. 12. 


Wherefore We receiving a Kingdom which cannot be moved, let ns have 
grace, whereby we may ferve God acceptubly With reverence and godly 
_ fear, For our God 1s a confuming fire, Heb. 12. 28, 39. 


Therefare, my beloved brethren, be ye fiedfaft, unmoveable, alWayes 
abounding in the Wworkof the Lord ; forafmuch as you know that your 
labour is notin vainin the Lord, 1 Cor.'15.5§8. - | 

If Children, then heirs : heirs of God, and joynt-heirs with (hrift ;'iffo be 
that we fuffer With him, that we may be alfo Glorified together ; For I 
reckon that the fufferings of this prefent time , are not worthy to becons-. 
pared with the Glory which Ioalb be revealed in us, Rom. 8. 17, 18. 


London Printed by Rob. white, for 7, Underhik, and F. Tyton, and are 
to be foldac the fign of the Bible in great Woodftreet, andat 
the three Daggers in Fleetitrect. 1649. © 
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“To my dearly: beloved. Friends, - 
| The Inhabitants of the City of --!, sis: by 
ar ‘eB © 60! ff & NE Pah gcd 10 


Both Magiftrates and People ; 


, ESP ECIALLY - 
: Col. lobn Barker , and Col. Tho. Willrghly 51 


. late Governars,. witb alkthe Officers, | 
and Souldiers of their Garifon. | 


Rich. Baxter Devoteth this Part of this 
Treatife , in thankful acknowledgment | 


of cheir great Affection toward him, and 
: a ready acceptance . his labors among them 
Le which is th If joyried * 
oF Nie pediere, thara fithfal Minder 
can expe.) _ 5 
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Umbly befeeching the Lord on:their 
behalf, that he will fave them from 
that fpirit of Pride, Hypocrifie 

—™. Diffention, and Giddinefs, which 

tis of lateyeers gone forth, and is now ’ deftroy- 

ing, and making havock of the Cli@fches o 

Chrift, And that he will teach them highly to 
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efteem thofe faithful Teachers whom the Lord 
{hath made Rulers overthem, Thef. 5.12, 13. 
| Heb.13. 7,17. and to know them (foto be) and 
to obeythem, And that he will Keep them un- 
ees | ‘of the guile of- thofe: fins; -which in| 
efe days have been the fhame‘of our Religi- 
Jon, a oe aaa: to the 
| World. re | | 
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Hatfoever the Son! of man doth entertain, 
(A muft make its firft entrance at che under.. 

y ftanding ; which muft be fatisfied, firft , of}, 
A its Truth,fecondly,and ofits goodnefs,before 
it finde any further admittance : If this por- 
ter be negligent, it will admit of any thing 
Ree, chat bezrs but the face or name of Truth and: 

. FSS Goodnefs: But if it be faithfull, able and 
dilipent in its office, it. will - ftriétly, and fearch co the 
wi. f : niente eee ‘ 
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‘quick; what is found deceitful, ic cafteth ont, that ic go no fur- 
| cher ; but what is found to be fincere and currant, it letcethin co 
the very heart, where the Will and Affe@tions do with wellcome 
entertain it, and by concoction (as it were) incorporate it into 
| cheir.own fubftanck. Accordingly I have been hitherto prefent- 
ing to yourunderftandings. Firlt, the excellency of che Reft of 
the Saints, ia the firft parc of this book; andithen the verigy in the 
fecend part. I hope your underftandings have now-tafted this 
| food, and tryed what hath been expreffed. Truth fears not the 
light , This perfec beauty abhorreth darknefs ; Nothing but Ig- 
norance of its worth can difparage it. Therefore fearch,and {pare 
not; Read,and cgad again, and chen Judge. What think you? Is 
‘itgood? Or isitnot? Nay isirnot thechiefelt good? And is| 
there any thing in goodnefsto be compared with it ? Apd is it 
‘true, or isitnote Nay is there any thing in the World more cer- 
tain, then that there remaineth 2.Reft co the People of God? 
Why if your underftandings are convinced of both thefe, I do 
here in the behalf of God and his Truth, and in the behalf of your 
own fouls and their Life, require the further entertainment here- 
Jof; and that you take this bieffed fubje@ ofReft, and: commend 
it as you have found. it to your wills and affections; Let your 
heartsnow cheerfully embrace.it, and tmprove it, as I thal! pre- 
fenc it to you, in its refpective Ufes, 

And though the Laws of Method do otherwife dire@ me, yet 
becaufe I conceive it moft profitable ; 1 willlay.clofe cogether in 
j the firft ptace.all thofe ufes, that ‘moft concernthe ungodly , that 
{they may know where to finde their leffon, and not to pickit up 

{and down intermixewith Ufes of another ftraine: And chen I: 
_ 4 (ball lay down thofe Ufesthatare.more proper to the Godly by 
jthemfelvesintheend, © = : 
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Shewing the unconceivable mifery of the ungodly 
in their loffe of this Reft.. a ee: 


SE C fe II. §. 2. 
A Nd firft, if this Reft be for none but this people of God, 
_, What doleful tidings is this to che ungodly world? That 
there is fo much Glory, but none for them : fo great joys 
for the Saints of God, while they muft confume in perpetuall for- 
_|rowes! Such Reft for them that have obeyed the Gofpel ; while 
| they muft be Reftlefs inthe flames of hell ! Ifthou who Readeft 
thefe words art in thy foul eet toChrift , and to rhe holy, 
- | nature and life of his people , andart not one of them: who.are | cis quod oper- 
before defcribed, and fhalt live and dye inthe fame condition | tet addifcere. 
that thou art now in; Let me tell thee, I am apfeffenger of the | . 
faddeft tidings to thee, that ever yet thy ears did hear : That thou 
fale never parrake of the joyes of Heaven, nor have the leaft caft | 
ofthe Saints eternall Reft; I may fay to thee, as Ebud to. Elgon | 
Ihave ameffage to thee from God : but itis a mortall meffage ; Jadg. reas 
againft the very life and hopes of thy foul, That as true asthe.word |" * 
of God is true, thou fhalr never fee the face of God with com- 
fort. This fentence I am commanded to pafsupon thee, from the 
word: Take it aschou wilt , and fcape it ifthoucanft, I know 
thy humble and hearty fubjettion to Chrift would procure thy ef- |. 
cape >. and ifehy heart and life were throughly changed, thy. re- 
lations to Chrift and eternity would be changed alfo , he would 
then acknowledge thee for one of his people , and juftifte thee 
,| ftom all.chings that coyld be charged upon ‘thee , and give thee-a 
portion in the inheritance ofhis chofea; And if this might be 
happy fucceffe of my meflaggl fhould be fo far from repinin 
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Fonas, that the threatnings of God arte ivi executed upén thee, 
that onthecontrary I thould Diets the day thac ever God made 
"| me fo happy a Meffenger, and return him hearty thanks upon my 
nees,thac ever he bleffed his Word in my mouth with fuch defired 
fuccefs. Butif thou end thy daysinthy prefent condition, (whe- 
ther thou be fully refolved never co change ; or whether thou 
fpend thy days in fruiclefs purpofing to be better hereafter, all ts 
one for that; I fay, ) ifthou live and die in chy unregenerate eftate, 
s fure as the ficavens are over thy head, and the earch under thy 
feet ;as {ure as chou liveft and breatheft inthis air, fo fare thalc 
thou be thut our of the Reft of the Saints, and receive thy portion 
[in everlafting fire. Ido here expe that thou fhouldeft in the 
pride and fcorn of chy heare, turn back upon me, and-fhew thy 
ceeth, and fay, Who made yéu the door-keeper of heaven? when 
were you there ?and when did God fhew you the Book of Life? or 

| cell you who they are that fhafl be faved, and who fhat out? - 

I will not Anfwer thee according to thy folly; -but. truly and 
plainly asIcan difcover this thy folly to thy felf, chacif there be 
yet any hope, thou mayeft recover thy underftanding, and yer re 
turnce God and live. Firft, Ido not name thee, nor any other: 
Ido not conclude of the perfons individually, and fay, This man 

| (half be fhuc out of heaven, and that man (hall be taken in :.2 one 

ly conclude it gf the unregenerate in general, and of theecondi-| | 

tionally, if thoube fuch a one. Secondly, 1do not goabout to 
determine who fhall repent, and who fhallnor; much lefs, chat 

thou fhale never repent, and come in to Chrift: Thefe things are 

| unknown to me; I had far rather fhew chee what hopes thon. haft 
e . | before thee, if chou wile nor fit {till and lofe them, and by chy 
wilful carelefnefs caft away thy hopes: And’ I would farracher| 
perfwade thee to hearken in tirfte, while there is hope,atd oppor-| | 

tunity, and offers of Grace,and before the door is fhut againft thee, | 

that fo thy foul may retarn and live ; ehen cotell thee, that; chere| 

is no hope of chy repenting ahd retutning. But if chou lye-hoping 

thac chou fhalc return, and never do'ic ; tf chou talk.of repentme | | 

and believing, buc Rill art che fame; if rhou live and die with the| 

world, and chy credit, or pleafure nearer ehy heart then Jefus| | 

Chrift s In tword, If che foregoing defeription of the people of 

God do not agree withthe {tice of thy foul; Is it then a-haed 
queition, whether chon fhait ever be faved?ven-as hard a-queftion, 
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| as. whether Gad be cene? or the Seripeure be his Word ? Cannot 
| Reertaioly cell chat thou fhalc perifh forever, except I had fecn 
.| the Boak of Life ? Why, the Bible alfois the Beok of Life, and it 
| defcribeth plainly chofe that fhall be faved, and thofe that fhall be 
{condemned ; Though it-do. not name them, yet it tels you all - 
‘| thofe figas and conditions, by. which they maybeknown. Dol | — 
need. to.atcend up into heaven, to know, That withent holinefs 
| nome hall fee God ? Heb. 12.14. Or, That it 1 thepure in heart who 
‘| foal fee God ? Matth.5.8. Or, That except a man be born agais, be 
cannot enter into the Kingdom of God ? Joh.3.3.Or, That be that be. 
| Leveth not (that is, toops not to Chrift as his King and Saviour ) | 
ss condemned already ? and that he foall not [ee life, but the wrath of 
God abideth on him? Joh.3,12.36. And that except you repent, 
(which includeth reformation ) yor frall all perify ? Luke 13.355. 
With a hundred more fixh plain Scriprure Expreffions ? Cannot 
thefe.be known without fearching into Gods Counfels ? Why, 
thou ignoranros wilful felf- deluding Sot | Hath thy Bible layn by 
thee in thy houfe fo long, and didft chou nevet read fuch words as 
thefe? Or hait thou read it, os heard it read fo oft, and yet doft | 
thon not remember firch paffages as thefe? Nay, Did& thou not 
finde, that the great drift of the Scripture is, to (ew men who they |. 
are that (hall be faved, and who sot? and let them fee the condi- 
tions of both eftates? And yer doft thou ask me, How I know], 
whe thall be faved ? what necd I go upto heaven co inquire that. |) 
of Chrift, which he came. dowa to carth to teMus / and fenc-his | 
Spirit in bis Prophets and Apoltles co tellus ? aad hah lefe ppon 
Record to allthe world? And chongh I do nor. know che fecrets: 
of thy heart, and therefore cannot tell thee by hame, whether it 
1 bethy ftate, orno; yet, if chon art bur willing and. diligent, thou | 
maift know chy felf, whether. chon be anheir ofheaven, or not ? 
And that isthe main thing that Idefire ; that if thou be yer mnie. |- 
rable, thou mayeft difcern it and efcape it. But can{t chou pe ffibly 
efcape if thou neglect Chrift and falvation ? Heb.2.2. Teit not re- 
folved on, Thacif chou love father, mother, wife, children, honfe; Sianustolvi 
lands, or thy own life better then Chrift, thou canft not be his {7 uke a | 
difciple? and con%quently, cantt never be faved by him ? Ischis |: a 
the word of:man, or-of God? Is it not then anvndoubted con- | 
cluded cafe,thatin the cafe thou art now in;tbou batt not che: leat |: 


I cithe to heaven? Shall I cell chee from the Word. of God ? It is}! | 
| | : 7 1 as eae 
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as impoffible for thee to be faved, except thou be born again and 
made a new creature, .as it is for the devils themfelves to be faved. 
Nay, God hath more plainly and frequently f{poken ic in che 
Scripture, that fuch finners.as thou (hall never be faved, then he 

| hath done,that che devils (hal never be faved. And doth not rhis ci- | 
dings go cold to.thy feart?Me thinks, but that there is yet life and | 
hope before thee, and thou haft yet time and means co have thy 
foul recovered, or elfe it fhould kill chy heart with terror, and the 

"| Gight of thy doleful difcofered cafe, fhould even ftrike thee dead 

with amazement and horror. If old Edy fell from his feat and 
dyed, tohear thae the Ark of God was gone, which was but an 
outward fign of his prefence, how then fhould thy heart be afto- 
oifhed wich this ttdings, chat thou haft loft che Lord God himfelf, 
and all thy titleco his eternal prefence and delights? If Rachel 
wept forchildren, and would not be comforted, becaufe they 
were not; How then fhouldft thou now fit down and weep for 
‘| the happinefs and future life of thy foul. becaufe to thee it is not ? 
VVhen King Beljoazzar faw but apiece of a hand fent from 
God, writing over again him on the wall, it made his counte. 
nance change, his thoughts trouble him, his loyns loofed in 
the joynts, and his knees {mite one again{t another, Dan. 5. 6, 
VVhy, what trembling then fhould feaze on thee, who haft the| | 
hand of God himfelf againit thee? not ina Sentence ortwo onely, | 
but in the very tenor and {cope of the Scriptures 2 not threatning| | 
thee with the lof?ofa Kingdom onely, as he did Belhaxzar, but 
with the lofs of thy part in the everlafting Kingdom? Bur becaufe I 
would fain have thee, if it be poffible, to lay ic clofe to thy heart,1 
willhere ftay a liecle longer, and (hew thee, firft, The greatnefs of 
thy lofs ; and fecondly, The aggravations of thy unhappinefs in this 
lofs; thirdly, And the Pofitive miferies that thou maift alfo en- 
dure, with their aggravations, 


$2) SECT. IIL | 
| Piste ungodly in their Jof$ of heaven,do lofe all chat glori- 


A. ous perfonal perfeGion, which the people of God do there ine | | 
Joy. They lofe that-fhining luitre ‘of the body,furpaffing the brighc- 
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nefs of the Sun at noon day. Though perhaps even the bodies of the 
wicked will be raifed more fpiricual incorruptible bodies,then they 
were on earth,yee that wil be fo far from being a happinefs to them 
that ic onely makes them capable of the more exquifice torments, 
their underftandinge being now more capable of apprehending 
the greatnefs of their lofs, and their fenfes more capable of feel 
ing their fufferings. They would be glad chen ifevery member were 
a dead member, that it might not fecl the punifhment infli@ed on 
ic; and if che whole body were a rotten carkafs, or might again: 
Jye down in the duft and darknefs. The devil himfelf hath an An- 
gelical and excelent nature, but that onely Aonoreth his skilful 
Creator, but is no-honor or comfort ac all cohimfelf: The glory, 
| the beauty , the comfortable perfections they are deprived of; 
much more dothey want that mortal perfection which the Bleffed 
} do partake of :Thofe holy difpofitions and qualifications of minde; | x. 
That bleffed. conformity to the Holinefs of God; that chearful | petiatur : 
readinefsto do his Will; that perfedX rectitude of all cheir ations; | is 
| In ftead of thefe, they have their old ulcercus deformed fouls, that en | 
perverfnefs of Will,thac diferder in their faculties,thac loathing of | defegius Land 
good, that love to evil, that violence of paffion, which they had | fcizzss& fins 
on earth. It is true, their anderftandings will be much cleared, |4/ztus. 
both by the ceafing of their temptations and deluding obje@s. es Dial, 
which they had’ on earth, as alfo by the fad experience which | * | 
they will have in hell, ofthe falthood of their former conceits 
and delufions. Bue this proceeds not fromthe fanctifying of cheit 
natures, And perhaps their experience.and too fate underftanding 
may refrain much of the evil motions of their wils which they | 1m, voinra- 
had formerly ticre on earth; but the evil difpofition is never the |, -2 quibus — 
more changed,{o alfo wil the converfation of the damned in hel be | ita cxipabitur 
voy d of many of thofe fins which they commit here on earth: They .| qutas, wt 
will be drunk.no more, and whore no more,and be gluttonous no i ein dive 
more nor opprefs the ianocent,nor grind the poor,nor devour the: vel defideres 
houfes and eftates of cheir brethren, nor be revenged on theirene- | ju/isia Aug, 
mies, nor perfecute and deftroy che members of Chrift: Aflthefe, | de fide ad 
and many more a@tual fins will then be laid afide. Bue this is not | et 
from any renewing of their natures, they have the fame difpo- 
fitions ftill, and. fain they would commit the fame fins if chey } 
Could; they -want but opportonity, they are now tied up ;}- 
It is part of their torment to be denied thele their sone 5 
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No thanksto them, that they fin not as much as ever ; Their 

hearts are as bad, though cheir actions are reftrained. Nay 

icisa great queition, whether thofe remainders of good, which 

| were left in their natures on earth (as their common honefty,and 

Mat. 13. 12, | morall vertues )be not all caken from them in Hell 2 according to 

Luk.8, 38, | that, Froms bine that hath not, hall be taken away , even that whch 

_ | hebath. Thisis the jadgmenc of Divines generally : But becaufe 

it is queftionable, and much may be faid againit ic, T will lec that 

pafs. Bue certainly they fhall have none of the Glorious per- 

fe@tion of the Saints, eitherin foul or bedy.. There willbea 

reater difference between thefe-wretches,. and che glorified 

- | Chriflian, then there is becwixt a Toad uader a fill, -and the Sun 

in the Firmament. The rich mans purple robes and dclicious fare, 

| did not fo exalt him above Lazarus at his door in fcabs,nor make 

the difference between. them fo wide, asit isnow made on the 
centrary in-their vaft feparation. - | ne 


SECT. IV. 


$. 4 7 
Econdly, But the great lofs of the damned, will be their lofs 
of God, they fhall have no comfortable relation to him: Nor 
Rem. 1.23, | aay of the Saints. communion with him: As they did nor like to 


Job. 21.1,, | retain God in knowledg ; but bid him, Depart from us, we de - 
D:cem milia | fire net the knowledg of thy wayes ; So God will abhor co re~ 
quis ponat Ge | tain chemin hishoufhold, orto give them entertaimment in his 
ianas,ntbd | Fellowthip and Glory. He willnever admit them coche inheri- 
ee tance of his Saints, nor endure them to ftand among them in his 
tid sacidie a| prefence; bat bid them, Depart from me, ye workers of inique- 
Chriflo audwe,| ty, 1knaqyv you not. Now thefe men dare belye the Lord, if not 
Won ors vos. | blafpheme, in calling him by the title of Thee Father; How.beld- 
oe Mac. ly and confidently do they dai ly approach Kim with their lips, and | 
Malti Gebe. | deed reproach him in their formal prayers ; with chat appella- | 
nam abborvent, | ttonjOnr Father? AsifGod would Father the Divels children ; or 
(ga autem ¢a- | as if che flighters of Chrift, che pleafers of the Heth, the friends of 
Jee ee g'o- | the world, the haters of godline(s, or any that trade in fin,and-de~ 
een aia light in iniquity, were the Off- (pring of Heaven / They are ready 
pead aio.Gre. | ROW, in the height of their pre famption, te lay as confident chim 
gor. to Chriftand heaven, as if they were Gncere belicving Saints. The 
; Sweater 
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Swearer, the Drunkard, the Whoremafter, the Worldling, can 

fcornfully fay to the People of God, Whar,is nor'God our Father 

as well.as yours? Doth he not love usas well as you? Wallhe 

fave none but a fewholy Precifians ? O, but when that time is}: 

come, when the cafe mutt be decided, and Ctirift will {eparate his 

followers from his foes, and his faithfull friends from his deceived 

flacterers, where then will be their preiumptuous claim to Chrifte | 

Then they hall finde that God is not their Father, but their re- 

folved fae; becaufe they would not be his people, bue. were re- 

folved in their negligence and wickednefs : Then,though they had 
preached,or wrought miracles in his name,he wil not know them: | | 

And though they were his Brethren or fifters after the flefh, yet 

will be not own them, but reje& them as his enemies: And even 

thofe that did eat and drink in his prefence on carth, hall be caft |} Mar. 7, 22, - 
out of his-heavenly prefence for ever; And thofe-that in his} | 
ame did caft.out Divels, thall yet at his command be caft out to} Mat. 25, 41. 
thofe Divels,and endure the torments prepared for them. And 

as they would not confent that God fhould by his Spirit dwellin| — 

them. fo fhall not thefe evil doers dwell with bum : the Taberna- 


ous, but the way of the wicked leads to perilhing. God is eft | Plal. 1.6,7, 


‘fomse casrion, if it had toft the foal ? Yet all thefe. are nocking to} 
‘the lofs of God,even the little tafte of the fruition of God which 
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| God, isthe hell ofthe ungodly. And asthe enjoying of God is 
che enjoying ofall; So the lofs of God is the lof of All. . 


os . t 


§. 5. SECT. V. 


T Hirdly,Moreover as they lofe God,fo they lofe all thofe {pi- 

ritual delightful Affe@tions,and Adtions,by which che Blefled 

do feedon God. That crafifporting knowledg : thofe ravifhing 

views of his Glorious Face: The unconceivable pleafure of loving 

God. The apprehenfions of his infinite Love to us; The conftant 

joys. which his Saints are taken up with;and che Rivers of confola- 

' | tion wherewith he doth fatisfie them.Is it nothing to lofe all this? 

The employment of a King in ruling a kingdome, doth not fo far 

exceed the imployment of the vileft Scullion er flave , as this 

Heavenly imployment exceedeth his. fg Oe 

Thefe wretches had no delight in Praifing God on earth; their 

recreations and pleafures were of another nature: and now-when 

"| the Saints are finging his prayfes, and impleyed in magnifying the 

| Lord of Saints ;: then hall the ungodly be denyed this happinefs, 

~ - -fand have an imployment fuitable to. their ‘natures and. ‘deferts : 

Their hearts were full. of Hell upor earth =» in ftead.of God and 

his Love,and Fear.and Graces, there was Pride,and felf- love, and 

lu{t, and unbelief ; And therefore Hell muft now entertain thofe 

Hearts, which formerly entertained fo much of it. Their Houfes 

on Earth were the refemblances of Hell : in ftead of Worthipping 

| Ged,and calling upon his name, there was {corning at Beworhin 

and {wearing by hisname.: And now Hell muft therefore be their 

_ habitation for ever, where they hall neverbe troubled with thac 

worthip and duty which they abhorred, but joyn wich the reft of 

the damned in blafpheming that God who is avenging their for- 

mer impieties and blafphemies:: Can it probably be exp€ed,thac 

| they who made themfelves merry while they fived‘on earth, in 

deriding the pérfons and families:ofthe godly, for their frequent 

worthiping and praifing God, fhould at laft be admitted into the 

? Familie of Heaven,and joyn with thofe Saints in thofe more per- | 
fe praifes ? Surely withaut a found efiange upon their hearts be- 

fore they go hence, it is utterly impoffible. It is toa late thenvto 
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ee 
fay,Give us ofyour oyl, for our Lamps are out: Let us now en 
ter with youto the marriage feaft.: let us now joyn with you in 
the joyfull Heavenly melody.. ‘You fhould have joyned in it on 
earth, if you would have joyned in Heaven. As your eyes muft | 

‘becaken up with other kinde of fights; fo mult your hearts be 

caken up with other kinde of thoughts, aad your voices curned to | 

> | another tune. “Asthe doors of heaven will be fhuc againft you ; 
fo will that joyous imploymenc be denied to you. There isno 
finging the fongs of Zion inthe land of your thraldome : Thofe 
that go downto the pit do not praife him; Who can rejoyce in 
the place of forrows ? And who can be glad in the land of con- | 
fufion 2: God:fuits mens imploymentsto their natures; The bent 
of your fpitits was another way,-your hearts were never {et upon 
Godin your lives ; you were never admirers of his Actributes 
and works, nor ever throughly warmed with his love : you never 
longed afterthe enjoyment of him; you had no delight to {peak 
or to hear of him : you were weary of a Sermon or Prayer an hour 
long » you had rather have continued orrearth, if you had known. 
how ; you had rather-yet have a place of earthly preferment, or 
lands and lordfhips,or a featt,or {ports, or your cups, or whores, 
then ro be interefled-m theGlorious Praifes of God,and is it.mect 
then thao you fhould-be members of the Celeftiall Quire? A 
Swine is fitter for a LeGture of Philofophy, or an Af&s to builda 
City , or govern a Kingdom; or adead Corps to feaft at thy 
Table, then thou art for.this work of Heavenly Praife. o 


. aes SECT. Vi - 6. 6. 


E Ourthly, They thall alfo be deprived of the Blefled fociety of 

| I” Angels, and glorified Saints.’ Inftead of being companions of 
thofe happy {pirits,and numbred with thofe Joyful and Triumph- | 
ing Kings; they muft now. be members of the corporation of 
hell, where they (hall have companions of a tar different nature 

and quality. While they lived on earth they loathed the Saints; | 
they imprifoned, banithed them,and caft them out of their focie- 

ties: or at leait they would not be their companionsin{abour,and | _ 
in fufferings : And therefore they: (hall nor now be thetr com-.| 
panions in their Glory. one and abufing them,hating. 
: Oo 3. 


them, |: 


: , 
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them, and rejoycing ia their calamities,was not the way to obrain 


their bleflednefs. If you would have fhined with them as Stars] . 


in the Firmament of their Father, you fhould have joyned with 
them in their holinefs, and faith, and painfuloefs, and patience: 
you fhould have firft been ingraffed with them inco Chnift, che 


common ftock, and then incorporated into the fraternity of | . 
the members , and walked with them in finglenefs of heart, and]: 


watched with them with oy! in yourLamps,and joyned with them 
in mutuall exhortation, in faithfull admonitions, in confcionable 


reformation, in prayer,and in praife ; you fhould have travelled |- 


with them out of che Egypt of your naturall eftate, through rhe 
Red Sea, and Wildernefs of humiltatton and affictahit and have 
cheerfully taken up cheCrofs of Chrift,as well as th 

feffion of Chriftians, and rejoyced with them infuffering perfecu- 
tion, and tribulation : Allchis, if you had fairhfully done, you 
might now have been triumphing with them in glory, and have 
poficfled with them their mafters joy. But this you could not, 
you would not endure : your fouls boathed it, your fefh wasa- 


| gainftie., and thac flefh muft be pleaféed, though you were told 


plainly and frequently what would come. of it: and now you 

ertake of the fruit of your folly, and endure but what you were 
foretold you muft endure ; aad are fhut out of that company, 
from which you firft (hue out your felves; and are feparaned bur 
from them, whom you would net-be joyned with. You could nor 
endure them in your houfes,nor in your Towns, nor fcarce ia the 
Kingdom; you-took them as Abab did E/ias,for the troublers of 
the land,and as the Apoftles were taken for men that curned the 


| world upfide down ; If any thing fell out amifs, you thought all 


waslong ofthem. When they were dead or banithed, you were 
glad they were gone; and thought the Countrey was well rid of 
them: They molefted you with their faithful reproviag your (in; 

| Fheir holy converfations did trouble. your. confciences , to fee 
them fo far excell your felves, and to condemn your loofnefs by 
their ftci€tnefs,and your prophanefs by their confcionable lives,and 
| your negligence by their uawearyed diligence. You frasce ever 
‘heared them pray or fing. praifesia cheir famities, but it was a ve- 
¥ation te you ; And you envyed cheir liberty in the worfhippiag 
ofGod. And-sit then any wonder.if yoube feparared from 
them -hereafeer? I have heard of throft chat have faid, chacif che 

: | Puritans 
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Puritans were in Heaven, and the good fellows in Hell, they had | 
rather goto Hell thento Heaven. And can they think much to | 
have their defires granted them ? The day is neer when they will 

"| trouble youno more ; betwixt chem and you will be a great gulf 

_ {Tet, chat thofe that would -pafs from thence toyou (ifany hada 

"| defire to eafe you witha drop of water) cannot,neither can vid 
“| pafs to them who would go from you (for if they could , there | 
would none be left behinde) Lwk. 16,16. Evenin this life,while | 
the Saints were imperfect in their paffions and infirmities,cloath- 

_ [ed with the fame frail fleth as other men, and were mocked, defti- 
tute, affli@ted and tormented , yer‘in the judgment. of the Holy 
Ghoft,they weie fuch of whom the world as not worthy, Heb, 
11. 36, 37,38. Much more unworthy are atl of their HOW: 

fhip in their a: | ; " 
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Cc 


T he aggravations of the lofs of Heaven 
to the ungodly. : 


~~ SECT... I. 


Know many of the wicked will be ready to 

think, Ifchisbe all, they do not much care , 

y they canbear ic well cnough: what care they 

‘wa. for lofing the perfections above? What care 

they for lofing God,his favor, or his prefence? 

they lived merrily without. himon earth, and 
| why fhould it be fo gricvous to be without 
himhereafter ? And what care they for being deprived of that! 
| Love, and Joy, and Praifing of God ? They never tafted {weet- 
nefs inthings of chat nacure? Or what care they for being de- 

@ prived of che Fellowthip of Angels and Saints ? They could {pare | 
their company in this. world wellenough; and why may they i — 
not be without it in the world to come?To make thefe menthere- | _ 
fore ro underftand the truth of cheir future condition, {will here | | 
annex thefe two things. 7 | , 

a. willfhewyou why this forementioned lofs will be in| 
tollerable, and will be moft cormenting then, though it feem as: 
Nothing now. —— 
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2. I will thew you what other lfoffes will accompany thefe ; 

_ | which though they are lefs in themfelves, yet will now be more 

| fenfibly apprehended by thefe fenfual men. And all this from Rea- 
fon, and the trath of Scripture. 


may appear by chefe confiderations following. | 
Firt, The Underftandings of the ungodly will be then 
cleared, to know the worth of that which they have loft, Now they | 
Jamenc not their lofs of God, becanfe they never knew his ex- 
cellency, nor the lofs of chat holy imployment and fociety, for 
they were never fenfible what they were svorth : A man thac hath 
loft a Jewel,and took it but for a common ftone, is never troubled 
at his fofs ; buc when he comes to know what he loft, then he la- 
menteth ic: Though the underftandings of che damned wil not then 
be fanctifed (as } faid before) yer will they be cleared from a mul- 
titude of errors which now poffefs them, and miflead them to their 
ruine ; They think now that their honor with men, their eftates, 
their pleafures, their health and life, are better worth their ftudics 
ar.d Jubour, then the things of another world which they never 


n milety, and given them the flip in their greaceft need,when they 
come to nowy experience the things which before they did but 
read and hear of, they will chen be quite.in another minde. They 
would not believe chat water would drown, till chey were in 
the fea, nor that the fire would burn, till they were calt inco it ; 
but when they feel ic they will eafily believe: Ali chat error of their 
minde which made them fet light-by God, and abhor his worfhip, 
and vilific his people, will then be confuted and removed by ex- 
perience ; their knowledg (hall be increafed, that their forrows 
ae increaled ; as Adams by his fall did come to the knowledg 
of Good and Evil, fo (hall all the damned have this increafe of 
| knowledg: As the knowledg of the excellency of that Good which 
they do rah and of that Evil which they have efcaped, is necef- 
fary to the glorified Saints, chat chey may raticnally and truly en- 
joy their glory, fo is che knowledg-of the greatnefs of chat goud 
which they have loft, and of chat evil which they have procured 20 
themfelvcs,neceffary to the tormenting of thefe wretched finncrs; 
for as the Joyes of heaven are not enjoyed fo much by thy bodily 
| Pp Pp | fortes, 


I. Then, That this lofs of heaven will be then moft cormenting, | . 


faw ; but when thefe things which had their hearts, have Jefe them | 
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‘| “rally goad,nor good to the owner. Therefore when the Scripture 


Luk 16. 23. 
Pfal.338 6. 


zarus,but afar off;as Ged beholdeth them:afar off,fo they ‘thal they 
behold God afar off :. Oh how happy men would they now think 
themfelves, if they did not know thatthere is fuch a place as hea: 


.when their knowledg would help to prevent their mifery, they 


Therefore then when theic knowledg will but feed their confum- 
‘ing fire, they fhall know whether they wiflorfo; as Toads and 


The 
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or  ————— 
fenfes, as by the intelle@ and affections ; fo it is by underftanding 

their mifery,and by aftections anfwerable,that the wicked thal en- 
dare the ntoft of their rorments ; for as it was the foul chat was che 
chiefeft in the guile (whether pofitively,by leading to fin, or onely 
privatively. in not keeping the Authority of Reaton over Senfe , 
che Underftanding bé gnilty, E will not now difpure) fo fhall the 
foul be chiefeft in che punithment;doubtle(s thofe pocr foulswould 
be (¢omparatively) happy, if cheir underftandizgs were wholly 
caken from them. if they had no more knovwiedg then Ideots, of 
bruit beafts;er if they kdew no more imhell, then chey did upon 
éarth, their lofs and mifery would then fefstrouble chem. Though 
* all knowledg be Phyfteally good, yet fome may be neither Mo- 


faith of the wicked,chat Theyfhall mot fee life, #ob. 3.36. nor {ce 
God,He).12.14. The meaning is, they fhall not poffels life,ot fee 
God as the Saints do,to enjoy him by that fight, they (hall not fee 
him-with any comifort, nor as their own; but yet they (hallfeehim 
to their cerror,as their enemysand (I think) they fhall have fome 
kinde of eternal knowledg‘or beholding of God and heaven, and 
the Saints that are there happy, asaneceflacy ingredient to their 
unutterable calamity: Thé fich man fhall fee e*%brabam and: La. 


ven,or if they could bat fhuc their eyes,andcéat to behold: it: Now 


will nor know, or Will not read: and fludy, that they fliay know - 


Serpents know not theirowa vile and venemous nature, nor thé 
excellence nature of man Or other creacares, and cherefote are mei- 
ther troubled at their.own, nor defirous ofeurs; fois it with the 


ed, then the cafe will be fuddenly alrered. They are now in a dexd 
fleep, and they dream that they are che happielt men if the world, 
and thac the godly are but a company of precife foets, aiid that ez- 
thei heaven will be theirs a$ fure as anothers, or elfe they nay 
make frife without it, ab they have dorte here 5 ‘bat when death 
fmites thefe mem, and bids them awake, and rowferh them out of 


ee : their 


icked heresbut when their eyes at death fhali be faddenly open- |. 
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their pleafant dreams, how will they ftand up amazed and con- 
[founded ? How will their jadgments be changed in 2 moment ? 
J and they that would not fee, thall then fee,and be afhamed, 


SECT. I. 


a. A Nother reafon-to prove that the lofs of heaven will more 
= torment ekem then, is this, Becaufe as the Udder{tanding 
will be cleared, foit will be.more enlarged, and made;more ca- 
pacions to conceive af the worth of. thac Glory which they have! 
Jett. The fixength of their apprehentiong, as wellas the truth of 
them, will be then, encreafed. What deep apprebentions of -the 
wrath of God, of dmmadnefs of finning, of the-mifery-of finners,. 
have rhefe. fouls that aow endure this mifery ,- in comparifon ef 
shofean carththatdo bus-heas efit? what fenftble apprehenfions 
| of theavorth. ofite hathitheceadgaaped man thar is going tobe’ 
executed ,in comparifon-ef what ee was. wont co have in the time of 
|his profperity’? .Much. more -will.che atual deprivation of 
eternal bicifedaels make the: damned.execeding apprehenfive- of | 
the gceatnels of cheir lofs.; and:es. alacge Veffel will hold more 
water chen a fhell,fo will theji more. calaiged waderftandings.con- 
tain mare ovacter co feed their corment, then now cheit fhallew | 
cepacity.can do. - ego, « een ae 


~ 


EE ee SECT. IM... - 
3 A Nd: 98 che damned will have clearer and deeper apprehen- 
ad Afions of the Happinefs which they have loft, fowill they 
have atruer and clofer application ofthis Do&rine co themfelyés, 
which wil exceedingly tend to encreafe chee torment. It will 
then be no frardimatter to them, to fay, <Bhis ismy lols, and this is 
my cveriatiny iremedilefs mifery.. The: waby ofthis, 4s the main 
| caufe, why they ae now fo little croubled at sheir candition. They 
ehardly brouphe co beliove, that these is fuch a Race of mifery ;| 
but more trardiy cobelieve that it is like to be cheir own: This 
makes fo many Sermons to chem tobe loft, and all threatnings 
aad Warnings to prove in vain. oy rl -Minifter of Chatft rele 
a 2 them 
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eaten 


i them their mifery never fo plainly and faithfully,and they will noc 
- | be perfwaded that they are fo miferable: Lethim tell them of 
the Glory they muft lofe, and the fuficrings they muft feel, and 
they think it is not They whom he means; fuch a Drunkard, or fuch 
a notorious finner they think may poffibly come to fuch a doleful 
end, but they liecle chink that they are fo neer it chemfelves. We 
Gnde in all our Preaching by fad experience, thatitis one of the 
hardcft things in the World to bring a wicked man to know that 
he is wicked ; and a man who is potting im the way to Hell, to 
know that he is in that way indeed, or to inake a man fee himfelf 
jina {tate of wrath and condemnatios : Yea, chough the Preacher 

do mark him ont by-fuch undoubted. figns. which he cannot deny, 

yet will he noc apply them, nor be brought:to fay, Ic is my cafe; 

Though we fhew them the Chapter and. che Verfe where ic is 

ee 14, | Writcen, chat without Regeneration and Holmefs, none thal {ce 
~ | God ; and though they know no fuch work that was ever Wroughe 
upon themfelves;’ nay, thongh chey-might cafaly finde: by their 

Rrangenefs tothe néw Birth, and by cheirvery enmity to Holi- 

nefs, that they were never partakers of them, yet do they as verily 

expect to fee God and-to be faved, as if they were the molt fan- 

tified perfons in the world : Ic isa moft difftcule workto make a 

proud perfon know that he ts proud, or acovetous man to know 

that he iscovetons or an ignorant, or erroenious heretical man to 


ee 
SEE 


know himfelfto be fuch a one indeed ; But to make any of thefe | 


to confefs the fin,and to apply the threatning,and to believe chem- 

felves the children of wrath, this isto Humane ftrength an impof- 

fibilicy. How feldom do you hear men after the plaineft difcovery 

| of their condemned ftate, to cry out and fay, lam the man? or to 
acknowledg, that if they dye in their prefent' condigion, they are 

| undone forever? And yet Chrift hath cold us in his Word, That 

ithe molt of the world are in chat eftate; yea, andthe moft of 

jthofe that have the preaching of the Gofpel, For many are called 

but few are chofen ; {o that itisno wonder chat the. worft of men 

are not now troubled at theit lofs of Heaven, and at their eternal 

mifery: becaufe ifwe fhould convince them by the moft undeniable 

Arguments, yet we cannot bring them to acknowledg it: Ifwe 

fhould Preach co them as fong as we have breath, we eannot make 

__, them believe chat their danger is fo great ; exgept aman rife from 

, the dead, and cell chem of that place of torments, and, cell them 
| hos ‘thar 
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on ae 
that their merry Jovial friends, who did as verily think to.be fa- 
ved asthey, are now in kell in thofe flames, they will not believe. 
Nay more, though fuch a Meffenger from the dead fhould appear 
and fpeak to them, and warn them that they come not to that 
place-of torments, and tell chem that fuch and fuch of their dear, 
beloved, worthipfull, or honorable friendsare now there ,defti- 
tute of a drop of water, yet would they not be perfwaded by all 
his. For Chrift hath faid fo, That if they will noi hear Mofes and 
the Prophets, neither will they be perfwaded, though one frould rife 
frows the dead. 7 | -_ 

There is no perfwading them of their mifery till they feel it, 

except the Spirit of the Almighty do perfwade them. if 

‘Oh, bot when they finde themfelves fuddenly in the land of dark- 
| nefs, and perceive by the execution of the fentence thac they were 
indeed condemned,and feel chemfelves in the {corching fames,and 
fee that they are fhut out of the prefence of God for ever, it will 
chen bene fuch difficule matter to convince them of their mifery: 
This ‘particular Application of Gods Anger to themfelves, will 
then be the eafieft matter in theworld : then they cannot chufe 
but know and apply it whether chey will or no. If you come toa 
man that hath lofta leg or an atm, or a childe, or goods, or houfe, 
or his health, isic any hard matter to bring this man to apply it? 
and to acknowledg that the lofs ishis own ? or that the pain whida 
he feels in hisficknefs ishis own? I think not. Why, ic will be far'|: 
more eafie for the wicked in hell, co apply their mifery in the lofs 
of heaven, becaufe their lofs is incomparably: greater. © this Ap- 
plication which now if we (hould dye we cannot get them te, 
for prevention of their dofs, will chen be part of their corment it 
{elf : Othat they could chen fay, It is. not my cafe! But their 
dolourous voyces will then-rore out thefe forced confeffions ; O 
my mifery ! Omy folly ! Q my unconceiveable unrecoverable | 
lofs! " sees © a aE. 
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= SECT.IV. 0 ft $. 
4. Await as the Underftandings and:Confciences offinners | 
: willbe ftrengthened again{t chem, fo alfo will their Af. 
feAions bethen more lively and enlarged then now they. arc = As 
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orators are na a nee 
Judgment will be no longer fo blinded, nor Cenfcience ftifled 
and bribed, as now itis; fo the Affecttons will be no longer fo 
ftupified and dead. A hard heart now makes Heaven and Hell to 
feem but trifles; And when we have fhewed them everlafteng 
Glory and Mifery, they areas men half afleep, they fcarce take 
notice what we fay, our words are caft. as ftones againit a hard 
wall, which fy back in che face of him that cafteth them, but make 
no-impreffion at all where they fall. We talk of cerrible aftonith- 
ing things, but itis to dead men, that cannot apprehend ic: We 
may rip up their wounds, and they never feelus; we fpeak co 
Rocks rather chen to men, the earth will as foon tremble as they = 
O but when thefe dead wretches are revived, what paffionate 
fenfibility! what working Affetions! what pangs of horror ! whac 
depth of forrow willthere chen be ! How violently will chey fy 
in their own faces ! How will they rage againft cheir former mad- 
-nefs | The lamentations of the moft paffionate wife for the lofs 
ot her husband, or of che renderefi mother: for the lofs of her 
-children, will be nothing to theirs for the lo& ‘of heaven. O che | 
felf. accofing, and felf-cormenting fury of thofe forlorn wretches ! 
How they will even tear cheir own hearts, and be Gods Executia- 
ners upon themfelves ! I 4m perfwaded, as it was none but them- 
felves that committed the fin.aad themfelves that were the onely 
meritorious caufe of their fufferings, fo themfelves will be the 
chiefeft executioners of chofe fafferings: God will have it fo for 
the clearing of Juftice, andthe aggravating of their diftrels: even 
| Satan himfelf, ashe was not fo great a caufe of their (inning as 
themfelves, fo will-he mot be fo.great an inftrument as themfelves 
of their corment.. And let them noc think here, that if they aarft 
torment themfelves, they will do well enough, they fhall have wie 
enough to cafe and favor themfelves, and refolution enough to 
command down this violence of their paffions : Alas poor fouls, 
They little know what paffions chofe willbe !and how much be- 
yond the power of their refolucions to fupprefs ! Why have not 
lamenting, pining, felf-confuming perfons on earth formuctrwir or 
power as this ? Why do younot chus perfwade defpairing fouls, 
_| who lye as Spira,inakinde of Helluponearth, and dare not eat, 
| toc dagk, nor be merry, but'terment chemfelves with continual 
terrors? Why do you not fay to them, Su, why willyou be fo 
~mad,zs to be your own Executioner ? and to make your own life 


a a _ . acone- 


when. 
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a contiaual mifery, which otherwife might be as joyful. as other 
mens ? Cannot you turn your thoughts to other matters, and ne- 


veethink of Heaven or Hell? Alas, how vain are all thefe pee-. 


fwafions to him ? how little do they eafe him ? you may as well 
perfwade hum co remove a mountain, a5.to remove thefe heilifh 
thoughrs thac feed upon his {piric, itis as eafie codim to ftop the 
ftream of the Rivers, or to bound the ovetflowing waves of the 
Ocean, asto ftop the ftream of his violent paffions, or co reftrain 
thofe forrows- that feed upon his foul. O how much le(s then can 
thofe condemned fouls, who fee the Glory. before them which they 
have loft, reftrain their heart- ean pce 

So fome direct co cure the Tootkach, De not think of x, and it 


will not grieve you; and fo thefe men. think to eafe their 
painsin Hell: O, butthe lof and pain will make you think oft | - 


whether yor will or n0. You wercas Stocks or Scones mmder the 


threacnings, but you fhall be moft cenderly fenfible under theex-. | 


ecution : Q how happy would you-rhink your felves then, if you 


were tarned into Rocks, or any thing that had. ncither Paffion | 


nor Senfe!O new. how happy were ysaif you could feel as lightly 
asyou were wontto hear! and if youcould flzep out the time of 


Execution, ss you dtd the cime of the Sermons chat warned yon of | 


ft! But-your ftupidicy is gone, it willmotbe, 


SECT. eg eae 


5. N 4 Poeacer: ic will mach moreafe-stee rorment of the dam: 

| , ty that their. Memories willbe as latgc and (trong as 
their Uriderftandings and Affections ; ‘whith will caufe chofe vie- 
lertt Paffions to be ftill working x Were cher lof never fo'great, 
and their fenfe of it never fo paffionate, yet if they could but tafe 
the wle of their Memory, . tho iphifions wontd dye,’ and thar fofs 
bemp forgotten, would fictle toubte then. : Bot-s they Osntot 
lay by their life and beeing, though then they would aceodatan- 
nihilation a fingular mercy ; fo neither can they lay afide any part 
of chat beeing : Underftanding, Confcience, Affections, Memory, 


| mutt all live to torment them, which thould have helped to their : 
| Happinels And as by thefe they fhould have fed upon the Love. 
of God, and drawn forth perpetually the Joys of his Prefence ; 


, $0 te 


lf-cormenting Paffions ! | 


| 28; 


| 
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fo by thefe muft they now feed upon the wrath of God, and 
draw forttt continually the dolours of his abfence. Therefore 
never think, chat when I fay the hardnefs of cheir hearts, and 
their blindnefs, dulnefs, and forgetfulnefs flall be removed, that 
therefore they are more holy or more happy chen before: No,, 
but Morally more vile, and hereby far more miferable, O how: 
many hundred times did God by his Meffengers here call upon 
them, Sinners, confider whether you are going : Do but-makea 
ftanda while. and: chink where your way will end ; what is the 
offered Glory that you fo carelefly reje& 2 will aoc this be bitter- 
nefsin the end? et 3 3 
And yee thefe men would never be brought co confider. But in 
Jer 23.20, | the later days (faich the Lord) they thal! perfectly confider ir; 
Pfalg.16. | when they are enfnared inthe work of their own hands; when 
God hath Arrefted chem, and Judgment is paft upon them, and 
Vengeance is poured out upon them to the full, then they cannoe 
chufe but con{ider it, whesber chey will or no.. Now they have 
no leafure to confider, nerany room in their Memories for the 
things of anocher life: Ah,bue chen they fhail have leafure enough, 
they thall be where they have nothing elfe to do but confider te; 
their Memories (hall have no other impluymenc to hinder them; 
Deut.6.9. | it thall even be engraven upon the Tables of their Hearts. God 
would have had the Do@rine of their eternal Stace to have been 
written on che polts of their doors, on their houfes, on. their 
hands, and on theirhearts; He would have had them mindeit, 
and mention ic, as they rife and lye down, as they fit at home, and | | 
as they walk abroad, that foit might have gone well wich chem! 
at their Jaccer end: And feeing they rejected this covafel of the! 
Lord, therefore (hall ic be written always before them in the place | 
of cheir thraldom, that which way foever they look, they may fill 
behold ic. | . 
Among others, I will briefly lay down here fome of thofe Con- | 
ae which will thus feed the anguith ef thefe damned 
Wret , > oa: 


SECT. 


a es ee 
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- SE Cc T. Vibes ‘ a 


“Irk,te will torment them co think of che greatnefs of the Glo- 

[A ry which chey have loft. O if it hadbeen thae which they could 
have {pared ic had been a {mall matters. eclf-ic‘had beén a loffe 

_| repairable with any ching ¢lfe; Ifichad.been héalth,or wealth,or 
friends, or lifeit had been nothing ; But to bofe that exceeding 
Brernall weight of Glory ! : i. oe 2 oe 


~ Econdly, Te will torment them alfoto think of the pothibil ity 
. J that once they were in of obtaining it. Though all things con- 
(dered there was an impoffibility of any other evenc then what 


did befall; yet ehe thing in it felf was poffible, and their will | 
was left to aft without conftraint. Then they will remember, | 


The time was when I was in as faire poffibilicie of the Kingdome 
as ettiers: { was fec up onthe ftage of the world ; If Ihad plaid 
my parc wilely.and faithfully, now 1 might have had poffeffion 
ofthe inheritance - [ might have been amongit yonder bleffed 
Saints, who am now tormented with thefe:damned fiends! The 
Lord did fet before me life and death, and having chofen death, 
Ideferve to fufterit ; The prize was once held ont before me: If 
Thad san well, I mighe have obtained ic, If I-had ftriven, 
[ mighabave had the maftery, Jf. I-had:foughe valiantly, I had 
beca crowned. ee ae ce 


SEC T. VIII. 


| ‘Hirdly, It will yee more tormenc them to remember, not 


SECT. VIE °° 0 on 


7 a 


§.6. 


$.7:. 


$78, 


‘only the poffibilicy,bue che great Probability that once they | Over? Recon 
Wercin, togbrain the Crown and prevene the mifery. Ix will | ciliatio facilis 


then wound them,to think, Why i had once the gales of the fpirie as perutilis } 


nam facilis 


wOdo tam di fteilis crit polea set Leut mada nemo eft qui recorc'lirt now polit 5 ita poft paulyluns | - 
Memo qu folk : guoniain freut berivritas appaviit ulipaehicm (pein,ultes omncm a ftimat onems; i 


mike expcElare poflamus jade.) diftritioncm. Bzon. sero. x. in Epiphan, | 


q ready ee 
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————— | ready co have affifted me. Iwas fully purpofed to have been ano- 
3 ther man,to have cleaved toChrift,and to have forfook che world; 
I was almoft refolvedto have been wholly for God: I wasence 
even turning from my befe feducing lufts;1 was purpofed never to 
take chem up again, I had even calt off my.ald companions: and 
was refolved to have aflociated my felf with the gédly;. And yet 
Leurned back, and foft my hold, and broak my promifes, and 
(lacked my purpefes; Almoft God had perfivaded me co be a re- 
all. Chriftian, and yerI conquered thofe perfwalions; What 
workings were in my heart when a faithfull Minifter preffed home 
the truth ? O how fair was I once for Heaven? Thad almoft 
hadit,andyet Ihave lohic, If I hadbat followed on to feck 
the Lord,and brought thofe beginnings to maturity and blown up 
the {park of defires and purpofes which were kindled in me,I had 
now.been blefed among the Saincs. | ; 
Thus vill ic wound them, to remember. what hopes they ence 
had, and how a lietle more might have brouphe chemover to [ 
-Chrifk, and have fectheir feerin the way ef peace. 


SHCT. IX, - 


Fouts: Forthermore,it will exceedingly corment them, to 
_ remembér the faic opportimity that once they had, bore now 
have loft, Te leok back upon an age {pent in vanicy , when his [ 
falyatton lay at the ftake. To chink,How many weckaand months, 
and yeers did Ilofe , which ifI had improved,! mg} spew have 
been happy * Wretch that f was 1 Could finde no timggio fmady | 

a 


Stu'te valetue 
dins friscius 
ef peccaturn, 
Nazéanz. 


the work for which | had all my cime? Fad I no time 
my labours, to labour for eternity? Hadi time coeat,and drink, 
and fleep, and work; and aone to feck the faving of my foul ? 
Had I time for fports, and mirth, and vain difcourfe, and none 
for ptayet,or meditation on the life tocome ? Could I cake time. 
_| to look to my eftace inthe world? And noneto try my title co 
Heaven, and to.muke fure of my fpirituall and everlafting Rate > 
O pretious time, whither art thou fied ? I had once cime enough, 
and now I mufthave no more L I had fo much chat] knew noc 
what to do with it; I was fainto devife paitimes ; and co talk 
it away, and trifle it away, and now it is gone, and cannot be re~ 


called { 


FE a EE EEL SOR ITE L BIER CD ELSIE 
catled / O the golden hours that I did enjoy / HadI fpenc but 
one yeer ofall thofe yeers, or but one monch of all chofe months, 
in through examination, and unfeigned converfion , and earneft 
fecking God with my whole heart, ic had been happy for me chat 
ever ] wasborn; But now its paft, my dayes are cut off, my 
glafs ie run,my Sun is fet, and will rife no more ; Godhimfecif 
did hotd me the candle, that I might do his work, and I loitered 
tillie was burnt out ; And now how fain would I have more, 
bur cannot 2.O thatIhad bar one of thof ycers to live over 
again ! Ochat it were poffible ro recall one day, one hour of that | 
time | Oh that-God: would tarn me into the world, and try me] 
once again, with another livestime / How fpeedily would I re- 
pent } How. earneftly would T.pcay | And lye on ny knees day 
and night! How diligently would I hear |! How carefully would 
Lexamune my fpisieualldtare | How watchfully would I'walk ! 


| How ftriétly would Five! Bac its now too late ; alas, too late. 


Labufed-my time to vanity whileft Yaad it, and now 1 matt fuffer: 
jwtly for that abule. | . | | 

Thus will che. remembrance of the time which they loft on. 
earth, be a concinuall torment to thefe condemaed fouls, 


seb 


Tifthly, Aad yee more will it add co their calamity, to remem- 
4 ber how efgen:thiey were perfwaded to return, bork by the 
miriifery ifehblike , aad in private by. afl their godly faichfoll| 
rings; yee dite and exhostatien of the Mindter will now |: 
be.as ary dact in his {piric. How frefh will every Sermon-come 

now into his minde ? eventhede that he had forgotten, as foon 

asheardthem. be even feems to:hear ftill the voice of che Mink | 


fter, and so. fee his tears; O-how faia would he have had metof 


bave efcaped chefe sorments! How. earneftly did he inereat me ! 


Wirb whac'love and.cender eompaffton didhe befeech me /“How} 7 


did his bowels yearn overme ! And yer. 1 did bue make @ jeft of | 
ft, and basdencd my heact.againi all this, Hew oft did he con-| 
vince me, tha all: was sotwell with me! And yee F ftifled all] 
thefe convictions. How plainly did he ripup my fores ! And open}, 
tome my very heart! And Shew methe unfoundnels and deceit- |. 


Oq2 fulnefs _ 
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When T hear 


men under all 


the means that ' 
weerjoy,yer | 


think that their 
Ignorance thal 


| excufe them, ic 


makepeme -. 
think of the 
Anfwer of the 
Agent of 
Charles the §. 


Kimperor to the | 


Ambaffador 

1 of Sient, The 
Sienois having 
rebelled a. 


gainft the Em- | 


petor fene 
their Ambal~ 
fador to ex- 


cufe it; who | muft pay forall this, ificdo nor prevaile with them / And how 


when he could 
finde no other 
excufe rhoughe 
ima jeft to put 
ic of thus 3 


What,faith ke, | che Minifter 


Shall noe we of 

Siena be excuf 

ed, feeing we 
are known to 


be all feols ? 


The Agencre- | exhortations, will caufe their eternal] lamentations. For Chrift 


yed: Eve 
ye fhall ex- 


cule you; bur upon the condition which is fc for fools » which is, to be 
chained. Lord Remy bis 


| could.but have feen me cordially entertain the truth, and rurn to 
| Chrilt! He would have thought himfelf well recompenced for 
| alk bis labors and {ufferings in his work,co have {ecm me converted 


1 godly, neighbours did admonifh and exhore me; They cold me 


be 
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fulnefs of it | And yet was loath to know the worft of my felf, 
and therefore fhut mine eyes, and would not fee. Ohow glad 
would he have been after all his ftudy and prayers and pains, if he 


and made‘happy- by ic.: And did I withftand and make light of 
allthis? Shonid any have been. more. willing of my happinefs 
chen my felf? Had not] morecaufe todefire ic then he? Did it 
not more neerly concern’ me? It was not he, bur I, that was to 
fufter for my obftinacte : He would have laid his taads under my 
feet té‘have done me good’, he would save fallen down to me 
upon his knees to have begged my obedience co his meflage,if that 
would have prevailed with my hardened heart. .O how deferved- 
ly do I now fofter thefe flames, who was fo forewarned of them, 
and fo.intreated to efoape them! ‘Nay my friends, my parents,my 


what would come of my wilfulnefs and negligence atlaft, bute | 

did neither believe them, nor regard them ; Magiftrates were 
fain co refrain the from. fioning by Law and punifhment ; Was 
not the forefight of this mifery fufficient to reftraine me !- — 
Thus wil che Remembranée of all the means that ever they enjoy- 
ed,be fuell co feed the flames intheirconfciences. O that inners 
would but think of this, when they fit under the plain intru@ion 
and preffing exhortations of a faichfull-Miniftry | How dear they 


they will with a thoufand timesin che anguith of their fouls, thar 
they had either obeyed his do@trine; or had never heard him. The 
melting words of exhortation which they were wort to hear will 
be hot burning words co their hearts upon this fad-review. It coft 
dear, even his daily ftudy , his carneft prayers, his 
compaffionate forrows for their mifery, his care, his fufferings, 
his (pemdiag, weakning, killing pains: But O how much dearer 
willic coft thefe rebellious fianers ?. His loft tears, will cof them 
blood, his foft fighs, willcoft them eternall groans, and his loft 


hath faid it, that if any: City or people receive not, or welcome 


kepr bound and en- 
Civill confederations, Chap: 79. pag. 200, : 
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seagate 
not the Gofpel, the very duft of the meffengers feet (who loft his 10.1 
cravaile co bring them ghat glad tidings) thall i ale againft ree i 
them , much more then his greaterpains : Anditthallbe eafier| 
for Sedem and Gomorrah in the day of Judgement then for that 
City. That Sodom which was the fhame of the world forunna- 
| curall wickednefs, the difgrace of mankind : that would have 
committed wickednefs with the Angels from Heaven; that were 
not afhamed f profecure their villany in the open ftreet;that pro- 
ceeded in their rage againft Lets admonitions yea under the very 
miraculous jadgement of God, and groped forthe door when 
they were ftricken blinde ; That Sodom which was confumed 
with fire from Heaven, andturned co that.deadly Sea of waters, 
and fuffers the vengeance of eternall fire (7d. 7.) even that 
Sodome (hall (cape better in the day of Judgment, chen the neg- 
tecters of thisfo-great Salvation. It will fomewhat abate the heat 
of their torment, that they.had noc thofe falland plain offers: of 
grace, nor thofe conftant Sermons, nor preffing perfwaftons, nor 
clear conviGtions, as thofe under the found of the Gofpel have 
had. I befeech thee who Readeft thefe words, flay here a while, | 
and fad ly think of what I fay. I profeffe to thee from the. Lord, 
itis eater thinking of it now, then it willbe then; Whara dole. 
full aggravation of thy mifery would this be, that the food of thy 
foul,(hould prove thy bane? And chat That fhould feed thy ever- 
lafting torment, which is fent tofave thee, and prevent thy tor- 
ments ? : de | act 


Hel. 2° 3. 


| - SECT. XI. | | 
Ixthly, Yer further, it will much add to the torment of 

-) thefe wretches to remember, that God himfelf did con- | 

defcend: to intreat them, That all the intreatings of the Mi+ |: ‘ 

nifter were the increatings God : How long he did wait, 

How freely he did offer, how lovingly he did invite, and how 

importunately he did folicite. them. How the fpiric did con- 

tinue Rriving with their hearts, asif he were loath to take a deny- | 

all. How Chrift ftood knocking at the door.of their hearts , Ser- 

mon after Serthon, and one Sabbath after another; crying out, | 

Open, finner, open thy heart to thy Saviour, and I willcome in,-| 

and fup'with thee, and thou with me, Rev, 3.20. Why fianert| 


TS 
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-| Are thy fufts and carnall pleafures better chen I ? Are thy world- 
. ly Commodities berter then m "weralting Kingdom? Why thea 
a. dot thon refit me? Why. do t thou thus delay ? Whae doft 
Hof. 8. 4. chou mean, that thou déft-net opento me? How long fhall ie be 
Jer. 4.14. till chou attain to innocency ? How long fhall ehy vain thoughts 
Jer. 3, 2g, | todge within thee? Wo to thee, O unworthy (inner; wilt chow 
“oT got be made clean ? Wiltthou not be pardoned, and fandtified, 

| Pfa.81,23,14, | and made happy ? When fhall it once be ? O chac®thau wouldtt 
Ii, 48.17,18. | hearken to my word, andobey my Gofpel! Then thould thy 

| ] peace be as the river , and thy righteoufnefs as the waves of the 

Sea: though thy fins were asred as the Crimfon, or Scarlet, 1 

| ; would make them as white as the Snow,or Wooll. O that chou 
fIfa, x, 18, were but wile, to confider this! and that thou wouldeft in cime 
Deut. 32+ 29: | remember thy latcerend! before the evildayes do come upon 
Eccl 22.3, | thee, and the ycers draw nigh when chou hale fay of all thy vain 
 .. | delights; I have no pleafure in chem! Why fioner! ‘Shall chy 

_. Maker chus befpeak chee in vain ? fhall che God of all the world 

- | befeech thee tobe happy, and befeech thee to have pitty upon thy 

own foul, and wilt thou not regard hig ? Why did ke make thy 

‘| ears,but co hear his voice? VVby did he make chy unde {tanding, 

Hag.1.5. but co confider? Or thy heart, but to entertaia the Son in abedi- 
entiall Love? Thus faith the Lord of Hofts, confider thy wayes.—— 
Ohow allthele paffionate pleadings of Chrift,will paffionaeely 
sranfport the damned with felf-indignatton! That they will be 
ready tocear our their own hearts | How frefh will the remem- 
| brance of them be ftillin their minds ? launcing their fouls with 
| renewed torments ! What felf-condemning pangs will it raife 
} withia them, to remember how often Chrift would have gathered 
them to himfelf,even as the Hen gasherethherChickens under bec 

wings, but they would not? Then willthey cry oug againit them 

felves, O how juftly is all his befallen me! Mult I tire out the 
paticace of Carift ? Muft Imake the God of Heaven to follow 
mic in vain, from kame to the Affembly * from thence to my 
Chamber? from Alchoufe to Alehoule ? Till | had wearied him 
withcryingto me, Repeor, Return? Mu& che Lord of all the 

_ world thus wait upon me? and all ia vain P Ohowjuftly igchae 

| Pascace now turned sntefyry 2 which falls upon-my foul with 
‘ingefiftible violence? when thetord cryed out to me.ia his word * 
i kew dong wall it-be before thou wik be madg chan and holy ? 


| ge-Crown was tendered to them. If their work had been, to 
| remove Mountains, te conquer Kingdoms, to fulfill the Law to | 
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My heart, or at leaft my pra&ice anfwered, Never ;. I will never 
be fo.precife , And now when I cry out, How long will it be tilt 


finner, I befeech shee forthy own fake , think of this for preven- 


ence continueth waiting ppon thee: Canft thou chink i. will do 
fo (till? yet the offers of Chnift and life are*made ro thee in the 
Gofpel; and the hand of God is ftretched out tothee : But will 
ic Rill be. thus? The fpiric hath not yer done ftriving wich thy 


chee over to a reprobate fenfe,and let chee perifh in the ftubborn- 
nefg and hardnefs of thy heart? Thou halt yet life,and tinte,and 
ftrength,and means ; But dof thou think this life will alwayes 
laft ? O feek the Lord while he may be found, and call upon him 
‘while he isneer ; He that hath an ear tohear, let him heas what 
‘Chriftinow fpeaketh to his foul, And today, while it is called to 
day,harden not your hearts; left he fwear in his wrath that you 
thal! never enter into his Re For ever bleffed ishe, that hath 
a Hearing heart and ear, while Chrift hach a Calling voice. 


SECT. XII. | 
GEventhly» Ain i will be 2 moft cutting corfaderat:on to 


might havecfcaped their miferie ; and on what eafie conditions 


che (malictt rietle,then the impoffibilicy would fomewhar aflwage 
the rage of their felf-accufing contcience : If their conditions for 


ing that burden which Chrift was fain co bear ;, Why this were 
mica but to {nffer Hell, co efcape hell : but their conditions 
were 0 

eafie. which Jefus Chrift would have laid upon them, hiscommand- 
ments were not grievous... Ic was but to repent of their former 


Mhe freed from this torment, and faved with the Saints? How 
juftly do receive the fame anfwer? Never, Never? —~-—-O | 


tion, while the voice of mercy foundethin thine ears: Yet pati- : 


heart ; Bac doft thou know how foon he may turn aivay,and give ae $s: bo: 


ghefe damned finners, to remember on what eafie tearms they | 


beaven had been,the fatisfying of Juftice for alftheir eranfgreffi- | 
ons, the fufftring of allthat che Law did lay upon them, er bear. | 


another.nature ; The yoke was light, and the barden was 


tran{- 
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Mat. 11.28, 29. 
‘3 Johws. 3. 


| selene a 


292 —- The Saints everlafting Reft. 


ane. 


tranfgreffions,and cordially co accept him for cheirSaviour and 
their Lord;to ftudy his will,and fcek his face;to renounce all other 
happinefs, bur that whichhe procurethus, and to take the Lord 
alone for our Supream Good: co renounce the government of the 
world and the flefh, and-to fubmit co his meck and gratious go- 
vernment ; to forfake the wayes of our own deviling , andto 
walk in his holy delighrfull way , to engage our felvesco this by 
Covenant with himeand to continue faichfull in thac Covenant. 
Thefe were the cearms on which they might have enjoyed the 
Kingdom : And was there any thing unreafonable in allthis ? Or 
had they any thing co objet againft ic? Was it a hard bargain 
to have Heaven upon thefe conditions ? When all the price 
. [that ts required, is only. our Accepting it in chat way chac che 
Wifdom of our Lord thinks meet co beftow ic? And for theie 
want of ability co perform this,it confiftech chiefly in cheir want. 
‘of will: lfthey were but. willing, they (hould finde thar God 
| Would nor be backward to affift them, If they be willing, Chrift 
is much more willing. | oe 
O when the poor cormented wretch {hall look back upon thefe 
eafie tearms which he refufed, and compare the Jabour of them 
with the pains and lofs which he chere fuftaineth, te cannot be now 
conceived how tt will renchis very heart! Ah (thinkshe) how 
juflly do T fuffer all his, who would not be at fo fmall coft and 
pains to avoid ic ! \WWhere was my underftanding when I negledt- 
ed that gracious offer | When I called the Lord, ahard Matter! 
and thought his pleaiant {cr vice to be abondage, and the fervice 
of the Divel and my flefh, to be the only delight and freedom! 
Was I not a thouland times worfe then mad, when | cenfured che 
holy way of God, as needlcts precifeneis ! And cryed out onit 
asan incollerable burden! When J thoughe. the Laws of Chrift, 
too ftri@! and all coo much chat J did for tine life to come ! O, 1) 
what had all the crouble of duty been,in comparifon of che trouble! 
thac I now fittain? Gr all che fufferings tor Chat and wel- 
doing, in comparifon of thefe fulferings that I mutt undergo for! 
ever? Wharit Thad {pent my daves in rhe ftritteti. life chat ever 
did Sainee whacif Thad lived ftillupon my knees? Whac if [had 
loft my credic wich men ? and been hated of all men for che fake ! 
{ oF Chrift ? and born the reproach and {corn of che foolithe What: 
Vif Thad been impritoned, or banifhed,ur put co death? ar 
had : 
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had all this been co the miferies chat I now mutt fuffer > Then had? 
my fufferings now been all over, vvhereas they do but now begin ‘| 
but vvill never end: Would not the heaven which I have loft, |. 
have recompenced all my Joffes ? and fhould not all my fufferings 
have been there forgotten ? What if Chrift-had bid me do fome | 
great matter ? astolive in continual tears aad forrow, to fuffer | 
death a hundred times over? ( which yet he did not) fhould I 
not have done ic ? How much more,vvhen he faid but, Believe and: |’ 
be faved ? Seek my face, and thy foul fhall live: Love me above all, | 
vvalk in my fweet and holy vvay, take up thy Crofs and follow 
me, and I wvill fave thee from the wvrath of Gad, and 1 will give. 
thec everlafting life. O gracious offer ! O eafierearms! O curfed }. 
wretch,that vvould not be perfwaded to accept them. . * 


a 


SECT. XIII 


Fight. Furthermore, this alfo: will be a moft tormenting 
Confideration ; to remember what they fold their eternal 
| welfare for, and what it was that they had for heaven? when they 
compare the value of the pleafures of fin, with the value of the, te- 
compence of reward which chey forfook for thofe pleafures : how comburi,quans 
will che vaft difpro.6rtion aftonifh them ! To chink ofa few mer- | bereditatem 
ry hours, a few pleafant cups, or {weet morfels, a little eafe, or Sale acquifitam 
low delight corhe fith. the applauding breath of the mouth of a ue al 
mortal men, or the poflcffiun of fo mueh * gold or earth ; and then alse ” 
-o think of the everlafting glory 1 ‘what a vaft difference becween | Alexand, Fa- 
chem will‘then appear? To think, This is all I had for my foul, britius inDe- 
my God, my hopes of Bieffédnefs ! It cannot poffibly be expreffed. ftruGorio 
how thefe. choughes will tear his very heart. Then. will he exclaim sare ni 
again{t his folly, O defervedly miferable wretch ! Did 1 fec my Pius of 
foul to fale on fo bafe a price ? Did J part wich my God fora little | divitiar# pre- 
* dirt and droits ? and fell my Saviour, as. 7udzs, for alittle filver 2 . Pr Semum epi- 
] Ofor how fmall.amatter have 1 parted with my Happinefs 21 5%": Mt lu- 
had but a dream of delight, for my hopes ofheaven ; and now I. platen a (ede 
am awaked, it is all vanifhed : where are now my honors and at- | bys ambulan. 
‘tendance ? who doth applaud me, or trumpet ouc my praifes? pear 
a dead 3 sama rou ene aes [eae 
in penis opes uth miXxiunas difpeveit de delet, Wigandis ia Habuc. a. pag doo... ; : 
foul papas Sequentivng, Peni Ca ubi (upra f ‘ B-Roo, i all 
fc 
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where is the Cap and’ Knee that'was wont to do me reverence 2 
my Morfels now are turned to Galt,and my Cupsto Wormwood :} » 
They delighted me no longer chen while they were paffing down, 
when they were palt my tafte, the pleafure penthed. And isthis 
atl chat I have’ had for the ineftimable:treafare? O whae a mad 
exchange did I make? what if [ had gained all che world and lo 
‘my foul? would ic have been a faving match? But alas, how 
{tall a part of the world wasit, for which T gave up my pare in}. 
Glory ? ——Otthar finners would forethink of this, when they 
ate fwimming ‘ii delights of ficth ; arid ftudying how tobe rich, 
and‘honorable in‘tite world‘! when-they are ‘de{perarely- ven: 
turing upon known tranfgreflion,and finning againft che checks-of 
Confciencee}* + 7 - = * 


$14 . SECT. KFY. . | 
yTInthly, Yet much more will icadd unto cheir torment, wheg 
Nthey confider chat all this was their own doings, and that 
they moft wilfully did procure cheir own deftru@ion : Had they 
- +; | been'forced to fin whether they would or no,it would much abate 
vf the rage of their confciences ; Or if they were pues for an- 
"| otfer mans tranfgreffions s or if ay other had’ been the chiefett 
_-| author oftheir ruine ; Butto think, thar ic was the choice of herr 
~ {| own'will ; and that God had fet chem in fo free a condition, thar 
_ {mone in the world could have forced’ them to fin againtt rheir: 
* | wils, ‘chis wil be a griping thoughr ro their hearts. WHat ( thinks 
‘| this wretched creatyre) haf I'norenemies enough in the world, 
"| but F mutt be an.enémy:co'my felf? God would neither give the 
_ .{ devil nor the World fo much power over me, asto force me to 
~ | dommift’ the teaft’ cranfgreffion : if I had noc confented, their 
temprations had Been tn vain, cHey could bur intice me, it was my 
felfthac yielded, and tHar did the'evil; and mift I needs lay hands 
| updn fine own' fouf? arid imbrew my hards in: my own blood? | 
..| Who fhould piety me, ‘who piected‘not my felf, atid who brought [ 
| allthis upon mine own head? When the encmies of Chrift did 
pult down his Word and Laws, his Miniftry and Worfhip, the 
. {news of icdid rejoyse the’; when chey fet up dumb, or feducing, or 
:. Langedg ly Minilters,in flead-of che faithful Preachers of the Gofpel, | 
| Twas gladtohaveit fo';\when the Minifter told me the evifoft 
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mine enemy, and his Preaching did fin:up my hatred againfthim. 
and every Sermon did cut me to the heart,and I was ready to gnath 
my teeth in iadagnation againt him. }f adrunken Cerempnious 
Preacher did fpeak me fair, or read the Common Praycr, or fome 
roothlefsHomilpinitead of a fearching plain-deaking Sermon,why, 


means of mine own welfare;never had I {o great an enemy as-my 
felf;never did God do me any good, or offer me any for the wel- 
fare of my foul,but J refifted him,and vvas utterly unwilling of ir : 
he hath heaped mercy upon me,and renewed one deliverance after 
j another, and all co ineice my heart unto hiin, and yet wvas I never 
heartily willing to ferve him: He hath-gently chaftized me, and 
made me groan under the frnit of my difobedience, and yer, 
though I promifed largely in my affliGtion, I was never unfainedly 
vvilling to obey him: Never did agood Magiftrateactempt a 


| Reformation, but: vvasagainit ic, nor a good Mimifter labour 


the faving of the Flock, buc I vvas ready toihinderas ‘much as I 
could; nor a good Chriftian labour to fave hisfout, burt i vvas 
| ready ro difcourage and hinder him to:my power, as if it vvere not 
enough re perifh alone, but-I mult draw all others tothe fame 
deftru€tion. O vvbat caufe hath my wvife, my children, my fervants, 
my neighbours, ro .curfeche day that ever. they:faw me /. Asif I 
had been madero refift God, and to. deftroy my own'and other 
mens fouls, fo have I madly behaved: my felf. Thus will it gnaw 


{upon the bearts af thefe wretchcs, to semember that they were 
| the caufe of their own vodoing ; and.that they vvilfully and obfti- 


| nacely perifted in theirRebellson,and were meer Voluntiers in the 
fervice ofthe Devil; They vould venture, th¢y vvould go on, 


* 1 they would not hear him chac fpoke agatnft it: ‘God called'to 
~ | them, cohear and ftay, but they-vwould not ; Men calied, Con- 


| {cience called , and faid to them (as Pilates vvife, ) Have nothing 
to do vvith thac hateful fm, for I have faffered many things be- 
canfe of it, burrkey vvould not hear, their Will vvas theic Law, 
their Rule and their Ruine. 7 a ae 
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my ways,and the dangerous ftate thag my fouf was in,I cook him for 


this was according to-my own heart ; never was I yvilling of the | - 


295 


Matt.27.19 


296 3 ‘The Saints everlafting Reft. 


if Pnee and faftly, Ie will yee make the vvound in their Con- 
fciences much deeper, vvhenthey fhall remember,chat ic vvas 
not onely their own doing, but that they vvereat fo much coft 
and pains fortheir own damnation : What great undertakings did 
they ingage in for to effect cheir ruin? To refit God, to conquer 
the Spirit, to overcome the power of Mercies, Judgments, 
and the Word it felf, to filence  onfcience | all. this did they cake 
upon them, and perform. W hat a number of {ins did they manage} - 
at once? what difficulties did they fet upon 7even the conquering 
of the power of: Reafon it felf. ‘What dangers did they adven- 
‘\tureon ? Though they walked-in continual danger of the. wrath 
of God, and knew-he could lay them in the duftin a moment ; 
though they knew they lived in danger. of ecernal perdition, yet 
would they run upon all this..What did they forfake for the 
{fervice of Satan, and pleafures of fin? They forfook their God, 
“itheir Confeience, their beft Friends, their eternal hopés of falva- 

tion, and all. They that could not tell how to forfake a luft, ora 
little honor or eafe for Chrift ; yet can lofe their fouls, and-all, for 
fin. O the labour that ic coftech poor wretches to be damned ! 
Sobriety they might have at a cheap rate, and.agreat deal of 
health and eafeto boot; and yet they will racher bave Glutton 
and Drunkennefs, with poverty, and fhame,and ficknefs,and belch- 
- ings, and vomitings ; wich the outcries and lamentations of wife, 
land children, and Confcienceit felf. Contentednefs they. might 
have with eafe and delight ; yet will chey rather have Covetonf.- 
nefs and: Ambition, though it coft them f{tudy, and care, and fears, 
and-labour of body and minde, and a continual unquietnefs and 
‘diftra@tion of fpirit, and ufually a fhameful overthrow at the laft. 
Though their anger be nothing but a tormenting themfelyes, and 
Revenge and Envy doconfume their fpirits, and keep them upon a 
continual Rack of difqu et, though uncleamnefs deftroy their bo- 
‘dies, and ftates, and names ; and though they are foretold of the 

hazard of their ecernal Happinefs, yet will they do and fuffer all 
| this, rather chen fuffer their fouls to be faved. How faft runs Gebezs 
for his Leprofie ? what coft and pains is Nimrod at to purchafe an 
univerfal confufion? How doth an Amorous e4msnon pine himfelt 
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| Abfalon feck a hanging? Abitophels reputation and his life muft go 
. | rogether ; even when they are {truck blinde by a. Judgment of 
God, yet how painfully do the Sodomites grope and weary them- 
felves to finde the door ? what coft and pains are the Jdolatrous 
Papifts at for their multifarious Wilworfhip ? How unweariedly 
and unrefervedly have the Malignant enemies of the Gofpel a- 
‘mong us, {pent their eftates. and health, and limbs, and lives, to 
overthrow the power of Godlinefs, and fet up Formality ? co put 
out the light that fhould guide them.to heaven 2 and how earneftly 
“1 do they {till profecute irto the laft ? How do the Nations gene. 
rally rage, and the People imagine a vainthing ? The Kings of the 
Earth fecting themfelves,. and the Rulers taking counte! together, 
again{t the Lord, and againfthis Chrift ? that.chey may break che 
bonds of his Laws. afunder, and caft away the cords of his Govern- 
ment from them,though he chat ficceth in heaven do laugh thicm to 
1 corn, though the Lord have them in derifion ; though He fpeak 
co them in his vvrath, and vex them in his fore difpleafure, and re- 
folve chem, that yet in defpige.of them all, He vwvill fet bis King 
upon his holy rail of Sian? Yet wvillthey. fpend-and tire out them- 
felves as long as they are able co ftir againft che Lord. O how the 
reviews of this will feed the flames of Hell? Wich what rage 
vvill chefe damned wretches curfe themfelves ?and fay, Was dam 

nation vvorth all my coft and pains ? vvas it not enough that I 
perifhcd through my negligence, and that I fir ftill vvhile Saran 
played his game, buc I mutt feek fo diligently for my own perdi- 
tion? Might I not have been damned on free-coft. but | mult pur- 
chafe it fo dearly 2 I thought I could have been faved without fo 


ado? How wel is all my care,and pains,and violence now requited? 


commanded me co vvork out my Salvation! O if [had done as 
much for Heaven, asI did for Hell, I had furely had ic. I cried out 


Duty and Self-denial ; and yet I could be ac a great deal more: 
I did my pleafures and profits, and honors, and chought on him 


as often, and fought him as painfully, O how happy had I now 
been / But juftly do I fuffer the flames of Hell, who wouid rather 


| away for a felf. deftroying laft ? How ftudioufly and painfully doch. 


much ado ; and could I not have been deftroyed without fo much 


Mult I work out fo laborioufly my own damnation, vvhen God | 


pains for Satan, and for death. If I had loved Chrift as ftrongly as. 


F / , . | ; . — %. 
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As Phocion, 
when being 
condemned 


.todie, his . 
fellows had 


drunk up all 
the poylon 
beforchim fo 
that he could 
not have any, 
except he 
would pay for 
it a dear price, }. 
he deGres his 
friend to pay 
for it, guoni~ 
an Athens 
ne mors qui- 
dam gratis ie: 
Cet 5 fa, be- 
caufe Ged ia 
mercy: hath 
refolvea rhat 
no man fhill 
be damned - 
except hebuy | 
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they will pay 
the price ta-~ 
ther chen ef. 
cape. 

Phil,2, x2. 


of the tedious vvay of Godlinefs, and of the painful courfe of | 
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rather buy them { dear, then have'Heaven on freecoft, when it 
was purchafedto my hands? ——- _ : , 

Thus I have fhewed you fome of thofe thoughts, whichwill az- 
pravate the mifery of thefe wretchesfor ever. O that God would 
perfwade thee,who readeft thefe words, to take up thefe thongzhrs 
now feafonably and foberly for the preventing of chat unconceiy - |. 
able calamity, that fo thou mayelt not be forced in defpite of 
_| chee, to cake them up in Hellas thy own Tormentor. 

It may be fome of thefe hardened wretches, will jeft at afl this, 

{ and fay, How know you what thoughts the damned in Hell will 
have ? | | | 

| Anf. Firft, VVhy read but the 16 of Z#ke,and you thall chere 

finde fome of their theughts mentioned. a 
1 Secondly I know their underftandings will not be taken from 
them, ner their confciencé, nor Paffions : As the Joyes of Hea- 
ven are chieflyenjoyed by the Ractonall foul in its Rationall a&.- 
ings: fo alfo muft che painsof Hell be fuffered. As they will be 
men ftill, fo will they act as men. 

Thirdly, Befide,Scripture hath plainly foretold usas much, that 
their own thoughts fhallaccufe them, Roms. 3.15. and their hearts 
condemn them. And we fee it begun in deSpairing perfons 
1 here. | en a ' 


~ 
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CHAP. i « 
They fhall lofe all things that are com- 
fortable; aswellas Heaven, 


SECT. I. 


MES Aving fhewed you thofe confiderations 
Mm . which willthen aggravacctheir mifery, F 
mm amnext to fhew you their Additonal! 
loffeswhich will aggravate it.For as God- | 
~ linefs hath the promife both of this life 
C1 Be andthat which is cocome,and asGod hath 
FS ND aid, chat ifwe fir feck his Kingdom and 


added cous: fo alfoare the angodly threated with che fofs both 
of {piritval and of cerporal bieffings; and becaufe they fought 


3 


taken from them even chat little which they have. If they could | 

buc have kepe their prefent enjoyments , they would not much. 

have cared for the lofs of Heaven : let them take it that have more | 

minde ofic; But catching at the (hadow and Joofing the fub- 

ftance, they now finde that they h 
; | : t 
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Righteoufnefs, all things elfe fhall be] 


tor firft Chrifts Kingdom and righteoafnefs, therefore hall they | 
Jofe both.it, and thae which they: did feek; and chere (hall be | - 


xve loft both, and that when | - 
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they reje€ted Chrift, they rejefed all things. Ifthey had loft and 
forfaken all for Chrift, they would have found all again in him ; 
for he would have been all in allo chem: But now they have 
forfaken Chrift for other things, they fhall lofe Chrift and chat al- | . 
fo for which they did forfake hum. 


) 


~ Buct will particularly open to you fome of their other. loffes. 


SECT. IL 


FE: They thal lofe their ‘prefene prefumptuous conceit and 
belief, of cheir Interelt in God, and of his favour cowards 
them, and of their part in the merits and fufferings of Chrift. This 
| falfe Belief doth now fupport their fpicits, and defend them from 
the terrors that effe would feiz upon them.; and fortifie thent 
againft the fears of the wrath to-come. Even as true Faith doth 
afford the foul a true and grounded fapport asd. confolation, and 
enableth usto look to Eternity with undaunted courage : So 
alfo a falfe ungrounded Faith doth afford a falfe ungrounded 
comfort ; and abates the trouble of the confiderations of Judg-| 
ment and damnation. But alas,chis is buta palliat falve,a deceitful 
comfort; what will eafe their trouble when this is gone? VVhen 
they can Believe no longer,they will be quietad4n minde no tong- 
er,and rejoyce no longer. Ifa man be neer to shé greateft mifchief, 
| and yee ftrongly conceit that he isin fafety ; hisconceit may make 
him as cheerfull as if all were well indeed,till his mifery comes,and 
then both his conceit and comforts vanith, An-ungrounded per- 
fwafion of happinefs, isa poor cifte for reall mifery. VVhem the 
mifchief comes,it will cure the mif belief; but dutbelief can nei= 
ther prevent nor cure the mifchicf.If there wer¢no.more to make 
aman Happy but to believe that he is fo,or thall be fo, happinets 
would be far commonner then now it is like to be. Ic isa: won- 
| der, that any man who is not a {tranger both to Gofpel and 
Reafon, fhould be of the Antinomian faith in this; whocell-us. 
that faith isbucthe believing that God Jovethus, and chat our 
(ins are already pardoned through Chrift; that. chis is che cheit 
thing chae Minuters fhould preach; that our Minifters preach 
not Chrift, becaufe they preach not this; thae every. man oughc 
thus to believe, buc no man to queftion his Faith, whether he 


reece believe 
_ rene 
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"| believe cruly or not,¢c. But if all men muft believe that their fins 
are pardoned;then moft of che world mult believe a lye;And ifno 
man ought.to queftion the trach of his faith, chen moft men thall 
reft deluded with an-ungrounded belief. The Scripture command. 
eth us firlt co believe for remiffion of fins , before we believe that 
our fins are remitted: If we believe in Chrift,that is,accept him cor- | 
dially for our Saviour,and our King,then we (hall receive the par- 
don of fins. The cruch is, we have more ado to Preach down this 
Antinomian faith,chen they have co Preach it up;and to Preach our 
‘people from facha believing,then they have to preach them coit.I 
fee no need to perfwade people fo to believe, che generality are 
ftrong and confident in fuch a belief already. Take a congregation 
‘{.0f 5000. perfons,and how few among them all will you fode,that 
do not believe that their fins are pardoned , and chac God loves |. 
hem?E{pecially of che vileft finners,who have leaft caufe to believe 
it?Indced,as it is all the work of thofe men to perfwade people to 
this belief: fo is it the hardeft cask almoft chac we meet with,to con- 
vince men of the ungroundednefs of this belief, and to break that |. 
peace which Sa:an maintaineth in their fouls.Neither do I know a |’ 
commoner caufe of mens deftruction, then fuch a misbelief. Who 
will feek for that which he believes he hath already 2 This is che 
great engine of Hell,to make men go merrily to their own perdi- |. 
tion. know men cannot believe Chriit, or believe in, or upon 
Chrift,either coo foon,or too much. But they may believe, or judg 
that chemfelves are pardoned,adopted, and in favour with God, 
too foon, and too much. Fer 2 falfe judgment is always too much 
and too foon.As true groundedFaith is the mafter grace in the Re- 
gencrate,and of greatelt ufe in che Kingdom of Chrilt;fo is a falfe 
ungrounded faith,the mafter vice in the unregenerate foul, and of 
greatelt ufe inthe Kingdom of Satan. Why do fuch a multitude fit 
{till,when they might have pardon for the feeking ? but chat they 
verily think they are pardoned alre ady? Why do men live fo con- 
centedly in the power of the devil,& walk fo carelefly in the certain 
way to Hel/but that they chink cheir way wilhaveno fuchend,and | 
that the Divel hath nothing to do with them? they defiehim, they] ~ .—- 
fpic at the mention of his name. If you Could aske fo many. 1000 4s | 
are now inHell,What madnefs could cau{c you to come hither vo. 
lunrarily ?or to oe Satan to this ple of corment? when you 
might-follow Chrift to the land of Reft? They would moft of them 
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anfwer you, V.Ve believed chat we had followed towards Salvati- 
on; and that the way which we were in, Would have brought us 
| Heaven: V Ve made fare account of being faved,till we found ous 
felves damned; and nevey feared Hell, cell we were fuddenly in 
ties we would have renounced oar finfull courfes.and companioas, 
-bue that we chought we might have them, and heaventoo; VVe} 
would have foughe after Chrift more heartily, bac chat we choughe 
we had part inhimalready ; VVe would have been more earn- 
eft feekers of Regeneration, and the power of godlinefs,but thar 
-we verily thought we were Chriftians before. Oif we had known 
‘as much as now we know / what lives would wehave led | what 
perfons would wehave been ! But we have fiucered our felves in- 
to thefe unfufferable corments: V Ve were cold of this before from 
the word of God: but-we would not belicveic, cill we felc it; 
. fiand new there isno remedy. ——— Reader, do. but ftop, and 
: think here with thy felf how fad a Cafe cinses ? Yhat men (houtd 
| fo refolucely cheat chemfelves of chetr Everfalting Reft? The 
Lord grant it never prove thy own cafe. I would. be very foattp 
to weaken the true faith of the meanels Chriftian, or to perfwade 
any man that his fatch is falfe, when it istrue: God forbid, char L. 
fhould fo. difparage that pretious grace which hath the ftlamp of 
che fpicir ! or fo. trouble che foul thac Chrift would have to be 
comforted / Buc I muft needs in faichfullnefs ce thee , that the 
confident belief of their good eftate and: of the pardon of their 
fins, which the carele{s, unholy , unbumbled multitude ‘among{t 
us, do fo commonly boaft of, will prove in theend but a foul- 
damoing delufion. Ic hath made me ready to tremble many a 
time, tohear a drunken. ungodly , unfaithful Miniter, asconfi. 
dently in his formal! prayers.in the Pulpit, give God thanks for 
Vocation, Juftification, San@ification,and. affured hope of Glori- 
fication, as ifhe bad been a moft aflured Saint | when it may be his. 
Sermon was intended to reproch the Saines, and co jeer at Sandti- | 
fication | Me thoughts] even heard: the PRarifee fay,I chank thee 
that Tam not.as other men: Or Corab 3. Are not alt the people |’ 
holy, every one ?| How commonly do men thank-God for thefe, | 
which they never received, nor ever thalldo 2 How many have | 
thanked. God for pardon of fin, who are now tormented forit ? 
aad for SanCtitication and afluced:hope of Glory , who are now |} 
fleut outof that Inheritance of the: Sandtified? I warrant you, |. 


1) 


‘Luk, 18. 12, 


\Nam, 16.3.5, 
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cher's none of chs believing in hell: nor any perfwafions of 
rdon er happine&s, nor any boafting of their hoaclty, nor ju- 
ifying of cheméfelves : This was bac Satans {tratagem, that being 
bhodfold they might follow him che more boldly; bac then he 
will uncover their eyes, aad chey (hall fee where they are. 


SECT. WI -e 
2. yA aa addition to the mifery of the damned will be 

this; That wich the lofs of heaven, they fhall lofe alfo all 
their hopes. In this life, though they were threatned with the 
- wrath of God, yee their hope of efcaping ic did bear up their 
hearts ; And when they were wounded wich the cerrags of the 
Word, they fickt all whole again with their groundlefs hopes ; 
buc then they (hall part wich their hopes and heaven together :. 


covetous Wordling, or fcorner at Godlinefs, but he hopes to be 


Town, or Countrey, and ask chem one by one, whether they 
hope co be faved ? how few fhall you meet with, thac will not fay 
yea ? or that make any great queftion of it?But, O happy world, if 
| Safvation were as common as this Hope! Even thofe whofe hellith 

nature is writcen in che face of heir converfation,that he chat runs} 
. | mayeread it, whofe rongues plead the caufe of che devil, and fpeak 
the language of hell. and whofe delight isin nothing but the works 
of the Feth yet thefe. do ftrongly hope for heaven, though the 
God of heaven hath cold them over and over again in “his Word, 
that no fuch as they fhall ever come there. Though molt of the 


hach told us, that of the olany that are called, yer but few are 
chofen, yet almoft alido hope forit, and cannot endure any man 
that doth but queftion theirhopes: Lec but their Minifter Preach 

againft their falfe hopes ; or thetr beft friend come to them, and| 
fay. Jam afraid your prefent hopes of heaven will deceive you, 1 fee 
yon minde not your foal; jour heart vs ot fet upon Chrift and heaven, 
you do not fo much as pray toGod, and Worfbip him in your Fumsly ; 
and the Scripture gives you not the léaft hope of being faved in {ach a 
condition as this is : How ill would they cake fuch an admonition,as 


We can now fcarce fpeak witht: ¢ vileft Drunkard, or Swearer,or] - 


| faved for all this: It you fhoutd go ro all the Congregation, or}. 


world fhail eternally perith, and the Judg of the worldhimfelf| 


this ? and bid che Admonifher look co himfelf, and let chem alone; | 
= i - Bae! S{2 «7. he 
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the thould not anfwer forthem;they ho 
! precifer men, that Pray,and talk of heaven fo much... 
| ft 


and common Profeffion, and name of Chrift 


deny that ever they neglected Chrift in hunger, nakednefs, prifon, 
Ce. (and if they did, yet chat is lefs then 


tripping, imprifoning, 
banifhing, or killing Chrift in his.Membe 
them with che fengence of thej 
| of their hopes will be broken at their death, and 
meat, yet it fcems they would fain plead 


@ of unjuft men perifbet h, 
5 , righteous foall be Sludnels, but the CX 
petlation of the wicked foall Job 27. 8 9. 
7 thongh he Lat}, Lained, when 


iched fhall fail,” and 
they foal not efcape, and their hope fall be as the giving up of the 
Ghoft = The giving up of the Ghoft isa fir: 
femblance of a wicked mans giving op Of his hopes. For firft, As 
the foul departeth not from the b 


ody without the preateft terror 
and pain, fo alfo doch the hope of the wicked depart. O the dire. 


ul gripes and pangs of horror that feize Upon the foul of the 
inner at Death and J udgment,. when he js Parting with all his 
former hopes |! Secondly, The fou] departeth from the body fad. | 
denly,in a Moment, which hath there delightfully continued {fo 


man 
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many years ; Juft fo doth the:hope of the wicked depart. Thirdly, 
The foul which chen departeth will never return to live with the 
body inthis world any more; and the hope of the wicked when 
it departeth, taketh an everlafting Farewel of his foul. A miracle 
of RefurreCtion thall again cenjoyn the foul and body, but chere 
fhall be no fuch miraculogs Refurreétion of the damned’s hope.Me 
thinks it is the moft doleful SpeGtacte that this world affords, to 
fee {uch an ungodly perfon dying, and to think of his foul, and his 
hopes departing cogether | and with what. a fad change hé pre- 
fently appearesin another world ? Then ifa man could but {peak 
with that hopelefs foul,and ask it; what; are- you now as confident 
of falvation as you were wont tobe ? Do you now hope to be fa- 
ved as foon asthe moft godly 2 © what a fad anfwer would he re- 
turn ! They ate juft like Corab, Dathan, and thcir Companions; |. - 
while they are confident in their Rebellion againft the Lord, and 
cry out, Are net all the people holy? They are fuddenly fwallowed 
up, and their hopes with chem: Or like Ahab, who hating and 
imprifoning the Propher for foretelling his danger, while he isin 
confident hopes to return in peace, is fuddenly {mitten wich that 
mortal Arrow, which let out thofe hopes, together wich his foul : |- 
Or like a Thief upon the Gallows, who hath a ftrong conceit that . 
he (hala receive a Pardon, and fo hopes, and hopes, til} the Ladder 
isturned : Or like che unbelieving {inners of the world before the 
Flood, who would nor believe the threatnings of Noah, but per- | 
haps deride him for preparing his Ark fo many years together, 
when no danger appeared,till fuddenly the Fload ‘came and fw ept 
them all away. If aman, had asked thefe men’ when tt ey were 
_ {climbing up into the cops of Trces and Mountains, V Vhcre is now 
| your hope of efcaping? Or your merry deriding at the painful 
Be preparations of godly Noah? Or your contemptuous 
unbelief of the warnings of God ? What do you think thefe men 
would then fay 7 when the waters {till purfued them from place to 
place, till ic deyoured their hopes and them together ? Or if 
one had asked Abad, when hehad received his wound, and turned 
out of the batrel to die ; what think you now of the Prophefie of 
Micaiahiwill you releafe him out of prifon? do you now hope to. 
returnin peace/Why,fuch a fudden overthrow of their hopes will 
every unregenerate finner receive. While they were upon earch, 
they fruftrated the expectations(as I may fay of. God and saan : 


: God! 


eee = —— oe ey ee —_ st 


t Pet. 3, 3§, 


Markes of 
found Hope. 


| lines, I dahere asa friend advife thee from the word of the Lord, 


| can{t prove that they are the hopes which grace and not nature. 
} only hath wrought , that they are grounded upon Scriprare-pro- 


‘| fet fighter by all chings on earth , becanfe thon haft 


them, or difcourage ‘thee from proceeding to’ hope thus to the 
‘end :.No, [ rather perfwade chee to -gb gn in che ftrength of the 
Lord ; and uwhac- ever tnen or devils, orthy“own unbelieving 
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God fent kis meflengers ta rel rhem phainty of cher danger, aad 
faid, Ic may be chey will hear, and return and:efcape ¢ bur they 
ftiffeaed their necks and hardened: pheir hearts : The Mini-' 
fter {tudied,and inftru@ted and perfwaded, in-hope:. And when’ 
onte Sermon prevailed noc,he labonred.to fpeak more plainly and 
ptercingly in che ext, in hope thuc at faft they would be perflwad-. 
ed and return : cill.chetr hopes were fruftrate,and their labor toft, 
and they were fain to curn their exhorration to lamentation, 
and to fic down in forrow for mens wilful mifery ; and cake 
up the fad exclamation of the Prephet, Z/ai.53.1. Who hath be: 
sieved osr repart 2. And to whens is the arm of the Lord revealed ? 
So did godly parénts alfo: inftrud theit children: in Hope; and 
watch over them , and pray for them , hoping chat at faft their 
hearts wonld turn to Chrift. Andisic not meet that God thonid 
fruftrate all cheic hopes,who have fruftrated che hopes of al! that 
defired their welfare?.O that carelefsfinners would be awaked co 
think of this in cime?If chou be one of chem,who art reading thefe 


that,as chou wouldit not have all thyHopes deecive thee when thou 
haft moft need.of them,thou prefently try chem whether chey wil! 
prove currant at the couchftone of the Scripture; and ifthou 
finde chem unfoand, lec chem go, what forrow [oevey it coft thee. 
Rieft noc cill chon canit give a reafon of all thy hopes: til thon: 


mifes and found evidences, that they purifie thy heare : chac 
they quicken, and-not cool thy endeavours m godlinefs ; thae 
the more: thou hopeft, the leffe chou finneft ; and the more pain- 
ful thou act in following on the work; and not grow more loofe 
and careiefs by the increafing of thy hopes: that they make thee 

, fick hopes of 
higher poffeflions : shat thou.art willing to have chem tryed, and’ 
fearfull of being deceived. : that they ftir ap they defires of en- 
joying whac thou hopelt for, and che defertiny thefeof 2 che 
trouble of thy hear, Prov. 16: #2, If thou be fire that chy hopes 
be fuch asthefe; God forbid chat I fhould fpeak a ‘word againft 


- heart 


| |upon thy foul co. thew ferthy hopes; bur only hopelt chat thou 


‘| fwade me directly co defpatre? An/iv. Sinner ; I would be 


ae 


4 . 


1 § 


4 


heart thall fay againft it, g0 on, and hold faft thy hope, and be 
frre, it fhall never make thee afhamed. But if chy hope be not of 


this {piritual nature, and if thou art able to give no better reafon | 


why thouhopeft, chen the worft in the world may give, That God: 
isfrercifull ; and chou moft (peed as well.as chow canft, or the 
like; and baft net ane found evidence of a faving work of grace 


fhalt be faved becanfe chou wouldeft have ic fo,and becaufe it'ts a 


terrible ching to defpaire; If this be thy cafe, delay not at | 


hour ; bur prefesly cat away thofe hopes, shat. chou mayeft ger 
iaro-a capacity of having: betetr. to their flead. “Buc it maybe thou 
wilt think this range doctrine, and fay, V Vhar, would you per- 


foath to have thy fouul-deftroyed by walful fel€ delufion. The crath 
is, There isa hope (fuch as | have before fhewed thee of) which 
isafingular grace and duty : amd chere iva hope which isa noro- 


rious dangerous fin. Serconfequearely there is: a defpaire’ which | 
is a grievous fin -and there is a. defpaixe whichis abfolucely meee | 


fary to thy falvation, I would noc have thee, defpaire of the aff’ 


| ciency of the blood of Chri co: favechee, if thou believe and | 
‘| heartily obey him: Nor of che: wablingnels of God co pardon and 
fave thee, if chou be fuchaene:: Nos.gec abfoluecly of thy own) 


filvacion ; becaufe wile there:ts:lsfe and rime, there is fom=s hope 


of thy converfion,. and fo ef thy falvation, Nor would I draw'| 


thee to defpaire of finding Chrift,ifthou do but heartily feek him: 
Or of Gods aceeprance of any Gincere endeavors, nor of thy fhe- 


| ocffe againft Satan., or any: eontuption: which chou (hale heartity | 


appofe, nerof any thing whatfoever God hath promifedto 
do, eitherto all men in generall, or.to fuch.as chow arc. I wontd 
not have thee deubr af any of thefe in she leat meafere,, muclr 


} tefs defpatre. But this isthe defpaire that I would perfwade thee: 
-{ to, asthou love thy foul: That chou defpaire of ever Being | 
faved,except theu be barn. again ; or of feeing God without Ho- 
linefs : or of efcaping perithing,excepe then foandly Repent - Or 
of ever having part iaC brift,or falvarion by him,or ever being one | y 


of his true Difciples, excepr thowlove him above Father, mother, 
or thy own life: Or of ever having:z Freafure in Heaven. ‘except 


thy very hearst be there :. Or of ever {caping: eternal deathyf chou 
walk afer she fief, and. doft‘nor by the fpicit ies | a 


The Saintse verlafting Reft. . °° | 307 


an John 2. 19, 
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deeds of the flefh ; er of ever.eruly loving God, or being his fer- 
vaat, while thou lovelt the world, and ferveft ie. Thefe things I 
would have thee defpair of ; and what ever. elfe God hath rold 
thee fhall never come to paffe. And when thon haft fadly 
fearched into thy ownheart, and findelt thy felf in any of thefe 
cafes, Iwould have chee defpair thy felf ofeverbeing faved in 
chat ftace thou are in; Never {tick ac the fadnefs of the con- 
clufion, man, but acknowledg plainly, If I die before I get out: 
ofthis eftate, Lamloft forever. It is:as good deal truly with thy 
felf asnoc: God will not flatcer thee, he will deal plainly, whe- 
ther choudo ornot. The very truth is, This kinde of defpair is 
one of the firft fteps.to Heaven. Confider, if aman be quite our 
of his way, whrac mult be che firft means to bring him in again? 
Why, a defpair of ever coming co -his journies end inthe way 
that he is in. Jf his home be Ealtward,and he be going Weftward, 
aslong as he hgpeshe is the right, he will go on; and as long 
ashe fo goes on hoping :he goes further amifs. Therefore when he 
meets with fome body who affures him chat he is clean out of his 
‘| way, and brings him co defpair of coming home, except he turn 
back agains then he will return, and then he may ‘hope and {pare 
pot. Why,fioner, Juft fo it is wich_chy foul :. Thon arc born out. 
| of the way co Heaven; and in that. way thou haft proceeded 
many ayeer; Yet thou goelt on.quietly,and hopeft co be faved, 
becaufe thou art not fo bad as many others. Why,[ tell chee , ex 

cept thou be brought to throw away thefe hopes, and fee that 
thou haft all this while been quice out of che way to Heaven, and 
haft been a:childe of wrath, and a fervant of Satan, unpardoned, 
nnfandtified, and if chou hadft dyed in this ftate,hadft been certain- 
ly damncd ; I fay, till chou be broyght co this, thou wilt never 
returnand be faved. Who will carn oue of his way, while he 


hopes he is right 2 And let me once again tell thee, chat if ever} 


God mean good to thy foul, and incend co fave thee, this is one 


| Of che firit things he will work-upon chee : Remember what! fay, o 


till chon feel God convincing thee, that the way which thouhaft 
lived in, will not ferve the carn, and fo breaking down thy for- 
mer hopes, there is yet no faving work wrought upon chee; how 
well foever.thou mayeft hope of thy (elf. Yea, chis much more, If 
pany thing keep thy foul out of Heaven (which God forbid ) chere 

‘is Qothing in che world liker to do ic,then thy falfe hopes of bein 


ener {ave 


-* . 
oe a ee ee ne -~ 


_ 


et my 
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faved, while theu arc out ofthe way to falvation.: Why elf isit | 
that God cryes down fuch hopesin his word ? Why is it that 
every faithful, skilful Minifter doth bend all- his ftrength againlt 
the falfe faich and hope: of finnets:? ‘aif he were to fight againtt. 
| neither fail nor gteat, bat this- prince ‘of Ihiguity.#° Why “alas, 

they know tfiat thefe are the ‘mdit¥ pillars: of -Sataris Kingdom; 
Bring down but them two, and the houfe will fall. They know 
alfo the deceit and vanity of fuch hopes: chat they are directly 
contrary to the Truth of Ged, and-what a fad eafe that foul is in, 
who hath no other hope, bit that God’-word -will prove ‘fatfe : |. 
when the truth of God isthe only ground’of erue hope. Alas, it’ 
| is no pleafare toa Minifter to fpeak to people oh fiuch an unwel- 
| come fubje@; no more thenitisto-a pitifull Phyfitian; to tell 
his patient ; I'do defpair of your fife, except you let blood, or 
there is no hope of the care, ‘except bhe gangten'd-miember be cut 
of. If it betrue; ahd ‘of flat neceflity , thoughic be ‘difpleafing, 
there isnoremedy. Whiy;: I befeech you think’ on it reafonably 
without prejudic&br paffion, and tell me; Where doth God give 
any hope of your falvation till you are new Creatures ? Gal.6. 
15.Nay, Chave fhewed you where he flatly overchroweth: all fuch 
hope. And will icdo.you any good*for a Miniftet to give you 
hope, where God gives you none? or would you défire them.to 
do fo? Why,what would yon think of fuch a Minifter when thofe 
hopes forfake you? or what thanks will you give him, when you | | 
finde your felf in Hell?. would you notthere lye and curfe him 
fora deceiver for ever ? I know thisto’be. trae, and ‘therefore I 
had rathet'you were difpleafed with me hére,then curfe me there. 
For'my own part ; if ¥-had ‘ént one Sermon to''preach while I 
lived, I think this fhould beit ; to perfwade down all your un- 
grounded hopes of Heaven; not to leave youthere in defpair, but 
that you may hope upon berter grounds which wilt never deceive |. 
you. God hath told: us what-we fhall fay, J/ai.3. 10, t1.-Say 
tothe Righteous, It foall be well with him, ‘and to the wicked, It 
Poall be stl with him. And if I fhall fay, icthalt be’ well with thee, 
when God hath faid , i¢ thall be iil-with thee, what the better 
were thouforthis ? Whofe word would ftand, think you, Gods 
ormine? O,flicele docarnal! Minifters know what they'do, who: 
ftrengthen the hopes of ungodly men ? They work as hard as 
they can againit God, while they ftand there to fpeak inthe | 


~Gal, $. 18,19, 
20,21,23, 23> | 
24. 

a Cor.s, 37> 


® re Oe ee 


we ~ ae - we 


{would, (halt fet them go whether chey will or no. Then let them | 


jot tarry: ‘Who would chink now that feed how’ arrety the ful. 
0) 


as free from the fears of Hell as échets, 24 fice from any vexing 


' me SR 
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teit eondicibn fpeedily, ttle Hopes Wil! leave thein, ‘whitch Hey | 
Wolild Horleavé; dnd thtn Rey thae were now refolted td el 
Fat their Hopes; het aff tlie Preachers in che world Fay what ehe| 


hope fortieaveniftheycan, = -_ 
So that you fee it will’ aggravate the miféry of the damned, 
that with the lof of heaver,thcyfhalt lofe all that hope of it, which} 


now fapporteth them: - : 


SECT, LV. 


T Hirdly, Another Addicionat lofs will be this. They will lof 

all chat falfe peace of Confcience; which maketh their prefent 
ltfe fo eafie. The lofs of this muft neceffatity follow the lofs of | 
are gone, Peace can- 


the former... When Prefumption and Ho 


titudé of eht uttgodfy live; chac thei titi very flio\ a ye toxring 
in e¥erlafting flames ¢ They tye dtitin, and rife, dnd fitep as quiet: } 
ly, they eat atid drink as quietly ; they go abont their Wotk as 
cheerfully, they tale as pleafantiy as if noching’ afled Rei, or} 
asif chey were as far out df'danget as.ait obediertt Believer s like} 
athan chat Hath che Fallingelickiefs; you woul tittle chink while] 
he is ab cuifitig as fitorgly, and oiling ds heateify as another than, 

how hie will prefenthy fall down’ and tye: “lpmes and-foaming, 
andbeaiz his bieft in totinéne ; Sot & with chefe men: They are 


forimws, nidt {> much-adtroubléd with dhy-cdtes for the [tate of 
thei fouls, hot with atiy’ At oF ferioiis chomphts Of what thallBe- | 
come of citi’ i addther world 2 yéa, “and for the rtioft pire chey 


deh shefalty fwallowing down the Baile; how fiddtdty he (haf 
bettiatched out; arid lye dead Apsh the Batik! Anid'zs¥eck diink] 
theR cutelefs finer’, whic a chahgé they até edrs The Sheep or} 
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‘| the Ox is driven quietly tothe flaughter, becaufe he knows not 
whither he goes; if he knew it were to-his.death, you could nog 
drive him fo eafily. How contented is the Swine, when the 
Butchers Knife is fhaving his throat ? little chinking that it is to 
prepare for his death. Why, it is even fo with thefefenfual care- 
lefs men : they fear che mifchief leaft, when they are nearest to-it, 

oe becaufe they feel ic not, or fee ic not with their eyes: ets in 
Matth.24 37, | rhe dayes of Noah (faith Chrilt): they’ were eating and drinking; 
38,39 _ | marrying, and giving in marriage, till the day that Noah entered into 
| the ah. andknew not tithe Flood came and tock them all AWA) ; 
So will che coming of Chrift be; and fo willthe coming of their 
particular judgment be: For (faith the. Apoftle ) when they fay 
peace and fafety, then {udden deftruttion cometh upon them, as travel 
‘upon a waman with childe, and jthey foail: not-efcape, 1 Thef. 5.3. 
O cruel Peace, which ends in fuch a War! Reader, If thisbe thy 
own cafe ;.if thou haft no other peace in thy Confcience then this | | 
ir Airaid ‘Seat 31 could heartily wifh for thy own 
fake that thou wouldit caft ic off. As I would nat have any-humble 
| gratious foul co vex their own con{iences needlefly, nor to dif- 
quiet, and difcompofe their fpirits byferoubles of their own ma- 
king, nor to unfit themfelves for ducy, nor interrupt their com- 
| fortable communion with God, ‘nor to weaken their bodies, or 
caft themfelves into Melancholy diftempers ro the fcandal of Re- 
ligion : fo would J not have a miferable wretch, who lives in. daily. 
and hourly danger of dropping into Hell, co. be as merry and as 
uier, as if all were well withhim: Itfis both unfeemly and un- 
Cafe ; more unfeemly then to fee.a-man go laughing co the 
Gallows ; and more unfafe then to favor the Gangren’d member: 
which muft be cutoff, orto be making merry when the enemy is 
entring our Habitations: Mens fislt peace is ulually a falfe peace ; it 
is a fecond peace. which ig brought into the foul upon the cafting 
out of the firlt, which will ftand good, and yet not alway that 
neither ; for where the change is by the halves, the fecond or 
third peace may be unfound , as well as the firft: as many aman 
that calteth away the peace of hisProphanels, doth take up the- 
eace of meer Cwility and morality ; or if he yet difcover. the 
unfoundnefs of that,. and is calt into trouble, then he healeth all 
with outward Religion{nefs, or with a half Chriftianity, and there 
he taketh up with peace: This is bur driving Satan out of one 


ae ci room | 


-{eftablith a firm and lafting Peace. If therefore thou ast yet-bue in 


—1God proclaimeth war? I may fay to thee, as Zeb» to Zoram, when | 


‘mouth of a Minifter but peace; but what peace can there be till 


‘| mazement : This will be done either here or hereafter. My coun- 


ee en 
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room into another, but till he be caft out of poffeffion, the | 
peace isunfound. Hear what Chrift faith, Lwke 11.21, 22. hen 
aftrong man armed keepeth bis palace, his goods are in peace; but. 
When a fronger then he foak come xpon him, and overceme him, he: 
taketh from bine all his Armour wherein he trufled, and devsdeth bis 
fpoils, The foul of every man by nature is Satans Gacrifon ; all is | 
‘at peace in fuch a man, till Chriftcomes; when Chrift ftorms 
‘this heart, he breaks the peace, he giveth ic moft terrible Alarms of |. - 
Judgment and Hell, he batcereth it with the Ordnance of his | 

Threathings and Terrors ; he fets all ina combuftion of Fear and 
Sorrow, till he have forced it co yield to his meer mercy, and take 
him for the Governor, and Satan is caft out; and then doth he. 


at firft peace, and thy heart was never yet either taken by ftorm, 
or delivered up freely to Jefus Chrift, never think that thy peace 
will indure. Can the foul have peace which is at enmity with 
‘Chrift, or ftands out againft him, or thinks his Government too 
fevere, and his Conditions hard ? Can he have peace againft whom | 


he asked, Is st peace? What peace while the Whordems of thy mother 
Jezabel remain ? So thou art defirous to hear nothing from the | 


thou haft caft away thy wickednefs, and chy firlt peace, and made 
thy peace with God through Chrift ? Wilt thou believe God him- 
felf in this Cafe? Why, read then what he faith cwice over, 1/4i.48. 
23, and 57.21. There u xo peace, [aith my God, to the Wicked. And 
hath he faid it? and fhall it not ftand? Sinner, Though thou. 
maift now harden and fortifie thy heart againft Fear, and Gricf,. 
and Trouble, yet as true as God is true, they will batres down thy 
proud and fortified fpirit, and {eize upon it, .and.drive thee to a-- 


fel therefore te thee is, that thou prefently examine the grounds of 
thy peace, and fay, Iam now at eafe and quict in my minde ; but 
isit grounded 2? and will ic be lafting? Is the danger of eternal} 
Judgment over > Am I fare my fins are pardoned ; and. my-foul. 
fhall be faved ? If not, alas, what caufe of peace? I may be in hell 
before the next day for ought I know. Certainly, a man that |. 
{tands ypon the Pinacle of a Steeple, or that fleeps on the top of 
the main Maft, or that is in the heat of the moft bloody fight, hath | 


| Te3. more! 


a4 


‘farance haft chou when thou goeft forth of thy doors, that thou 


| friend that Ihave in the world, in this cafe that thou art in, I conld 


| chev isto croubles that when thow feeleft thy hearcat éaf, chou] 
| wouldeft remeitiber thy mifery, that when thon att pleating thy 


| the grene ahd dreadfil change ; chat what ever t 
'| fore thine eyes s até which way foeverthon #oelt, He Would {ill 


ane todo” arid fo receive from hith 2 farer and better peace, which 


| Nitin Peaces atid aot Perifir arehy perithing, 4s thie gtountdlets |. 
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more.caife of peace snd cateléfnett then thos. Why, thon liveft 
under che wrath of God contihwalfy,thott art dldeady featericed td: 
evetnal death, and maift every hour expeét étte extciition, ‘ill Hed 
have fred out a» pardon through Chrift, I cat thew thee a hundied 
threatnings in Scripture which are yet itt force a eae thee; bat 
canit thou fhew me one Promife for thy fafety an hour? What af- 


fhate ever comi¢ in again 2 I (hould wonder, but thac I know the 
defperate hardtiefs of the heart of man, How a man chat isnot 
fure of his peace with God, could eat, of drink, orfleep, or live in 

! That thow art not afraid when chow fief down, left thou 
frouldit awake if hell ; or when thou rifeft op, left thot fhouldeft 
be inhell befote night ; or when thou fitteft fh thy houft, that 
thot ftill fearef€ not the approach of death, or fome fearful Jadg- 
ment {cizing vpon thee, and that thé threats arid fentence are dot 
alwayes founding in thy ears. Well, if tho weré che neatett 


‘wifls thee no greater good, then that God would break in apon | 
‘thy carelefsheatt, aidfhake thee out of thy Fal péuce, ahd caft |. 


felf with thy eftate; or bufinels, or fabours, thot: wonlddlt fill re. 
member the approaching wo; that rhow wonldéft cty out it the 
midit of thy pleafane difcourfe and therty ceca, ‘O Gott ntér t 

) 100 art’ doing, God: 
would make thee read thy ferttencé, asif it were {till writcen be- 


nices thee full in the Face-veielr ee ferife of his weach: asthe Angel] 
did. Balas Wath & drawi fword, till he had made thed caft away 
thy groundie& pédce, and lye dowrl acthe feet of Chcift whom 
Ubon halt refitted, and-fay, Lord, what wonkdeft thow hate 


will never be quite Brower, bat wilt be ctie beginathy, of city ever. 


SECT. 


| der apot, Ecedef. 7, 6. be made 2 great blaze and unfeemly noife 
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SECT, V. 


TLOnshly, Avother additionall lols, aggravating their lof of 
A. Heaven, is this ; They (hall lofe all their carnall Mirth. Their: 
merry vein will chen be opened and emptied : They will fay 
themfelves, ( as J olompon dotk) of their laugheer, Thou waft mad .. | 
and of cheir Mirch, What didf thon? Eccl; 2, 2. Their witty | 
jefts, and pleafanr conceits gre then ended, and their metry tales; 
are alltold, Their mirth w9s but. as che crackling of thsonsun: | 


for a ligcle While, byt icwas -psedently gone, and willrecurn no |. 

more. They {corged to entertain any faddening thougbts; the 
ralk of death and Judgment was irkfome to them, becaufe ix 
re Pt ch mith; chey could not cadure-to think of their {in or 
danger , becaufe thefe shopghts did. fad their fpiries « Fhey knew | 
‘not What it was teweep for fins orto, humbiethemfelves under 
the mighty hand of God: They could laugh assay focrow, and 
fing away cares, -and erie away thele. Melancholy thoughts: 
They thonghe, if they fhould liye {9 aulterely, and meditate, and 
pray.and mourn, asthe go ly do, their lives would be a continw.: 

all mifery, and it were enough tq. makethem san mad. Alas,poor 
fouls! VVhat a milery then wall thac.lifehe, where yon (hall 
have nothing but forrow 2. Insenfe, hears-piarcing, mudciplied | 
forrow ? VVhen you fball baveneisher the Joyes of the Saints, | 
for your own former Joycs? Do you think: there is one merry |; 
heart in helt? og one joyful] counsenance ?: or jefting tongue ? |: 
You cry now , A little mirth, is worh agreat deal-of forrow : | 


arte 
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fthly, Another additional lofs will be this, They (hall lofe all 
their fEnfuall contentments and--delights., That which thé 
i efteemed their chiefelt 3004, their heaven, their God, ctiat mu 
| they lofe as well as Heavenand God himfelf. They thall chen in 
Tune edtx | defpice of them fulfil that command, whichhere they would not 
‘Pemine comby- | be perfwaded to obey, Roms.:13..14. of making no previfion for 
ide ed dee \ She ficth,to fulfil the lufts thereof, O what -a fall will the prond| | 
Aatie polluiz | ambitious man have, from the top of hishonors1_ As his duft and 
Tune infinsiung | bones will not be known from the duft and bones of the pooreft 
patens inferni | beggar ; foneither will his foul be honoured or favoured any |. 
bavativsnr de | more chen theirs. VVhat a number of Right Honourable Lords 
ven esis | Right VVorhipful Kinghts and Gentlemen, Righe Reverend 
exaltas set qui Parhers and Learned ors-are now (hue out of ‘tHe prefence 
jolimex vitie | Of Chrift? Ifyou fay, How cin Itellthat ? VVhy I aniwer, be- 
voluntatem cam | canfe their judg hath told me fo: Hath he not faid by his Apoftle, 
je idles 411 Cor. 1.26. Thatnot many wife men after the fiefh, hoc man 
: 72 | Mighty, nor many noble arecalled ? And if they be not called, 
they be nor predeftinate, os juftified,or glorified: Rom. 8.30:Sure 
‘| that rich man, Lwk, 16, hath ‘now no humble’ obeyfance ‘done 
him nor titles of honor pat ‘upon him; nor do the poor now 
Wait at his paces to receive of his fctaps. They moft be thut out of 
their wel-contrived honfes, and fumptuous aah Sears comely 
Chambers, with coftly hangings; their foft beds,and eafie couches, 


vent sonfold> | They thall not finde there'thett gallant walks, ‘the curious Gar- 
here t Nes dens,with varity of beatrcous odoriferous fruits att flowers ; 
Civili infaria | Sheit rich Paftures and pleafant MeadoWs,and plenteous Harvelt, 
gorulesi non | and Flocks,and Herds. Their tables will not be fo fpread and fur- 
confolantur | nifhed, nor they fo punctual nase and obferved. They have 
Chr ii “bse | not.there variety of Dainty fare now feverall courfes, nor tempt- 
nantennon cone \iS dithes, preparcd to pleafe cheir appetites to thefall : the rich 
[easter pannj -(man there fareth not-delicioufly every day : Neither fhall he wear 
ens ambslane .\there his purple and fine linnen : The jetting — well dreft 
Lies seri ‘|gallanc,thac moft not have a pin amifs, that ftands asa picture 


tur prafepe cp fable pmances primas cathedras in Synagogis: fed aquanimiter forte uni 
ver[am b inc confolationtrn'expettantibus in filentio dominum : lnzentibus, panzofis , pauperibus cre= 
dire videbantur, Bernard, Serm. 23. f 
| : ct 
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fer to fale, that take chemfelyes more beholden co the-Tailor or. 
Semfter for their comelinefs,then to,God,they fhalf chen be quite 
in a different garb ; There is no powdering or curling of the hair, 
nor eying of themfelves, nor defirous expe@ing the admiration 
of behoiders, Sure our. voluptuous. youths mult leave: cheir 
Cards and Dice behinde them ;: as alfo their Hawks,and Hounds, 
and Bowls , and all their former pleafant {ports : They thall then 
{pend theirtime ina more fad imployment, and not in fuch pa- 
{times as thefe. Where willthen be your Maygames, and your 
Morrice daunces ? your Stage Playes, and your Shewes? What | 
| mirth will you have in cemembring all the. Games, and Sports, 

and Dauncings which you had on the Lords Days, when you 
fhould have been delighting your felvesin God and his work ?. 
O, what an alteration willour Joviall roaring fwaggerers then 
finde? What bitter draughts thet will have in ftead of cheir Wine 
and Ale? If there were any drinking -of healths, the Richman 
would not have begged fo hard for a drop of water : The heat of 
their luft willbe chen abated : They fhall not fpend. their time in | 
courting their Miftreffes, in lafcivious difcourfe,in amorous fongs, | _ & 
in wanton dalliance, in their luftful embracements,or brutifh de- 
filements : Yet they are like endugh tohave éach others company 
there; Bot they will have no more comfort in that company,then | 
Zimri and (sbi, in dying together; orthen lewd companions 
have in being hanged together on the fame Gallows : O the dole- 
ful meecing that thefe luftful wantons will have cheree? How it 
will even cut them to the heart to look each other ia the face | 
And to remember that beaftly pleafore fos which they now muft 
pay fo dear ! So will ic be wich the Fellowthip of Drunkards,and 
all others thac were play-fellows together in fin, who got. nor | 
their pardon in the time of cheir lives: VVhat a direful greeting 
will there then be ? Curfing the day that ever they faw the faces 
ofone another ! Remembring and ripping up all cheir lewdnefs, 
to the aggravation of their torment ? O that finners would re 
member thisin the midft of their pleafure and jollity! And fay 
to one anorher. WVe muftfhortly reckon for this before the 
jealous God. VVill the remembrance of it then be comforcable, 
Orterrible? VVillthefe delights accompany us to another world? 
How (haJ! we look each other in the faces, if we meet in Hell to-. 
gether for thefe things? VVill not the memoriall of them be ae 
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then onr torment? Shall we then take thefe for friendly a@ions? 
Orracther wilh we had fperic- this-time in praying together, or) 
admonithing one another’ O, whiy' fhoald we'felf fuck a fafting, 
incomprehen file Joy; Sorone raft of a feeming pleafure? Come, 
aswe have finned cogether’, let us pray together befere we Air, 
that God worfd pardons: Ander ug enter into apromife co | 
one aniother,thae we-will do-ehns ne more, but wil meer roge- 
ther with ehe godly in the wetfhip of God, and Kelp one ano- 
ther toward Heaven, as oftias we have! met for our finfull merrt- | 
mems, i helping co deceive and deftroy-each orfier.-—-—— This 
would be che way te prevent this forrow,and 4 courfe chat would 
comfort yon wher you leok: back upos ‘i¢ hereafter. V Vio 
would {pend { many dayesiand yeers, and theustivs, and cares, 
and be at fo nich coft and pains, and alf co pleafe chisfleth fora 
moment, whiel-mult (hortly be nioft leadkfome ftinking rotter- 
nef: atid'in-che'mean-time nepled! our pretious fouls, and chae 
ftace whictt we mist crult.co for ever ind ever? To be at fach pains 
for chat plealufe:-whiel dyesen: the enjoying and is almoft as foon 
gone as come, and when we have moft need of comfort will be 
| fo far from following us as-our happinels, chat ic will be perpe- 
cual fucl to the ames which fhall cormenc as! O ehat men knew 
bue what they. defire , when they would fo fain have all thmgs 
fnited' co. che defires. of the flefl £ Paey wotld have Buildin: 
VValks, Lands, Cloathes, Dier, and all {ofieved:as niay be mot 
pleafing and delightful VVhy,thisis but co defire their tempta- 
cions-co be increafed, and their fnare ftrengthened : 1 heir Joyes 
willb&é more carnall; and. how great an enemy carina! Joy is to 
fpiritual, experienced mett-can: quickly. tell you. Ifwe took the 
fieth fo much for your enemy as we do profeffe, we could-:not {> 
earneltly defire,and contrive to accommodate it, and fo congratu- 
| Jace all irs contencments as:we do. . 
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|. The greatnefs of the torments of the 
— damned difcovered. we r 


SECT.2R | -| 


SOS \ving thus fhewed you how great their 

™ Lofs is who are fhut out of Reft, and how 
it wifl be agesavaced by rhofe Additional, 
Joffes which will accompany it : I fhould’ 
next here {hew you the greacnefs of thofe 
! - Pofitive faffecinas which will accompany 
_ this Jofs. But becaufeI am.to Treat of 
CPE DP Relt racher chen of Torment, I will sot. 
meddle he Explication of the quakty of thofe faferiags, 


with ¢ 
but onely thew their greatne(sin fomeitew brief ‘difcove ries, icf: 
che carele(s-(inner, while/he hears ofne other punifhment but that } 
lof lofs, before mentioned, fhould think he can bear that: well 
enoush by his own reVolvédnefs, and fo flatter himfelf in hope of a 
tollerable hell. That there are, befides chelofs of Happinels, fach 
adtuall fenlibte Torments for che damned, is a matter beyond all 
doubt, to him that doth not doubt of the truth of the Scripture ;' 
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and chat they will be exceeding great, may appear by thefe Argu- 
ments following. | a | 
-Firft, From the principal Author of them, which is God him- 
felf: Asit-was no lefs then God whom the finner had offended, fo 
‘icisno lefsthen God that will punifh them for their offences. He 
hath prepared thofe torments for his Enemies; His continued 
Anger will fill be devouring chem ; His Breath of Indignation 
will kindle fie flames; His W rach will be an intolerable burden to 
cheir fouls. O, ifit were but acreature that they had ro do with, 
they m‘ghe better bear it, for che Penalcy would be anfwerable to 
the Infirmity of him that fhould infli@ 1c: A childe can give bur 
an eafie ftroak, but the ftroaks of a Gyant will be anfwerable to 
this ftrength: Worto him that fals under the ftroaks of the Al- 
| mighty ! They thall feel co theirforrow, That ic is a fearful ching 
to fall into the hands of the living God.: Ic were nothing in com- 
parifon to this, if all the world were againft them, or if che 
ftrength of all creatures wére united in one toinHi@ their penaley. 
They had now rather venture upon the difpleafure of God, then 
to difpleafe a Landlord, a Mafter, a Friend, a Neighbour, or their 
own Fieth ; but chen chey will with a choufand times in vain, that 
they had loft che favor of all che world, and been hated of all men, 
fo they had not loft the favor of God ; for as there is no life like 
__| hisFavor,fo is chere no death like his difpleafure;O,what a confum- 
{ing fire is his Wrath ? If it be kindled here,¢and that bur a little, 
| how do we wither before it, as the grafs chat iscut down before 
the Sun?How foon doth our ftrength decay and turn to weaknefs? 
{and our beanty co deformity ? Churches are rooted up, Common- 
| wealths are overthrown, Kingdoms depopulated, Armies de-‘ 
ftroyed, and who-canftand before his wrath? Even the Heavens 
and the Earth will mele at his Prefence, and whtp he {peaks the 
word at hisgreat Day of Accompr, they will be birnt.up before 
) himas a fcrolein the fire, The flames do not fo eafily runthrough 
{the dry Stubble, or confume the Houfes where its violence hath 
{ prevailed, as the wrath of God will feed upon thefe wrecches.O, 
they that could not bear a Prifon, or a Gibbet, or Fire for Chrift, 
{no nor {carcea few {corns from the mouths of the ignorant, how 
will they now bear the devouring fire ? 


320 


z 2 SEC T. 


The Saints everlafting Reft. 


>  .  § BCT. In : 


2. G (pes place or ftare of torment is papery ordained for 
the glorifying of the Attribute of Gods Juftice. As all 
the Works of God are great and wonderful, fo thofe above all, 
which are {pecially intended for the eminent advancing of fo me 
-{ofbis Attributes ; When he will glorifie his Power, he makes 
tthe worlds by his Wifdom : The comely order of alland fingular 
creatures declare his Wifdom ; His Providence is fhewn in fuftain- 
ing all chings,and maintaining Order, and attaining his excellent 
ends, amongft the confufed, perverfe, cumultuous agitations of a 
world of wicked, foolifh, felfdeftroying Mifcreants: When a 
fpark of his Wrath doth kindle upon the earth, the whole world, 
fave onely eight perfons, are drowned ; Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah 
and Zeboim are burnt with fire from heaven to afhes; The fea fhuts 
her. mouth upon fome ; The earth doth open and {wallow others ; 
The Peftilence deftroyeth chem up by thoufands: The prefent de- 
plorable eftate ofthe fews may fully ceftifie thiscto the world : 
and yet the glorifying of che two great Attributes, of Mercy and 
Juftice, is incended moft eminently for the life to come. As there- 
fore when God will purpofely then glorifie his Mercy, he willdo . 
it in away and degree that is now incredible and beyond the : 
comprchenfion of the Saints that muft enjoy it ; fo that the blood 
of his Son, and the enjoyment. of himfelf immediately in Glory 
fhall not be thought too high an honor forthem: So alfo,when 
the time comes that he will papery manifelt his Juftice, ic fhall 
appear to be indeed the Jultice of Gad: Fhe everlafting flames of 
Hell will not bethoughe coo hot for the Rebellious ; and when 
they have there burned through millions of Ages, he will nocres | 
pent him of the evil which is befaln them. O, wo to the foud that 
is thus fet up for a Butt,for che wrath of che Almighty co hoor at! 
and for a Buth that mult burn in the flames of bis J caloufie, and | 


never beconfumed / _ 
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3. Te torments of the damned muft needs be extream, be- 
caufethey are the cffect of Divine Revenge: ‘Vrach is 
terrible, bue Revenge is implacable: When the great God thal 
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fay, Iwill now be righted for all the wrongs that Fhave born 
from rebellious creatures; I will fee out my wrath, and ir.ghall be 
(taied no more, you (hall now pay for allthe abufe of my Pati- 
| ence] Remember now how I waited your feafure in vain, bow 
{ ftooped co perfwade you; how I, as ic wete, kneeled to intreate 
you : did you think I would diwayes beflighted by fuch mif- 
creants as you ? ——~ O,who can logkup when God fhail tus 
plead wich them in the heat of Revengé 2 Then will he be reven- 
ged for ever mercy abufed, forhiscreacurts confirmed in faxury 
andexcefs; for every hours time mifpent; for the negiet® 
‘his word, forthe vilifying of his meffengers,for the hating of his 
people, forthe prophanation of his ordinances, and neglect of 
4 his worthip, for the breaking of his Sabbaths, and che grieving of 
{ his Spirit, forthe taking of his Name in vain,for unmerciful neg- 
le&t of his fervanes in diftrefs. O the numberlefs bils that willbe: 
brought in! And the charge that will overcharge the foul of the 
finner 1 And how hotly Revenge will purfue them all co che 
—Thighelt ! How God will {tand over them with che rod in his 

‘hand (not the rod of fatherly chaftifemenc , ‘buc that Iron rod 
wherewith he bruifeth the rebellious) and Jay it on for all cheir 
negieéts of Chrift and grace! Orhac men-would forefee this {' 
And not pur themfelves under the hammer of revenging fary, 
when they may have the treafure of happinefs at fo eafie rates !' 
| And pleafe God berterim preventing their woe ! 7 


je 
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we 
4. ¢ ‘Onfider alfo how this Juftice and Revenge will be the 
delight of the Almighry. Though he had rather men 
would ftoop co Chrift and accept of his mercy , yet when they 
perfift in rebellion, he will take pleafare in cheir execution. 
Though he defire not the death of him that dyech, bit-racher that 
awateiecs he repent and live; yet whenhe will not repent-and tive,God 
beunderftoods | c0th defire and delight in che execution of Juftice: conditional. 
readein my | ly, fo chatmen willrepenc, he defires noi their death, but their 
| Treatise of Ree | lite, Exek, 33,11, yet if they repene not, in the fame place he 
demption, utcerech his: refolucion Far their death, verf. 8.13. He cels us, 
{/ai.37. 4. That fury is not in him, yet he addeth in che next 
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ea ates eaenieoraaaiaiaceend: 
words,Who would fet the bryers and thorns againft me in batre!? I 
‘| would go through them I would burn them together. What adole- 
-ful cafe isthe wretched creature in, when he {hall thus fec the heart 
of his Creator againft him? and he that made him will not fave 
him, and he that formed him will not have mercy upon him, 77a. 
27.11. How heavy athreatning isthat in Dest. 28, 63. As the 
Lord Rejoyced over you to doyou good, tothe Lord will Re- 
joyce over youtodeftroy you, and to bring youro nought. Wo 
to the foul which God Rejeyceth to puntth Yea, he tels the 
fimple.ones that love. Simplicity , ard the {eerness that delight in 
feorning , and the fools that hate kaowledg:,, Fhat beciufe he. 
called and they refufed he ftrecched. out-hig hand and-no man re- | 
gacded, but fer at nought. alf his conse}, and would none of his | 
reproof, therefore he willalfo langh at their calamity, and-moek 
when their fear cometh; when thets fear gamet» as defotation, 
and their deftrudtion as a whirlwind, wher difirefs and anguith | 
cometh.upon them, Then thall they callupon him, line he willnoc | 
anfwer,they fhalb feek him early , buc thal] not finde him; for risac 
they hated knowledg, and did not chook the sear of the Lord,. 
Prov. 1.22,23,24,25,26,27,28.29 1 would. intreat thee, whio 
readeft this, if thou be one of thac fore of menythat-thou wih bur 
view over ferioufly that partof the Chapter, Prev r. from the 3c. 
vere to the end,and believe them to be the true words of Chiift 
by his Spirit in Sofomon: Is it nor atersible thing, to a wretched 


| fowk when it fhall lie roaring perpetuafly in the flames of Hel, and || 


| the God of mercy himfelf fhalf laugh at them 2 When they thal 

cry out for mercy, yea, for one drop of water, anéGud fall | 

mock thentin ftead of relieving them? When née in Heavere 

earth can help them but God, & he fhall rejoyce overthemintheir] « 
calamity2why, you fee thefe are the very words of Godhimfelfin]> —- 
Scripture: And moft jut isic,chat they who laughed ar the Scrmon, 

and mocked at the Preacher, and derided the people chat obeycd 

the Gofpel, fhould be laughed.ar, and derided by God. Ah poos | 
ignorant Fools, (for fo this Text cals them) they will then havé _ 
mocking eneugh,till cheir hearc ake with ic! Fdare warrant then | so aio 
them for ever making ajeaft of Godlinefs more, or making. them- | Pfah37:3- 
felves merry with their own flanderous reports. Ie iatbemfelyes} 
then thac muft be the woful objectsof derifien, and chacof-God | ~. - 
himéelf,. who would have crowned them with glory. Lknow when | | 
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the Scripture {peaks of Gods laughing and mocking, it isnot to be 
underftood literally, bue after the maner of men : but this may fuf- |’ 
. fice us, that ic will be fuch an a@t of God to the tormenting of 
the finner, vvhich vve cannot more fitly conceive or exprefs under 
any other notion orname, thenthefe. - | 


SECT. Vv. 


5. (\Onfider who fhall be Gods Executioners of their Tor- 

ment; and that is, Firt, Satan. Secondly, Themfelves. 
Firft, He thae was here fo fuccefsful in drawing them from Chrift, 
will chen be che Inftrument of cheir punifhment,for yielding to his 
cemptations, It wasa pitriful fight to fee the man poffeffed, that. 
| easbousd with chains,and lived among the Tombs;and that other 
| that would be caft into the fire,and into the water:but alas,thac was 
nothing to the rorment that Satan puts them to in Hel: That is the 
reward he wil give them for all their fervice;for their rejeCting the 
‘commands of God, and forfaking Chrift,and negle@ing their fouls 
| at his perfwafion. Ah, if they had ferved Chrift as faithfully as they 
| did Satan, and had forfaken all for the love of him, he would have 
given them.a better reward. Secondly, and it is moft juft alfo,chat 
rhey fhould there be their own tormentors, that they may fee that 
their whole deftruCtion is of themfelves ; and they who were wil- 
_| fullythe meritorious caufe;(hould alfo be the efficient in their own 
fufferings; and then who can they complain of but themfelves?and 
they wall be no more able to ceafe their felf-cormenting, then men 
that we fee ina deep Melancholy, that will by no Arguments be 
1 caken off from their forrows. < , 


SECT. VL 


6. Onfider alfo how chat their torment willbe univerfal, 
not upon one part alone, while the reft are free, but as all 
have joyned in che fin; fo mufi they all partake of the torment. The | 
foul, as it was the chief in finning, fhall be chief in fuffering ; and 
as itis of amore {piritual and excellent nature then bodies are, fo 
will its torments as far exceed our prefent bodily fufferings. As the 
joys of the foul do far furpafs all fenfual alee iee and corporal | 
contentments, fo .do the pains of the foul furpafs thefe corporal | 
| pains; 
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' yvhom they fcorned enjoying the Glory which they have loft; and a 
| bone them vwvill be only Devils and damned fouls: Ah then how tadly 
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a 
pains ; and as the Martyrs did triumph in the very flames, becaufe 
their fouls were ful of joy, though their bodies were in pain; fo 
though thefe damned creacures could enjoy all their bodily plcafures, 
yet the fouls fufferings would take away the fweetnefsofthemall. 
And it isnot onelya foul, but afinful foul chat muft fuffer ; The 
wile which ftill remains upon ic, will make ic fic for che wrath o 
dco work upon ; as fire will not burn except the fuel be combu- 
ftible, but ifthe wood be dry, or it light upon Seraw, how fiercely 
will it burn them ? Why, the guile of all cheir former fins will be as 
Tinder ot Gunpowder to the damned foul, co make the flames of 
hell co takehold upon chem withfury. | 
And as the foul, fo alfothe body muft bear its pare ; that body that 
muft needs be pleafed whatioever became efits eternal fafery, fhall 
now be paid for ail ics unlawful pleafures: Thatbody whieh was 
carefully fooked to, fotenderly cherifhed, fo curiqufly dreft ; thac 
body which could not endure heat, or cold, or an ill {mell, or a loath- 
fome fight ; O what muft ic now endure / How are its haughty looks 
now taken down ! How little will thofe flames regard its comlinefs 
and beauty / Buc as Death did not regard it,nor-the Worms regard it, 
but as freely feed upon the face of the proud and laltful Dames, and 
the heart of the moft ambitious Lords or Princes,as if they had bin but 
beg gers or bruits; fo wil cheir cormentors then as little pricy their ten- 
dernefs,or revereace their Lordlinefs, when they shall be raéfed from 
their graves to their eternal doom. Thofe eyes which were wont to be 
delighted with curious fights,and to feed themfelves upon beauceousy 
and comely objects, muft then fee nothing but vvhat fhall amaze and 
terrihe them;an angry,fin-revenging Godabove them,and thofe Saints 


wil they look back and fay.Are all our merry Meetings,our Fcatts,our 
Playes, our vvanton Toyes, our Chriftmas Games, and Revelscome 
tothis? Then chofe Eares vvhich vvere vvont to be delighred vvich 


Mufick, thal! hear che fhriekes and cries of rheir damned companions, | | 


Children crying ont againit cheic Parents, chat gave chem incoucage- 
ment andexample inevil, bat did not reach them the tear of the 
Lord : Husbands crying out upon their Wives, and Wives upon their | 
Husbands, Mafters and Servants curfing each other; Miniiters and 
People, Magifteaces. and Subjects charging their mifery upon one. 
another, for difcenraging in Day conniving at fin, and being: 


Ses . filent! 
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filent or formal, when they fhould have plainly told one another of 
their mifery, and forewarned them of this danger. Thus will Soul and 
Body be companions in Calamity. | | 


SECT. VII. - ; 


7. AM the greater by far will their Torments be, becaufe they 

| fhall haveno one comfort left to help tomitigate them. In 
this life when a Minifter foretold them of Hel,or Confcience begun to 
trouble their peace, they had Comforters enough’ at hand -to relieve 

, them : Their carnal friends were all ready to fpeak comfort to them, 
and promife chem that all fhould be well wich them, but now they 
have not a word of comfort, either for him or them{ulves. Formerly 
they had their bufinefs, their company, their mirth, co drive away 

| thetr fears, chey could drink away their forrows, or play chem away, 
or fleep chem away, or at-feaft rime did wear them away.; bat now 
all thefe remedies.are vanifhed : They had a hard, a prefumptuous,un- 
believing heart, which was a wall co defend them againft troubles of 
minde, but now their experience -hath banifhed thete, and left them 
naked to the fury of thofe flames :: Yea, formerly Satan himfelf was 
their comforter, and would unfay all chat the Minifter faid againft 

| them, ashe did co our firft Mother ; Hath God faid, Ye thall noc eat? 
Yea fhafl not furely dye. So doth he now, Dott God cell you that 

| you fhall lye in Hell ? Ieisno fuch matter, God is more merciful, he 
doth but tell you foto fright you from finning : Who would lofe his 
‘prefenc pleafures, for fear of that which he never faw ? Or if there be 
| a hell, what: need you to fear it? Are noc you Chriftians? And fhall 
‘you not be faved. by-Chrift ? was not his blood thed for you? Mi- 
nifters may cell you what they pleafe, they delightto fear men, that 
| chey may be matters in their Confciences, and therefore would 
make men believe that they (hall all be damned, except they will fic 
| themfelves: to their. precife humor. Thus as the Spirie of 
|:Chrift is che Comforter of the Saints, fo Satanisthe Comforter of 
the wicked, for-he knows if he fhould now difquiet chem,they would 
no longer ferve him; or if fears. and doubts fhould begin to trouble 
‘them,they would bethink themfelves of their danger,and fo efcape it: 
never was a theif more careful left he fhould awake the people when 
he is robbing the houfe, then Satan is-carcful not to awake a Ginner: 
And:as a cusparfe will look you in the face, and hold youin atale, 


that 
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that you may never fufpect him while he is cobbing your poekets, fo |. 
will Saran labour go keep men from all. doubts or jealountfies or for- | 
rowfull choughts. But when the finner is dead, and he hath his prey, 
and his {tratagem hath had fuccefs,chen he hath done flattering and |. 
| comforting chem: V While. the. fighe of; fin.and milery might have. 
helped co fave them, he toak all the pains he could cohide it from 
their eyes : buc when it ts too late, and there is no hope left, -he wilt 
make them fee and feel it to the utmoft.O,which way will the forlorn 
finner then look for comfort 2? They chat drew him into the fnare 
and promifed him fafety,do now forfake him,and are forfaken them. 
felveg, His ancient comforts are taken from him, and che righteous 
God, whofe forewarnings he made light of, will now make good his 
word againft him tothe leaft tittle. 
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SECT. VIII 


g, Bo the great aggravation of this mifery, will be ics Eternity. 
| That when a thowfand millions of ages are paft, their 
Torments are as ‘frefh to begin as the firft day. If there were any 
hope of an end, it would eafe themto forefce it; but when it muft 
be forever, thac thought isintollerable - much more will the mifery | Hozrendo 
it {elf be fo. They were never weary of finning, nor ever would have | do ft 
been, if they had lived eternally upon earth; And now God will not ee 
be weary of plaguing them. They never heartily repented of their! morte Fis 
fin; and God will never repent him of their fufferings ; They. broke | five piz-de- | 
the Lawes of the eternal God, and therefore hall fuffer eternal pu-| fee? fixe. 
nifhmenc; They knewit was an Everlafting Kingdom whichthey | ¢/4%_ 
refufed when it was offered them, aod therefore what wonder if hapa. 
they be everlaftingly (hut out of ic; Ic was their immorcall fouls | vic ce fais 
chat were guilty of the trefpafs, and therefore muft immorrtally fatter | femper in- 
the pains. O not what happy men would they think themfelves,| “Pi, <# 


if they might have layen ftillin theirgraves, or continued dult, or thee 


' | fuffered no worfe then the gnawing of thofe worms! UO chat they | nescis ators’ 


might but there lye down again! Whata mercy now would itbe to} perimit et 
dye 2? And how wall they call and cry out for ic ? O death, whither | son extin- | 
are thou now gone ? Nowcome and cut off ch’s doleful life! O chat | g##t, dolor 


thefe pains would break my heart, and end my being! Othat i sn | 


pavorem fugat : flammacombuyit fed nequaquam tenebras excutit, Gregor Moral. libg 
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_ might once at laft dye 1 O-that I bad never hada beeing !-— Thefe 
| groanes will che chonghts of Eternity wring from sheir hearts. They 
were wont to think the Sermon long, and prayer long ; how long 
then will chey think thefe Endlefs torments? What difference is 
chere betwixt the length of their pleafures, and of their paines? The 
one continued but'a moment, but the other endureth through all 
eternity. O that finners would fay this thonght to heart / Remem- 
ber how Time is almoft gone : Thou art ftanding all this while at the 
door of Eternity ; and death is waiting to open the door, and put 
thee in: Go fleep-oat yet butfa few more nights, and ftir up and 
down on earth a few more dayes, and then thy nights and dayes hall 
end; thy thoughts, and cares,and pleafure,sand all thall be devoured 
by eternity : thoumult efiter upon that ftate which fhall never be 
changed. As the Joyes of Heaven are beyond our conceiving, fo alfo 
are the pains of Hell. Everlafting Torment is unconceivable Jorment. 


x 


a SECT. FX. 
UcI know if icbe a fenfuall unbeliever chat readeth all this, he 
| Objet. =| BP will caft ic by with difdain, and fay, I will never believe that 


God will chus Torment his Creatures : What,to delight incheircor- 
ture! And that for everlafting / And all for the faules of a (hort 
time | Ic is incredible: How can this ftand with the infinicenefs of 
his mercy ? Iavould not thus Torment the worft enemy that I have 
in the world, and yet my mercifulnefs is nothing to Gods, Thefe are 
bue threatsto awe men: I willnotbelievethem. _ 
Anfiw. Anfiv, Wilt thou not believe? I do not wonder if thoube loath 
. | ta believe fo terrible tidings to thy foul asthefe are; which ifchey 
were believed and apprehended indeed according to their weight, 
would fet thee a trembling and roaring in the anguith of horror day 
Credunt | andnight: And I do as little wonder that the Devil who rulech thee, 


hag ot fhould be loath, if he can hinder it, to fuffer thee co believeit: For 
ex i‘ 
itis folis tria genera mertuor em in die judiciy fint vefyfcitanda: quorum unum faturum ft Ifraclita- 
rum probifimorum : alterum improbifiimorum & impijfimerun , tertium mediocrium qui non min 
nus bend quawemalé opcyati fuerint. Probos illes é veftigioad vitam eter nam infcriptum obfigna 
tumque,imprebes antes in Gebennam, five ignem infernalers abjeflue tri dicunmt : Mediocres vere 
iftos gb td Spatium Chadafchim five menhum tantummode duedecim pro peccatis ipforsim in 
inferno torquebuntur ; deimdc corpara eorum yy engined ucntnfque cinen:s orm aif fando asf- 
perget [ubter plantas pedum juftorum,&c. Sic Rabbi Bechalé Talmudo magno, ue Baxcorfus 
Synag. Jadai.cap. 3. p. 23. 26,27. Ad banchercfin appropinguat dolirina Papiflar nm. 

if 
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if chon didft believe it, thea wouldeft {pare no coft or pains to efcape-|_ 
it. But goro : Ifghou wilt read on,either thon thalt believe it be. 
fore chou ftirreft, or prove thy felf an Infidel-or Pagan. ‘Fell me 
then, Doft thou believe Scripture to be the word of God ? If thou 
do nor, thou art no more a Chriftian then thy horfe is,or then a Turk-| 
is : For what ground have we befides Scripture to -believe that Jefus 

Chrift did come into the world,or dye for man ? If thou believe not 
thefe, I have nothing here to do withthee, but refer thee tarhe 
fecond part of this book, where I have proved Scripture to be the 

word ofGod. But if thon do believe this to be fo, and yet doft not 

believe chat the fame Scripture is true, thou ait far worfe then dther 

Infidel or Pagan : For the vileft Pagans dorf{t hardly charge their Idol 

Gods to be lyars : And dareft thou give the lye to the God of Hea- 

ven ? And accufe him of {peaking thae v-hich thal! not come to pafs ? | 
and that infuch abfoluce threats, and plain cxpreffions? Bur if thou | 

dareft not {tand to this, bue doit believe’Scripture both to be the 
word of God, and cobe tne; then I fhail prefently convince thee of 
the eruth of thefe eternall Torments. Wilt thou believe if,a Prophet. 

{fhould cell it thee? Why read ic then in the greateft Prophets, Adofes,. 

David,and Ifaiab,Dent.32.22. Pfal.t1.6.8 9,17. Ifa. 30,33. Ord 
wile thou believe one that was more then'a Prophet ? Why hear 
then what Pobs Bapcift faith, Afar. 3.10. Lk, 3.17. Or wile chou 
believe ifan Apoftle fhould tell chee ? Why hear what one faith, ?rd. 
7.13.where he cals it che vengeance of eternall fire; and the blacknefs | 
of darnefsfor ever. Or what if thou have it from an Apoftle that had 
been fapt up in Revelations into the third Heaven , and feen things 
unutterable? Wile thou believe then ? Why take it then from Pasi, 

3 Thef.1. 7,89. The Lord felis foall be revealed from Heaven, 
with his mighty eAngelsin flaming fire, taking vengeance on thens that 
know not God, and that obey not the Gofpel of onr Lord Fefus Chrift,whe} 
Shall be panifbed with everlafting defiriettion from the prefence of the 
Lord,and from the ¢lory of us power. And 2 Theff. 3.12. That they all 
might be damned, Whe believed not the truth , but had pleafwre in un- 
righteon{ne(s. So Rom. 2. §, 6,7, 8,9,10. Or wiltthou believe it |. 
from the beloved Apoftle, who was fo taken up in Revelations ; and 
faw it, as it were, in his vifions ? Why fee then, Rev. 20. 10,15. They | - 
are faid there to be caft into the lake of fire , andtormented day and 
night for ever. So Rev. 24. 8 So 2 Pet. 2.17. Or wilt thon believe 
licfrom the mouth of Chrift himfeJf the judg? Why readejt chen, 
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| Mat. 7.19. & 13-40, 41, 42,49, 50 “As therefore the Tares are 


gathered and burncin the fice, fo thal it be in the end of this world = 
the Sortof man hall fend forth his Angels, and they fhall gathe& ouc 
of his Kingdom al! things that offend, and them which do iniquity; 


| and fhall caft chem intow-furnace of fire ; there fhallbe weeping and 


gnathing of teeth,ec. SoC Mar. 18:.8, 9. So Mark 9. 43,44) 46s 
48. Where he repeaceth it three timesover, Where their worm ne- 
ver dyeth, and their fire is not gnenched. And Mat. 25. 41,46. Then 
forall be (ay to them on the left band,Depart from me,ye curfed,into ever- 
lafting fire prepared for the Devil and bis angels: For Iwas, &c. Aud 
thefe (hall go away into everlafting punifhment, and che righreous in- |, 


| co life ecernal. | 


What fayeft chou naw to all chis? Wile chou not yet believe ?If chou 
wile noc believe Chrift, I know nor whom thon wilt believe : and 
therefore it isia vain co per{wade thee any further : Only lec me telt 
thee,the timéis at hind-wh§n chou wilt eaftly believe, and chat with- 
out any preaching or arguing : when thou feeft the great and terrible 
day,and heareft che condemning fentence paft, and.art.chy felf cheuft 
down to Hell (as Lk. 10.15.) then thou fhale belteve, and never. 
doubr again : And donot fay buc thou waft cold fomuch Surely he 


{ chat fo much diffwades thee from believing, doth yet believe and 


tremble himfelf. fam. 2.19. | ye , 
And whereas thou thinkeft chat God is more merciful ; why fure 
he knowes beft his own mercifulnefs. His mercy will not crofshis 
Truth. Cannot God be. infinite in mercy , except he fave the wilful 
and rebellious? Isa judg unmerciful forcondemning malefaors ? 
Mercy and Juftice have their feveral objects : Thoufands of humble, 
believing, obedient fouls fhall kmow to their ecernall comfort that 
God is merciful , chough the refufers-of his grace , (hall lye under 
Juftice. God will chen forcethy con{cience to confefsin Hell, chat 
God who condemned thee was yet merciful to thee: Was it no 
mercy to be made a reafonable creature? And to have Patience en- 
dure thy many ycers provacations, and wait upon thee from Sermon 
to Sermon, detiring and intreating thy repentance and-return 2? Was 
i¢no mercy to have the Son of God, with ali hisblood and merits 
freely offered thee , if thou wouldeit but have accepted him to go- 
vern and to fave thee? Nay when thou hadft neglected and refuled 
Chrift once, ewice, yeaa hundred times, chat God fhould yet follow 
thee with invitations from day today? And fhalt thou wilfully res 
fule 


rs GORI 


_ 74 this madnefs, and tell thee, that God was merciful in all this, chough 
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fufe mercy to the laft hour, and chen cry out that God will not be fo 
‘| unmercifull as to condenm thee ? Thy-confcience Wwill {mite thee for 


{uch as thou do perith for your wilfulnefs: Yea the fenfe of the great- 

nefs of his mercy, will chen be a great part of thy torment. | 
And whereas thou thinkeft the pain to be greater then the offence, 
that is becaufe thou art not a competent Judg ; Thou knoweft whac 
pain is, buethou knoweft noc the choufand part of the evil of fin ; 
fhalt nog the righteous Judg of the world do juftly ? Nay, itisno 
morethen thou didft chufe chy felf: Did not God fer before thee} 
Life and Death ? and cell thee, Ifthou wouldeft accept of the Go- 
vernment of Chrift, and renounce thy Lufts, that ther thon fhouldeft 
have eternal Life?. And if thou wouldcft not have Chrift but the 
| World or Flefhro rute over thee, thou sthouldeft then endure erer- | . 
naftorments? Did not he offer thee thy choice? and bid chee take} © 
| which of thefe thou wouldeft ? -yea, and mereat thee to chufe aright?| 
And doft thou now cry out of Severity, when thou haft but che con- 
'fequents of thy wilful choice ? But ic is not thy accufing God ofcru- 
elry thae fhall ferve chy turn; in ftead of procuring thy efcape, or 
the mitigation of thy torments; i¢ wilf buc make chy burtheh the 

{moreheavy,  — = | 7 | oo. | 

1+ And whereas thou faift that thou wouldeft not fo torment thy own 
enemy ; I_Anfw. Thereisno Reafon chat thou fhouldeft : For is it 
all one to offend a crawling Worm of the earth, and ro offend the 
eternal glorious God ? Thou haft no abfolute dominion over thine 
enemy, and there may be fome fault in thy felf as well asin him, but 
with God and us the cafe is contrary : Yet. thou makelt nothing of. 
killing a Flea ifitdo but bite thee, yea a hundred of them though 
they did not touch thee, and yet never accufeft thy felf of crueley.: | 
Yea, chon wilt torment thy Ox all his life time with coilfome labor, 
and kill him at the laft, chough he never deferved ill of thee, nor dif- 
obeyed thee, & thongh thou haft over him but che borrowed authori- 
ty of a fuperiour fellow creature, and not the foveraign power of the 
abfolute Creator : Yea, How commonly doft thou take atway the 
lives of Birds and Beafts and Fifhes ? Many times a great many of 
lives muft be traken-away to make for thee but one meal? How oe 

| | deaths then have been fuffered in obedience t&thy will from thy-fir 
-| Age to thy Jaft hour 7 and all this without any defert of the crearure? 


And moft ic yet feem cruelty, that the Soveraign Creator, who is ten 
’ - thoufand. 
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thoufand times more above thee, then thou art above a Flea or a 
Toad, fhould execute his Juftice upon fuch a conremner of his Aucho- 
‘ rity ? But I have given you fome Keafons of this before. : 


§, 10: | SECT. X. 


Ut methinks I perceive the obftinate finner defperately refolving, 
If J mutt be damned, there isno remedy, rather chen I will five 
| fo precifely as the Scripture requireth, I will put ic to che venture, I 
{hall {cape as well as che reft of my neighbours, and as the nfdft of che 
world, and we will even bear it as well as we can. ———~da/w. Alas, 
poor creature { would thou didft but know what.ic is that thou doft 
fo boldly venture on : I {dare fay thon wouldeft fleep this nighe 
but very unquietly. Wile ghou leave thy felf no room for Hope ? Art 
thou fuch a malicious implacable enemy to Chrift and chy own foul? | — 
And doft thou think indeed, chat chou canft bear che wrath of God ? 
and go away fo eafily with chefe eternal Torments ? Yet let me beg 
this of thee, that before chou dolt fo flatly refolve,chou wouldeft lend 
me thine atcention.co thefe few Queftions which I fhall put ro thee, 
and weigh them with the teafon ofa man, and if chen thon chink 
thon canft bear thefe pains, I fhall give thee over and fay no more. 
_ x. Who arc thou, that thou (houldeft bear the wrath of God? 
Art thou a God ? or art chon a man ? what is thy ftrengch to undcr- 
o fo much? Is it not asthe ftrengch of Wax or Stubble co refit the 
ire? orasChaffe to che Winde? or as the Duft before the fierce 
Whirlwinde ? Was he not asftout a manasthy felf, who cryed to 
God, 796 13.25 Wile thou break a leaf driven toand fro? and wit 
thon pur/ue the dry fiubble 7 and he that confeffeth, I ams 4 worm and 
no man, Pfal 22.6. If thy ftrength were as iron, and chy bonesas 
brafs, thoucouldcft not bear; If thy foundation were asthe Earth, 
and thy power as the Heavens, yet {houldeft thou perifh at the breath 
of his Indignation : How much more when thou art.buta liccle piece) 
of warm, creeping, breathing Clay, kept afew days from ftinking, 
and from bcing eacen with Worms, by the meer fupport aad favor of 
him whom thou thas refilteft ? | 
2. Jf thou act able to wraftle with the indignation of the 
Reade Almighty, why then doft hou tremble ac thefigns of his Power, or 


aL os Wrath? Bo hot the terrible} Thunderc-claps fomecime fear chee? 
38, | orthe Lightning lathes? or chat unfeen Power which goss with it, 
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| chee to.fee men that were well within a few dayes to be thrown into 


| their companies, and the people fled away at the cry, left the earth 


thy pains, and ftandever thee condoling thy miferable flare: If 


accounted a happy {tate,in comparifonof that which ts fuffered in Hel. 
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| 'in renting in pieces the mighty Oakes, ahd tearing down the ftrong- | 
‘| eft buildings? If thou hadft been in the Church of Wishicombe ut-De. | 
vonfhire, when che lightningbroke in,and fcorctted and burne the peo- | 
d brains and haire upon the pillars, wonld ic not have | 

made thee ‘afraid ? Ifthou be but iri 2 place where the plague doth |. 


ple, and left th 
rage,fo that it comes to fo many thoufand a week; doth it not aftewith 
the graves by heaps and multitudes7if thou hadft {tood by when Phu- 
roab and his people were fo ftrangelyplagued,and at laft drowned to- 
gether in the Sea,or when the earth fwallowed upDathan, Abiram and 


fhould fwallow. them up alfo : or when Elias brotghe fire from 
Heaven co confume the Captains and their compaines; would not any 


of chefe fights have daunted thy fpirit ? Why, how thencanft thon 
-| bear che hellith plagues ? | | 


ThirdlyY¥Tell me alfo,if thou be fo ftrong,and thy heart fo ftout,why 
do thofe fiitall fufferings fo difay thee which befal chee here? If 
thou have but a coothake, or afic of she gout, ot ftone, what groans 
doft thouutrer ? What moan doft thou make ? Fhe hone is filled 


with thy conftant complaints : Thy friends abont thee are grieved at 


thou fhouldeft but lofe a leg or an arm, thou wouldeft make a greater 
matter of ic; ‘Jf chon tofe but a friend, if chou lofe chine eftace,and fall 
into poverty,and beggery, and difgrace ; how heavily wouldeft thou 
ar any one of thefe : And yer all chefe laid cogether will be one day 
Let me fee thee fhake off che moft painful ficknefs,and make as light of 
Convalfive,Epifeprick, Arthricick,Neptiricick patns,or fuch like dieafes 
when they feife upon thee, and chén the ftrength of thy fpirit 
will appear. Alas,how many fuch boafters as thy felf, have I feen made 
Loop and eattheir words? And when God hath but let our a little 
of his wrath, that /’4araoh who before asked, Who isthe Lord, that. 
Tfhould lec all go for him 2 haveturned their tune, andcryed, 1 
have finned: : ce a oe ee 
Fourthly,!f thy ftout fpiritdo make fo light of hel, why chen doth the 
aptoach of death fo much affright chee ?: Did{t chou never finde the: 
fober thoughts of deach to raife a-kind of dread in chy mind? VVak; 


didft receive the fentence of death? If thon wait nof,cthou wilt be be- 
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thou never in a feaver, or a confumption, or any difeafe wherein thoti | - 
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" fore long : and then when the Phyfitian hah plainly told thee that 
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there is no hopes, O how cold it {trikes co thy heart ? V-Vhy is death 
to men the King of terrors elfe ? and the ftoureft champions then do 
abate their courage? O but the grave would be accounted a palace 
or a Paradife,in comparifon of that place of Torment which thou 
defperately flightetft. | ass - 
5. If allthis be nothing, gotry thy ftrength by fome corporall 
torment : As Bilney before he went tothe ftake, would firft try his 


finger in the candle: fo do thou;Hold thy finger a while in the fre,and 


| feel chere whether chou canftendure the fire of Hell: efe/iin men 


cionerha chaft Chriftian. woman who being tempted to uacleannefs by 
alewd..Ruffiae, the defireth him for her fake to hold his finger an 
hour in the fire ; he anfwereth, Iris an unreafonable requelt ; How 
much more unreafopable is it (faich fhe) chat I fhould buro in Heil 


| forthe fatisfying of your luft ? Lo fay Icothee : Ifie bean tntoller- 


able thing co fuffer the heat of che fire for a yeer, or a day,oz an hour, 
what will ic be co fuffer ten‘thoufand times more for ever ? V Vhat 
if chou'were to fufter Eawrencehis death,.co be rofted upona Grid- 
iron? or to be feraped or pricked to death as other Martyrs were ? 
Or if, thou-were.to feed upon toads forayeer together? Jfcthou 
couldelt not endure fuch things as thefe, how wilt thou endure the e- 
eternal flames 2 | 

6. Tell me yet again, if Hell! be fo fmafla matter,why canft thou not 
endure fo much as the thoughts or the mention of it? If chou be afone, 
thou dareft {carcely think of Hel, for fear of raifing difquietnefs in thy 
{pirit:If chou.bein company,thou canft not endure to have any ferious 


| fpeech of it, left it fporle the fpert and mar the mirth, and make thee. 


tremble as Felix did. when Pasi was difcourfing of the Judgement to 
come. Thou.canft not endure to hear a Minifter preach of Hel! , but 
thou gnafhelt thy ceeth;and difdaineft him, and reproacheft his Ser- 
mon, as enough to drive men to defperation or make them mad. And 
canft chou endure the Torments,when thou canft-not endure fo much 
asto hear of them ? Alas, man,to hear thy Judgment from the mouth 
of Chrift, andto feel the execution ,. willbe another kinde of matter 
them to hear it from a Minifter. | 7 

7» Furthermore, what is the matter that tHe rich man in Hell men- 
tioned in, Lwk. 16, con'd not make as light of it as choudolt? ¥ Vas 
nothe as likely a man to bear it as thy felf? VVhy doth he fo cry out 
that he is cormented in the flames? and ftoop fo low asto beg a 


at se. | 3 drop | 


: 


‘| threats of che word, yee when they fee they are going into another 


‘| glad to dye in the ftate of thofe, whom they would not be perfwad- 


_ | thounever fee and fpeak with aman chat lived in defparation ?. or 


lives? Nothing doth them good'which they poffeife ; The fight of 
friends, or houte, or goods which refieth others, i8 a trouble to chem: | 


‘fearfal of deach: V vhacis the matter with thefe men ? Ifthe Mifery 
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drop of water‘of a beggar that he had buea liecle:befure defpifed ac 
his gates ? and to be beholden to him that had been beholden to che 
dogs co lick hts forces ? ee FS eee _ 

8. Alfowhac aileth thy companions: who were as refolute as thy 
felf, chat when they lye a dying thetr courage fs focooled, and their} 
haughty expreffions are fo greatly changed ? They who had the fame 
fpinits and language as thou haft now , and made as light of all the 


——— C4 


BI: 


world,bow pale do they look? how faintly do they fpeak? how dole: 
fully do they complain and groan ? They fend for the Minifter chen, 
whdm they defpifed before,and defire to be prayed for,and would be 


ed to imitate in‘their Jives, Exceptit be here and there a defperate 
wretch, who is given over toa more then Helfith hardnefs of heart. 
V Vhy cannot thefe make as light of it as thou ? 

-. g Yet further, if chou be fo fearlefs.of that ecernall mifery , why is 
the lealt foretaft of it focerrtbie? Didft chou never fee! fuch a thing as 
a tormenting confcience? If thou haft not, thou fhale do. Didft 


in fome-degree of thefe wounds of. fpirit, that was. neer defpair? 
How unfomfortable was their conference’? How burdentome their 


They feel no fweetnefs in’ meat or drink : They are weary oflife,and | 


of the damned ic {elf can be endured, why cannot they: more eafily 
endure thefe little fparks Pe oo OF Siete : 
10, Again, tell me faichfully ; VVhacif thou fhouldelt but fee the 
Devil appear to thee mfometerrible (hape 2? VVould it not-daune 
thee? VVhae if thou fhouldeft meet him in thy way home? Or he 
(hould thew him{elf to the at night in thy bed-chamber ? would ‘not 
thy heare failechee ? aad thy hair ftand an end ? I could name chee_| 
thofe that-have been as coniident as thy Felf, who by fuch a fight have 
been fo appaled, thac they werg indanger of being driven out of 
their wits: Or what if fome damned foul of chy former acquaintance 
fhould appear co thee in fome bodily hkenefs? Woald not.chis amaze 
thee ? What fearsdo people live in, whofe honfes or perfonshave 
been bur haunted with fpirits? Thoughthey have only heard fome} 
noifes, and feen fome fights, bue never fclt any hurt gst ; — 
a odies?. 
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‘bodies ? Alas,whacis-thts to che Torments of Hell? Canft chou not}: 
endure a fhadow to appear before thee ? O how wilt thou endare to 
Jive with them forever ? Where thou fhalc have no other company 
but Devilsand the damned ; and fhale not only fee them but be cor- 


‘mented with them, and by them ? And as incredible a matter as this 


feems to theé, if thy through-converfion prevent ic ror, thou knowelt 
not how f¢w months thou fhaltbe our of this eftace. 

11. Laftly, Lee me ask thee one more Queftion : If the wrath of 
God be to be made fo light of , as choudoit ; Why did the Son of 
God himfelf make fo great a matcer of ic? Whea he who was per- 


| fe@ly innocent himfelf, had taken' upon him the payment of aur 


debt, and ftood in ourroom, and bore chat punifhment, that we had 
deferved,it makes him fweat forth water and blood ,ic makes the Lord 
of Life to cry; My foulis heavy, evento the death : Ie makes him cry 
out upon the crofs, 147 God,my God Why haft thou furfaken me: Surely 
if any one could have born the(¢ fufferings calily, it wauld have been 
Jefus Chrift : He had another meafureof ftrength to bearic then 
thou hatt: a te ae . 
And let me tell thee one thing, which every one undesftandeth 
not: Thou wilt have finsof a more hainous nature and degree to 
| fuffer for, chen ever were laid upon Jefus Chrift, and confequently a 


*Seethis | punifhment of a forer degree ?.* For Chrift Suffered only for the 


adie is breaches of the Covenant of workes; and not for the violation of che 
my Apho- 


Covenant of grace (properly fo called, that is, not for the final non- 
performance of the conditions of this Covenant, ) There was no mans 
final unbelief or impenitencie, or refilting the Spirit, that did lye up- 
on Chrift : Howfoever the aggregation of all mens fins might aggra- 
vate his-burden, yet the punifhment due co thofe fins parcicularly,was 
not like the punifhmenc which is duc to thine : For as the firlt Cove- 
nant gave not fo great a-reward, fo neither did it threaten fo preata 
penalty as the lacerdoth: And the penalty which the new Cove 
nant threateneth,Chriftnever underwent. So thac the punifhment 
which thou muft fuffer, is that which the Apoftle {peaks of Heb. ro. 
26. Of how much forer punifhpent, cc. and chat fearful look- 
ingfor of Judgment,and fire which devoureth the adverfaries, Heb.6. 
&. Woto poor finners for their mad fecurity! Do they think co 
finde it’tolerable to them, which was fo heavy to Chrift # Nay, the 
Son of God is caft into a biter agony , and bloody {weae, and do- 
Jorous complaints, under the curfe of the law alone : and yet the 
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feeble fool th-creature makes. nothing to bear alfo the curfe of the 
Gofpel ! the good Lord bring thefe men to their right minds by Re- 


. 


pentanice, left they buy their wit at too dear-a rate. 
° : : : & . ‘ 


= LECT. XI. a a ; 
Nd thus I have fhewed. you fomewhat of their mifery, who mis 
‘of this Reft prepared for the Saints. And now Reader, 
demand thy refolution, what ufe thou wilt make of all this ? Shalit 
all be loft co thee? or writthon as thon art alone confider ofit in 
good earneft? Thouhalt calt by many a-warning of God, wilt thon | _ 
do {o by this alfo? Take heed whae thou doft, and how thon fo re- 
folveft ; God will not alwayes ftand warning and shreatning; The | | 
hand of revenge-# lifted up; the blow is coming,and wo to him who- 
ever he be on whom it lighteth ; Little chinkeft chou how neer thow,| | 
ftandeft co thy eternal ftace, and-how neer the Pic thou art dancing) 
in thy greateft a '; af thy cyes were but opened, as they will be 
fhoftly, thou wouldeft. fee all: this that Ihave fpoken before thine. 
eyes withousftirring from the piace (1 think) in which thou tandeft. 
Doft thou throw. by the Book, and fay, It fpeaks of nothing but Helt. 
‘land Damnation? Thus thou ulelt aifo to complain of the Minifter;but. 
wouldf chou not have uso tell. thee of thefe things ? thonld we be | 
suilty of the blood of thy -foul,by keeping filent that which God hat 
charged ns upon pain of death to make knqwnzwould{t thou perifh in 
eafe and filence? and alfo have uso perifh with thee, rather then to- 
awake thee, or difpleafe thee by {peaking the truth 2 Jf thou wilt be 
euilty,ef fuchinhomane cruelty, yet God forbid we fhould be 
suiley of fuch moft fortifh nae { There are few Preachers fofimple, 
but they ‘know chat this kinde of Preaching is the ready way tobe | 
hated of their Hearers: And the defire of applanfe, and the favor of 
men is fo naturalto allmen, that I think there ts few chat delight in 
fuch a difpleafing way : Our temptations to flattery and Man-plea-. 
fing ave too ftrong tor that. Bue I befeech the confider; Are thefe 
things trne, orare they not ? If they were not crue, I would heartily 
foyn with thee againft any Miniter thae fhould offer ro Preach them, | 
and to affright poor people when there is no caufe ; and I fhould 
think fuch Preachers did deferve Death or Banifhment: But ifevery |. 
word of chefe threatnings be the .words of God, and if they be as 
true as thon livelt and readeft this, what a wretch art thowthat 
| Yy 3. 
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- | wouldeft not hear it, or confider it? Why; what is ch¢, matter ? Ie 
‘thou be fire that chou arc one of the People of Gad, this Dodtnne 


will be a comfort co thee and notaterror; but if chou be yet carnal 


| and unregenerate, methinks thou fhouldeft be as fraid co hear of Hea- 


ven as of Hell, except the bare name of Heaven or Salvation be fuffi « 
cient; fure there is no Dodttire cohcerring heaven in all the Scripture, 


that can give thee any comfort but upanithe fuppofal of thy conver- 


fion, What comfort is itto thee to heat that chere isa Reft remain. 
ing forthe people of God, ‘except thou be one of them ? Nay, what 
more terrible then to read of Chrift and Salvation-for others, when. 
thou muft be fhut our? Thetefore except thon wouldeft have a Mini- 
{ter co-‘preach a lye, it is all on¢ co thee for any comfort thou batt in 
ic, whether he Peeach Heaven.or Hell tothee ; His Preaching Hea- 
ven, and Mercy to thee, can be nothing:elfe but eo intreat thee to 
feek them, and not neglect or reje& them, but he can make thee no 
promife ofic, buc upon the;conditioa of thy obeying che Gofpel; 
and his preaching Hell ig bur-co:peciivade thee-ro ayord ic. And is 
nor this Doctrine fic for thee to hear ?. Indeed ifthouwere quite pat 


| hope of efeaping ic, then it were ia vaine co tell thee of bell, buc ra- 


ther let thee take a few merry hours whillt choy maift ; but as long as 


| thou art alive there is fome hope.ofxhy recovery, and therefore a’ | 
| means muft be uied to.awake thed from aby Lechargy,. O that fome 
| Fonat had this Poinc. in hand to ery in your cars (Yetna:few days,and 


the Rebcllious {hall be deftroyed ]: ull you were brought down on 
your knees in fackcloth. and in afhes ! Or if fome.Zobn Baptift might 


Joryitabroad, Now w the Ax laid to the root of the Tree, every tree 


that bringethwot forth good fruit, = bewen down andcaft into the fire ; 
O that fome fon of Thundes,who could {peak as Pared,cill the Hearers 
ccemble,were now co Preach this Doctrine to thee! Alas,as cerribly as 
you think I {peak, yet ts it noc the thoufand part of what maft be fete 
for whac heart.can now poffioly conceive, or what tongue can ex 
prefs the dolours of thofe fouls chacare under che wrath of God ¢ 
Ah, that ever blinde finners. (hould wiltully bring chemfelyes to fuch 


| unfpeakable mifery 1 You will then be ceying to Jefus Cheift,O 


mercy{O pitcy. pitty. on 3 poer foul) Why, 1 donow inthe name 
of the Lord Jefus cry cy thee ; O have mercy, have pitty, Man, upon 
thine own foul ; fhall God pitty thee whe wile notbe increared tu 
piety thy felt? Jf thy borfe fee bur a pit before him thou canft fcarcx 
ly forcehimin ; Balzams Mfs wouid noc be driven upon the drawn 

sword 
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Sword,and.wile thou fo obftinately calt thy felf into hell, when the 


danger. is foretold thee 2.0 whe can ftand before the Lord, and who 
| can abide the fieragne/s of bis-anger? Nah.1.6. Methinks thou fhouldeft 
need no more words, buc prefently caft away thy foul-damning fins, 
| 3nd wholly deliver up thy felf: to Chrift. Refolve on it immediately, 
{ man, and lec itbedone, thac I may fee thy face in Reft among the|': — 
} Saints... The Lord perfwade thy heart to ftrike this Covenant withour | 

any longer delay : but if chou be hardened unto death, and there be 
no remedy, yet do not fay another day, but that thou waft faichfully | 


Warned, and that thon hadft a friend that would fain have prevented 


| thy damnation, 
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The Second Vfe,Reprebending the general negleét of this 
Reft, and exciting to diligence in feeking it. 


SECT, I, 


Pres Come now to the Second Ufe which I thall 
BAe rail from this Doctrine of Rcft. If there be fo 
S certain and gloriousa Reft for the Saints, why 
Re isthere no more induftrious feeking after ic in } 
apy the world? One would think chat a man that | 

o\rm did but once hear of fuch unfpeakable glory co} 
See be obtained,and did believe what he hearethi,to| ~ 
Fae ‘be true, fhould be tranfported with the vebe- 
| mency of his defiresafter it, and fhould ylmoft 
forget to eat or drink, and fhould minde and care for nothing elfe, 
and fpeak of, and enquire after nothing elfe, but how co get affn- 
rance and poffeffion of this Treafure ! and yet people who hear of.it | 
daily, and profefs to believe it undoubtediy asa fundamental Ar- | .. 
Ucle of their Faith, do as little minde ‘it, or care, or labour for it, and{ - 
4s much forget and difregard it, as if they had never heard of any: {uch 


. | Sk errant 
| aliqul, & 
in tantium 


Ch [piritu- 


alem phre- 


eum a : . ‘ . r) 


342 


oblivienent 


| The Saints everlafting Ref. —_ | 
thing, or did not believe one word that they hear; And’ae2 thn : 
that comes into edmerica, and fees che Natives regard more 2 piece | 
of Glafs, or an old Knife, then a piece of Gold, m# think, fre thefe. 
people never heard of che worth of Gold, orelfe they woald nor 
exchange it for toyes: fo aman thac looked ondl}-ppon che-lives of 
moft men, and did not hear cheit contrary confeffions, would thik, 
either chefe men never beard of Heaven, or els they never heard of 


_Jitsexcellency and glory; when afas, they hear of it till they are weary 


ofhearing; and it is offered to them fo commonly, that they are tired 


-| with che tidings, and cry ont as the J/raelites, Numb. 11.6. Our foul 


is dried away, becasefe there is nething but this Manna before or eyes : 
And as the Indians who live among the golden Mynes do little re- 
gard it, bur ace weary of the daily coy! of getting it, when other Na- 
tions will compafs the world,and venture their lives,and fay! through 
{torms and waves to get it ; So we chat live where the Golvel grow: 
eth, where heaven is urged upon us at our doors, and the Manna Faiis 
about our tents, do little regard it, and with thefe Mynes of gold 
were further from us, that we might not be pat apon the royt of xcta 
ting it, when fome that wane it, would be glad of ic upon harder 
tearms : Surely, thoughthe Refarre@tion of the Body and Life ever- 
laftinig be the laft Article in their Creed, it is not the Icaft, aor there- 
fore put aft, that it fhould be taft in their defires and endeavors. 


mh ok — SECT. IL ‘ : 
] thall apply this Reproof more particularly yet to fou feveral forts 


lup in feeking the things below, thac he hach neither heare gor time 
tofeekthisReft. . Pon 8 ete ie a 
May I nor well fay to thefe men, as Paw! cothe Galathians in ano- 
‘ther cafe? Foolifhfinners ! who hath bewitched you? Je ts nor for 
| nothing that Divines ufe to call the world a Witch; for asin VVitch- 
craft mens lives, fenfes, goods, or cattle are deftroyed by a lksange fe- 
cretuhfeen power of the Devill, of which a man can pive no natural 


| afin deoe| Reafon; fo here, men wil deftray thetic own foulsin away quite 
merunt, it 

-| tanquam | : iad _ 

martuia corde  onmem infumaint optram fuans circa Caynem; fic intendentes tabernaculo fyoachnun- 

| qsam putent effe . | 

videntur, qub foc dediti fut corn: 2m fangiat, abfl ovazmo nibit altad quam carmen folzm fe cht vee 

patent : Sicin wano accipientes ailinas fuse tangaam prorfies ignorent asimas fe babore Bex: Ser.137. 


againft theis own knowledg ; and as V Vitches wall make 2 man dance 
taferamyaruntamygn cadat neceffe effyaters id quidem int lrev!. Aitagn feipfos ncfewe 


naked 


-- : 


of men. Firft, To the carnal worldly- minded man, whe is fo taken| | 
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naked, or do the moft unfeemly, unreafonable actions; fo the world 
doth bewitch men into bruit beafts,and draw them fome degrees be- ; 
‘yond madaefs, VVould not any man wonder that isin his right wie, | 
-and hath buc the fpiritual ule of Reafor, co fee what riding and run- 
ning, what fcrambling and cagching there is for a thing of naught, 
‘while eternal Reft lyes by negleGted ! whac contriving and caring, 
what fighting and bloodthed co get a ftep higher in the world chen 
their brethren, while they neglect the Kingly dignity of the Saints / 
what infatiable purfuic of flefhly pleafures, whileft they look upon 
the Prajfes of God, which is the Joy of Angels, as atiring burden / | 
what unwearied diligence there is in raifing cheir pofterity,in enlarg-: 
ing their poffeffions,in gathering a litcle filver or gold ? yea, perhaps 
for a poor living from hand’ to mouth ? while in the mean time cheir 
Judgment is drawing neer ; and yet how ic thall go with them then? 
or how they (hall live etgraally, did never put them to the trouble of 
| ones hours fober confideration ; what rifing early, and fitting up late, 
| and jJabouring, and caring year afer yearto maintain themfelves and 
their children in credic till they dye, bue what fhall foltow after thar 
they never think on, as if ic were onely. their work to provide for 
‘their bodies, and onely Gods work to provide for cheir fouls,where- 
as God hath promifed moge to provide for their bodies withouc 
their care, then for their fowls; though indeed they muft painfully | 
ferve his Providence for both ; and yet thefe mencan cry tous; May 
not a man be faved without fo much ado? And may we not fay with | ° 
more reafon:co them ? May nota man havea liccle Air, or Earth ? 2 | 
little credit or wealth withovt fo mych ado? or at leaft, may naga] ° 
man ‘have enough ta. bring him co his grave withone fo ngich ado ? 
O how carly do they rowfe up theix fervants to their labour? up, 
come away to work, we have this to de, or that to do; but how 
felaom do they calithem, Up, you bave your foulsto lookiro, you} 
have Everlafting to provide for, up co. prayer, to reading |. 
of the Scripture; Alas, bow rareis this language! whata gac- 
ding up and down the world ishere, like a company of Antsupon| — 
a Hillock? taking unceffane pains to gatheratreafure, which death,) ~- 
asthe next paflenger that comes by, will {parn abroad.? as ifit were 
fuch an excellent thing, to dye inthe mid{t of wealih and honors / | 
oras ific weuld be fuch acomfore to aman atdeath, or in another}... 
world, to chink charhe wasa Lord, or a Knight, ara Gentleman, or |: - | 
a Rich man on earch? For my patt, wheyeves thefe men may pro- AE 
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fefs or fay to the contrary,1 cannot but ftrongly fufpect that in hear! 
they are flat Pagans, and do not believe that there is an eterna 
glory and mifery, nor whiat the: Scripture {peaks of the -way of ob- 
camming it;-or at Jeaft, chae chey do but a little believe it, by the 
halves, and therefore think to make fure of Earth, left there be no 
fuch thing as Heaven to be had; and to hold faft chat which they have 
jin hand, Ici ifehey let go that, inhope of becter in another world, 
they fhould play the fools and lofe all,——-I fear, chough the 
-Chriftian Faith be in their mouths, left that this be the faich which is 
next their hearts; or cle rhe luft of their Senfes doth overcome and 
fufpend their Reafon, and prevail wich cheic Wils againft the lat 
practical conclufion of their Underftanding. What is the excellency 
of this Earth, that it hath fo many Suicers, and Admirers ? what hath 
this World done for its Lovers and Fricnds, that it is fo eagerly fol- 
lowed, and painfully fonghe after, while Chrift and Heaven ftand by, 


| time to come ?. The common entrafice into it is through anguith and 
is | forrow: Une pees through it is with continual care,and labor,and 
| grief;cthe paffage out of it is with thegreateft fharpnels and fadnefs.of 
all. Whatthen doth canfe men fo much to follow & affect it?O finful, 
unreafonable, bewitched men | Will micth and pleafure {tick clofe to 
you? Will gold and worldly glory prove faft. friends toyou tn the 
| time of your greateft nced ? will they hear your cries in the day of 
your calamity ? Ifa man fhould fay co yow ac the hour of your death, 
as Elias did to Baals Prielts,Cry aloud, &c.O,Riches,or Honor, now 
helpus! will they etther * anfwer, or relieve you 7 will they go alo 
with yf to another world, and bribe the Judg, and bring you. off 
clear? or purchafe you a room among the bleffed ? why then did fo 
rich a man want a drop of water for his tongue? or are-the fweet 
morfels of prefenc delight and honor, of more worth then the eternal 
Reft 2? and will they recompenfe the lofs of that enduring Treafure ? 
! Can there be the leaft hope of any ef thefe ? why, what then is che 
_, -| matter ?Is ic onely a room for our dead bodies, that we are fo much 
' | beholden to the world for ?-why, this is the la{t and longeft courtefie 
‘thac we fhal receive from it; But we fhal have this,;whether we ferve it 
orno ; and even that homely dafty dwelling, ic will not afford us als 
wayes neither: It hall poffefs our duft bur cill the great Refurreati- 
onday. Why, how then doth: the world deferve fo well at mens 
hands, that they fhould pare wich Chriftand their falvation to be its 
, fol. 


and few regard them ?or what will the world do for them for the | _ 
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faithfulleft fervancs at laft complaining, .Oh che world hath deceived 
me, and undone me! Ic flattered me {n my profperity, bucnow it 
turns’ me -eff ac death in my neceffity / Ah, tf § had as faichfully fer- 
ved Chrift,as Uhave ferved ict; He would not thus have caft me off; nor 
have left me thus comfortlefs and hopelefs inthe depth of mifery ! 
Thus do the deareft friends and favorites‘of the warid complain at 
faft of its deceit , or rather of heir own felf deluding folly s and yer 
fucceeding finners will take no warning. So this is the firft fore cf 
neglecters of Heaven which fall under chis Reproof. | 


 SECT.IUIL 


2, “He fecond fore to be here reproved, are the ’ prophane,- un- 
_° iL godly, prefumpruous multicude, who will not be: perfwaded 
to be at fo. much pains for falvation,as to perform the common-out- 
ward duties of Religion. -Yea though they are convmeéed that thefe 
dutiesare commanded by God, and fee it before their cyes. in the 
Scripture, yet wil they not be brought co che conitant practice of them. 
I€chey have the Gofpel preached in the town where they dwell, it 
may be they will give che hearing to it one parcof the day, and flay 
at home the other : or if the mafter come to the congregation, yet 
pare of his family mult ftay ac home. Jf they waft the plain 
and powerful preaching of the Goiped, how. few are chere ina whole 
Town thac willeither o¢ at colt or pains to procurea Miniter; or 
travella mile or cwo tohear abroad ? Though they will go many 
miles to the market for provilien for their bodies. The Queen of the 
South fhall rife up in Judgment with this generation, and condemn 
them ; for fhe came from che utcermotft parts of the earth, to hear 
the wifdom of Solomon, and beholda greater then Solomson doth by 
his meflengers preachto them. The King of Némeve fhall ile up in 
Judgment wich them, and (hall condemn them; for he‘ repented. 
at the preaching of 7on.1s,buc when Jefus Chrift fendeth his Embatfa 
dorsto thele mea, they will fcarce g0 to hgag. them, AZa¢..12.41,420 
And though they kaow that the Scripture isthe very Law of Gad, by 
which they mutt live,and by which they muft be acquit or condemned 
‘\.in Judgment, and thas ft is che property of every blefled man, co de. 
Aighcin this law,and to meditace inic day andnight,P/a/.1.2. Yee 
will chey not be at the painsto read a chapter pace ina day, norco 
|acquainc cheir families with this ream iae > Buc if chey 
zZ 3 Cast 


followers 2 Aby vile. deceitful world ! How oft have we heard thy 
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| carr ya Bible to Church and let jr lye by them all che week, this is the 
nett ufe that they make of it. 1 though they are commanded, to 


oe 


pray without ceafing. 1 Zhef.§.17. Andto pray alwayes and noe 
waxe faint, Lwk, 18.1, 2, 3,0. tocontinue in prayer, and watch-in. 
the fame with chankfgiving, Cok 4.2. Yet willthey not be brouphe 


ene ee 


.| to pray conftancly with their farhilies, or in.fecret: Though Daniel 
_ | would rather be caft co the Lyons, thea-he would forbear fora while 


praying openly in his houfe where his enemies might: hear him three 
timesaday; yetthefe men will rather venture to be aneternal prey 
to chat roaring Lyon that feeksto devour them, then they will be ar 
the pains thus to feek their fafety. You may hear in their houfes two 
oathes for one prayer. Or if they do any thing this way, icis ufnally 
but the running over a few formal words, which they hawe got on 
their tongues erid,asif they came on purpofeto make a jeft of prayer, 
and co mock Ged and sheir own fonts. H they be in diftrefs,or want 
any thing for their bodies, chey want no words co make known their 
mind; butto a Phyfitian when they are fick, toa griping Landlord 


~ Lwhen they are opprefled. to a wealthy friend when they are in wanr, 


they can lay open cheir cafe in fad complaints, and have words ae 
will co prefshome their requefts : Yea every beggar, at their door 
can crave relief, and make it their daily practice and hold on with im- 
portunicy, and teke no denyal; neceffity filleth their mouthes wich 
words, and teachech them the moft natural prevailing Rhetorike : 
Thefe beggars will rife of Judgment #Fagain{t them and condemn 
\them. Donbrlefs if they fele bue che mifery and neceffiries of their. 
fonls,they would beas forward to beg relief of God,and as frequent, 
-} as fervent, asimportunate, and asconftant till they were paft their 
fircights. But,alas, he that only reades in a book that he is miferable, 
and what his foul ftands in need of, but never felt himfelf miferable, 
nor felt particularly his feveral wants. no wonder if he muftalfo 
fetch his prayer from his book only, or ac furche& from the ftrength 
of hisinvention or memory. Solomons requelt to God-was, That 


_| what prayer or Supplication foever fhould be made by any man, or 


by al the people, when every man foal know bis own fore and bis own 
grief, and foall fpread forth his hands before God , that God would 


| then hear and forgive,@-e. =Chron. 6. 29,30. lf thefe men did thus 


know and feelevery one the fore and the grief of “his own foul, we 
fhould neither need fo much to urge them to prayer,nor to teach them 
‘how to perform it, and whatto fay : Whereas now ‘they do invite 


e-—. Fa ‘Ss 
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a a a aaa 
‘| God to be backward in giving,by their backwardnefs in asking; and 
‘| to be weary of relieving them, by their own being weary in begsing 


relief; and to be feldome and fhore in his favors,as they are in their 
prayers; ansito civethem but common and outward favors,as they 


putup dut common and ontfide requefts; Yea their cold and hearctefs | 
prayers do invice God to a flat denial: for among men it is taken for. 


gtanted,that he who askes but flieghtly & feldor? cares not much for 


-| chat he askes. Do not thefe men judge them{elves unworthy of Hea..|- 
ven, who chink ic not worth their more conftantand earneft requefts? 


If ic be not worth asking for, icis worth nothing. And yet tfyou 
fhould go from houfe to houfe through Town-and Parith,and enquire 
at every houfe as you go, whether they do morning and evening call 
their family cogether, and earneflly and reverently feck che Lord in 
prayer? how few would you finde that conftantly and confcionaby 
practice this dury ? Ifevery door were marked where they donor 
thus call upon che name of God, that his wrach might be powred out 
npon that family, our towns would be as places overthrown by the 
plague, the people being dead within, and the marke. of judgment on 
the door without :' J fear where one houfe would efcape, ther’s ten 


would be marked ont fordeath: and then they might ceach their - 


doors to pray, Lord buve mercy onus; becaufe the people would 
not pray themfelves. But efpecially if yeucould fee what men do 


in their fecret chambers, how few fhould you finde in a whole Town, |. 


that {pend one quarter of an hour morning and nighs in carneft fap- 
plication ro God for their fouls? Ohow little do thefe men fet by 


this eternall Reft ? Thus do they flothfully negieé all endeavors for 


their one welfare , except fome publike duty in. the congregation, 
which cuftom or credit doth engage themto. Perfwade them co read 
good books,and they will not be at fo much pains : perfwade them to 


learn the grounds of Religion in fome Carechifme, and they thinkit a | 


toilfome flavery , fitter for Schoolboyes or Jitcle children chen for 
them:Perfwade them to Sanétifie the Lords day in holy exercifes,and 
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to {pend it whofly in hearing the word, and repeating ic with their. | | 
families, and prayer, and meditation,c+c. andto forbear ailtheir | 


worldly thoughts and fpeeches; And what a tedious life do they take 


this to bef and how long may you preachto them, before they will | 
be brought toic? as ifthey thought that heaven were not worttralt |” 


this ado. Chrift hath been pleading with England thefe fourfcore 
yoers and more by che word ofhis Gofpel, for his worthip and for 


his 
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his Sabbaths, and yet the inhabitants are not perfwaded. Nay, he 
hath been pleading chefe fix yeers by chreatnings, and fire,and fword, 
and yet can prevaile buc wich very few’: And chough thefe bloody 
arguments have been {pread abroad , and brought home to people 
from Parifh to Parifh, almoft as far as the word hath gone, fo thac 
there is {carce a Parith in many counties where blood hath not been 
(hed, & the bodies of the flain have not been left,yet che generality of 
England is no more perfwaded, then they were the firft day of their 
warning ; and they have not heard the voice of therod., which hath 
cryed up and down cheirftreets, Yet OEngland, will yé noc fanctifte 
my Sabbaths, nor call upon my name, nor regard my word,nor curn 
from your worldlinefs and wickednefs 2? God bath given them a lath 
and a reproof,a wound anda warning ; he hath (as ic were) {tood 


in their blood with the fword in his hand, and among che heapes of 


the flain hach he pleaded wich the living ,. and faid, What fay you ? 
Will you yee worfhip me,and fear me, and cake me for yourLord ? 
And yet they will noc - Alas,yet to this day England will not;Let me 
here write it,and leave ic upon record,that God may be juftified, and 
England may be fhamed ; and pofterity may know,if God do deliver 
us, howill we deferved it, or ifhe yet deftroy us , how wilfully we 
procured ie : And if they that paffe by fhall ask, Whyhath God 
done thus to a flourifhing and profperous land ? You may give them 
the ceue,though fad anfwec, They would not hear, they would nor re- 
gard : He fmit chem down, he wounded them, he hewed them as 
wood,and then he befeeched the remainder to confider and return, 
but they never would do it : They were weary of his wayes,they pol- 
luced his Sabbaths they caft his word and worfhip out of their fami- 
lies, they would not be at the pains co learn and obey his will, nay 
they abhorred his Minilters,and feryants, and holy paths, and all this 
co the la{t breath : When he had flain five thoufand or eight thou- 


| fand at a fight, the reft-did no more reform, then if they had 


never heard ofic : Nay,fucha {piric of flumber is faln upon chem, 


- | that if God fhould proceed and kill chem all fave one man & ask that 


one man, Wilt chou yet feek me wichall thy heart, he would racher 


Abeg- | flight it. Lord have mercy upon us! What is gone with mens under- 


ftanding and fenfe ? Have they renounced Reafon as well as Faith? 
Are they dead naturally as well as {ptritually ? Can they noe hear, 
nor feel, though they cannot believe’ That fad judgment is faln 


upon 


Sate a te 
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fpoil, and Urael (England) to the robbers ? Did not the Lord? He a- 


gainft whom We have finned? For they would net walk in his wayes, nei=| 


ther were they obedient to his Laws: Therefore he hath poured upen thems 
the fury f hes anger, and the firength of battel, andit hath fet them on 
fre round about, yet they kyew st not ; it burned them, yet they laid it 
motto heart. Yea this much more Jet us leave upon Record apainft 
England, They have been fo far from Reforming, and taking up the 
Worthip of God with delight, afterall this, that they have contrari- 

ly * abhorred it arthe very heatt,and fought againft it as long as they 
could ftand, and when they have been wounded and overthrown in 
one Fight, they have been as forward to the next ; and when they 


have been quite fubdued in all parts of the Land, they are as ready 
{ again for another war, as if they had never felethe hand of God at; 


all; endo root outthe fincere Worlhippers and Worthip of Ged, 


they are ready to-dye to the laft man. Lord, how haft thou deferved ! 


fo much ill at chefe mens hands ! what harm hath praying, and read- 
ing, and preaching painfully, and fanctifying the Sabbath, and fearing 
to offend done to England? Have they fuftered for thefe, or for their 


enmity to thefe? what evil do thefe wretches difcern in the everlafting ! 119, nam ob- 
idom,that they do not only refufe to labor for it,but fo deteftand jurgatio, 


Kin 


refift the holy way that leadsto it? Ic is wel for them that they live in | 


Gofpel rimes,when the patience of God doth wait on finners,andnot 
in thofe feverer days,when fire from heaven deftroyed the Captaines 
and their Companies that were commanded by the King to bring but 
one Prophet before him ; or when the * Lyoné deftroyed fourty two 
childten for calling a Prophet of God Bald-head: Or rather it had 
bin better for chefe men to have lived in thofe times,thac thongh their 
temporal Judgments had been greater, yet their eternal plagues 
might have bin the lefs. Yet this much more let me leave upon Record 


_| tothe fhame of Exg/and;That all chis is not meerly through idlenefs, 


becaufe they will not be at the pains to ferve God, but it is out of a 
bitter enmity to his Word and wayes ; for they will be at more pains 
then this in any way that is evil, ° or in any worfhip of mans devi- 
fing ; They are as zealous for Croffes, and Surplices, Proceffions and 


bus, fed fusis aRimandus eft vocibus, Ambref de peenit.|.1 Ce ‘Dens diferte docet ea tantumin Dee 
colendo adbibenda effes qua itple pracepit. Summe Deo.difplicet emuis, tSercdguonsia em frmulata 
réligvo, ep culius ex inventione humana profetius, DoGor Sutlive advert. Bellarm. de. Monach, 


Chap, 39. p- 130, 


344 
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{ Perambulations, reading of a Gofpel at acrofs way, the obfervation 
| of Holidays,and Pafting days,the repeating of the Letany, or the like 
forms in the Common Prayer;the bowing at the naming of the word 
[Jefus (while they reje& his. Worfhip) the receiving of the Sacramrenc 
when they have no right to it,and thacupon theirknees,as if they were 
more revercrent and devout then the crue laboriqus fervants of 
Chrift ; with a multicude of things which are onely che traditions of 
their Fathers ; Ifay, they are as zealous for thefe, asif eternal life 
confifted inthem. Where God forbids them, there they are as for. 
ward as if they could never do enough; and where God commands 
them, they are as backward co it, yea as much againftie, as if th 
were the commands of che Devil himfelf; and for che difcipline of 
Chrift, chough all parts of che world have much oppofed it,yet where 
hath ie been fo fiercely and powerfully retifted ? Fhe Lord grane thac 
this hardned, wilful, maticious Nation fall -not under that heavy 
doom, Luke 19.27. But thofe mine enemies which would not that [ 
Loonld reign over them, bring them hither and flay thems before me. 


6.4. .. SECT. IV. P 


3. He third fore that fall under this Reproef, ‘are thofe felf- 
couzening.formal, lazie Profeffarsof Religion, who will be 
| baad to any outward duty, and to take up the eafier pare of 
| Chriftianity, but co the inward work, and more diffieule parc, they| 
will never be perfwaded: They will Preach, or hear, or read. or 
talk of heaven, or pray ctftomartly and conftantly in their Families, 
arid take part with the perfons or caafes that are good, and defire to 
be efteemed among the godly, but you can never bring them to: the 
4 more fpiritualand difficule dattes, as to be conftant and fervenc in 
fecret Prayer, to be confctonable in the duty of felf-examination, co 
be conftanc in that excellent duty of Meditation, tobe heavenly 
minded, to watch conftantly over his heart, and words, and wayes; | | 
to deny his bodily fentes their delights,co mortifie the fiefh, and nor| 
‘make provifton for ic cofulfil ies lutts, to love add heartily forgive an| 
{enemy, to prefer his brethren heartily before himfelf, and co think| 
meanly of his own gifts and worth, and co cake it well of others chat) 
think fo too, and to love rhem that have low choughts of him, as 
wellaschofe chat have high; cobear eaftly che injuries or underva- 
duing words of others againft his, co lay all chac se hath ac the feer | 
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of Chrift, and to prefer his Service and Favor before all; 
to preparetodie, ahd willingly to leave ail, to come co Chrift, 
c&c. This outlide Hypocrite will never be perfwaded co any of 
thefe. Above all other, two notable forts there are of thefe/  .. 
Hypocrices. Firft, The fuperficial, opintonative Hypocrite. Se. | Matthz3. y, 
condly, The worldly Hypoerice. Firft, The former entertainech 
the Dodétrine of the Gofpel with Joy,bat it igonely ico the fur- ) 
face of his foul, he never gives the feed any depth of earth; 
Ic changeth his opinion , and he thereupon ingageth for Re- 
figion, as the right.way, and fides with ic as 2 partyin a Fa. | 
Gion , bur it never melted and new molded his heart, nor fee 
up Chrift. there in full Power and Authority ; but as his Reli- 
gion lyes moft in his Opinion, fo he ufually runs from Opinion 
to Opinion, and iscarried up and down with every winde of 
Doé@trine, by the fleight of men, and cunning craftinefs where- 
by they lye in ‘weight to deceive; and as a childe is teffed too 
and fro; for as ‘hts Religion is. bue: Opinion, fo is his Study; 
and Conference, and chief bufinefs all about Opinion : He is | 
ufually aan ignorant, * prond, bold, unreverent enquirer and 
babler abour controverfies, rather then an humble: embracer 
of the Known trath, with love and fubjection; you may cons 
{je@ture by his bold and forward tongue, and groundlefs concei: 
tednefs in his own Opinions, and fleighting of the Judpments 
and ‘perfons of others, and feldom talking of the great things 
of Chrift wirh ferioufnels and humility, that his Religion dwel. 
fetch in his brain,‘and not in his heare; where the winde of 
Temptation affauleshim, he eafily yieldeth, and it carsiech him | 
away as a Feather, becaufe his heart ts empty, and nor ballaced 
and ftablifhed with Chrift and Grace. 1f the Temptation of 
the Times do affaulc mens Underftandings, and the fign bein 
the Head, though the little Religion that he hath lyes there, 
yet a handred to one but he turneth Hereétick, or catcheth the } 
Vertigo of fome feffer ‘errors, according-to the nature and 
ftrength of the feducemert: If the winde de beter ferve for a vici: 
aus converf{ation,a bundred to one but he turns a purveyor for the 
flefh, and chen hecah be a Tipler, -and yet religious, a Gamfter, 
_\2 Wanton; anegleéter of Duties, and yet religions : If this mans 
Judgmenc lead him the Ceremonions way, then doth he imploy 
his chicfeft zeal for Ceremonics, as if his Religion lay in Bowing’ 
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difpucing againft them, cenfuring che ufers af “them, at 
perhaps fall into a contrary fnpes Kition 3" placing his chief 
Religion in Baprifm, Church Combinations, "ant forms of 
Policy, ec. For having not his foul takenup with the 
effentials of Chriftianicy, he hath onely the Mtnc and Cummin, 
the fmaller matters of che Law, to lay out his zealupon. You fhall 
never hearin private conference any humble and hearty bewai- 
lings of his fouls imperfections, or any heart bleeding acknow- 


ledgments of his unkindneffes to Chrift, or any pantings and 


longings after him, from this man, ;,buc that he ts of fuch a Judg- 


/ment, or fuch a Religion, or Party, or Society, or a Member of 


fuch 3 Ghorch, Rerein doth he gather his greateft comforts; bar 
the inward and fpiritual labours of a Chriftian he will nor be 


- broughc co. 


Secondly, The like may be faid ofthe worldly Hypocrite, who 
choaketh the Dodtrine of the Gofpel, with the chorns of worldly 


| cares and defires s His Judgment is convinced, that he muft be 


Religious, or he cannot be faved, and therefore he reads, and 
hears, and prays, and forfakes his former company and courfes ; 
but becaufe his beliefof the Gofpel-Do@rine is but wavering and 
fhallow, be refolves to keep his hold of prefent chings, Ictt the 
promife of Reft fhonld fail him,.and -yet.to be religtous, that fo-he 
may have heaven when hecan keep the world no longer, think- 
ing it wifdom co have two ftrings to his bow, left one fhould 
break. This mans Judgment may fay, God is the chief good ; 
but his-heare. and affections never faid fo, but look upon God 
asa kinde of f{trange and difproportionate Happinefs, to be 
tollerated rather then the flames of hell, bue not defired before 


the felicity on earth, In a word, the world hath more of his Af- 


fetions then God, and therefore ishis God, and his Covetcouf- 
nefs is Idolatry. This i eafily know and feel, ifhe would | | 
judg impartially, and were but faithful to himfef: And though |, 
this man do not gad after Opinions and Noveltiesin his Religion | 
as the former, yet.will he fet his fails to che winde of worldly ads 


| vantage, and.be.of that opinion which will belt ferve his tara, 


eennenes: Sane nicer anes ound 


s 
aie Tocca, oa | 
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And as a man whole fpirits are feifed on by fome peftilential 
malignity, is feeble; and faint, and heartlefsin all chat he does; 
fo vhis mars {piries being pofleffed by the plague ofthis malig. 
nant worldly difpofition, O how faint is he in. fecrec prayer /| 
© how fuperficial in Examination and meditation! How feeble 
in heart-watchings, and humbling, mortifying endeavours! how 
nothing at all in loving and walking with God, rejoycing 
in him, or defiring after him ! fo that both chefe, and many 
other forts of lazy Hypocrites there are, who though they will} © 
trudge on with you inthe cafie ourfide of Religion, yet will ne- 
ver be atthe pains of inward and fpiricual duties. — : 
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SECT. V. 


; Nd even the godly themfelves deferve this Reproof, 
" Ags being too ee ae of their everlafting Reft. Alas, 
‘what a difproportion is there betwixt our Light ane our Heat four 
Profef{ions and Profecution ? who makes that halte,.as if ic were 
for heaven ? How ftill we ftand | how idly we work ! how we' 
talk, and jeft, and trifle away our time! how deceitfully we} © -- 
do the Work of God ! how we hear, as if we heard nor, and] . - 

pray, asif we prayed not, and confer, and examine, and me- 
ditate, and reprove fin as if we did icnot, and ofe the Ordinances 
as if we ufed them not, and injoy Chrift, asifwe injoyed him 
Not, as if we had learned to ufe the things: of heaven, asthe 
Apoftle teacheth us to ufe the world !-Who wonld think that 
ftood by us, and heard us pray in ptivate or publike, that we 
were praying for no lef then everlafting ‘glory ?-fhould. hea. |. 
vtn be fought no more earneftly. chen: chus ? Me chinks we. are} 
none of us all in good-fadnefs for our. fouls. We do but dally 
| with the Work of God, and play wich Chrift, as children, we} 
play with our meat when we fhould eat it, and we play with; 
our clothes, andlook upon them, when we fhould pur chem | ¢ Reade Mt, 
- |oriand wear them; we ‘hang upon Ordinances from day to | 1hitfields ex 

_ |day, but * we ftir not up our felves to feck the Lord; I fee cellene Ser. 

a great many very conftanc in — and Praying, and give | Fon 0 ths 
| LL 2 ug! 
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AY 


1 Cor, 7, - 
29230, 31. 


;  * The Saints everlafting Reft. 


| us fome hopes that their hearts are honeft, bur chev donot 
hear and pray as if ic were for their lives: O, what. a. frozen 
ftupidity hath benummed us ! The judgment of Pharaoh is 
among ‘us, we are turned into Stones and Rocks, that can nei- 
ther fecl nor ftir; The plague of Lots wife is upon us, as. if we 
were changed into.Jivelef, unmoveable Pillars: we are dying, 
_ | and we know it,and yee we ftir not;we are at the door of erernal 

| Happinefs.or Mifery, and yet we perceive it not:, Death knocks 
land we hear not, Chrift calls and knocks, and we hear not, Gad 
Acries tous, To day if you will hear my voyce, harden not your 
hearts; work while it is day, for the night cometh, when none 
(hall work ; Now ply your bafinefs, now labour for your lives, 

now lay out all your ftrength andtime, now doit, now or ne- ; 
wer, and yet we ftir no more then if we were half afleep; 
What hatte doth Death and Judgment make ? how faft do 
they come on? they are almoft at us, and yet what little hafte 
‘make we ? what hafte makes the Sword to devour, from one part 

of the Land to another? what hafte doth Plague and Famine 
} make ? and all becavfe we will not make hafte: The Spur of 
God is in our fides, we bleed, we groan, and yet we do not 
mend our pace; The Rod. is on our backs, it fpeaks'to the 
quick; our lafhes are heard through the Chriftian world, and 
yet we ftir no fafter then before : Lord, what a fenflefs, fortifh, 
Lawyer kath | c2¢thly, hellifh:thing is a hard heart | that we will not go roundly 

yer hae : a 

one confci. | and cheerfully toward heaven withoucall thisado!.nonor with 
enceasa Judg, | it neither ! where is the man thac is ferious in his Chriftianity ? 
J and another | Methinks men do every where make buc a trifle of their ecernal 
as pacer {tate ; they look after ic but a little upon the by, they do not make 
bir onefoul. | itthe taske and bufinefs of their lives. To be plain with you, 
ec, Andhow | I think nothing undoes men fo muchas complementing, and 
canthatfeem | jefting,in Religton, O,if ¥ werenot fick my felf-of the fame difeate, | ' 
jut according | with what ceares fhould I mixe this Ink? and with what groans 
see fhould 1 exprefs thefefad complaints ? and with what hearts- 
mb con- | gtief fhould I mourn over this univerfal deadnefs ? Do the Ma- 
fcience tobe | giftrates among us fcrioufly perform * their portion of the work ? 
unjaft? Fulbechs direGion, pag.33- Rava virtus eff inter principes, non timori effe rece fackis : 
b.e.non ob fifiere veritati, > bis qui fe ad Evangelii weritatem & novmém companunt non odiofiass in- 
miineres Cr contia familiare cft principthus quibufdam, peffimos quofque dignitatibus, bonoribufque 


admovcre, won alid casa @uam ntimmaniffine trattent veridi athe é 
Scandalogas. 292. ifa 4 ) mmaniffime trattent veri icos, Zuing de ver. co falfa Relig. se 


——— 
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Are they zealous for God.? Do they buildup his Honfe? end are 
they tender of his:-Honor ?-Do they fecond the Word ? and en. | 
courage the Godly ? and relieve the Oppreffed ? and compaffi- 
onate the Diftreffed? and let fly at the face of fin and finners, as be- 
ing the difturbers of our peace, and the onely canfe of all our mife- 
ries? Do they ftudy howto do.the urmofk thar they can for God? 
to improve-their power and: parts, and wealth, and honor, and 
all cheir interefts for the grearclt advantageto the Kingdom of 
Chrift, as men that muft fhortly give account of theis Steward: . 
thip ?. or. do they build cheir own houfes, and feek their advance- | 
ntents and-ftand upon, and coneeft fer.cheir own. honors, and do 

no more. for Chrift chen needs they. mut, or chen lyes in their way, 

or then is put by, echersiaco their hands, or chen ftands with the 

plea(ing of their friends,or with their worldy interefts? which of 

thefe cwo courfesde they take?and how chin are thofe Miniftersthac 

are feriousin theiv work?Nay,how mightily do-the very belt fail in : 
this above all thiags! De. wecry eur ofimens difobedtence co the | Ifa. 58.1, 
Gofpel in rhe evidence and powerofahe Spitit, and deal wich fin 
asthac which is thefiein our Towasand houfes ? and by force : 
pull men out of this fire? Do we-perfwade our peaple, as thofe. Jude 23- 
that know the terrors of the Lard, fhould do? Do we prefs Chrift | 2 Cor.s, 13. 
and Regeneration, and Faith, and Holinefs, as men that believe ts 
indeed, that without thefe they fhall. never have Life? Do our 

bowels yearn over the Ignorant, and the Carelefs, and the abfti- | _ 

nate Multicude, as men that believe their own Doétrine ? that our, Matth.9.36. 
dear people mult be eternally damned if they.be not timely reco- | Negigentes 
vered? When we look them in the faces, do our hearts mele over} palriges ¥ 
them, left we .fhould never fee their faces inReflt ? Do we, as Marty, = 
‘Paul, tell thenr weeping, of their fiethly, and earthly difpofition ? 


‘| and teach them * publikely,and from houfe co houle night and day | Phil.3-19,19, | 


with.tears ? And do wve intreate them, as if it were indeed for — ayers | 
| | | ; ¢ 1 Longe gra 
viori debite tenentur afiritli , qui pro multis. animabus reddituvi funt vationcm. uid 
ego infelix, quo me vertam fi tantum thefawrum, ff pretiofum depofitum itud quod fibi 
Chriflua fanguine [uo pvetiofius judicavit , contigerit negligentins cuflodire ® fe [Rantem 
in cruce Domini fanguinem coitcgiffem, effetque repofitus pencs me, in unfe vitreo quod & 
‘portari fepine opperteret, guid animi habiturus efjem in difgyimine tanto? & cevte id fer- 
vandums accepi pro que mercator non infpiens , ip(a utique [apsentias fangninem {une dedit. 
Accedit fane ad folicitudinis cumulum, quod cum meam e proximi confcientiam fervare nece[fe |: 
fit, neutra mibi [atis eff nota: utvagne aby[fisy utreque mibs nox cf, at exigitur a me cuRodia 
utriufgue. Bern, Serm.3.de tempore, page : teat 
— : their 
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their lives and falvacion 2. that vwwhen: we fpeak of the Joysand 
Miferies of another world, our people may fee us affedted ac- 
cordingly, and perceive that we doindeed mean as wefpeak? Or 
rather, do vve not ftudy vvords, and neat Expreffions, that vve 
may approve our felves able men in the judgment of critical 
Hearers? and {peak fo formally, and heartlefly of Etemnity, thac 

| our people can fcarcely think that vve believe our felves ? or put | 
our tongues into fome affe@ed pace? and our language inco 
fome forced Oratorical ftrain2 as: if a Minifters bufinefs were 
of no more weight, but co tefl them.a fmooth tale of an hour 
long, and fo fook no more after-them tifl the next Sermon ! Sel- 

| demdo vve fic our Sermons, either for Matter or Manner to the 
great end, our peoples falvation ; but we facrifice our ftudies to 
our own credit, or our peoples content, or fome fach bafe infe- 
riour end ; Carnal difcretion doth controll our fervency; Ic makech 
oar Sermons like beautiful Pictures, which have much pains and 
coft beftowed upon thein,to make them comely and defirable to 
the eye ; but life, or heat, or motion there is none: Surely as fuch 

a converfation is an Hypocritical converfation; fo fuch a Sermon 

is as cruly an hypocritical Sermon. O the formal frozen lifelefs 

Sermons which we datly hear preached upon the moft weighty 
Nercing Subjects inthe world Hew gently do we handle thofe 

_ | fins, which will handle fo cruelly our poor peoples fouls? And 

- | how cenderly.do we deal with cheircarelefs hearrs ? not {peaking 

‘To them asto men that muft be wakened or damned. We tell chem 
of heavenand hell in fych afleepy tone, and fleighty way, as if we 
were but-a@ting a part in a Plays fo chat we nfually preach our 
people afleep with thofe fubje&s whichone would. think fhould 
tather endanger the driving of fome befides themfelves.if they were 
faithfully delivered. Not thac I commend, or excufe chat reall 
indifcretion, and unfecasly language, and naufeons repetitions, 
and ridiculous geltures, whereby many do difgrace the work 
of God, and bring his ordinances in contempt with the peo- 
ple, nor think it fic chat he fhould be an Embaflador. from God 
on fo weighty a bulinefs, chat is not ableto fpeak fenfe or rea- 
fon; But in a word, our want of ferioufnels about the things 
of Heaven, dorh charme the fouls of men into forma: 
lity, and hath ‘broughe them to this cuftomery, -carclefs 
hearing, which undoes them: The Lord pardon the great 

-- ‘ n 
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fin of the Miniftery in this thing ; and im particalar, my 
Own, | a beg | 
And are the people any more ferious then Magiftrates and-Mi- | 
nifters? How can it be expected? Reader, look bur co thy felf, 
and refolve the queftion. Ask confcience, and fuffer ic to tell thee | 
taely ; Haft chou fer thine Eternal Reft before thine eyes , as the 
great bufinefs which thou haft co do-in this wosld ? Haft chou ftudi- 
ed.and cared, and watcht, and labored, and Jaid about chee with 
Yall chy might, left any (hould take thy Crown from thee? Haft 
thou made haft, left chou fhouldeft come too late , and dye before ! Matth.6, a1. 
the work be done ? Hath thy very heart been fet upon it, and thy 
.defires and chonghts run out this way ?Haft chou preifed-on through |- 
crowdes of oppofition cowards the Mark, for this price of the high | | 
calling of God in Chrift Jefus? ftillreaching forth unto thofe | Phil-3.13,14. 
things which ase before ? When you have fet your hand tothe 
work of Ged, have you done icwith all your might ?~Can: con- | Ecclef.g- 10, 
Kcience witnefs your fecret cries, and groans, orteares? Canyour|] 
families witnefs that you. have raughe them the fear of the Lord ? 
and warned them all wich earneftnefs and unweariednefs to re- 
member God and their fouls,and to provide for Everlafting? Or 
that you have done but as much for chem, as that damned Glutton | 
would have had Lezarns do for hisbrethren onearth, to warn 
them that they: come not to that place of Torment 7 Can your | 
Minifters witnefs, that they have heard you cry our, What (hall we 
doto be faved? and that you have followed them with complaints 
again{t yourcerruptions,and wich earnelt enqnirics after the Lord? 
Can your neighbors about you witnefs, that you are {till learning 
of them that are able to inftruét you? and chat you plainly,and 
roundly reprove the ungodly, and take pains for the faving of 
your brethrens fouls? Let allthefe witneffes Judg this day be-} 
tween God and you , Whether you are in good fadnefs about the |. 
affaires of Eternall Reft. But if yet you cannot difcern your neg- 
Its; Look but co-your-felves, within you, without you, tothe | 
work you havedone : you can tell by his work, whether your fer- 
vant have. loytered, though you did not fee him ;. fo you may 
by your felves : Is your love to Chrift,your faith, your zeal, and o- 
ther graces ftrong or weak ? What are your joyes? what is your 
Affurance ? Is all right,and ftrong, and in order within you ? Are 
you ready to dye, if this (hould be the day ? Do the fouls among | 
whom f- 
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whom you have coriverfed, blefs you? Why, J udg’ by this, and 
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it will quickly appear whether .you ‘have been Labourers, or | 
Loyterers. : | pg | | 

© Blefled Reft ! how unworthily are thou neglected / o| 
glorious Kingdom! how art thou undervalued {° Little know | 
the carelefs fons of men, what a {tate they fer fo light 


by 1 If they once knew it, they would fure be of another 
Minde, a oo 


« 
4 
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CHAP. VI. 


cAn Exbortation to Serioufne/s in 


Seeking Reft. 


SECT. L og 


SE Hope, Reader, by this rime thou art fomewhat fenfi- 
im bie, what adefperace: thing 1t is to trifle about our 
& ’ Eternal Reft ; and how deeply thon haft been guilty 
Se? of this chy felf.. And 1 hope alfo, that chon dareft 
APRS not now fuffer this Conviction to dye ; but art re- 
folved to be another man for the time to come : What fayft thou ? 
Isthis thy Refolation ? If thou were fick of fome defperate difeafe, | 
and the Phyfitian fhould tell thee, [ /f you will obferve but one 
thing, I donbt not to cwre you, | would{t thou not obferve it?) 
Why, if thon wilt obferve but this one thing for thy Soul, I make 
no doube of thy Salvation: If chou wilt now but fhake off thy 
floath,and put co alk thy ftrength, and ply the work of God unwea- 
riedly, and be a down-right Chriftian iri good fadnefs ; 1 know 
not what can hinder thy Happinefs. As far as chou art gone from 
God, if thou woaldft but now return and feek him with all thy 

heart, no doubt but thon fhale find him. As unkindly as thon ha 
deale with Jefus Chrift, if thou didft but feel thy {elf tick and dead, 
and feek him heartily, and apply thy felf in good eamneft to the obe- 
dience of his Laws; thy Salvation were as fure as if thou hadi ic 
already. Butas full as the Sacisfa@tion of Chrift is, as free as the 
Promife is, as large ag the Merey of God.is ; yet if thou do but look |... ~ 
Aaa on J 


c 


\e 


Ref. 


uldft greedil entertain 
e better for them ; ae if thon loiter 
thou wilt lofe the Crown. Oh fall to 
ufly, and blefs God that thou hat yet 
though that which 


thee to take them by number, but by waight : 
is,to drivé thee from Delaying and fron Loyter 

And to all:men do I propound them, both and ungodly : 
| Whoever chon are: therefore, I entreat thee to fouze up thy (pirie, 
and read them deliberately, and give me s little while thy attention 
as to a meflage from God; and (as Mofes {aid to the ¢, 
Dent. 32.46.) Set thy heart to all the words that I tcftifie to shee 
thy day, for it 3 not 2 vain thing, but st ws for thy Life: Wei 
what I here wright with the Judgment of a 
not Reafon, throw ir back in my faces but j 
tain and ebey ie accotdingly 5 and the Lor 


faften his counfel effectually upon thee, 


Onfider ; Our 
an{werable 


exceeding Impofran 
‘ Thefe Ends arc, 

‘| Own and orher mc 
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and the Qneftion mutt be refolved upon our Obeying the Gofpel, 
or our difobeying it, upon thé Painfulnefs or the Slothfulnefs of our 
prefent Endeavors; I think it is time for us to beftir our felves ! 


@ : 


_fand fo keave our tufling and complementing with God. 


SECT. IIL 


2.f*Onfider ; Gur diligence thould be fomewhat anfwerable 
to the Greame(s of the work which we have to do, as well 
as to the Ends of it. Now the Works of a Chriftian here are very 


Cormuptions maft be mortified: Cuftom, and Temptations, and 
worldly Interefts muft be conquered: Flelh muft be maftered ; 
Self autt be denyed : Life, and friends, and credit, and all matt be 
(Qighted : Comtcience muftibe upon good grounds quiered; Affu- 
{cance of Pardea-and Salvation muft be attained. . And though it 
\isGod that muft give us thele, and char freely, without our own 
{merit ; yet will henot give them fo freely, as without our earnett 
Seekingand Labour. Befides, there is a deal of . knawledg to be |. 

ot, for the guiding of our felves, for the defending of the Truth, 
Bor the dire@tion of others; and a deal of skill, for the right ma- 
naging of our parts: Many.Ordinances: are to be nfed, and duties 
| performed, ordinary and extraordinary : Every Age, and year, and 
| day, doch rcquirefrefh lacceffion of duty ; Every-place we come}. 
|in, every perfon that we have to deal with ; every change of our 
| .oveaCondition, deth ftill require the renewing of out labour, and. 
| Driageth. duty along with it: Wives, Children, Servants, Neigh- | 
| bours, Friends, Enemies, all of,chem callfor dusy fromuss: And all) 
| this of great importance coo ; fo that for the molt of ig, it we mif-: 
| Carry in it, i¢ would prove our-andoing. a a 
| Judg then your felves, whether men that have fo much bafinefs | 
| lying ppon their hands, fhould not beftir chem ? and whether ic be. 
| their Wildoss either to Delay, or co Loiter ? i ee 


Many aad very Great :The Soul muft be renewed ; Many and great | . 


Sh 
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SECT.1IV. | 


- ‘ee = ; Our diligence fhould be fomewhat quickned, be- 

caufe of the fhortnefs and uncertainty of the Time allotted 
ws, for the performing of all this work, and the many and great im- 
pediments which we meet with. Yet afew days, and we thal be 


{here no more. Time paffeth on: Many hundred difeafes are 


ready to aflault us: We that now are preaching, and hearing, and 
talking, and walking, mutt very fhortly be carryed on mens backs, } 


| and laid in the duft, and there left to-the worms in darimefs and 


corruption ; weare almoft there already : It isbuta few days, or 
moneths, or years: and what is that when once they are paft 7 | 
We know not whether we (hall have another Sermon, or Sabbath, 


{or hour. How then fhguld thofe men beftir them for their Ever- |: 


lafting Reft, who know they have fo fhort a {pace for fo great a 
work? Befides, every ftep in the way hath its difficulties ; the 
gate is {traight, and the way narrow: The righteous themf{clves are 
{carcely faved ; Scandals and difcouragements will be fill caft 
before us: And can all thefe be overcome by flothful Endeavors 2 


ee 


(eee eee 


4. M Oreover ; Out diligence fhould be fomewhat anfwerable 

to the diligence of our Enemies in feeking our deftruction. 
For if we fit till while they are plotting and labouring, or if webe 
lazy in our defence, while chey are diligent in affaulcing us,you may 
eafily conceivehow we are likelyto {peed. How diligent isSatan in all 
kind of temptations, Therefore,be /ober and vigilant,(faith 1 Pet. 
5-8.) becanfe your adverfary the Devil,as a roaring Lion Wwalketh 
about, feeking whom he may devour; Whom refit Redfaft ix the 
Faith, How diligent are all the Minifters of Satan ? Falfe Teach- 
ers,{corners at godlinefs, malicious-perfecators, all unwearied; And 
our inward Corruption the moft bufie and diligent of all: What- 
ever we are about, it is {till refifting us; depraving our duties, per- 


- | verting our thoughts, dulling our AffeCtions to good, exciting them 


toevil: And willa feeble refiftance then ferve our-turn ? Should 
Dot we be more active for our own preferyation, then our Enemies 
for our mine. : SECT. 
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SECT. VI. 


5. O Ur Affections and Endeavors fhould bear fome proportion 
P with che Talents which we have received, and means 


pected from a foufhd man, then from the fick; and from a map‘at 
age, thenfroma Child: And to whom men commit much, from 


have xeceived are many and great: The means which we have en- 
joyed are very much, and very precious: What people breathing 


‘{fions ? or more conftant Admonitions ? in, feafon and out of fea- 
fon 2 Sermons till we have been weary of them; and Sabbaths 
till we prophaned theffi? Excellenc Books in fuch plenty, that we 
knew not which to read; but loathing them through. abundance 
have chrown by all ? What people have had God fo near them, as 
we bave had? or have {een Chrift, as it were, crucified before their 


as it were,opened unto them,as we? Scarce a day wherein we have 
not had fome fpur to put us on. .What {peed then fhould fucha 
people make for Heaven ? And how fhould chey fly chat are chus 
winged ? and how {wiftly fhould: they fail that have wind and 


England, then from moft Nations in the World ; and for more 
from you that enjoy thefe helps, then from the dark untaught 
Congregations of the Land. A {mall meafure of grace befeems not 
fach a people; nor will an ordinary diligence in the work of God 
excufe them. ae : aa 


SECT. VIL *. 


what an(werable to the great colt beftowed uponus, and 
to the deep engaging mercies which we have received from God. 


which we have enjoyed. -Itmay well be expected,. that a horfe- | - 
man fhould go fafter then a footman; and he that hath a {wife | 
horfe, fafter then he that harh a flow one: More work will be ex- | 


t they will expect the more. Now the Talents which we |. 


on earth have had plainer Inftructions ? or more foreible Perfwa- | 


eyes, as we have done ?. What people. have had Heaven and Hell, | 


| tyde to help them? Believe ic Brethren, God looks for more from 


7 : 4 Ba 2 : ae ; : ye | 
ie @ He Vigour of our Affections and‘A@tions fhould be fome-| 


Surely we owe More feryice to our Malter from whom we have} 
Aaa3 5 eee 


6h, 


' 


Luke 12,48. 
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| backs, we tread upon Mercy 2 .Merey within as, common and fpe- 
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our maintenance,then we do to a ftranger to whom we never were 
beholden. Oh the coft that God hath been at for our fakes! The 
| riches of Sea and Land, of Heaven and Earth, hath he powred our 
anco us. Allour lives have been filled ip with Mercies : We can- 
not look back upon one hour of it, or one paffage in it, bat we may 
‘behold Mercy.. We feed upon Mesty ; we weatMercy on oar} 


cial; Merey without us,for thislife, and for ¢hat to come: Oh the 
rare Deliverances that we have partaked of | both national and 
perfonal1 Howoft, how feafonably, how fully have our prayers 
been heard, and our fears removed? What large Catalogues of par- | 
ticolar Mercies caty every Chriftian draw forth and reherfe2? To 
offer to number them, woald be an endiefs task, as to number the 


ceived Mercy. Yea, if the Blood of che Sén of God be Mercy, 
then are we engaed to God by Meucy; for fo mach did ic coft 
him to recover usto himfelf. And (hould a preple of fach deep 
engagements be lazy in the returns? ShallGod. chink nochi 
too muchinor too Good for us; and fhall -we think all roo ae 
that. we do for him? Thou chat art an .obterving fenfible man, 
whe knowelt how smuch thou art beholden to God, I appeal to 
thee: “Fsnot 4 loytering performance of a few. hearclefs duties, an. 
unworthy reqaital of fach admirable kindaels > For my own part, 
when T compare my flow and unprofirable life, with the frequent 
and wonderful mercies received ,itfhames me, it filenceth me, and 
leavestmeuinexcufable = = | 


SECT. VIIL 


7 JA Gain confider ; All the Relations which we ftand in toward 
God, whether cemmon or fpecial, do call upon us for our 

| ucmott diligence. Should not the pot be wholly at the fervice of the 

| Potter? and che creature at the fervice of ‘his great Creator? Are 
we he Children ?: and do we not owe him onr moft tender affecti- 
‘ons,'und dutiful obedience ? Are we che Spoufe of Chrift ? and do 
| We-not owe bim our oblervance,: and-our Love?’ If he-be ons Fé- 
I | | cher 


eee 


ON Ea Reg 


Oa cr 
s 
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cher, where is his honout 2? and if he be-our Mafter, where is his |: 


fear? AZal.1.6.. We call him Lord and Mafter, and we do well : 
but ifour indultry be not an{werable co onr affumed relations, we 


55 | 


Jobn 13. 33, 


condemn ont .felves in faying we are his.children-or his fervants, | 
How willthe hard labour and dayly soy! hac fervants underga to |. 
am eye judg and-condems thofe men who will not.) ~ 


bour fo hard for their Great Mafker ? Surely there’s pone have a 


better or more honourable Mafter then-we; nor can any expect | 


ult, 


tof 


{uch fruit of their labours, Cor. 15. 


-~ .- + 8 


M0 ng SBCA Reo gt ras 
8. CS: What hafte fhould. they make, who have fuch 
- XU Rods at their backs as be at ours? And how painfully 
fhould they work, who ase {till driven on by fuch fharp AMictionse 
If either we wander out-of the way, or loyter init, how farely. do 
we prepare for onr own {mart ? Every creature is ready to be Gods 


§. 9. 


Rod to reduce us, or to putusan: Our fweerelt mercies will be- | 


come our forrows: Or rather then he will want a Rod, the Lord 
will make us afcourge to our felves: Our difeafed bodies thall 
make us groan, our perplexed! spinds fall make us reftle(s ; our con- 
{cience fhall be asa Scorpion in our bofum. And is it not eafier to 
endure the labour chen rhe {pur ? Had we rather be {till chas affli@- 


" Jed,chen to be up and going 7 Alas, how like are we to tired horfes,. 
that willlie down,and groan, or ftand {til, and let you lay on them | 


as iong.as.you will, rather chen they. will freely cravel on their jour- 
ney? And:thus we make our awn lives,miferable, and necefficate 
God,  helove ns, to chaftifeus. Ic is true, thofe chat do moft,do 
mece with Affictions alf : but {ately according to the meafure of 
their peace of Con{cience,and faithfulnefs to Chrift, fo is the bitter- 
nefs of theitCup {for the moft part) abated. . oe ee 


a, | 


SECT. X. 


. a Ow. clofe fhould they ply their work, who havefuch great} §, 10. 


preparations attending:them as we have? All the world] - 


arent fervants, that we may be the Servants.of God... The Sup, | . 
| and 


The Saints everlafting Reft. 


and Moon, and Stars, attend us with cheir light and influence: The 
Earth, with all its furnicure, is at our fervice: How many thonfand 
plants and Aowers,and frnits,and birds, and beafts do all.attend us 2 
The Sea with its inhabitants, the Air, the wind, the froft and fnow, 
| the heat and fire, the clouds and rain, all wait upon us while we do 
our work. Yeathe Angels are minitring Spirits for the Service 
of the Eleét. And is it not an intolerable crime for us to trifle, 
while all thefe are employed to affiftus? Nay more; The Pati- 
ence and Goodnefs of God doth wait upon us : The Lord Jefus 
waiteth in the offers of his blood ; The Holy Ghoft waiteth, in 
ftriving with our backward hearts ; Befides all his Servants, che 
‘Minifters of his Gofpel, who ftudy and wait, and preach and wait, 
and pray and wait upon carelefs finners. And fhall Angels and 
Man, yea the Lord himfelf, ftand by, and look.on, and, as it were, 
hold thee the Candle while thon doft nothing? Oh Chriftians, ¥ 
befeech you, when ever you are upon your knees in prayer, or re- 
proving the tranfgreffors, or exhorting the obftinate, or upon any 
duty, do but remember what attendance you havg for this work ; 
/and then Judg how it behoves you to perform it.. 


356 : 


Heb. 1. Ie | 


| SECT. XL 


10. Gould not our Affections and Endeavors be anfwerable to 

XJ the acknowledged Principles of our Chriftian Profeffion ? 
{Sureif we are Chriftians indeed, and mean as we ipeak when we 
profefs the Faith of Chrift, we thall thew it in Affettions and AQ# 
ons as well as Expreffions. Why.the very fundamental Doctrines 
of our Religion are, That God is the chief Good, and all our Happi- 
nefs confifts ‘tn his Love, and therefore. it fhould be valued and 
fought above all things: That he is our only Lord, and therefore 
chiefly to be ferved: That we mutt Love’ him with all our heart, 
and foul,and ftrength : That the very bufinefs that men have in the 
world, and the only errand chat God fent them about,ts to Glorifie 
God, and to obtain Salvation, &c. . And do mens duties {and con- | 
| verfations {econd this profeflion ?. Are thefe Doftrines feen in the - 
| painfulnefs of mens practife ? Or rather do not their works.deny 
What: their words do confefs ¢.One would think by mens Adtions, 
that they did not believea word of the Gofpel tobe tme. Oh fad 


a / . 


§.11r 
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§. 12. 
§ 


Luke 37.30, 


fet themfelves _) to-fee 


eternal life, are but precile Parstans ! The time is near when they 
wilt eafily confefs, that God could not be loved or ferved too 
much, and chat no.man- can be too bufie to fave his Soul: For 
the world you may eafily do too much, bur here ( in Gods way) 

‘YOU-CaNnnot. Se 8, 4 ; ©. 


SECT, XIIL- 


ie is the nature of every Grace to put on the Soul to diligence 
. & andfpeed. Ifyou Loved God, you would make hafte, and. 
not delay or uifle; you would think nothing roo much thatyou}. __ 

could poffibly do: you would be ambitious to ferve him,-and|: —_ 

pleafe him {till more: Love is = impatient ; ser aa 
in ee 


e 
Pa a Tet toe 


ho ? = | . | . : / 
J ; 


! tlicit de 

Carty thetit to hitntaf: 94 
- -| fanétefiead 
watts 


[~4 


§.14. 


A&s 26.28, 


* * 


that rate, Sood bid forking: 
{oine we if he put-too almo 
net (uit 
at fofe ‘aff 
At Rind 4h 


and not be able s 
able. Ob therefore put 
Reength; thee alt be noe in vam chat: 


SECT. 


___& dio volaba ol 7 


; ere en BOT. ky Hk “— 
“uuhermare}. We bere dolkagrent deslot presions i 


sesib ad eben bani coeur fonuc 


| Idlenefs ? Though i in likelihood the moft of our tisie is dpent, 

how little of our work isdone? And is it not time now to beltir 
| our felves in the evening ‘of our days? The time which we fiave 
Vloft can never be recalled;:: Should we got then Redeem ic by im- 
proving the little which remaineth ? You may receive indeed an 


ual: resompence with shale chige havedorche burdenand beat 


a have Jott {fo wpck, of ox ee ee 
| ofea et B Reh 8 B= i Son a) 


’ ey ie . 
7 . 


_~ 


ee ated a. ‘sEGa. xVE 


i & abides Khe greater ans Hour ings crt, itn agit | 
yall De your Landed : Fbough you may:feesd todofe 
yor bour at ste aie Yet. ghe stige ‘cometh avhen you — 
d.it-withadyaneage. The ee dead 
aes a plensifyl — at omy abe dh par ‘ 


§.16, 
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at: too dear a Rate? or that his Salvation coft him more labour] 
then it was worth? We my fay of alf our labours, as Paw/ of our 
“| fufferings,Row.8. 18, Fer / reckon,that the fufferings(and labours) | 
of this prefent time,-are-not wor ly to be compared with the Glory} 
‘Which foal be revealed in us; We laboitr but tor aimoment,bnt we 
(hall Reft for ever.. Who would not put forth all his ftrength for | 
| onehoar, when he may be a. Prince while he lives for that hours 
|.work? Oh what is the duty and fufferings of a fhort frail life, 
‘which is almoft at an end as foon as it-begins, : in refpec? of the end- 
Jefs Joys witlhsGod 2? Will not-all our tears be then -wip’d away’? 
and all the forrow of oar duties forgotten? Bur yet the Lord will | 
not forget them ; for be is not unjxft to forget our Work and lac 
postr shee op Ey = oe AR = eee 


See wae ae aia, EBL we ; ia g 
1 . ae ‘ 
hseato wee) DSBCHRXVIB 2.07 
: : ° : ‘ : ’ . 


§.17. oe 3- Violence and laborious Striving for. Salvation, is: 
belt sees — prota of — hath directed us ie 
3 and his Soveraign ity appointed us,as neceflary. -W 

knows the way to Heaven, better chen the God’ of Heaven? When 

| men tellus, that weare too {trict and precife; whom do they ac- 

Loke 37.10. | cafe?God or us? If we do no more then what weare commanded, 

| nor fomuch neither, they may as well ty, God hath made Laws 

which are too ftri€t and precife. - Sure.if: it were a fanit, te would 

lie in him that commands it, and not in us who are bound to obey.: 

‘And dare thefe men shink that they'are wiler ehen God ? Do they 

know better then he, what then muft-do to be faved 2? Thefe are 

- {the men that ask.us, Whether we be wifer chen all the world be- 
fides,? ‘and yet they will d ro be wifer then God. ‘What do | : 

they lefs, when God bids us take the moft diligent courfe, and 

they tell:ns, Is is more ado then‘ needs ?. Mark well che language. 

of the. Laws of God, .. and ‘fee how you-can. reconéde it with the 

‘of. the world: Adat. 11.12. The Kingdom -of Heaven 

{uffereth Violence, andthe Violent take it Alaa "Or as it 48 in 

13 


Luke 16. 16. Everyone preffeth into st. -24. Strive te 
enter in at. the [iratt. gate ; for. many. foall {eer to enter-in, and 
| wot be able. So. Atat. 7.13.14, Eeclef. p10. Whatfoever thy 
band finderh to: da, do it with thy Might ;-for there 3s no Work, 
. | sor 


i 


ar ee ar) apy 


| faneiangnage of Chrift: And which fhall i follow, God or men ? 


.]for it, yet his Willis Reafon enough to me: I am fure, God 18 
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nor device, nor kuatledg, nor Wifdens.in the Grave, whither thon 
geclt. 1Cor. 9124. Know ye not, that they which run in a} 
race, ran all, but ene receiveth the prize? forun that ye may ob- 
taim. 27 in. 2.5. If aman firive fer mafteries, yet be.s not’ 
crowned, except he *frive Liwfully ; that is, powerfully and pre- 

ilingly. <Pbil.2.12. Work, ont your Salvation with fear and 
trembling. 2Pet.1. 10. Give Diligence to make your Cabins 
and Elettion Sare, 1 Pet. 4.18. lf the righteous [carcely be 
Javed, Where foall the ungodly and the finner appear ? So Pini. 1. 
| 27: 3.14. 1 Z4.6.12,18,19. Dent.6.5,0¢. This is the con- 
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ad 


* Non omnes 
qui dicuntsr 
E pifcopi,fed 
qui graviter 
et ftrenue fe 
gefferint. 

Sarcer.s# /o- 
cum 


yea and cHar che worlt and moft wicked men? Shall I chink, that 
every ignorant worldly for., that can only calla man Parstan, 
knows more then Chrift ?. and can teach him to make Laws for 
his Church? or can tellGod how to mend the Scriptures ? Let 
them bring all the feeming Reafons that they can againft the holy, | 
violent, ftrivings of the Saints, and this fufficeth me co confute them: 

all. That God istof another mind, dnd he hath commanded me to | 
}do much more.then Ido: And though I could fee no Reafon 


worthy to govern us, if: we were better then we are. Who 
Chould make Lawsfor us, but he that madeus? and who fhould 
line out the way to'Heaven, but he that asnft bring us thither? 
and who fhoulddetermine on what Conditions we fhall: be faved, 
but he chat beftows the gift of Salvation ? So that lee World, or 
Fieth, or Deuil,{(peak againft a holy labarious conrfe, this is my An- 4 
(wer; God hath commanded it. eek 


Reema oR 


SECT. XVIIL 


17; A A Oreover ; Itisacourfe that all men in the world either | §« 183 

? &V:4 do or will approve of. There’s not a man that ever was, 
of. is, ot fhall:be, bur fhallone day juititie the Diligence of the 
Saints , and give his verdict in the approbation of their wif- 
dem, And who would nor go that way which every man fhab 
applaud ? Ic is true; it’s now a way every where {poken sgaintt; 
and. bared: but Jet me tellyou, 1. Moft chat fpeak againftitr, do} 
#0 thei. jadgments approve of jit ;. ra becaufe the practice of | 
, BOD. 3. ‘god- 


x eee 
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Remember gaint their own judgments reGR it: They haye not our word of 


Reafon againg it ; but reproaches and Railing see their belt Axgu- 


Opinion then to be too Diligent and Serious in (seking Salvanen? — caftly 


a of 7aag their own words, and witha thoufand times that: they-had been 
ment Ch | the mot holy-diligent Chriftians on Earth, ‘then lec.me bear the 
Jom are | theme of afaife Poophetforever. 2.2 i tin, 


fure yon : 


J ’ ae ie : setae re ‘ 
fall all foortly change? Ob that you Were but as wife in this, as thofe in Hel, 


5.19 7 \_y Chriftiens, when they.comeso dye do.exaredinglyfament; 


fives, and have fleigheed the world, and mortified. che flefh, and: 
have been the wonders of the world for their Heavenly Converfa-! 
tions ; yet when Confcience is let loofe upon them, and God with-; 
draws the fenfe of his. Love, how-do their failings wound chem, ; 
and difquiet them ? What tetrorsdo the Souls ot many undergo, : 
who are genetally admired for their :gotilinefs and: inhogtncy ? 
Even thofe chat ave hated and derided by qhe waorld for being fo 
ftrit, and are thought tohe almoft befides themfdaes for. ir’ 
extraordinary a 3 ‘Yet commonly when they li¢a diag, do 
awith, Oh, that had been a-thoufand-times more ‘hdly, more’ 
heavenly, more laborious -for heir ‘Souls | Wher.a aafe then “yuaill! 
the negligenc World:beiin, when cheir Contciences are'awaked? 
When they liedying, andlool behinde ‘them upon-a-Jaay, 2 x i 

as ife, | 


| ad the very Chidren-of the Kmedotn thal be fhut ont, (A/atth, 


Coaftleatsa med me acsnfat quod feccrim, quodqus lentivr 
fourinn. Theos adtuife te fot doitg tou which, but a si Contfci 
chee adcrech ene for dong too Ketke, and being toe flow : ‘And it 
‘i¢ fax edficr Bearing the (corns of thé World, chert the fcourges of | 
Geénfeletice. The World fpeaks aca diftance without me, fo that | 
choueh.] heat the words, I cari chafe whethtet I will feel them : 
but thy Conference fpeaks within meacthe very heart, fo chac | 
‘every check. doth pierde me tothe quick. Cortfcience when it is res | 
prehetuted: jullly is the Me(fenger of God; but ungodly Revilers 
are bat the voyce of the Devil. I had rather be reproached by che 
‘Devil for feekitie Salvation, -then be reproved of God for neg- 
leGting it : I had rather the World thoukd call me Par tar in the 
Devils name, then Confcience fhould call me Loyterer in Gods 
name. - As God and Confcience are more ufeful friends then Satan 
and the World ; fa are they more dreadfl irrefiftible Enemies. 


SECT. RX. 


19. oe hew far marty 3 thar goes, ard, what a deal of 

| Xu pains fe takes for, Heaven, and yet miffech it fot watie of 
‘more’ 2. Whett every man chat Ariveth i not crowned, ( 2 Tint. 2. 
5) atid many fhall feck to eter.in, and rot be able, ( Luk. 1 3.34.) 


#$,.41-} and-they thas have heard che Word; and received it with 
Joy ;.( Mat. 1340.) and have heard the Preacher gladly, and dene 
Many thitigs after hith, are tifh, ( AZark.6.20,) It is time 
for us t6 look absur us, ‘atid take heedof loycering. When they | 
that feek God dayly, and pi o> to know his ways, and'ask of him 
the Ordinances of Juftice, arid cake Delight in approaching to God, | 
atid that in fafting and afflicting theit Souls, .(-4/ai.'58. 2, 3+) are 
yet (hut out with Hypscrites and Unbeleevers: When they that 
Rave been enlightened, and have tafted of the ——. and of} 
the good Word of God, and of the Powers of the. Worldtocome;} 
ard were inade pattakers of the Holy Ghoft, may yet fallawaybe-|) 
yond teepvety, and ¢rucifie to themfelves the ‘Son of God yee . = 
. ( 1eB6}. 


~ —_— - — (dees! = E 
ay a ee 


2 


2 Thefl- 3. 8, 


10, 32. 


ata, 
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‘fearful expectation of Judgment, and fire that 


bearing che Crofs, to buming at a ftake, or to a peer of ali 


| dom? Methinks this (hould affright us out of oar flaggifhnefs, and, 


| muft always follow Labor. He that hath ordained in‘his Church en 


it is good to be Holy, bur yet not of fach abfolute necefficy, but | 
“| that a man may be faved withont it: But God hath determined on 


thou art not Serious, chon art not a Chriftian. It is not-onely a high 
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Heb. 6. 4, $56.) When they that have received the knowleds of 
Fa Trach, and were So blood of the Covenan:, uy 
yet fin wilfally, and tread under-foot the Son of God, and dode- 
_ to the Spirit of Grace, till there tegen ey him but 
devonr the ad- 
-vetfaries; (Heb. 10. 36, 27 38, 29-) Should not this rouze us. out 
of our lazinefs and fecurity ? How far hath many a man followed . 
‘Chrift, and yee forfaken him, when it comes to felling of all, to 


his worldly Interefts and Hopes ? What.a deal of pains hath many 
a man caken for Heaven, that never did obtain it? How many 
‘Prayers, Sermons, Fafts, Alms, good defires, coitfeffions, forrow 
and tears for fin, &c. have all been loft, and faln hort of the King. 


»make us ftrive to out- {trip che higheft Formalifts? = 


op SECT. XXE 


20. #\ Onfider ; God hath refolved, That Heaven fhall nor be 
-_ had on eafier terms. He hath not onely commanded it as 
a duty, but hath tyed our Salvation to the performance of it. Reft 


Earth, That be that Will not Labor, fhall not Bat, hath al(o de- 
creed concerning che Everlafting Inheritance, That he that Strives 
not, (ball not Enter, They muftnow lay up‘a Treafure in Heaven, 
if they will finde ic there, A4at. 6.19, 20, They muft feck, Far? 
the Kingdom of God, and his Righteon{ne{s, Matth. 6.33. They 
mult not Labor for the food which perifoeth, but for that food 
which endureth to Everlafting Life, Job. 6.27. Some think. chat. 


the contrary, That without st wo man foall fee his face, Heb.v2.14s 
Sertoufnefs isthe very thing wherein confifteth our Sincerity. If 


degree in Chriftianity, but of the very life and effence of it. As 
Fencers upon a Stage (who have all che skill ac their weapons, and 


‘do eminendy and indoftrioufly a&t their parts, but do not Grioully 
intend the death of each other) do dike from Souldiers, or Com- 


a 
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bacants, who fight in good fadnefs for their lives; Jutt fo do Hy- | 
pocrites differ from ferious Chriftians. If men could be faved 
| without this Serious Diligence, chey-would never regard it: Alf 
: rar rt Gods ways would never entice them. Bue when 
od hath refolved, Thac if you will:have your eafe here, you fhall 
have none hereafter, is it not wifdom chen to beftir our felves to 
theurmoft? ©... S) Cg 7 a a 


ANd chus, .  Ldare confidently fay, I have fhewed thee 
fufficient Reafon againit chy floathfulnef$ and: nehgence, if 
‘thon be nor a man refolved co thut ape fe and to deftroy chy 
this fhould not prevail, 


1. Confider God is in Good.carneft with you ; and why then 
‘thould — be fo with him? In bis Commands, he means as he 
(peaks, and will verily i saa real Obedience. In his Threa- 
tenings he is Serious, and will make chem all good againft the Re- 


Obedient, even to.theleaft tittle. In his Judgments he is Serious ; 
a3, he will male his Enensies know to their terror : Was not: God 
in good earneft when he drowned the World ? Wher he confumed 
Sodom and Gomorrah? When he {cattered the Fews ?. Hath he not 
been in good fadnefs with us lately in Exgland, and Ireland, and 
Germany ? And very fhortly will he lay hold on his Enemies parti- 
cularly man by man, and make them know that he isin good ear- 
neft s Efpecially when it comes to the great reckoning day. And is. 
it time chen for us tp dally with God? __ a 

@. Jelus Chrift was Serious in peokrveni: re Redemption. He |: 
Was Serious in Teaching, when he: neglected his meac:and drink, |. 
fob. 4. 32.. He was Serious in Praying, when he continued all |) 
night ac it, Luks 6_ 12. He was Setious ia Doing good, wheh -his |’ 
kindred came and layd hands on him,. thinking he had beer befide | 


himfelf, Atark 3. 20, 21. -He. was Serious in Snffering, when he 
falted fourty days, Was tempoed, betrayed, {pit on, buifered, 
: Cee | | 


I crowned 


bellious. In his Promifes he is Serious, and will falfil them to the 
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§. 22. 


"The Saines everlafing Ref. 
.crawned. with’ thorns, {weat watet atid blood, was. ‘cuicified. 


‘pierced, dyed: There was. no Jefting in all thie. And: thould nes 

‘qe be Serious in.feekingoucown Salvation? C- 
| 3. The Holy Gholt is Serious in faliciting os for oir Flappinets. 
His Motions are frequent, and prefing md importnaaces He ftriy- 
eth with our hearts, Gen. 6. 3. He is grieved when we ‘refit: his, 
‘tamed: sgt 


 Ephef. 4.30. And fhould-net-we-then be Seriens- in- 


| iMotions, and yeelding to bis Suite 2 


our dangers, and remoying our troubles, and: befbo wimg he Met- 
cics, When we are. afflicted he is affited with ws, 1/4753. 9. 
He regardeth every groan and figh : He putteth evety scav. ifsto his | 
| bottle: He condoleth cheir mifery when he is forecd tochaftife 
them: How ball I give thee up, O Ephraim ? € {ath the Lord; }| 
How feall l make thee as Admab, and as Zeboim? my heart 1 | 
gus in bear- | eh 
sng c& belp-| 
sng m:,1 foal \10 , etre OY 7 
perish imme- | cthrthem out of their difteels, Pfa 7% 37,38. Pfa. roy. 40,115 
diately ; nor bs : 3.19; 28. ‘Yea, bye pee — sien wilt | 
Would I be | beg for aferions regard of thy: prayees, and . geane iol ehy defies, 
without bis | And thal webefo flright. in the work of God, cola, pein 
tender re- | he fhould be fo, regardfitl.of ns? Shall we have reakMercies, deven- 
gardful pro- weight ; ad hall we return fuck fuperfictil and frorhy fervice?- 
vidence one i Sore. ne | ; . 
day for a| 
World; And 
foould I then 
neglett bimi 


: : 2 es , ee ae ae : 

5» Conbder.; Fhe Miniftets of: Chuikt are Serious in nfirufting 
and Exhorting-yqu.:. and why: fhoukbnot you beay. Sertans in o-'| 
ibeying their Inftructions ? They-ave Seriousin Study ; | Serious in 
Prayer ; Serious in perfwading your Sonls to the Obedience of 
Chritt : They beg of God; chey: beg of yen; they hope ; they 
Wwait, apd long mere for the Comvestion. and’ Salvation of yout: 
Souls, then they dq fox any worldly good : Youtare'their boaking, 
ther. Crown. and Joy, 2 Theff.’ 2. 19, 20." Your Medfaftnef in 
‘Chrift they value ag. their lives, x Zheff. 3.8. They are content fo 
be offered up in the fervice of your Faith, Posh a. 27. IF chey kill. 
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| gg RETR E EERE ETRE 
| €or preaching che Gofped ; they think them lives are well beRowed, 
\{o diac their preaching do but prevail ‘for che faving of your Souls. 
| And thal other: mtnde fo painfd and earéful for your Salvation, 


not. a Serious: Change that-is giveneo Mindters.in 2 Tins. 4.1.? 
| Anda Serious Pattern that is given them in 44.20.20,31. ? Surely 
‘no man can he bound to be more Seriocis and Painful for che wel-' 
| fare of another, then he is bound to be fer hinfelf. | 
| ans ! 


thefe be laborious, and thow onely a as Shall they 
all be {o Serious in ferying shee, and yet thon be fo fle 
ServicctoGod? 

AMorali de Monaclo Epi[capim ignavum 
Es ex evidguftine folemsignavnm exprobraxtem\nfert,: 


~ 7» Confider’; “The Servants of the World arid th® Devil are Seri- 


member,how. eagerly thon didit 


. +e o-oo oe 


{andthenld you be fo catelels and-negligqnt.of your own? Is] |. | 


| 5+ CAPs. A. 


ightly in thy | sex Lin- 
reprehendette co inter. 


| non tam di-} 
\ ligenter la-|\- 
| borant ad 


i dum gandi- 


fiorie wate itypiorum labirant aA inspetrandies panam infetni, Fabricius in De-| 
: ) > 7 is She . # ts 


COs cokoquio S 


Accidiofs e- 
rabefcere 


poffunt qui 


impetran- 


um Celi, 
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Soe ae eet nn alee en gan fe. Pgs ee ey es ee id, 
lently thou waft addicted .to cuftoms, or evil company, orfinfa} 
‘delights? or how ecarneftly thou waft bent after thy: profits, or 
_| rifing in the world? And wile thou not now be more earneft and 

violent for God? What profit hadft thou then in thofe things 
whereof theu art now afhamed ? fer the end of thofe things 12 
Death: But now being made free from fin, and become the fer. 
| vants of God, ye have your fruit unto holine/s, and the End ever. 
| lafting Life, Rom. 60235220 2 , shen 


— 


‘9. Yow are yet to this day in good earneft about the- matters ‘of 
this lifes If you are fick, what Serious Groans‘and Complaints do 
you utter? All the Town fhall quickly know it, if your pain be 

eat. If yon are poor, how hard do yori labor for your living, 
ogee Wife and.Children fhould ftarve or famith ? ‘If one Fal 
down‘in a fwoun.in the houfe, or ftréet, or in the g2ztion, 
| bow ferionfly will you nin to relieve and recover them? Andis not 
the bufinefs of your Salvation.of far greater moment? Ate you 
not poor ? and fhould you not then be laborers ?- Ate you not in 
fight for ypur lives? and is it time tofleep? Are-you notin aface 2 

"| andis not the prize, the Crown of Glory? and. thonld you then fic 
fill, or take your eafe ? a ' ’ ! 


~~ a= 


remifs or fleepy Praifes in Heaven ; nor any remifsor fleepy Lamen- |. 
" | tations in Hell: All men there are in good fadnefs. Aid thonld we 
. | Mot then be Seriqus now ?. Reader , J dare promife chee, the 
"| thoughts of thefe‘things will (hortly.be Serious ‘thonghts with thy 
| felf.. When thou comelt to Death or Jadgment, Oh what d 

heart-piercing thoughrs wilt thou have of cernity | ‘Methinks t 
fore-fee thee already aftonifhed to think how thou couldit poffibly 
amake fo light of thefe things! Methinks I even heat thee crying | 
@utof thy: ftupidity and. madneds | 1 es a oe 


«ts 
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oe " SECT. XXHL = 


Nd now, Reader, having: laid thee down thefe undeniable} §. 23. 
Arguments, I do here in thename of God demand thy Refo~ 
lution; What fayft thou ? Wilt thou yeeld obedience, or not ? I 
am confident thy Confcience is convinced of thy Duty: Dareft 
thon now go on in thy common carelefs courfe, againft the plain 
Evidence of Reafon, and Commands of God; and agairift the light 
of thy.own-Confcience ? Dareft thow five as:loofely?: and fin .as” 


work of thy | # Pets x, 13. - 


hl : 
and {peed the race that is before thee *.I hope shefe are | Hebr. 13 1,2: 


| 


| andieave thefe perfwafions faftened in thy ‘heart, ‘that 0, if it be 

| poffitle, thou mighteft be ‘awakened to thy Duty; and thy Soul 

| mightlive ; I fhall cherefore'preceed with thee yet a little further : 

| And I once more intreat thee to ftit up thy:attention, atid go = 
with me in the free and fober ufe of thy Reafon, while I propound 

to thee thefe following Queftions: And‘ I command thee from |’ 

God, char thou {tifle not thy Confcience, and refift not convittion ;.| 


bac.Anfwer them fairhfully; and obty accordingly. 2 et | 


- 
pf. 
oe) ae 


| SECT. XXIV. 60 
1 Queft. ] F. you could prow Rich by Religion, orget Lands and] S°34: 
. “ff Lordthips. by being diligent in godlinéls; or if yon| = 
| could get honor or preferment by ic ar the-world; ot could: be te- / | : 
| —. Cee3 __. -__ covered}. 


‘e 


law eo oo ee 


{ 370° 


! Plalm 78.362. 


| 113 Qae it were Gok ony en ihvery 
| wich { t Jadement, fo that every time aman{wears, of 
| #6 drunk, of (oeaiaalye. ax ot bae-biteth his neighbor, he fhonid be 
| ftruck dead, or blind, or lathe in the place ; if God did punith eve 
| ry cold peayer, or negicet of duty with fome mmarkihle plague ; 
| what. manner. of perfons would you then be2: it yon thonld fod 
| denly fall down dead like e4manias and Saphira with the fin in 


| kecting chofe duties which you neglect,and for living fuch a ‘carck 
: a life as syou now live,Be Should therfore advife you 


| face aber y nare. to béd, arid he fhotldfay yo: on 
ase diof: iy gong tf feel 
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J covered from ficknets by i it, or could live for ever in cof perity on 


Earth ;- What kind of Lives woxild you then lead? and what pains 


| would you take in the Service of God? And is not the Relt of the 
eee ncamahiie ie iaieacaca ined a 


anges 


| yout hattds, ‘or ‘the plegne of God fhowld feme infon yoo as upon | 
| the //rachees, while Mi loccoout yrece yet in them mouths; 


_ | but a Mark fhould be fer in the farthend: of every one that neg- 
ee ee ‘What kind of dives ‘world you | 
| then lead ? And is not crn ti naire meee ruaereca: 
Give byt ae 


4 Buc. Eon of pont: old So 


fin fhould come fron» the dead, and cel yon, that he fuffereth the 


Torments of Hell for thofe fins that you areguilty of, and for 


he 


; thy: y hfe |. Set your {elf 
all pet ghey not ee seuapa i Soo : 


come ' Ror to: re rae chat: Eine: inks How would | ! 
thisinke with your?: and: what:snannet ef. perfons world you af |’ 
roar enor Ses et abr Serer wi 
nove fox learning ‘a broughe 
Othe Church tobe buried wile thay iver i thee Popith Deyo. | , 
‘tions,and came tothe words Ref onde mids, the Corps atole in the |) 
| Beit yand withe serrible voyce are out, oot fa Dri Fudivio acen |: - 
fates fans, Lamp aecufed ar the Juk of Cots At which 
rope: the people raaall oat of Charch akighcd. Co the morrow 
[when they cane again to perform theObfequies,at the fame words 
as before,. the Corps arofe again, and crped witha: hideous voyce, 
| | vedentcy ae a Loge am Judged ac the righteous | 
: Judganerit ercnpon the people ran‘ away again amar | 
zed. The third day almoft al! the Cary came together, s when |. 
‘they camé to the fame words as before, the Corps refe again, and | 
‘cryed with a more doleful vayce then before, 7uffo Dei Judicic | 
Condemsnatus funs, Tam Condemned at the Juft Judgment of God. | 
The confideration:-w hereok:: fiat. s man reputed fo-upr right fhould | 
yer by bis oxgn confeffion be danmed, caufed ‘Brtsno,and the ret of | 
‘his. companions, to enter into zhat frit order of the Cart jaws, | 
Ti the voyor of the dead mancould. affright them into S ion, |; 
ca perry eciuinnre dairrion edad are Bevoti | 


sme ewe hae: his were chet Lf da wcrc had to | 
Serf i youlaerat this day 7) Hf you were} 
. Swims go to bed: shee -you thould nieve rife again, would | 
} thoughts of anarheér tife be more‘ferioys that mght >: IF | 

ree orl akc preying thar you Thould: never pray more, | 
eri you .not be more earneft and importunate in that prayer? 
‘Or ifyou knew when-you are preaching, or hearing, or exhorting, | - 
your {inful acquaintance, that this were the laft opportunity yon | 
hw wot bby it move ther ufually. you do? | 
We 1 wot knoiy aoe: fo be raf me anid yor. are fare | 
va bisivedcat hand.’ ees | 


. 
' 
i) rd so . ee S i oh 
h . ¢ FA ‘ 


“6 Slaapic if is tall feos she generat diffointion of. the world; . 
ineitidiaicnianamniediiiis 3 you favnall : 
eg ne OAL 


37.2 


z Pet,g.10.13 


"| ona fireabont you, fampeuqus buildings; Cities; Kingdoms, 


of all chings below ? 


| duty?” 
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Water, Earth, Heaven, all facaing: about your cars; If. you had: 
feen all chat men labored for, arid fold their Souls for, gone ; friends. 


7 Deft. What if you had {een the procets of the J tof 
the great day’? If you had feen the Judgment fer, and-the Books 
‘opened, and the moft ftand trembling on the left hand of the Jadg,. 
‘and Chrift himfelf accufing them of their rebellions and, neglects, 
‘and remembring them of all cheir former flightings of his grace, 
and at laft condemning them to perpetual perdition? If yon had 


8 Quefts What if you had once feen Hell open,and all the danmn- 
ed there in ghei eafelefS Torments? and had heard: chemy crying out 
of their floathfulnefs in che day of their vifitation? and withing thar 
they had but another life to live, and that God would bat try them 


of his loitering and trifling when he fhould ‘have been. 
his life? What manner ofiperfons. wetdd you have been after fuck 


orice yal One crying out of his neglect of duty ; and another 
is : | 
is life ? 


|. 9 Sach. What if you bac'lien in Hell but one yenr, ot oné diy, | 


Jor hoar ? andthere fele all thofe Tormenits that now you do but 


| hear of 2 and God fhould arn you into the world again, and ‘try | 
you with ariother life’stime, and fay, I will fee whether yet thou | 


wile be.any better: What manner of perfons would you be ? If 
ee to live a thonfand years, would you not gladly live as 

y as the precifeft Saints ?. and (pend all chofe years in prayer 
and daty, fo you might bue {cape the Torment which yon fuiffered ? 
How fesioufly then would you: (peak of Hell’! and pray againft it ! 


and hear, and-tead; and-watch, and‘obey'! How eacnelily-would | 


_ lyou-admonith the carclefs to take heed, and look aboisr thet to pre- 


vent their ruine { And will you'not take Gods Word for che truth } 


of this except you feel it? Is:it‘not your‘wifdom to do‘as much 


now to: prevent it, as yon would do to ‘remiove ‘it when it istoo} — 


Heaven while you haveit, the to 


lare 2? -Is ie not more wifdonr pk an this ‘life’ ay labouring: for 
he in 
time in Vain? < a 


4 - 


. : 10 Biveh What if you had been poffefed: bie one year of the |. 


Glory of Heaven? and chere jogned with thé Saints acd Angels in 


the’ beholding of God , and finging ‘his Praife ?. and afterwards | 
fhould be turned nto the world again? What a life would you | | 
lead? What pains would-you take: rather then bé deprived of fuch | 


incompatable Glory? Would you think any coft too great, of di- 
ligéwee too much ? If one of t 


in Togment walhing for more | 


fe that are now in Heaven fhould|; 
come tolive on the Earth again, what perforis would they be What | 
a {tir would they make? How -ferioffly would chey drive’ on theT 
bufinefs of their Salvation ? The Country would ring of ‘their ex- | 
ceeding Holy and Stri& Converfations. They would-as far excel 


the Holieft Perfons on Earth, as they excel the carelefs world. ‘Be--| 


fore chey would lofe that Bleffed Eftate, they would follow God | | 
ee " ° . Ddd a with | 


! 
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with ecies both day aad night, and throwaway all, and thifer etvery 
Wa Death Ard (ould not we do se touch to obtain it, as chey 


4 


e 2. aaa 


woNe oo « 


§. 25. : | 


cant, after the reading ofall this, go onin.the fone nepie6h of God 


whether they will fave you, ot whether they will recampence you 
“tfor the lofs of Heaven ; or whether they will be as good to you as 
'T wopld have beens §=Ob what will che wrerched inner anfwer to 
any of this? Buc thanzh man will ro: hear, yer we ouy have hope 
in {psakieg to God, ---Lord, {mite thefe Racks till chey guth forth 
ee | | 2 WE 
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, ,, SECT. XXVE. eae ; = - a 

. sy tao tote Wold t6 the Godly th Fecal rs 
Chéey: ches ehy they sbuive ull nchThonld’ be bbe confor 

Heaven ¥. and time chee: hp breat deal of Reafon, that thougtall 


the rem ey till anid - be eardtefs, yet they fiould Po sbhok 
and thowld: tay out all chéie: 


| ‘eof Wher manne of ons i tof be “hom Geil 
eee ene lp 


andtification, Cc 
of Ges, seid Acbopeiar Son yan degerd 
| ofwagels, ant the iediation of ‘che Sonof God, i 


rl aor gor a ances. balenicl of lives % Amen 
neat 


- Quah. Tired ater, who ‘he 
Gch che frmatt of ede fo! ee iret) 


_ Dbb 2 


teem U tha dee sei lic wer eke 
peven them ‘the 
bin pore tefcence of his he Bigs? wl when che Fel of te — 


Bowe Wf the Feaher, aid the Pron nd Seal Everlafn Ref 


§. 26. 


cond : \ : 
Coy ate. . 
x 
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| ence, in their doubts and fears, in their tharp affliions on body 
and ftate: They that have groaned and cryed out fo-oft, under 
| the fenfeand effets of their negligence, and are like i to feel 
-i¢ again if they do not reform it, fure one would think chey fhould 
be fo floathful no more. a re ee ee 


, 


3 Queff?. What manner ot perfons fhould thefe be in holy dili- 
ence, who have been fo long conyineed of the evil of lazinefs 2 and 
ave confeffed on their knees : — and a hundred — both 

in publique and in private ? and bave told God in prayer,how unex. 

_ | cakably they bave herein offided? Should’ te tips 

| fin, and yet commit it? asif they told God what they would do, 
as wellas what they have done 2 : = 


4 Queft, What manner of peiffons fhould thofe be in painful 
| Godlinefs, -who have bound themfelves: to. Gad by {9 auamy Cove- 
nants as we have done? and in fpecial have covenanted fo oft to. 

be more painful and faithful in his {ervige ? At evety Sacramenr; 
on many days of Humiliation and LN egisk ie in aocift of onr 

__ | deep diftreffes and dangerous fickneffes;: we are itll ready to bewail 
| out neglects, and to engage our felvesy if God will. but wy us and. 

| trult us once again,how diligent and Jabosious.we will be, and how 

{ we will improve our time, and reprove offénders, and watch over: 

_ {omr felves, and ply our ‘work, and do him more fervice in s day 
| then we did ina moneth: The Lord pardon our perfidious Cove- 
jnant-breaking | and grant that our own. Engagements may. not. 


Fs 


t 


be . , : 
te - o : ee XY 
, : wer a : z 


5 Quef. What manner of perfong thonld they:be, who are fo. 
_ {near to God as we? who are Ech inh Pecily, ftifl an- 
_ {der his Eyes the Objeéts of his greatelt Jeslonfic,. as:well.a2 Love 2: 
Leviti ze.3.2. | 4446 and -Abibw can cell you, that the flames of Jealonfieare hot- 
*\teft abour his Alcar: And. Uzaa and the 50070. Beth/hemites , 
|t Sam. 6.19. though dead, do yet tell you, that Juftice as well as 
AG.5.4,5,8c, | Mercy is moft active about the Ark. And Amamias and his wife 
| can telh you, that profeffion is np cover for tnanfgnifion: fadgaent 
|| Peginweth at she bow/e of ody t Pet4.17. Arid bhe.defenying An~ 

| Gl doth cegin at the SanEluary Ezek.ge5§;6. sot 


6 Que. 


danger of .perifhing and lofing all, and: have need of that: advice,. 
‘Heb. 


sen finsin % great ftrength ? Graces weak? San@hfication im-, 
perre 


The Saints everlafting Ref. 
6 Queft. What manner of men fhould they be in Duty, who 
have received fo much enconragement as we have done by our fuc- 
cefies ? Who have tafted fuch {weetnefs in diligent obedience, -as 


doth amich mote then countervail all the pains ?. Who have fo oft | 


had experierice of the wide difference between lazy and laborious 


Duty by their different Ifues ? Who have found afl our lazy Du-| 


ties unfruitfal ; and all our {trivings and wreftlings with God fae- 
cefsful > fo that we were never importunate with God in vain ? 
We who have had fo many admirable National and Perfonal Deli- 
verances upon urgent feeking ; And have received almoft all our: 
folid Comforts in a way of-clofe ant conftant Duty; Haw fhould 
we above all men ply‘our work 2” rr a a 


7 Queft. What manner of men fhould = be, who are yet at 
{isch great uncertainties, whether we fre Sanctified or Juftified, or 
whether we-aré the Children of God or no, or what. fhall Ever- 
laftingly become of their Sduls? 2s moft of the godly, that I meet 
with, are? They thac have difcovered the enelnes of the: King-. 
dom, and yet have not difcovered their intereft in it, but difcern a. 


4, 1.. Abd have fo many-doubts to wreltte with, dayly as we 
haves “How fhoold fich men beftirthemmfelvesintime? 


38 Queft Whar, manner of perfons fhould they be in Holinefs, 
who hate fo much of the great work yer undone as we have? So 


&? Corruptios fill working our. rnine, and taking advan-’ 
tage of all our omiffions ? When. we are asa Boat-man on the 


water ; let him row never fo hard amoneth together, yer if hedo || 
bur flack his hand, and, think to eafe himfelf, his: boat goes fafter | 
i ore it went wp: So do onr Souls, when} — 


down the itreatn then b 
we think to eafe ont {elves by abating our pains in Duty. Our rime 
is (hort: Our eriemics mighty: Our hinderances many :.God 
feems yet at a great diftance from many of ps : Our thoughts of hit. 
are dull, and f{trange, and unbeleeving : Our acquaintance.and com-. 


.| union with Chrift is fmall: and our defires to be with him are a3} : 
|| famall, ,And fhould men in our cafe ftand ftill ? ed 


Dddz - 9 Quef.|_ 
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9 One. What thimner of men fhoutld they be in thels diligence, 
whoft lives and duties are of fo great conicérnment to the faving 
ot deftroyinig of 4 multirade of Souls ? Wher if we flip, fo Hany 
are ready co ftumble? and if we ftumble, fo many are ready to 
fall ‘TF we pray hard for then, and admonifh them dayly and 
ct Faithfully and plamly, and exhort them with bowels of pity and 
* love, and go before them in @ holy inoffenfive Converfation, itis 
twenty to one but we may be inftruments of faving many of chem 
from everlalting perdition, and bringing them to che pofleffion of 
the fnlteritanee with us: On the contraty, if we filendy negled 
them, or finfully offend them, we may be dccafions of their perpe- 
tual torment: And whata fad t is that-toan honeft and 
merciful heart! That we may not deftroy the Souls for whom 
Chit dyed; Thar we may not tob chem of their everfafting Hap. 
pinefs, and God of the Praifes that in Heaven thty would ge 
oe What inanner of perfons flionld we be th our Dutiés and Ex- 


i 
’ 
° 
3 ‘. -@ 


. 


! What mantiet of petfotis thontd they be, on 


10 


faft tonch : Seeing rhen that afl thefe things fore-mentioned are ‘fo, 


and ‘refolve the Quiftion+ hat manner of pein ought We te 
; refs? A vee thy Life At 


_ “8 2 ° eat ‘ “ t ° ‘ 
ry > aa ' ‘ ie : 
ae 4 Sy f fs 


orm “SECT. 
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Have been apon this Ufe then at firft I intended ; Partly 
becanfe of the rat neglect of Heaven thar all forts are 
guilty of ; Partly ‘begapfe’mens Salvation depends upon their 
prefent Striving and Seeking ; Partly becaufe the Doctrine of Free 
-| Grace mif-underftood, is lately foabufed to the cherifhing of floath 
and fecurity : Partly becaufe many eminent, men of late do Judg, 
That Te workor labor for Life and Saluariog ts Mercenary, Le- 
gal,and Dangerona ; Which Doctrine (as I have faid:before) were 
it by she ewners redyced into practiec, world undoubtedly damn 
them; becaufe they that feck not fhall not finde, and they that 
{trive not to enter fhall be fhut ont ; and they that labor not fhall 
not be crowned: And partly becaufe itis grown the euftem of 
chis diftracted age; in Read of {triving for the Kingdom and con- 
tendirig for the Faith; to ftrive with each other about * uncertain 
Controverfies, and to contend abouf the circumftantcials of the 
Faith ; wherein the Kingdom of God doth no more confift then 
in meatsor drinks, or Queltions about the Law, -or Genealogies. 
irs, Chall. we whe. are. Brethren fall out by the yay home 2 and 
fpend fo mach of oyr sime abour the {muller matters, whieh-thow- 


{ands have been faved without, bug never pry. one ees iby cheore 
while Chrift and our Eternal Reft are almoft 
pardgn and heal the folly of hisPeople} 


rgotten? ‘The Lord 


* « 
_ va! ~ .-* Gs 


§. 27. 
* Quocirca 
imprudenter 
faciunt gui 
duriffima C& 
mag SOF OF = 
Ta. primo pro- 
pounnt, cc. | 
Vide Z ning. 
linm de vera 
& falla Re- 
lig. de {can- 
dalo. pag. 
402, Ce. 


Rom, 14.17. 
Ti uae . 
I Tsm.1.4. 

I Zim. 6. 5: 
Phil. Ze 14. 
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CHAP. VIL’ 


The third Ufe. Perfwading all men to 
try their Title to this Reft ; And Di- 


P| 


|-" reéting them bow to try, that they 


may kno 


oe SECT. a 7 

Now proceed to the third Ufe which we fhall 
raife hence s and becaute it is of exceeding great 
importance to thy Soul, I inereat chee to read 
y it themorediligently, and weigh it the more 


crioufly. ae | 

2 Isthere fucha Glorious Reft fo heer at band ? 
| and fhall nong enjoy it but the People of God 2 

What mean the moft of the world then,to live fo conrentedly with- 

out affurance of their intercft in this Reft? and tonegled& che 


} trying of their title to it ? When the Lord hath fo fully opened the 
| Bleflednefs of that Kingdom, which none but a little A 


ack of obe- 
dient Beleevers fhall poffefs, and {0 fully expreffed thofe torments 


{ which all the reft of the world muft eternally fuffer, a man would 


think now, That they that -beleeve this to be certainly true, fhould 
never be at any quiet in themfelves, till they knew which of thefe 
mult be their own ftate, and were fully affured that they were 
Heirs of the Kingdom 1 Moft men that I meet with fay, they. be- 
leeve this Word of God to be tre ; How then can they fit ftill in 


| fach an utter uncertainty, whether ever they fhall livein Reft, ot 
‘] not 2? Ore would chink they Should ran up and down from Miniter 


co 


aT 
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to Miniter, enquirmg, How fhell I know whether I thall live in | 
| Heaven or Hell? and that they fhould even: think themfelves half 

in Hell, cil they were fare to {cape it, and to be poffeffed of Reft. 
Lord, whata wonderful ftrange madnefs is this? chat men who 
look dayly when _ficknefsfummons them, and death calls them a- 
way, and know they mutt prefently enter upon ihc cid Joy 
4 of Pain, fhould yer live as uncertain what fhaii be their doom, as if 
they had never heard of any fach State ? yea and live as quietly and 
as merrily in this uncertainty, as if all were made fure, and nothing 
ailed them,and there were no danger ? Are thefe men alive or dead? 
‘| Are they waking, or are they afleep ? What do they think on? |. 
Where are cheir hearts > If they have but a weighty Suit at Law, 
how careful are they to know whether it will go with them or | 


ev e : 
-| he did Cain for his brother Abel, they could return. buc {uch an}. 


of no? Is it ina {tate of life, or a ftate of death ? He wouldbe pe | . 
se ee ee OO ee 


ee ts a 
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dy to fay, 1 know not: AmI my Souls keeper? 1 hope well; E 
truft God with my Soul, -and trouble not my felf with any fuch 
thoughrs: I fhall {peed as well as other men do.; and fo I will pur 
it to the venture: I thank God I never made any doubt of my Sal. 
vation. .dx/w. Thou. halt the-more caufe to doubt.a great deal, | 
. | becaufe thou never didft doubs: and yet more, becanfe chou, hat 

been fo carelefs in thy confidence. What do thefe expreffions 
| difcover, but .a wilful neglect of thy own Salvation ? As a fhip- 
mafter that fhould let his Veffel alone, and mind other matters, and. 
fay, E will ventore ic among the rocks, and fands, and gulfs, and. 
waves, and-winds ; I will never trouble my felf to know whether 
it fhall come fafe co the harbor ;. I will raft God. with ie; it will 
{peed as well as other mens Veffelsdo. Indeed as well as other 
mens that are as: carelefs and Ide, but not fo well as other mens 
1 that are diligent and watchful. .What. horrible abafé of God. is} 
this; for men tapretend that they truft God with: theic Souls, for 
[to cloak their own wilfpl negligence ! If thou did truly. Traft 
~- 1 God, shox wouldft alfo be ruled by him, and truft him in that way 
which he hath appointed thee, and upon thofe terms which he barh 
promifed to help thee on. He requires. thee to give all Diligence 
to make thy: Calling and Election fure, ‘and fo to muft him, 1 Per. 
11.10. .He hath lined thee out a way in Scripture by which thou 
mayit come to be fare ; and charged thee to fearch and try-thy ff, 
cil chou certainly know. Were he not a foolifh traveller -that 
would hold on his way when he doth not know, whether it be 
right or wrong, and fay, I hope I am right ; I will not doubt of it ; 
I will go on and eruft God ?. Art ‘fot thou guiley. of . chiv-folly in 
“Tin thy travels. to Eternity 2. Not confidering that.a lirtke ferions | 
enquiry and tryal whether thy way be right,migliz fave thee a Sreat 
deal of labour which thou beftoweft in.vain, and. muft undo again, 
or elfe thou wilt mifs of Salvation,. and. undo thy felf2 If rhou 
‘fhouldft fee a man-in defpair, or ehat were certajn‘ta be damned 
for ever'when-he is dead, would{t not thou look upon fuch a man | 
as a piuful object? Why thot that livelt in. wilful uncertainty, and 
{dof not know whether chou fhalt be faved or no, art in the next 
condition to fucha perfon ; for ought.thou knoweft to the con- 
trary, thy cafe hereafter may be.as bad as his! Iknow-not what 
thou thinkeft.of thy own ftate, but for my parr, did I nor-know 
what a defperate, blind, dead piee a carnal heare is, I fhould — | 

cr 
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der how thou doft to forget thy mifery, and to keep off continual 
horrors from thy heart; And efpecially.in thefe cafes following. 

1. I wonder how thou canft either think or {peak of the dread- 
falGod, without exceeding terror and aftonifhment, as long as 
thou art uncertain whether he be thy Father or thy Enemy, and 
- [knoweft not bur all his Ateribates may be imployed again{tthee. 
If his Saints mult rejoyce before him with trembling, and ferve 
| him in fear ; If chey thac ate fure to receive the antnoveable King- 
|dom mult yet ferve God with reverence and godly fear, beeaufe 
he ts acon{uming fire; How then fhould che remembrance of him 
. [be terrible to them that know not but this fire may for ever con- 

fume them? 7 7 ; 
| 2 Howdoft thou think without trembling upon Jefus Chrift ? 
_| when thou knoweft not whether his: blood hath purged thy Soul 
or not ? and whether he will condemn thee or acquit thee in Judg- 


383 | 


» 


Pfa.a.6,7,8,9 


Heb.13, 28.29 


ment ; nor whether he be fet for thy rifing or thy fall, Zwk, 2. 34. | 


nor whethet he be’ the corner Scone and Foundation of thy happi- 


nefs, or a ftone of {tumbling to break thee and grind thee to pow- | - 


der, Afat.21.44. Methinks thou (houldft be fill ia that tune as 
fob 31. 23. Destrattion from God is a terror to me, and by reafon 
of bis Hjghnefs I cannot endure, ae 
3. How canft thou open the Bible, and read a Chapter, or hear a 
Chapter read , bue it fhotld terrifie thee? Methinks every leaf 
fhould be to thee as Beljbazzars writing upon the wall, except 
only that which draws thee to try and reform: If thou read the 
Promifes, thou knoweft not whether ever they thall be fulfilled co 
thee, becaufe thou are uncertain of thy performance.of the Condi- 
tion: If chou read the Threatnings, for any thing thou knowelt 
thon doft read thy own fetttence. Ido not wonder if thou art an 
-enemy to plain preaching, and if thou fay of it, and of the Minifter 
and Scripture jt felf as Abab of the Prophet, / bate him, for he 


22.8. 
| 4 Twonder how thon canft without terror approach God in 
prayer, ot any duty. When thou calleft him thy Father, thou 
knowelt not whether thon fpeak true or falfe : When thou needeft 
him in thy ficknefs, or other extremity, thou knoweft not whether 
thou hafta friend to go to,or an enemy» When thow receivelt the 
Sacrament, they sik not whether thou take chy bleffing or 

_ 3 | Eee2. | thy 


Dan, 5.9.6. 


‘doth not prophecy good concerning me, bat evil, 1 Kings me 
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thy bane. And who would wilfully live fucha lifeas this? 
5- What comfort canft thou find in any thing which thon pot. 
feffeft ? Mcthinks friends, and honers, and houfe, and lands, fhoutd 
do thee little good, till chou know that thou haft the love of God 
with all; and shale have Reft with him when thou leaveft thefe. 
Offer to a prifoner before he know his fentence either mufick, or | 
clothes, or lands. preferment, and what cares he for any of thefe > 
till he know how he fhall {cape for his life, and then be will look 
afcag thefe comforts of tife,and not before ; for he knows if he mutt | 
dye the next day, it will be {mall comfort to dye rich or honorable. 
| Methinks it fhould be fo with thee, till thou know chine etemal 
tate: Doft not thou as Zxek,12.18, Eat thy bread with quaking, 
‘and drink thy drink With trembling and carefulne/s, and fay, Alas, 
. | though I have thefe co refrefh my body now, yet I know. not.what 
I fhall have hereafter ! Even when chou lieft down to take thy refi, 
methinks the uncertainty of thy Salvation thould keep thee wa- 
king,or amaze thee in chy dreams, and trouble thy fleep ; and thqu 
fhouldft fay as- Fob ina {maller diftrefs then thine, fob 7. 13, 14. 
When I fay, My bed fhall comfort me, my conch {hall cafe com- 
plaint ; then thon {care me through dreams, and terrifeeR me 


through viftons. ! an 
6. Doth it Not grieve thee to fee the people of God fo com- 
fortable, when thou haft none thy felf? and.to thinkof the Glory 
_ | which they fhall inherit, when thou haft no affurance thy {elf of 
| ever enjoying it ? OO 
7» What fhift doft thou make to think of thy dying hour? 
Thou knowelt itis hard by, snd there’s no avoyding ft, nox any 
medicine found out that can prevent it: Thow knowelt it is the 
| King of terror, fob 18.14, and the very inlet to chine anchange- 
able fare ¢ The godly that have foie affurance of their future wel- 
fare, have yet much ado to fabmit to it willingly, and find, thar to | 
dye comfortably is a very difficult work. How then cantt. chon | 
| think of it then without aftonifhment, who haft got-no affurance 
of the Reft to come? If thou fhouldft dye this day. (and whe 
knows What a day may bring forth, Prov. 27. 1.). thou. doft not 
know whether thou {halt go ftraight to Heaven orto Hell: And 
cant chou be metry till chou art got out of this dangerous ftate ? 
Methinks chat in Dent. 28. 25, 26,'27. fhould be the lobking-glafs 


‘@ " ‘What 


of thy heart. - 


~ | Wilfulnefs and Negligence ; Men will not be perfwaded to ufe the 


_The great means to conquer this Uncertainty is Self. Examination, 
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g. What (hife doft thou make to preferve thy heart from hor- 
ror, when thon: rememibeft the great Judgment day,and the Ever~ 

ing flames? Doft chou not tremble as Fe/s% when thou heareft 

of it? andas the Elders of the Town trembled when. Samne/ 
came init, faying , Comeff thon peaceably %. So methinks thou. 
fhouldft do when the Minifter comes into the Pulpit: And ch 
heart, when ever thou meditateft of that day, Should meditate ter-. 
ror,1/4i.33.18 And thou fhouldft be evena terror to thy felf, and | - 
all thy friends, 7er. 20. 4. If the keepers trembled, and became as 
dead men, when they did but fee the Angels, A7Z4?. 28. 354. how 
canft thou think of liying in Hell with Devils, till thou haft got 
fome found affarance that thou hale efcape it ? Or if thou feldom 
think of thefe things,the wonder isas great, what fhifs thon makeft | 
to keep thefe thoughts from thy heart, and tolive fo quietly mfo 
doleful aftate > Thy bed is very foft, or thy heart is very hard, if | — 
thou cantt fleep foundly in this uncertain cafe. a oe | 

I have fhewed thee the danger ; lec me next proceed to thew 
thetRemedy 


a | SECT. IL ie 
IF this general uncertainty of the world about their Salvation 

were conftrained or remedilefs, then muft it be born as other 
unavoidable miferies, and it were unmeet either to reprove them 
for it, or exhort them from ic: But, alas, the Common Caufeis} . . 


Remedy, though it be eafie, and at hand, preferibed to them by 
God -himfelf, and all neceffary helps thereunto provided for them. 


or the Serions and diligent trying of amans hedrt and {tate by the | . 
rule of Scripture. ‘This Scripture tells us, plainly who {hall be fa- 
ved, and who fhall not: So that if men wopld but firft fearch the 
Word to find out who be thefe men that (hall have Reft, and what 
be their properties by which: they may be known ; and'then next} 
{earch carefully their own hearts, till shay whether they are |- 
thofe menor not; how could rhey chufe but“come to fome C | 
tainty 2. Bue, alas, either men onderftand not the nature and ufe of } 
thisduty, or elfe they will not be at the pains to try. Go throughs) 

Eee 3 ee, et 
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Definition of 
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may expect to attain to, 
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LE 
a Congregation of a thoufand men, and-how few of them fhall you 
€¢ meet with that ever beftowed one hour in all cheir lives in a clofe 
<¢ Examination of their title to Heaven? Ask thy own Contcience, 
Reader; When was the time, and where was the place, thac ever 


thou folemnly tookeft thy heart to task asin the fight of God, and 


examined it by-Scripture Interrogatories, ‘Whether it be Born s- 
gain and Renewed, ot not ? Whether it be Holy, or not ? Whe- 


ther it be fet miof on God, or on creatures? on Heaven, or on 


| Earth ? and didft follow on this Examination till thou haft difco- 
vered thy Condition, and fo paft fentence on thy {elf accord- 
| angly? | | 

7 becaufe his is a Work of fo high Concernment, and fo com 


monly neglected; and mens Souls do fo much laneuifh every where 
under this neglect ; I will therefore ( though tc be Digreffive ) 
1. Shew you, That it is poffible by trying to come to a Certainty. 


.| 2. Shew you the hinderances that keep men from tryirig, and from 


Afforance. 3. I will lay down fome Motives to perfwade you to 
it. 4. Iwill give you fome Directions how yau’ fhould perform 


jit. 5. And laftly,1 will lay you down fome Marks out of Scripture 


by which you may try; and fo come to an infallible Certainty, 


| Whethetayou are the People of God for whom this Reit Remain- | 


eth,or no. And to prepare the way to thefe, I will a little firft open 
to you, what Examination is, and what chat Certainty is which we 


). 


SECT.UL 


His Self-Examination is, 4a enquiry into the coxrfe of or 

- hives, but more ee? into the snward Abts of our Souls, 

and trying of their Sincerity by the Word of God, and accordingly 
fudging of oar Real and Relative Eftate, 

So that Examination containeth {cverall Acts: 1. There mutt 


‘| be the Tryal of the Phyfical Truth or Sincerity of our A€ts ; That 


is, An enquiry after the very Being of them: As whether there be 
fuch an Act as Belief,;or Defire, or Love to God, within us, or not? 


‘This mult bz difcovered by Con(cience, and the internal fenfe of 
|-the Soul, whereby ic is able to feel and perceive itsown Ads, and 
| to. know whether they be Real or Connterfeit, - 


- 
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| a. Theinext is, The Tryal of the Moral Truth or Sincerity of our 
| A@s: Whegper they are fuch.as agree with the Rule and the Na- 
| cure oftheir Objects. This is the difcurfive work of Reafon,com- 
| paring our Adts with the Role: It tplyeth the former knowledg 
of the Being of ont A€ts ; and it implyeth the knowledg of Scrip- 
ture in the pomt in queftion; and alfo the Belief of che Truth of | . 
Scripture. “This Moral, Spiricual Truth of our Acts, is another 
thing, far different from the Natural or Phyfical Truch, as far asa 
Mans Being differeth from his Honefty. One man loveth his wife 
under the notion ef an harlot, or only. co fatisfte his Inft ; Another: | 
lovech his wife witha true Conjugal Affection : The former is True 
Phyfical Love, or sue in point of Being ; bus che latter only ts True 
Moral Love. The like may be faid in regard of all the Acts af the 
Sonl: There is a Believing, Loving, Trufting, Fearing, Rejoycing, 
all Tine in point of Being, and not counterfeit, which yet area 
fale in paint of Morality and tight-being, and fo no gracious Acts 


at all. | 
3 The third:thing contained in the Work of Self- Examination 
is, The Judging or Concluding of our Real Eftate, thatis, of the |. 
hahicnal remper or difpofition of our Hearts by the qualiry of their 
As: .Whether they ate fnehAdtsas prove.a Habit of Holinefs 2’ 
or only fome flight Difpofition ? .or whether they are only by fome | 
Acciderit enticed and ‘enforced, arid prove nejther Habit nor Difpo- 
fieion ? The like alfa.of our Evil Acts. Dow the Acts which 
prove a Habitmutt be, 1. Freeand chearfal ; not conftrained, or 
fuch as we had rather not do; if wecould help it: 2. Frequent, if 
there be opportunity: 3.-Through andSerious. Where Note al- 
fo, That. the Tryal of the Souls Difpofition by thofe.Acts which 
make after the End (as Defire, Love, &c. to God, Chrift, Heaven) 
is always more Neceflary and more Certain, then the cryal of its 
Difpofition to the Means only. owe 
1 44, The lat A in this Examination, is, To.Condude or Judg 
of our Relative Eftate, from the former Judginent of our Acts and 
Habics. @ if we find fincere AGts, we may Conclude that we 
haye the Habits, fo from both we may Conclude ‘of our Relation. 
So that our Relations or Habits are neither of them felt, or known 
immediately ; but mui be gathered from the knowledg of onc}: 
Aéta which may befelt. As for Example, 1. Leaquire whether Ft 
Believein Chrift, or Love God ? 2. If] find chac I do,then I enquire | er 


A 


and Love ; Therefore Iam Regenerate. . 


| of the thing in it felf confidered ; but of the Certainty of the Sub- 


> | our Faith in point of Being: 2." Aad 2 Certainty of its Trath in 
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‘next whether I do it Gneerély according to the Rule and the Nature 
of che Object ? -3. If 1 find that I do fo, then I concligle that I am 
Regenerate or Santtified. 4. And from both thefe I conclude thar 
Jam Pardoned, Reconciled, Jultified-and Adopted into fonfhip and 
title to the Inheritance. All this isdone ina way of Reafoning 
thus: aoe TE te 

-y. He that Believes in Spiritual Sincerity, or He that Loves God 
in Spiritual Sincerity, is a Regenerate Man: But I do fo Believe, 


_ 3. He chat Believes in Sincerity, or He that is Regenerate ( for 
the Conclufion will follow upon either) is alfo-Pardoned, Juftifted 
and Adopted: ButI do fo Believe,or Iam Regenerate: Therefore 
Tam Juftified,&c. | | | : _ 


3 ‘SECT. IV. | aah 
T Hus you fee what Examination is, Now let us fee what this 
Certainty, or Affurance is. And mdeed, Ie is nothing elfe 
bat the Knowledg of the forementioned Conelufions (ehat we are 
Sanctified, Juttified, fhall be Glorified } as they arife from the pre- 


| 
mifes in the work of Examination. | 
__ So.that here you.may obferve, how. immediately this Affuranee | | 
followeth the in Examination ; and fo bow neceffary} | 
! 


Examination is to the obtaining of Affurance, and how condacible 


thereunto. lt; | , 
Alfo that we are pot {peaking of the Certainty of the Object, or 


ject, or of the ching to our Knowledg. 7 
Alfo you may obferve, that before we can-come to this Certatn- 
ty of the Conelufion,[ That we are Juftified and fhall be Glorified ] 
there mutt be’ a Certainty of the Premifes: And.in refpect of the 
aa ps Propofition (He that Believeth fincerely fhall be Jultsfted 
and Saved } there is requifice inus, 1. A Certainty of Mowledg, 
That fuch a Propofition is written in Scripture : 2. A Certainty of 
Affent or Faith, That this Scripture is the Word of God, and True. | | 
| Alfo in refpect of the: Minor Propofition [But J do fincerely Believe, 
‘or Love, &c. } there is requifite, 1. A Certainty of rhe Tmth of 


~— 
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mt of Morality, or Congruence with the Rule, or ics Right-be- 
‘img. And then followeth Affurance, which is the Certainty that 
the Conclufion [Therefore I am Juftified, 8c. ] followeth neceffa- 
| ily upon the former Premifes. = 
| °*Here alfo yon mutt carefully diftinguifh betwixt the feveral 
degrees of Affurance. All Affurance isnot of the higheft degree. 
[Te differsin ftrength according to the different degrees of Appre- | Tom2. disp. 

Lhenfion .in all: the forementioned Points of Certainty which are ne- | 8.9.4. panti. 
eeffary thereunto. He that can truly raife the forefaid Conciufion | 4. 

( That -he.is Fultified, Sze.) from the'Premifes, hath fome degreé of 7 
Afferance ; though he do it with much weaknefs,-and ftaggering, | 
and doubting. The weaknefs of our Affurarice in any one point of | 
the premifes, will accordingly weaken our-Affurance in the Con- 
clufion. | - : | 
- Some, when they fpeak of Certainty of Salvation, do mean onl 
fuch a Ceraairty as excludech alt doubting, and think norhing elie | - 
can be called Certainty, but this high degree. Perhaps fome Papifts | - 
mean this, when they deny a Certainty. Some alfo muintain, 
| That Saint Pasi’s Plerophory, ot full Affurance, is this Higheft de- 
gree of Affurance; and thae fome Cheiftians do in chis life attain 
to it. But as ease ahha seas ie fifon of lower} 3. . 
degrees, and not ¢it is perfect. For if Aflurance be perfect, pramiles 

we. 


* Vid. Grego. 
de Valen. 


then alfo our Certainty of Knowledg, Faith‘and Senfe in the Pro. 
mifes mutt be perfeet : And if fome Grace perfect, why not all ? 
and f weann Novatians, Catharits, Perfectionifts. Perhaps in 
fome ther. Certainty may be fo great, that it may overcome all fen- 
{ible doubang, of Cenkible ye ftirrings of Unbelief, by reafon of the | 
{weet and powerful Adts and of that Certainty: Andyet| 
it doth not overcome all Unbelief and Uncertainty fo astoexpel| - - 
or nullifie them; bac a certain meafure of chem remaineth ftil.} 
Evenas when fai eee er 2 
you Oy porr m the hot till no coldnefsisfelt; andyerthe| ss. 
pia ere higheft degree of heat.So.faith aay fup-} 
prefs the fentible ftirrings of unbelief, and Certainty prevail againft}. 
aga asa and yet be far from the bighelt}, 
ee... ea : . Sa he 
___So that: by this which is. {aid you may Aofwer the Queftion,|-. 
‘Whar Certamty isto be attained m this Life 2 and what Certainty]... 
1€ isthat we prefgmen to labour Ajai ares a i 
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~ -Fyrshermore, you mutt be fie fo diftinguith berwise / 
it (;, and the Jpy, and Strength, and othecfweet Edits whieh 
followy Adurange, ot which iamediatdy accompany: ix. 
Ic is poffible rhat there may be Adurance, and yet to comfose, 
.. | pg heel. Tbe are 1 a dpi but .felf-goaceiced Difpaters 
of lace, frater tq manage 4 es Argument, who.tell us , Frac 
mutt be the oe chat muft Affare us of ous Salvation, : and nat 
"|e Macks and Evi dences of Gree ~~ ree meio 
¢ taken from any thing in our ifives ; apr. * 
| | mntt be igmediately beli¢yed, and not proved by opr Sgus, ior 
the Jupify- | Sanctification, &c. OF thele in order. : 5, Ie is 98 wife a Quefti- 
ing AG) to | ON fo ask, Whether our Affurance come from the Spirie; ox our Evi- 
Believe that | deneps, or our Faith,&c? ag co ask whether it be opr scat, oy our 
my fins are —— or our teeth, or our hands, that feed us ? Or whether it 
pardoned, or one 7 OF the Sunlight by which we fee ne eh 
uP ules, all necefl y 80. the peodasing 
dyed in 4 fpe- 


‘cial fence for sige or that lam 4 Believer, or ‘hes F paait be oid: oe 
what Ihave (aid inthe — to wy. eS phorifms. of lattes re ‘Et 

for fatisfation. ta fudiciows Adr Anth: Wotton “t bgomeiljak: Part. We 7 
|: Cap. 15» bee et ip 89, Jo, ‘Bike nee 


cote bin ki yon miagchicom, Tbacehe Spicin and 
e ore €.0F 


ny Spend persttaleyasod Rotem, 
Cr ia nie all eared SC. wd econiay 
Pe ree thaw yon-dilinaly. 


Gr ppmctel Bebewings: : 
| yale at at be Sl ina x Pie the, Word inarus,. wd to 
mit ier: cgsutnae a. 
4 i fence } in ni pete Kapeche * } parkas 
5 ¢ fame || an nd [i fe: a bole Aas. which, Gad ath 
and not in fakioh hea ey : Wank asa He ba 


the proper rt ghey 
fence as the| ake sok eee Agcep or ‘Gods: 
[Schools do, RipethoarReaeg oo ath = a 


Hah gt, ont Seane famous: 


A pial ep eel eee er er 


sa om cs xb ae ae ah ereya 
_*Tafe they 4 cn metof Bel Fee] 


JS. Mei iiba 8 a Pass fi 


| corwiz,,che Works or fruity of the Spirit inus; '23. What the telti- 


ects, are the tly Ame of ede Argument, Fon whic de! 


Medium, aid which are called: Marks. 


Ads with the Rule, and Judg of their Sincerity, So. 
gle Caufe alone. And fon: icher eu of Faith, by Signs, or by 


ee en eee 
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® He eoliveneth sad: beigheeeteh out Apprehenfian is ebele ae 
tionlars, that eck Afftkanice May acéordinply be trong and roy, 
9. He exciteth our Joy,and illech with t( when he pleaferh} 
— Tueances Nbne of alk chéfe cotdid We pertotm well of 
ow ves. . 
4) The Pate which the Seripenre haeh if this Work is, 1 Te af] 
foaderh wb the Major Propéthkion, F That ivhofoeve: Believeth Sit 
te gen befaved.}:. 2. Ie is the Rite by which ove As mult | 
be exyed, that we may Judgof theie Moral Truth. 
3; ‘The Pert that. Knowied meee tuto Kelow chit tht fore. | 
laid Peopelition is waitten in Ser . 
_ & The Wotlk of Baithis to Believe r6e Truth of thde Seeapeitre, | 
and to:be che mateer of one. of obr chief Evidences. - . 
3. Guc Habits, and cicie Faith, as chey are Matte arid Evideti- |. 


6. Our Confeionet and intemal Sent do andjdatnt ug ove Bot lt b 8 
the Being aad Qualifications of owe inward Act; Which art chtis 


| 42 Our Reéafon or Difcoutfe is Neccffary to forni the Argamnent, 
‘and raife the Conclufion fromthe Pretni(es; and to- ‘comipare oar 


* So that you fee "oor Affarance is not an Effect ot any onic fit 


Php Ato to 


mush to be valted as by fate rf our Divines Ps Ue Cute fideia qlee felt 
certo fé‘habere- donut infufuin fidei, idqye abfque tormidine alserius — xcept 
he take Cetticides fied f in a very large improper fence. | 


_ Front all: sthisyor may gathe?, 1. *VW Rat the Seilof’ the Spirit i, 


ory of the Spirit is, .¢ for if it’ be noc fomé of che Forementioned | 
pene Ns ‘how. it Hoes) 3. What the TeRtintony of Cobsfe- ont 'S; 


a And Gf Hbe nde miftaken) che Teftimnony of the Spirit, sd le | < 
Feftitnony uf Ganfcience are two concitrrent Teftitnorlies or Cad: | 
{es, to produce one and the fame Effect, and to afford the Preniifes. |}. 
to thé fatie Conclafion, eed the then to raife our Joy thereupon: So {-. 
chat they indy well be faid to Wimess Together. Not one laying eo 
«dowa the intire Conelufion of it a pat we are the Children ts, 3 


~ 


as 
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of God,_]- and rhen the other attefting the fame entirely again of ix 

_ Bat as concurrent Caufes to. the fame Numerical Con- 
| oe this with Submiffion to better. Judgments , and farther 
Searc 7 ; 


* The diftin-| 


ee le nfed tainty of Adherence, and Certainty of Evidence, .muft be raken 
a cn Evidence, no more then there isa Conclufion without a Afediam, 
Ge “| A fall degree of Certainty, hath fome {mall glimpfe of Evidence. 


ents Tie | Indeed 1. the Atfent to the truch of the promifé, 2. and the Accep- | 


4 eerie! out any fight or confideration of Evidence; and are themfelves 
quite differ- 
ors fee _,| Gude, that hes the Child of God, and Julied, be muft have forne 
it ie wed. Affurance of that Mark or Evidence. For who can conclude Ab- 
. Ther fore folutely, that he fhall receive the thing contained in a Conditional 


Hs peal thofe that fay, There is no Condition to the New Covenant, I 


*Their com-| _ And for their Affertion *, [That we are bound immediately to 
mon Error | Believe. that we are Tullifd and in {pecial Favour with God :"} Ie 
([7’bat Zu- | is fuch as no man,of competent knowledg inthe Scripture, and be- 
frifying faith lief of its truch, can once imaguie. For if every man muft believe 
is nothing this, chen moft: muft believe a lye,(for chey never fhiallbe Jultified:) 
clfe bat a {ea alt muft.ac tirt believe a We; for chey are not-Jultified rill 
perfmafion my believe: and che believing chat chey-are Juitified: is not .che: 
more or-left faic a ge 

of the Love| bow thall icbe known who they be? The ccuchés, (That we are 
of Godre ze} J uftified] is not propzrly to be Believed at all: For nothing is co 
ts the Rocg of | oe 
this and mq-|¥OU OrLare Juftified : only ong of thofe premiles is written, from 


| diffe rent things ; and proouredt ry differcmt Ways, and at feveral times ufwaily. 


—— whence 
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be ehac ae aed the orb of the Press So 


profnided it Abfolately s srenarbog &ce. Nor hath he declared to 
any'man that is not firita Believer, that he loveth him with any 
more then a: common love love : Fherefore no more can be believed 
foeh. -For the Erernal Love and Election 
ure he tsa Betievers:: Ce 


SS -- 


SECT. Ve 


pene thus fhewed you vehat: Exashination. is, aa what 
Affurance is; E.cdme en the: fseond! ipaontifed ; “Fo 
thew you, That fuck. dnrinfallible Cerpaiity of Salvation’ ‘tray: be 
attained,and ought to be lsboured for, (though.a Perfegt Cercainty 
cannot here be.artained : ) And chat Examination is. thé o means to 
In per al gern the. seat pean) 


Santtibeation, and: ad tn hs rota a Signs 

dtA » isa-dangerdus and de. 
aia way.’ gee haye;che: Pails, the Antinomians, and the 
ignorant Valgar confpiring againft this doctrine of Affarance and 
Examination. ior mania againt them. by theft. Arga- 
ments 


Ex hoc unica ‘Axticn has ciiieac minutus ‘a plebifue rept qxeat, univers 
Papatus & Lusherapifmiis'dependet. Martinus Eifengrenins initio Apolog.| 
de (ert. Salv. And fo hayefome of our Divines.on the other fide, as Lether in 

Gen. 41. Etiamfi nibil pretetca peccatum effet in dottrina pontificia, infin babe- 


mus canfas cur ab ecclefia infidehi nos fejungeremis. _ 


1, Scripture tells us we mayloow Shot the Saints. before ushave 
nowsr 


whence we may draw che Conclafion, That we are Juttified, if fo Via Aquin, 


| y| tbe difference | 


and t he °P a-- 


| 
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ad 1. Sent, 
diff. 17. art. 
1.2,3.g0132. 
& Scotum 
ad. 3. Sent. 
aif. 23.9. 
unica. Bona 
VEN SEM 
9.17. Biel sn 
Ze Sent. dif. 
27: q-3- 


8.5. 


*Yet I bee 
lieve that 


betwixt 16 


pifts fecm 
wider then it 

8,05 do thefe 
words of one 


of them: 
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| knows theit: , find fatdse Sal wanton; oer: 92 2. aie, 
8.366 fon iaatye a fan Fo TR. R. 1S. Or 1G HS BE ge 
fee PEELS ey: Mumecrmts 


Senfe. I know all se meee ote ty ‘Witherher tht: Moral 
> + | Truth or Sincerity of our Faich and other Graces can be known 
thus, or not ?. And chat ic zal Iprove thas, 
1. From the natural uf this Cadrifcience, and internal Senfe ; 


| OPH 
arises 


 _ | Chrilddeurof-thd Dew forehthe happiatti of che one'and che 
ee railorpofeke wtberte me ‘dnd: sebke-che Defetenee. co run 
a, shoei sib cle waln'ob ics ottie'y if a mkercertioc kanye witich 

ae off thete:t on altace tes i ae 
"|. qe Mach lets: -woald the Fo by Gohoth tle: Wh to fo al did 
gence to make our Cabling and claten frre, i it could rit: Be 
_ done, 2.Pet. th 10, that rhis is not meat of Objective Cee- 
| \eainty, but of Subjective, appearech in this, “Thar the Apoftle mén- 
2; }tigneth not Salvation ov any shiag to-come, but Calling and Electi- 
al on, which to Believers were ObjeGively Certain before, as being 


5. And to what utpoft thonld we be fy earrielt to ex- 
senate ana prste,. toy acl, Ware eh 


and 


a 
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yebesber Corift be in.us, ot wabe Reprabe 
ree g: as _— we — tre wi | 


no 


g. There are eres bcorieiaa | 
arpentesmandad fe. se ace 


mies) 1. ved 
‘ ae peed mc ee,t . : ig 
e a. tl re ody wd . ws moepn ! a 6 at “4 “ af ae <on ae BMG a } 
. tere nd a 
ein - a. 


| A ; en smn va a Zz . ae | 


~ §.6,. 

w. | Hindrances 
lof Exami-: 
nation, — 


< } 
J. SAtA%. 


= 
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—| TF they did but faithfully perform this duty, he were likely ro lofe 
mott of the Subjects of his Kingdom. How could he get: fo many 
millions to io Avior: ly, if a) they hd eh went yaar se 
| how could: e bur kiow ifichey did throughly wy ? havi 
fach a clear light and fure rule in:the edge difcover’ it? E 


the beaft did know that he is going to thedlaughter, he would noe 
_| be driven {oeafily to it; bac would ftrive ‘for hus life before ‘he 
bomes to:dye, as: well as he doth at che time of his death. If Bale- 
am had (een.as much of rey wee his A(s, inftead of his driving 
on fo furionfly, he would haved béayas oath to. proceed:as hes If 
| the Syrians had known whither they were going, as well as Eli (Za 
| did,they would have ftopt before cliey had found themfelves in the 
hand of their Enemies,2 King.6.19,20.So if firmers did but know 
whither they are hafting, chey would {top before they are engulfed 
ia dainracion. Hf evéry fwearer, drimkard, ger, dover 
of the world, or unregenerate perfon -whatlbever,. did cettai 
know that che way he is in will never bring him to Heaven, and 
chat if he dye init, he thall undoubtedly perith, Satan could never 
get him to proceed fo refolvedly : Alas, he would chen think every 
day-a year till he:were out of the-danget ; and whether be were 
eating drinking, working,or what ever he wete douig,the thoughts 
of his danger would be {till in his mind,and sah pr would be {til 
m his cars, Except thon Repent and be converted thon foal: furely 
perifo. The Devil knéws well cnough,that if he cannot keep ncn 
from crying their ftates,and knowimg their mifery ,he thal roe be 
able to keep them from Repentance and Salvarion : Ard therefore 
* | he-deals with chenzas F.sel with Sifera ;: fhe povesihion Sak words, 
and food, and layeth him 6 fleep, and covereth his face, and then 
fhe comes upon hinrfoftly, and ftrikes the nail into his temples : 
And as the Philiffises with Sampfon, who firft pur out his eyes, 
and then made him griid in cheir mills. If the pide not covered, 
who but the blind will fall into ic? If the Geare Dé not hd, the bird 
will efcape it «. Saran knows haw. to angle for Souls, berter then 
to fhew them the book.and the line, and to fright chem away with 
a noife, or with Kisown ranee. | 7 


“9. 
f4dg.%6.21. 


to.kkeep the Minifter’ from helping them’ ro {earch : 

_\theedg of the Word,thae iemay not pierce and divide or co earn 

" ) away cheir thoughts ; or to paffefs with prejudice : Satan is 
: ac- 


Therefore he labours to. keep them froma {earching Miniftry ;- or | 
oxo bead 


! 


| 
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ior acquainted with all the Preparations and Srudies of the Mini- 
"| fter,he knows when he hath provided a fearching Sermor fitted 
Teo the ftate and necefficy of a hearer: and cherefore he will 
[keep him away tbat day, if it be poffible above all, or elfecaft | 
{bia aflzep, or fteal away the Word by the cares and talk of the 
world, or fome way prevent its operation, and the finners obe- 
dience. 4 2 be Bee . a, oe i 
_ Thisisthefirt Hinderance. =. 
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'§ EC T. VII. : 


2. 8, Ff t alfo are great impediments.to poor finners 
{when they fhould examine and difcover their eftates, 
1. Their Examples hinder much. When an ignorant finner feeth 
all his friends and neighbors do as he doch, and live quietly ‘in 
the fame [tare with himfelf, yea the Rich and Learned as well 
as others, this is an exceeding great temptation to him to pro- 
ceed in his fecurity. 2, Alfothe merry company and pleafant | 
difcourfe of thefe men, doth take away the thoughts of his Spi-)|! 
ritual State, and doth make the underltanding drunk with cheir | 
fenfual delight : fo thacif the Spirit had before put into them | 
any, jealoufi: of themfelves, or any pirpofe to Try themfilves,|. - 
this Jovial company doth foon quench them all, 3..Aifotheir 
concnual difcourfe of nothing but matrers of the world, doth 
damp all thefe. purpofes for fclf-trying, and make them fo: got- 
ten. 4. Their railiogs alfo,. and fcorning at godly pecfons, 1.4 
very great impedimenc to multitudes of Souls, and: poffc flesh: 
them with fuch a prejudice and diflike of the way.tu Heaven, 
| that they fettle refolvedly in the way they. are in. 5. Alfotheir 
| conftanc perfwaftons, alluremeats, threats, &¢. hinder much, 
God doth {carce ever open the eyes of a poor finner, to fee that 


§.7. 


Read on th's 
Subje& Mr. 
Young his 
Books, which 
‘handle it ful- 


ly. ba, 


all isnaught with him,and his way is wiong,but prefenily there 
js & multitude of Satans Apoftles ready to flarter hiti,and dawb, | 
and deveiv., and fetrle him agsin-in the quiet poffcffiun of his 
former Malter. Whar, fay they; do you make a doubt of your | 
Salvation, who have lived fo well, and done nobody harsi, and}. 
been beloved of all? God is merciful : and it fueh ssyeuthall > ° ~ 

not be faved, God help a great many : What do you think: ts § 
become of all your forefathers? and what will become of | 


eee a 
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Luke s3. 24, 
2 Cor.13.5. 
2 Pet.s, 10, 


I King. 25,6 


§.8. 


| all 


- | reftlefs cries till chey haye byought him back : Oa, how many 


to the {nare, but they cannot tcl] how-to bring them out. Oh, |. 


| dacetve you With vain words, for because of thefe things comsmeth 
tthe wrath of God upon the children of difobedience 3 Be not ye 
| therefore partakers with thems. And AG.2.40, Save your felves 


3: B UT che areatelt hinderances are inmens own hearts. 


-{wadeth them to Try themfelves: Or they know not chat there 
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all your friends and neighbours that live as you do? Will they 
fedumose ? Shall none be fived think you, but afew fer: 
precifians ? Come, come, if yehearkentothete Paritan books 
ot P.eachers, they will drive youto defpair hhotidy, or drive you 
out of your wits: they mylt have perpen di fay: they would 
have ai! |:kethemfelves :‘ Are not all men finners ? end did not 
Chrift dyc to favg finners? Never trouble your head with thete 
‘thoughts , but believe and you thalt do well. : — 
Thus do they follow the Soul chat is cfeaping from Satan, with: 


ithoufands have fuch charms kept a fleep in deceit gad fecucity, 
‘tilldeach and Hell have ewaked and betrer informed them! 
‘The Lord calls to the fianer, and telishim , The Gate 1 ftrait; 
the Way i narrow, and few find it : Try and examine Whether 
thon be in the faith or no: give af diligence to make fure sw 
time: ———~———-And the world cries out clean contrary , Never 
doubt . Never trouble your felves with thefe thoughts. —— I 
intrest the finner that is in this Rrait to confider , That it is 
Chrift and not cheir fathers or mothers, or neighbors, or friends 
that malt juige them ac laft; and if Chrift condemn them, thee 
cannot fave them: and therefore common Reafon may tell 
them, that it is not from the words of Ignorant men , but from 
the word of God that they muft ferch their comforts-and hopes 
of Salvation. When Abab wouldenquite smong the multitudes 
of flattering Prophets,it was his death. They can flatter men in- |" 


take the counfel of the Holy Gholt, Epbe/. 5.6, 7. Let no man 


froms this untoward generation, 
‘ 7 : 


SECT.. VIIL © 


z. Some are fo Ignorant thit they know not what 
Self- Examination is, nor what a Minidcr means when be per- 


is 


e- 
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is aoy Neceflity of it ; but think * every man is bound to Believe 
chat God is his Father, and that his @asare pardoned , whether 
itbetrue or talfe; and that it were a great fault to make any 
Qucition of it: Or they donot think that Affurante can be at. 
tained ; or that ehcre is any fuch great. d:ffevence betwikt onc 
manand another; bur chat we are all Chriftians, and therefor: 
need not to trouble our felves any further: Ox at leaft they know 
not wherein the difference lies; nor how to fet upon this fearch- 
ing of their hearts,nor to find out its fecret motions,end to judge 
accordingly. They have as grefs Conceies of that Regeacration 
| which they mult fearch for, a8 Nicodemus hed, Pobn 3. 5. And 
when they fhoald Try whether the Spirit be in them, they are 
like thofe in 44.19. 2. That ksoW not whether there Wert a 
Holy Ghoft ce-be received or no. | 


liewe thas Chrift lovers bins, and sot ro gueftion bis belsef, Cif 


God wil make fucka difference bet wixt men in the life to come, 
and theretore wiil not fearch themf:lves whether they differ 
bere : Though Judgment and Refinre@ion be. in chee Creéd, 
yet they are notin cheir Faith. ud | 

3. Someerefo Dead-hssreed, that they percetve not how 
Geerly ic doth conczrn them, lecus fay what wecinto them, 
a | lay it not to heart, but giveusthe heating, and there's ‘an 
end. eae! 


4 Some sre to pc fiefled with Sclf-love ard Pride, ther thry 
will not fo much as.fulpect.any fach danger to themfelves. Like 


_|aproud Tredetaan who feorns the motion when his friends de- 
firehim tocaft up his Books, beeanfe they are afraid he will 


Break. Asfome fond Parents that havc an over-weening con. 


‘fpeing and trying their tates. 
feacfolthat they (hall find their eltates unfound, thet they dare 


Idreadfut Tryst 


Crg2. 


a. Some are fuch Inf lels that they will not Believe that ever 


fearch into fliem, And yet they dare venture them to 2 more | 
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* Or a Mr. 
Saltmarfh 
‘aith, every 
nan ta bound 
to believe, 
but so man 
to Dueftion 
Wherber he 
believe or no.\— 
P.91,93 And 
this Fath 
(he faith) és 
a being per- 


| | [waded more 
or lefs of Chréfts deve. p94, So that by this Doftrine every man is bound to be- | 


st were only 


(hriftr-commen love bbe mighe thes believe xe jour a Special love to bins is no where 


ceit of their ownChildsen, end cherefore will not believd or Bear | -, 
| any evil ‘of them: fuch «fond Sclf-love doth hinder men from fa. | - 


§- Some are fo guilty thar they dare not try s They are fo : , 
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6. Somé are fo far.in love with their fin, and fo far in diflike 
with the way of God, that they dare not fall on the Tryal of their 
ways, leaft they be forced from the courfe which they love, top 
chac which they loath. « - 

7. Some are fo R:folved already never to change their pre- 
{ent (tate, thac they negle&t Examination as xufelefs thing: Be- 
fore they willturn fo precife and fcek a mew way, when they. 
have lived fo long, and gone fo far, they ‘witl put their E ernal 
| (tate to the venture, come of it what wil].; Aod when a man ts 
| tally refolved to hold on his way, and not-to turn‘ back be it 
| righe or wrong, to what end fhould he enquire whechet be be 
right or no? Nae a | 
8. Molt men are fo taken up with their worldly affairs and are 
| fo bufie in driving che trade of providing for the flefh,thst they 

cannot fet themfelves to che Trying of theic title co Heaver:: 
They have another Kind of happinets in their eye which they are 
purfuing, which will not foffer them to make fure of Heaven. |- 

9. Moft men are fo clogged with a Lazinefs and Slothfuine{s 
. | of Spirit, that they will not be perfwaded to be at the paines of 

an hours Exemination of their own hearts. Icrequireth fome la- 
sour and diligence to accomplith it throughly, and they will 

rather venture all then fet about if. — 
| 10. But ehe molt common and dangerous impediment is thac 
falfe Faith and Hope’commonly. called Prefumption, which 
bears up the hearts of the molt of the world, and fo keeps them 
from {ufpetting their danger. eA | 

Thus you fee what abundance of difficuleies muft be overcome 
before a man can clofely fet upon the Examining. of his heart. { 
do but name them for brevity fake. | 
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§. 9» 7 SECT. IX. 2 

Seen tees N D ifaman do break through all thefe impediments,and 
many that do} £ L fet upen the Daty, yet affurance is not prefently atrained: 
Examine from | Of thofe few who do enquire after Marks and Means of Affu- 
Rrong Affa- rance, and beftow fome pains to learn the difference between the 
rance,& caufe | ound Chriftisn, and che unfound, and look often into their own 
| many to be de. hearts, yet divers are deteiv’d and do mi(carry,efpecially through 
ceived. thele follawing caufes, x. There 


2 Eh 
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1. There is fuch a Confufion and darknefs in the Soul of may 
efpecially of an unregenerace man, that Le can fcarcely tell what 
Jhe doth, or what is io him. As one can hardly fiade any thing in |. 
a hoafe wheré nothing keeps his place, but all is cat on a heap 
rogether ; fois it in the heart where all-things are in diforder, «- 
(pecially when darknefs is added to this diforder ; fo thac the 
heart 1s like an obfcure Cave or Dungeon, where there is but a 
Mile crevife of light, and 2 mao mult rather grope then fee. No 
wonder if men miftake in {earching fuch a heart, and fo mifcar- 
ry in judging of their eftates. 7 | | 

2. And the rather becanfe moft men do accuftom themfelves 
to be ftrangersat home, and are little taken up with obferving | 
the temper and motions of their own hearts: All their ftudies are 
imployed without them, and they are no where Icfs acquainted 
then in their own brefts. | 

3. Befides many come to the work with foreftalliag conclu- 

. {fions: They are refolved what to judge before they Try : They 
ufe the duty but to {trengthen their prefent conceits of them- 
felves, and not to find out the truth of their conditions Like a 
bribed Judge, who examines cach party as ifhe would Judge 
uprightly , when he is refolved which way the caufe, thall go 
before haad.Or as perverfe difputers, who argue only to maintain 
their prefent opinions, rather then to try thofe opinions whether 
they are right gr wrong. Jult fodomen examine their hearts. 

4. Alfo men are partiel in their own Caufe: They are ready 
to think their great fias fmall, and their {mall fins to be none: 
{their gifce of nature to be the work of Grace, and their giftso 
common grace, to be the {pectal grace of the Saints. They are 
ftraightwaysready tofay, All thefe bave I kept from my youth: | Mat.19,20. 
And | am-rich andincreafed, 6. Rev.3.17. The fict common ae 
excellency that chey meet with in themfelver,toth fo dezie their 
eyees that they are prefently {atisfied that all is well, and look no 

er. ; 7 
5# Befides, molt men do fearch but by the. halves, If ie will 
not cafily & quickly be done, they are difcouraged, and leayeoff.| 
Few fettoit and follow it, as befeemsthem inaworkoffuch} 
moment. He mutt give all diligence that means to make furey | - 

_ 6, Alfomen try themftlves by falfe Marks and Roles: not 

knowing wherein the truth of Chriftianity doth confilt; fome 

Ggg 3 ~——- Jookiog }. 
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leoking beyond, and fome fhort of the Seriprure Rendard. 
7. Moreover there is fo greet likenefs betwixt the loweft de- 
pree of fpecial grate, and the higheft degree. of Common Grete, 
chatirismo wonder if the anskilful be misken. Ie isa ereat 
Qucftion, whether the main difference between fpecial grace 
arid common, be not rather gradual, then fpeciie:l: H it fhoutd: 
be fo_( as fome think ) then the difcovery will be mach more 
difficult.. However to difcern by what principle our aff Aion 
are moved, and to what ends, and with what ffaceriry, is not 
very eafie; there being fo many wrong Bats and morives which 
may excite the like Axts, Every prace iathe Sales huh its comm- 
terfeit inthe Hypocrite oe | 
8, Alfo men ufe to Try chemielves by unite Matks< either 
looking for a high degree of grace inead-of a lower degree im 
fincerity, as many doubtiog Chriftians -do;' or effe enquiring. 
only into their catward Actions ; or intotheirinward Affc&i- 
ons without their ends, moive aad other trniifications: The | 
| fate evidences ate Faith, Love, &c. chat are tial parts of ovr | 
Chrifianity, and that lie neeref to the-heatt, . « 
gg» Lafily, Men frequently mifcarty in rhs worky ficting ons 
- {it in thetr own ftrength. As fome expe® the Spirit fhould do it | 
without them, fo others attempt te themfdes without fecking 
or expeCting the hefpof tho Sprric: bothy cite wif certainty 
mifewry in ther Affareree. Mov far che Spirits ATPtance is 
neceflary is fhewed before, and the {everal AAS Which 2 atult 
performs for Us = | 


SECT. X. | 


ag st Canfes ofidoabting atnong Chrdtiar. 
Becaufe the Comfort ‘of a Chriftians life deth fo mach 

cor fit in his Affurance of Gods Special Love , and beewufe the | 
right way of obtaining it is fo much controverted of Ite, I wit 
here proceed 2 little further in opening to you fome orkecCHin- 
derances which keep true Chritiens fromComforrable Certain- 
ty, befi tes the forementioned Errers in the Work of Exemitia 
tions Though I would:{till have you remember and be fenfiole, 
That rhe neglect or flighty perfermznce of that great duty, and 
86 following on the fearch with Seriou{nef and Conflancy, hs 
the 
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uke molt common Hinderance, for ought I have yet found. 
I faali add now thefe Ten more, which I fiod very ordinery 


Impediments, and therefore defice Chriltians more carefully to | 


Confider and Beware of them. en 
I, Oae Common snd great Canfe of denbting and uncertain- 


ty, is, The weaknefs and {mall mesfure of our Graces. A litle} 
Grace is next to None. Sovall things are hardly difcerned. He |. 


dant will fre a {mail needic, a hair, amote, or atome, muft have 
clear light and good eyes: But houfes, and Towns, and Moun- 


| caing are esfily difeemed. Molt Chriftians content themédves | 


ovith a {axall ancafarc of Grace, and do not follow onto {pixtual 


Strength and manhood. They Believe fo weakly, and Love God | . 
{o little that they can {carce fad whether they Bilieve and Love |. 


at all. Likea man ina {weun, whofe pulfe and beeething is fo 
wok and ebfeurc, that-it can hardly be perceived whether they 


‘mows at alland confequently, whether the aran be slive or dead. 


_ The chief Remedy for fuch would be, To follow on their da- 
ty eill sheir Graces be inereaféd: Pay your work: Wait upon 


God in the ule of his prederibed means, and he will uodoabredly | 
_ | bleds poss with Ineveafe aud Strength. Oh thar (Chriftians would | - 


beftow moft of that rime in getting mere Graee, which they be- 
tow in Anxious doubtings, whether they have amy or none: 
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Reweedy. 


And that they would ley out thoféSerious Affcctions in Praying, | | 


and feeking to Ghrift for more Grace, which they beltow in 
fruiclefs Complains: of their fuppofed Gracelefnefs:! I befeech 
thee, Chriftian, take this advice as from God : «And chen, when 
then Believe ftrongly, and Lovett fervently, thaw cantt not 
doube whether thou do Believe and Love or not : No more thea 
a man that is burning hot can doubs whether he be warm ; of 
a man chat is Rrong and lofty can doubt whether he be alive. 
Strong Affetions will make you feel them. Who loveth his 


friend, or wite, or child, or soy thing @rongly, snd doth not | 
know it? A great meafore of Grace is feldom donbted of : Or | 


if it be, you may quickly find when you feck and try. 


2. A Nother Cenfe of uncomfortable living is, Thet Chriftians 
look more at theis prefent Caufe of Comfort or Dif- 


comfort | 


as 


SECT.XI + es 
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comfort, thert they do at chrir Future Happinef, and the way to 
attain it. They look sfer Signs which may tell them what they 
are, more then they doat Precepts which tell tham what they 


‘fliould do. They are very defirous to know whether they are 


Juft:fied and beloved or not ; but they do riot think what eourfe 
they. fhould take to be Juftified, ifthey benot. As if theirpre- 
{ent Cafe mult needs bz their Everlafting Cafe; andif they be 


! mow unpardoned, there weré no Remcdy. Why 1 befeech thee 


confider this, Ob doubting Soul: What if all wereas bid 4s 
thou doft fear? arid none of thy fias were yzt pardoned ? Is 
not the Remedy at hand ? May-not all this be done in a moment? 
Doft thou'not know that chou maylt hive Chrift and pardon 


‘| when ever thou wilt? Call not this a loofe or range doctrine. 


Chrift is willing if thou be willing, He offéreth bimfelf and ait 
his benc fics to thée : He prefleth them onthee, and urgeth thee 


not fo much |to accept them: He will condemn thee and deftroy thee if thou 
| wile not accept them. Why doft thou therefore-ftand whining 


and complaining that thou art ‘not. Pardoned and Adopted , 
when thou fhould{t take,chem being offered thee? Were he 
aot mad thit woyld lie Weeping and wringing: his hands, be- 
caufe hé is not pardoned, when his Prince tends by all the while 
offering him.a pardon, and intreating, and chreatning,. and per- 
{wading,and correcting him, zd sll to oeke him take it ? What 
would you fay co fuch a man? Would you. not chide bim for 
sis folly, dnd fay, Jf thou wonld{t hsve Pardonand Life, why 
doft thou not take ic ? Why then do you not fay the like to your 
felves ? Know ye not that Pardon and Adoption are offered you 
only on the.Condition of your Believing? And this Believing is 


-| nothing elfe but the Accepzing of Chrilt for thy Lord and Se- | - 


© viour, as he is offered to thee with his benefics in the Gotpel s 
© And this Accepting is principally (if not only) the Act of thy 
“Will. Sothatif thon be willing to have Chrilt upon his own 


z  ' | rerms,that is,to Save and Ruld thee, then thou art a Believer : 
(A Cbrift,. then 


“ Thy willingnefs is thy Faith. And ifthou hive Faith,thon faft 


‘the fureft of all Evidences, Jutifying Fairhis not thy Perfwafi- | : 


on of Gods fpecial Love to thee, or of thy Jultfication ; but thy 
Accepting Chriftto make thee Jultend Lovely. It may be thou 


wilt |; 


‘Imakes thee walk fo fadly as 


to {pend fo amch time in doubting whether we have Chrilt and 
Faith of no. | 7 i 7 
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Chrift and his benefits. Why, are chon willing to have them on 
the forementioned Condition ?.or art thou nor ? If chou be Will- 


ing, thou haft him: Thy Accepting is thy Believing: To 4s many |. 


as Receive bis (that is, Accept him) to thems he gives power to bc- 
come the Sons of God, ewen to them that Believe on his Name, 
Job.1.12. But tf theu art not Willing, why doft thou Complain ? 
Methinks the tongue fhould follow the bent of the heart or Will ; 
And they that would not have Chrift, fhould be {paaking again{t 
him, at leaft againft his Laws and Ways, and not complaining be- 
caufe they do not enjoy him.. Doft thou groan and make fuch 


405 | 


moan for want of that which chou woaldft not have? If indeed | 


thou wouldft not have Chrift for thy King and Saviour, then have.| 


Inothing to fay but to perfwade thee to be Willing. Is it not 
madnefs then to lie complaihing thac we have not Chrift, when we 


may have him if we will? If thou have him not, take him, and | 


ceafe thy complaints: Thou canft not be fo forward and willing 
ashe is: And if He be Willing, and thou be Willing, who thall 
break the Match? I will not fay as Mr Sa/tmarji molt horridly. 
doth, That we ought no more to Queftion our Faith, which ts our 
farft arid foundation Grace, then we ought to Qnpeltion Chrift the 
Foundation of out Faich. But this I fay, Thae.ic were amore wile 
and dire¢ct courfe to Accept Chrift offered (which is Believing) then 


Affurance for the Joy that fomerime yani.. 
Joy a sccompant 


Flowings of 
Chrifts 
Blood, re. 
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they.wanted Affurante it felf. Dottor Sibbs faith well, Tha 2s 
“we cannot have Grace but by che work of the Spirit, fo mit chere 
be a furcher AG co make us Know that we have chat Grace; and 
when we Know we have Grace, yet muft there be a further A@ 
of che Spirit to. give us Comfort. in chat Knowkdg. Some Know- 
ledg or Alfarance of our Regenerate and Juftificd Eftace che Spirit 
gives more ordinarily ; buc chat fenitbl: Joy ts more feldom and 
extraordinary. We have caufe enough to keep off doubtings and 
diftre(s of fpirit, upon the bare fight of ourEvidences, though we do 
not fed any further Joys. This thefe complaining Souls umder- 
ftand not; and therefore though they cantor deny their willrig- 
nefs to have Chrift, nor many other the like Graces, which are in- 
fallible Signs of their Juftification and Adoption, yet becaafe they | 
do noc feel cheir (pirits replenifhed with-comforts, they throw a- | | 
way all,as if chey had nothing. As if a Child fhould no longer take 
him(clf for a fon, chen he fees che (miles of his Fathers face, or-hear- 
eth the comfortable expreffions of his mouth: And as if the Father 
did cea’e to be aFather when ever he ceafeth thdfe {miles and 
{peeches. . : 


| Mr P2u! Bayne 
L think one ,of 
the h licft, 
choiceft men 
that ever Enge 
land bred, yet 
deferibeth the 
temper of his 
(pirit thus 5 J 
thank Ged ia 
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| 4. AN yet further is the trouble of thefe poor Souls increafed, 
Inwarchfule | 4 Kin that They know not the ordinary way of Gods con- 
nefs and dii- | veying thefe expected Comforts. When they hear that they are 
| gence we —_| the free gifts of the Spirit, they prefently conceive themfclves to be 
irae she mecrly pafftve therein, and that they have nothing to do but to 
then in idle | Wait when.God will beftow them: Not underftanding,, that 
complaining ; | thoagh thefe Comforts are Spiritual, yet are they Rational; raifed 
Our Care: | wpom the Underftandings apprehenfion of the Excellency of God 
therefore- | aut Happinefs, and of our Incereft in him; and bythe rolling of 
poe ‘this bleffed Objet in our frequent Meditations. The Spirit doth 
erence of a. }2dvance and hot deftroy our Reafon: Ie deth-retifieit, and then 
good eftate, & | ufe it as its ordinary inftrument for the canveyance of things to our 
then tokeep | Affections, and exciting them accordingly ; and not lay it gfide, 
seas and Affect us without tt. Therefore our’ Joys are raifed dgfeour- 
ci, Preface | Awely ; aad the Spirit fir’ revealeth our Canfe of Joy, and then 
ro Souls Con- | helpeth vs to. Rejoyce upomthofe. revealed grounds : So chat ‘he 
- Hit, | who Rejoyeeth pronadedly, knoweth why le'Rejoycerh is ol 
. $$$ $$$___—— . : ea is oo 
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rily. “Now thefe miftakeri Obriftians lie waiting when the S 


and Inbour not to excite their own Affections ; Nay:while they 
Reafon againft the Comforts ‘which they wait for. Thefe men 
muft be caught to know, that the matter of their Comfort is in the 
Promifes, and thence they muft fetch it as oft as they expect it : 
And thac if they fer chemfelves dayly and diligently to Meditate cf 
the Truth of thofe Promifes, and of the rare excellency contained 
in chem,and. of their own title chereto, in thig way they may expect 
che Sprrits affiftance for the raifing of holy Comfort in their Souls. 
But if they lie {till bewailing their want of Joy, while the full and 
free Promifes lie by chem, and never take them, and rip them up, 
and look into them, and apply them to their hearts by Serious Me- 


| ditation, They may complain for want of Comfort long enough 


before they have it, in Gods ordinary way of conveyance. God 
worketh upon Men as Men, .as Reafonable Creatures: The Joy of 
the Promifes,and the Joy of the Holy Ghoft, are one Joy. - 

And thofe Seducers who in their Ignorance mif-guide poor Souls 


authors of them themfelves, nor co raife up their own hearts by 


Argumentative means, telling them, that {uch Comforts ate but |. 
hammered by themfelves, and noc the genuine Comforts of the | - 


Spirit. How contraty is this to the doctrine of Chrift? - 


eg eee eee ee a ee eer ee eee 
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a 


5° Nother Cane of che-trouble of their Souls is, Their expect- 

| ing a greater meafure of Affurance then God doth ufually 
beftaw upon his people. Molt think, as long as they have any 
doubcing they-have no Affurance: They confider not that there are 
many degrees of Infallible Certainty Below a perfect or an on- 
doubting Certainty. They muft know, that while they are here 


‘ they (hall Know buc in part: They thail be imperfect in their 


_ | Knowledg of Scriprure,which is their Rule in Trying ; and imper- 


| to ftuy the flomack , till the King of Saints with all his fricnds [i 


{Simonds Deferted Sol, pag.so7. Hhh 2 fe = 


‘© ri¢doth eaft in thefe Comforts mto their hearts, while they fit fei } 
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in this point, do exceedingly wrong them: while thcy perf{wade i | 
them fo to expect their comforts from the Spirit, as not to be any |' 


\ 
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daven together. |’ 


The Saints everlafting Re/t. 


"| feet in the .Knowledg of their own obfcure deceitful-hearts. Some |: 
frangenefs to God and themf(clves there. wil! ftill remain : Same | 
darknefs will over-fpread the face: of, their Souls : Same Unbbclief |: 
will be making head againft .their Faith : And fome of their grie- } 
vings of che Spiric will beGricying themfelves and making a breach | 
in their Peace and Joy. Yet.as long es their Faith is prevailing, 
and cheic Aflurance doth tread down and fabdue. their Doubtings,: 
though not quite expel chem, they. may «walk in Comfort, and | 
| maintain their Peace. But as long gs they are refolved to’ lic down |. 
in forrow till their Affurance be perfect, their days on Earth mnift | 


6.15. SECT. XY." 
So fome 

3 | think they 

| are Gods peo- 
j 


ple, becaufe 


6. 4 Gain, many a Soul lies long in trouble, by taking up their 
A Combats: in che beginning upon unfound or uncertain 
grounds, This may be the cafe ofa gracious Soul, who hath better 
grounds, and doth not fee them: And then when they grow to 
raore ripenefs of a come to fiad out the infufii- | 
ciency of their former grounds of Comfore, chey caft.away their} - 
ba 4Comfort wholy, when they fhould only. caft away their rotten 
i- | props of it, and {earch for berter to fupporc ic with. Asif their | 
Comfort and cheir Safety were both of a nature, and both buds on 
‘the fame Foundation, they conclude againit their.Safety, becanfe 
they have difcovered the miftake of their former Goinforrs.. And 
there are many much applauded Books and Teachers of late who | 
further the delufion of poor Souls in this poinr, and make them be- 
lieve, chat becaufe their former Comforts were too Legal, and their 
perfwafions of their good eftate were ill grounded, therefore them- 
felves were under the Covenant af Works only, and their {piricual 
condition as unfound as cheir Corhforts: Thefe men obferve nor, 
That while chey deny usthe ufe of Marks co know our own-{tare, 
yet they make ufe of them chem(elves to know the ftaces.of orbers : 
Yea and of falfe and infafficient Marks too. For co-argue from 


on; and when 
they change 
‘ghey opinion 
they change 
their com- 
fort. Some 
that conld 
have no cow 
fort while 
they Were a 
mone thrOr- 
shodos, a8 ! 
foom as they | the Motive of our perlwation of a good eftate,'to. the goodnefs: or 
baveturned | 5 oo, 7 rt 2. a 
to {uch or fash a Set ave comfort ix abundance ; partly throughSatans delufior; 
| and partly becan{e they think their change in Opinion bath fet them right with 
| God, and therefore they rejoyce. So meany Hypecrises,whofe Religion lieth osly is 
inthesr Opinions, have their Comfort alfa onl ythene. ade 
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Cy 
dnefs of that eftate,' is no found arguing + Te followeth not that | . 
ve nerate, becaufe he judged himfelf regenerate upon |)“ 
wrong grounds. -For perhaps he mighic haye bert lt screoy and | 
‘not know it; or elfe not know which were good and which bad. 
Safety andComfort ftand not wo on the fame bottom. Bad 
prounds do prove the Affurance bad ‘which was built upon them , 
| but not always the Bftate bad. Thefe Teachers do but tofs poor |: 
Sonls up and down as the waves of the Sea, making them pelieve |: 
chat rheir Eftate is alrered as oft as their conceits of it alter. Alas, | 
few Chriftians do come to know either what are folid grounds of 
/Comfort, or whether they have any fuch grounds es in the | 
infancy of Chriftianity. But as an Infanc hath life before he know- 
ethit, and as be hath mifapprehenfions. of himfelf and moft other 


Errors or Herefies: They took dp the Truth in the beginning upon 
_ feither falfe or doubtful grounds ; and then ns bia ph ht os 
overthrown of fhaken, they think the do€trine is alfo overthrown, | -- 
and fo they let go both together ; as if None had folid Arguments, | 
beeaufe They had not; ox none could manege them better then 
They. Even fo when they perceive that theit A nts for their | 
goo! eftace-were orifonnd, they think that their Eftace omit needs 
as onfound. | | “3 


| eG SECT. XVE - a 
re Oreover, many a Soal fyeth long under doubting, Through 
M the great Imperfeétion of their very Reafon, a exceed- 
ing weaknefs of their natural parts. Grace doth ufually racher 
‘| Sam onr parts to their molt neceffary ufe, and imploy our facalties | 
| omberter Objects, then add to the degree of cheir natural {trength.. 
. Many honeft hearts have fuch weak heads, chat they know not how 
to:perform the work of -Self-Tryal: They are not able rationally 
to argue the Cafe :. They will acknowledg the Premifes,. and. yeo 
po _..._—«—«xBhA3° (ery 
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them, and as intolerably peevifh, jand tender of their own reputa- | 


they are not perfwaded te arife With all their might againft the Lords enemies, | 
but do his work nephigensly Which is an accurfed thing, jor this Ged cafteth thens 
bpon fare ftraits. Simmonds Deferted Soml,cre. pig. 521.522. ) 
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deny the apparent Conclufion: Or if chey be brought to'acknow- 

! they do but fluchtace and ftagger in their | 
conceffion, and: hold it fo weakly, chat every affmle may cake it | 
From: thems If God do not fome other way fupply to thefe men 
and (etked Peace. © 


* " secrxvinp oo, 7. . | 
8; A Nother great:and too common Canfe of Doubting and 
_ £%- Dilcomfort,is, The fecret maincaining of forme known fin. 
When a oian liveck in fome ee and God | - 
hath oft touched him for it ,andConfeience i gafted and yet he con- 
tinueth it ; Ic is no wonder if ehisparfon wane both Affurance 
and Comfora One would chink thaéx Sonl ‘that’ figtl under the | 
fears of Wrarh,andus fo-tender as‘to-tremble and eomplaih, fHould 
ibe.as tender of finning, and {carcelly adventure upor the appearance |: 
of evil:. And:yee. fad: experience: celleth ts that: it’isftéquenrly o- 
Yherwife: I have known cdo teainyifach, that Would complain ahd 
yet fin, aod aconfe themfelves; atnd yet {in fill, yea and depair, and 
‘yet propeed. inifinning sand all‘Arguments and means could not 
keep.them from the wilful committing of shat fin agai and again, 
‘which yet theyidid. chink themfelves ‘would prove’ cheit de(tractt- 
on. Yea fdnie.will be carryed away wich’ thofe fms which feem 
moft contrary te thea dejected temper. “Thave kriown them thar 
would fill mens earo with the conftant lamentations of their mifera- |: 
ble fave;and defpairing ateufations agamft chemfelves,as if they had. 
been the moft humble people in the world ; and yet be as paffion. | 
ate in che maintaining their innocency when another accufeth |' 


tion in any thing they are blamed for, as if they were the proudeft | 
rfons i ia till denying or. exreomating: every dilgraceful | 


27 his. cherithin of fin doth hinder Affurancé thefe four ways, 
t. Jtidoth abate the degree of our Graces, and{o makes them more 
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undifcernable. -2. Ie obfcureth that which it deftroyeth not’; for 
it beareth fuch fway, that Grace is not in Action, nor feen to ftir, 
nor fcarce heard {peak for the noife of this ion. 3. It pnt- 
eth out or dimmmeth the eye of. the Soul, that it cannot fee its owns 
condition ; and ic benummeth and ftupificth char he cannot feel 
its own cafe. 4. But efpecially ic provoketh God to'withdraw 
himfelf, his Comforesand che Affiftance of the Spire, wiehout 
which we may feareh long enough before wehave Affurancei God 
hath made a feparation betwixt Sm and Peace ::.F wie they may 
confift rogerher in remiS degrees ; «yer Co-mucl as Sih prevailech 
m the Soul, fo much wil che Peace of that’Soul be defective. <iAg 
{tong as thou dof favoar or cherifh'thy Pride‘and Self-eRcem, chy 
afpiring projets and love of the world, thy fecret hits and pléafi 
the defises of the flefh, or any the like unchretian ptacile, thon ex- 
pectelt Aflurance and Comfort in Vain: : Gad will hor’ encourage 
thee by! his precious gifts. i a:coarfe of (inning. Fhe worsi will 
‘be crawling and gnawing ppen chy Confeienee t Te will be a'ftee2 
‘jing, devouring canker: to thy Confoktions.: Thott -thayft fteal 4 
{park of falfe comfort from thy worldly 40k ih be delighey’s"or 
thou hewe ic from dome falls Opieings; or frotti ee dehifions 
of Satan’: But from God titou:wite have 43 note Comiforr; ‘then 
chou makelt Confeience of Giming. (However ati Attinomian tay 
tell thee, That thy Comforts have.no.fiich dependaicé wpdn thy 
Obedience,nor thy difcomforts upon thy difobtdience.; and there- 
fore may {peak as much Peace to thee ay'the cour{é of thy fining as 
is diy ak condciocable walking, yet how flac find by experience 
‘that God will not do fo. Ifany man {et up-Lis- Idols in his Heart; 
.and .put the Rumbling block ‘of- hig iniguiry before his face, and 
cometh to a Minifter or to God toenquire for Afurance and Com- 
‘fore,God willAnfwer that-man by himfelf;and m ftéad of eomfort- 
ing him, he will {er his Pace agam& hius, Ke Will: As/wer him Ac- 
\caurding £0 she. meslsitiade of bis Kdels Riekd Evek.14:3,4:5;657:8,9 
py eo 2 ee re ee Neo ae ee ee eee 


ax ra be too bold with fi,i-e.' Dr Sibbs, Souls Conptitl; Preface. 
SECF. X¥IIL 3 Sane i” 
Qe 


rance and Comfort, is; W Hen men ero 


— ee re cee ee ee eee 


| Some Weuld | 
tter the: come 


| mit ting of 3 
neh grofs fin tof | 


‘wos foenk peace 0 it ill st:be hui tdd.’ God veil let bis beff tbildren 


Nother very-great and corbin Caule ‘6f waht'of Atta) §. 18: 
: sd kasy is the {piri- 
so Otel 


have meng} 


be prefently | 
comfortable, 
and believe, | 
without 
bumbling 
themfelves 
at all. Indeed 
when We are 
once in 
Chrift , We 
ought not to 
gueftion onr 
fiate in bina, 
oc. But yer 
aguiity con- 
ference Will 
be clamorous ' 
and fall of 
Objettsons, 
dnd God will 
know What it 


>» 


The Saints everlafting Reft. 


tual part of duty,and keep not up theit Graces in conftant and lively 
Action. As Dr Sébbs faith truly, Icis the lazy Chriftian commonly 
that lackech Affurance.The way of painful duty is che way of fulleft 
Comfort. Chrift carryeth all our Comforts in his hand: If we are 
oye of chac way where Chrift is to be met, we are out of che way 
where Comfort is to be had. 7 

. Thefe three ways doth this Lazinefs debar us of our Comforts. 
1. By topping the Pountaln, and caufing Chrift co withhold 


_| this bleffing from us. Parents ufe not to fmile upon children in cheir 


ects and difobedience: So far as.thie Spirie is Grieved, he will 


* | fulpend his Confolations. . Affurance and Peace are Chrift’s great 


Engouragements to faithfulnefs and, obedience: Aod cherefore 
(though our Obedience,do not Merit chem, yee) chey ofually rife 
| and fall with our Diligence in duty. They chac have entertained 
_ | che Antinomisn domges to cover. their Idledefs and Vicioufnefs, 
_ | may talk cheir von- fence againft chis at pleafure; but che laborious 
Chriftian knows it by experience... As prayer muft have Faith and 

ale procure its {uccefs,befides the Bloodfhed and Intercef-. 
fion of Chrift, (fam.5.15,16.) fo mutt all other parts of our Obe- 


| dience. He ehat will fay to usin that. Triamphing day, #cl/ Dexe 
| Good and Faithful Servant, Oc. Enter thon into the Fey of rs | 


| Lord! Will.alfo dap his Servants upon the back in theit moft 
_| féctionate and Spiritual Duties, and fay, Done Good und F aith- 
. | fal Servant,take this Fore-tafte of thy Everlafting foy. If thou 
| grow feldom and cuftomary, and cold in Duty, efpecially in thy 
ae Prayers to God, and yet findeft no abatement inthy Joys, I 


| cannot but fear, that thy Joys are either Carnal or Diabolical. 


| 2. “ Grace is never appasent and fenfible to che Soul but while 
it ss in Ation : Thefefore want of Adtion mutt needs canle want 
of Affurance : ‘Habits are not fele immediately, but by the freenefs 
and facility of cheir Acts: Of che very Being of the Sout it {elf,no- 
thing is fele or perceived (if ay mate Be) but-only its A@s, The 
(fire chat lyeth ftill in the flint is neither {een nor felt; but when 
you {mice it,and force it into A@t, ie is eafily difcemed. The greateft 
Action doth force the greateft Obfervation ; whereas the dead ot 
J unactive are not remembred or taken notice of. Thofe that ‘have. 
long lain {till in their gravesate out of mens thoughts as well as 
their fight ; but chofe that walk their ftreets,and bear Rale among 
| them, are noted by all. Ic iso with our Graces. That you = a 
| Habit 


7 ther thou fave thefe Graces or noe As Dottor Sibbs obferveth, 


once the Hare betakes him {elf to his Iegges, and the bird to’her |" 


_-}asturally briog Coafolation with it. .The very Act ot Loving 
| God in Chrift doth: bring unexpreffible fweetnefs with it into 
| the Soul. The Soyl chat is belt furnifhed with Grace, when it 


| Lueift, the melody ismoft delightful. * Some degree of comfort 
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Habit of Love or Faith, youcan nootherwife kaow but as a] 
“| confequence by reafoning: but that you may have the Acts yor 
may kaow by Feeling. If you (ce a man Lie (till in che way what 
| will you do to kaow whether he ‘be ‘druak, or ina {woon, or 
[dead 2 Will younot ftir him or {peak to him, to fee wherher he 
‘| can go? Or feel his palfe, or obferve his breath 2 Knowing thac 
!] wherethere is life their is fome kind of motion ? IJ earneftly be- 
{eech thee, Chriftian, obferve and practife this excellent Rule: 
Thou now knowelt noc whether thou have Repentance, or 
Faith,oc Love,or joy : Why be more in the AGing of thele, and 
{chou wile eafily know its Draw forth an Odject for Godly for- 
row,or Faith,orLove,or Joy ; and lay thy heart flat unto:t, and 
take paips to provoke it into {uitableaCicn ; and chen {ee whe- 


we 


Sonts Con- 
fice . pag: 
480, 481. 


There sa fomtimes Griefe for fin in us When We thixk theres none: 
it wants but ftic ing up by fome quickening word: The hike he 
faith, of Love ;. and may be faid of every other Grace. 
You may go feeking for the Hare or Partridge many hours, 
| and never fiod chem while they lie clofe and ftir not, but when 


wings, then you fee them paefcatly. So long as a Chriftisn hath 
his Graces in lively A@ion,fo lang, for the molt part,he is affured 
of th-m.How can you doubt whether you loveGod in the Act of 
Loving ? O. whetker you btliave in the very Act of Believing ? 
Aftherefore you would be affured whether chis Sacred Fire be | 
kindled in your hearts, blow it up; get itintoa fl.me, andthen | 
on will know,: Belicye till you feelthat youdo believe; and 
ove till you feel shat you love. ee hee en ae 
_ 3+. The Action of the Soul upon fuch ¢xcellent Obiedts; doth 


Men experi- 
mentally feel 
that comfort 
in doing thas 
which belongs 
unto them , 
which before 
they longed 
for, and went 
withour, Dr 
Sibbs Souls 
Conflict. pag. 


isnotin Aion, islikea Lute well ftring’d’ and tan‘d, “which 
while it lieth (till doth make.no more Mufick thea a common 
piece of wood ; but wher it is tskcn up and handled by .a-skilfal 


(faith that comfortable Door) fodowes.every good eAtlion, as 
beat accompanies fire, and as beams and infinences. sffue from: the : 
Sun, whichis {o true, that very heathens apon the difcharge: a Picceaes | 

| oC 1 a ~ of Souls Confid 


| Tito: 


ee 
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- | of agoad Confcience have found comfort and peace an(wer- 
| able Hi Fhis is Pra wines ange Praminmm, a Reward before the Re- 


Asa man therefore that is cold fhould not fend Rili and fay, 
am (0 cold that I hawe mo msinde to Labawr, bur labour fll his 
coldnefs be gone, and heat excited : So he thae.wants aflurance 
of the truth of his graces, and che combort.of Affurance , 
mult not (tand Rill and fay, J am fo doubtful and uncemfortable 
| that I bave no winds ta duty; but ply hisduty, and excecity his 
Graces , tile finde kis Doubts and DAcomforts to woith. 


SECT. XIX. 


I os | : ae 
a ius OF Ally other ot Jinary Nurfe of Doubtings and Difcom- 
fi timept dee fort , is, The prevailing of Mclagebolly in the body; 


pp siege ear’ whereby the brain ig continually cronbled and darkened, the 
pote fecuin Fancy hindeged, and Reafoa perverted by che diftempering of 
‘portans; Asima | its ialtrumencs, and the Soul is Rill clad in mourning weeds. It 
enim cftinvolu- | ig 00 More wonder for a Confciencious ‘min chat ts overcome 
: soi caligive with Melancholly to doubt, and fear, and defpair, then itis for-a 
pee fer fick man to groan, or achild to ery when he is beater. This ts 
quitur corporis:| the cafe wich moft that I have knowa lie long in doubting, and 
paffiones few | diltrefsof Spirit. Wich fome their Melancholly beisg raifed by 
complexiones, | Croffeg or diftemper of body, or fome other oceafiog, doth afcer- 
7 peppy he wards bring in trouble of Conféience as its companion. * With 
quark pariie ‘| others trouble of mind istheir firft rrouste 3 which long hanging 
de Morbo, | onthem, at lalt doch bring the body alfo into a Melancholy ka- 
bit: And then trouble increafeth Melaacholiy, and Metencholly 
again increafeth trouble, and fo round, This is a moft fad and | _ 
| piciful Bate: For as the difeafe of the body is chronicel and 
obftinate, and phy fick doch feldom {ucceed, where it -hath far 
picvaileds fo without the Phyficisn, the labours of the Divine | 
sre ufuajly in vain. You may filence them, but you cannot com. 
fort them: You may gake them oonfefs that they haye fome 
Grace, aad yet cannot bring chem to the comfortable Conchifi 
|] ons. Or if you convince them of fome work of the Spirit opon 
| their fouls, and.a Liule at predent abate their fadnefs, yet asfeon 
_ | as chey are gone home, and Jook again upon their fouls ee 
this 


eee eoeene eT eae 


fachyst, 
_ | Hippocrat. 


_ ‘ at tiene sean tattle GnBibielins Seinitelaamial a Sucdiiconoches . 2 * 
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this perturbing humoor, all your Convincing Arguments are for- : 
gotten, and they are as far from cothfort ssever they were. All 
che good thoughts of their eftate which you can poffidly help 
them to, ere feldem above a day or two old. Ass man that looks. 
a black or blew-ot red giufs, doth thin’ thiegs which he 
‘| fees to be of the fame colour ; and if you would perfwade him 
to tha contrary he will not believe you, but wonder that you. 
thould offer to perfwwade him again® his eye-fight |! Soa Melan-: 
choy man fecs all thiffgs in « fad'srid fearfal plight, becaufe his’ 
Reafon lookerh on then through chis black humour, wich which: 
his brain is darkened and diftempered: Abd as 2 mans eyes; 
whith can fee all things about them, yettannet fee any imper- 
— in theantebves , fois it aloft tmpoffible to make many 
ofchefe men to know that-they are Melancholly. Bat as thofe. 
| who art groubtedwith rheBpbidtes doery out of fome body thar. 
i iyzth: imaey upon thet, wher the difealt is in their own blood. 
—Yend tumors, fothefe poor men ety out of finand the. wrath of 
Geil , wherchs main cafe is in this bodily diftetinper. The 
chict part of the are of thefe men muft' be npon the body , be. 

canfethere is tlic chiet part Gfthd difeefe. ee ee 
And thus I have théwed you the chief cmfes, why fo many 

Chriftians do injoy fo Jittle Affaraace and Confolition. 


| (Containing an Exbortation and Mo- 
tives to Examine. | 

SECT. Y. i - - 

MO aes Aving thus difcoverd the Impediments to Exs | 

FINZNSS mination, I would prefently proceed co direct 

fend you torhe performance of it. Gut thet I am yer 

2 jeslous whether I have fully prevailed wich you 

wills; and whether you ate indeed Refolved.to}. 

| ORPEaWO“S" fet upon the Duty. I have found by long experi: } 
J enca as well ss from Scripture, That the main difficulty lieth in 

a iit __< bringing 


§. 2. 


Motive i, 


Ma’.7.22.6 26. 


27, Ke. 


10 Luk,16,.&c. 


| my Try;. but few willbe brought to {pend an hour in ufing 


= 
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bringing men to be willing, : nto fet themf{clyes ia good earncft: 
to the fearching of their hearts. - a 
Many loveto hear and read of Marks and.figns by which they 


‘them when they bave them. They think they (hould have their 

Doubts refolved as foon as they do but hear‘a minifter pame fT ° 
fome of thefe Signes: and if that would do the work, then 
Affurance would be more common: ‘But when they ate inform- 
ed chat che wo:k lies molt upon cheir.gwn bsads, and what. 
pains it mutt colt them to fearch their hearts, faithfully, then they 


giveupand willgomofuther © =: 5 ' oa, 

~ This is not only the cafe of theungodly , who commonly pe- 
rifh through this neglect’; bue oualcitudes of che godly. thems 
} felves are like Idle Beggars, who will racher make 2 praCfice of 
begging and bewailing their mifery s then they will fet chem- | 
felves to labour. painfully for their relief: So do many {pend 
days and years in fad. complaints anf doubtings, thet will nor be 
| brought ta {pend a few hours in Examination, I intreat all thefe 
perfons , what condition foever chey are of ; to confider the 
weight of thefe following Arguments, which I heve prapound.- 
ed in hope to perfwade themtothisdury., == 


* Be ee. RR , SECT... 


1. “WO. be deceived about your Title to Heaven , is exceed. 
~~ SL ing eafie; and not to be deceived, isexcecding difficult. 
This I-make manifelt toyou.thus. | | 
1. Multitudes that never fufpefted any: falfhood: ia their 
h ares , have yet proved unfound in the day of Tryal; and they 
'|-chat never feared any danger toward them, have perifhed for e 
ver: Yea many chat have been confident of their imtegrity and 
(afety. I (hall adjoyathe proofes of what I fay, in the Margin 
for brevity fake. How muny poor fouls are now in Hell, chat 
licele choughe of comming thither ? and that were wont co de- 
{pife their counfel chat bid chem Try and make {ure ? And to fay,. 
They. made no doubt of their Salvacion 3 - 
ae Yea, and many thee have execiled in worldly wifdom, yet 
have beca befooled in chis great bufinels:: and they that had wit: 


tO 


|, TheSaints everlafting Ref. © + | 417 


nc eS OO CC | 
to deceive theit neighbours, were yet deceived by Satan and | Abitopbel, 
their own hearts. Yea, men of {trongelt headepieces, and pro: | Gebe<i, 

\ foundelt learning, who knew much of the fecrets of Nature, of 
che courfes uf the Planets, and motions of the Spheres, have yer 
been utcerly miftaken intheirown hearts, © ff 
' 3. Yea, Thofe that have lived in the clear light of tbe Gospel, 
and heard the difference between che Righteous and theWicked 
plainly laid open, and many a Mark for Tryal laid down, snd 
and many a Sermon pre@iog them to Examine, and dire@ing 
oe to do it, yet even thefe have been, and dayly ‘are de- 
TCAVECe, ; Ge ie aaa A 
Me Yea, thofe chat have had a whole lif ’g time co meke fure 
ig, and have been told over and over that they had their lives for 
no other end, but co provide for Everlafting Reft, and make fure 

of it, have yet been deceived, and have wafted that life-time in 
foxpafulfectiritys 2” , a | 
-5. Yea, thofe that have Preached againft the’ neglipence of 
others, and prefied them to Try themfelves, and fhewed them’ 
the danger of being miftsken, have yet proved miftaken them- 


’ Fades and the 
‘Tews thac - 
heard Chiift. 


‘ 


Mar 7.220 
Rom. 2.31. 


AVES» ; : 7 
Aad is it nor then time for usto rifle our hearts,and fearch them | * S°F-9: 37» 


to the very quick ? : 


SECT. IIL ee 
2. O be miftaken in this great Point is alfo very Common, §< 3. 
as well as eafie : Socommon that it is the cafe of molt | Afotive 2. 
in the world. In the old world we find of none that were in a- “ 
ay fear of Judgement : and yet how few perfons were not de- 
ceived ? Soin Sodom: Soamong the Jews: And I would it} 
were not foin England! Almoft all men amoagplt us do veiily 
look to be faved : You fhall fcarce fpeak with one of athoufsnd | 
that doth not : And yet Chiift telleth us, That few find the frait 
gate and sarreW way that leads to Life. Do but reckon up the fe- 
_veral forts of men thar are miftaken in thinking they have citle | 
to Heaven, as the Seripture doth enumerate them, and whata nea 
multitude will they prove ! 1.42 that are ignorant of the Fanda- Gai ee 
amsentals of Religion, 2,44 Heretick:,who.maintais falfedofrinesi | Cone. 3. 
agasnft the Foxndation,. or againft the neceffary means of Lifes| Rev,2.6,40- 
: | Tii 3. "ge ART 
a A 


Gal.6.3,4.7° 


Mar 7.4%. 


| 2 Tim.3.54 
James x. 22, 


gts | The Sabet everlaPing Ry. - 

Tieus a.sg. | | 3. Ad that tive in the prattife of grofs fin. 4. Or that love and 
«Cor. 8. 9 & | regard thé frmalleft fin. 5. A that harden themfelves againft 
ai S atee freqnent reproof. Prov. 29.1. 6. All that minde the Flefh more 
p ee "| shén the Spirit. Rom. 8.6. 7.13. Or the World more then God. 
Jamg.4,5. _| Phil.3.18,19.1 John 2.15,16. 7. All that do as the moft do. Luk. 
Hebvrz.1g. | £3.23,24,28- 1 Johng.tg. 8. All that are deriders at the Godly, 
John 3.3. and aifcourage others From the way of God by their reproaches.Pto. 


| very hearts Jet upon Heaven, Mat. 62%. 11, AU that have a 


the more diligently , left we thonld be deceived as well as they 2, 


- | faften them in theit prefent way of death. They will never feek to 


= | when an ingodly man (hould apply the Threatenings, an 


1.23. &¢. 3.34.& 19.29. 9. All that aré unholy: And that neq 
ver Were Regenerate and born anew, 10, All that have hot their 


Forms ef Godlince{s without the Power. 12. And all that love either. 
parents, or Wife, oP children, or Houle or lands, or life, more then 
Chrift. Luk. 14.26. Every on of thefe thac thinketh he hath any 
Title to Heavén, i a8 furely mtftaken as the oh poe is ernie, 

- And if fuch multitudes ate decdived , fhoatd ‘not we ferth. 


$ E CTY t Vv. 


3. IN Gating more datieetous then to be thas Miftéken. ‘The, 
Confequents of it are lamentable and defperate. If the: 
Godly Be miftaken in judging their fateto be wolle then it is, the 
| confequents of this miftake will be wary fad: But if the ungodly | 
be miftaken,the Danger and Mifchief that followeth is nnfpeakeble 

| 1. Ir will exceedingty confirm them jn the fervice of Satan , and: 


| be tecovéted , a$lorig as they think cheir prefene flate may ferve. 
As che Prophet faith, 1.44.20. A deceived heart Will turn them 
afide, that they cannot deliver their own foul, nor fi}, Is there nov 
a lye in my Fight hand ? gee ge | 
2. It willtake away the efficacy of mems'that fhould do them 

|} good: Nay, it will mn the belt mems to cheir hardening. 
| and ruin’. If aman miftake hisbodily difeafe, and think ix to be 
| clean cOfrary co what it is, wifl he not apply contrary remedies 
which will inereafe it ? So when a Chriftian fhould apply che Pro- 
[miles , his miftdke will caufe him to apply the oe and 
| d Terrors 

of the Lord, this miftake of his eftate will make him apply the pro- | - 


mifes 


3. ke will keep ‘can a calves his own fuk 
teictatebe a fad mie of pity-sa every <— men that 
‘| beboldech him , yet will be not be able to ty-himéelt, becanfe 
he kpaweth nos his own milery, Ag J have. oa Pb can lament 7 


| 2 hen of godly Chiltan ls ane the of a easnal wretch, 
fom lamenting hjmfelf, that he fcorns their pity, 
eee they: aoe tal - wer ee 


A&s 4.54 
A@s 22.22. 


ter doth eg righ at when it.cannot pity, it felf pe 
pease “Lee poor Ree 
miftaking cheir Spirit tEr.. ainpots us 
Lau oghing hint whep-his ; Randing triends | 


of ane the worldlt lings with weeping weeping: bar we never read 
of their weeping for them{c 
_— nthey know not of any evil that Was taWwards them, 
give him apy thanks forhis pity or, his tears, 

Se cis: ina cale of greateft. moment, and pherefore miftaking 
a needs be mcf dangerous. If ip werg in. making an ill bargain, 
yer we might repair our lofsin the nexe: Scipiowas wont 7 fey, 
Le Was an xa ecmly abfurd thing in Military 5 s to fay, 

nop thought, or J wae nat aware ; The matter ing. of 

cacti ty Gg el: b ‘be: el iar yo 


a Se as 


Phil. 3.37, 18. 


Luke 19. 


Tarpe ft in re 
Militari dtcere, 
Noa patarem, 


a event ib any colt ns. me bic 
“| will thafe Ne able ul poy ata eo becauferhe mil 
takes of one “nd them th their Eftates, and thé miftakes of the 
other may lofe their lives: Bar miftakes about thee. Souls a 


fahighernature. oe 9 ener: 


- 
ew eee oe angele eg ee Se titciees Si ee. 
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2. If you fhould continue your miftakes till death, there will be 
no cime after to correct them for your recovery. Miftakenow, ard 
you are undone for ever. Men think to fee a man dyé quietly or 
1 comfortably, ts to fee him dye happily : Buc if his comfort 3 
: | from this miftake of his condition, ic is che moft unhappy cafe and 
pittiful fight in the world. To live miftaken in futh a cafe ‘is lamen- 
_| cable, buc to dye miftakeriisdefperate. = 8 = —- oe 

Seeing chien that thé cafe is fo dangerous, what wife man would 
not fellow the fearch &f his heart boch night and day till he were af- 
fured of bis fafety 2 : SOs a" os ae fe Nes 3 


| oe ee SECT. V. 0 0°. Ue 
4. C Onfider how {mall the labour of this duty és in comparifon 
of the forrow which followeth its neglect. A few hours'or 
days work, if it be clofely followed and with good direction , ‘may 
do much ‘to refolve the Queftion. Thete is-no fuch- trouble in 
fearching out heatts, nor any {uch danger as may deter mien from‘it. 
what harm can it do to you to Try or to know ? Ic will take op no 
very long time: Or if it did, yet you have your time ss for 
‘|. that end. One hoar fo fpent wil comfort you more thea many o- 
| therwile.' If you cémmot have while to make fate of heavén? how. 
_| can you have-while roeat,or drigk,or livé? Yout can endure to fol 
low your callings ae Plow, and Cart, and Shop, to toil and fweitt 
from day to day, and year to year in the hardeft labours : -And can- 
| not you endure to fpend afitele time in inquiring what fhall be 
your everlafting ftace ?- What a deal of forrow aid after-complain- 
|\dog might this {inal labour'prevent ?'How many miles travel-be- 
| Gdes the vexation may a Traveller’ {ave by ‘inquiring of the way ? 
| Why weiac a fad cafe are you in, while you live in fach anicertaintyé 
_ | You cart have no tme comfort inany thmg you fée, or hear, - or pof- 
| fefs.. You are not fure to’be an hour ont of Hell. And if you cottie 
thither you will ee the folly of this neglect. No 
| execute will chen pervert Jufti si your Confciénce. If you 
fay, I lictté chought of this day and place; God and‘ Confcience 
may reply, why did’ft chou not think of it? Wait chou not \vamned? | 
Had’ft chou nor cime ? Therefore muft thou perifh becaufe thou 
wouldeft noe-think of it. As the Commander anfwered his Sonldier - 
in Péetarch, when he faid, non volens erravi, {erred Aguinft my 
will; he beat him and replied, #0n volens ponas dato, Thon fhalt be 
punifhed alfoagainft thy will, SECT, 


one 


£10 


§.5. 


eke a ee gre a ee Oey 


.| Temptations to deceive thee , and keep the ignorant of thy danger 


of their undoing; that they. would not be brought to Try their {tare 
in ume, . Andis it. not pity-to think that’ fo many thoufands are 


.| row; and that you had Tryed and Judged your felvcs, chat “a kn 
Exa | 
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: SECT. VI. — 
: jf Bowe myury. Ie is the main {cope of the Devil in all his §. 


till thou feel che everlafting famesupon chy foul: And wilt thou 
joyn with him to deceive thy {clf? If ic werenot by this de- 
ceiving thee, he could not deftroy thee: And if thou do this for 
him, thou doft the greateft part of his work, and are the chief de- 
ftroyer and Devil to chy felf. And hath he deferved fo well of thee, 
and thy felf foill, chat thou fhouldft affift him in fuch a defign as 
thy damnation ? To deceive another is a grievous fin , and {uch as 
perhaps thon wouldft fcorn to be charged with: And yet thou 
thinkeft ic nothing to deceive thy felf. Saith Solomon, Asa mad 
man Whe cafteth fire-brands, arrows and death; So ts the man that 
deceiveth his neighbour,and faith, Am not I in fport 2? Surely then 
he that maketh bat a {port, or a matter of nothing to- deceive his 
own foul, may well be thought a mad man, cafting hre-brands and 
death ac himfelf. /fany man think himfelf tobe fomething when 
he ts nothing, he deceiveth himfelf, faith Paul, Gal. 6. 3. Certain- 
ly among all the mulcitudes that pesith, this.is che commoneft caufe 


| Pro.26, 18:9. 


merrily travelling to deftruction and-do not know it , and all for 
wane Of this diligent fearchy. | oe : 


oa SECR VIL 
6. T HE time is ricer when God will fearch you: Ad that 
will be another kind ef Tryal then this. If itbe bucin chis 


life by the fery tryal of afflictian, tt will make you with again and |. 
again, that you had {pared God that work and your {elves the for- 


§. 7. 


¢ Cor.11. 30 
ede ae 

might have efcaped the Tryaland Judgment of God. He will | 
mine you then as officers do offenders, witha wordandablow:|° - 
and as they would have done by Paw/, Examine him by feourging. | A@s 22. 14 
Te was a terrible voyce to Adams when God calls to him, erie a 
; >Wwrere | 


P) . 
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Duid profucyit 
Du fi futise 
| ¢r6 smflantibus 
| fa minnacentt. 
an probavert, 
om cum lud-x 
Cr:matnts Cone 
Viclun ténealt 
G saaiobrcm mys 
f-mper adChri- 
(tt e-tbsnal 
fi lanus;. gi nos 
wtb ma 5 
op rin demus 
ui tia’ tpfus per. 
Cinkemus pene- 
lune ut aliss, 
(is nobis impc 
nama .Cattrit. 
Ha:mon, vol, 
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§. 3. 


Dan.2,29,46, 


| fore youfleps. - 


| would fain know things to come; efpecially concerning themfelves; 
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Where art thou? hastthou eaten, he? and to Cain when God | . 
asketh him,Where is thy brotber?To have demanded this of bimfclf 

had been eafter. Men think God miadeth their {tate and ways no 
more then they.de thearown, They coxfder net iv their hearts | 
(faith the Lord, Hof-7.2.) that Iremember all ther Yickedne/s. 
now ther ows deings have bafct them about, they are before my 
face. Obwhat a happy preparation would ér be to that loftand | 
great Tryal, f men hed bur chroughty Tryed themfctves, and made 
‘ture work beforerhand 2 When aman doth but foberly arid belie- 
ving chixk of thatday, efpecsally whenhe thal fee the Judgment |- 
fer, whita Joy Su preparation isie, ‘if he cay truly fay, know: the | 
{gncence ‘Shall. pafs on my fides’ I-have: Examined: my felt bythe 
fame Law of Chrift which now matt Judg me, and] have foand |” 
that I any quic from all my guile, and ama ecinais gai in Law | 
already. Oh, Sirs’; if you-knew bat che comfort of {uch a prepa- 

ration, you would fall clofe to the work of Self- Examining yet be- | 


~ 


SECT. VII. 


a | Aftl;, I defire thee to‘Confider, What would be the fweet | 
—« effects of chis Bxamining. If thou-be upright and Godly, it 
will lead thee ftraight toward Affurance of Gods Love: JF thou be |. 
not, though ic will tronble thee at che prefent, ‘yet doth it tend to 

thy happinefs, and will lead thee to Affurance of that happinefs ac. 
length. : 


1. The very Knowledg ic ff is naturally defireable Every man | 


If there weregbook wricten which would tell every man his defti- 
ny, what fhali befall him to his’‘faft breath, how deftrous would: 
reople be co procure it and read it ? How did Nebuchaductcars 
thoughts run on thidgs that after fhould come to pafs? and he- 
worlbipped Daniel, and offered oblations tu-him, becatife he fore- | . 


*° | cold them. . When Chrift had told his Difciples, that one of them. 


’ Mar. 26. 
wiat, 24... 


fohn 4.29... 


\ 


fhonld betray him, how defirous are they to know who it was ? 
though it werea matter of forrow ? How bnfily do they enquire | 


| when Chrifts Predictions (hould come to pafs,. and: what were the 


Signs of -his coming? With. what pladnefs doth the Samaritan | 
woman run into che City, faying, Conse and fee a man that pci 
| to 


——— a ee . . 


> “a 
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told me all that ever I did; though he told her of her faults? When 
| Abaxiah lay fick,how defirous was he to know whether he fhould} _.. 
live or dye? “Dawiel is called aman greatly beloved, therefore God * Kings x 2 
would reveal to him chings thac long after muft come to pafs. And Pa 9-23. 
is it fo defireable a ching co hear Prophecies,and to know what thall |; °°7">!9 
befall us hereafter ? and is it noe thet moft efpecially defireable 
to know what thall befall our Souls? -and what place and ftate we 
muft be in for ever? Why this yon may know, if you will but 
faithfully Try. fs a 

2. But the Comforts of shat Certainty of Salvation whichi this 
Tryal doth conduce toward, are yee far greater: If ever God be- 
ftow this bleffing of Affurance on thee, chow wilt account thy felf 
{ the happieft man on earth,and feel chat it is noca Notjonal or empty. 
mercy: . For r. What fweet thoughts wilt thou have of God ? 
All chac Greatnefs, and Jealoufie, and Juttice which is the terror of | 
others, wilbbe matcer of enéodragementanil Joy to thee: As the 
{fon of a King doth rejoyce in his fathers Magnifiecnce and Power, 
which is che awe of Subjects, and terror of Rebels. When che 
thunder dotistoar, and the lightening flafh,and the earth quake,and | 
the figns of dreadful omnipotency do appear, thou canft fay, All| 
thisis che effect of my Fatherspowet. = cre. 
2. How {weet may every thought of Chrift, and the blood that 
he hath fhed, and the benefits he hath procured, be unto thee who 
haftgoc this Affurance ?Then will che Name of a Saviour be a (weet 
Name ; and the choughes of -his gentle and loving nature, and of 
the gracious’ defiga whieh he hath carried on for ott’ Salvation, 
will be pleafing thoughts: Then willie do thee gootl to view his 
wounds by the eye of faich, and to put thy finger, as it were, into 
his psi when thou eanft call himas Thoma did, Aly Lord, and 
Goa ! - ee cae 

cf Every. paffage alfo in the Word willl then afford chee Comfort: 
How {weet will be the Promifes when thou art fure they are thine } 
own? The Gofpel wil then be Glad Tydings indeed. The very 
‘| tbreatnings will occafion thy Comfort to remember that thou haft 
efcaped them. Then thou wilt cty out with David, O-ow [love 
thy Law ! It ufweeter shen honey ; More precious then gold,oc. 
And as Lather, That thow wile not take'ail the World for ane leaf). 
of the Bible. When chou watt in. chy fin, ’this Book waste thee 
as Micaiah t6 Abad; It never fpoke Good.of thee, but Evil; } 
" Kkk 3 | and 


Se eee 


a 
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and therefore no wonder if then thou didft hate it: But now itis the | . 
Rom.1o.re, | chatter of thy Ever/afting Ref, how welcom will it be to thee ? 
ne'5" | and how beantiful rhe very feet of chofe that bring it ? 
_ 4. Whatbol@hefs and comfort then mayft chou have in prayer ? 
When thou cankt fay Our Father, in full Affurance ; and knoweft 
that chou art welcom and accepted through Chrift, and chat thon 
haft a promife to be heard when ever thon askeft, and knowelt thac 
God is readier to grant thy requefts then thou to move them; With 
what comfortable boldnefs mayft thou-then approach the Throne 
Heb,r0-a2 19 | of Grace ? Efpecially when the cafe is weighty, and thy necefficy 
| great, this Affurauce in prayer will bea {weet priviledg indeed : 
A defpairing Soul that feelech the weight of Sin and Wrath, efpe- 
cially at adying hour, would give a large price to be partaker of 
this Priviledg, ‘and to be fure chat he' might have Pardon and Life 
for the asking for.” -_ | a ae 

5. This Affurance will give the Sacrament a {weet felifh to thy 
Soul, and make tea refrefhing feaftindeed.  —s.,, | : 

6. It will multiply che fweetnefs of every mercy thou receiveft, 
when thou art fure chat all proceeds from Love, and ate-the begin- 
nings and earneft of Everlafting Mercies: Thon wilt then have 
more comfort in a morfel of bread, then the world hath in the 
greatedt abundance of all thing:. : 

7: How comfortably chen mayft thou undergo all Afflitions ? 

“When thou knowelt that he meaneth thee no hurtin it, but hath 
Tee promifed that All fhall work together for thy Good ; when thou 
Pfal Epa d art (ure that he chafteneth thee, becaufe he loveth thee, and fcour- 
Nes geth thee, becaufe thou arta Son whom he will receive, and that 
| out of very faighfulnefs he doth affli@t thee, What a fuppore mot 
, |thisbe to thy heart? and how willie abate the bitternefs of the 
| Cup ? Even the Son of God fitmfelf doth feem to take comfort 
from this Affarance, when he was in a mannet forfaken for our fins; 
and eberefore he cries out,1Zy God,my God,why baft thon forfaken 
me? And even the Prodigal under his guile and mifery doth take 
fome.Comfort in remembring that he hath a Father. | 
8. This Afurance will fweeten to thee the fore-thoughts of 
death, and make chy heart glad to fore-think of that entrance into 
Joy ; whena.man that is uncertain whither he is going, mut 
needs dye with horror. | 
9: Ic will fweeten alfo thy fore-thoughts of Judgment, _— 
, t 
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thou art (ure that it willbe the day of thy abfolution and Coro- 


tion. 
10. Yea the very — of the flames of Hell will adminifter 
matter of Confolation tothee, when thou canft certainly conclude 
thou artfavedfromthem. 3 
11. The fore-thoughts of Heaven alfo willbe more incompara- 
bly enone when thou art certain that it is the place of thine 
Bverlafting abode. 7 | 7 _ 
ya. Te will make ehge exceeding Jively and {trong.in the Work of 
che Lord: With what courage wilt thou run, when thou knowelt 
chow fhalt have the prize ? and fight, when thou knoweft thou fhale 
conquer ? It will make thee always abound inthe work of the 
Lord, whed chou knoweft that thy labour is not in vain. | 
{ 13. Ie willalfo make thee more profitable to others. Thon wilt 
be a moft cheatful encouraget of them front thine own experiences 
Thou wilt be able to refrefh che weary,and to ftrengthen the weak, 
and {peak a word of Comfort in feafon to the troubled Soul: 
Whereas row without Affurance; in ftead of comforting others, 
thou wilt rather have need of fupport thy felf: So that ochers are 
\ofers by thy Uncertainty as well as thy felf. - a ce 
"14, Affarance will put life into all chy AffeCtions ot Graces. 1.It 
will help thee to Repent and mele over thy fins, when thou know- 
eft how dearly God did Love thee whom thou haftabufed. 2. It 


will enflame thy Soul with Love to God, when thou once knowelt 


“{thee. 3. It will ;partia thy defires.after him, when then art once 
(are of thy Intereft in him. 4. It is the moft excellent Fountain of 


Trnft and Confidence in God in the greateft {traits, P/al. 89, 26. 
arid 46.1, 2,3, 8c. 6. Ie wilt fill thy heart with Thankfulnefs., 
. I¢ will raife thee in the high delightful work of Praife, 8. Tc will 
the moft excellent help to 4 Heavenly Mind. 9. It willexceed- 
ingly tend to chy Perfeverance inall chis. He that is fare of the 
Crown will hold on to the End, when others will be tired and give 
up through difcouragement. = Pee ee Soe 
~All thefe (weer effects of Affurance would make thy Life a kind 
of Heaven on Earth. Seeing then that Examination of our ftates is 


not ufually beftow it, doth it not Concern us to fall clofe to-this 


thy near Relation to him, and how tenderly he is affected toward eae i. 


Continual Rejoycing, Hab. 2.17, 1819+ 5. Ie will confirm thy | :Th<f4.i7,18 


the way to this Affurance,and the Means without which (sod doth | 
Searching Work ? Kkk3 ‘sBCT 


4a. |. 


a Cor.0s, 5% 


18,153. 


Pfal.318,28. 
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SECT. IX. | 


i Would not have beftowed this time and labour in urging you 
with all chefe fore-going Confiderations, bur that I know how 
backward, man.is to chis duty. And though I am certain that thefe 
Motives have weight of Reafon in them, yet experience of mens 
unreafonablenefs in things of this Nature, doth make me Jealous, 
left you fhould lay by the Book when you have read'all this, as if 
_| you had done, and never fec your -felves to the praCtife of the duty. | 
Reader, Thou feeft the Cafe in hand is of greateft mement: Itis to 

know, Whether thon. thale Everlaftingly live in Heaven or Hell ? 
If thou haft lived hitherto in-dark uncertainty, it-is a pitiful cafe + 
‘but ifthou wilfully continue fo,tchy Madhefeis unéxpreffible : And 
is ie not wilfully, when a through Tryal:atight help thee to be Re- 
folved, and:thou wilt not be perfwaded to-be ae fe much pains ? 
What fayft chou now? Art thon fully sefolved to fall upon the 
Work ? Shall all chis labour that EF have befkowed in perfwading 
theebeloft,orno? If-ehon-wile notobey, FE woald-chow hadft ne- 
ver read thefe lines, that: chey might not have agerevated'thy guile, | 
| and fileneed. thee in Judgment. Phere pat chis {peelal Requeft co 
thee in behalf of chy Soul; nay Ilay:ehiecharge upon thee in‘the | 
Name of che Lord, That thou defer no longer, bat take the next op- 

portunity that thou eanfhave, and cake thy Heart to task in good 
earneft,and chink with,thy felf, Fs-ic fo Eafle;fo Common, and‘{fo 
| Dangerous to be Miftaken ? Are there-fo' many wrong ways? Is 
the heart-{o guileful ?. Why thén do I'not{tarch into every comer? 
and ply chis work till I koow my ftate ?- Mutt I fo fhortly undergo 
che Tryal at the-Bar-of Chrift ? And-do I nor prefently fall on Try- 
| ing-my felf? Why whata cafe were 1 imif I fhould then miftarry? 
May I know bya Kitele diligent Enquiry now? and- do I-ftick ar 
the labour ? And-here{ee-thy felfto the duty. —~-O 2jech:- But it 
may be thou wile fay,1 know not how to doit. ¢4n/. Thatis the 
next Work that Icometo, togive thee Directions herem: bur, 
alas, it will be in Vain if thou be nor re(olved to practife chem. 
Wilt thou therefore before thou goeft any farther here protnife be- 
fore the L'ord, to fet thy felf (to thy power) upon the fpcedy pet- 
forming ef the duty according to thefe Directrons which J thal! 
lay down from the Word? I demand nothing unrealopable ohn 

| po 
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| neighbor, of common friend, defire but an hours time of thee, in | 
‘conference,or in labour, or any thing that thou mayft help chem in, 
- /ehou wouldft not fure deny it : How much fels fhouldft thou deny 


beg that he will perfwade thy heart to the duty: And in hope 
‘that thou wilt practife chem, I will here give thee fome Di- 
| rections. - 


| each eters ieee aches | 
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CHAP. IX. 


eee 


(Containing Direttions for Examination, 


and fome Marks for Tryal. 


SECT.L 


HE, Will not ftand here to lay down the Directions necef- | 
® fary for preparation to this Duty, ‘becaufe you may 
79 4 gather them from what is {aid concerning the Hinder- 
BB ances: For the Contraries of thofe Hinderances will 

be moft neceffary Helps. Only before you fet upon 


it, I advife you moreover to che Obfervation of thefe Rules. | 
‘1. Come not with too' peremptory Conclufions of your felves be- 


fore-hand. Do not Judg too confidently before you Try. Many | 
Gedly dejeéted Souls come with this Pre-judging to the work, 

conchrding cettamly chat their ftace is Miferable before they have 
Tryedit: And moft wicked men on the contrary fide do conclude 


-mott confidently chat cheir tate isgood, or tolcrable at the leaft. 


No wonder if thefe both mifearry in Judging, whemthty pafs the 


Sentence before the Tryal. 


3. Befure to be fo well acquainted with the Scripture, as to 
know what is the Tenor of the Covenanc of Grace, and what are 
the Conditions of J uftificdtion and Glorification, and conf. quently 
what are found Marks to Try chy felt by, and wherein che Truth 


“of Grace, and Effence of Chriftianity doth confift. 


3. And it will not be unufeful to write out fome of the chief 
and thofe Scriptures withall which hold them torth, and fo to 


‘bring this Paper with you when you come to Examination. 


4.Be a.conitant obferver of the temper and motions of thy i 
| | A 
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en 
Almoft all the.dirficulty of the work doth lie in the: trne and clear 
difcerning of it. Be watchful in obferving che ACtings both of 
Grace and Corruption ;_ and the circumftances of their Actings ; 


Jas how frequent ? how violent % how ftrong or weak were the 


~- 


outward incitements ? how great or {mall che impediments ? what : 


delighe, or loathing, or fear, or relu€tancy, did go with thofe Acts? 
ig. a the like obfervations you may come toa more infallible 
knowledg of your felves. 7 a | 

5 Be fure you fet npon the work with a ferions;tonzed, waken- 


. Jed Soul, apprehenfive of how great concernment it is. 


~ ww 


is 


hus. 1. When youare moft folitary and at leafure: You cannot | 
caft-accounts, efpecially of {uch a nauwsre as thefe, either in a croud 
of company, or of imployments. 2. Let it.be a fet.and cho’en | 


.- 6. Andlaftly, Refolve to judg thy felf impartially ; neither bet- 


{ter nor wore chen thou art, but as the Evidence thal prove thee. 


SECT. II. 
RB thus provided, then fet to the bufinef$ : and therein ob- 
J ferve thefe Diréétions folowing ; ( which I will mention 
briefly, chat lying dofe together, you may be able to view and ob- 
ferve them the more eafily.) 7 
1. Empty thy minde of all thy other. cares and thoughts, that 


they do not diftraé or divide thy mind: This work will be enough 


at once of ic felf, without joyning others with it. 
2. Then fall down before God, and in hearty prayer defire the 
affiltance of his Spirit, to difcover to thee the plain ruth of thy 


Condition; and to enlighten chee m thy whole progrefs in the } 


work. 

3. Make choyce of the moft convenient Time and Place. Tf thall 
not {tand upon the particular Directions about thefe, becau’e | thall 
mentioh them more largely when 1 come to dire you in the duty 
of Contemplation : Only ehus in brief. 1. Let che Place be the moft 
private, that you may be free from diftractions. 2. For the Time, 


| Time, when you have nothing to hinder you. 3. But, if ic may be, 


¢ 


| 


2 ales 


lec it be the prefenc Time, efpecially if thou ‘have been.a ftraager | 


/ 


-4yg 


hitherto to the work. There is no delaying in matters of fuch|. 


your 


~ 


weight. 4. Efp@islly when you at amore {pecial call to fearch 
Lh . 


_ 


Ihe Saints everlafting Rept. | 


nn 
your felves+ as in: publique calamities, in time of ficknels, before 
Sacrament, &c. 5. When God is Trying yonby fome Affliction, 
and (as fob faith) is oe yoar fin, then fer m with him, 
and fearch after themyour {elves. 6. Laftly, You thould fpecially |. 
take (uch a Time when you are moft fit for the work: when you 
are not fecure and {tupid on one hand ; nor yet under deep deferti- 
onsor Melancholly on che other hand: fot elfe you ‘will be -unfic. 
"| Judges of your own ftates. 2 ee ee ee 
4. When yott have. thus chofen the ficeeft Timeand Pact, then: 
draw forth, either from thy Memory, or. ih writing, che foremen: | - 
contd Masks, or Gofpel-Conditions, or Deftriptiorts of che Saints : 
Try them by Scripunre, and convince thy Soul throngtty of their 
; infallible Truth. - ' ae 4 
| /5. Proceed then to put the Queftion to thy felf: But be {ute to 
{tate itright: Lee icnot be; Whether chere be any Good in thee 
at all? (for fo thou wilterr on che one hand: ) Nor yet, Whe- 
thér thou have fuch of fuch a sand meafure of Grace ? {for 
fo thou wilt err on the other hand : ). Bur, Waether.:fuch of fach 
a Saving Grace be in thee at alt in fincerity, or mor}. ~ 2. - 
6. If thy heart draw back, and be loath to the works. fuffer, it 
not fo to give thee the flip: but force it on: Lay thy command 
| uponit s lec Reafon. interpofe, and afe its:anthority: Look over 


Command of God uponit; and charge it to.obey upon pain of 
his difpleafure: Set Confcience a work allo : let it do its office, 
“| till chy lazy heart be fpurred opto the work: For # thou fuffer it 
to break away once and twice, &c it will grow fo head-itrong, 
.|thatthoucanftnoc mafterin. 7 ee a 
7. Let not chy Hease mifle sway the Time, .when it {Hould be 
| diligently at the work ; Puc the Queftion co it ferioufly : IS it thus 
and réus with me, or no ? Force it hereto an Anfwer : fuffer it 
| not to be filent : nor to jangle and think of-other matters: If the 
Qaeltion be hard, through the darknefs of thy:Heart ; yet do not 
give itover fo: but fearch the clofer: and ftudy ‘the cafe the more 
exactly : And if it bg poffible, lec noc thy Heart give over, cil it 
have Refolved the Queftion, and told thee off or on,.in what cafe 
| thouart: Askit ftrictly (as fofeph cxathined his Brechren; Gen. 
{+ 43-7-) how it ftands affected : Doas David, Pfal. 77.6. A4y 
| Spsrit made Diligent Search: If thy Heart {trie co break away 


eee — _ _ before 


— 
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before thon art refolved ; wreftle with it, till thou haft prevailed: 
and fay, I will not let thee go, till chou haft Anfwered. He that 
can prevail with his own Heart, thal! alfo be ¢ prevailer with God. 
8. If thou finde the work beyond ehy firength, fo that after 

| all chy pains thou are never the more refolved ; then feek out for | 

| hep: Go to fome thas is Godly, experienced, able, and faithful « 

cell him thy cafe, and defire his belt advice and help. Not that 

any can know thy heart, fo welles chy felt: But if chou deal faith- 

fall, and cell him what thou knoweft by thy felf; he can tell thee| - 

whether they be found Evidences, or mot; and fhew thee Scrip- 

ture how to prove them fo; and dire&t thee in the right ufe of fuch| . 

Evidences ; and fhew thee how to conclude from them. : Yea, 

when thow canft get no farther, the very Judgment of an able 

Godly man fhould take much with thee, as a probable Argumdht ; 

as the Judgment of a ‘Phyfician concerning the ftate of thy body : | 

Thovgh ace afford thee no: foll certainty, yet it may bea great | 

help to fay and direct thee. But be fore thou do not make this a 

pretence to put off thy own duty of Examining: But onely nfe it 

as one of thelaft remedies, when thou findeft ‘thy own endevors| . 
will nos ferve. ‘Neither be thou forward to open thy cafe to every | 

‘ong: of to.a carnal, flactering, unskilfht perfon But to one chat | 

hath wifdom to edheeal thy fecrets, and cendernefs to compafh- | 

onate thee, and skill co dire thee, anid faithfulnefs to deal truly 

and. plainly with thee. Oe isk 

9. When by all this paais and means thou haft difcovered the 

~} twuttef thy ftate, then pafs the Sentence on chy: {elf accordingly. | 

A meer examination will:do thee little good, if ic proceed not 

to a Judgment. . Concludeas thon findeft: Etther chat chou arta 

troe Beleever:. or that thou art not. But pafs not this Sentence 

| tafhly; nor with felf-flattery, nor from Melancholly terrors. and | 

| fears :' But do it groundedly and-deliberately ; and trofy a thon] 

findcft, according to thy Confcience, Do pot conclude, as fomé 

do, (/ am a goed Chriftian, | or as others do, [(famaReprobate,| 

or a Hypocrite, and foal be dansned, | when chou bait no ground 

for what thou fayft, but thy own fancy, or hopes, or fears; way, 

evhen thow art convinced by Scripture and Reaforrof che contrary 3] 

aud haft nothing to fay againft the Argyments.. Let not thy Judg-]-: 

ment be any way byafsed, or bribed ; and fo fore-ftalled from fens} 
rencing.anght. : _— a. 7 : a — 

eee 10 a aes to. Labor 
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10, Labor to get thy heart kindly Affected with its difcovered 
condicion, according to the fentence paffed on it. Donor think it 
enough to know;: but labor to feel, what God hath made thee fee. 
If thou finde thy (elf undoubtedly gracelefs; Oh gét this to thy 
heare ; and chink what a doleful Condition itis: Tobean Enem 
to God | to be unpardoned | unfan@ified! and if thou thould 
fo dye, to be Eternally damned! One would think fuch a chonghe 
fhould make a heart of ftonego quake ! On the contrary : If thon 
- | finde chy felf renewed and fanétified indeed ; Oh get this warm 
and clofe to thy heart. Bethink thy felt; What.a bleffkd fare the 
Lord hath brought thee into! To be his Childe ! his Friend. tobe 
* | pardoned, ‘juftified, and fure to. be faved 1 Why what needeft 
thou fear? but finning againft hina? Come war, or plague, or 
ficknefs, or death , thou art fure they can but thruft chee into 
Heaven. ‘ Me — 
"Thus follow thefe ALeditations, till-they have left their impfef- 
(ion on thy heart. , : oe 


— 41, Be fureto Record this Sentence, fopaffed, write it down : 

or at Icaft write it in thy Memory: At fuch atime tpon through 

Examination, I found my ftate toheshus or. thus: This Record 

will be very uleful to thee hereafter. If chou be ungodly: what 

a damp will it be.to thy prefumaption and fecurfty, to,go and read | - 

the Sentence of thy Mifery under thyown hand ? If thou be god. | 

ly : what a help will ic be againft che next Temptation to doubt- 

.| ing and fear, ta go and read under thy hand this Record? Mayft 

thou not think; If at fach a cime I found. the Truth of Grece, ‘is 

4itpot likely co be now the fame? and thefe my doubts to come 

| fcom the Enemy of iny Peace ? | 

12. Yet would Inot have thee fo truft to once difcovery, as to 
Try no more : Efpecially if thou have made: any foul. Defection |. 

| from Chrilt, and play’d the backflider ; See then chat thou reiiew 

the Search again. . | ; 

13. Neither would T have this hinder thee in the dayly Search of 
thy ways ; or of thy increafe in Grace, and fellowth:p with Chrift : 
It is an ill ign, and defperate vile Gn, for aman when he thinks he 
hath found himfelf Gractous, and in a happy ftate, to let-down his 
watch, and grow negligent of his heart and ways,.and fcarce look 
afterthemany more. * | 

14. Neither would I have thee give over in. difcouragement, -#f 
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thou canftnot at once or twice, or ten times trying, difcover thy 
Cafe: Bat follow it on till chou haft difcovered. If one houtrs la- 
bor will not ferve, zake another: If one day, or moneth, or year 


be too little; follow it ftill. If ape Miner cannot direct thee 
fufficiently, o to another : The Iffve will an{wer all thy pains. 


There is no fitting down difcouraged ina work that mult be done.. 

15» Laftly, above all cake heed, if thou finde thy felt to be yee 
unregenerate, that thou do not conclude of thy Future eftare by 
thy prefent : nor fay, Becanfe I am ungedly, I fhalkdye fo: ot be- 


canfe | am an Hypocrite, J fhall continue fo.. No : thou: haft ano, 


cher work todo: And that is, To refolve prefently to cleave to: 
| Chrift, and break off thy Hypocrifie, and thy Wickednefs. If 
thou finde that chou haft been all this while out of the way, donot 


fic down in defpair ; bue make fo much che more hafte to tyra into’ 
it. If thou have _— Hypocrite, or. ungodly perfon all thy life, | 


ed thee by. ift ; and :he tendereth him- 


yetist -promife.offi | 3 
felf to be thy Lard and Saviour = Neither canft thou poffibly be fo 


Willing to Accept of him, as he is to Accept thee. Nothing but thy 


own unwillingnefs-can keep thy Soul from Chrift, thqugh thou. 
hitherto abufed hit ahd diffembled with him. ;- 5) ,::-. 
 ObjeEt. But if Lhave gone fo far, and beera profeffor folong, 
and yet finde my felf an Hypocrite now after all; what hope is 
there that I fhould now become firccre ¢ Ax/m~ Dolt thou hear- 
Defire to be Sincere ? Thy Sincerity doth lie efpecially in thy 


til 
wil ; As long as thou art nnwilling, I cenfefs thy cafe is fad: “Bat | 


if thou be willing to receive Chrift as he is offered to thee, and fo 
to be a Chriftian indeed, then thou art fincere. Neither hath Chritt 
reftrained his Spirit, or Promifes, to any fet time; or faid to thee, 
Thou (halt finde grace, if thou fin bur fo much; or fo long: But 
if thou be heartily Willing at any tine, I know not who can_hin- 
) d hy happinefs. (Yet is this no diminution of the {m or danger 
elaying.) sates te ew 

Thus I have given you thefe DireCtions for Examination, which 
confcionably praGifed, will be of fingnlar advantage and ufc to 
di‘cover your ftates : Burit isnot the bare reading: of them that 


will doit. I fear, of many. chat will approve of this. advice, there | 
will but few be brought to ufé it.. However, thofe that are wil}. 
ing. muy finde help by its. and the reft will be left more unexcnfe- 
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‘ring you for a fuller difcovery to the Defcription of the 


| Happinefs in it ;- and? make it the chief and, uleimate’ End of his 
‘Soul.’ This is the firft Mark : which is yt a a Tract, rhat I need 

| not ftand co'prove it.‘ Por this REP conftech inthe fulland gtori- 
| ons enjoyment ‘of ‘God :i Anéphe char maketh not God “his chief 


Pfal 129.57.) 
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| Will not digrefs: further to wam you hereof the falfe Rules 
and Marks of Tryal-which you muft beware, having operted 
them to you fullier when! preached on thar fabje@. Bur I will 
briefly adjoyn fome Marks to try thy Titleto this Reft, be refer- 

People of 


God in ‘the firft part of tht Book. But be fare you fearch throngh- 

ly, and deal plainly, or elfe you will but lofe your fabdr, and decerve 

your felves. ee eee ee | 
1. Every Soul that hath Title to this Reft, doth place his chiefeft | - 


Good, and ultimate End, is in héart a Pagan ‘arrd'vife Idblater 5. atid 
doth not take the Lord forhisGod. 6 Pr 
Ket me ask thee. chen 4 ‘Doft thou crufy in Judgment amd Affecti- 
on account it thy chiéfelt Happinets to ehjoy the: Long mGloty? | 
yA, Phat 16055 Lhe 
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art chou refolved and content to go throughall, 444¢.7.13. 2. Tam, 
2.5. Rom.8.17- Luk,14.26,27. 2 Timh2.32. LwR14a4 |. 
_ g» Alfoif thou be an heir of Reft, thy valuation of it willbe fo | 
high, and thy affection to.it fo great,echat thou wonkdft not ex- 
change thy Title to. it,and hopes of it, for any worldly Good what- 
foever. Indeed when the Soul is in doubts of enjoying it, perhaps 
ic may poflibly defire rather the continuance of an earthly ‘happi- 
nets, then co depatz.out of the body with fears of going to Hell. 
Bat if be were {ure chat Heaven fhonlg be his own, hE would deo- | 
Gre to depart and to be wit Chritt, as being the beft ftite of alls 
| And if God would fer before him an Eternity of Earthly pleafares 
and contents on one hand, and the Reft of the Saints on the other | 
hand, and bid him take his choyce ; he would refufe the world, and 
* Ichnfe this Reft: “Pal. 16.9, 1c. Rom. 8.23. 2 Cor. 5. 2 § Phil. { 
13. 20. Thus if thou be a Chriftian indeed, ehon cakeft God for thy |. 
chiefeft Good, and this Reft for the moft amiable and defireable | ° 
flare : and by. the forelaid means thon mayft difoaver its, = | 
‘+ Bur if chou be yet in the Aefh, arid an pnfanGified: wretch, then | 
is it-clean Gomtgary: wich thee inall:thele relpects: Then: duft .ehion | 
nchy ‘Hears prefer. worldly happiriels and. flefhly.dedlights be: |. 
God’ ~ though thy tongue: may fay, that'God if the-chief | 
sood, yet thy Heart doth not fo efteerm him. For; 1. The world 
is the chief End of chy Defires and Endevors. Thy very heart is fet 
n it. -Thy greateft Care and Labor is to. maintain thy eftate, of | 
credit, or fle(hly delights: But che life co come hath little of chy | 
care or labor. Thou didft never perceive fo mich exeellency in that’ 
unteeryGlory of ‘another werld, as te-draw thy heart fo after je, |” 
or fet thee a laboring fo heartily for it; But chat: litrle pains awhich 
thoubeftowelt that way, ic is but in the fecond place; and nipt the | 
fist: God hath but the worlds leavings ; and hac tinje and labor ,| - 
which thou cant {pare from the world ; or thofe: few cold andy | 
carelefs thoughts whichfallow thy cosftant, earneft and delight- 
ful thoughts of carchly 1 “es: Neither wouldft thon do:any hing ; | 
at al} for Heaven, if thou “y’& how ro keep the world: Buc left 
thou fhouldft be turned i, Hell when thou canft: keep the world | 
no longer, therefore. thou wut do fomething. — es oe Sige 


a. Therefore it is that thon thinkcft the way of God too ftria, | 
and wilt not be perfwaded to the conftant. labor of confcionable 
walking «according. to-the, Gofpel rule: And when-ir. comes © 
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' {mans for thy body; and {fo wilfully deny thy obedience to 


| ftate chen Reft : aires, pia for Heaven that wonld, thou 
—_ efe 
‘be Di ‘an unregenerate perfon,' and haft no Title to: the Saine 


accept of Chrift' for thy oncly Saviour and Lord to bring 'thee ‘to 
| this Ref}, Whe former Mark was thé fur of the’ finkt ard creat 


. }ed without éxc: ption unto all, doft heayily confent chat he alone 


{ure able to fatisfie the Curfe of the Law, or asa Legal Righteouf-- 
~ | the Redemption made by Chrift ? 
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tryal, chat chou muft forfake Chrift or thy worldly happinefs, and 
the wind whith was m chy back-doth turn in thy face, then thou 
wilt venture Heaven tather then Earth, and (as:defperate Rebels 
ule to fay). thou wile racher truft Gods. Mercy for thy Soul, chen 


3. And certainly if God would but give thee leave tolive in 
health and wealth for ever on Earth, thou wouldft think ir a better 


wouldit chink chis thy chiefelt happinefs..: This is thy cafe if thon |. 


’ 
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Tx fecond Mark’ which Ihall give: thee, to try whether thot 
SL bean Heir of Reft, is this.) °° 0! Sd Se 
1. As chou takeft God for thy chief Good, {6° Thom dof beArtily | 


Command of the Law of Nature, [Thow alt Love the Lord With 
all thy heart, .or above all. | ‘This fecond Mark is the fam of ‘the 
Command or Condition of the Gofpel, which faith, [ Belecve te 
the Lord jef{us,and thon fale be (aved.'] And ‘the performance of 
thefe two is the whole {um or efence of Godlinefs and Chriftiani- 
ty. Obferve therefore the parts of this Mark, which is but a De- 
finition of Faith.. 1.. Daft thou finde that thou art naturally a loft 
condemned man for thy breach of the firft-Covenant ? and doft be- 
leeve that Jefus Chrift ts the Mediator'who hath made a fufficienc | 
facisfaction tothe Law 2 and hearing in che Gofps! that he is offer- 


fhall be thy Saviour? and dof no fur 
works, then as conditions required 
in fubordination to him ? not lookir 


¢-cruft to chy Duties and 
Nn, and means appomred 
at them asin the Icaft mea- 


nefs, nor any part of ic? Bae art content to truft chy Salvation on 


- @ Art thou alfo centent to Take-him :for thy onely ‘Lord and 
| King ? 


. 
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King ? to govern and guide thee by his Laws.and Spirit? And to 
obey him even wien he commandeth the handett:duries? aid think; 
which moft -crofs the deGitcs of che ficihy? Iss thy fodtow when: 
thou breakeit thy refolution herein ?:and ebty Joy swhen:thaw kteps. 
eftclofeft in obedience to him ?, And chouginthe: World and Acth. 
do fometime entice and over-reach thee, yet is it thy ordinary. De- 
fire and Refolution to Oocy-? So chatt chur: would{ not. change: | 
thy Lord and Matter for all. the world ? Tiins teas, with>every ruc: | 
Chriftian, Bat if tho be an Hypocrite, ieistar’ otheswile.: Thou’ | | 
mayft-call Chrift thy Lord and chy:-Saviour: But thou never found- | 
eft thy elf fo loft without him, asto-dcive thee to feek him, and 
tent him, and lay-thy Salvation on him dlage:! Orat leaft thou didft: 
never heartily confent that he fhould Gavern chte as'thy: Lord; nor’: |. 
didft refign up thy, Soul and Life be Ruted by Him ; nor takelt his | 
Word for the Law of thy Thoughts: and Actions. It's like. thou 
art-coment to be faved from Hell ‘by Chrift when shou dyefk: Buc | 
in chémnean time he Aoall campagne thee no fumber then will: ftand. 
wit thy eredic, or-pleafure, or worldly. kitate aid serids.7Andsif. ber | 
would givetbre leavé;.chon hydft far'rather bive.after bhe worldand: | 
figfh, then after.the Word and Spixity And-thougti thou mayf dow. | 
- land then havea Motion ot Purpolé to'the'contiaty ; yer chisthatT | 
| have, mentioned.is the ordinary. .defire aand:.choyce | of.chy:heart: | 
And fo thon art no-mue Beleever.ia Gawift s,Hat.chough: thon gon- | 
fefs him in words, yet in works thou doft deny him, being die 
obedient, and to every Good Work a J)ifapprover and a Repro- 
bate, Tit,1.16. Thisis che Cafe of thofe that thal be fhut out of 
the Saints Ref. . : Po. 
But efpecially I would here have you obferve, That it isin all 
this che Confent of your Hearts or Wills which lay down in 
this Mark to be enquired afrer : Por that is the moft effential A of 
Juftifying Faich. Therefore I do not ask, whetherthou be Affured | 
of Salvation: por yet whether thou canft belceve that thy fins are}. 
| pardoned, and that chou art beloved of God in Chrift: Thefe are} ~ 
ny partsof Juftifying Faith ; buc excellent fruits and confequents, | ~ 
which they that do receive, are comforted by them: bat perhaps 
chow mayft never receive them whieft thou liveft, and yet be a true 
heir of Reft. Donot fay then; I cannot beleeve phat my fin ispar-}- 
doned, or that Iam in Gods favor, and therefore Iamno trne Be-}- 
lever: This is a moft miftaking conclufion. The Queftion ig, ae 
7 | Mmm Whether: 
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Whether thou cantt heartily Accept of Chrift rhae thou mayft be 
pap, iled to God, and fo faved 2? Doft thou Confent 
that he fhail be thy Lord who hath bought thee ? and take his own 
courfe to bring thee té Heaven ? This is Juftifying Saving Faich ; 
and this és che Mark that thou mutt try chy felfby. Yet {till obferve, 
That ali his Confent maft be Hearty and Real: not feigned, or 
_| wishrtfervations. It isnot faying, as rhat diffembling fon, AZatt. 

21, 30. F ga: fir, When belwent wor : To fay, Chrilt thall be my 
Eord, and yet let corraption orditiarily rule thee; or be unwilling | - 
‘that bis‘'Commands fhould encroach upon the intereft of the world 
ot ficth. . If any have-mdre of the. Government of thee then 
Chrift y.oc € thou hadft rathet live-afrer attyorher Laws thea his, 
- if it: wore‘at’ chy choyee, ‘thdu ait not his Difeipte. Thus t ave 
| rah ewan thefe two-Marks, :which-I uh {ure are fuchas every: 
Chriitiari hath, and no other bur fincere Chriftians.. I will add no 
more, —— fubftance of Chriftianity: is ‘eontained in thefe. [- 
Ghetnt the Lord-would aow perfwade thee # the dofe pétferm- 

ancelof this yr, Task 4 “Phat thou mayftt not trethble with 
hbrrot: of Soul . the: Judg of all the. World dialt ery-chee 


but have thy Byidence and’ Affiyiarice fo feady at hand, and be fo 
able co prove thy Title to'Reft, that che thoughts and approsching 
of Death and Jodgment, may revive thy fpiris, and fill thee with 
Joy,.and not apate chee, atid Mb chee w 
ee ee a bite regs RTS oy 
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ay Farther neceffary Ule which we mut ale of | 
x ais the prefent Doétrine is this: Te informs ms why 
DS the People of God do fuffer [0 much ix this life. 
‘What wonder ? when you fee their Reft doth 
yet Remain : They arenot yet come to their: 
| arm Refting place. We would all fain have conti- 
nual profperity, becanfe it is eafte and pleating 

to o the fleth s but we confider not the anreafonablenefs of {uch de- 
fires. We are like children, who if they fee any thing which cheir. 
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~ [appetite defireth, —— it: and if youtell them chat tt is un- | 
wholefom, or burtful for chem, they are never the more quieted : 
ot if you go about to heal any fore that chey have, they will not 
endure you to hurt them, though you tell them, thet they cannot 
otherwife be healed: their Senfe is too ftrong for their Reafon ; 
and therefore Reafon doth lictle perfwade them. Even fo § it 
with us when God is afflicting us. He givethus Reafons why we 
mutt bear them ; fo that our Reafon is oft convinced and fatisfied : 
And yet we cry and complain {till ; and we-reft fatisfied never the 
| more. It isnot Reafon, but Eafe that. we amft have: What cares. 
| the flefh for Scripture and Argument, if it Rill {uffer and (mart ? 
| Thefe be but winde'and words, which do not remove or abate its. 
pain. Spiritual remedies may cure the {pitits maladies; but thae 
hoe io weer bo But methin oe (hould have. 
: thie Aicth, to try and, relifh providences. 
4 by: God hath purpofely given them the Spirit,to Cubduve and over- 
i rule the flefh, And therefore I (hall here give them fome Reafons}- _ 
| of Gods dealing in ‘thejt prea is, whereby the equity { 
and mercy therein may appear : Arid they (half be onely fuch as are { 
| drawn frome rhe reference that chafe a?gi¢tions have to our: Ret ; 
| which being a Chriftians Happinels, and ultimate End, will direct} 
| bim in judging of all eftates-and.means, (:* 


y 
i 


440 


. 


The Saints everlasting Ref. | 441 


a . §$ECT. IL 


(7 Onfider then, That Labor and Tronble are the common §. 20 
~ La way to Reft both sn the cour(e of Nature and of Grace. Can j. 
there poftioly be Reft without Motion aod Wearinefs? Do you { — 
not Traveland Toyl firft, and then reft you afterwards? The day 
for Labor goes firft, and then che night for Reft doth follow: 
Why fhould we defire'the courfe of Grace to be perverted, any 
more thenwe would do the courfe of Nature? eeing thts is as perfect 
and reguiares the other 2 God did once dry up the Sea to make a 
paffage for his people : and once make the Sw in the Firmament to 
ftand ftill: But muft be do fo always / of as oft a8 we would have 
him? Icis hiseftablifhed Decree, That, thr ugh many tribulati- | 
ays tee muff enter into the, Kingdom of Heaven, Ad. 14.22. 
And shat if We {uffer With hin, We frail alfo, be glorified With bins, | 
3 Tim. 2. 12. * And what. are we, that Gods Sratntes fhould be * As Bildad 
|reyerfed fer our pleafure?- = {aid to Job, 
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° 


ee 


ese» oie: Chap. 18. 4. 
Shall the Earth be forfaken for Thee ?. or the.-Rock, be removed out of 1s place? 
So, muft God pervert his fablifoed Order for Thee ? / 


} 
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2e C Onfider alfo,' That Affli@ions are exceeding ufeful tous, to | §- 3: 

~ ALi keep us from miftaking our Refting place, and fo taking up , 

fhort of it. A Chriftians, Motion: Heaven-wards is Voluntary, | 

and not conftrained., Thofe means therefore are mot profitable to | 

him, which help his Underftanding and Will in chis — 

The moft dangerous miftake that out Souls are capa le.of, is, to 

take the Creature for God, and Earth for Heaven. And yet,.alafs, 

bow common is this? And in how great a degyee are the beft 

puilty.of it ? Though we are afhamed to Speak fo much with our 

tongues, yet how oft do our hearts fay, /# # beft being bere ? And 
| © Mmm 3_ how 
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how contented are they with an earthly portion? So that I fear 
God would di(pleafe moft of us more, to affli& us here,and promife 
‘us Reft hereafter, then to give us our hearts defire-on earth, though 
he had never made usa promife of Heaven. As if the Creature 
without God, were better, ther God without the Creatute. Alef, 
how apt are we, like foolifh children, when we sre bafie’ ae‘ our: 
{pores and worldly employments, to forget bork our Father, and 
{ our home? Therefore is it attard thing for a Rich min to enter 
into Heaven, becaufe it is hard for him to value i¢ more then Harsh, 
and not to think he is wellalready. Come toa qnat’that hacky che 


world is all covered with the waters of inftable vanity and bitter’ 
 vexation,and that there is no Reft for the fole of our foot,or for the 
foot of our Soul; no wonder then if we return tothe Ark again. 
Many a poor Chriftian (wkomGed will not fuffer to be drowned in 
worldlinefs, nor to take up fhert of hig Reft) is fometime bending 
his thoughts to thrive in wealth ; fometime he is enticed to fome 
Aicth-pleafing fin ; foe ee to be lifted up with applante ; 
and omnetitne bean. inhealel and profhericy, he harilalt fis relith 
‘of Carift, and che Joysabovwd s:Till God break a wpon his:riches 
atid foareer chem wbyoud, or upots his chitdvert, dr Gpow his: conte! 
eice, ot upon the heatch of his body; and Ureak down: bis’ miounte 
which he thought {0 ftrong + And chen whea he lieth in. Manaffch 
hisfeccers, of 1s faftented co his bed with pining ficknefs, Ob, vwtrat 
at-opportunity hath rhe Spirit vo-plead with bis Souk? Whert the 
World is worth adthing, then Heaven is worth fomeérhing. “1 
leave every Chriftian to jade by' his own: experience, whether | | 
we do net over-love the World more in profpericy then m 
@ 
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adverfity 2 and whether we be not loather to come away to God, 
when we have what the ficfh defireth here> How oft. are we 
a on Earth, as if we weteloath to go any farcher tll 
Afflition call to us, as che Angel to Elijah, Up, thou haf 
a great way to go? How oft have I been ready to think my 
{elf at home, cill Sicknefs hath roundly told me, I was miftaken 2 | 
And how apt yet to fall into the fame difeafe, which prevail- 
eth till it be removed by the fame cure? IF -our: dear: Lord 
did not put thefe thorns into our bed, we fhould fleep out | 
our lives, and lofe our Glory. Therefore doth the Lord fome- 
time deny us an inheritance on Earth. with our Brethren, be- 
caufe he hath feparated us to ftanid before him, and . minifter 
co him, and the Lord .himfelf will ce. onr inheritance, as: he 
hath promifed : ¢ asdt is faid of the Tribe of Levi, Dent. 10. 
8,9. - 7 . & « | 
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3. (ONOnfider alfo, That Afflitions be Gods moft effectual]  $+4 

4 means, to keep us from ftragling out of the way to 
our Reft.. If fe had nor fet a hedg of Thoms on the right 
hand, and another on the left, we fhould hardly keep the 
way to Heaven: If there be bue one gap open without thefe} Jtaque fta- 
Thorns , how ready are we to finde it, and turn out at it?) tama eos 
But when we cannot go aftray, but thefe Thorns will prick | ix m.dic G 
us , perhaps we will be content to hold the way. When we] vegeta vale- 
prow ficthly , and wanton, and worldly, and proud, what] tadine cgvo- 
2 notable means is Sicknefs, or other Affli@tion, to reduce us? | tare,qus vaq 
Ir is every Chriftian, as well as Lather , that may call At-|/etadine ab- 
fliGtion, one of his beft School-mafters. Many a one, as well | #txtur : 
as David, may fay by experience, Before { Was afflicted, | contra co: a- 
“went aftray: but now have I ( fiscerely ) vee Precepts: |grotos bene 
Pfal.119.67. As Phificians fay of bodily deftrnétion,. fo we pre oni 

ae Jt [A 64% CX 


anim Camcuent water ; : ab in fis morbis petent adver fue peccaka medicinam. 
Sadecl in Pal. 33. pag. 27. . a 
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§. 5. 


little Reft, we do evil again, ( Verf. 28.) Till God take up 


‘29.) And thus profperity , and 
‘penting , and deliverance’, and ftaning again, do run all ina 


Oh comfortable forrows !' Oh ‘gainful: lofes | enriching. pover- 


the fame word will take then, which before was fcarce obfer- 
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we of fpiricual, Zh2t Peace killeth more then War. Read 
Nehem. 9. Their cafe is ours. When we have profperity we 
grow fecure and finful: Then God afflicteth us, and we cry | 
tor mercy, and purpofe reformation: But after we have al | 


the Rod again, that he may oy te ae oe Law parle 
finning., and faffering, and re- 


round: Even as.Peace breeds Contention? and chat breeds 
War; and thar, by its bitcernefs, breeds Peace again. Many a 
thoufand poor recovered finnérs may cry, Oh healthful ficknefs ! 


ty! Ob Blefled Day, chae ‘ever I. was affliGted.d Ie: isnot one 
ly the pleafane ftreams, and the green paflures: but his Rod 
and Staff alfo chae are our-Comfort: P/al, 23. Though J 
know it is the Word and Spirit chat do the main work; Yee 
certainly the Time of Suffering is fo opportune a {eafon ,. thae}- 


ved: Ic doth fo unbolt che door of the heart, that a Minifter 
ot a godly man may ther be heard, and the Word may have 
eafier enterance to the Affections. Even the Threats of Judg- 
ment will bring: an e4hab , or 4. Niaeveh, into their fack- 
cloth and afhes , :and: make. them cry mighely .unto GOD. 


oO 


Something then will che feeling of thofe Judgmergs ido. 


ow ee ee eee 


2? 


SECT. VE 


4. Ce alfo, That Affli@ions are Gods moft effeCtual 

Means, to make us mend our ‘pace in the way to our 
Reft.. They are his Rod, and his Spur: What fluggard will 
not awake and ftir when he feelech them? It were well if 
ineer Love would prevail-with us, and chat we were rather 
drawn to Heaven, then driven: But fecing our hearts fo are 
bad, that Mercy will not do it ; it is better be put on with 


}the fharpeft fcourge, then foyter out our time rill the doors 


ate fhuc: Adatthew the a5. Chap. and the 3,5,& 10, Verfes. 


Or eS 
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Oh what a difference is there betwixt our prayegs in health, and 
in ficknefs! becwixt our profperity and our adverficiy-repentings ! 
He that before had not a tear to fhed, nor agroanto utter; now 
can fob, andfigh, and weep his fill: He that was wont to lie like a 
block in prayer, and fcarce minded what he faid to,God ; Now 
when affligtion preffech him down, how eameftly can he beg? 
how doth he mingle his prayers and his. rears? ‘how doth he pur- 
pofe and 9 op reformation ? and cry. out;. what a perfon he 
will be, if God will but hear him, and deliver kim! Alas, if we 
did not {ometime feel the fpur, what a flow pace would moft of 
us hold toward Heaven ? and if we did not fometimes {mart by 
Affliction, how dead and blockifh would be the beft mens hearts ? 
{Even innocent Adam is liker to forget GOD in a Paradife , 
then fofeph in a prifon, or ob upon a dunghil. Even a Solo- 
mon is like enough to fall in the midft of pleafure and profperity, 

when the moft wicked AZanaffes in his Irons may be recovered. 
As Dotor Stoughton faith, We -are like to slain: tops, that 
will go but little longer then they are whipt.— Seeing then chat 


our own vile natures do thus require it, why fhould we be un- | 


willing, that GOD fhould do us good, by fo Tharp a means ? 
Sure that is the beft dealing for us, which fureft and fooneft 
doth farther us for Heaven. I leave thee, Chriftian, to judg 
by thy own experience, whether thou ‘doft not go more watch- 
fully, and lively, and fpeedily in thy way to Reft, in thy faf- 
ferings, then thou doft in thy more pleafing and Lager pen ftate ? 
If you go to che vileft finner on his dying bed , and ask him, 
Will you now drink, and whore, and {corn at the godly as 
you were wont to do? you fhall finde him quite in another 
— Much more then will Affliction work on a gracious 
So . eo 


SECT. VI. 


5° 7 \Onfider further s It isbut this Flefh which is tronbied and | 


prieved (for the moft part ) by Affliction: And’ what} 
Non ‘ Reafon } 
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If thou dye: it,isbut that flefh that muft rot in the — Indeed 


x coft? And ftill itis of the fame cemper: It mutt be pleafed, 
thongh God be-difpleafed by. it, and our felves deftroyed. Tr 
maketh all Gods mercies the occafion of our tranfgreffing, and. 
draweth poyfon from che moft excellent objetts. Jf we behold 
out food, it inticeth to gluttony ; if drink, to drunkennefs ; if ap- 
parel, or any thing of worth, to pride: if we look upon beauty,. 
i¢-ticeth to luft; if upon money or poffeffions, to Covetoufnefs. 
‘Te caufeth our very fpiritual love to the godly, to degenerate into 
‘carnal; and our {piritual Zeal, and Joy,and other graces: Tt would 
‘make all carnal like it fel’ What are we beholden to this ficth for, 
| that we are foloath that any thing fhould ail it? Indeed we muft- 
not wrong it our felves; for that is forbidden us: Nox may we 
deny ic any thing that is fic for a Servant ; that fo it may be ufe- 
ful to us, while we dre forted.to make ufe of it. Bat if God 8 

e 
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fife it for rebelling againft him and the Spirit, and it begin tocry 
and complain under. this chaftifement, {hall we make the fufferi 
groater then it is, and take its part againft God.? Indeed the Fleth 
is very near tous; wecannot chufe but condole its fufferings, and 
feel fomewhat of that which it feelerh. Bar ss it fo near as tobe 
our chiefeft part ? Or cannot it be fore, bur we. matt be fo forry ? 
of caanot it confume and pi away but our peace and comfort 
mult confume with it? What if it be.ugdone 2? are we therefore 
undone ? ar if itperifh and be deftroyed, do Wetherefore perith ? 
_]Ohfie upon this carnality and unbelief, which is fo contradictory 


and Works.of God : Itfaithof the Word (as Absb of Aicatah,) 
I bate it, far it dath:not fpea ood concerning we but evil, There is 


she flajb.cannos.pleafe bins : and the carnal mindss Enmsity agninft 


So inconfifteng is che pleating of che fichh,, and the plealing of 
GOD, That he hath concluded, That to minde the things of 
| the. flea, or to be carnally minded, is Death; and if we lsue 
after the flefh, we feall dye; -bat sf by the Spirit We mortifie 
So that there is.no likelihood, that ever Gods dealingsit 
be pleafing to.the ficth ; no more then its. works are pleafing to 
God. Why then (O ny Soal) doft thou fide with this Fisth ? 
and fay as it faith, and complain as it complaineth ? Ic fhonld be 
.| ‘part of thine own work to keep it down, and bring it 10 fubjecti- 
1 on: and if God do itfor thee, fhouldi theu be di(cpnrerited ? 


‘| -al forrows? Why then saynot the difplealing of it, farther chy 
_ Nnane2 _ Joys 


fueh an Enmity berwixt chis. fband.God, That they that.are s- 
| bins 5 for st 8 wot fubseld to. dis Law , -#0r- indeed can be: 


the deeds of the body, we foall live, Rom: 8, vert. 45366718 3 ; | 


farh not the pleafing of it beenthe caufe of almoft -all chy {pirita--| 


t Kings 22.8. 


1Cor.926,27- 


Heb. ra» 33. 


Verfiz, 4 


| Joys? Should not Pas/ and Silas fing, becaufe their feet were in | 


- | Why their fpirirs were not imprifoned, nor fcourged ! Ah un- 


} live to it, and value its paofperity-2 Hath it:becn fo good a friend 


| of confolation which the flefh knoweth not of? anda Joy which 


_| faved him from the common deluge, he would not fave him from 


:| comely bodies turned into earth ? Oh what a thing is ftrangenefs 
| and difaequaintance | Ie maketh ts afraid of our deareft friends ; 
| and to draw back from the place of oar only happinefs. So was 
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the ftocks, and their fiefh yer fore with the laft days fcourgings ? 


worthy Soul! Is this thy thanks to God for his tendernefs of Thy 
good ? and for his preferring thee fo far before the body ? Art thon 
turned into flefh thy felf, by chy dwelling a few years in fleth? 
That thy Joys, and thy Sorrows are moft of them fo flefhly ? 
Art thou fo much a debter to theflefh, that thou fhouldft fo much 


to thee, and to thy Peace ?- Or is it not thy Enemy as well as 
Gods ? Why doft thou look fo fadly on thofe withered limbs, 
and on that pining body? Do not fo far miftake thy (elf, as to 
think, its Joys and thine are all one ; or that its profperity and 
thine are all one; or that thon muft needs ftand or fall cogether. 
When it is rotting and confuming in the grave, then {hale thou be 
@ companion of the perfected Spirits of the Juft: And when thofe 
bones are fcattered abont the Church-yard ; then fhalt thou be 
praifing Godin Reft. And in the mean time ; haft not thou food 


this ftranger meddleth not with? ‘And do not think that when 
thou art turn¢d out of this body, that chou thale have no habita- 
tion: Art thou afraid thou fhale wander deftiture of a Redting 
lace 2 Is it better Refting in flefh then in God? Doft chou not 
w, that when chis houfe of earth is diffolved, thou haft a 
building with God not made With lands, Eternal in the Heavens ? 
aCor.§.1,2. It would therefore better become thee earneftly to 
groan, defiring to be cloathed upon with that houfa Is thy fiefh 
any berter then the flefh of. Noah was? And yet though God 


common death, Or is it any better then the fleth of Abrabam, 
‘or Job, or David, or all the Saints that ever lived ? Yer did they 
ail fuffer and dye. Doft chou. think that thofe Souls which are 
now with Chrift, do fo much pity their rotten or dufty corps? 
orlamenct that their ancient habitation is ruined ? and their onc2- 


it with thee towards thy chiefeft friends on earth: While 
thou waft unacquainted with them, thou didft wichdraw i 
| ir 
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their fociety : but when thon didft once know them throughly, 
thon wonldit have been loath again to be deprived of their fellow- 
_ | (hip. And even fo, though thy car Rae to God & another world, 
“ | do make thee loath to leave this fleth ;_yet when thoa haft been but 
one day or hour there, (if we may fo {peak of that Eternity, where 

is neither day nor hour ) thou wouldft bg, full loath co return inzo | 
this eth again. Doubricfs when God, for the Glory of his Son, 
did fend back the Soul of Lazarus into its body, he caufed it 
quire to forget the Glory which it had enjgued; and to leave behind 
it the remembrance of that happinefs, together with the happinefs 
it (Af: Or eife it might have made his life a burden to him, to 
_ | think of the bleffednefs that he was fetched from : and have made 
bim ready to break down the prifon doors of his fiefh, chat he 
might return to that happy ftate again. Oh then impatient Soul ! 
murmur not at Gods dealings with that body ; but lec him alone 
with his work and way. He knows what he doth ; but fo doft 
not thou: He feeth the End; bur chou feeft but the beginning. 
IFit were for want of love to thee, thac he did thus chaitife thy 
body, then would he not have dealt fo by all his Saints. . Doft 
thou not think he did not love David, and Pas/, ot Chrift him- 
ff > Or rather doth he not chaften becaufe he loveth? and 
{courgeth every Son whom he receiveth? Heb.12- 4,53 6972 8,93}. 
10,11. Believe nor the Flefhes reports of God, nor its commen- 

taries upon his Providences. It hath neither Will nor Skill to inter- 
prec them aright: Not Will; for it is an enemy to them: They 
are againft it, and it is againft them. Not Skill ; for it is darknefs : 
Tt favoreth only the things of the fleflh ; but the things of the Spi- 
rit it cangot underftand, becanfe they are fpiritually difcerned. 
Never expect then that the fleth fhould truly expound the mearw 
ing, of che rod. It willcall Love, Hatred’; and fay, God is de- 
{troying, when he is faving ; and marmur, as if he did thee wrong, 
and nfed thee hardly, whermhe is fhewing thee the gteateft mercy of 
all. Are not the foul fteps the way to Reft,as well as the fair? Yea] 
are not thy fufferings the moft neceffary paffages of his providence ? | 
And though for the prefent they are not Joyous,but Grievous; yeu 
in the End do they bring forth the Quict fruits of Righteoufnels, 
to all thofe that are exercifed thereby. Haft thou nottound: it fo 
by former experience, when yet this fiefh would have per{waded |. 
‘thee otherwife ? Believe it chen no miore;which hath mif-inforned 
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Mat. 36. 23. 
R..7.8.6,798- 
1Co~. 2, 10 
IT, 32,33.14 


Heb. 12, 13, 
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chee fo oft. Fog indeed there is no believing the words of a wick- 
ed and ignorant enemy. Iil-will never fpeaks well. But when 
| malice, vicionfaefs and Ignorance are combined, what.actions can 
expect a true and fair interpretation? This fleth will call Love, 
Anger; and Anger, Hatred ; and Chaftifements, Judgments: It} 
will cell chee, That no mans cafe is like thine; and if God did 
| Love thee, he would nevr fo ufe thee: Tewill tell chee, That the } 
promifes are but deceiving words, and all tchy.prayets and upright- 
nefs is vain: If it find chee fitting among the afhes, it will fayto 
thee as Fobs wife ; Rthow yet retain ‘thine integrity ? Job 2. 
8,9,10. Thus will it draw thee to offend againft God, and the 
generation of his Children. Ic is a party, and che fulfering party, 
and therefore not fit tobe the Judg. If your Chal fhould ‘be. 
i che Judg, when and how oft you thould chaftife him, ‘and whe- 
ther your chaltifement be a token of fatheily love , you may 
eafily imagine what would ‘be his Judgment. If we could once: 
believe God, and Judg of his dealings -by what he .fpeaks in ‘his. 
Word, and by their ufefulnels to onr Souls, and refetehce to our. 
Reft , and could ftop our. ears againit all the damonrs of the 
a , then we fhonld have a truer Judgment of out AF-. 

ions, ° ee a ee 
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SECT. VIL 


6. LAY Coufider, God dothrfddam give his people fo {weee 
4 afore-tafte of their Future:Reft, as in their deep Afic@ti- 
|ons. -He keepech his moft precious cordials for the time of our 
greatek faintmgs and dangers. To give fuch to men that are well 
and need them not, is but to caft them awey : They are not ea- 
pable cf difcerning their working.on their worth. A.few.draps 
of Divine Confelation in the .midft of a world of pleafure and 
contents, wal be but loft and neglected ; as fome precious {pirits 
caft into.a veffel or river of common waters. The Joys of Heaven 
are of unfpeakable fweetnefs: But a man that overflows with 
earthly delights, is {carce capable of rafting cheir {weemefs: They 
ay 
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not any need of comfort, as being full of other comforts already, 
Even the beft of Saints do feldom tafte of the delights of God, 
and pare, fpiricual, unmixed Joys, in die time of their profpericy, 


eth that they are needful, and will be valued ; and when he is fure 
ta-be thanked for them, and his people rejoyced by them. Efpeci= 
ally when our fafferings are more directly for his caufe, then doth 


with their feet in the ftocks, 4s 16.24, 25. When did Chrift 
preach fuch comforts to his Difciples, and leave them his Peace,and 
affare them of his providing them manfions with himfelf? but 
‘vehen he was ready to leave them, and their hearts to be forrawful 
becanfe of his departure ? When did he appeas'among them, and 
fay, Peace be unto you 7 but when they were fhut up together for 
fear of the perfecucing Jews # Whendid the room hake where 
they were, and the Holy Ghoft come down upon them, and they 


' 


(oned, convented, and threatened for the Name of Chrift ? Ads 4. 
24,31. When did Stephen fee Heaven opened, but when he was 
giving up his life for the teftimony of Jelus? Aéts 7. 55. And 
-knowerh, that io our natural {offerings we need fupport. Many 
a Chriftian chat hath waited for Chrift (with Simeon in the Tem- 


arms till he is dying; though his Love was fixed in their hearts 
before: and they that wondered that they tafted not of his com 
forts, have then when it was.needful received abundance. And 
indeed, in time of profperity, that comfort which we have is fo 
‘mixed according to the mixt cau€és of it, that we can very hardly 
difcern what of it is carnal, and what is {pititual. But when all 
‘worldly comforts and ‘hopes are gone, then that which is left 
is moft likely to be fpiricual, And the Spirit never wee 


may eafdlier comfort the moft dejected Soul, thenhim that feelech 


asthey.do intheir deepeft troubles and diftref&.. God ‘is not fo | 
lavifh of his choice. favours , as to beftow them unfeafonably : |. 
Even to his own will he give them at fo fit a time, when he know- | 


he feldom fail of fweetening the bitter cup. Therefore have the } 
IMarcyrs been poffeffors of the higheft Joys, and therefore were | 
ithey in former times fo ambitious of Martyrdom. I do not* think |: 
thee Paw! and Silas did ever fing more Joyfully, then when | 
they were fore with fcourgings, and were faft in the inner prifon, | 


fife pe voyces in praifing God? but when they were. impri- | | | 


though webe never puf to the fuffering of Martyrdom, yet God | 


ple) indaty and holinefs all his days, yet never firids him in his) 


Joh. #4. & I 5. 
& 16, & 17, 


John 20, 


4s. | 
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fenfibly and fweetly, then when it-worketh alone. Seeing then 
chat the time of Affliction, is the time of our moft pare, {piritual, 
heavenly Joy, for the moft patt, why fhould a Chriftian think it fo 
fad atime? Is not that our befteftate, wherein we have moft of 
God ? Why elfe do we defire to come to Heaven ? If we look 
for a Heaven of flefhly delights, we (hall find our felves miftaken. 
Conclude then, that Affliction #& not fobad a’ ftate fora Saint in 
his way to Reft, as the flefh would make it. Arc we wifer then 
God ? Doth not he know what is. good for us better then we? 
Oris he not as careful of our Good, as we are of our own? Ah, 
wo tous if he were not much more f and if he did not loveus 


As? 


better then we love either him or our felves ! 


eo. 


SECT. VIIL 


il - Seg 


UT let us heara lictle what ie is chat the flefh can object. 
1. Oh, faith one, I could bear any other Affli@tion fave 
this: If God had touched me in any thing. elfe, I could have un- 
dergone it patiently ; bue it is my deareft friend, or child, or wife, 
or my health it {cl#, &e. . 
TAnfwer: It feemeth God hath hit the right vein, where thy 
tmoft inflamed diftempered blood did lie: It’s his conftant courfe 
to pull down mens Idols, and take away that which is dearer to 
them then himfelf. There ic is that his Jealoufie is kindled ; and 
_ ~ | there itis chat thy Soul is moft endangered. If God fhould have 
taken from thee that which thou canft let go for him, and not 
that which chou canft not; or have afflicted thee where thou 
canft bear it, and not where thou canft not, thy Idol would nei- 
cher have been difcovered, nor removed: this would neicher have 
been a fufficient Tryal to thee, nor a Care; but have confirmed 
thee in thy Soul-deceit and Idolatry. 
| Objet. 2. Oh, but, faith another, if God would but deliver me 
out ofit, yet I could be content to bear it: but I have an uncure- 


able ficknefs, or L am like to five and dye in poverty, or difgrace 
or the like diftrefs, patents 


-§.8 


pees pats 


e 
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‘I anfwer, 1. Is. it nothing chat he hath promifed it fhall werk 
for chy ‘Good? Roms. 8.28. and that with the affli@tion he will| 
make a way to efcape? chat he will be with thee in it ?- and deliver 
thee ‘in che -fieteft manner and feafon ? 2. Is itnot enough thae 
thon art furetobe delivered at death > and that with fo full an ad- 
vancing deliverance? Oh what eurfed Unbelief doth this difcov 
m our hearts? That we would be more thankful to be mrned back 
again, into the ra tumultuous Sea of che World, ‘then to be 


fervice to the Church; it isnot thy Duty when God doth dif- 
able thee, He may call thee out of che Vineyard in this refpect, 
even before he call shee by death. If he lay chee mthe grave, and 
puc others in thy place todo the fervice, is this any wrong to 
thee ? or doth ic befeem thee to repine at it? Why {o, - if he call 
thee our before chy death, and lec thee ftand by, and fee others 
do the work in chy ftead, fhonld{t thou not be as wall content ? 
Matt Gad doall the wark by thee ? Haththe not gem Sarre as 
deat to him, and as firfor the employment ?: Bur, alafs, what de- | 
-ceithulnefs lieth in thefe hearts! When we have time, and healeh, 
and-opportunity to work, then we loyter, and do our Malter but 
very poor fervice: But when he fayeth Afiidtion upon ps, then we 


are itill negligent im chat part of the work which we cando. So, 
evhen we are in Health profperity, we forget the pablique, and 
= oo are 


complain that he difablech usfor his work : and yet perhaps we{ . 
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~ """ Tare carelefs of other mens miferies and wants, and minde almoft 
nothing but our felves: But when God Afflicteth ns, though he 
} excite us more to Duty for our felves, yet we complain that he dit 
ablech us for Daty fo othets: As if on the fudden we were gtown 
fo charitable, that we regard othet mens Souls fat more then onr 
@wn! But is not the hand of the flefh“inall. this difffmulation ? 
Secretly thus pleading ies own canfe 2 Whae pride of heart is this, 
tothink, that other men ecannot do the work as well as we ? Oc 
that-God cannot fe¢ to his Chureb, and provide for his people 
without us ? Pie he ee es See | 
' Object. 4. Oh, bue, faith anorher, Tt athe godly chat are ony 
afflictcrs : they difclaim-me, and will fearee look ae me; they cen- 
fure me , and backbite me, and flander me, and look upon me 
with a difdainful eye: If it were ungodly men, I could bear ir 
eafily : I look ‘for nobecter ae their hands: bute when chofe thar 
were my delight, and that I looked for daily comfort and reftefking 
from, when thefe fhall be my grief, and as thors in my fides ; 
who can bear ic ? —— | : ae 
__ Anfw, 1. Whoever is the inftrument, the Afliétion isfrom 
God, and the provoking caufe from thy felf: And were it not 
‘| ficter then that thou look more to God and thy felf? 2. Didft 
- | thou not know, that the bedt men are fill finful in part ? and thac 
* | their hearts are naturally deceitful, and defperately wicked, as well 
"| as others ? And this yg iow imperfectly cured, fo far as they are 
fiefhly, che fruits of the flefh will appear in them, which are frife, 
Gal.s 39,20, | hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, {editions , berefies, envy- 
ings, Cc. So far the beft 1s as abrier, and the nso ft upright of 
| | them faarper then a thorny bedg : Learn therefore a better ufe 
from the Prophet, A4icah 7. 4,5,6,7. Draft not (too much) ix 
afriend, nor put confidence in a guide; Keep the doors of thy 
month from ber that lieth in thy bofom, Gc. But look rather for 
*If we could | the Lord, and Wait for the God of thy Salvation. * 1c is likely 
wie. onr — -| thou hal® given chat Love and Tralt to Saints, which was due onely 


° to 
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to Ged, or which thou Raft denied him: and then no -wonder if 
he chaftife thee by them. Or perhaps che obfervation of ‘the ex- 
cellenci¢s of Grace hath made thee forget the vilenefs of Nature ; 
and therefore God will have thee takenetice of both. Many are 
tender.of Biving too much to the dead Saints, chat yet give too 
much to the liying without ferple. Tiff chon halt earned to fnffer 
from a Saint, as wellas from the Wicked, and to beabufed by che 
Gadly, as well as the Ungodly, never“fook to live 2 contented or 
comfortable life, nor never think thou haft truly learned the Art of 
Sufferg. Do not think ehat I vilifie the Samts too much in fo 
faying. 1 confels ic is picy thac Saints mut faffer from Saints ; 
And it is quite contraty to their holy Nature, and their Mafters 
Laws; who hatch left chem his Peace, and made Love to be the 
of his Difciples, and to be the firft, and great, and new 
Commandment. And] know that there is much difference be- 


Thope:were not all ungodly. 7obs wife end friends were {ad com- 
m3 {i tastier frien, with whom he 


witdom and goodacls of God, har tiaintaitiech chat order and 
Faion among us, as is: und that he fuffereth us not to be ftill one 


each other. Idare slot think chat there is no one gracious, that 


Sizs, you do not half know yet. the mortal wickednefs of  de- 
praved Nature. If ‘the beft were not more beholden to: the 
Ooo 3 | Grace 


| 45 


Joh. 14.27. & 
13 34,35-& 
15.12, 17. 

Mat.22-37339 
1 Ioh.3-11,34 


07, 38.23, & 
‘4-7 ,1E,12,20, 


adss 38 

| 33 
2 Chron eis 
1d, & 15, 27. 
Pfa.41.8, 9. 
Read Pla. 5§. 
12,13, tf. 


anothers executioners, and to fay-violent ‘hands on our felves, and |: 


hath labored to others that were fo, in théfe lace diffentions, | | 
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‘Grace of God without them, then ro the habitual Grace wichin 


be righteoss ? Behold he. patteth no truft inhi Saints, and the 
Heavens are not clean in bis fight : How much more abominable 
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chaftife us, fhall we prefently.look chat he fhould fall us with:com- |- 
fort? That were (as Mr Pan = faith) tomake Affliction to be 
no Affition. What good would the bitternefs do us, if it be pre- 
fently drowned in thac {weetnefs? It is well in fuch fufferings,: if | - 
you have but fupporting Grace and ec re to} 
work out your fin, and bringyoutoGod. = 
2."Do you not neglect or refift the comforts which you defire ?} - 
God hath filled Precepts, atid Promifes, and other of his Providene } 
ces with matter of comfort : If you willover-look all thefe,: and 
make nothing of them, and pore all upon your {afferings, and ob-} 
‘ferve one crofs more then a thoufand mercies, who maketh-you} — 
| gene ne a felves al yeu —. i you will se ee 
be comfortable as long as any thing aileth your fielh, you may tay} 
till deach before sine aici Sa . | 
_ 3.. Have your Ami@tions. wrought kindly «with you, and fit-| 
ed you for comfort ? Have they. humbled-you ?.: and brought | ‘ 
you to 3. faithfal confeffion- and. reformation of your beloved! : 
fin? and made yon fect. clofe, to. your. negleted Duties?: and}. . 
weaned your hearts from. .thejr -fosmec: Idols? and bronghe) -. 
them ‘ucisgnedly to take God-for rheit -Portion and their 
Reft? If. this be not, done, how .can you: expect Comfort? 
Should God binde up, che fore while it feltereth at che bot- 
‘tom? Ityg.not meer Suffering. that prepares yon for. ee 


- se- 
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bur the fuccefs and finite of Sufferi , 


many have written on it already : 
efpecially to read Mr Bayns Letters, and Mr Haghes his 

Red blooming and fruit-bearing , and. Young's. Co BNEE-R- 
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I {hall fay no more on this Subject of AMi@ions, becaufe fo 
which I defire you | 


‘aan Goaz. | CHAP.|- 
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}  CHAPRXEL 


|cAn Exbortation to. thofe that have 
got Afwrance of this Restor title to it, 

~~ phat they would do all that pofibly 
they can to help others to tt alfo. 


» SECT. L 


‘SANK aed Ach God fet before us fuch a glorious prize as this 

2"; eS Reft of che Saints is? And hath he | 
Y, B] Hilfe mee od capable of fuch an unconeeiveable Hap- 
— ste 2 patie then do not all the children of this 

| SAGES Kinedom beftir chemfelves more to help others 

SONS coche enjoyment of it? Alas, how litte are poor |. 
Soulsbout us, beholden to-the moft of us ? siicaaicaie = 


quite out of the way, and know that if they hold on, they can 


never couse there ; and they difeem not this. themfelves: And | 


Heaven be not empty ; end & the Souls of our brethren perifh nor | 


for ever. a - 

Bur becaafe this is a Duty which fo many neglect, and fo few ave 
econvineed that God doth expeét it at theic hands, and yet a duty 
of fo high concérnment, to the Glory of God, and the happinefs 
of men; I will fpeak of it omewhat the mare largely: and fhew 
you, 1. Wherein it doth eonfift, and bow to be. done: 2. What 
Jig the eanfe. that it is fo neglected: 3. And then give fome Conl- 
derations to perfwade you to the performance of ir, and others 

of it.; 4. And|afly, apply chis more particularly to 


to the 
fome _ whom it doth mare neatly concern. . Of all chele : 
tin of | } 


SECT. IL 


r. T Would have you therefore well underftand, what ig this 
+. JF work which Jam perfwading yon to. Know therron the 
Negative, 4. Ic is not to invade the office of the Miniftry, and 
every manto tuxn-2 publique Preacher. I would not have you ge 
beyond the bounds of your Callings: We fee by fad experience, 
-syhat fruits chofe mens teaching doth bring forth, who-run pneall-. 
ed: and thruft themfelves. into the place of publique Teachers , 


thinking themfelves-the firtelt for the workin the pride of their | J 
hearts, re need-zo.be.tanghe che very prmeiples of Ke> me 


| Ngion how litde doth Gad blefs che laboursot thele felt-conpyit- 


: ‘ oe & 
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‘= damine: | Lately got in che Church by this impofture! The time: chat fhould 
prea be ica iyed in drawing mens Souls from fin to Chrift, is imployed 
ne feducantur ; | in drawing them to opmions.and parties: When men are fallen in 
monnds #q4is | Tove with theit * own coneeits, and proudly think chemfdves the 
[eerie ait. | wifelt, bow diligently do they labour to get: them followers? as 

carsis indut- ‘if tomakea mati a profelite to. their opinions, were gs happy a 
geat ; Denigue | work as to convert him to Chrift !_ And when they fall among che 
ep Ecclefie is- | lichter, ignorant, unfounder fort of profeffors, whofe Religion is | 
tereft ut infirmi afin their brain, andon cheir torigue, ‘they feldom fail of their de- 
de fub dotieri- | fired foccefs. Thefe inven fhall fhortly know, that to bring a man 
bus & peftorie | to the knowledg and Love of -Chrift, is another kind of work, 
bus. Boger. | then to-bring him tobe Baptized again, or to be of fuch.a Church, 
in Epift. ante | or {oth fide. -Unhappy are the Souls chat are taken in their 

GodiPie, | “0ates Who-when they have: {pent their lives in ftudying and 
7S peatus qi | contending for che circumftantials of Religion, which thould have 
venas fufurrii | been {pent in ftudyirfy and loving the Lord Jefus, do in the 
ivini percipsxs | end reap an empty - hatvelt fuirable cto their empty profef- 
in stig 5 fion. : | 7 

m oorum : , 
ulig_ue8 bomink dominum expellare 2——— tanum cave ; we abundari incipias in fenfis tuo,e> velis 
| plus faperé quam oportet fapcre; ne forte dum lucem Sectavis impingas in tencbras ; illud:nte tibi 
| demonie meridi@so. Bernard, Serm, go. _ 


3. Nor gfe you to{peak againft mens fanles behind 
their backs, and be filenc before their faces, as the common cuftom. 
| of the world is. To tell other men of their faults, tendeth little to 

their reformation, if they hear it not themfelves. To whifper out 

mens faults to others, as it cometh not from Love, or fromany ho- 

neft principle, fo ufirally doth it produce no good effect: For if 
the party hear not of it, ir cannot better him: If hedo, he will 
take icbutasthe reproach of an enemy, tending co difgrace him, 
-| and not as the faithful counfel of a friend, tending to recover him s 

and as chat which is fpoken to make him odious, and not to make 
him vertuous. It tendeth not to provoke to godlinefs, bur to raife 
| contention: for « whisperer feparateth the chicfeft friends, Prov. 
{16.28 And how few fhall we find thar make confcience of |. 
|:this horrible fin ? or that will confefs it, and bewail it when they 


| are 
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3 
fe to have wronged them; or if it be of one that | 

- Jeclip(eth their glory, or that ftandeth in the way.of their gain or | Gen.3 rz. 

efteem ; or if i¢ be one chat differeth from them in Judgment, or | Pfalm qr 7. 
is commonly pone againft by others, who is it that maketh | 

ary Confcience of ba r | 

obferve, that the forwarder they are to backbicing, the mote back-| 

ward always to faithful admonifhing ; and none {peak lefs of a] * Sam.22.9. 

mans faults to his face for his reformation, then thofe that {peak Dan.6 3. 


Rom 1.39 30 


mok of them behind his back to his defamation. IF ill-will or John 7. 53. 


= 
o 
S 


keth a man to vomit up all thac he taketh, while it {elf remaineth 
and continuerh the difeafe. (Its Chryfoftomes(imilitude.) e 
So far am I from perfwading therefore to this prepofterons courfe, 


plainly,and to’tell him his fault firit in private, and then before wit- | _ 
nefs, till we fee whether he will be won, or not, Levit..19« 17s | Prov.25.230 

Mat, 18. 15, 16, 17; Aad how he dare. do as he would not be| | 
doneby2 hie 


res 
rod 


te 
to deal with, wlio 


. 
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Mercy, 
of the t: Shew hj 
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isa child of wrath, amd, enemy to God; and by 4taal fin much} 
more: Shew him th&@Me and Hainous namst of fin; the abfoluce 
neceffity he fandeth m of 2 Saviour’; thdfreenels.of the promife ; 
the fulnefs of Cheift ; she {ufficieticy at: bis Satisfaction ; his readi- 
nefsto receive ‘all char are ‘ivilling co be dls 3. the: Authority and: 
Dothinion whiok be hath purchafed over usc Shei higr alfa che 
abfolute neceffity of Regenevation Faith and Halinefs of Life ; how 
impoffible it is to have Salvation by Chrift without thefe ; and 
what they are,and the true nature.of them. JE when heandcr-: 
ftandeth all this, you find his Sou! inthralled in prefumption and falfe 
hopes, perfwading himfelf chat he is a,cme Believer, and pardoned, 
and reconciled, and fhail be faved by Chrift, and all chis upon falfe 
grounds, ar sicerly becanfe he would fave ic fo, (which is a.com- 
mongafes) Thenarge him hard to examine his Rate: fhew him 
she neceflaty of trying; tke danger of being deceived; the com- 
monnesa and eafinels of mitaking through the deceitfilneds of ' che 
heart; stheexttenm spadnels of parting it to a blind adventuce; | 
or of refting in negligent or walful uncertainty > Help him in coying 
fie(elf: Produce fome undenyable Evidences from Scripuire : 
Asi¢him, Whether theferde in him ot mot 2 ‘Whether ever the found 
fuch-workings or difpoGisions in his keaat ? “Urge him to yational 

wer :.do motieave-him, till you fave canviaced him of his mi- 
fery : and then feafonably and wifcly hew hina che remed@ Hf he 
| produce fome common ifts, ‘or.ducies, or.-works ; know£L0 what 
Pe he doth produce them? If to joyn with Conift in compofing 


\him a Righteonfnels ; fhew. him how vain and deltonétive they. 
are: Ifittbeby way of Evidence to proveshis.itle co.Chrift;:fhew | 


' him how far-acomynon work may reach 5 and wherein the Life of 


| Chriftianity doth confift ; and how-far he mutt'go further if be will) - 


.| be Chrift’s’ difeiple. In the mean time, that he be nor difcouraged 


with hearing of fo high a‘meafure ; fhew him the way by which 

| he muft attain it: be fure to draw him to the ule of all means = 

| {et him a hearing and reading the Word, calling upon God, accom. 
panying gre godly : per(wade him to ieave his actual fin, and to- 


| get out OF all ways of temptation ; efpecially to forfake ungodly 
' cogipany 3 and Co wait patiently on God in the ufe of means: and 


Chew.him the {trong hopes, that info doing he may have of a blef-. 


Gng ; this being the way. that God willbetoundin. =. 
P 


2 If 
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If. you perteeive him poffeffed with any prejudieare conceits 


| againft the godly, and the way of holinefs; him ‘their falf- 


hood, and with wifdom and mecknefs arifwer his Objections. 

If he beadditted to delay che duties he is convinced ‘of, .or Ia- 
zinefs and {tupidiry do endangerhis Soul ; then lay it om the more 
powerfully, ‘and fer home uporr his heart the'moft piercing coafi- 
derations, and labour to faften f¥@n.as thorns in his confcience, 
thac he may find no eafe or reft till he change his eftace.... 3 


- SECT.IV. 


Ucbecaufe in all works the manner of doing them is of great- 
eft moment, and the right ‘alien th much farther 
the fuceefs; I will here adjoyna few Dire@ions, which you muft 


| befure to obferve in this work of Exhortation : for it s$ not every 


advice that ufeth to fucceed, nor any manner of doing it, that will 
ferve the turn. Obferve therefore thefe Rules. : 
1. Set upon the work fincerely, and with right intentions. Let 
thy Ends be the Glory of God in the parties Salvation. Do it 
not co get a name or efteem to thy elf; or to bring men to depend 
upon thee ; or to get thee followers: Do not as many camal Pa- 


rents ad Matters will do, viz. rebuke their Children and Servants 


for thofe fins that difpleafe them, and are againft their profitor their 
humors, as difobedience, unthriftinefs, unmannerlinefs, &c. and 
labour much to reform them in thefe, bue never feck in the right 
way that God hath appointed, to fave their Souls. But be fure thy | . 
main end be to recover them from mifery, and bring them into the 
way of eternal Reit. 


@. 
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SECT. V. 


rm Ly. Speedily : Asyou would not have them Delay their 

returning, fo do not you Delay to feck their return. 
You are parpofing long to {peak to fuch an Ignorant -neighbor, 
and to dea! with fuch a {candalous finner, and yet you ‘have never 
done it. Alas, he ranson the {core all this while: he goes deeper 
indebr: wrath is heapingup: Sip taketh rooting: Cuftom doth 
more faften him: Engagements to fin grow ftronger and more 
numerous: Confcience grows feared: the heart grows hardened :. 
while yon delay, the Devil rules and rejoyceth: Chrift’is thut 
out: the Spirit is repolfed: God is dayly difhonored :. his Law 
is violated: he is without a Servant, and that fervice from him > 
which he fhonid have: the Soul continueth in a doleful ftate : 
time runs on : the day of vification haftech away: death and judg- 
ment ate evenat the door: and what if che man dye and mifs of 
Heaven, while you are purpofing to teach him and help him to it ? 
What if he drop into hell while you are parpofing to prevent it ? 
If in cafe of his bodily diftrefs, you muft not bid him, goand come 
again to morrow, when you have it by you, and he is in want, 
Prov. 3.27, 28. how much lefs may you delay the fnccor of his 
Soul: If once death {hatch him away, he is then out of the reach 
of your Charity. ; 


Ppp 3 | SECT. 


§.6. 


- ‘lyon ‘have no other end but the -procuring of their everlafting: 


| pleafe you, and to keep your friendfhip, were to footh you in 
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2; L* “thy Exhortation proceed from Compaffion and Love: 

and fet the manner of it clearly fhew the perfon rhow deal- 
eft with, that 1t ‘hence proceedeth. It is not jecring, or {corning, 
or reproachinga oran for his faults, chat is a likely.way to work | 
hig reformation: Nor is it the right way to convert ‘htm to God, ' 
torail at him, and vilifie him with words of difgract.* ‘Men will 
take them for their enemies that thus deal with them: And the 
words of an enemy .are little perfwading. Lay by your Paffion 
| therefore, and take up compaffion, and go to poor finners with | 
tearsin your eyes, that they may fee you indeed believe them to 
be miferable ; and that you do unfeignedly pity thar cafe: Deal 
| with them with earnelt humble intreatings : Let them fee cthae 
| your very bowels do yearn over them, and that it is the very-de- 
fire of your hearts to do them good: Let them perceive char 


4 Bappinefs ; and chat tt ts ycur fenfe of: their danger, and your 
love to their Souls that forceth you to fpeak; even ‘becarfe you 
| know the terrors of the Lord, and for fear icf you tfhould fee 

them in eternal torments. Say to them: Why friend, you 
know it is no advantage ef my own that I feek The way ro 


your way, or to fpeak well of you, or to let you alone: bur 
Love willnot fuffer me to fee you perifh, and be filent: I feek 
nothing at your hands. but chat which is ncceflary to your own 
‘| happinefs = Icis your felf thac will have the gain and comfort if 
‘| you come iato Chrift, &c.—— If men fhould chus go to eve- 
‘| ry ignorant wicked neighbor they have, and chus deal with them, 
Oh what bleffed fraits fhould, we quickly fee ! I am dfhamed to 
hear fome lazy hypocritical wretches, to revile their poor igno- 
rant neighbors, and feparate from their company and communion, 
and pone to judg them anfictor their fociety , before ever they 
once tryed with them chis compaffionate Exhortation! Oh 
youlitele know what a prevailing courfe this were like to prove | 


Love ! I know it muft be God that muft change mens hearts : | 


hortation , peg Or mac ' 
And therefore I befeech chofe that are faithful to practife. chis | 
courte. aa a ee 
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“6BCT. VIL 


4. A Direction I would give you is this: Do it with 
‘ all poffible plainnefs and faithfulnefs. Do nor dawb 
with men, and ‘hide from cherh their mifery or danger, or any 
part of ir: Do not make their fins. lefs then they ares nor {peak 
of chem in an extenuating language: Do not encourage them in 
a falfe hope or faith, no more then you would difconrage the 
found hopes of the righteous. If you fee his cafe dangerous, tcl 
him plainly of ic: Neighbor, I am afraid God hath not yet renew- 
ed your Soul ; and thae it isyet a vee to the great work of 
Regeneration and Sanétification : I doubt you are not yet reco- 
vered from the power of Satan to God, nor brought out of the 
{tate of wrath which you were bom in, and have lived in: I 
doube you have not chofen Chrift above all, nor fet your heart 
ol him, nor unfeignedly. taken him for your Soveraign Lord 
It you had, fureyou durft not fo cafily difobey him; you could 
not fo negleé him and his ay in your family and dope | 
lique: you could not fo eagerly follow the world, and talk of 
| almoft nothing but che things of chis werld, while Chrift is fel- 
dom mehtioned or fought after by you. If you were m Chrift, 
you would be anew Creature : old chings would be paffsd away, 
and all chings would become new : you would have new thoughts, 
and new talk, and new company, and new endcavors anda new 
| converfation: Certainly without thefe you can never be faved : 
You may think otherwile, and ‘hope better as long as you will, 
but your hopes will all deceive you, and petifh with you: Alas, 
itis notas you will, nor asI will, who thall be faved ; but ic is as 
God will: and God hath told us, That without bolinefs none thall 
fee him, and except we. be born again we cannot enter into his 
Kingdom; and that all that would not have Chrift raign over 
them, fhalf be brought forch and deftroyed before him. Oh 
therefore look to yaur ftate in time. eee Sea ee 
Thas muft yoo deal roundly and faithfully with men, if ever you 
intend to do them good: Ic is not hovering at a diftance m a 
| gener 
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general difcourfe that will ferve the turn : Ic is not in curing 
mens Sonls as in curing their bodies, where they muft not know 
their danger, left it fadden them, and hinder the cure. They are 
here agents, in their own cure ; and it they know noc their mifery, 
they will never bewail it, nor know how much need they have 
of a Saviour: If they know not the wort, chey will not labour 
to prevent ic ; but will fic still or loiter till chey drop into perdi- 
tion, and will cifle out their time in dilays cll it be coo lace: 
And therefore fpeak to men as Chrift ro the Pharifces, rill they 
knew that he meant them. Decal plainly, or you do but deceive 


SECT. VIIL 


5» J Ndas you mut do it Plainly, fo alfo Serioufly, Zealonfly, 
and Effectually. The excceding Rupidiry and deadnefs 

of mens hearts is fuch, that no other dealing will ordinarily work. 
You mutt call loud to awake a man in aSwounor Lethargy. If 
you {peak to the common fort of men, of the evil of their fin, of 
their need of Chrift, of the danger of their Sou's,‘ and of che ne- 
ceffity of Regeneration, chey will wearily acd unwillingly give 
you the hearing, and put off all with afigh, ora few good withes, 
and fay, [God forgive us, weareall finaers, | and therc’s an end. 
it ever you will do them good cherefore, you mult fharpen your 
exhortation,: and fer ic home,:and follow ie with theic hearts, 
-{ til you have roazed chem up, and made chem begin to look abour 
them. Let them know that chow ‘peak not to them of indifferent 
things, nor about childrens gamcs, or worldlings van'tics, or mat- 
cers of a fewdays or years continuance ; nor yet abouc matters 
of uncertainty, which perhaps may never come. to pafs: But ic 
is about the faving or damning of their Souls and bodies ; and 
Whether rhey fhall be Blefled with Chrift, or cormented with 
1 Devils, and chac for ever and ever wichout any change; Ic is, 
how to ftand betore God in Judgment, and what anfwer to give, 
and how they are like co fped: And this Judgmenc and cternal 
| State they fhall very fhorely fee, they are almoft ac it; yet afew 
more nights and days, and they (hall prefently be ac char laft day ; 
Qqg a 
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chanze, as the Heaven is over their heads, and the earth under their 


_| ters to be playd with, or paffed over with a few carclefs chonghts ! 
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out their laft; and then as certainly fhall they fee thac mighty 


feet. Ohlabour to make men know, that itis mad jefting about 
Salvation or Damnation; and that Heaven and'Hell be nor mat- 


Is it moft cerrain that one of thefe days thou fhale be either in 
everlafting unchangeable Joy or Torments, and doth it not awake 
thee ? Is there fo few that find the way of life? fo many chat go 
che way of death? fo hard to ¢fcape? fo eafie to mifcarry ? and 
chat while we fear nothing but think all is well ?, and yet do you fie 
ftill and erific ! Why what do you mean ? what do you chink on ? 
The woild is paffing away : its pleafures are fading : ics honours 
are leaving you: its profits will prove unprofitable co you: Hea- | - 
ven ot Hell area lictle before you: God is Juft and Jealous: his |. 
Threatenings are true: che great day of his Judgment will be 
terrible :.your time runson: your lives are uncertain: you are 
far behind hand: you have loitered long: your cafe is dangerous : 
your Souls are far gone in fin: you are ftrange to God: you are 
hardened in evil cuftoms: you have no affurance of pardon to 
thew: if youdye to morrow, how anteady are you? and with 
what terror will your Souls go out of your bodies ? And do you 
yet loiter for all this 2? Why confider with your felves: God {tand- 
ethall chis while waiting your leafure: his patience beareth : his 
Juftice forbeareth : his Mercy intreateth you: Chrift ftandeth 
offering you his blood and merits: yoy may have him freely , 
and life with him: che Spirit is perfwading you:. Confeience 
is accafing and urging you: Munifters are praying for you, and 
calling upon you : Satan Stands waiting when Juftice will cut off 
your lives, thac he may have you: This is/yonr time: Nowor 
Never. What! had you rather lofe Heaven ther your profits 
or pleafures ? had you rather burn in Hell, chen repent on Earth ? 
had you rather howl and roas chere,. chen pray day and night for 
mercy here? ot to have Drvils your Tormentors, then to have 
Chrilt your Governor? Will you renounce your part in God and 


| Glory, rather then renounce your curfed fins? Do you thinka} . 


holy life coo much for Heaven? or too. dear a courfe to prevent | 
an endlcfs mifery ? Oh friends; What do you think of thefe} 


things? God hath made you men, and endued you with Reafon ;, 
: oO 
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do not renounce your Reafon where you fhould chiefly ufe it. —. 
In this manner you muft deal roundly and ferioufly with men. 
Alas, it isnot a few dull words between Jeft and carneft, beeween 
fleep.and waking, asit were, that will waken an ignorant dead- 
hearted finner ¢ When a dull hearer and a dull fpeaker meet toge- 
ther, adead heart and a dead exhortation, it is far unlike to have 
alively effet. If a man fall down in a Swoun, you will not fland 
crifling with him, but lay hands on him prefently, and foatch him 
Jap, and rub him, and call loud tohim: Ifahoufe be onfire, you 
will not in acold affected ftrain go tell your neighbor of ir, nor 
go make an oration of the nature and danger of fite ; but you will 
run out, and cry, Fire, Fire: Matters of moment mutt be feri- 


oufly deale with. To tell aman of his fins fo fofdly as E4i did his | 


fons, or reprove him fo gently as fehofaphat did Ahab (Let not 
the King fay fo) doth ufually as much faim asgood. Iam per- 
{waded the very manner of fome mens reproof and exhortations, 
| hath hardened many a finner in the way of dcftruction: To tell 
them of Sin, or of Heaven or Hell, inadull, eafie, carelefs lan- 
| guage, doth make men think you are not in good fadnefs, nor do 
|mean as you fpeak ; but either you fcarce think your (elves {uch 
things are trne, or elfe you take them for {mall indifferent matters, 
ot elfe fure you would never fpeak of them in {uch a flight indiffer- 
Jent manner, Oh Sirs, deal with Sin as Sin, and {peak of Heaven 
and Hell as they are, and not as if you were in Jeft. T confefs 
I have failed much in this my (lf; the Lord lay ic nor to my 
charge. Loathnefs todifpleafe men, makes us undo them. 


SECT, IX. 


6 4&7 Et left you run into extreams, I advife you to do it with 
| Prudence and difcretion. Be as ferious as. youcan; but 

yet with Wifdom. And efpecially you muft be wife in thefe 
things following. 1. In choofing che fitteft feafon for your Ex- 


47i 


xu Sam.23. 
1 Kings 22.8, 


$9. 


hortation: not to deal with men when chey are in paffion. or}. — 


drunk, or in publique, wh-re they will rake it for 2 difgrace. Mn 


fhould obferve when finners are titref® to hear inftructions, | 


Phyfick muft not be given at all times, but infeafon. Opportu- 
| | Qgqq 2 aaie 
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nity advantagech every work. It is an excellent example chat 
Pant giveth us, Gal.2.2. He communicated the Go‘pel to them, 
yet privately to them of reputation, left he fhould rua in vain. 
Some men’ would take thisto be a finful complying with cheir 
Cortuption, to yield. fo far to their pride and bafhfulnefs , 
as to teach them only in private, becaufe they. would be a- 
fhimed to own the Truth in Publique: Bur P.4U L knew 
how great a hinderance mens reputation is to cheir entertain- 
ing of the Truth ; and chat the remedy muft not only be 
ficted to the diftafe, buit alfo'ro the Rrength of the Patient ; 
and that info doing ‘the Phyfician is not guilty of favoring the 
d-feafe’, bur is praife-worthy for taking che right way to 
cure; and that learners and young beginners, muft not be 
deale with as open profcffars. Moreover, means will work 
éafily if you take the opportunity; when the Earth is fofc, 
the. Plow will enter. Take a man when he ts under affiictee 
on, or in the houfe of moarming, or newly Rirred by fome 
moving Sermon, and then fer it home, and you may do him 
good. Chriftian Faichtulnefs doth require us, not enely todo 
good when it falls in gur way, bat to watch for opportunities of }. 
doing good. =e 7 | a, 8 

2 Be wife alfo ih fuiting your Exhortation to the quality and 
temper of the perfon. All mcats are not for all ftomacks: One man 
will vomit that up again in your face, whieh another will digeft. 
1. If it bea learned, or ingenious, rational man,’ you muft deal 
more by convincing Arguments, -and lefs by paffionate pcr{wafi- 
crs: 23 If itbe one that is both ignorant and ftupid,there is need of 
both: 3. 1f one that is convinced, but .yet is not converted, you 
muft ufe moft chofe means that rouze up the affeCtions. 4. If they 
be obftinate and fecure, you mutt reprove them fharply. 5. If they 
be of timorous, tender nitures, and apt to dejetions or diftract- 
‘on, they mult be cenderly dealt wich. All cannot bear that rough 
‘dealing as fome can. Love, and Plainnefs, and Seriouinefs, takes 
-withall : but words of terror fome can fcarce bear. This ts (as 
we fay of ftronger Phyfick, Hellebore, Colloguintida,8¢. nec puero, 
mec Jeni, nec imbecillo, fed robufto, Ge.) not fic for every com- 
\plexion and ftate. | 2. 2 | 

3. You mult be wife al(o in ufing the apteft éxpreffions. Many 
a Miniter doth deliver nioft exccHlent neccffary matter, in fuch un- 


ae eee : lavory 
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we 
favory, harfh, and unfeemly language, thac it makes the hearers 
oath the food that they fhould live by, and laugh at a Sermon that 
might make them quake : E(pecially if they be men of curious 
lears, and carnal hearts; and have more common wit and patts 
then the fpeaker. And fo it is in private Exhortation, as well as 
pablique : If you cloath the moft amiable beautiful Truth in the 
fordid rags of unbefeeming language, you will make men difdain 
| itas monftrous and deformed, though it be the off-{pring of God, 
and of che higheft nature. 


AIR 


- $ECT.X. 


§. 10. 

t drachmm 
auri fine ima- 
gine pi'ncipss, 
fie verba bore 
tantis fine au- 
thorilate Dei, 
contemnunt be- 
mines ¢ Ge 
Lyrpfius, 


7. L* all your Reproofs and Exhortations be backed with the 

Authority of God. Let the finner be convinced that you 
fpeak not from yout fclves, or of your own head, Shew them che 
very words of Scripture for what you fay: Turn them to the 
very Chapter and Verfe where their fin is condemned, and where 
the duty iscommanded. Prefs them with the Truth and Autho- 


SECT. XI. 


‘ yo muft alo be Frequent with menin this Duty of &xbor- >t 
tation. Teisnotonce or twice that ufually will prevail: If 
God himfelf mut be conftantly foliciced, as if importun'ty could 
prevail with him when nothing elfe can , and therefore require us, | 
| always to pray, and not.to Wax faint : the fame courfe, no doubr, i oe . 


1 will be moft prevailing with men. Therefore are we command- 
edto Exhort one another d:yly ; and With all long- Suffering. As 


8949.3 Ly pfs ee 


2 Tin. 4- 3 
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ut iguis_e falice 
non uno bite, 
Po. 


& 


| f chey were, yet if they benot followe 
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Lypfins faith, The fire 1s not always bronght ont of the flint at one 
firoke > nor mens g bier kindled at del exhortation, And 

, they will foon grow 
cold again. .Weary out finners with your loving and earneft entrea- 
ties. Follow chem, and give them no reft in their fin. This is crue 
Charity : and chis is the way to fave mens Souls; anda courfe that 
willafford you comfort upon review. : 


SECT. XII. 


9. Sine to bring all your Exhortations to an Iffue: Stick not in 


the work done, but look after the fuccefs, and aim at that 
end in all your fpeeches. Ihave long obferved it in Minifters and 
private men’, thaec if they {peak never fo convincing powerful 
words, and yet:their hearts do not long after the {uccefs of them 
with che hearers, but all their care isover wher they have done 
their fpeech, pretending that having done their duty, they leave 


_| the Iflue to God, thefe men do feldom profpet in their labors: Bat 


thofe whofe very heart is fec upon the work, and that long to fee 
it cake for the hearers convetfion, and ufe to enquire how it {peeds, 
God ufually bleffech their labord, though more weak, Labor 


| therefore to drive all your fpeeches to the defited Iffue. If you are 


reproving afin, ceafe not till ( if ic may be) you have gor the 
Gnner to prompfe you to leave it, and to avoyd the occalions of it: 


| If you areexhorting toa Duty ; urge the pzrty to promife you 


prefendy to fet upon it. If you would draw them co Chrift, 
leave not till you have made them confefs, that their prefent unre. 
peers ftate is mifer@ble, and not tobe refted in; and cill they 

ave fubfcribed to the neceffity of Chrift, and of a change; and 
till they have promifed you to fall clofe to the ufe of means. O 
that all Chriftians would be perfwaded, to take this courfe with all 
thelr Neighbors that are yet ini the flefh ; that are enflaved to fin, 
and ftrangers to Chrift } 2 * = 


SECT. 
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~SEC® XIII. 
| , a §. 13. 
10. ne Be {ure that your Examples may Exhort, as well as | wee. fe in- 
your words. Let them fee youconftant in all the Duties | fecfcre fenfus 


that you perfwade them to: Let them fee in your lives that differ- | 4sews edi- 
ence from finners, and that excellency above the world, which you a ew 
perfwade them to in your fpeeches. Let them fee by your conftant 
Labors for Heaven, that you do indeed beleeve that which you 
would have them tobeleeve. If you tell others of the admirable 
Joys of Heaven, and your felves do nothing but drudg for che 
world, and are as much taken up in ftriving co be rich, or as quar- 
reifom with your Neighbors in a cafe of commodity,as any others ; 
who will then beleeve you ? or who will be perfwaded by you to 
(eek the everlafting riches 2 Will they not racher think, that you 
perfwade them to look after another world, and to neglect this, 
that fo you might have the more of it to your felf? Lec nog men 
{ee you proud, while yon exhort them to be humble ; nor to have 
a feared Confcience in one thing, while yon would have theirs ten- 
der in another. An innocent life is a continual powerfyl reproof to 
the wicked : And the conftant practice of a holy and heavenly life, 
is aconftant difquietment to the Con{cience of a Worldling, anda 
conftant folicitation of him to change his courfe. 


[ervantion qui 
fit Populus. 
Loripedews 
veétas devideat, 
ZE'biopem al- | 
bus; Duis tn 
lerit Gracches 
de feditione 
quereites 2? S: 
‘fur difpliceat 
Vierzt, bomici- 
dz Miloni,crc.. 
Siguis oppre 
brits dignum 
latraverst Ine — 
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And thus 1 have opened to you the firft and great part of this 
Duty, confifting in private familiar Exhortation, for the helping of 
poor Souls co this Reft, chat are out of the way, and have yet no 
Tide to it: and I have (hewed you alfo the manger how to perform 
it that you may fucceed, I wall now {peak a little of the next 


part. | 


SECT. XIV. + 

Efides the duty of private admonition, you muftdo your ut-| _ §- 14. 
moft eridevors ¢o help men to profit by the publique Ordinan- 
: CES. 


ay 


a oo 


Se ss aha ee 
| ces. And to that end you muft do thefe things. 1. Do your ep- 
| devors for the procuring of Faithful Minifters where they are want- 

Rom, 10. t4. | ing. This is Gods ordinary means éf converting and faving. How 

ae fhall they hear without a Preacher ? Not oncly for your own fakes 
therfore but for the poor miferable ones about you,do all you can to 
bring this to pafs. Jf the Gospel be bed, it us hid tothem that are 
lot, Where vifion faileth, the pcople perif. Improve therefore 
all your Intereft and Diligence to thisend. R'de, and go, and feek, 
and make friends, till youdo prevail: If means be wanting, ro 
maintain a Minifter, extend your purfes to the ucmoft, rather then 
the means of metus Salvation fhould be wanting. Who knoweth 
how many Souls may blefs you, who have been converted and 
faved by the Mini{try which you have procured ? Ic isa ‘higher and 
nobler work of charity, then if you gave all thac you have to re- 
lieve their Bodies : (Though both mult be regarded, yet the Soul 
in the firft place.) What abundance of good might great men do 
in this, if they were faichtul improvets of their interefts and eftates, 
as men that beleeve God hath the chief intereft, and will thortly 
call them toan account for ‘their Scewardfhips? What unhappy 

Reformers hath the Church ftill mee withall, chat in ftead of taking 

away the corruptions in che Church, do diminifh that maintenance 

which fhould furcher the work ? If our Ignorant Forcfathers gave 
it for che fervice of the Church, and cheir more knowing pofterity 
nant facrilegt.| do takeitaway, without the leaft pretence of right'to ir, 1 doubt 

Qye Curtius,| not but the pious intent of Progenitors will more extenuate the 

“* Hath aegl tault of their Ignorance, then the Knowl dg of their Pofterity-will 
{ ° : . 

Englandalrca. ; excufe their Sacriledg. Alafs, chat che fad example of King Henry 

dy been asthe! the eighth’s Reformation, and che almoft * ‘miraculous confumpti- 

: te? | O° of the eftates of Impropriators, and che many hundred Congre- 

on fre with a| gations that live in woful darknefs for want of maintenance for a 

coal that fice | Miniftry fhould yec be no more effectual a warning to this Age. 

ked to the} If they take away moft, and give back a little, we are beholden to 

A:th = which | cheir bounty. If a corrupt Otficcr lofe his Incereft, the Church 

vise ela doth not lofe hers, Here is great talk of reducing the Church .co 

De Eccaha \ the Pricnicive patecrn: If fo; I dareathrm chat every Chuich mutt 
taut aliquid [te i, 
. ur aed prodity:i enm>aratur, Aug. in Johan. The Arguments ufed f late to 


excute this hainous fin, are much of che nature of thofe which Dio iftes fester was won: 
co wfe iuthe Lkecaic, dt vid. in Valerit Maximi lb. 1, ca.2. Bt fuftind 21. 


2 Cor. 4. 3. 
Prov. 29. 18. 
| By fleight or 
by force they 
fo muzzle the 
pour laboring 
Ox, that they 
mike an Afs 
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| have many Minifters: (And they that know whereif the work of |° Fo make up 


ni " that nambcr 
the Miniftry doth confit, willno more wonder at chat, then thata| ory, ee 
) thar the . 
that be, when they will {carce afford maintenance for one’? They | church hnu'd 


( 


thought to plead my own intereft: E(pecially a dying man fhould | men would 
be out of the reach of fuch accufations. Buc the Lord knoweth, | fludy & enter 
| i; into the Mi. 
niftry who can 
maintain 
themfel ves, & 
fo do thework 
freely. Let 
them know to 
their faces , 
chat itisawork 
that thegreat- 
eftLord in the 
land is not too 
good for, Sce 
what Herein, 
faith ad Dae - 
mafum. 
Clericos jllos 
convenit. cccle- 
fia flipendiss 
fufkent ari ,qui- 
bus parentum 


the people that are robbed and bear the lofs, more then the Mini- 
fters: Minifters muft and will have maintenance, or elfe men will 


can well over-fee and watch over more thena thoufand Souls? 
nor 1 think fo many. Many Congregations have four thoufand, 
ren thoutand, twenty thoufand, fome fifty thoufand, yea feventy 
thoufand. How many Officers will the State maintain in an Ar- 
| my of thirty thoufand e J had almoft faid, the work of governing 
che Church is greater, and hath need of as many. I would ail 
Scripture and primitive patrerns were well viewed inthis. Oh 
happy Reformation, if Popith fuperfticious Clergy men, had been 
aay taken down, and able godly men put in their places, or in 
tight offices, without fuch diminution of the number or the | 
maintenance | Or if a fapply at prefent could not be had, yet ope: 
fhould they not have overthrown the hopes ‘of pofterizy. But | censureipen- 
toleave this Digreffion: I hope thofe chat God hath called to his | gia, Outautem 
work, will labour never the lefs for the en of their mainte- bas a 
ance: And thofe of the people rhat can do no more, can yet pray | &* opHias 1B 
the Lord of the" ar Care will fend forth labourers. . And “pet kes 
he that hath put that petition into our mouths, I hope will put the | jy eg accipi 
anfwer into our hands. a wat facrilkgium 
2 prifeélo ine 
currant, & conmittynt, Arid befides it would bear up the credit of the office,and take 


off much prejudice from the people. 


Reet SECT. 
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— SECTAXV. - 
§.15. | 2. 7 Ecis itnot enough that yon feck after Teachers, but efpe-. 

4 > cally you mutt feek after fich as are fireftfor the work. 

| An ignorarn Emperick chat killeth more then he cureth; doth not 
fo mudh diffcr from an able Phyfician, as an unskilfal Minrfter From 

fone that is able, Alas, this isthe great defect amongus: Men 

* And almoft | “hat ae fitted for the work indeed are atmoft wonders : One or 
as fewthar are | EWO, ot three, or four ina County ismuch. * How few thachave. 
well skilled | divedanto.tle Myfterias of Divinity ? or’ have throughly ftudied 
in managing | the moft needful controverfies? -or are able td explain or main- 
peau pa tain the Truth ? Bat only they fore their Memories with the Opi- 
ftence. | nions and Phrafes of thofé Teachers that are in molt credit, in 
"+ | commen cafes ; and then they chink they are Divines : And every 

| "| man that fteps out of their common rode, they can fay he is Erro- 
. | Meous or Heretical ; but how to confute him they cannot tell. 
Alas, whence cometh this mifery to the Charch‘?' ‘The late Pre- 
lates difcountenancing the godly learned, is one main’ canfe ; and 
their filling the Miniftry with the vileft that did beft fic their ends : 
And fo great a Corruption of the Miniftry carmot. fuddenly be 
cored. And another great caufe is this: ° here isnot a choice 
nde of the moft-excellenteft wits, and thole youths that are ripeft 

in learning and Religion: but fome of them are fo rich, chat the 
Miniftry 1s too mean for chem; and {ome fo poor, thar they have 

| No maintenance to fubfift on at the Univerfities. And fo ever 
one that is beft furnithed to maké a-trade.of che Miniftry, or whole | 
parents have bett aff:Ction to it, how unfit foever the Child is, mnft 
be a Minifter : and chofe few, very few, ‘choice wits that wonld 

be fitcclt, are diverted, .. _ | 

<P =| _ How {mall a marcer were it (and yet how excellent a work) 
ForGods foke | for every Knight or Gentleman of means in E ngland, to cull out 
the aa {ome one or two, or more poor boysin the Country Schools, who 
pet es ">| are of the choiceft wits, and moft pions difpofitions, who are poor | - 
pur this iq | and unable to proceed in Jearning, and to maintain them a few years 
pragife pre-e! in the Univerfities, till chey were fic for the Miniftry 2 Ic were 
fenuy, _ but keeping a few fuperfluons attendants the lefs; ora few horfes 
or dogs the lefs: “If they had hearts to it, it were eafily {pared 
out of their {ports, or rich apparel, or {uperfluous dyét: or ae | 
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if it were out of more uileful cofts # or out of chem childrens larger 
portions ’ I dare: fay they would noe be forry for it when they 
come to their reckoning. One furnptaousfealt, or dne coftly {uit 
of a would mamtain a poor boy year or two at the Uni- 
verity, who. perkaps might come.to have inore aue worth in 
fim, then: many a glittering fenfual Lord; and todo God more 
| (ervice ta: his Chorch, then ever they did with all their cftates and 

power. | 


479 | 
See capels E- 
piftle Deci:. 
betore Mr 


Pemble on the- 
Sacranient, 


2 SECT. KVI. aoe 

. Nd when you do enjoy the bleffing of the Gofpel, you 
: A mnft yet afe your urmoft diff to hel poe to 
receive the feust:ef it. To whichend'you mmft draw themcon-’ 
ftantly to hear anid atcend it: Mind therm often of what: they have: 
‘heard; Draw them, ifit be poffible, ‘to-repeat it in their families : 
If that cannot be, then draw them to come to others that do repeat. 
ic s that fo ic may not dye in the hearing. The very drawing of 
men irtto the yes a and acquaintance of the godly, befides the 
‘benefit they have by their endeavors, is of fingular nfe co the reco= 


6.36. 


fron the Church whereof you are members, nor to deftroy the old 
that you may gather a new Church out of its fuines, ‘as long as ic: 
hath the. eflentials , and there is hope of reforming it; nor yet 
would I have you forward to vent your own fuppofed gifts and 
parts in teaching where there isno neccffity of it ; ror to atcempt 
thac{n the interpresation of difficult Scriptures, or explication of | 
difficult controverfies, whichis beyond your ability, though per- 
haps pride will tell you, that you areas able as any. Bur the work 
which I would have you meet “omy isthis: To ee 
tr2 e} 
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| the Word which you have heard in publique ; to pour out your 
joynt prayers for the Church and pour felves ; to joyn in chearfu 
finging the praifes of God ; to open your feruples, and doubts, 
and fears, and-get refolution ; to quicken each dther in Love, and 
Heavenlinefs, and Holy walking ; and*allzhis not‘as. a feparated 
Church, but-as a part of the Church more diligence then the reft in 
redeeming time, and helping the Sonls of each other Heaven- 
ward. . . 

I know fome carelefs ones think this courfe needlefs; and I 
know fome Formalifts do think it Schifinatical, who have no- 
thing of any moment to fay againft ‘ic; Againft both thee, if J 
durit fo far digrefsS, IT could eafily prove it warrantable and ufeful. 
I know alfo that many of late do abu(e private meetings to Schi‘m, 
and to vilifie Gods Ordinances, and vene the windy iffue of their 
empty brains. But betwixe thefe extreatns I -advife you to--walk, | . 
a neither. to forfake the affembling of ‘your felves together, as. 
the manuer.of fome is, but exhort one another, Pitb. 10.25. Nor 

etto.be carrzed about with divers and firange doftrines: But |’ 
tall your private meetings be in fubordination to the publique ; 
‘| and by the approbation and confent of your fpiricual guides, and 
not without them of your own heads, (where fuch guides are 
men of knowledg and godlinefs ;) remembring. them Which have 
the Rule over you, which peak to you the Word of God, following 
their faith, and as men whofe hearts are flablifbed with grace, 
confidering the Whole end of «a Chriftians converfation: Fefus 
Chrift the fame yefterday, and to day, and for ever, Heb.13:7,8, 
9,17. eAnd I befeech you Brethren, Mark, them Which canfe 
‘Divifions and Offences, contrary to the dotirine Which you have 
learned, andeAvoyd them. For they that are fuch, ferve not 
onr Lord fefus Christ, but their own belly, and by good Words 
and fair fpeeches deceive the hearts of the fimple, Rom.16.17,18. 
I would you would ponder every one of thefe words, for they are 
_ | the Precis advice of the Spirit of God,and neccflary now,as well 
ag chen. . t 3 


eee 
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SECT. xXVIER 


have Souls converted and faved by the Ordinarices, Labour’ 


be much wrought on by thae which he defpifech, -The great 
caues of this contempt are, a perverted Judgment, and a Gracelefs 
heart. It is no more wonder for a Soul tofoath phe-Ordinances 
chat favoureth not. their fpiricual nacare, nor feeth God ‘in chent, 
nor is throughly wrought on by them, then it is for a fick man to 

loath his food. Nor is it. any wonder for 2 perverted underitand-: 
ing to make a Jeftof God him(elf, much lefs to fee light by his Or- 

dinances. Oh whata rare bleffing is a clear , found, fanttified 

Judgment 1 Where this is wanting, che moft hellifh vice may feem 

2 vertue, and the mioft facred Ordinance of ‘divine Inftitution ma 


Ordinances affault you, refer you to the reading of Mr Hen: Law- 
rences late book for Ordinances. = . 


been broaght to contemn the means that fhould fave them! By 
many years experience in my converfing with thefe men, can {peak 
it knowingly, that the chiefeft of theirzeal is let out againft the: 
faithful Minifters of Chrift : he is che ableft of their preachers that 
canrailat thmin the moft dcvill:th language: it is cheir moft 
common difcourfe mall companies, both godly and prophane, ta 
vilifie the Miniftry, and make them odions to all, partly by flanders, 
and partly by {corns: Is this the way to win Souls? Whereas 
formerly they chonght, that if aman were won to 2 love.of the Mi- 
niftry.and Ordinances, he was ma hopeful way of being won to 
Goll ; now thefe:men are as diligent to bring all. men ro fcorn 
them, asif chis were all that'were neceffary to the faving of cheir 
"| Souls, and he only thall be happy that can deride at Minifters and 
Difcipline. It any doubr of the rruth of what I fay, he is. ftrar- 
ger in England; end for his fatisfaction let him read all the books 
| so ‘Ree 3 


SOLD ES CPPS os 


4s OX thing more I advife you concerning this: It you would | _ 
| till to keep the Ordinances and Miniftry in-Efteem. ‘No man will | 


feem as the waters of fordan to Naaman. Jf any enemies to Gods : 


of | ¥. 


§. 17. 
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too harthly [ 
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of Martis Marprie(t, and tell me whether the Devil ever {poke 
fo with a tongue of fleth before ? For you, my dear friends, I ac- 
knowledg to Gods praife, that you are as fat from che contempt of 
Ordinances or Miniftry, asany people I knows inthe Land. J thall 
confirna you herein, net in'toy own words,: bur in bisehat I know | 
‘you dare nog-dif-regard.. 1: The. y. 21, 12,13. Wherefore comfers 
your {elves together, and Edsfie one another, even at alfa ye do: 
eudwe befeech you Brethren, to know thea Which labour a- 
mong you, apa are Over you. in the Lovd, anmd.adusomila you : 
to ofteems. thems very bighly iw Love for: thew Works fake ; | 
| and be at peace wens pour: felges. Obey: them that have the 
Rale over you, andfubmit your felves ; forthey Watch for yosr 
- | Souks, as thofe that maft give an account ; that they tway do it 
| with Foy, and not with grief; for thes ss wsprofitadle p sets 
Heb..13.37. | lke DT ee ns? P 
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age i at Vad: ose ah. Se 7 : 
_. Thus yon feq past of yous daty fot? the Salvation of defers.’ '' = 
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| SECT. XVIIL | 


“A Nd now, Chriftian Reader, fecing it isa-Dety that'God hath 
4, laid upon every mah according to his abiliry, thus to exhort: 
and reprove, and with all poffible diligenee to Jabout after the Sa 
vation of allabout him, judg chen whecher this work be confcion- 
ably performed. Where fhall we find the man-almoft among us, 
that feeteth himfelf co ic withall his might, and thar hath fee. his 
heart wpon the Souls of bis brethren, that they thay be faved? | 
| - Let us here therefore ailittle enquire, Whar may be. the Caufes |: 
of the grofs neglect of this Duty, that the Hinderances being: dif- 


_ 6.18 + 


covered, may the more eafily be overcome. 


 &. One Hinderanceis; Mens own Gracelefnefs and Guiltinefs. 
They have not becn ravifhed themfelveswith the heavenly delights; 
{how then fhould they draw others fo earneflly to feck them ? 
| They have not fele the wickednefs of their own narures ; nor 
~ | their loft condition, nor their need of Chrift, nor fele the tran 
| formmg renewing work of thé Spirit: How then carr they dif- 
cover thefe co others? Ah that this were not the cafe of many a 


earned 


| ____ TheSsints verlafing Rp. 
‘flearmed Preacher in Exg/and ! dnd the canfes Why they preach fo 
| Frozenly and in Men alfo are guilty themfelves of the fins 
they fhould Reprove; atid this ftops their mouth, and maketh 
themafhamedtoreprove. 


2. Another Hinderance is, A Secret Infidelity prevailing in 
mens hearts : Whereof-even the beft have fo great a meafure, that 


canfeth chis duty tobe done by the halves. Alas, .Sirs, we.do not 


perfwade him day and night, if you were in — And why 


hearing, but chat yon do not believe Gods Word that fpeaks.the | 


efore, and per- 
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Send to my brethren to warn thems, that they come.not to this place 
of torment : He felt-it, and therefore being convinced of its truth 
would have chem prevent it: Buc his brethren on earch they did 
Mot fee and feel as he,and therefore they did not believe, nor would 
have been perfwaded though one had rifen from the dead. 1 am 
afraid moft of us do believe the predictions of Scripture, but as we 
believe the prediCtions of an Almanack, which relleth you that fuch 
a day will be rain, and fuch a day wind; you chink it may come 
to pafs, and it maybe noc; and fo you think of che predictions of 
"| the damnation of the wicked. Oh were it not for this curfed Un- 
belief, our own Souls and our neighbors would gain more by us 
thentheydo, | oe | 


ere 


"3. This faichful dealing with men for their Salvation, is mach 
Hindeted alfo by our want of Charity‘and Compaffion to mens 
| Souls. We are hard-hearted and cruel cowards the miferable ; and 
therefore. (as the Prieft and che Levite did by the wopnded man) 
we look on themand pafs by. Ob what tender heart could en- 
dure to look upon apoor, blind, forlorn finner, wounded by fin, 
and captivated by Satan, and never onge open ouf mouths far his 
recovery’? What though ‘he be (ilent, and do not ‘defire thy bel 
| himfelf; yet his very. mifery cries aloud; Mifery is the moft ef- 
fetually fuicor to oné that is compaffionate. If Ged had not 
heard the cry of our Miferies before he heard the cry of our prayers, 
and been moved by his own pity before he was moved by our im- 


_ | portuniy, we might have long enough continued the flaves of Sa- 


tan. Is itnot the ftrongeft way of arguing that a poor Lazare 
hath, to unlap his‘fores, and fhew -them the pa(fengers ? all his 
words will not move them fo much as fucha pitiful Fah. Alas, 
| what pitiful fights do we dayly fee ? The Ignorant, the prophane, 
| the neglecters of Chrift and their Souls; their fores are open and 
'|-vifible to all that Know them:.and yet do we not pity them ? 
You will pray toGod for them} in cuftomary duties, that God 
would open che eyes, and aurn the hearts of your ignorant car- 
nal friends and neighbors: And why do you not endeavor*their 
| convertion if you ‘defire it ? And if you do not defire it, why do you 
ask it?Doth not your SU aren iroudae you of hypocrifie in your 
prayers, and of abufing the high God with your deceitful words ? 
i Your 
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Your neighbors are neer you, -your friends are in the houfe with 
you, youecatand drink, and work and walk, and talk with 
them, and yet youfay little or nothing to them. Why doyou 
not pray them to confider and return, aswell as pray God to 


convert and tarn them?Have you as oft and as earneftly begecd of |. 
them co think on their wayes, -and to reform, as you have taken | 


on you to beg of God that they may do fo? What if you fhould 
fee your neighbor faln intoapit, and you fhould prefently fall 


down on your knees,and pray God to help him out, bat would | 


neither put forth your hand*to help, nor once perfwade or dire 
him co help himfelf ? would not any man cenfure you to be cruel! 
and hypocriticall ? What the Holy Ghoft faith of mens bodily 
miferies,I may fay much more of the mifery of their fouls ; If any 
man feeth his brother inneed , and fhutcech up his compaffion 
from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him? Or what love 
hath he co his brothers foul? Sure if you faw your friend in Hell, 
you would perfwade him hard to come thence, if that would ferve; 


and why do you not now perfwade him to preventit? The Cha- | 


rity of our ignorant forefathers may rife up in judgment againft us, 
and condemn us: They would give all their eftates almoft, for fo 
many Maffes or pardons, to deliver the fouls of cheir friends trom 
a feigned Purgatory: And we will not fo mach as importunately 
admonith and intreac them,te fave them from the certain flames of 
Hell; though this may be effectual! co do them good,and the other 
will do none. 3 | 

4. Another hinderance is, A bafe man-pleafing difpofition that 
isinus. Weare fo loath-to-difpleafe men, and fo defirous to keep 
in credit and favor with them, that ic makes us moft unconfcionably 
negicé& our known duty., A foolith Phyfitian he is, and a molt 
unfaithful friend, chat will let a fick man dye for fear of troubling 
him. And cruel wretches are we to our friends, chat will rather 
fuffer them to goquietly to hell, then we willanger them, orha 
zard our reputation with them. ifchey did bue fall ina fwoon,we 
would rub them and pinch them,and never ftick at hurting them. ff 
they were diftra@ed, we would binde chem with chains, and we 


1 John 3. 17, 


would pleafe them,in nothing thattended to their hurt. And yet |; 


when they are befides chemlelves in point of falvatvon, and in their 
madnefs pofting on to damnation, we will noc flop them, for 
fear of difpleafing them. How can thefe men be Chniftians,chat 
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| 1 Cor. 9g. 20, 


Prov, 53. 36. 


|* There is no 
fhame now a- 


21922,23, 24p. 
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love the praife and favour ofmen , more then the favor of God, 
Fon 12.43. Forif they yet feek to pleafe men, they are no longer 
the fervancs of Chrift, Gal.t.10. To winne them indeed they muft 
become all things toall men; but to pleafe them to their deftra@- 
ton,and let them perifh,that we may keep our credit withthem, is 
a courfe fo bafe and barbaronfly cruel, thac he that hath che face of 
a Chriftian fhould abhorre it. | 


5. Another common hinderance is, A finful Bafhfulnefs. When 
we fhould labor ro make men afhameéd of their fins, we are our 
felves afhamed of our duties. May not thefe finners condemn us? 
when they will not * blufh to fwear,or be drunk,or negle& the 


.| worfhip of God,and we will bluth to cell them ofit,and perfwade 


them from it? Elifza looked on Hazael tillhe was afhamed; and 
we are afhamed to look on,or fpeak to the offender. Sinners will 


| rather boatt of their fins, and impadently thew them in the open 


ftreets ; and (hall not we be as bold in drawing them from it? Not 
thac I approve of impudence in any: For ’(as one faith) I rake 
him for a loft man, that hath loft his modefty. Nor would I have 
inferiors forget their diftance in admonifhing their fuperiors; but 
do it with alt humilicy, febmiffion, and refpeé. But yet I would 
much lefs have them forget their duty to God and their friends,be 
they never fo much their fuperiors, it isa thing that muft be dong. 
Bafhfulnefs is unfeemly in cafes of flac neceffity: And indeed it is 
not a work to be afhamed of: to obey God in perfwading men 
from their fins to Chrift , and helping co fave their fouls, is nota 
bufinefs for a man to blufh at. And yet, alas, what abundance of 
fouls have been neglected through the prevailing of this fin | Even 


| the moft of us are hainoufly guilty in this point. Reader,is not this 


thy own cafe? Hath not thy confcience told thee of thy dury 
many atime, and put thee on to fpeak to poor finners, left they 
perifh ; and yet thou haft been afhamed to openthy mouth to 
them, and fo letthem alone to fink or {wim ? Believe me, thon 
wilt ere long be afhamed of thisfhame. O read thofe words of 
Chrift,and tremble.He that is afhamed of me and of my words be- 
fore this adulterous generation, of him will the fon of man be 
afhamed before his father and the Angels. 


; 5. Another hinderanceis, impatiency, ‘Wrzinefs,and favonring 
“9 


ie tm i alll aati 
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of the flefh. Ic isan ungrateful work,and for the moft part maketh 
thofe our enemies that were our friends : And men cannot bear 
the reproaches and unthankful returns of fitiners. Ic may be they 
are their chief friends on whom is all their dependance, fo tharit 
may be their undoing to difpleafethem. Befides, it is a work 
}:| chat feldom fucceedeth at the firlt , except it be followed on with 
‘| wifdom and unweariednefs:you muft be a great while teaching an 
ignorant perfon , before they will be brought to knowthe very 
fundamentals : and a great while perfwading an obftinate finner, 
before he will come to a full refolution to return. Now this isa 
tedious courfe co the flefh,and few will bear it. Not confiderins 
what patience God ufed towards us when we were in our fica 
how long he followed us with the importunities of his Spirit,hold- 
‘ing our Chrift and life, and befeeching us to accept them. Wo to ps 
if God had been as impatient with us, as we are with others, If 
Chrift be not weary nor give over toinvite them, we have 
little reafon to be weary of doing the meflage, See 2 Timothy 


2, 24, 25, 


6. Another hinderance is, felf- feeking,and felf-minding. Men 
are all for chemfelves,and all minde their own things, but few the Phil. 2, 30, 
things of Chrift and rheir brethren. Hence is that Cainith voice, _ 
etm I my brothers keeper ? Every man mult anfwer for himfelf. 
Hence alfo it is that a multicude of ignorant profeffors do think 
only where they may enjoy the pureft ordinances,and thither they 
will go over fea and land, or what way of difcipline will be fweer- 
1 eft to themfelves,and therefore are proneto groundlefs feparation: 
But where they have the faireft opportunity to win the fouls of o- 
thers,or in what place or way they may do moft good;thefe things 
they little or nothing regard. Asif we had learned of the Monks, 
and were fetting up their principles and practice, when we feem to | 
oppofe them. - 
If thefe met. had tryed what fome of their brethren have done, 
they would know, tbatall the pureft ordinances and Churches 
will not affurd chat folid comfore, as the converting of a few fin. 
ners by our unwearied cumpaffionate exhortations. Tivo men in 
2 frofty feafon come where a company of pceple are ready to 
ftarve; the one of chem laps himfelf,and taketh thelcer, for fear left 
he fhogld peiifl wich them;the rig pity falls co rub chem,that | 
| S{f 2 an 


she 
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he may recover heat inthem, and while he laborech hard to help 
them, he getteth far better heat to himfelf then his unprofitable 
companion doth, ) , 


| 7;With many alfo pride is a great impediment. Ifit were to fpeak 
_ {tcoagreat man,they would do it,fo it would not difpleafehim. Bur 
co go among the poor multitude,and co cake pains with acompany 

| of ignorant beggars, or mean perfons, and to: fic with them in 
a {moaky nafty cottage,and there to inftrut them,and exhort them 
from day to day; where is the perfon almoft chat will do it? Many 
will mtch rejoyce if theyhave been inftruments of converting a 
Gentleman (and they have good caufe ) But for the Common mu!- 
titude,they look not after them : As ifGod were a refpedter of the 
perfons of the rich,or the fouls of all were not aliketo him. Alas 
thefe men little confider how low Chrift did oop tous! When’ 

| the God of Glory comes down in fiefh, to wormes, and goeth 
Preaching up and down among them from City to City 1. Noc che 


Jokn4: fillyeft woman chat he thought too low to confer with. -Few rich, 
1 Cor. 1,26. | and noble,and wife are called. It isthe poor that receive the glad 
tidings of the Gofpel. | = 


8. Laftly , With fome alfo their Zgnorance of the duty doth 

hinder them from performing it. Either they know itnot to be 

a duty, or at feaft not co be their duty.Perhaps they have not confi- 

dered much. ofit,nor been preft to it by their teachers;as they have 

been to hearing,and praying,and other duties. If this be thy cafe 

who readeftthis, that meer Ignorance,or inconfideratenefs hath 

| 7 kept thee from it; then I am in hope now thou art acquainted with 
thy duty, thou wilt fet upon it. Odjei. Oburt, faith one, I am of 
Objet. I+ |) weak parts and gifts that I am unable co manage an exhorta- 
tion.; efpecially co men of {trong natural parts and underftand- 

ing. Anfw. Pirft, Set chofe upon the work who are more able, 

Secondly , Yet do not thinkthat thou art fo excufed thy felf, but 

ufe faithfully that ability which -chou haft ; not in teaching thofe 

of whom thou fhouldft learn,but in inftructing thofe that are more 

ignorant chen thy felf, and in exhorting thofe that are negligent in 

the things which they do know.If you cannot {peak well your felf, 

yetyou can tell them what God fpeaketh in his word : Ic is not 

the excellency of fpeech that winneth fouls, but the a 


ne eee eee - es 


ane a 


The Saints ecverlafting Reft. 


_| God manifelted by that fpeech, and the power of his word in the 

mouth of the inftru€ter. A weak woman may cell what God faith 
in che plain paflages of the word, as wellasalearned man. If 
you cannot preach to them, yet you can turn co the place in your 
Bible, or at leaft remember them of it, and fay, Thus it is written. 
One of mean partsmay remember the wifeft of their duty when 
they forget it. David received feafonable advice from e4bigail,a 
woman. When amanseyes are blinded with paffion, or the de- 
ceits of the world, or the lufts of the flefh, a weak inftru@er 
may prove very profitable : for in that cafe he hath as much need 
co hear of that he knoweth, as of that which he doth not know. | 

Objeéd., It is my {upertour that needeth advice and exhortation: 
and is ic ft for meto teach or reprove my betters ? muft the wife 
teach che husband,of whom the Scripture biddeth them learn ? or 
muft the childe teach the parents, whofe duty ic is to teach 
them ? 

Anfw. Firlt, It ig fie that husbands fhould be able to teach their 
Wives, and parents toteach their children ; and God expecteth 
theyfhould be fo,and therefore commandeth the inferiours to learn 
of them. Bue if they through their own negligence do difable 
themfelves,or through their own wickednefs do bring their fouls 
into fach mifery,as that they have thpercarcl need of advice and 
i ieee themfelves,and are objets of pity co all that know their 
cafe, then it is themfelves,and not you, that break Gods order, by 
bringing themfelves into difability and mifery. = ae 

Matter of meer order and manners mutt be difpenfed with in 
cafes of flat neceffity. Though it were. your Minilter, you muft 
teach him in fuch a cafe. It is the part of parents to provide for 
the children, and not children forthe parents: and yet if the pa- 
rents fall into want, maft not the children relieve them ? Itis the 
part of the husband .co difpofe of the affaires of the family and e- 
{tate; and yet if he be fick or befides him(felf, muft not the wife do 
ic? The rich fhould relieve the poor : but if the rieh fall into beg-| - 

ery,they mut be relieved themfelves, It isthe work of the Phy- 
fitian to look to the health of others: and yet if he fall fick, fome 
body muft help him,and look ro him. So muft the meanelt fervant 
admonith his mafter, and the childe his parents , and the wife her 
husband, and the people their Minifter, in cafes of neceflity. Se- 
condly, yec let me give youthefe rwocautions here: ©. . 


S{f3 1. That | 
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“a, That youdo not pretend neceffiry when thére isnone, out 
of a meer defire of teaching’: There 1s. fcarce 4 more certain difco- 
very. of a proud heart, chen to be forwarder,;and more defirous to 


| Teach, then co Learn : efpecially toward thofe chat are fitcer to 


Teach us, | 

2. And whenthe Neceffity of your fuperiors doth call for your 
advice,yet do it with all poffible humility,and modefty,and meek- 
nefs : Lecthem difcern your reverence and fubmiffion to their 
fuperiority , in the humble maner of your addreffes to 
them : Let chem perceive, that you do it not out ofa meer 
teaching humor, or proud felf-conceitednefs. An Elder muft be 
admonifhed,bat not rebuked. If a-wife fhould tell her husband of 
his fin in a mafterly railing language; or ifa fervant reprove his 
matter, ora childe his father in:a fawcie difrefpective way, what 
good could be expected from .fuch reproof? But if they fhould 
meekly and humbly opento him his (in and danger, and intreac 
him co bear with them in what God commandeth,and his mifery 
requireth, and ifthey could by teares:reftifie their fenfe of his cafe; 
What father,or mafter,or husband,could-take.chis ill ? 

Objet. But fome may fay, This will make usall Preachers, and 
caufe all to break overthe bounds of their callings : every boy.and 
worhan then will turn preagger.... © oe eae | 

Arf. 1. This is not taking a-Paltoral charge of fouls, nor-mak- 
ing an office or calling of it, as Preachersdo. 

2, And inthe way of our callings, every good Chriftian is a 
Teacher,and hath a charge of hisneighbors.foul. Let it be only the 
voice of a Cain to fay, Am 1 my brothers keeper 2. I would have 
one of thefemen , that ate fo loath chat private. men (hould ceach 
chemjco tell me, What if. than fall down in a fwoon inthe {treets, 
though it be your father or fuperior; would you not take him up 
prefentty,, -and-ufe all means you could to recover him? Or would 
youtlet-him lye and dye,and fay, Ic is the-work of che Phyfitian,and 
not mine : I-willnot-invadethe Phyfitians calling.? In. two cafes 
every-man-isa Phyfittan. -Firft, Incafe of neceffity, and whena 
Phyfitian cant.ot be had : and:fecondly’, in cafe che hurt be fo fmall, | 
that every man ean do-it as wellasthe Phyfitian. And’ in the fame 
twocafes every man moft'bea Teacher. 

- - Objeé#- Some will futcher obje€t,to put off this: dury, That the 
party is fo ignorant, or {tupidjorcarelefs, or rooted-in-fin,and-hath | 
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on — 
been fo oftexhorted in vain,that there isno hope. .42/-How know 
you when there isno hope? Cannot God yet cure him ? and muft | - 
itnot be by means? and have not many as far gone been cured? 
fhould not a mercifull Phyfician ufe means while there is life ? and 
is it not inhuman cruelty in you to give np your friend tothe divel 
and damnation as hopelefs, upon meer backwardnefs to your duty, 
or upon grotindlefs ifeouragements? What if you had been fo 
given up your felf when you were ignorant? Objei. But we 
mutt not caft pearls before Swine, nor give that which is holy to 
Dogs. Anf-That is but a favorable difpenfation of Chrift,for your 
own fafety : When youarein danger to be corn in pieces,Chreft 
would have you forbear, but what is that to you that are inno 
{uch danger ? As long as they willhear, you have encouragement 
to {peak,and may not caft them off as contemptuous Swine. 047.0 
buc ic isa friend that I have all my dependance on, and by telling | 
him of his fin and mifery,1 may lofe hislove , and fo be undone. 
Anfw. Sore no man that hath the face of a Chriftian will for thame 
own fach an objection as this - YetI doubt ie oft prevaileth in the 
heart. Ishislove more tobe valued then his fafety? or thy own 
benefit by him, then the falyation of his foul ? Or wilt thou con- 
nive at his damnation,becaufe he is thy friend ? Is that chy beft re- 
quital of his Friendfhip? Hadft thou ratherhe fhould burn for 
ever in Hell, then thou f ouldht lofe his favor, or the maintenance 
thou haft fromhim ? Odjel#. But I hope, though he be not rege- 
nerate and holy,thathe isin m0 fuch danger. nf. Nay chen, if 
thou be one that doft not believe Gods word, Ihave no more to 
fay to thee, Poh. 3.3. Heb.12.14- I toldyou before, that thisun- | . 
belief was the root of all. | 
T O conclude this Use, that I may — with every foul that 6. 6. 
feareth God, to wfe their urmoft diligence to help all about ° 

-| chem, to this bleffed Reft, which they hope for themfelves, lec me } 
intreat youto confides of thefe following Motives. . i 

x, Confider, Nature teacheth the communicating of good : and 
grace doth efpecially difpofe the foul thereto. The negle& there- 
fore of this work is afin againftboth Nature and Grace. He that 
fhould never feek after God himfelf, TT be concluded | 


gracelefs by all = And is nothe ascertainly gracelefs,chat doth 
, not 
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not labor the falvation of others, when we are bound to love our 
neighbour as our felf? Would you not think that man or woman 
unnaturall, that would let their own children or neighbors famifh 
inthe ftreets, while chey have provifionathand 2 And is nothe 
more unnatural chat will lec hischtldren or neighbors perith ecer- 
nally, and will not open his mouth to fave them f Certainly chisis 
molt barbarouscruelty. Pitytothe miferable is fo natural, chac 
we account an unmerciful cruel man,a very monfter, to be abhor- 
ed ofall. Many vicious men are too much loved in the world - 
buc a cruel man is abhorred ofall. Now chat ic may appear to you 
what acruel thing this neglect of fouls is, do but confider of thefe 
cwo things. Firlt, How great a work it is. Secondly, And how 
fmall amatter itis that chourefufelt co do for the accomplifhing 
of fo greata work. Firlt, Ie isto fave thy brother from eternal 
flames : thathe may not there lye roaring in endlefs remedilefs 
torments. It is to bring him to the Everlafting Reft,wherehe 
-| Jive in uneonceivable happinefs with God. Secondly; And what is it 
chat you fhould do to help him herein? Why,it is to teach him,and 
perfwade him, and lay open co him hisfin, and his duty, his mifery 
and the remedy , till youhave madehim willing to yield cothe 
offers and commands of Chrift. And is this fo preata matter for 
to do,to the attaining of-fuch a bleffed End? If God hadbid you 
healers your eltates to'win them , or lay down your lives to 
ave them, fure you would have refufed; when you will not be- 
ftow a little breath to fave them ! Is not the foul of 4 Husband,or 
Wife,or Childe,or Neighbor worth a few words ? It is worth this, 
or it is worth nothing. If they did lye dying in the {treets,and a few 
words would fave their lives, would not every man fay, thar he 
were acruel wretch that would let chem peri(h, rather than fpeak 
tothem ? Even the covetnuous hypocrite, that- 7.smes reproveth, 
would give afew words to the poor;and fay,go,and be warmed, & 
be cloathed : What a barbarous unmercifal wretch then art thou, 
chat-wile not vouchfafe a few words of ferious fober admonition, 
| to fave the foul of thy.neighbor or friend ? Cruelty and unmerci- 
fulnefszo mens bodies is a moft damnable fin’: but to their fouls 
much more, as the foul is of greater worth chen the body; and as 
eternity 1s of greater moment chen this fhort time. Alas,you do not 
fee or feel what cate their fouls are in, when they are in Hell, for 
want of your faithful admonitien! Little know you what many 
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[dearer way of Papifts will do no good. : feremy cryed out, 
|My bowels, My bowels, I cannot hold sy peace, becaufe of 
_ | atemporall deftruction of his people : And do not our bowels | 
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a foul may now be feeling, who have been your neighbors and ac- |. 


intance, and dyed in their fins; on whom younever beftowed 
one hours fober advice for the preventing of their unhappinefs, If 
you did know their mifery , you would now do more to bring 
them out ofhell : bu alasicis too late, youthould have done 1c 
while they were with you, it isnowtoo late. As one faid in re. 
proach of Phyfitians; that they were the molt happy men;becaufe 
all cheir good deeds and cures were feen above ground to their 
praife, but all cheir muftakes and neglects were buried out of 
fight : fo I may fay tcoyou, many a negle& of yours to the fouls 
about you may be sow buried with chofe fouls in Hell, out of your 
fight and hearing,and therefore now it doth noc mach trouble you: 
buc alas they feel ic,chough you feel ienot. May not many aPa- 
pift rife np in judgment agaioft us and condemn us ? They will 
give their lands and cftates to have fo many Maffes faid for the 
fouls of their deceafed friends (when it is too late) to bring them 
ou of a feigned Purgatory : And we will not ply them with per- 
fwafions while we may,to fave them from real chreatned condem - 
nation: Though this cheaper means may prove effeCtual,when that 


yearn? and can we hold our peace at mens eternall. deftra- 

a. Confider, What a rate Chrift did value fouls at, and what 
he hath done towards the faving of them: He thought them 
worth his blood and fufferings: and fhall not we then thinkthem 
worth the breath of our mouths? VVill you not fet in with Chrift 
for fo good a work? Nor do a little, where he hath done fo. 
much ? | . | j 

3~ Confider, What fit objectsof pity they are. Itisno {mall 
mifery, to be an enemy to God unpardoned,unfanctihed, ftrangers 
to the Churches fpecial priviledges, without hope of falvation if | 
they fo live anddye. And which is yer more, they are dead in 
ffes and miferies, and -have not hearts co feel 
them, or to pity themfelves. If others do not pity them, they wil] 
have no pity, for it is che nacure of their difeafe to make them pitt, 
lefs to theic own fouls, yea to make them the moft cruel deftroyer, 
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4. Confider, It wasonce thy owncafe. Thou waft dnce a flave 
of Satan thy felf, andconfidently didft go on inthe way to con- 
demnation. What if thou had{t been let alone in that way? Whi- 
cher hadft chou gone?-and what had become of thee ? Ie was Gods 
Argument to the I{raclites,to be kinde co ftrangers,becaufe them- 
felves were fometime ftrangersin Egypt; fo may it perfwade you'to 
(hew compaffion to them that are{trangers co Chrift, and to the 
hopes and comforts of che Saints,becaufe you were once as f{trange 
to them your felves. | 

5. Confider, The Relation that chou ftandeftin toward them.It 
is thy: neighbor, thy brother,whom thou arr bound to be tender. of, 
| andto, love as.thy felf. He that lovech not his. brother whom he 
| feeth.daily,mof certainly doth not love God whom he never faw: 
Anddoth he love his brother, that willftand by, and fee him go 


: 


i Joh. 3. 10. 
8 4, 20, 22. 


to hell, and never hinder him? . | 

|} 6. Confider, What a; deal of guile this neglect doth lay upon 

“\thy foul. Firft, Thou ast guilty of the murder, and damnation. of 
all chofe fouls whom.thou doft thus negle&, He,thar ftandech by, 
‘and: feeth aman ina pit, and will not pullhim out ifhe can,doth 
‘drown. him. And he. that ftandeth by while theeves rob him, or 

murderers kill him,and will not helphimif he can, isacceflory co 

the fa@: And-fo.he that will: filencly fuffer men to damn their 
fouls, or. will lee Satanand the world deceive. them, and not offer 
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infiruere® | bur of burning a mans honfe through your negligence, or of-un- 
ze re is SA" | doing him.in the world, or of deftroying hisbody , how woold it 


have been guilty of murder, that.could never fleep quietly aftér,nor 


| : member this when. thou Jookelt. thy friend, or carnal neighbor in 
the face : 
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my Gilence and negligence, to be guilty-of “his everlafting burnin 
in Hell? Me thinks {uch a thought fhould even untye the tongue of |- 
the dumb. ~— I a 
2. And asyou are guiley of their perifhing, fo are you of every 
Gn which in the mean time they do commit. if they were con- 


your duty,you know not but they might be converted. Ashe that 
is guilty of a mans diunkennefs, is guilty of all the fins which that 
drunkennefs doth caufe him to commit. So he that is guilty ofa 
mans continuing unregenerate, is alfo guilty of the fins of his un- 
regeneracie. How many curfes, and oathes, and fcornes at Gods 
wayes,and other fins of moft hanious nature, are many of you guil- 
ty of, that little think of ic? You that live godlily, and take much 
pains for your own fouls,and feem fearful of Ging, would take it} 
ill ofone that fhould cell you, that you are guilty of weekly or 
daily whoredomes,and drunkennefs, and fwearing,and lying, ee. 
And yet it is too true , even beyond all denial, by your negle& 
of helping thofe who do commit them. | 
3, Yonare guilty alfo, as of the fin, fo of allthe difhonor that 
God hath thereby. And how much is that? And how tender fhould. 
a Chriftian be of the Glory of God? the leaft part whereof is to be 
| yalued before all our Jives. - | | 

4. You are guilty alfo of all thofe Judgments which thofe mens 
fins do bring upon the cown or countrey where they live. I know 
you are not fuch Atheifts, but you believe it is God that fendeth 
ficknefs,and Famine,and war; and affo thar it is only fin that mov- 
eth him to this indignation. Whardoubt then is there but you are 
the canfe'of Judgments, who do not ftrive againft hofe fins which: 
do caufe them?God hath ftayed long in patience,tofee if any would 
deal plaily with che{mners ofthetimes, and fo free their own 
fouls from the guilt : Buc when he feech that chere is almoft none, 
bur all become guilty,no wonder then if fic lay the Judgment up- 
onall. We have all feen the drunkards.and heard the fwearers in. 
our ftreets,and we would no: fpzar to them,we have al lived inthe 
midft of an Ignorant, worldly , unkoly people ; and we have not 
fpoke tothem with earneftne’s,plainn-fs, and love : No woader 
then if God {peak in his wrath boch tc them andus. E/i.did not 
commit the fin himfelf, and yet he fpeakcth fo coldly againft it,chat 
he alfo mutt bear che puntfhment. Guns and Canons, {peak 
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verted they would break off their courfe of finning : and if you did) 


Dui non vetat 
peccarc cum | 
pote[t jubete 


495__| 


496 


| poo wich finners with our tongues, God locketh up the clouds, 


able neighbors. The cryes of the pobr for bread are lowd, be- 


godlinefs, and wickedne(s of our places, therefore do thefe plagues 


.. 7+ Confider, What a thing ic willbeto look u 


| fouls there cry out forever, Oif you would but have told me 


> | home, I might have fcaped ali this corment,and been now in Rett! 
“| Owhat a fad voice will this be! -, 


cording to our prefenc temper, it would be no {mall Joy. 


damnation,or at leaft hardened, or fetled in it 2 


of onr Ignorance and unregeneracy. We ha 
| €ncouraged them to Sabbath-breaking , dri 
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again{tfinin Exg/and, becaufe the inhabitants would not fpeak. 
od pieadeth with us with fire and {word, becaufe we would not 


ecaufe we have fhut up our mouthes, The earth is prown hard as 
Iron co us, becaufe we have hardened cele ea againft our mifer- 


caufe our cryes againft fin have been fo low. Sicknefles run apace 
from houfe rohonfe, and {weep away the poor unprepared inha- 
bitants , becaufe we fwepr not our the fin chat breedech them. 
When you look over the woful defolationsin Exg/and,how ready 
are you to cry ont on them chat were the caufers of it ? Bur did you 
confider how deeply your.felves. are guilty? And as Chrift faid 
in another cafe, Lak, 19 40. If thefe foonld hold their peace, the ftones 
would fpeak : So becaufe we held our peace at the Ignorance, un- 


and Judgments fpeak. 


, pon your poor 
k thar your negleét 
time when you might 


friends eternally in thofe ames, and to thin 
was a great caufe of it ? and chat there was a 
have done much co prevent ic? Jf you thould there perifh with 
them, ic wou!d be no fmall aggravation of your torment : If you 
be in Heaven, it would fure be a fad thought, were it poffible thac 
any forrow could dwell there. To hear a mulritude of poor 


plainly of my fin and danger,and dealt roundly with me, and fet ic 


8. Confider, What a Joy.is it liketo be in Heaven to you, to 
meet thofe there whom you have been means cobring thither | To 
fee their faces,and joyn with them for ever inthe praifes of God, 
whom you were inftruments to bring to the knowledge and obe- 
dence of Chrift. What it willbe then we know not : Bue fare ac- 


9- Coniider,how many fouls have we drawninto the way 0 


ft And fhould we 
not now be more diligent to draw men tolife? There is not one 


of us, but have had our companions in fin, efpecially in. the dayes 
ve enticed them, or } 
nking , or revellings, 

Or 
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| or dancings,and ftageplayes, or wantonnefs, and vanities, if not 
tofcorn and oppofe the godly : Wecannot fo eafily bring them 
from fin again,as we did drawthem toit : Many are dead already 
without any change difcovered, who were our companionsin fin : 
we know not how many are and will bein heJichae we drew thi- 
cher, and chere may curfe us in their corments for ever. And doth 
ic not befeem us then todo as much to fave men, aswe have dose 


to others ? | 
10. Confider, how diligent are all the enemies of thefe poos 
fouls to draw them to Hell? And if no body be diligent in help- 
‘ing them to Heaven, what is like to become. of them? The Divel 
is tempting them day and nighc: Their inward lufts are {till 
working and withdrawing chem: The ficth is ftill pleading for its 
delights and profits; Their old companions are ready to entice 
them to fin,and co difgrace Gods wayes and people cothem, and 
ro contradict the dottrine of Chrift that (hould fave them, and to 
encreafe their prejudice, and diflike ofholinefs. Seducing Teach. 
ers are exceeding diligent in f{uwing tares, and in drawing off the 
un{table from the doctrine and way of life : fo that when we have 
done all we canjand hope we have won men, whata multitude of 
late have after all been taken inthis {nare 2 And fhall a {educer.be 
fo nawearied in Profelyting poor ungrounded fouls to his Fancies? 
And (hall not a found Chriftian be much more unwearied in labor- 
ing to win men to Chrift and Life ? | 
11. Confider, The neglect of this doth very deeply wound when 
confcience is awaked. When a man comesto dye, confcience will 
ask him, VVhat good haft thou done in thy life time? The faving 
of fouls is the greateft good work, what haft thou done towards 
this? How many haft chou dealt faithfully wich ? Ihaye oft ob- 
ferved, that the confciences of dying men , do very much wound 
them for thisomiffion. For my own part (to tell you my ex- 
perience) when ever I have been neer death, my confcience hath ac- 
cufed me more for this then for-any fin: Jt would bring every ig- 
norant prophane neighbor to my remembrance,to whom I never 
made known their danger : It would tellme, Thou fhouldft have 
gone to them in private, and cold them plainly of their defperace 
dahger, without bafhfulnefs or dawbing ; though ic had been 
when thou fhouldeft have — flept; if thou hadft no other. 
ct 3 


to dcftroy them? and be merciful co fome, as we have beencruel | 


time: }. 
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-| 143. Confider, this is a work of greateft charity , and yet firch as 
| 
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time’: Confcience would then remember mechow at fuch a time,or 
fuch a time I was in company with the ignorant,or was-ciding by 
the way witha wilfulfinner, andhada fr opportunity to have 
dealt with them, but did not : or st leaft did ic by the halves, and 
to litle purpofe.. The Lord grant I may better obey conicience 
hereafter while I live and have time,chat it may have lefs to accufe 
me of at death. 

12, Confider further, It isnow avery feafonable time which 
you have for this work. Take it therefore while you have it. There 
are timesevhercin it is not fafe co fpeak , ic may coft you your li- 


neighbours will be here with you but 2 very little while: They will 
fhortly dye, and fo muft you. Speak to them therefore while 
you may ; fetuponthem,and give them no reft till you have pre- 
vailed. Doit{peedily, forit muftbe now or never. A Roman 
Emperor when he heard ofa neighbor dead, he asked, And what 
didi doforhim before he dyed ? and it grieved him thata man 
| fhould dye neer him,and it could not be faid that he had firft done 
him any good. Me thinks you fhould think of this when you hear 
that any of your neighbors are dead ; But I had far rather while 
they are alive you would ask the queftion: There-isfuch and fach 
aneighbor (alas how many ) that are ignorant and ungodly , what 
have I-done or faid that might have in icany likely-hood of re- 
A aa @ They will fhortly be dead, andthen it istoo 
te. 


or your lives; It is not fo now withus. Befides, your 


every one of you may perform. If it were to give them moneys, 
the poor have it not to give: if to fight for chem,the weak cannot : 
ific were co fuffer, the fearful will fay,they-canmot : But every one 
hath a tongue to fpeak to afinner. The poorelt may be ehus chari- 

table,as well as the rich. | | 
14, Confider alfo the happy confequences of this work where it 

is faichfully done : To name fom-; 

4g. You may be inftrumental in chat bleffed work: of faving 
fouls, a work that Chrift came down and died for, a work chat 
the Angels of God rejoyce in ; for faith the holy Ghoft, Zf any 
of you do erre from the truth, and one convert bim, let bimkuow, 
that he which converteth the finner from the error of bis Way, fhail 
fave a foul from death, and fall hide a multitude of fins,J am.5.19, a 
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And how can, God more highly honor you, then to make youin- 
{truments in fo great a work ? ok 
2, Such fouls will blefs youhere and hereafter: They may be 
angry with you at firft ; but if your words prevail and fucceed, they 
will blefs the day thatever they knew you. and blefs God thac 
fent you to fpeak to them. a 3 
3. If you fucceed,God will bave much glory by it; He will fave 
one more to value and accept of his Son, on whom Chrifts bloud 
hath attained its ends; He will have one more to love him, 
= _ worfhip and fear him, and co do him fervice in his 
urch. , | 


4. The Church alfo will have gain byit; There will-be one les | 


provoker of wrath, and one more to ftrive with: God-againft Sin 
and Judgment, and co engage againft the Sinners of the Times, 
and co win others by Doétrine and Example. If thou conldeft but 
ae one perfecuting Sas/, he might becomea Pani, and do 

he Church more fervice then ever thou didft thy felf; however, 
the healing of Sinners is, che fureft method for preventing:or re- 
moving of Judgments. : 


5» Itisthe way alfo to the puricy-and flourifhing of the Church, | 


and tothe righc ereéting and executing the Difcipline of Chrift; 
if men would but do what they onghe with their neighbours in 
private, what a. help would it beto:che fuccets of the Publike en. 
deavors of the Miniftry 2 and what hape mighr we have that-dailp 
fome would be added tothe Church? and. if any be obftinace, 
yet thisis the ficit courfe that muft be taken to reclaim them;. who 
dare feparate from them, or excommunicate them. before they 
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have been fisft throughly admonifhed, and inftrudted in private? | 


according to Chrifts Rule, Afasth. 18.15,16. | 
6. It bringeth much advantage. to.your felves: Firft, Ic: 
will increafe your graces; both as it is acourfe that God will. 
biefs, and as it is an acting of them in this perfwading of others ; 
He chat will not let you lof acup.ofwater which is given for him, 
will not let you lofe thefe greater-works of Charity; Befides,thofe 


that have practifed this duty mofticonfcionably, do. finde by |. 


experience, that they never go on more {peedily and profperoufly 
cowards heaven, then when they do moft co help others thither 
with them : It is nog here. as with worldly treafure, the. more you 
give away,the lefs you have; but here, the more you-give the. more 

_ : eu 
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You have : The feccing forth Chriftin his fulnefs to others, will 
warm your own hearts, and ftir up your love ; The opening of the 
evil and danger of fin co others will increafe your hatred of tt, and 
much engage your felves againft it. Secondly, And it feemeth chat 

‘it willincreafe your Glory as well as your Grace, both-as a dury 
which God will fo reward, (For thofe that convert many to Righte- 
onfnefs,(ball foine asthe ftars for ever and ever;Dan.12.3.) and alfo 
as we (hall chere behold them in heaven, and be their affociatesin 
bleffednefs, whom God made us here the inftruments ro convert. 
Thirdly, However, it will give usmuch peace of Confcience,whe- 
ther we fucceed or not, to think that. we vvere faithful, and 

i did our beft to fave them, and that vve are clear from the bloud of 
all men, and their perifhing fhail not: lye upon us. Fourthly, Be- 
fides, that is a vvork,that if ic fucceed,doth exceedingly rejoyce an 
honeft heart: He chat hath any fenfe of Gods Honor, or the 

| leaft affe€tionto the foul of his brother,muft needs rejoyce much at 
his converfion,vvhofoever be the Inftruament, but efpecially vvhen 
God maketh our felves che means of fo blefled a vvork: If God 
make us the Inftuments of any temporal good, it is very com- 
fortable, but much more of etetnal good ? There is naturally a re- 
joycing followeth every good work, anfverable to the degree of 
its | pneu she chat doch moft good, hath ufually the moft happy 
and comfortable life : 1f men knew the pteéafure thac there is in 
doing good, they vvonid not feek after their pleafare fo much in 
evil ; for my own pare, it is. an anfpeakable comfort to me, chat 
God hath made me an inftcament for the recovering of foman 
from bodily difeafes, and faving theirnatural lives : but all thisis 
yet nothing to the comfort. have in. the fuccefs of my labors in 
the converfion and confirmation of fouls; ic is fo great ajoy co 
me, chat it drowgeth the paiofulnefs of my daily duties, and rhe 
| cronble of my datly languifhing and bodily griefs and maketh all 
thefe, with all oppofitions. and difficulties in my work tobe eafte 
and as.nothing:and of all che perfonal mercies that ever I received, 
next to his love ia ‘Chrift, andco my foul, Imuft:moft joyfully 
blefs him for the: plenteous fuccefs of my: endeavors upon others; 
| O what fruits then ‘might I havefeen,if I had been more faichfal, 
-]and plied the work in private and publike as I ought? I know 
we have need to be very jealous of our deceitful hearts in chis 
point, left our reyoycing fhould come from our pride, and felf. 
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afcribing. Natfrally we would every man be in che place of God, 
anid have the praife of every good work afcribed co our felves: 
but yer, to imseare our Father ia goodnefsand metcy, and to re- 
jogce in chat degree we attain to, ts the part of every childe of 
God. I tell yon therefore, ¢0 periwade you from my own experi- 


ence, that ifyou did but know what a joyful ching itis co bean in-| 


ftramene for che. converting and faving of fouls, you would fet up- 
on it prefently, and followie night and day through che grcatelt 
difconragements and refiftance. rifthly, F might alfo tell you of the 
hoyerablenefs of this work,but E will pats by chat, left Texcite your. 
pride inftesd-of your zeal. _ ys } | 

And thus I have thewed you what fhould move and perfwade 
you cothis duty. Lec me now conclude with a word of intreary :! 


this moR excelente Work. -- 


BEES OhEEOE HEL45$95644$6556654604504 | 
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CHAP. XI ae | 


others in particatar, to-fet upon the conicionable performance of | 


||  Anadevice to fame more pecially to. belp others to 
| | chis Ref, preft largely on Minifters and Parents. 


a: . , SECT.L oe 
MASE P cher every mat that hatha tongue, and is'a Ser-4 
EN M2 vant of Chrift, and do fomething ‘of this your Ma: | 
oA Be, {ters Work: Why hath he given you 2 rongue,but to 
G8 BE {peak in his Service? And-how can- you ferve him 
POZE more on then-in the faving-of Souls? He. 
that will pronounce you ble z. bere Ie y' 
to the Kingdom prepared for you,becaufe you fed him,and clothed 
him, and véited him, Ue. in his — will {ure ae ae 
Vuu | effe 


ewe 
Gi 


at the lalt day, and fentence you |... 
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bieffed for fo great a work asisthe-bringing over of fouls ro his 
Kingdom, ani helping to drive the match betwixt chem and him. 
He that faith, Zhe. poor you have always with you, hath left the 
ungodly always with you, that you might {till have matter to ex- 
ercife your Charity upon. O, if yeq have che hearts of Chriftians, 
{1 or or of men in you, let them yearn towards your-poor, ignorant, 
‘ungodly neighbors; Alas, there isbut a ftep berwixtthem and 
death, and hell; many bundred difeafes are waiting ready co 
feife on them, and if they dye unregenerate, they are loft for 
ever; Have you hearts: of -Rock,chac cannot pitty men in fuch 
acafe as this? Jf you believe not the Word of God, and che 
_ | danger of Sinners, why are you Chnitians your felves 2 
| If you do believe it, why do you not beftir you to the 
' | helping of others? Do you nat care who is damned, fo you 
be faved ? Iffo, you have as much caufe co pitty your felves; 
for it is a frame of fpirit utterly inconfiftent with Grace; fhould. 
you not rather fay as the Leapers of Samaria, Is it not a day of 
glad tidings, and do we fit {till, and hold your peace? Hath God 
had fo much mercy on yau, and will you have no mercy. on your: 
poor neighbours? You need not go far to finde objects for your. 
pitty: Look bur into your ftreets, or into the next houfe to 
you, and you will probably finde fome. Have you never an igno- 
| ant, unregenerate neighbor that fers his heace below, and neg- 
leftech ExernityeO whas bleffed place do you live in, where there 
there is none fuch ? Ifthere be not fome of- them in thine own 
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t Kings 7. 9. 


ane race before he dyed: What thall ‘we fay then of them that know of 
thiaficap.7p. | the remedy for curing fouls, and do not reveal it, nor perfwade 
123. . 


3-, 
eae Conver- 
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Converfion and Salvation, and never once endeavor to procure 
it ? Andis it not Kypocrifie co pray, That Gods Name may be. 
Hallowed, and never to endeavor to bring men to Hallow it, nor 
hinder them from prophaning it? And can, you pray [Let thy 
Kingdoms come] and yet never labor for the coming, or iacreafe of 
that Kingdom? Isicnogriefto your hearts, to fee the Kingdom 
of Satan fo toflourith > and to fee him lead captive {ych a multi- 
tnde of fouls > Youtake on you that you are Souldiers in Chrifts 
Army, and will you do nothing againft his prevailing enemies ¢ 

| You pray alfo daily, Zhat his Will way be done, and fhould you not 
| daily then perfwade men to do it, and diffwade them from} 
finning againftit? You pray, That Ged wonld forgive thems their | 
fins, and that.he would net lead thems intoT emptation, but deliver}. 
them from evil, And -yet willyou not help chem againt Tempta- 
tions? nor help to deliver them from the greateft evil ? nor 
help them co Repent and Believe, that they may. be forgiven? 
Alas, that your Prayers aud your Practice (hould fo much difagree: 
_ | Look about you therefore Chriftians with an eye of compaffion on 
| che ignorant ungodly finners abont you; be not like the Prieft 
or Levite that faw the man wounded, and paGed by : God did not 
fo pafs by you when ic was your own cafe. Ar¢ not the fouls of 
your neighbors faln into the hands of Satan ? Doth not cheir 
mifery cry out unto you, Help, help! As you have any compaffion 
towards men in the greateft mifery, Help ! As you have the hearts 
of men, and not of Tygers in you, Help! Alas, how forward are 
_| Hypocrites in their Sacrifice, and how backward to fhew mercy ! 
How much in Praying. and duties of worfhip,and how little in plain 
Reproof and Exhostation,and other duties of compaffion!/And yet 
God hath told them, 7 hat be wil have mercy and notfacrifice( chat is | 
mercy before facrifice) And how forward are thefe Hypocrites to 
cenfure Minifters for negle@ing their duties ? yea, to expect more 
duty from one Minifter, then ten can perform? and yet they 
make no confcience of negle@ting their own / Nay how forward 
are they to feparate from thofe about them ¢ and how cenforious 
again thofe that admic them to the Lords Supper, or that joyn 
wich them ? and yer will they not be broughr to deale with chem 
in Chrifts way for their recovery ? As if other men were Co work; 
‘and they ony tofic by,and Judge ! Becaufe they know. it is a work, 
of trowble,and will many times sa men againft chem, therefore no 
una * ct- 
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perfwafion will bring them to ic. They are like men that fee 


their neighbors fick of the plague, or drowning in the water, or: 
taken captive by the enemy; and they dare not vemture to re- 
lieve him themfetves : but none fo forward to pnt on others. 
So are thefe mea the greateft expecters of duty; and the left per- 
formers. | | : SS 


— SECT. I 

BY as this duty lyech upon all'in general , fo upon fome mere 
AD ctpectally, according asGod fathealled or qualified chem 
thereto. Tothem therefore more particularly I will addzefs my 


‘+ exhoreation ¢ Wierher-they be fuch as have more opporcunity-and 


advantages for this work, or fuctrashave becter abrities co pec- 
formic, or fuch ashave both. And chefe are of feverall forcs.. 
4. Alfyouchat-God hath given more learning and knewledg. 
to, and endued with better parts forutrerance, chen your ncigh 
bors, God expecteth his duty: efpecially at yourhand. The {trong 
are made to help the weak; and rhofe chacfee mult dire the: 
blind. God lookech for the faithfull improvement of your parts 
and. gifts, which if you neglect, ic wert better for youthat you 
never ‘had reeeived them, for chey will but furcher your condem- 
nation ; and be as ufelefs ce your own Salvation, as they were ro 


} others. - + 


SECT. LIL 


2, A Li thofe chac have fpecial familiarity with fome ungodly 

£ X& men, and thar have intereft fi them , God looks for this 
duty at theirhands. Chrift himfelf did eat and drink with Publi- [ 
cans and finners; buc it was only to be their Phyfician, and noc 
their companion. Who knows but God gave you mtereftin them, 
to this end, that you might be means of eheir recovery. They chat | 
will not regard the words of anether, will regard a brother, or 
filter, or husband, or wife, orneer friend, Befides that the bond of 


| ‘friendfhip doth engage you. to more kindnefs and compaffion 


then ordinary. “4 
SECT. 
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“SECT. IV.. 


$. 4, 


3. Pivicien thatare much about dying men, thould ina {pe- 

- AD Gal maner make confcience of this duty: They have a creble: 
advantage. Fist, They areathand. Secondiy, They are with men 
in ficknefs and dangers, when the ear is more open,and.che heart 
lefs ftubbornthen in time of healch.He chac made a fcora of goalli- 
nefs before, wel chen be of anocher minde, and hear counfel teen, 
ef everhe-willbear it. Thirdly, Befides,chey lookwpon their Ahy- 
| fitian as aman in whof@hand is cheir hfe + or ar leait may. do much 
|cofgvethem, and therefore they will the more regardfully bear fis 
tl advice. O therefore you chat are of this honourable profeffion, do 
not think this a work befides your calling,as if it belonged ro none 
bur Minifters; excepe you think ic befides your calling to be com-| 
paffionate,or eo be Chriftians. O help therefore to fit your pati | 
ents for heaven : and whether you ‘fee they are for Life or for 
Death, teachthem boch how te. live and podye, and give rhem 
fome Phyfick for their fouls,as-you do for their bodies. Bleffed be 
| God that very many of the chief Phyfitians of this Age have-by | 

cheir eminent piety vindicated their profeffion from the commen}. 
impatation of Athcifm and prophanels. - 


if . S E C T. V. | re U- 
4. A fort that have excellegt advantages for this duty, is 
| men that have wealth and authoricy, and are of great. 
ptace and command in the world , efpecially that have many chet 
live in dependanoe oa. them. Or-what a world of good might 
Gentiemen,and Knights, and Lords do, that have agreat many of 
Tenants, and thac are the leaders of the Country, if they had bur 
hearts to improve their intereftand advantage. Litgle do you chet 
are fuch think of the dary thac liescpon you in this!. Have you 
not all your henor and riches from Geode and is it noc evident then 
that you muftemploy chemfor the beft advantage of his fervice ? 
Do you not know. who hath faid,chat co whom men commit much, 
from them they will expect the — ? Youhave the. grearelt op- 
a | , uu 3. | or- 
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| portunities co do good of moft men in the world; Your Tenants 
‘dare not contradict you, left you difpaffefs them or their children, 
of their habitations; They fear you more then they do God him- 
felfs Your frown will do more with them,then the threatnings of 
the Scripture , They will fooner obey you, then:God : If you fpeak 
to them for God and their fouls, you may be regarded, when even 
a Minifter thac they fear not, hall be defpifed. If they do but fee |. 
you favor the way of Godlinefs, they will lightly counterfeit it 
at leaft, to pleafe you, efpecially if chey live within the reach of 
| your obfervation. O therefore, as you value the honor of God, 
| your own comfort,and the Salvation of fouls, improve your in- 
tereft to the utmoft for God.- Go vific your Tenants and neigh- 
borshoufes, and {ce whether they worfhip God in their families ; | 
and take allopportunities to prefs them to their duties. Do not 
defpife them,becaufe they are poor or fimple : Remember,God is 
no refpecter of perfons,y our fleth is of no better mectal then theirs, 
‘| nor wil che worms fpare your faces or hearts any more thep theirs; 
nor will your bones or, duit bear che badge of your Gentility, you 
molt all be equals when you ftand.in Judgment. And cherefore 
help the foul-of a poor man.as well as if he were a Gentleman: And 
let men fee that you excell others as much in piety, heavenlinefs, 
compaffion, and diligence. in Gods werk, as yon do in riches and 
honor in the world. os —_ 
I confeffe you are like to be fingular if you cake this courfe : but 
then sala aa hi fhall be fingular in glory , for few great and 
mighty,and noble are called. , | 


1 Cor.¥. 26. 


SECT. VI. 


§- Nother fort that have fpecial opportunity tg this work, 
: of helping others to heaven, is, The Minifters of the 
Gofpel: As they have, or fhould have more Ability then others, fo 
it is the very work of their calling; and every one expecteth it at 
theichands, and will better fubmic to cheirs ceaching chen to other 
mens. I incend not thefe inftructions :fo much to-teachers,as to o- 
thers, and therefore I (hall fay but lictle to chem : and if all, or 
moft Minifters among us were as faithfull and diligent as fome, 
I would fay nothing. Bat becaufe ic is orherwife, let me give 
theferwo or three words of advice to my Brethren in chis si 
| - 1. Be 
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1. Be fure that the recovering and faving of fouls,be the main end 
Of your ftudies & preaching.O do not propound any low and bafe 
ends to your felves.. This is the end of your calling,let it be alfo the 
end of your endeavors. God forbid that you fhould fpend a weeks oa 26. 
Gudy co pleafe the people; or tofeek the advancing of youown| ° . 
reputations. Dare yeu appear inthe Pulpit on fuch a bufinefs, and 

{peak for your felves, when youare fent, and pretend to {peak for 
Chrift 2 Dare you fpend that time , and wit, and parts for your 
felves? Atid walt the Lords day in feeking applaufe, which God 
hath fee apart for himfelf ? O what -netorious {aceiledge is this / 
Set out the work of God. as skilfully and adornedly asyoucan: But |. 
{till let the winning of fouls be your end, and let all your ftudies 
and Jabors be ferviceable thereto. Let not the window be fo 
painted,asto keep out che light ; but alwayes Judg that the beft 
means,that moft conduceth tothe end. Do nor think chat God is 
beft ferved by a near, ftarched, laced Oration : But that he is the 
able, skilful Minifter, chat is beft skilled in the art of inftrudting, |. 
convincing, perfwading , aod fo winning of fouls: and chat isthe 
beft Sermon that is beft in thefe; When you once grow other- | 
wife minded, and feck noc God, but your felves, God will make ;. 
you the bafeft and moft contemptible of men, as you:make yous | . 
felves che moft finfull and wretched. Hath not this brought down 
the Miniftery of England once already? Ic is true of your reputa- 
tion,as Chrift faith of your lives; They that will {fave chem thall 
lofe chem. O let the vigor alfo of your pam thew, that you 
are fenfible on how weighry .a bufinels youare fent. O Preach 
with that feriouf{nefs, and fervor, asmen that believe their own 
dotrine; and that know their hearers mult either be prevailed | 
with,or bedamned. What you would do to fave them from E- 
verlafting burning, that do, while you have the opportunity,and 
price in your hand : that people may difcern that youare in good. 
fadnefs, and mean as you {peak: and that you are not f{tageplayers, 
*|-bue preachers of the dodtrine of Salvation. Remember what |, ._. | 
|Gicero faith, that if the matter be never fo combuitible, Racor ail 
yet ifyou put not fire to it, it will nor buin: And what Erafwne | char faying, 
faith, that a hot Iron will pierce when a cold one willnot; And | when he was 
if the wife men of the world account you.mad, fay as Pasi, * If we | reproached for 
are befides our felves,it is to God: And remember that Chrift was | "!S 2¢2l. si”. 


Pee in doing good, that his friends themfelves begun 2 ‘nferina 
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lay hands on him, thinking he had been befides himfef, 
Mark, 3+ a a 7 “ : ; 


| 7 SECT, VII. a | ois 
1. iB lee fecond and chief word of advice chat'l would give you, 
B ischis, Do hot think that all your work ts in your ftudies, 
and in the Pulpit. I confeffe chat is great, but alas, ic is bac a {mali 
part ofyonrtask. You are Shepheards, and minft know every 
fheep, and what is their difezfe,and mark cheirftrayings, and help: 
ce cure them,asd fetch them home. Jf the pancity of Minifiers © 
| hrs congreydtions (which ts the yreat unobferved mifchief in Eng- 
and that eryes for reformation) did not make ie2 thing impofible 
in many places, I fhould charge the Minifters -of°England with 
moft notorious unfaithfulnels, for neglecting fo much che reft of 
their work, which callech for therr diligence as much as publike 
Prenthing. O learn-of Pas, AG. 20. 19,2%,31. to preach publik- 
ly ad fron houfe co houfe night and day-with tears, Let there sor 
‘bea foul in your charge that (hall not be particulary inftruSted and 
watched over. Go tromhoufe co honfe daily , and enquirehow 
they grow in ktowledg, and holinefs, and on what grounds they 
bartd chzir hopes of falvation : and whéther chey walk uprightly, 
‘and perform che duties of ‘their feverall relacions; and ule the 
meafis to increate cheit abilities, ‘See whether they daily worthip 
God in their fantilies, and fec them im a way, and ceach chem how 
todo it Confer with them abouc: ehe doctrines and pra@ice of 
Religion; and haw rhey receive and ptofit by publike teaching - 
| ahd anfwer all cheir carnal objections; keep tn familiarily wath 
them, chrac you may maintain your incereft in chem, and improve 
all your intereft fur God.- See that to feducers do treep in among 
them, orif chey do, be diligent to-countermine therm, and préferve | 
‘your popte from infeton of Hereftes of Sthifmes : of iF chey be 
J inféted,be diligent co procitre their recovety ; Not with paffion 
and lordlinefs bar With patience and-condeftenfion: As Mufeclus 
"| dvd by the Anabaprifts, viffing chem th Prifon where che 
Mapiltrace had caft chem, and there infteecting and relieving 
‘them, and chough they reviled him when he came,and called hima 
fale prophet, and Ancichriftian fedacer, thar chirlled for their 
bived, yet be would not fo leave them, till atlaft by his mecknels 
. ap 
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and love he had overcome them,and recovered many to the truth 
andto unity with the Church, = | 

Have a watchful eye upon each particular. (heepin your flock : 
Do not do as the lazy feparatifts, that gaclier a few of the beft ra. [ 
ether, andtake then only for. theircharge, leaving the reft co 
Fak or fwim, and giving them overtoathe Divel -and their Iufts,and | 
except it be by a Sermon inthe Pulpie, fcarce ever endeavoring | 
their falvation,nor once fooking what becomes of them.O let it noe 
be fo with you! Ifany be weak in the faith, receivehim, bue noc 
to doubrfal difputattons. If any betoe eareleG of their dyties,and 
coo fittle favorthe things of the Spirit, lec themyphe pictied,and not | - 
neglected; Ifany walk fcandaloufly and diforderly, deal with them | “ 
for their recovery with all diligence,and patience ; andfetbefore! — 
them the hainoufhefs and danger of their fin :.3f they prove obfti- | 
nate afterall, then avoid them and caft them. of; Butdo.noe fo}  - 
cruelly as to unchurch them by hundreds & by thoufands,and fepar;[ 
ate from them as fo many Pagans, and that before any fuch means |- 
hath been ufed for their recovery. If they ase tgnorant, it may be | 
your fault as much as theirs; and however, they are fitter to be in- [' 
Rructed chen rejefRed ; except chey abfolutely refule co be gaughe. 

Chrift will give youno thanks for keeping , ar.purting out fuch 
from his Sctiool, that are unlearned;when their defire or will isto } 
be raught. J confeffe icis. eafter co fhut out che ignorant, then to 
beftow our pains night and.day in teaching them; but wo co fuch 
flochful., unfaithful fervyants |. Who then, is a faichfuland a wife 

fervant,whom his Lord hath made Ruler-over his kouthold,to give | Mat.24.45.46 
chem their meat in-duc feafon; according to every ones age and | : 
capacity ?. Bleffed is that fervant, whom hisLord,when he cometh, | 
fhall finde fo doing. O, be not afleep while the-woolfe is waking |] * | 
Let your eye be quick in obferving the dangers-and ftrayings of | ° 
your people, Ifjealoufies, heart- burnings,or coptentions arife a- 
mong them, quench them before they break out into raging, un- 
refiftible flames: As. foon as you difcern any carn. worldly,or proud, 
or factious, or felf-conceited, or difobedient, ox cold , .and -floth- 
fulin his duty; delay not, but prefently make our for-his.recovery : 
Remember how many are loofers inthe lofsofafoul.. 
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And asyou muft be plain and ferious, fofabor co be skilful and 
difcreet, thac che maner may fomewhat anfwer. che. excellency of 
‘the matter: How ought have I heard a ftammering tongue, 
with rediculous expreffions, vain repetitions, tedious circumlo- 
cutions, and vanaf pronunciation, to {pol moll pretious 
{piritual Doétrine, and make the Hearers either loathit, or laugh 
javit ? How common are thefe extreams in the Minifters of Eng 
land? That while one fpoils the food of Life by Affectation, and 
new-fafhioned mincing, and pedantick toys, either fetting 
| {forth a little and mean’ matter with a greac deat of froth, and 
| | gaudy dreffing, fo that ther’s more of the (hell or paring, 
| {then of the nteae : or like childrens Babies, that whea you bave 
taken away the dreffing, you have taken away all; or-elfe hiding 
excellent Tmths' in a heap of vain Rhetorick , and deforming its 
naked beauty wich their paintings, forchat no more ferionfefs can 
be perceived in their Sermons, ther! ina School-Boys Dectama- 
tions; and our pedple are bgought to hear Sermons asthey du 
| | Stageplays, becanfe Minifters behave themfelves bucas che Actors;' 
| [On the other fide,how many by their flovenly dreffing, and the no- |. 
1 | cleannefs of the dith thatic is ferved up in, do make men Joathand. 
| |naufeate the Food of Life, agd even defpife and ca up that which} 
fhould nourifh chem ? Such Novices are admitced into che Sacred 
Fonction, to the hardning. of the wicked ,the fading of the godfy, 
andthe difgrace and wrong of the Work of the Lord ; and thole 
thac are not able to fpeak Senfe or Reafon, are made the Ambafla~ 
‘dors of the moftHighGod. 3 7a re = 
I know our ftile muftnot be the fame with different Auditories;|. 
Our lancuage muft not only be futted ce-our matterjbur alfotoour| — 
earers.orelfe the beft ‘Sermon may be worft;we muft not readche 
higheft Books to the loweft Form ; Therefore was Lether wont to 
fay, That: Quipwerilisér populariter trevialiter, c&fimsplici ffimedocent, 
optimsi ad valgus $unt concioxatores;but yet itis apoor Sermon that 
hath nothing bot words and noife. Every Reafonable foul hath 
‘botiy Judgment and Affection, and every Rational Spiritual Ser-. 
ffion muft have both > A Difcourfe that hath Judgment without. 
Affe@tion, isdead, atid uneffeQual, and that whichhath Affection. 
without Judgment,is mad and sranfporting : Remember the Pro- 
verb, Non erenes gui babent citharam,funt citharadi, Bvery man js 
not a Mofician that hath an Inftrument, or that can jangle it and | 
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ec 
make an noife on it: And that other Proverb, AZulsi (unt qui Boves 
‘ftimilant, paucs aratores, Many.can prick the Oxen, but few can 
Plow ; fo many Preachers can talk loud and earneftly, but Few can 
vide their Flock aright, oropento them folidly the myfteries of 
-the Gofpel, and (hew the true mean betwixt the extreams of con- 
~ | trary errors : I-know both muft be done; Holding the Plow with= 
' out deiving the Oxen, doth nothing.and driving withouc holding, 
| maketh mad work, aud is worfe then nothing : But yet.remember, 
that every Plow-boy can drive, but to guide is more difficulr, and 
therefore belongeth to the Mafter Workman; The violence of 
the Natural motion of the Windes can drive on the Ship; buc 
there is neceffary-aRatiopal motion co guide and govern it, or elfe 
ic will quickly: be on the Rocks or Shelves, -eicher broke or (unk, 
and had better lye ftillin the Harbor, or at Anchor: The horfes 
that have no Reafon can fee the Coach or Cart a going, but if 
there ‘be not fome that have reafon to guide them, it were better 
| ftand ftill. O therefore -let.me befgeak you, my brethren, in the 
| Name of:the Lord, efpecially thofe chat are more young and 
,| weak, thac you tremble atthe greatnefs of th'sholy Imployment, 
and run not upinto.a Pulpit as boldly as into che Market place ; 
{ Sendy and Pray,and Pray.and Scudy,till you arebecome Workmen 
‘that need not be afhamed, rightly dividing the Word of Truth, 
| that your people may not be afhamed, or aweary co hear you; 
-) But that befides yonr clear unfolding of the Do@trine of the 
‘| Gofpel, yairmay alfo be Matters of your peoples Affections, and 
| may be as potent in your divine Rhetorick,as/ scero in his Humane, 
| _. | who, as tt ts is faid, while he.pleaded for Ligarins, Arma de impe- 
* Bucholcerus ratoris ghantumuis strats mane excafferit, c& mifero Sapplics 
pb hetiake vesiam impetrarit. Or as it faid of excellent * Bucholcer, that he 
nis fuggefiam 4 Never wenc up into the Pulpit \buthe raifed in men almoft what af- 
| fections. he pleafed ; fo raifing the dejected, and comforting the 


nunquam afm 
‘| cendit, quin de | , | | | 

cordibus bominum ipfis quos fere veltet affe ws excuteret. Templum ingrediebatur quis fenfis ive di- 
‘| vite perterritus ? Deum immortalem ! quanta fidei voluptate perfufns domum redibat ? Calanita- 

tum angore Cr tentationum fluctibus quaffabatur .alius : non doloris tantym allevationem, fed propo- 
jitum etiam fibi: imgenerari fentiebat, mala quaque forts conflantique animo perferendi. Empat 
omni Vitior umn canocontaminalus aliquis : flexanima ovationis bujus fuada, nif plane defheratus e fet 
corregibatuy. Vivida nimtiyum in Bucholcero omnia fuerunt, vivida vox, vividi Scalis vivide ma- 
nus, geflus opmes vividi: Adeofcfe in ilo divini (piritus virtutes confennere, Hint auditorinws eye 
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‘| #a commotum or atione Buchelceri conftat, at, licct non nifi finitd bord alterd perovavet, nuMusm 
tamen andicndi tedium, vel é media cuiquaim plebe obrepferit, Melch. Adatnus in vita:Bucholcer. 
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afflited,and ftrengthening the tempted, that thongh it weretwO| 
hours before he had done, yet not any even of the common people | 
were weary of hearing him. Setbefore your eyes fuch patterns 
asthefe ; and labor with unwearied diligence to be like them.To | 
this end take Demofthenes counfel, plus olei quam vini ablumere. It 
is a wosk that requireth your moft ferious fearching thoughts. | 
Running, hafty,eafie ftudies, bring forth blinde births, VVhen you 
are the molt renowned Do@tors inthe Church of God, alas, how 
lictle is ic that you know, in comparifon of all chat which you are 
‘ignorant of !’ Content not your felyesto know. what isthe Judg- 
ment of others., as if that were to know the truth in its evidence: 
Give not over your ftudies when you know what the Orthodox 
‘| hold,and what is the opinion of the molt efteemed Divines. Though 
I think while you are Novices, and learners your felves, you may do 
well to take much upon tcuft. from the more judicious; yet top not 
chere;but know,thae fuch faith is more borrowedthen your own: An | : 
implicit faith in matters not fundamental, and of great difficulty ,is } . 
oft timescommendable, yea & neceffary inyour people,who are but 
Scholars; but m you that are Mafters and Teachers itis areproach. 


Zc 
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4. Be fure that your converfation be teaching,as well ‘28 your 
). do@rine. Do not contradict and confute your own| 
do€trine by your practice. Be as forward ina Holy and Heayen- 
fy life, as you are in prefling on otherstoit. Lec your difcourfe 
be as edifying and {piritual, as. you reach.chem that -cheirs mult be; 
go not to law with your people, nor quarrel with them, if you can 
poffibly avoidic. If they wrong you,forgive them ; For evil Jan- 
guage,givethem good; and bleffing for their curfing; Let go 
your right,rather then let go your hopes and advantages for th 
winning of one foul. Suffer any thing rather then the Gofpel and 
mens fouls thould fuffer.- Become all things (lawful ) to all men, if 
by any means you may winfome. Let men fee that you ufe not 
the Miniftery only for a trade to liveby ; Bue thac your very 
hearts are wholly fet upon the welfare of their fouls. Whatfoever 
mecknefs, humility ,condefcention, or felf-deniall you teach them |. 
from the Gofpel, O teach it them alfo by your undiffembled leade 
ing example. This isto be —— , and Pilots, and ahiaarese 
, , MAXX 3 | - ‘the 
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the Church indced. Be tot like the Oratdrs that Diogenes blamed, 
that ftudied bene dicere,non bene facere: Nor like che fign at the Inn 
doot, that hangs out in the rain it Telf, while it thews others where 
they may have flieicer and teftcthing ¢ Not fike a fencer chaccan 
offend,but not defend, as Cicero {aid df Celind, that he wasa good 
fi eel ep bur an ill. left-hand man. See thac you be as well 
able to defend your felves,when you are tempted by Satan,or accuf- 
ed by men to he proud,covetous,or negligent,as to tel others what 
thcy fhould be.O how many heavenly doctrines are in fome peoples 
ears, that never were tn the preachers heart / Toe trae isthat of 
i. Hilary, Sanitiores [unt aures plebis, quam corda facerdotum. Alas, 
thar ever pride,emulacion, hypocrifie,or covetonfnefs fhoukd come 
Luther was =| intoa pulpic / They are hateful in the fhops and ftreets, but more 
| Preache ae harefall in the Charch;but inthe Pulpie moft of afl. What an -odi- 
fee that thefe | ONS fight és ic, to fee pride and ambition ftand up to preach humi 
three Dogs | lity! and hypocriffe to preactiup fincertty ! and an earthly minded 
did not follow | nran to preach for a heavenly converfation | Doi teed to cell you 
sath a i that are Teachers of others,chat we have but a litele while longer ro 
Corecour > | Preach ? and but 2 few ‘breaths moreto breath? amd then ‘we 
| nels, or Envy, | tet come downjend be accountable for our work ? Dol need co 
_ . | tefl you,that we muft dyeand be judged as well as our people ? or 
| that jaftice is moft fevere about the Sanctuary2and judgment begir = 
‘eth at the houfe of God?and revenge istnoft inrplacable about the 
Aftar?and jcafoufie hotreft about the Arke 2 Have you notlearned 
Tehefe leffons from Evi,Corub, Nadab and Abihu, Vaxah , andthe 
Bethfremites,e&c. though I had fatd nothing? ‘Can you forgerthac 
1 even fortie OF ourttibe thal fay‘atjudgmenc, Lerd, we have vanghe 
| ts thy Name? who yer miuft depate, ‘with, 7k»W you met? Do 
you learn nothing YY the affliGions that now'lye-upon your You 
‘fee what hath been done’ apairlft the Miniftery’ df England : how 
| fome have been laid hofd-on by the'hand of juftice; and‘fome by 
| the hand of violence and injuftice ;and‘how al! are lafhed and .re- 
‘| proached ‘by the wanton tongues of ignorant , infolent ‘Seeks 
| riés ; neither Prefaticall, Presbycerian nor meer Independent now 
| fpared., icbeing the very calling {c ‘felf chat mow’they'fec agaimtt : 
How they rob.the Charehrof" fer dite ‘maincenance, and-make no 
"{ more-ofic-then Dio#ifizs did ‘of robbing B/crtapins df his zold- 
| ett béacd, guia barbatus erat filius, dt pater cAtpdllo tom ith; -OF 
then the fame Dionifies did of robbing Pxpirer Olympins of , ae 
= | ___ golden 
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wotld be fuitable to | 
of the veffels of gold which they held in their hands , fay- 
ling, he did but take what they offered, and held forth ta 
him : Or then the fame Dionifus did of robbing che remple 
of Praferpina, when afterwards hisfhips had a profpetons winde, 
Videris, inqust, quam profpera navigatio a dijs jromortalibus detur 


facrileg : Ex poc calligens aut won effe deos ap illis non elfe melefta | 


Legian. Sirs, doe | 
niftery for nothing? Doth nat the world know what ap ignorant, 


AMidions : And if the words of God sil nor ferve the-turn, fet 
| the tongues of enemies and SeGtaries fhew you your trapferefii- 
| ons : Of whomI may fey ro you,as Era/mus of Luther , Deus de- 
| dit puic poftreme atatt propter mor orum multitudinens acrem needi- 


catch at this, asif our Miniftery were unlearned and vicious id}. as Dogor} 


comparifon of theirs+ the contrary for the common fort is well 
Cae : And though the Jefuits of late have been fo induftnious 


on, what barbarous ignorance, beaftly uncleannefs,and murders of ie: Soa wb 
the childeen begotten in whoredome was found among them. 7H fiant waver? 
rs | cou 


goldep- Coste that Hieron bad given,faying, that ¢ Coate of Gold | 
was roo heavy for aera , and too cold for VVinter, but clorh |. 
oth; Or then he did of robbing the Images | 
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éould tell them who have been turned from their: Church by-a meer 
Journcy to- Rome, there feeing the wickednefs. of their chiefeft 
.| Clergy ; And what Petrareb, Alantuan, with multieudes more fay 
{of it. And (ifthe moft horrid murders were not become vertues 
‘| with chem and did they not think they didGod ferVite by killing his 
fervants) I fhould minde them.of all che burnings in Eng/and, and 
"| ofall the unparallcled bloody. Maffacres in Fr.ance,and the inquifici- 
on. of Spain, which their Clergy yee manage andpromote. . If any 
fay that I {peak this but upon reports, we have {een no fuch thing: 
Tanfwer as Panfanias,when he was blamed for difpraifing ‘a Phy 
tian that he had never made eryal of, Ss pericudune feciffers ne- 
is oe viverems: If we had fallen into their hands chad been 
too late to complain. Oxia me veffigis terrent--Omniain adver{um 
edtantia, nullaretrorfam. And fome talt of the fruit of their pro- 
pots we have lately bad in Bxglend: by which paw we may fufh. 
ciently conje@ture of the Lyon, So chat asbad as-we are, our 

aidverfaries have lictle caufe co reproachus, =} | 
— Bue yet, brethren, let usimpartially judg our felves; for God 
will fhorcly Judg us impartially, VVhbat is it chat hath occafion- 
ed fo many Novices to invade the Miniftery ,. who being puffed up 
with pride, are fallen into the: {nare of che devil, 1 Zim. 3.6. and 
bring the work of God into contempg ; ‘by theirigaorance ?-‘Hath 
not the uspodlinefs & ambition of chofe chat are:mote: learned, by 
i bringing learning it felf into contempt; been the caufe of all zhis 2 
. | Alas, who can be fo blinded by his charity , asnot to fee the trath 
| of chis among us ? How many of che greateft wits have the moft 
| gracelefs hearts? And relith Cscere, Demofthenes or Ariftetle better 
then David, or Paxl, or Chrift? And even loche chofe holy wayes 
which cuftomacily they preach for? That have no-higher ends 
in entering upon the. Miniftery, then gain and preferment? And 
when the hopes of preferment are taken away, they chink ic bur 
folly to chufe fuch atoilfome and ungrateful work. And thus the 
ball of reproach ts.coffed between the well meaning ignorants, 
and che ungodly learned ; and between thefe two, how miferable 
isthe Church? The one cryes out of urilearned Schifmaticks ; The 
other cryes out of proud, ungodly perfecutors, and fay, Thefe arc 
your learned men ; that-ftudy for nothing buc abenefice or a 
| Bithoprick, that are as range tothe Myferies of Regeneration 
-and a holy life, as any others! And O chat thefe reproaches were 
- not 


| not too true of many ! God hath lefloned Minifters of late, one 
would chink fisficiently, to beware of ambition, and feculae avo- } _ 
cations ; But it is hard to bear God fpeak by che congue of an 
enemy : or to fee and acknowledg his hand where the Inftrumene 
doth mifcarry. If Englif> Examples have loft cheir force (as being 
fo neer your eyes chat you cannot fee them )remember the end of 
Fuwcins that learned Chronologer, who might have lived longer 
asa Divine, but died as 2 Princes Coanfellor, and his Difticf pro- | 
nounced at his déath, Ds/ce mee exemple mandate munere fungi, Et 
fuge cen peftens + mrvaeryuooomy sand the like fate of Ju/tns Fonas 
( 7.C. Son of that great Divine of the fame name) the next year, 
whok laft Verfes were like the former. Dwid jrvat iannmeros {cire 
atque evolvere cafns, fi faciendafugis, fi ee ror facia? Study not 
therefore the way of rifing, but the way of righteoufne&s ; Honefty 
will hold out, when Honors will deceive you. If your hearts be 
once infected with the fermentation of this fwelling humour, it 
will quickly rife yp to your brain, and corrupt your intelleQuals ; 
and then you will be of chat opinion which your Fleth thinks to be 
good, and not chat whichyour judgment thought to be true ; and 
you will feech your Religion from the Statute Book,and not from 
the Bible; as the jelt-went of Agricole (who turned from a Pro- 
eeftant to.an Antinomian,and being convinced of that error, turned 
Papift into the other extream) and Pebugius and Sédonine Authors 
BY] of the Jnterins ; Chryfma- ab eis & oleuns pontificium inter alia de- 
fenduntur, ut ipfi difcederent unttiores, (becaufe they obtained 
Bifhopricks by ic: ) @ what a doleful cafe is ic, co fee fo many brave 
wits, and men of profound Learning, tobe made as ufelefs and | - 
hurcfal to che Church of God by their pride aud ungodlinefs, as 
others ace by their pride and Ignorance; were a clear under- 
landing conjoyned. with an holy heart and heavenly life, and were 
they as skilful-in Spiritual as Humane Learning, what a glory and | - 
diefling would they be go the Churches | os 
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Aftly, Be fure that you ftudy and ftrive afcer Unity and. 
Peace ; fever you would psomoce the Kingdom of — 
| Yyy and | 
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_. | and your peoples Salvation, do it in a way of Peace and Love ; 
| Publike wars,and private quarrels do nfually pretend to the Refor- 
mation of the Church,co che viridicaring of the Trath,and the wete 
| face of fouts;but they as ufually prove in the iffve,the greateft means 
to she overthrow ofall ; Ic isasnaturalfor both warsand privace 
contentions co preduce Errors, Schifms, contempt of Magiftracy, 
-| Miniftry,and Ordinances,as it is for a dead carrion co breed Worms 
and Véfmine ; Believe ic from one chat-hath too many years ex- 
‘| perience of it both in Armies and Garrifons; It is ashard a thing to 
qaintain even in your godly people, a found underftanding, acen- 
der confciences, a-lively, gracious, heavenly, frame of fpirit, and an 
oprighc life in a way of war and contention, as to keep your candle 
 |iighted in- che greateft Storms, or under che waters: The like I- 
| may fay of perverfe and fierce Difputings about Baptifm, and the 
Circumftantials of Difcipline, or ocher Queftions that are far from 
. {the foundation : they oftener lofe the Trucnthen findeit. A Synod 
_|isas likely and Jawful a means as any for fuch decifions,and yet -Wa- 
zsanzen faith, Se hattenxs won vidiffe wllins Synodi utilem finews, 
ayt in qua ves male [¢ habentes, non magis exacerbate quam curate 
fuerint : With the vulgar he feems to be the Conqueror that hath 
the Jaft word, or at. left he chac hath che moft plaufible depore- 
ment, the moft affecting rone, the moft earneft and confident ex- 
| preffions, che moft probable arguments, rather then he that hach 
the moft naked. demontftrations : He cakes with them moft, thar 
{peaks for.che Opinion which they like and are inclined to, thongh 
he fpeak Non-fenfe ; and he that is moftfamiMer with them, and 
hath che beft opportunities and advantages to prevail, efpecially 
he that hacff che greaceft incereft in their affections; fo that a difpu- 
tation before the vulgar even of the godly, isas likely ameansro 
corrupt them asto cure them; ufually che moft erroneous feducers 
| will carsy out their Caufe with as good a face, as fluent a tongue, as 
great contempt and reproach of their.oppofers, and.as much con- 
fidence that the truth is on their fide, as if it were fo indeed. Parans 
his Maftercaught him, chat (‘erto certius in qualibet msinuti fina pa- 
| Parzeus in pre | "8s portsone, vere fubftantialiter sntegrum corpus Chrifti effet, 
|| item in, apud, cum, [nb minntifima vini guttula adeffet integer fan- 
wis dominicus ; what confidence was here in a bad caufe? And if 
you depend on the moft reverend and beft efteemed Teachers,and 
. -| fuffer che weight of their repatation to turn the Scales, you may in 
——. | many. 
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many things be never the neerertoche Truth ! Haw many learn- 

edable men, hath the name and authority of Lether miflead, in 

the point of confubftantiation ? Fifime was caried away withit | * p- md-pex. 
awhile, cill he was curned from it by the reading of Luthers-| dextibus Ortho- 
own arguments, they were fuch Paralogifines. - Yet was it Lathers | doxis & have 
charge to his followers , that none fhould call ehemfelves after his | {4/7 berun 


name, becaufehe dyed net for them, nor was his dodrine his | ps7 phon?” 


town. The only way therefore to the profpering of your labors | dellum de Iuve 


is, to quench all flames of contentions, to your power ! Ifyou | plebis in Regi- 
would have the waters of verity and piety tobe clear, the way | 7 Ecclefisp. 


isnot to ftir inthemand trouble them, but to let chem fectle in eae 
peace,and run down into practice. Woco thofe Minifters that | 4° pe Ranns 


make unneceffaty divifiohs and parties among the people, that | volcbat non peo 
fo they may get chemfelves a name,and be cryed up by many fol- | 5 pancos, fed 


Jowers | And as you fhould thus ftudy*the peace and unity of your | Pes urver/- 
es : eos cog | at Eccl fiam 
congregations, fo keep out all che occafions of divifions : efpecial- | om iadicium 
ly che doctrine of feparation, * and popular Charch governfhent, | duchize , Ele. 
the apparent Semnary of faction and perpetual contentions, If | oncm & re 
once your pecple be taught that ic belongeth co chemcto govern ; J:onem mini. 


Ne Cre; ay Le i firorumyex 
themielves, and thofe that Scripture calleth their Guides and papiea ieiids 


Rulers, you fhallhave mad work ! When every one isa Govet-} p.m c¢ abjalu- 
nor,who are the governed ? When the multitude how unable f0- | sion — 4 
eyer,muft hear and judge of every caufe, both their Teachers and | Syrvdo austen 


F . a V4 
others, they nced no other imployment to follow ; this will finde | 4’? bata dif- 
? Cipling ifhaia, 


them work enough, as it doth to Farliament men to fic and heat | oe auscan 0. 
and {peak and voce. Isic nor ftrange that fo learned a man as t Pet.) pinicnes ex~ 
. | : . + | plofe funt. In 
' jundlum etiam ilirum pavtium ceelepis, ut omni Qudio, fi: eve illes 3 & fi non ad fentcntiam mu- 
tandam. [alten ad piccin fovrndam man[xcté invitwe conarentity. Sed nova ce iasudita cradclitas 
gue Parifys crores ia muptjs rllis fatal-bles. lange lareque rcgnum Gallia pervafit , domefticas ct inte 
feanete contentioncs onmes (unlit. \n vita Bolingeri. Avureliz Syncdo prafedst Sadeel, ubi cumpri- 
wis Corny opinio dfcuffa confutatcque q4t djciplinam pavitcy dotlrinamyue, Democratico vel petius 
O- blocratico move quadain cx popuie (uttree ys vozt adininifyayique valcbant,— Et cum in alys pro- 
DIALS reerud [ore ld {per Fuch.? ee Polite d Iid:um int: Uae rcl Sadeel, cenfuit de wl teta fbi 
zmpliter eff df rnin, Aye baits Saudus tne iin cus et prefuit, tanta felicitate ufus diccudi 
ducenaqueie fohilmsty epas prixc-p\ cir cliegut cid:tionts bund [perncnde jin Orthodoxorum partes } 
Sefe contitlerit,ac mutatam jotertren. Ate fall pr f plus fit. Yavd.aSadeel, Iz Nemaufinf fynode 
adsums de Difcipl na Eccl ft ifhiea, cyes formar qucadtn vous ct mjolitam quidam Toban, Par if 
enhis zon anime tantum fedetamcrifito “cier as eigue virs quidans doth rerum novarum pre 
vite plus eqno liboyantes edbavelont . Cl Mags tal.rvie argumentorunigue atic opinienem tllins 
mumitaws d-fendibagt. Woinm tanen Couctus (cj° 0; po;rit B.za, dodiffunce Cr difertiffime vem fotam 
edifferens. Ejus fententiam tota fywodi. stn ‘1’ rev conf-nfw approbavit,erc, In vita Bere. | ¥ 
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Ramus fhould be the advotate for the muttitudes authority in 
Church-Government 2? But that God mutt ufe fo fharp a care for 
thofe contentions.as that bloody French Maffacre,me thinks fhould 
- | make Engalnd to tremble to confider irl Leaft the fame difeate here 
.y nouft have thefike cure. Ifan Army had cryed this popular Govera- 
ment bur one yeer-among themfelves in their military affairs. and 
‘had attompted and managed ail theirdefignes by the Vote of the 
whole Army, durft have valued cheir judgments che better‘ever af- 
ter in this point. Wo co the patient chat matt have a miftaking Phy- 
\ fitian til he be geown skilful by making experiments upon his dif. 
eafes.And wo tothe people that are in fach hands,as muft learn their 
skill in Governmenc from the common calamities only, and from 
their experience of the fafferings ef the people / This kinde of 
knowledge, I confeffe,.is the througheft : but it is pity that fo 
many others fhould pay fodearforit. ~ a , 
You therefore that are the Guides of this Charet of @hrift.take 
heed of lofing the reines leftallbe overthrown : It is but lately 
er ood that che Prelaces held them fo hard,that we might not move on in 
* Qu bus mune | che way of unqueftionable duty, and we might not ftir at all for 
@ wba vit- | fear of (tinting amifs, and gedline(s was fhut out upon pretence of 
beph jeg an well-ordering it. Donot * you run nowintothe contrary ex- 
(cum donis oo tream,to think that all reftraint isevil. Alas,poor England | how 
xibus fpiritali- | are thy bowels torn out ! and thy reformation and deliverance 
bus careant ve. grown (asco man) impoffible -! becaufe chy inhabicants, yeaand 
rerum prephe | Guides,ran all into excreams! like adrunken man chat recleth from 
ray ps fide to fide, but cannot keep the middle way : nay they hate a man 
ticyrts - digna | of peace that runs not out into their extreams, One party would 
capisason Pro | pluck up the hedge of government’, as if the vine-yard could 
poeta velex t2- | oot be fruitful,except it lye waft to the —_ of all the beafts of 
ta fatteme in OF the Foreft, They are like the pond that fhould grudge at the 
Cathediam -\ bankes and dam, and think ir injurious to be chus reftrained of irs 
Chrifty mdecoro | liberty, and therefore combine with the winds to raife atempeft, 
babitu aie and fo affaule and break down the banks in their rage; andnow 
ceyte ar. ; re ae 
; + ne fe dicuntur, ut quicquid in-baccam vcnerat , ant gquomodocenque 
ae gry ly ae pg fi oe fide ct ne aii aternum tudibrinm, frementibus He cacbinaan 
tibus atheis, cvemerent ? Audits (utinam fala) vefero: que veflya immo Chriftianoram omninm 
ref ir aud ws fot ly eg dances ale cl wlth ee fara 
nefas abujus, facrofanttwm Domini, quod [uper nos omnes invocatum -e momen, gentibus blafple_ 
mandsm propinct, terrainque que tanta monfira tulit, divis quautim in fe 8 devevest. Blondellus 
de Juraplebis, p. 76.77% . 
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where is that peaceable affoeiation of waters ? Me thinks the 
enemies of government are joft in the cafe as I remember when 
I was a boy our School was in,when we had barred out our Matter: 
We grudged at our yoke,we longed for liberty; becaufe it was not 
given us we refolved to take it, when we had got’dut our Mafter 
and fhut faft che doors , we grew bold, ‘and talkt co him at our 
pleafure; then no onewas Mafter, and everyone was Mafter: | 
we fpend our time in playing and in quarrelling : we treat at laft | 
with our Mafter about coming in : byt onr liberty was fo fweet, | 
thac we were loath-to leave it , and wé had run our felves fo deep 
in guile chat we durft noe truft him ; and therefore we refolve to 
let him inno more : But in theend when onr play-dayes (which 
' | wecalled Holy dayes) were over, we are fain to give accomt of | 
our boldnefs, and found!y to be whipt for it,and foro come under | 
» | the yoke again. Lord, if this be the cafe of England, let us rather | - 
be whipt and whipc again,chen turned olit of chy School,and from 
under thy government. We feelnow howthofe are miftaken, 
thac think the way'for the Chorches unity, isto dig up the banks 
and let all loofe , that every man in Religion may do what his lift. 
On the other fide,fome men to efcape this Scy#a do fall into the 
Charybdis of former violence and formality : They mult have all 
‘men to walkin fecters, and they muft be the makers of them: 
and Minifters muft be taught to Preach, by fuch Jives as their horfes | 
are taught to pace. No man mutt be fufferedto come intoaPul- | _ 
pit, that thinks not or fpeaks not as they would have him : Or if 
they canaot take away his liberty, they will do what they can to.| 
blaft his repucation; Yet if he cannot have the repute of being 
| Orthodox, it were well ifthey would leave ‘him che reputation of 
a Chriftian. But having ‘alfo a Chniftianity of cheir own making, 
and proper co theanfelves,they will prefently unchriften him, and 
make Kima Heretick by proclamation ; .as-if they had fo far the 
power of the Keys,as to lock up the doors of Heaven againt him,| - 
and wipe out his naine ‘from the book of Life. It {triketh me] | 
fometimes into an amazement with admiration , thatit fhould be} 
offible for fuch mountains of pride, to remain in the hearts of 
many godly, reverend Minifters! That they fhouldno morebe| . 
confcious of the weaknefs of their own underitandings, butcha¢|) * 
even in difpucable difficult things, they muft be che Rule by which| 
all orhers mut be judged | So that every mans judgmenc matt be a 
_Yyy 3 = cue ; 
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cut meet to the ftandard of theirs;. and whatfoever opinion ts 
either {horter or longer, maft be rejected with thé {corn of an He- 
refie or an Error Wonderfyl ! Thac-men that have ever 
ftudyed Divinity, fhould no. more difcern the. profundities and 
difficultics ! and their owa incapacities! More wonderful ! that 


| any. difciple of Chrift (hould be fuch an enemy to knowledg, as to 


refolve they will kaow no more themfelves then is commonly 
known, nor fuffer any other to know more ? So that when aman 
hath read once what is the opinion of che Divines that are moft in 
credit , he dare fearch- ne further for fear of being counted a No- 
vellift or Heretick ; or left he. bear their curfe for adding to, or 


| taking from the common conceits! So that Divinity is become an 
| eafier-ftudy then heretofore : We are already ac a Ne plus xlera: 


Ir feemeth vain when we know the opinions in credic,to fearch any 
further: We have then nothing to do,but eafily to ftudy for popu- 
lac Sermons , nor is ic fafe fo mach as to make chem our own, by 
looking into and examining their grounds, left in fo doing we 


__ | fhould be forced so a diffents So that Schelars may .eafily be 


drawnto think, that ic is becgerto be at a venture of thecommon 
belief, which may be with eafe , then: to weary and {pend chem- 
felves in. tedious ftudies, when they .are fure beforehand.of no 
better reward from men, then the reputation of Hercticks! Which 
is the lot of all chat.go.out of the common rode. So.chat who will 
hereafter look after any more cruch then is known arftLin credit, 
except it be fome one that is fo taken with admiration of it, asto 
caftall his repucation overboard rather then make (hipwrack of 
his {clf-prized Merchandize 1 Yet moft wonderful is ic, that any 


p2g-| Chriftian,efpecially fo many, godly Minifters.fhould arrogate to 


themfelves the high prerogatives of God! viz. to be che Rule 
and Standard of Truth! I know they will fay chat Scripeure is the 
Rule ; but when they muft be the peremcory Judges of che fenfe of 
thac Scripture, fo that in the hardeft concroveriies none maft 
fwarve from their fenfe, upon pain of being branded. wich t'erefie 
or error, whacis this but co be the Judges chemfelves,and Sci:ptnre 
but their fervane? The final, ful,decilive interp:eracion of Lawes, 
belongeth to none but the Lawmakers chem(elves, for who cat 
know another mans meaning, beyond his expreilions,. buc himtel!? 
And yet it increafeth my wondering, that chete Divines have aot 
forgotten the late arrogancy of the prelates inthe fame kinde , 

, 7 Uunuer 
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under which fome few of themfelves did faffer / Nor yet how con- 
{tantly our Divines that write againit the-Papifts, do difclaim any 
fuch living, final, decifive Judge of concrovefies; but make Scripture 
the only Judg. O what mifchief hath the Ghurch of Chrift fuffered 


by theenlarging of her Creed !. While .ic contained but twelve 


Articles, believers were plain and peaceable and honeft. But a 
Chriftian now is'noé the fame ‘thing: as chen.: Our heads {well 


fo big like children that have the-rickets) chat. all the body fares. 


the worfe for it.Every new Article ‘that was added to the Creed, 
was a new engine to [tretch the brains of believers, and in the iffue 
to rend out the bowels of theChurch.It never went fo well withthe 
Church, fince it begun (as Era/iane faith of the times of the Nicene 
counfel) rem ingexiofam eee Chriftiansws effe, to.be a matterof fo 
much wit and cunning to be a Chriftian. Not but thar all our wit 
fhould be here:imployed , and. controverfies of difficulty may be 
debated ; but when. the decifion of:thefe: mu be put into our 
Creed, and a man muft be of the faith that che:Chateh is of,ic goes 
bard. ‘Methinks I could read. e4qitinas,. ar Scorus, ot Bellarmine 
with profit, wt Philofophiam, et Theologian liberam ; but when} 
muft make them all parts.of my Creed , and fub{cribe, to all they 
fay, or elfe be no Catholick this is hard dealing. I krrow. now we 


have ‘no Spantth inquifition co fire as from the: truch-: But.as} 
Grymens Wa8WoNt to fay, Pont ifici Romano Era[mum plus nocwiffe | 
jocanie, quam Lutherum ftomachande ;: fo fome mens reproaches | 


may do more then other mens perfecutions,. 


‘. Andit is not che leaft aggravation ef: thefe mens arrogance, | 
thar they are moft violent ia the points that they have leait ftudy- } 


ed, orwhich they are moft ignorant in: Yea and that. cheir cruel 
reproaches are ufnally fo inceflanr,thac where they.once faften,they 
fcarce ever loofe again; having learned the old leffon, to be fare 
to accofe boldly, forthe fcarre will remain when the wound is 
healed. Yea fome will not {pare the fame of the dead , but when 
their fouls haye the happinefs of Saints with God, their games muft 


have the ftain of Herefie with men. More ingenuity had Charles the 


Emperor, when the Spanifh fouldiers would have digged.up. the 


bones of Luther: Sinise ipfims,inguis,quie/cive ad diem refurrettionss, | 
et judicinm omninm,&c. Lec him reft,faith he, till che refurrection 


and the final Jadgment: ifhe were atieretick he fhall have as {e- 
vere a Judg as youcan defire. | , ia 
efe 
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Thefe are the. extreams vehich pour England groaneth under ; 
| Andis there no reaiady ? Bdlides the: God of Peace, chereis no 
| remedy. Peace is fed from mens Principles and Jadgmenrs,’ and: 
therefore it is a ftranger to thetr Affections and pradctifes: no 
| wonder then ific bea Rrasger in the Land, both im Chetch and 
Stat ¢, | | : ; an : ese ; 
| | either of che forementioned extrearis be:tise way to Peace, 
we may have it : or elfe where is the man chat fecketh after it ? Bur 
I remember Lathers Oracle, and fear ic 1s now to be verified. Hee 
perdent Religionens Clriftianam : 1. Oblivio beneficiernm ab Evan- 
gelio acceptorum: 2. Securitas, qua jam paffim  wbique vegnat : 
3. Sapientia mundi, qua vult onwwia redigere in ordinews, Co imeplis 
mediis Ecclefia pucé conf{uetere. Three things wiltdeftroy che Chrifti- 
an Religion. Firlt, Forgetfuinefs of che benefits we received by the 
Gofpel : Secondly, Security : Thirdly, The wifdom of the world, 
which will needs reduce all into Order, and look to the Churches 


peace by ungodly means. = Ate 
. The zeal of my fpirit after Peace, hath made me digrefs here 


-O what a 


| further then Timcended: Bue the fam and fcope ofall my fpeects 
Wing is Self. | is this; Let every comfionable Minifter ftudy equally for Peace 
dowant peace | 204-Truch, as knowing that.they dwell both together in the 
in their own | gOldem mean, and wee at fuch a diftance as moft Hotfpurs do 
confciences, |) 1thagine; and let them believe chat they are like to fee no more 
orinthehu- | fuccefé of their labors, then they ace fe ftudious of Peace ; and that 
bod 43 spo ‘all wounds will let out book blond and {pirics, aad borh Truth and: 
caavquicily | Godhnefs.is ready to run ont at every: that (hail be made 
feel it, and | among the people or themfeives ; and chac the time for the Pa- 
think them. | {tures of Profeftionto be preen, and for the Ficld of crue Godli- 
ey = eae nefsto grow ripe for the Harveft, and for che Rofe of Devotion 
: eae * | and Heavenlinefs to. be fragrant and fourihh ; it is not in che bia. 
and yee the | {tering ftormy scempeftuous Winter, but in the calm delightful 
wanrof peace | Summer of Peace. O what abundance .af_exceHenc hopeful fairs 
in Church | of Godlinefs have I Seen blown down before they were ripe, by 
| sogeiin fel | the impetaous windes of wars, and:ochercoutentions,and fo haye | 
them, but for | layentroden under foot by Libertinifm, and fenfuality,as. meat for 
their own | Swine, who.elfemight have. been their Malters deligh / Ina word, 
erids agd fan- | T never yer fawthe Wosk.of the Gofpel go on well m Wars, nor 
cic they ae | che bufinefs of mens falvation focceed among diffentions ; but if 
rile ~ | one have in fuch times proved a gainer;multimmdeshave bin lofers: 


The 


at ere fae ral NOLO eT ee ee saree, ad 
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The fame God isthe-God both of Truth and Peace : the fame 
Chrift is the Prince of Peace, and Ahthor of Salvation ; the fame 
Word is che Gofpel of Peace and Salvation : both have the fame 
canfes, bothate wrought and carrie¢on by che fame Spiric, the | 
fame Perfons are the Sons of Peace and Salvation : {0 infeparably 
do they go hand in hand together. O cherefore let us be the Mi- 
nifters, and helpers of oar peoples peace, as ever we dcfire to be 
helpers of cher Salvatton. . | 

And how mpoffible is i¢ for Miniers to maintain peace amon 
their people, if they maintain noc peace among themfelves? 6 
what a flaggcring is itto the faith of the weak, when they fec their 


Yeachersatid Leadcrs‘ae frch odds ? It makcs them ready co'throw 
faway all Retigion, when chey fee fcarce two or three of the moft 

tearned and godly Divines of ond minde, but like the biceeref ene: 
mics, no Sr and vilifying one another, and aif becanfe che 
Artictes of our faich mult be fo unlimited, voluminous, and alrioft 
infinire, fothat no man well knows when he may cafl himfelf an 
Orthoddx Chrftian, When our Creed is fwelled rote bignefs of 
a Nationat Confeffion; one would think chat he chao fabfcabech 
cothat Confiffion fhould be-Orthodox, and yer if he jump'nog: 
juft wich the Times inexpounding every Article OF thac Confeffi: 
on, and ran not with the ftream in every other Potpe thavisin | 
queftion amongft them, though he had fubfenbed to the whole | 
Harmony of Confeffions, hie is never the neerer the: eftinlatiorof. 
Orthodox; Were we afl bound cogerher by a Confeffion or Sub~ 
feription of the crue Fundamentals,and chofe o@tter Poines that are 
‘next co Fundamentals onely, and thére rook’ up our Chrituaniry 
and Unicy, yichding each other a freedom of differing in fmaller 
or more diffcul: Poits, of in expreffing our {elves in different 
| tearms, and fo did live peaceably and lovingly together, nocwith- 
Rtanding {och differences, as memthat all knew the myficrioumess 
of Divinity,and the imperfedti6n of there own underftandings, and 
thac here we know but in pare, and therefore fhalbmoft certain! 
err and differ in part: what a world of mifchiefs. might gs 
courfe prevent ? I oft chink on che examples of Lwiler and Ade- 
lantthon : Tc was nora few things that chey differed in,: nor fuch 
as would now be accounted fimalf; befides, che imperivus harfh- 
nefs of Leathers difpoficion (as Caroloftadins could witncis,; and 
| yee how fweecly and peaceably, oe did they live coge: 
, ZZ | ther’ 


oe 
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ther without any breacteor difagreement confiderable : As CAtel. 
eAdamus faith of them, Eri tempor fuerunt ad giftrattiones pro- 
clivia, hominumgue levitasdiffidiorum cupida, tamen cums alter alte-\ 
rins vitia noffet, nenquam inter eos fimultas extitit, ex qua animo- 
rum alienatio fubfecata ft; fo that their agreement arofe not hence, |’ 
that either was free from faults or errors, bur. knowing each others 
faules, they did more. eaftly bear them? Cercain! if every diffe- 
4 rence in Judgment in matters of Religion fhould feem intoferable, 
or make a breach if affc€tionf then no two men on earth mutt live 
together or tolerate eack other, but every man mutt refolve co live 
by himfelf;for no cwo on earth but differ in one thing or other, ex- 
| cept fuch as take all their faith upon cruft, and explicitly believe 
nothing at all; God hath not made our Judgments all of a com- 
plexion no more then, our faces, nor our Knowledg all of a fize, 
any more then our bodies ; and methinks men that be not refolved 
tobe any ching in Religion,:fhould ‘be afraid of making the Ar. 
ticles of their Faich fonumerous, left they fhould thortly become 
| Hereticks themfelves, by difagreeing from. themfelves, and they 
| fhoald be.afraid of making too ftri& Laws for chofe that differ in 
Judgment in controvertible Points, left they fhould fhortly 
1 change their Ju@gments, and fo make a Rod for their own Backs; 

for how know they in difficult difpucable Cafes, bur, within this 
| twelve months themftives may be of another minde ? except they 
-are relolved neverto change, for fearof incurrittg che reproach 
of Novelty and Mutabilicy, and then they were beft refalve to 
ftudy no more, ner ever to be wifer: I would we knew juftat 
|what Age a man mbft recejve this principle againft changing his 
Judgment; I ami afraid Jeft-at laft chey (hould teach it theiz children, 
{and left many Divines did learn it tao young,and if any befides be- 
fides Chrift and his Apoftles muft be che Standard and Foundation 
of our faith, I would we could:certainly tell who they are, for I 
have heard yet none but the Pope: or bis General Counce! ex- 
yee lay claim to the Prerogative of infallibility, and 1 think 


_| there is few that have appeared more fallible ; for my own part] 
admire the gifts of God in our firft Reformers, Lather, ALelantthen, 
Galvin, &c. And 1 know no man(ince the Apoftles days whom I 
-| value and honor more then Calvin, and whofe Judgment in all 
things ( one with another) I moreeftcem andcome necrer coo ; 
(Though: E-may {peed as Amiraldns, to be chonght co defend him 
: but 


~» 


e 
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but fo¥ 4 defence co-his own errors; )but yet if I thoughe we muft | 
needs be in all things of his minde, and know no more in any one} 


Point chen-he did, I fhould heartily with that he had lived one fifty 
years longer, that he might have increafed and multiplied his 


Common Prayer, ec. when they are preft wich the Examples.and 
 - | Judgments of our firft Reformers,;but in masters of Doctrine they 
forget their own Anfwers, as if they had been perfect here, and nor 
in the other, or as if Do€trinals were riot much fuller of Myfteries 
and difficulties, then Worfhip ! So far am I'from {peaking all chis 
for the fecurity of my felfin my differing from others, thatif God 
| |woald difpenfe with me for my Minifterial Services without any 
lofs ro his people, I fhould leap as lightly as Bifhop Ridley when hé 
was {tripc of his ‘Pontificalia, and fay as Pedaretus the Laconian 
when he was not chofen J» numersm trecentorum, Gratias habeo 
| tibi, O Dens,quod tot bomines meliores me huic (ivitati dedifti. : 

Buc I mut ftop, and again apologize for this cedioufnefs; though 
it be te, 4s. Zeno faith, Verbis neultis non eget veritas; yet, Refps-. 
ciendum etiam quibus egent lettores; And as Plato to: Antiffhenes, 
| Orationis modus eft non.penes dicentems fed penes andigntem. 1 com 
| . {clude not witha Laconitm, but a Chriftianifm, as hoping my Bre- 
thren will at left hear their Mafter, Afarke 9.50. Have falt in your 
febves,and have peace one with another :. and Calvins Expofition 
which is the fumm of all Ihave faid. qd. Danda eft vobis opera,non 
tantune ut falfi intus fitis, fed etiam ut faliaris dlvos: Duiatamen fal 
| dcrimonig {isa mordet, ideo ftatims admonet, fic temperandam effe 

"| Conmdsturam, ut pax interimfalua maneat. — ? 


SECT. XL | 


helping others co the Heavenly Reft, is Parents, and Ma- 
ters of Families : All you thar God hath intrufted wich Children 
or Servants, O confider what Dury lyecth on you for the furthe- 
ring of their Salvation. That this Exhortation: may be the morse ef- 
fe€tual with you, Iwilllay down thefe {¢veral Confiderations for 
you ferioafly tothinkon. = = 2 a 


2222 


+ | knowlellg before he died, and then fiucceeding Ages might have |: 
had leaveto have grown wifer, cifl hep had attained ro know as’ 
much as he. Some men carr tell what to fay in pointof Ceremonies, |. 


6. ees laft whom I would perfwade to this great Work of | 


I, What | 
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4, Whac plain and preffing commands.of Gad are thrag that | 
‘require this great Duty at your hands, Dess.6, 6,7, 8. thefe 
‘words whith I command thee thjs day foall be dn thy huert, and shew 
Seale tench them diligently to thy, cbildrea,Qeaking of them When thos 
fisteft ie thy banfe, and when thou malkeft.by the way, and wien than 
‘lyefi down, gud whew thos “iif wp. So Dent.11. And how-wellis 
| God pleafed with this in eq brebaw, Gen, 18.19. Shad I Lide from 
Abraham thes thing which Ide? For I know. him, that be wid com- 
mand bis Children, and bis Homfoadd after hiew, thas they foal keep 
the Way of the Lord, &c. And it is Pofhuces Relohnion, That be 
' | hit Homfbold will forve the Lord. Pravar 6. Train ap achildein 
che vony bee fhewld ge, aud when he tx ald he. Will wot depare fremét. 
Ephel. 6.4: Seng up (yotr children) inthe Nurture esd Adasenition 
ofthe Lord, Many the like Paecepts, efpecisily ia the Book of 
Proverbs, you mag fifide +80 thatyon tee iq isa Work: ther the 
Lord of hsavea and carh hath aid upon you; and how then dere 


“tf 2 fess aduey sige you ow your childsen in poiar. of Juttice ; 
| frem yon tity received the defilement and mafesy oftheir nasures. 

_ artd therefore you ow cheng all poSigic help for their seeovery , 

EL fyotbad but burea Rraager, yea, chough againit your will, yau 


ng Kontiderbewmecr your childsen ase co. you, and then-yer 
will perceive, thar from. this Natural Relation allo shey bavete- 
ceroft in your armoithelp» yeurchildrenare, ag ig were, pacts.of 
your felves ; If they protper when-you are dead, you take ig almolt 
‘ahifyen jived and profpered inchem, if you labor never fo mueb, 
you.thek i¢ soc ill beftawed, nor your buildings, or perchafes 
coo dear, fe that they may enjoy them when you-are dead : and 
as you not be of the fame minde for their everlafting 
Reft ? 2 | : ; 7 =. 

‘| 4. You willelfe be witneffes againft. your own fouls: your great 
care, and pains, and coft for their bodies, will condemn you for 
your neglect of their pretions feuls; you can {pend your felves in 
toyling and caring for their. bodies, and even negk& your 
own Fue. and venture them fometimes upon unwarrantable 
 courfes, and all co provide for your Pofterity ; ‘and have you not 
as much reafon to provide for their fouls ? Do you-not believe 
‘that your children muft be everlaftingly happy-or miferable when | 
| this 
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this life isended ?-and fhould nocshat be fore-thought-of in the 
5. Yea, All the very bruit creatures may condemn you ; Which 
of them is rot tender of their y ? How long will the Hen fic 
te hatcifhersChickens ? and how bafily fccape for them ? and how 
carefully fheiter and defehd them? and fo will even the moft rile | 
and venemous Serpent ; and will you be more unnatoral and hard. 
hearted then all thefe ? will you fuffer your children to be ungodly 
and profane, and ran.on in the undoubred way to damnation, and 
leethem atone to deftroy themfelves without controfl?- 
6 Confider, God hach made your children to be your charge ; 
yea, and your fervants coo:Every one will canfefs they are the Mi- 
| nifterscharge, and whata dreadful thing ic is for shem ro negle& 
them, when God hatheold chem, Thatif they tell nos the wicked 
of their fin and danger, their blood (halt be required at thee Mint | 
ftets hatreds ; und #% noe your. charge as great and as dreadful as 
theirs ? Have noe. you a gteater charge of your own Families 
then any Mindter hath? Yea doubslefs, and your daty i isco 
reach, and adtionifh, and reprove: them, and watch over them, 
and at your hands elfe will God require the Gloud of sheir fouls: 
The grearefi charge it ts that ever you were entrofted wich, arid: 
we to-yeu'if you prove wifairsfal and betsay your eruft, and foffer 
them co be ignorant for want of your teaching, or wicked for 
want of yeor admonition or correction’! O fad accouns that many 
|perencswillmake! = 4 es a 
1 9 Look imeo the difpoficions and lives of yonr children, and fee | - 
what s-work there isforyou to dg.. Firt, Ft noc onefin that you: 
mufthelp them again, bue thonfands ; their nante is Legion, for 
-| they are many ; It ts not one weedthrac mult be pulled. up, but the 
field is overfpread with them. Secondly, Aad how hard is iz.to 
‘| prevail againft any one of them? They are Hereditary difcales,. 
bred in theie Natures. Natwrans expels farca, Sx. Shey are as 
neer them as che very heart , and how tenacious are alt things of 
that which isnatoral?how hard.coceach a Hare:not co be fearful?or | 


2 Lyon or Tiger not to be fidrce? Befides the chings you moft teach 

them are quite above them,yea,& clean contrary to the intereft and 

defires of their Fleth; how-hatd is it to teach aman to be-willing 

- | to be poor; and tefpifed, and pd So here for Chrift ! to — : 
themielves,and difpleafe the fleth,¢ ° forgive an Enemy,to love t : € 

| 123. : _ tha! 
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thar hate us, to watch againft cemprations, to avoid occafiens and 
appearance of ev:l, co believe ina crucified Saviour, to rejoyee in 
| eribalation, co eru{t anon a bare word of Promife, and fet-goq all in 
hand (ifcali'd co it) for fomeching in hope that they never faw,nor 
ever fpake with man-that did fee ; co make God theirahief delight. 
| andlove,and cohave cheir hearts in heaven while they live onearth; 
[chink none of this ts eafte ; they chink otherwife let chem try and 
Judg ; yecallchis muft be learned, or they are undone for ever. If 
ouhelp them not co fome Trade, they-cannot five in the world, 
_| but if chey be defticute of thefe chings, they thall nor live in hga- 
ven ; Hf che Marriner be not skilful he may be drowned, and iF che 
Souldier be not skilful he may be flain; but they chae cannot do the 
| things above mentioned will perith for ever s. For without holinefs 
- | none foall [ee God, Heb.1 2.14. O that the Lord would make all. you 
that are Parents fenfible whae a work and charge doth ‘lye upon. 
ou! You that neglect this important work, and talk co your Fa- 
‘| milies of nothing but the world, I tell you, the bloud of fouls lyes 
on you, make as light of it as yon will, if you repent. not and 
amend, the Lord will fhortly call you to an account for your guilei- 
nefs of your childrens everlafting undoing;and then you that could 
finde in your hearts to negle& the fouls of your. own children, will! 
be judged more barbarous then the Jrie-or Forks, chat jkill jthe 
children of others. — a or 
-8. Confider alfo what a world of forrows do you prepare for 
your felves by the negicét of your children -: Firft, Youcan ex- 
- | pe& no other but that they fhould be chorns in your very eyes, and 
you may thank your felves if they prove fo, feeing they are thorns 
- | of your own panting: Secondly, Ifyou fhould repent of chis your |. 
negligence, and be faved your felves, yet is tt nothing to you so 
chink of che damnation of your children ? You know, God hath 
| faid, That except they be'bern again they foall not exter into the 
| Kingdom of God. Methinks then it fhould be a heart-breaking to 
all you that have unregenerate children; Methinks you fhould weep 
over them every time you look them in the face, to remember that 
they are inthe way to eternal fire! Séme pceple would lament 
the fate of their children, if bute a Wizard thould foretel chem 
fome ill fortune to befall.them ; and do you not regard it, when 
the Living God (hall sell you, Thur the wicked foall be turned into 
belt, andall they that forget God ? Pial.g.17. Thirdly, Yetall this 
, were 
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were net fo doleful co you, if it were athing that you had no hand 
in, or could do nothing to help; but co chink that all this is much. 
long of you! chat ever your negligence (hould bring your childe to | 
thefe eyerlafting corments,which the. very damned man( Lake 16.) 
wonld have had his brethren been warned to efcape ; if this feem | 
light co thee, thouhaft the heart of ahellifh Fiend in chee, and not | 
of aman. Fourthly, Buc yet worfe then allchis will it proveto 
you, if you die in chis fin; for then you fhall be miferable as well as 
they; and O what a greeting will there -be then between un- 
godly Parents and children! what a hearing’ will ic be to your 
‘| cormented fouls, to hear your children cry ouc againft you, All this. 
that we fuffer was long of you, you fhould have caughe us better, 
aod did not ;you fhould have reftrained us from fin, and corrected 
us, but you did not ; what an additgon will fuch out-cries be to 
your mifery? es | 
g. Onthe other fide,do but chink. wich ygnr felves;what a world | 
| ofcomfort you may have ifyou be faithfuf in this ducy : Firlt; If 
you fhould not fucceed, yet you have freed your own fouls, and 
though it be fad, yer not fo fad, for you may have peace in your |. 
own confciences, Secondly, But if you do fucceed, the comfort 
is unexpreffible. Eor firft, Godly children will be truly loving to 
your felvesthat aretheir Parents ; whena little riches or matters 


of chis world, will oft make ungodly children’to caft off their very 
narural affection : fecondly, Godly children will be moft obediene 
to you; They dare not difobey and provoke you, becaufe of the 
command of God, except you fhould command them that 
which is unlawful, and then they muft obey God rather then men: 
thirdly, And if you fhould fall inco want, they would be moft 
faithful in relieving you, as knowing they are cied by a double. 
bond, of Nature,and oF Grace: fourthly, And they will alfo be 
heJpers ro your fouls, and to your fpiritual comforts ; they will be 
delighting you with the mention of heaven, and wich all holy con- 
ference od actions; when wicked children will be grieving you 
with curfing, and {wearing, or drunkennefs, or dilobedience: 
fifthly, Yea, when youare in trouble, or ficknefs, and at death, 
your gon children will be at hand to advife and to fupport you ; 
hey will ftrive with God in prayers foryou ; O what acomfort is. 
it to a Parent, to have “a childe chat hath the Spirit of Prayer, and 
intere(t in God? how much good may they do youby their im- 
| a portunity 
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‘portunity wich God? And what a fadnefs isit to have children 
chat when you fye fick,can do no more but ask you how you do,a 
look on you in your mifery ? fixthly, Yea,all your Family may fare 
the beeter, for one childe or fervant that feareth God ; (yea per- 
‘haps at! che Town where he liveth: ) As 7ofephs cafe pravech and 
‘Jacobs, and many the like ; whenone wickedchilde may bring a 
Judgment og yourhonfe: feventhly, And if God make you in- 
ftruments of yoiir childrens converfion, he will havea fhare in 
all the good chat chéy dochrough their lives; all the good they 
‘do to their brethren, or to the Church of God, and al! che honor 
‘they bring to God, will redound to your happinefs, as having 
been inftruments.ofit ; eighthly, And what a comfort may it be 
‘to you all your lives, to think that you fhall live with them for 
ever with God ? ninthly, Bur che.greaceft joy will be, when you 
‘come to the poffeffjon of rhis, and you fhallfay, Here am f, and 
‘the children thon-baft geven me And are not aif thefe comiorts 
‘enough co perfwade youto thisduty? . e 
} 10. Confider farther, Thac the very welfare of Chorch and 
State lyeth mainly on this duty, of well educating children ; and 
| without this, all other means are like to be far lefs fueceGful.. Iferi- 
Toully profefs to you, that I verily think all the finsand miferies of 
| the Land, may acknowledg this fin for their great Nusfe and Pro- 
) Pagator. O whachappy Churches mightwe have, if Parents did 
their duties to cheir children! then we need not exclude fo many 
{for ignorance or fcandal, nor have our Churches compofed of mem 
| bers fo rude | chen mighc we fpare moft of the quarrels abour Dif- 
cipline, Reformation, Toleration, and Separation; any. rcafona- 
ble government would do better with a well-caught people, chen 
the belt-will do wich the ungodly. Icis not good Laws and Or- 
ders that will reform us, ifthe men be not good, and Reformation 


their Parents, thence fomecome fuch co the Univerfities, and fo we 
come to have an ungodly Miniftry ; and in every profeffion they 
bring this fruic of theie Education withthem ; when Gertlemeu 
teach cher children onely to Hunt, and Hawk, and game, and de- 
ride the godly, what Magiftrates, and what Parliaments, and fo 
what. Government, and what a Commonwealth arc we liketo 
have 2 when all muft be guided by fuch as ¢hele ? fome perverfe in- 
conlizerate perfons, lay the blame of all chison che Minifters, thar 
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people of all forts are fo ignorant and profane, as if one m 7 
can do the work of many hundreds! I befeech you that are Mafters 
and Parents, do'your own duties, and free Minifters from thefe 
unjuft afperfions, and the Church from her reproach and confufion; 
Have not Minifters work enough of their own to do? O that yon 
knew what itis that fiech on them! And if betides this, you wil catt 
upon them the work of every Mafter and Parent in the Parifh, it is 
like indeed to be well done : How many forts of Workmen muft 
there be co the building of an houfe?and if all of them fhould caftie 
upon one,and them {elves do nothing,you may judg how much were 
like to be done/If there be three or four Schoolmatters in a School, | 
amonpit three orfour hundred £ cholars; && all the lowet chat fhould 
fit them for the higher Schools, -fhould do nothing at all, but fend 
alf thefe Scholars to the higheftSchoolmafteras ignorant as they te- 
ceived them,would noc his life bea burden to him,and all che work 
be fruftrate and {poiled? Why fo it ishere : The firft-work cowards | 
the reforming and making happy of Church and Commonwealth 
lies in the good education of your children:the moft of chis is your }. 
woak ; and if this be left undone, -and then they come to Minifters | - 
saw and ignorant,and hardned in their fins;alaswhat can a Minifter’ 
dotwhereas if they came trained up inthe Principles of Religion, 
-and the practice.of godlinefs , and were taught the fear of God in” 
their youth; O what; an encouragement would it be co Miniflers | 
and how would the work go onin their hands! Itell you ferioufly, 
chis is-thé caufe of aH our-miferies and unreformedgnefs in- Church 
and State‘even the want of a holy education of children! Many lay 
the blame, on this neglect, and that-but chere is none hath fo great 
a hand in it as this: what a School muft there necds be where all } 
are brought caw, “as J faid, to the higheft Schog! ? what a houfe 
muft there needs be built, when Clay is broughcro the Mafons 
hands inftead of Bricks? Whae a Commonwealth may be expe- 
Ged, if all the Conftables and Juftices fhould do nothing. bur.caft. 
alt upon King and Parliament ? And fo, ‘what a Church may we 
expe, when all the Parents and Matters in the Parith {hall caft all 
| cheic duty on their Minifters.? Adas, how long may we Catechife. 
chem, and pr ath tothem, before we can get them -to underftand 
che very Principles ‘of the Fach? 3 his, this is the:.caufe of .our 
Chuiches deformities, and this is the caufe of the prefenc diffreulty |. 
of Reformation. Its in vain to contend abouc Orders and ie tT 
. s Aaaa . ' pihine, 
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pline, ifthe pecfons that live under ft be not prepared, cae 
youl fay, the Apoftles had not cheir hearers thus prepared to | 
their hands -‘Is not the Word the firft means of converfion? 
— Anfw. 1. The Apofttes preached to none ac Arft bue Infidels 
“| and Pagans: And art you no better?: Will you do. no more for 
yourchifldrenthenthey? 
| 2, Allthe fuccefs of theic labors,wasto gatherhere and there 
“Church from among the werld of unbelievers: but now the | 
bees Satta of the world are become the Kingdoms of the Lord and | 
fis Chrift. © = 7 a ie : 
\-* 3. And yet *the Apoftles were extraordinarily qualified ae 
work, and feconded ic by Miracles, for che-convincing of cheix 
hearers, oe a. hee ee 
4. Ido verily believe that if Parents did. cheir duty as they 
oughe, the word publikly preached woald-not.be the ordisary 
means of Régéneration in he Charch, ‘but only withaue che 
Church, among Infidels. Not thar I believe, Doctor Barges, 
‘and ‘Malter Bedfords do@rine of Baptifmal Regeneration : Buc 
God would pour out ‘his grace fo upon the children of hisgeo. 
| ple, and ‘hear prayers-for them, and blefs fuch endeavors for 
their holy edacation, that we thould fee the promifes made 
‘goddto our feed ; and the unthankfol Anabaptifts, char will nor 
-confefle chat the chtldrén of the Saints are any neerer God, or 
more behofden to him then Pagans, fo much as for the favor.co be 
| vifible Churchemembers,fhould by fweet experience be Convinced 
of cheir error, and be taughe bercer how to underftand, chat our 
tehildrenareholy, SS ioe ae 
‘| 1. Tintreat you shat are parents alfo toconfider, what ex- 
_ [cellent advantages you have above. all others for the faving of 
your children. . ee ee .. 
{ 1. They are under your hands while they are young.and tender 
‘| and flexible; But they come toMinifters when they are growneld- 
. ‘ber, and ftiffer, and fertled in cheir wayes, and think themfelvestoo 
'. | good to be catechifed, and too old to be taught. You have a 
. -Fewigg tobend ; and we anoake. You have the young plants of 
| fin co pluck up, and we the deep rooted vices.. The coniciences of 
. ‘children are not fo feared with a cuftume of finning and lo 
‘| refiting grace, as others. You have the foft and tender-carth co 
| Plow in, and -we have-the hard-and ftony .wayes, that:haveibeen 
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trodden om by many yeers praftice of evil. When they are young, 
their underftandings are like a fheet of white paper , that bath no- 
thing written on; and fo you have opportunity co write whae | 
you with Bee whee they are grown pp in fin, they are like the |. 
fame paner written over with falfhoods ; which muft all be bloc. 
ed out agaia,and truth written jn the place : and how hard is that 2 


Wehave adouble'task , fieft sa ugteach them, andthen toceach |. 


them better; buc you have but one... We muft unteach chem all | 
that che world, and flefh, and wicked compasy, and che divel have 
been diligenely teaching them in many yeers time. We have [ 
hardened hearts to beat.on, hike a Smiths Anvile, that will aoc feel | 
us: We may tell them of death and Judgment,heaven and hell,and | 
they hear tis asifthey were afleep or dead ; you have the foft clay | 
to mold, and we the hardened burned bricks. “You have them be- |. 
fore they are pofieled with. prejudice , sod falle-canceits againit 
the cruth “bur we have chem te ceach, when they have many yeers [ 
lived among thofe that have fcorned at godlinefs, and tauphe them 
to think Gods'wayes te be foalifh precifenefs. Cuftome hath nor} ’ 
enfnaced and engaged your little ones to contrary wayes : But of 
old finners, the Lord bimfelf hath faid, thacaf che 4thiopian can 
change his skin,and-the Leopard his fpots; then may thafe that are | 
accyfkomed to. do evit,learn,co do well, 7ev.13.23. Dorh not the 
expericace of allthe world fhew you the power of education ? 
Whar elfe makes all che Children of the 7ews.to be fews ? and 
all che Children of the Twrks to be Adahometans?and of Chriftians, 
to be in psofeffion Chrift?ans.? and ofeach Se@ or party in Re- 
ligion to follow-their parents, and the euftom of the place 7 Why 
now what an advantage have you, coufe all chis. for the further- 
ance of their happinefs 2 and poffefs chem asftrongly beforchand 
againk fin, as elie Satan. would do far ir; and fo Saran fhould come 
to shem upon fame of thofe difadvantages thacnow Chri comes: 


on. ee ee : :. 4 
2. Confider alfo, that you have the affeAionsof your.Children 


{ more then any others.: None inthe wosld hath that intereft in. 


their hearts as you. You will receive thag counfel from an un- 
doubeed friend, thatyou would not do from an enemy, or afirang- 
er. V Vhy now,your children cannot choofe but knaw that you are 
their friends,and advife-them in love : and they cannot choofe hut 
love you.again. Theirlove isloofe and arbitrary to.orhers: buc' | 
Aaaa 2 : to 


530 "The Saints everlafting Reft. 


ere RL IEE ATTESTED aa et tA AE SA ND 
to you it is determinate and faft ;-nature hgthal.noft necefficated 
them to love you. O cherefore improve this your incereft in them 
fortheir good. — aha ee | 2 
3. You have alfo the greateft authority over them. You may 
command them, and they dare not difobey you; orélfe it is your 
owne fault, for che. moft part » for you.can make’ them-.obey you 
- .| in your bufinefs in the world. Yea you may cotre® chem co ip- 
force obedience. Your authority alfo ts.che molt ungueftioned 
authority in the world. ‘The auchoricy of Kingsand Parliaments, 
hath been difputed, bat yours is paft difpute. And therefore if you 
| ufe tc not to conftrain them to the wotks of God, you are with- 
out excules » 4 : : 
‘| 4 Befides, their whole dependance is on you fag ther mainte-. 
nance and livelihood, They knew you can-either give.chem, or 
oe deny.them what you have; and fo punifh og séward them at your 
. > | pleafure. But on Minifters. or neighbors they have no fuch depen- 
dance. : ce rr ) 
* 5. Moreover, you that ate parents, know the temper, and in- 
clinations of your children,what vices they are meltiaclined co,and 
whae inftruction or reproof chey.moft need; But Minifterss chat 
live more ftrange to them, rannot know this. . — 
6. Above all,you are ever with them, and fo have opportunity. 
as to know their faules, fo co apply the remedy, You may be ftill 
talking to them of the-word of God, and minding them of their 
ftate and duty;and may follow and fet honfe every word of advice: 
as they are in che houfe with you,or in the fhop , or in the feild ac 
work ; O what an excellent advantage is this, if God do but give 
you hearts to ufe it. -Efpecially you mothers, remember this: you 
are morewith your children while they are litcle ones then their 
fathers; be you therefore ftill teaching them as foon as-ever they 
are capable of learning. Youcannot-do God fuch eminent fervice 
your felves,as men, bat you may train up children chat may do it, 
‘| aud then you.will have part of the comfortand honor. Bath/eeba 
had part of the honor-of Solomens wifdom: Pro.31.1.for fhe taught 
him. And Zimethe's mother and grandmother, ofhis piety. P/w. 
trach fpeaks of a Spartan woman, that when her neighbors were 
fhewing their appare! and jewels, fhe brought our ber children 
|-vertuous and well taught, and faid, Thefe are my ornaments and 
Jewels. Obow much more would this adorn. yon, then your bra- 
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very ?. What adeal of pains are you at with the bodies of your 
children more then the fathers? And what do you fuffer co bring 
them into the world ? and will not yon be at as much pains for the 
faving of cheir fouls ? You are naturally of mpre tender affections 
then men: and willic not mové yon to chink that your children, } - 
fhould perith for ever ? Ocherefore I befeech youfor the fake of | 
the childrengéf your bowels, teach them , admonifh thes, watch 
overthem, and give them no reft till you have brought them over 
coChriftM te, a a 

_ And:thus [have fhewed you reafen enoughto make you dili-/ 
sént in teaching your-children, if reafon will ferve, as me thinks a- }. 
mong reafonable creatures it fhoulddo. 7 | 


~ 


i Bes us next car what is ufually objected againft this by negli- 
{du geatmen. =. a ee fo oe 

Objet. 4. We donot fee but thefe children prove-as bad as others, 
that are taught the Scriptures and:beoughcup fo holily ; And thofe| 
prove ashoneft men and good neighbors, that have none of this| 
ado with them. es 4 _ | 

Anfw. 1. Owho:art thou man that difputeft ‘againit- God? 
Hath-God charged you to teach your children diligently his word, 
ipeakmg of it as you fit at hoshe,and as yon walk abroad, as you 
lye down and as you rife ap, Dent. 6. 6,7,8. and dare you reply 
thacit is.as goodetiz alone ? VVhy thisisto fer God at defiance; 
and as ic were to {picin his face, and give him the lye. VVillyou 
take it well at yourfervants, if when you command them todoa |; 
thing, they fhould: return.you {uch an anfwer, that they do not fee | 
utic were as good Jet ic alone? VVretched worm ! dareft.chou 
thus lifc-up thy head againft the Lord that made thee and mult. 
‘Judg thee 2. Is it not he thagcommandeth thee ? If thou doft. net 
believe chat chis Serpture is his word, thou doft not believe in Je- 
fus Chnift: fos thou haft noching elfe co tell thee that there is‘a 
Chnift. and if thou do believe chat thid is che. word of God, how 
dareft thou fay, Icis as gd0d difobey it? This is devillith p: ide in- 
‘deed, when fach forcith finful duft (hall think chemfelves wiler then 
‘the living God, 8 take upon them to re prove and cancel his word.. 
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2. Becalas, you know not what honefty is, when you fay, thas 
the ignorant are as boneft a¢-athers > You think thofe are she 
honcftef men,that heft pleafe you: But I knaw thofe.arc the me | 
honeft,that beft pleads God. Cheift frithin Luk. 8.15. that an-ho- 
neft heart is that which keepeth the word of -Gad ; and you fay, 
| they are as honeft that reject ic. God made men ta pleafe him- 
. | felf,and nog to pleafe you : And you may know by by Laws who 
| pleafehim beft. . The Commandoients. have two Tables ; and che 
4 firft is, Thou fhalt love the Lord with all thy heart : and che {e- 
cond, Thou fhalt love chy meighbor as chy ‘felf. Fisk feek the 
Kingdomof God,and his Righteoufnels, 4st.6.33. =’ 
3. And what if fome prove naughé chat ace well braught up ? Ir is 
“not the generalityof them : will you fay thar 2oahs family was ne 
| better chen the drowned world, becaufe there was one (ham in it ? 
Nor Davids ,“becaufe there was one: 46/alom e- Nor Chrifts, be- 
caufe there wasone fadu?-  — - a 
_ @ But what if ic were fo ? Have ares nedd of thelefs reaching, | 
or the more ? you have more wit in the matters.ef this word: : 
you will not fay , I fee many labor hard , and yeu are poar, end 
‘therefore it isas. good never labor atalt; youwill nor fy, Many 
that go ro School learn nothing , and kherefore they may leara as 
much chough they never go. Or, many that are great tradef- 
men break,and therefore it thas good never trade-at alj, Or many 
reatcaters are asitean as others,: and many fick men recover no” 
rength though they .cat;. and therefore it is.as good. for mea sep 
ver to eet giore. Or, many plow and fow, and have nothing comes 
up ;. and therefore it ts as good never co plow mare. VVhart 
a fool were he chat fhould reafon thus? And ig noche a choufaad 
times werfe, that fhallreefon thus for mens fouls? Peter realdns 
the clean contrary way, /f the righteans be [caraely favid, where {hall 
the ungedly and,the fisner appear ? 1 Per.4.18. And fo. doth 
Chrift, Luk, 13. 24. Strive to ester in atthe firan gate, far 
seany faall feck toenter, and not he ablg. Other mens mifcariages 
fhould quicken our diligence ; and not make us caft away all. 
VVhat wonild you think of that man, that (howid Jaok aver into 
his neighbors garden,and Becaule he fees here aadthere a nettle or 
‘weed among much better fiufte,fhould fay; Why,y.ou may fee,thefe 
men that beltow fo much pains in digging and weeding, have 
. Weeds in cheis garden as well as I that do noshing , and therefore 
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who wouldbeat fo much pains? Juft thus doth the mad world 
talk. You may fee now, thofe that pray, and read,and follow Ser- 
mons, have their faules as well as.-we, and have wicked perfons | 
| amdng them as well as we; Yea, bur that is not the whole garden, 
as yoursis, itis bue here and chere a weed , and as foonas they 
fpy it, they®pluck it np, and caft ie away. : | 
_ 4 Buc ‘however, if fach men be as wicked as you im- 
|agine , can you for fhame lay the fault upon the Scrip- 
ture, or Ordinances of God? Do they finde any thing in the 
Scriptures to encourage them to fin? You may far better fay; 
fe is long of the Judg and the Law which hangs them, rhat } 
there arefo many Theeves. Did you ever read a word for fin in 
the Scripture? Or ever hearaMinilter, or godly man perfwade 
people to fin, or from it rather? (1 fpeak not of Se€aries, who’ 
ofually prow to be enemies to Scriprare) Lord, what horrible im- 
pudence is in'the faces of ungodly men? WhenaMinifter hath 
{pent himfelf in ftudying and -perfwading his people from fin; or 
when Parents have done all they catrto reform their children, yet 
| people will fay, it is long of this that they are fo bad. What ? will] 
reproving and’ correcting for fin bring them fooneft to ir,? 
E-dare challenge ary man breathing, to name any one Ruler that 
ever wasin-the world, chat was fo fevere againft fin as Jefus Chrift, 
or to (hew me any Law that ever was made in the world fo fevere 
againft fin asthe Laws of God ! And yet muft it be long of Chrift 
and Scripture that men are evil ? Whemhe threatneth damnation 
againit impenicent finners, is it yet long of him ? Yea, fee how. 
thefe wicked men-conrradic@t themfelves ? What is ic that they hate 
che Scripture for, but that itis foftri& and precife, and forbids 
themtheir pleafnres andficthly liberties 7 that is, their fins. And 
yetifany fall into fin , ‘they will blame che Scripture, that forbids 
it. I know in thefe late yeers of licencioufnefs and Apoftacy, maay 
that talk much of Religion, prove guilry of grievous crimes : But 
then they turn away ‘fo far From Chrift and Scripture, As bad as 
the" godly are, I dare yet challenge you to fhew me any fogiery un- 
der ceaven like them that moft ftudy and delight in the Scriptures: 
‘or any *chool hke the Scholars of Chrift. Becaufe parents cannot: |: 
by all cheir diligence get their children to be as ae as they fhould 
be, fall they cherefore Ieave them to be as bad as chey will? Be- 
eaufe they cannorget them to be perfect Saints , hall a bay 
| | ore 


| ancanghe Will be litcle beteer, 


» dmay beexcufed. 


, children, doth it therefore follow that you mult not govern theme 


_| belong alfo to you ? There mult ge many fands tq this great 


| Minifter muft do his;ydn mult be doing it privately night and day; 


_| bey or nor, at their own pleafure: A Parcngs teaching which is 


scmstnsitatirensvanie ° may 
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fore leave them to be as incarnate divels? Certainly your children 


; Sh: te } 
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‘De ‘GS Ore will further objedt, and fay, Icis the Werk of Mini - 
x Jfters to teach both us.and our children, and therefore we 


eAnfw. 3. Icis fark your duty,and then the Minulters ; Ir will be 
} no excufe for you, becaufeit is their Work, except you could prove 
it were onely theirs. :-Magiftrates mult gavern both you and yoar 


It belongs to the Schoolmafter to.correé&t thenf, and doth ic nec 


Work, asto the building of ahonfe there muft.be many Work- 


| men, one to.one part, and another to another; and-asyour corn 
_ | tauft.go through many hands before it be bread;the Reapers, the 
| Threfhers, the Millers, the Bakers, and,one matt not leave their 


part, and fay it belongs co the other : fo it ic ishere i the inftrxa- 
Ging of your children : firft, you malt do youg work, andghen the 


‘the Minifter muftdo it publikely, and privately as oft.ashe can... 
2. Butascthe cafe now ftands with the Minifters. of Exglaxd, 
they are difabled from doing that-which belongsze their Ontice, 
and therefore you cannot .now eaft your, work on them. I will in- 
{tance but in two things. Firlt, Ir belongs co their Office to govern” 
| the Church, and to teach, with authority, and great and {mall are 
commanded to obey chem, Heb.3..7.17.cc. But now thisis une 
Known, and Hearers look on themfelves as free men, that may o- 


with authority wil take more,chen ones that is taken to have none; 
People think we have authority.co {peak to them when they pleafe 
to hear, and no more. Nay, few of the godly themfelves doun- 
deritand: the anthority thac cheir Teachers have over chem from 
Chritt! They know how to value a Minifters gifts, but not how 
\ they are bound co learn of fim and obey him, becaule of his 
| Office. Not that they fhould obey him in evil, nor that he fhould 
be a final decider: of all controverfies, nor fhould exercife his 
auchgrity in things of no moment’: Buc as a Schoolmafter 
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| teach.chem the Scriptures; we have fomewhat elfe for them to do. 
| efinfw: And are not poor. men fubjeé& to God, as wellas rich ? 
andare they not Chriftians? acid muft they not give aecounc of | 
their ways? and have not your chiddren fouls to fave.or lofe, as 
| welt asthe rich ? cannot you have while co fpeak tethem as they 
| aye at cheir work ? have you not time to inftru@ chem on che Lords 
| | day ? youcan finde time to talk idlely; as poor as you are; and 
'; you ean finde no time co talk-of the way to Life! you can finde 
|| time-on the Lords day for your childrento play, or walk or calkin 
j| the freets, but ao time to minde the |ife to come. Me thinks you 
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fhould tather fay to yeur children, I have-no Lands or Lordfhips co 
leave you ; nothing but hard labor and povertie in the world ; you 
have no hope of great mattershere ; be fure therefore to make che 
| Lord your portion, and to.get intereft in Cheift, chac you may be | 
happy hereafter ; if youcould get riches, they would fborely leave 
/yov, -buc the riches of Grace and Glory will be everlafting.. Me 
thinks; you (hould fay as Peter, Sideor and. gold I have none,but {uch 
[as Ihave, Lgiveyou, The Kingdoms of the world cannot be had by 
- | beggers,buc che Kingdom of Heaven may.O what a terrible reckon- 

ing will many poor men have,when Chrift (hall plead hiscanfe;and 
: ‘jade them |: May nog be fay, I made-the way to worldly honors un- 
‘| acteffible to you, that you might tet look after it for your felves,or 
your children ; bur Heaven 1 fet open, chat you might have nothing 
to difeourage you : 1 confined riches and honors to afew, but my 
Blood and Salvation I offered to all, that none might fay, | was get 
invited.: I tendered Heaven eo the. poor,as well as the rick ; I made 
No exseption againft che meaneft begger, that did nor wilfully (hut 
‘out chemfelves : Why chen did you not cbme your fejves,and bring 
- fF yourchildren, and ceach them the way to the eternal Inheritance > 
Do you fay you were poor? Why, I did not fet, Hegyen to fale for 
‘money; but I called chofe chat had nothing,to take it freely ; onely 
on condition they would cake me for theirs Saviour and Lord, and |. 
give up themfelves unfeignedly to me, in obedience and love. 
What canyou anfwer Chnift, when he (hall thus convince you ? Is 
i¢ not enouph, that your children.are poor and miferable here, but 
you would have them be worfe for everlafting too ? =f your chil- 
| dren were beggers, yet if they-were fuch beggers as Lazarxi, they 
may be conveyed by Angels into’ the psefeace of God., Bur be- 
léeve ite as God will fave no man, becaulé he is 4 Gemteman, fo 
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will he fave.no man becanfe he is abegger. God. hath fo ordered 
it in his peavidence ,, that riches are exceeding occaftons, of 
mens damnation, gnd will. you think poverty a fufficient excfe? || *° 
The harde& poist in all gar wark,is to be weaned frm the world, ||| 
ind ia love with heaven:aad if you will not be weaned From it,chae |! 
haye mothing in it but labor and forrow, you have no excufe. The |! . 
Poor cannot have while , and che rich will not have while, or they 
are afbamed to be fo forward , the young think it coo faoa , and 
the old coo laces and thus molt men in ltead of being faved, have 
fomewhat co fay againft their falvation: and when Chrift fendeth 
to invice them, they fay,J pray thee have me excufed ; O unworthy 
guelts of fach a bleffed fealt ! and moft worthy to be turned into }- 
the everlafting burnings = sss no ae | 
2 SECT. XV. 0°  ¢- td 
4. Uc fome will obje& : We have been brought up in ip- 
: norance our felves, and therefore we are. unable to teach |. 
your children. 4n/Wer. Indeed thisis the very fore of the Land. |, 
Bur is it rr that men fhould fo receive their deftru€ion by | 
‘tradition? would you have this courfe to go on thus ftill? Your pa- 
rents did not teach you; and therefore you cannot teach your | 
children ; and therefare they cannot teach theirs ; By this courfe 
the knowledge of God fhould be banifbed out of the world, and 
never. be. recovered. But, if your parents did not teach you, why 
did not you learn when you came toage? The truth is, you had 
no: hearts to it:.for he thas hath not knowledge, cannot value ic 
or love it. Buc yet, though you haye greatly finned, it is not too 
late, if you will bur follow my faithful advice in thefe 4. points, 
3. Get your hearts deeply.fenfible of your own fin and mifery,be- | 
caufe af chis tong time which youbave {pent in ignorance and neg- | 
fe&.. Betbink your felves fometime when you are alone ; Didnot| . 
God make you, and fuftain you for his fervice ? fhonld not he have : 
had the yanth and ftrength of your fpirits ? Did you live all this 
while ar. the door of Eternity ?.What if you had dyed in igna- 
rance 2. Where had you beenthen ? What a deale of cime have you 
{pent co little purpofe ? Your life is near done, and your work 
aflundooe. Your are ready to dye, before youhave learned to 
liye, Should not God have had.a better fhare of -your lives ? and | 
your fouls been more fadly regarded and provided for? In the 
Bbbb 2 mid{t. 
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| midft of thefe thonghescx down folit fefves tf fottow, ag at chet 
roma rents: ¥ ecei¥Ocths erate 


a a Te 


{cay rexd, dos ifyoutantot, 
i id 


i 


them and defire cheir help ; and*be thankful co-chem, that they will 
entertain you into their company. God forbid you fhould be like 
thofe chat Chrift fpeakes of Lake tr. $2. chat would neither enter 
into the Kingdom of God themfelves; nor fuffer thofe thac would 
{to enter. God forbid you fhoutd be fuck cruel barbarous wretches, 
as to hinder yonrchildren frombeing godly,and to teach them to 
tobe wicked! And yet alas, how many fuchare there fivarming | 
every where among us. ? If God dobar touch the hearts of their 
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childrén of fervants, aad caufe them to, beare and read the Word, 
‘and. catl;ypon his,and accompany with the godly, who will fooner 
feorn them and reve chem and difcourage them, then an ungodly 


Reds 


parent? Wi bat fay tht ys youwill now be one-of the holy brethren! |. 
You will be wiferthen your parents | oc. J ult fuchas Pharaoh | 


was.te the, Ifraclises, fach asechefe wicked wretches to thelr own | 
fe tanhe: Lord lef befall wpe os with peftelente or fword,ere, Pha- 
rosbamdwoss, They are idle, therefore they (ay, det 16 go facrifice : 
lay pert werk upon hens. 8c. Jult todo thefe people fay to their 


children. You know,Pharaeb was the seprefenter of the diveland | 


yet dex me.tell you, Thefe ungodly parcocs are far work then | 
Fearaoh, , For the,chldeen of Iirach. wete. many thoufaads:; and | 
WEFT: (0.80 FAIRE. days: JQNCAC! gucof theland ; buc chefe men | 


you. chink then that ic is as-gceat @ faaleimbemn te feck their’ de- 
fer tzon, a6.in thea ? Je iras great afer. fot the. ¥ Voolt to-kill 


| che Lassbs,.asfor their own, dams to do-it? Iv it. do horrid a fault | 


for.an enemy in was. to killa clilde ? Or for a bear, of amad dog 
to Rill icy aaforche moshes ro-dethite brains againtt chewalle You 


know it isnot: - Do.nér yeu think che, ghat.ic is f hacefule ching |: 
im Satan to-entice your children co fin add bell), and ce difconrage | : 
and diffwade them from holinefs and from heaven, asst 6 M-You. | - 


You are beand. co: love them by. nett, more then Satan 13: Ol] 


chen what people are chofe thar will reach cheis ‘chaldren in ftead 


of holinels, to curfe and fivear,gnd raile and backbite, to be proud | 


and revengeful,co break the Lords day; and co defpife his wayes; C0 | | 
| Bbbb 3 Speak. 


ae 


§. 16, 


-Owhen God fhailiask thefe children, ‘Where teartted youthis lan-| 
‘| world / : Adas,is ic a work that’s worth the teaching,to unde them- 


| eafily of themfelves ?- Do you need co teach a Seepenc cefting, or 
atyontobe fierce? Do youneed to fow weeds in your .getded? 


| drawing them co fin, and. withdrawing them from God: 
° rite \ oe 1k oe oo 


"| paffion on the fouls of cheit poor children, and be faithful co che 


| weighty duty: your children know nor God norhis Laws, bue 
| inftru& chem norcorre@t them : and therefore doth God corre 


his drankennefs. VVill you refolve therefore to fet apomthis 
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fpeak wantonly,and filthily, to {corn at'‘holinefs: and glory’ infin ! 


guage and pradice? and they thall fay, I-icarnediic of my father 
or mother; LEwould not:be in the cafe of thofe parents for alt che 


felves for ever 2 Or can they noc without teaching ‘learn it ‘rep 


will they noc grow of themfelves'? To build’a houie requires skill 
and reaching : but lictle may ferve'to fer acown on fire. Toheal 
the wounded, or the fick,reqaireth skill : but to make.a man fick,or 
to kill him,requieeth buc little. You may fooner teach your chil- 
dren to fwear then to pray ;: and to mock-ar godliness, then to be 
true godly. If rhefe parents were ‘fwern enemies-o their chil- 
dren, and (hould ftwdy feven yes hoe todo them the greateft 
mifthief; they could not pofibly finde out.a furer way, then by 


ee 
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I Shall therefore conchide with this earneft requeft-to all Cbrifti- 
an parents that read thefe lines; that they would have com- 


great craft chatGod hath put on them.O Sits, if youceanot do what | . 
you would do for them , yet do.swhat you can. Both Chnrch aad 
State , Cities and Countrey, do groan under the negiodt of this 


take hisname in-vain, and f{lieght hisworfhip, and youdo neither 


both them and you. You are fu render of them, that God isahe lefs | 
tender both of them and you. Wonder not if God make you finart 
fer your ciildrens fins: for you are guilty:ofall chey commit, by 
your negleof doing your duty to reform them, cven as he that 
maketh a man drunk, is puiley of all che fin that he committeth in 


duty, and negie¢t it no longer? Remember Bij ; your children 
are like AZofes in the basket in the water, ready co perith if they 
have nochelp. _ As evar you would not be charged before God. 
for murderers of their fouls , and as ever you would not have them 


cry 


- 
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| cey out again{t you in everlafting fire, fee (Rat you teach them how 
@. |toefcapeic, and bringthem up in holinefs and the fear of God. 
| Youhave heard that the God of heaven doth flatly command. it 
| you: I charge every one of you therefore, upon your allegiance 
tohim, and as you will very ,fhortly anfwer the contrary at your. 
peril, chat you-neither refnfe-nor negleét this moft neceflary work.. 


If hog 
| adoty, you are flat Rebels ; arid no true fubje@s of Chrilt. If you 


direCtion to help you. 3. Teach them by your own example,as well 
asby your words. Be your felves fuch as you would have them be; ' 
practice is the molt effe@ual teaching of children,who are addid- 
‘ted to imitation, efpecially of their parents, Lead them the. 
way.to prayer, and reading, and other duties. Be not jike bale: 

mmandets, chat will pute on their Soldiers, but net 20 onthe - 


‘then you ? Let chem not hear thofe words out of your mouths, nos 
fee thofe praticesin your lives, which you seproveinthem. No 
man thal be faved becaufe his children are godly, if he be un- 
godly himfelf: Who fhould lead che way in holinefs,but the father 
and matter of the family?It is a fad time when he muft be account- 
eda good matter or father, that will noc hinder his family from 
ferving God, but will give them leave to go to heaven without him, 

I will but name the reft for your direct dutic for your Famiyy; 
‘tr. You mutt help to inform their underftandings. 2. To ftore 
their memories. 3. To re@ifie they wills. 4. To quicken their 
affeRions. 5. To keep tender theirconfciences. 6. To reftrain 
their congues, and help chemo skill in gracious Speech. 7. And 
to reform and watch over cheic ontward converfation. | 
_ Tothefeends: Firft, Be fure to keep them, at leaft, fo long at | 
School, till they can read Englifin Ic is a thoufand pities thaca 
reafonable Creature fhould look upon a Bible, as upon a Scone, or 
apiece of Wood. Secondly, Gec them Bibles and good Books 
and fee chat they read them. Thirdly, Examine chem often whar 
they learn; Fourthly, Efpecially beftow the Lords day. in this 
work; and fee that they fpend ic nor in fportsoridienefs. kifuy, 


22, Pfal.78..4, 5,6. & 34.11. Sixchly, Acquaine them with tht 


- good 


reno willing now you know it to be fo plain and fo greag| 


‘| are willing to do it; bac know net hoy, I-willadde afew words of |. 


felves, Can youexpect your children (hould be wifer or better. 


Shew them the meaning of what they read and learn, 70.4 6,2 35 | 


godly, andkeep them in good company, where they may learn | 
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good ; and keep them out of that company that would teach them 
evi ‘Seventhly , Be fure co caufe chem co learn fome Catechifin, 
sonra ‘the chief Heads of Divinity ; as thofe made vey the 


ere of i or Matter Balls. 
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| +p Feats of Divinity’ whith’ you rfuitt teach them fill, “Ate 
hefe. 1. That chert is one onely God, who isa ‘Spitic, in- 
viftle, infinite, ecetnal, Almighty, good, merciful, tru¢, juft, holy 
\ gee: 2, Thac chis God i6 one in three, Pather, Son, and holy 
Ghoft. "3. That fie is the Maker , Maittaihet, ‘and Lord ‘Of all 
“} 4. That mans happinefs. coniifterh in the enjoying of this God, 
and not in ficthly pleafure, prohits, or honoes. §. That God made 
the firft man upright and happy, and gave im a Law to keep, with 
Coridicions, thar ifhe kept ic peife@ly, he thoutd live happy for 
ever; but if he broke it, he thould dié. 6. Thac that broke this 
Law, and fo forfeited his welfare, and became guilty of death, as 
‘to himfelf, and all his PoRtericy. 7 Thar Chrift, the Son of God, 
‘| did here interpofe, and prevene the full execution, andertaking to 
"| die in ftead of man, and fo to Redeem him: wherepon all things 
| were delivered into his hands as the Redeemer,and he is uader chat} 
'} Pelation che Lord of all .8. That Chrift hereupon did make with man 
abetrer Covenait or Law, which proclaimed pardon of fin toall 
“| hag ¢ did bat repent and beli€ve & obey {incerefy... That he ceveal- 
ed this Covenant and seid to the world by degrees, firftini dack 
er Promifes,Propheciesand Sacrifices; then ia many Ceremoniovs 
Ty pes, ané then by more plain foretellings by the. Prophet‘ 
10, That in the fulnefs of-cime Chrift came, and took ons Nasure 
into Usion with his Godhead,being conceived by the boly Gholt, 
and born of the Virgin A@ary. t1. That while he wag on earth, 
he lived a fife of forrows, was crowned with Thorns, and bore the 
pe that our fins deferved; af laftbeiag Crucified co death, and 
uried, and fo faushed the Joftice of God. 12.- Thar he allo 
Preached bimf IFro the jews, and by conftant Miracles did prove 
| the truth of his Doctrine and Mediatorfhip, before thowlands of 
Witneffes: That he revealed more fully his New Liw or Covenant, 
That whofoever will believe in him, and wind ee him fur Saviour, 
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jand Lord, fhall be pardoned and faved, and havea far greater 
glory then they Jolt, and they chat willnor, hall lye undex che 
curfe and guilt, and be condemned co the everlafting fire of 
hel). 13. Fhac he rofe again from the dead, having conquered 
death, ard cook fuller poffeffion ofhis Dominion over all, and fo 

| afcemded upincto heaven, and there reigneth jn glory..14. That 
before his Afcention he gave: charge to his Apofties, <0 go Preach 
the forelaid Gofpelto all Nations and per(ons, and to offer Chrift | 
and Mercy,-and Life, toevery one without cxcepiion, and co in- 
treat, and perfwade them eo reccive him ; and thatehe gave them 
authority co fend forth others on thefame Meflage, and to saprife,, 
and to gather Churches, and confirm ard order them, and to fetcle 

4 courte for. a fucceftion of Minifters and.Ordinances co the end of | - 
the world. 15. That he alfo gave them power to work frequent 
and evident Miracles for the confirmation‘of their DoCtrine, and: 
the convincing of the world ; and co annex their writings to the. 
reft of the Scriptures, and fo co finifh and feal chem up, and de-- 
liver them.cp the world as his infallible Word and Laws, which 
nong muft dare to alter, and which all muft obferve. 16. Thac| - 
forall this free Grace is offered to che world, yer the heart is by 
Nature fo defperately wicked, that.no man will believe and-encer- 
cain Chrift fincerely, except by an Almighty power he be-changed 
and:born, again sand therefore doth (hrift fend forch his “ptric 


| beithhis Word, which fecrerly ‘and effe@ually worketh holinefs in | 


the hearts of the Elect, drawing them to God, and the Re- 
deemer. 27. Thac the means by which Chrift worketh and pre- 
ferveth this Gracc, isthe Word Read and Preached, together with 
' frequent fervent Prayer, Meditation, Sacraments, gracious Con- 
i ference ; and it is much furchered alfo by fpecial Providences, | 


Keeping us from. temptations, fitting Occurrences to cur ad-: | , 
‘ yantage, drawing us by Mercies, and driving us by Affictions;;  ~ 


| and gherefore ic nuft be che great and daily care of every Chriftian 
to ufe faithfully all che faid Ordinaces, and improve. the faid pro , 
videgces, 18. That chough the hew Law or Covenant be an calic | 
yoak, and chere is nothing to be grievous in Chrifts Commands: 
yee fo bad are our heasts, and fo {trong our temptations, and tu! 
diligent ourenemics, that whefoever will be faved, he muft ftrive, 
and watch, and beftow his urmoft care and pains, and deny hs 
fle, and forfake ali chac would draw him from Chriit, and herein: 
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continue to 
one witho 


| and Peace, 
fore-thoughts 


, 5; for. 
0§ One another, and: | 

{ necd., as if that which they have were their brothess. Andat{ 
| Men ought to. ftrive to be OF this focier 
Charches be ftill mixe of 800d 'and bad: “20, That-when.che fall 
| number of thefe ele@ are , | 
| fronrheaven again 
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Eis for matter of Practice , teach them the meaning of the 
| ‘Sominandments, efpecially of the great Commandsof the 
Gofpel , thew them what is commanded and forbidder : ir, the 
{ firft cable and in the fecogd,toward God and nen, mM regatd OF ehe 
inward and che outward man, And here thew them, 1.The Authg. 
ticy Contmanding, thac is, the Almighty God , by Chrift the Re- 
emer, They are not now to look 4€cCommand,as comin 

od immediar} » méerly as God, or the Creator; bur as 
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from God by Chrift the Mediator,who is now the Lord of all,and 
only Lawgiver.; feeing the father now Judgeth no man, but hath 
committed all Judgment to the Son, fobs 5.22,23,24. 2. Shew 
them the cearms on which duty is requised, and the ends of it. 
3, And the nature and duties,and the way fo perform them aright. 
4, And the right order, that they firft love Godabove all, and 
then their neighbor ; firlt feck the Kingdom of God and his 
righteoufne&s. 5. Shew them the excellencies and delights of 


Gods fervice. 6. Andthe flat neceffity. 7. Efpecially labor to | 


get all their hearts,and teach them not only to {peak the words, 
And for fin, thew them its evil and danger,and.wacch’over them 
aguinft it. Efpecially 1. Thefins chat youth is commonly addicted 


to.- 3, And which their narure and conftgution moft leads them; 


to. 3, And which the time and place do moft ftrongly tempt to, 
4. But fpecially be fare to kill their killing fins : thofe that all are 


prone co, and are of all moft deadly ; as Pride, Worldlinefs, Igno- | 


_ | rane, Profaneneds, and Flefh-pleafing. 


And for the manner, you mult do allthis. 1. Betime,before fin | 


| get rooting. 3. Frequently. 3-Seafonably. 4. Serioufly and 


| diligently. 5. Affe€tionatly and tenderly. 6. And with authori-f 
ty; compelling, where commanding will net ferve , and adding 


corredtion where inftra@tion is fruftrate, . - 2 
‘And thus have done with this Ufe ofexhortation, todo onr 
utmoft for the Salvation of others. The Lord give men compat- 


fionate hearts,that it may be practiced, and then I doubt not bur he | 
"| Will facceed it go the increafe of his Ch a | 
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Everlafting 


EST. 


The Fourth Part. 


Containing a Directory for the getting 
and keeping of the Heart in Heaven : | 

By the diligent practice of that Excellent unknown Duty of 
| Heavenly SMeditation. 

Being the main thing intended by the Author, in 


the writing of this Book ; and to which all 
the reft is buc fubferyienc. 


Rr Ta EN 


And faze spent ont to meditate in the Field, at yentide, Gen.24 63. 

In the multitude of wy Thoughts within me, thy Cémferts delight my foul, Pfal.94.19. 

When I wake, 1 2 {ub with thee, Pial. 139 18. | 

For osty Conver{ation is in Heavens; from whence alfo we look fer the Saviour, the Lord 
Jefus Chrift: Who bait change our vile body, that it maybe fafbiohed like unte bis 
alee ar 3 actording to the working wberely be is able, even te fubdicc all things to 

imfelf; 3.20,25. - oe 
For where your Treafure is, there will your Redrt be alfo, Macth.6.21. - 
Dhafler it is good for us to be bere, Mark 9.$. , 


London Printed by Rob. white, for T. Underhill, and F .Tyton, and arc 
co be fold at che fign of the Bible in great Wood|treet, and at 
the three Daggers in Fleecftreet. 1649. =| 
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- TOMY 
Deaty beloved friends i in the Lord, 
: The Inhabisanes of the Town of . 4 : 
S H. REWSBUR x, 


Both Magittrates, Minifters oud People, As alfo | 
Of the Neighbouring Parts. | 


m= ~The we ewe 
(8 0 tar aaizey ainnmriaging, 


Rich. Baxter Devoteth a Practical re 


Part of this Treatife, As a Teftimony of his 


Love to his Native Soyl , And to his many 
| iad and Faithfull Friends there living. 


| $end. Eartily vadendls Lord and Head] 
Ya MK ofthe Church, to keep them in 


aFal Ih Unity, Peace Humility, Vigilancy, —_ 
ge and Stedfaftnefsin the Truth ; sand] 
1 to caufe them to contribute their : 
\uttioft endeavours forthe fetting up of able 
faithfull 1 Teachers , and building wi de th Houfe 
of God, which hath fo long been neglected andi 
Which hath now fo many hands imployed toll 
ia and demolifh it : And that the Lord: 
| (cccc) | would 


would fave them in this hour of. Temptation ; 
that they may be approved in this tryall and noc: 
be found Light when God fhall weigh them ' 
_4 And that he woulcdtatquains them with the dai- 

Ty ferious exercife of this moft precious, . {piritu- 

all, foul-exalting’ work of HE aAVENL-Y 

MepitTaTrow:. ‘and that when the Lord 

‘| fhall:come, emay finde them fo doing. . 


‘\Which be offereth them tn 


ommorumy rhe former Part, 1 have chiefly 
(pSV -prefjed thofe Duties, shictrmifl:o¢ ufed| 
ime for the attainment of the Everlatting 
ays > Rei. In the, 1.fliall chtefly handle 
BOE shofe, which are nece(fary jocna‘fe the , 
Yape heart to Gad , and to our Heavenly | 
QR and comfortacle Life on Earth. slic 
| 


a a Truth too evident , which ae incos- 
fiderate Zealot reprehended in Maffer ‘CULVERWELL 
‘wan Error, Ubat sany of Gods Children. da” nat enjoy | 
that (weet Life, and -blefed Effate tn thi World,\.-. 
which God their Father hath provided ‘for them: That 18, 
be Promifes , and.chargeth 


— : 


Sree ee Se . ss 


| “The Introduction. - 


“| upon them as their duty in bis Precepts, «and bringeth even to 
their hands in all his gens and «Mercies. God hath fet 
open Heavento us in bis Word, and told every bumble fincere 
Chriftian,. That they fhall fhortly there live with hrmfelf, in 
unconceiveable Glory, aud yet where is the perfon that a 
a with this Promife ? whofe heatt leaps for joy, at the 
caring of the news ? or that u willing, in hopes of Heaven, 
| to.leave this World ? But even the codly bave as flrangewn- 
favory thoughts of it, as if Géddrd but delade us, and there 
were nofuch Glory ? gnd are almoft as loath to die, asgnen 
without hope. The confideration of this flrange difagree- 
‘ment, between our Profefions. and Affections, caufed me to 
fulpect, that there was fome fecrct lurking unbelref in all 
‘Vonr hearts 5 and therefore 1 wrote thofe Arghments in the 
fecond Part, for the Divine Authority of the Scripture. And 
becaufel finde another ¢aufe to be the carelefne/s, forgetfut- 
nef, andidlenef of the Soul, and not keeping in action that 
_— “ps _ have: : have here attempted the removal 
‘of that caufe, by pre(cribing a courfe for the daily acting @ 
haf Graces, whch bit fasch in Tea Delights ce 
the heurt. . o the Princely, joyful, blefed Life, that the god- 
ly lofe through meer idlenefe ?- As the Papifts have wronged 
the merits of Chrift, by thetr ibin too much to ouxown 
Works, fo tt is atmoft incredible, how much they on the 
other extream, have wronged the fafety andconfolation of 
mens Souls, by telling them, that their own’ endevors are 
onely far Obedience and Gratitude, bnt are not [omuch as 
“Conditions of their Salvation, or Means of their increafed 
Sanét ification or. Confolation. And while fome tell tBem, 
That they mult look at nothing inthemfelves, for Acceptation 
with God, or Comfort, ( and fomeke that Acceptance ax 
Comfort ta be equally belonging to a Chriftian, and a Turk.) 
And others tell-them , That they muft look at nothing in 
themfelves, but onely as fignes of their good Eftate : This 
ae b 


ee ath 
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hath cased fame to expect oncly Exshufiaftick Confplatt 
ous , and others to {pend thetr days tn enquiring after 
fignes of theer — : Had shefe poor Soubs well. wvder- 
fteod , that Gods way. to per[wade their wills, and to..excite 


or Gonfideration of their Underflandings, upon the Natgre 
them: And had they. beftowed but that time, in exer- 


promifed Happinef, which they have (pent in enquiring 
onely’ after Signes 1 ams confident , according to the or- 
dinary Workings of God, they would have been better pro- 
\vided, both with Affurance, and with Foyes. How fhould 
the Heir of a Kingdom, have the comfort of his Title, 
bus by, fore-thinking on it? Its true, God wuft give us our 
Comforts by his Spirit: But how ¢ by quickening up ovr: 


not by comforting ms we know nat how, nor why ; 6r by giving. 
men the forerafis of Heaven, when they never. think. 


ever men on Earth were imployed in. 1 did it firfl onely. 
for my (Af , -bt am loath to conceal the means that I have: 
found (0 confolatory. If thou be one that wilt nos be per-'| 


thy task of common formal duties : thou mayeft let st alone, ' 
\ and fo-be deftitute of dels hts, except fuch as the World, 
and thy Forms can aford thee, but then do not for {hame | 
complain for want of comfort, when thou doft wilfully reject 
it: And be not [uch am Hypecrite as to pray for it, while, 
then doft refufe to labor for it. If thowfay, Thy comfort) 
ws all in Ghrift , 1 muft tell thee, it is a Chrift remem-, 
bred and loved, and not a —, forgotten, or ently 
dd talke 


| \ 


and aituate their Affections, is by the Difcourfe, Reafoving, | 
and Qualifications of the objects which are prefented to| | 
\cifing hely Affections, and in ferious Thoughts of they 


1 have here preferibed thee, Reader, the delightfullefts 
task tothe Spirit, and the moft ted.ous to the Flelh, thats 


fonls to beleeve and conjider of the promifed Glory, and|. 


faded to a courfe fo laborious , but wilt onely go on in: | 


The Introduction. 


talked-of,, that will folidly comfort. Though the Direkory for 
| Contemplation svas onely intended _ thu Part, yetl have 

now premifed two other Ufes. The heart mnft be taken of 
from Refting on Earth, before it will be fit haga! above. 
The firft Part of faving Religion, is the taking God onely for 
or EndandReft © 2 ae 
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USE. Vi. - 


— Reproving our Expeftations of Refi on 
Barth =. 2. 


SECTOR 


Oth this Reft remain ? How great then is our 
fin and folly, to feek and 7 here ?. 
\\ Where fhali we'finde che Chriftian chat de- 

Y -feevesnot this Reproof ? Surely we may all. 
IN cry guilcy to this accufation, We know not’ 
WZ how ro cnioy convenient. Houfes, Goods, 
N2 Lands, and Revenues; but wefeek Ref in 


Na Tow 


\ 
4 
s 


1 God hath appointed for our Spiritual good, but we are feeking 


Godly Society, orthe like.) 
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well. * Doweenjoy them? O, how we fertle uponthem, and 
blefs our felves in them, as the rich fool in his wealch ? Onur Books, 
means oncly | ont Preachers, Sermons, Friends, Abilities for Duty ? do notour| 
tohelpusta { hearts hug them, and quiet themfelves in rhem,.even more then ne 
| nae not as 2} God? Indeed, tn words we difclaim it, and God hath ufually the 
happinels tO | preheminence in our tongues; and profeffions ; but itscoo cheg | 
without God. | rent, that its ocherwife in our hearts, by thefe Difcoveries. .Firft, 
ie Do we not defire thefe more violently, when we want chem, then 

we do the Lord himfelf*? Do we nat ‘cry out more fenfibly, O, 

my Friend, my Goods, my Health t then, O my God ! Do we not 
jmifs Miniftry, and Means more paffionately, then we mifs our 
| God ? Dowe not beftir enr felves more to obtain and enjoy thefe, | 
. 1 then we do to-recover out communion with God ? Secondly, Do | 
we not delight more in the Poffeffion of chefe; then we do in the | 
fruicton of God himfelf? Nay, be not thofe mercies and duties, | 
mokt pleafant fo as, wherein we ftand at greateft diftance from [ 
God? Wecan read, and ftudy, and confer, preach and hear, day 
after day, without much wearinefs, becaufe m thefe we have to 
do with Inftruments and Creatures; but in fecrer Prayer,and con. 
verfing with God immediately, where no‘Creature iuterpofeth ;. 
how dull? how heartlefs and weary are wee Thirdly, Andif 
| we lofe Creatures or Means, doth it noetrouble us more then our 
lofs of God? If we lofebut a friend, or health,céc, all the. Fown 
will hear of it; but we can mifs our God, and fearce bemoan onc 
mifery. ‘Thus its apparent, we exceedingly make the Creature our 
‘| Reft. Isit not enough, that chey are fweet delights, and.refreth- 
ing helps in our way coHeaven; but they matt alfo be made our 

| Heavem it felf?  Chriftian Reader, I would as willingly make thee | _ 
| fenfible of this fin,. as of any fin in the world, if Mould rel how 
\codoit: For che Lords greateft quarrel with us, isin thit paint. | 
| Therefore I moft earneftly befeech thee, to prefs upon thine own | . 
Confcience, thefe following Confiderations. | 
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Loo. SECT. IL | 
af J T is profs Idolatry to make any Creature ot Means, our Reft. 
_ -. “To fertle the Soul upon it, and fay, Now I am well, upon the 
: [bare-enjoyment of the Creature ; what is this, but to make it our 
{god ? Certainly, to bé the Souls Reft, is Gods own Prerogative. 


"| im the world coefeape it; but ourenjayment of Creatures, though 


fay, 
They can finde delight in one another, but none in me; ‘they can 


The Saints everlafting Reft. 
And as te is palpable Idolatry to'place our Reft in Riches and 
Honors ; fo it is but a more fpiritual and refined Idolatry, to take 
op our Reft in excellent Means, in the Churches profperity, and in 
its Reformation. When we would have all thar out of God, 
which is to be had onely inGod; what is this but to.turn away 
from him tothe Creature, and in our hearts to deny him? when 
we fetch more of our comfort, and delight from the thonghrs of | 
profperity, and thofe mercies which here we have at adiftance 
from God, then from the fore- thoughts of our everlafting Blefled- 


nefs in him. “Nay, wher the thoughts of: that day, when we muft 
come to God, isour greateft trouble, aad we wonld do any thing 


abfent from him, is the very thing our fouls defire.. When we had 
rather talk of him, then:come to enjoy ,hisy; and had-racher go 
many miles to -heae 2 powerful Seemon of Chrift and Heaven, 
then ro enrerand poffe& it... O, what vile Idelatry is this ?,.wher 
we difpute againtt Epicures, Academicks, and all Pagane, how 
earneftly.do we contend ;. That God isthe chief Good, and the 
froition of him our chief Happinefs? what clear Arguments do 
we bring toevinceit? buedo we beleeve our felves? og are we 
Chriftians.in judgment, and. Pagans in. affection 2 .or,do: we give 
our fenfesteave to be the chufers of ons Happinefs, while Reafon 
and Faith ftand by ? O Chriftians, how il! mn our deas Lord needs 
take ir, when we give him caufe to complain, as fometime he did 
of our fellow Idolaters. Per. 50.6. That we have been loft fheep, 
and have forgotten our Refting place. When we give him caufe to 
Why my people‘¢an finde reftin dny thing, rather then tm me ! 


rejoyce in my Creatures. and Ordinances, bute not in me: yea; in 
their very labors and duty, they feck for reft, and not in me; they 
had rather be any where, then be with me: Are thefe cheir gods? 
have thefe delivered, and redeemed chem? will thefe be better co 

them, then Ihave been, or then I would be.? If your felves have | 
but a wife, ahusband, afon, that-bad rather be any where, then in [- 
your company, and isnever fo merry, as.when furtheft from you, 
would you not take it ill your felves?:- Why fo muft onr God needs: 

do.. For what do we bar lay thefe things -:in'one end of the bal-'| 
ance, and God inthe other, and foolifhly in ous-chojce,, prefer. 


them beforehim? As Elkanah faid-to Hannab,. Ane not I better to| s $am.13. 


Dddd 3 thees 


562 The. Saints everlafting Ref. 

thee, then ten fons ? ‘So when we are longing ‘afser Creatures; we 
may hear God fay, Am not I better chenall the Creatures co 
thee ? - 7 : a 


ee oO SBC TLL : 

I mean the | 3. ( *Onfider how thou contraditelt the end of God, in giving 

end of Pre. J - thefe things. He gave them to help thee to him, and dott 

cepts not of | chou take up with them in his {tead ? He gave them that they mighc 

sa shal ae becomfortable refrefhments in thy journey ; and wouldf chou 
now dwell in thy Inn, and gono further? Thoudoft not onely 
contradi@ God herein, but lofeft chat benefit which thou mighte 
receive by them, yea, and makeft chem chy great bure and hinder- 
ance. Surely, it may be faid of all our Comforts and all Ordinan- 
ces, and the bleffed{t enjoyments in the Church on Earth, as God 
faid co the I/raclites of his. Ark, Numb. 10. 33. The Ark of the 
Covenant Went before them, te fearch ont for them a-Refting place. 
So do all Gods mercieshere. They are not that Reft (as Zohn pro- 
feffech he was not the Chrift) but they are voices crying in this 
Wiklerae(s, tobidus prepare; for the-Kingdom of God, .our 
true Ref, is:at hand. Therefore to Reft here, were ro turn all 
Mercies clean contrary to theic ownends, and our own advant- 

a | ages,’ and co deftroy our felves with chat which Mould help us. 


ae | “SECT. IV. 

3."  epeteners it be not the moft probable way to caufe 

“- NGod 5 either; firft, to deny thefe Mercies which we defire ; 

or fecondly, to take from us thofe whieh we do enjoy ; or thitdly, 

to imbitter them at leaft, or curfethem to us. Certainly, God is 

no where fo. jealous as here : If you had a fervant, whom 

| your own wife loved better chen the did your felf, would 

e [you not both take ft.ill’ of fach a wife, and rid your houfe of 
fuchafervant ? You willnat fhffer your childe toufea knife, cil 

‘he have wit to do it Withour hurting him. Why fo, if the Lord fee 

| you begin co fectle inthe world, and fay, Were I-will ret; a0 
wonder if he fooa in his jealoufly uafercte you: If he love you, 
__}{o wonder if Ke cake chat ftom you, wherewith he fees you about 
| €0 deftroy your felves. 1c hath been my long obfervation of many, 


. | bs | That 
a ne sel 
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"| That when they have accempted great works, and have jott finithed 
| ehem, or have simed at great things inthe world, and have juft 
| obtained them, or have lived in much trouble and unfetclemenc, 
and have juft overcome them, and begin with fome content to look 
upon their condition, and reft in ic; they are nfually reer co death 
or rvine. You know the ftory of the foo! inthe Gofpel: When 
a man f$ once at this language, Soul take thy eafe, of ref , the next 
news wlually is, Thou fool, this night, or this moneth, or this yeer, 
fhall they require thy foul, and then whofe fhall chefe things be? 
O, what houte is there, where this fool dwellech not ? Dear Chri- 
ftian friends, youto whom I have efpecially relation , Let you and 
IconGider, whether this be not our owncafe. Have not after fuch 
an wnfettied life, and after almoft five yeers living in the weary con- 
dition of war, and the unpleafing life of aSouldier, and after fo | 
many yeers groaning under the Churches onreformednefs, and the 
great fearsthat lay upon us, and after fo many longings, and pray- 
ers for thefe days: Have I not thought of them with too much con- 
tent ? and been ready-to fay, Soul take thy reft 2 Have not I com- 
forced my felf more; in the fore-thonghts of enjoying thefe, then 
of coming to Heaven, and enjoying God ? What wonder then, 
if God cut me off, when I am juft fitting down in this fuppofed 
| Reft? and hath not the like been your condition # Many of you 
have been Souldiers, driven from houfe and home, endureda life 
of trouble and blood, been deprived of Miniftry and Means, | 
fonging to fee the. Charches fetling: Did you not reckon up all 
the Comforts you fhould have at your return? and glad your hearts| 
_ | with fach thoughts, more then with the thoughts of your coming | 
' |'to Heaven ? Why what wonder if God now fomewhat crols 
| you, and turn fome of your joy into fadnefs ? Many a fervant of 
God hath been deftroyed fromthe Earth, by being overvalued - 
and overloved. I pray God you may také warning for the time 
to come, that you rob not your felves of all your mercies, I am 
perfwaded, our difcontents, and murmurings with an unpleafing 
condition, and our covetous defires after more, are-not fo pro- 
voking to God, nor fo deftruétiveco the finner , as our too {weet 
enjoying,and Reft of Spirit ina plesfing Stare. Tf God have croffed 
- | any of you, ia Wife, Children, Goods, Friends, @c. either by 
| caking them from yop, or the comforc of them, or the benefic and 
| bleffing, Try whether this above all-orher , be not the caufe : for 
"6 | where- 
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wherefoever your defies ftop, and youfay, Now Tam well; chat 
condition ‘you make your god, and engage ‘the jealoule of God 
againft ic, Whether you be friends to God, or enemies, you can 
never expe chat God fhould wink at fuch Idolatrie, or fuffer you 
{-quietlieto enjoy your Idols =. <  , ~¢ 


_ SECT. Vv. - Rees 
4. 'Onfider, if God thould fuffer thee thus to take up thy 
| Reft here, ‘it were one of the foreft plagues, aad greacett | 
éurfes thatcould poffibly befall chee : Icwere berter for thee, if 
thou never had{t a day.of eafe, or content in che werld ; for chen 
wearinefs might nrake thee feek after the truce Reft: But if he 
fhould faffer thee co fic down and reft here, where were thy reft 
when this deceives thee ? A reltlefs wretch thou wouldft be 
through alleternitie. To have their partion in this life, and their 
good things on the Earth, is the lot of ‘the moft mifcrable perith- 
J ing finners. And doth it become Chriftians then to expect fomuch 
here ? Our Reft tsour Heaven ; and where we take our Ref, there 
we make our Heaven: And wouldft thou have bat fych a Heaven 
asthis? Certainly, as San/s Meflengers found buc Adichels man 
| of Straw, when they expeted David: So witt choo finde bar a 
Reft of Scraw, of Wind, of Vanitie, when thou moft needeft Reft, 
ft will be but as a handful of water. co-a man that's drowning, 


“| which will help to deftroy, but not to-fave him. But that is the 
. next, j : . ee : Z ; ¢ é : 


ee SECT. VI Pe 
Bory thou feekeft Reft where ‘ic is not to be found ; | | 
“Aland fo wilt lole all thy labor; aad (#f chou proceed) thy 
fouls eternal Reft too, - F thik 1 ¢hail eafly evince this, by chefe 
clear demonftrations following, 6 es 
| Firft, Our Reft is onely ‘in the fallobtaining of ovraltimare 
end : But that is not to be expected inthis Hfe ; therefore; newher 
is reft co be here expected. : IsGod to be enjoyed ‘im the belt Re- 
formed Charch, inthe puyeft and -powerfulleft Ordinances here; as 
he istn Heaven ? I 'know you will: all, confets, heis: net: Hew 
fitcle of God: (not onely the maleitude. oF the buinde:warld,: bur 
$2 | ees fometimes 
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fometiines:) the Saints themfelves do enjoy, even under the moft 
excellent Means ; let cheir own frequent complainings teftifie. And 
how poor comforters are the bet Ordinances and Enjoyments, 
without God, che’ truly Spiritual! Chriftian knows. Will aftone 
reftin the Aisin ché midft of its fall, before ic comes-to the Earth? 
No, becdufé ics center is itsend. Should a Traveller take up his 
reft ta the way ? No; becaufe his home is his journeys end, VVhen 

| you have ail chac Creatures and Means can afford, have you that 
you fought for’? Have youthat you beleeved, pray, fuffer for ? I 
think you dare not fay fo. VVby then do we once dream of reft- 
itig Here? VVe are hike lictle Children ftrayed from homic; and’ 
God is novwefetching ‘us home ; and we are ready co turnintoany 
houft, ftay, atid play with every thing in our way, and fit down 
ee bank ; and much" ado there is to get us 

aoe | Paes ; 

| Seeartlly, AS wefiave not yet obtained onr end, {9 are we'in 
| dlerintét of labors ‘and datigers ; arid' is chere any reiting here 7 
| WVhat'patnful work dorh lie upoh' ouf hands? Look fo our Bre- 
| thren; ¢6 godfy, to ungodly, ro rhe Charch; ro out ‘fouls, to God ; 
and whthe'a deal of work in refpeét of cach’ of the, doth lie be-, 
foreus?" and can we reft: in: che midft’of dil our labors? Indeed, | 
we may cake fore reftething, and’ cafe our’ felves fomietimes: it’ 
| Otrcronbles; if you wilt calf thacReft ; Bat chats not che fetling 
Reft we: sevw are fpeakihig of ; we miay reff on Batch, ds the Atkis 
nae, refted: in the midit'of Pordan, fosb.3. 13. A ihon ane, 
dto 


© Dum tras 
revit tempus | 
| pugna, or ve- 
nerit pax tka 
que precellit 
AMO is | ! || eminem intel=- 
turin, and re(t chem on Barth, Ge#.18:4. They would havebeen | lectum, (quan. 
| loath rohave taken! up thet “dwelling” there. - Shotild J/rael ‘haye} eas 
_fetted his: R eft‘in the VVildetnets, among ‘Serpents, and enemies, pr; 
é 208 : Sy Ry ohn eer “3 Ati - I ¢ ie ae ‘ pi. reg da cge eee vit de pace ila, 

_ | ad Weearineds, and fainine? Should Noah’ have. thade ‘the-Ark his | sinus eam car | 

homte, and: have been 16th to'come’ fotth ‘when the waters were 
fain? Shayld the’ Martiner’ ctiufe his dwething on tht Sea? and 
lcevle his reft inctie'midlt of Rocks abd ‘Sands,ahd raging Tempetts? 
vencit inguam ita pax cp perria,jam domuserit Deo,, iqub in pupna tabéinitculym.', Non procedemus 
ad pugnandumt, fed permmanibitiwn od lamdandum-. uid bite dicituy de ia dome? Bratt qui babi- 
tank ia -donaly tits» Donsnte, in fecala fAuloram tandabust té. int tablvaceula adbuc gemitnus ; in dome 
landebiornn, Dusve >' Quid germtust( -perigrenantirdn: landasiv jait'in patyia'o in domo comme 
tantinwn Dyi-in ifamsiotrast at inblbitens, pp (pent quel intians vec iibAbrtentwh» In domum teams |: 
Mra utinhabites : In-domum Dei nt-inbabiters. Bf efp.epbion Pdmasis quiitum te caperit the |, 
habitare deatums te facit. Nam fi tu ab illo non babitaris, mifer es. .Augwft, in Pfal 26. & 31. 

| | -Be ee. > + though 


friall'Reft, no queftion 3 of as thie Angels of Heaven’ate defired to 


- : [knew nat whathe faid: It wason Earth, though wich Chrift in his 
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though he may adventure through all thefe, for a Commodity o 
worth; yet I think he cakesic not for his reft. Should a Souldier 
reftin the midft of fight ? wherhe is in the very thickelt -of his 
enemies.’ .and the inftruments of death compafs him about? I 
think he cares not how foon che battle is over : And though he may 
adveriture upon war for the obtaining of peace, yet I hope he ts 
| not fo mad, as to take-that inftead of Peace. And are not Chrifti- 
ans fuch Travellers, fuch Marriners, fuch Souldiers-? Have wenor 
fears within, and troubles without ? are we not im the thickeft of 
continual dangers? we cannot eat, drink, fleep, labor, pray, hear,-}. 
' Leconfer, ec.. but inthe midft of {nares and perils? and thall we Ge 
down and reft here ? O Chriftian, fellow thy work, Jook to th 
dangers, hold on to che end,win the field,and come off the around. 
{before thou think ofa fetling reft. I read indeed that Perer on 
the mount, when he had feen a glimpfe of Glory, faid, Zts goed for 
ustobebere. But fure.when he was on the Sea, inthe midft of 
waves, he doth not then fay, Its good to be here : No, then he hath 
other language, Save Mafter, we perifo. And even his defires ro 
_ [reft on the Mount, are noted in Scripture to come from hence, He 


transfiguration. And I dare fay the like of thee, whenever thou 
|talkeft of refting on Earth, Thou knowlt not wha chou fayeft.I read 

. |chat Chrift when he was on the Crofs, comforted the converted 
(thief with this, 7s day foale thon be with me in Paradife: But if 
he had onely comforted ‘him with telling him, That he fhould reft 
there on that Crofs, would he not have taken it fora derifion ? Me 
chinks it fhould be ill refting in the midft of fickneffes and pains, 
‘perfecution and diftreffes : One would chink ir fhould be no con- 
tencful dwelling for Lambs among Wolves. The wicked have fome 
flender pretence for cheir finin thiskinde; they are among their. 
| friends, in the midft of their portion, enjoying all the Happinefs 
that they are like to enjoy: But is ic fo withthe godly ? Surely, 
the world is at beft, buc aftepmocther to them ; nay, an open ene- 
my. Butif nothing elfe would convince us; yet fuce the remain- 
{ders of fin which doth fo'eafily befecus, fhould quickly fatisfie a 
beleever, That here is not his ref. Vighat, a Chriltian, and Reft in 
a ftate of finning? it cannot be: Or do they hope fora perfect 
| freedom here? that’s impoffible. I fay therefore to: every-one 
that thinketh of ret ont Earth, as Micah, chapter 2. verfe 19, 
: 4G Ose ee & 27% Ry BEN : 


seers teh ee | > Arife 
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ettrife ye, depart, this 3s mot your. Refk; ‘becanfe it ss polluted. - 
Thirdly, The nature of all thefe things may convince you; That 
they cannot bea Chriftians true reft : They are to6.poor.to make 
usrich; and coo low to raife us to ed ta ; and tooempty to 
fill our fouls ; and too bafe to make us bleffed; and of too as 
continuance, to be our eternal contents. They cannot fubfift chem- 
felves, without dapeott from Heaven ; how then can they give fub- 
fitence to our fouls ? Sure if profpesity, or whatfoever we can 
here defire, be too bafe to make us gods of, then are chey too bafe 
co be our rast. , ; 
Fourthly, That which is the Souls crue reft, muft be fufficient ro 
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afford it perpetual fatisfaQion : But all things below do delight us{ 


onely wich frefh variety. The content which any Creature afford- 
eth, doth wax old and abate after afhort enjoyment : We pit 
away for them, a5 e4nsnon for his filter ; and when we have {atis- 
fied our defire, we are weary of them, and loath them. If God 
fhould rain down Angels food, after a while our fouls would foath 


that dry Manna. The moft dainty fare, the molt coftly clothing | 


would not pleafens, were wetied to themalone. Fhe moft fump- 
cuons honfe, the fofteft bed, were we confined to them, would be 
buca prifon. One recreation pleafeth not long ; we muft have 
fupply of new, or our delights will languifh ; nay, our delight in 


_four-fociety and friendthip, efpecially if carnal, is ftrongeft while | 


frefh.. And inche Ordinances of God themfelves, (fo far as we 
delighe in chem for chemfelves. and not for God) if novelty fup- 
port not,aur delight grows dull. If we hear ftill the fame Minifter ; 
or if in Preaching and Praying, he ufe oft the fame expreffions ; 
or if he Preach oft the fame Sermon ;. how dull grows our devoti- 
on, though the matter be never fo good,,and at firft did never fo 
highly pleafe us 2 If we read the moft excellent and pleafing Books, 


the third or fourth reading is ufually more hearclefs then the farft: 


os fecond: Nay, in our general way of Chriftianity, our firlt god- 
ly acquaintance, our firft Preachers, our firft Books,our firt Duties, 
have too commonly our ftrongeft affeCtions. Afl Creatures are co 
_[ as, asthe flowers toche Bee : There is but fiecle of chac matter 
which affords them honey on any flower; and therefore shey 
muft have fupply of freth variety, and take of each a fvperficial 


tafte, and fo tothe next; yea,-fome having gone through variety | - | 


of Scates, and talted of the pleafures of their own Countrey, do 


Eeee 3 travel |- 
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' cravel fox feeth-variery-abroad ;- and when they ‘come home, they 
wfually deeake chemfeives 10; foine ‘folitary corner, and fic down, 
apdary:-with: Sean, Vanity and eration ! And with David, J 
have fren an enhofiall perfeen: And. can this be a place of Reft 
Fifty. ‘Those char. know the creatureleat, do affe& it moft ; 
che more its’ known; the lefs it: facisheth : Thof oftely are taken 
with if, whe cad feeno? fgerher Yhen “its outward beauty, not be- 
holding itsinward. vanity ; Its like acomely PiQure, if you ftand 
.tooneer it, it appears lefs beautiful; we are Prone.to ever-admire 


the; petfais ot men,” places of Hoaor, and orher mens happy 
soadition, hinvicls ong|y:ddifke we do but halfknow them: flay buc 
-awhbde sill we know’ them throughly, addWave’ difcovered: the 
dvilas well.astba- good, and.the.defects, as well as the perfeations, 
and chen. do we.cdafe ons admiration. ty ge ee 


oe 8 
Ket, oc Mier Spige aC te obey id Rise aS Fe te ate aye alia | 
“SEC E. VIE. | | 
ae See on, 1e., . e 5 2 e , 
ae a .ae a : de bs " - 


16, "EO. have creatires: and means without God, who is their 
. 3 end,:isfo far from being our happinefs, that its an aggra- 
vation of ouc mifery,.cven as to have food without ftrength, and 
fharve in.che midft of plenty, and.as'Pharoahs Kine, to devour all, 
and. be. lean Gill. What the betrer were you,if you had the beft Mie 
nifter on Earth, the beft Society, the pureft Church, and chere- 
wichall the moft plentifal Eftare, buc nothing of God ? If God 
| (hould fay, Take my Creatuges, my WVord, my Servants, my 
Osdinances,but not my Self ; would you take this fora happinefs @ 
If you had the Word of God, : and not the VVord which ts God 7 
Or * the Bread of the Lord, and notthe Lord, which isthe true 
Bread ? or could cry with the Jews, The Temple of che Lord, and” 
had not the.Lord of the Temple ? This were a poor happinefs. | 
Was ( aperuanm the more happy, or the more miferable, tor fee- 
ing the mighty works which chey had feen, andhearing the words 
of Chrift which they did hear ? Surely, that which agerayaces our 
fia and mifery, cannot be our Reft. a 
7. I allthis be nothing, do but confult with Experience, both 
_| other mens an@your own ; too many thoufandsand millions have 
made trial, buc did ever one of thefe finde a fufficient Reft for his 
foulon thiscarth ? Delights Ideny not but they have found, and 


imperfeR 


ee Sen 4 


| emint, NOR pa 
nem Dominuin, 
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Marth. 11.21, : 
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‘imperfeR temporary content, but Reft MM Satisfa@ion they ne- | 
wer found: And fhal{ we think to finde that which never man 
could finde before us 2 Ababs Kingdom is nothing to him, except 
he had alfo Nabosths Vineyard ; and did that fatisfie him, think | 
you, when he obtained ic? Mfwehad conquered to our felves the |. 
whole world,.wefloald perhaps do as A/exander is Fabled ro have. 


=—— a 8 


Conquer. If 1 thowkdfend you forth as Noahs Dove, to go through 

the earch, to look for a Refting place, you would return with a. 
confeffion, thar you can finde none: Go ask Honor, Is there Reft 
hese ? Why, you may a9 well reft-on the top of the cempeftuous 
Mountains, or itt, Ezmaesflamet, or on the Pinnacle of ic Temple, 
If youn ask Riches, Is there Reft here 2 Even fick as isin a bed of 
Thorns:;-oz were ic abed of Down,yet muft you arife in che mor- 
‘wing, aad. lesye icto-the- next Gueft thar fhal fucceed you: Orif you 
enquise of worldly. Meafure and eafe,can they give you'any tidings 
of wot RelttE verndach asthe hth or bird hath inthe Net,or in fwal- 
Towing down the deceitful bait;whemthe pleafure is at the fweereft,, 
death is the-nearelt : Ic is juft fuch 2 content snd happiness, as the 

exhilarating vapors of the winde do give to a man that is dsunk; it 
caafeth amerry and: cheerful hearr, it ovakeshim forget his wants [- 
and. mifertes, and coneeive fimfelf the happjeft man in ‘the world, 
cll his fick vomitings have freed him of his difeafe, or fleep have | 
afwaged and fubdued'thof vapors which deluded his fatrtafie, and | > 
porverced his Underftanding; and-then he awakes 2 more unhappy [| 

man then eves he was.befora Such isthe Reffand Happinefs that |. 
all wosldly pleafures doth afford, As: the Phantafic may bede- 
lighced ina pleafane decam, when all the: fenfes. are captivated by | 
fleep ; fo may the fle(h or fenficive appetite, when the reaforable 
foul is. captivazed by feeurity, buc when the morning comes, the de- | 
lufion vanifheth ; and where isthe pleafure and happinefstherr? Or 
if you thould go to Learning, co purcit; plenrifulleft,; powerfulleft | 
Ordinances, or compafs fea and Jan@ to findé out the perfecteft 
Church, and holicft Saitts, and enquire whether there your fout 
may ret: You might‘hiply receive from thefe indeed an Olive- ) 
branch of Hope, as they are:means to your Reft; andhave relation | 
‘| to.eternity; bue inre of any fatisfaction in themielves, you | 

would remain as reftlefs as ever before. O how well might all thefe | . 


Se. tee ce de ee a emt 


| 


an{wer many of us, with thac indignation, as Jacod did: Rachel, Am) ©. 30.2 7 
aces OF jg VSO 
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done, Sit down and. weep becauft there is never another world to | 
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{2 inftead ofGod? O 


and there you wilf eafily be fatisfied | fj ) 
fpending, killing, endlefs labors a j 
becaufe they are hisRett 


T or Cities, Shops, or Field ; 
furies, [i braries, Solitarinefs, Sociery, Studies, or Polpits can 
| any fuch ching. as this R f j 


, 


) - JF you could 
| all Generations vile 
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Sa 
I never finde a ferlement for my fou! ; and I believé we may all fay | 
| | of our Reft, as Paslof our Hopes, [fst were sn. this life onely, we | 1 Corsts.tg, 
| were of all men moft miferable. Or if you willnot credit your paft 
experience, you may try in your prefene or future wants: when 
Copfcience is wounded, God offended, your bodies weakned, 
| your friends affifted, fee if shefe can yield you Reft. If then either 
Scripture, or Reafon, or the Experiehce. of your felves and all che 
world will fatisfie us, we may fee there is no refting here. And yer 
w guilty are the generglity of Profeffors of this fin 1! How many 
alts and {tons do we make, before we will make the Lord our 
Reft | How muft God even drive us, and fire us out of every.con- 
dition, left we fhould fic down and Reft there! Jf he give us 
Profpericy, Riches, or Honor, we d@ in our hearts dance before 
them , as the I/raelites before their Calf, and fay, Thefe are 
thy Gods,~and conclude it is good being here. !f he imbiccer all 
thefe ro us by Croffes, how do we ftrive co have the Crofs re- 
moved, arid the bitternefs taken away, and are reftlefs till our con. 
dition be fweetned to us, thac we may fic down again, and rcit 
where we were > If the Lord, feeing our perverfnefs, fhall now 
proceed in the cure, and take che creature quite away, then how do 
| we labor, and care, and cry, and pray, thac God would reftore ir, 
thar if ic may be, we may make it our Reft again? And while |’ 
we are deprived of irs a@tual enjoyment, and have not ‘our for- 
mer Idoll te delight in, yee rather thencome to God, we delight | 
| | Our felves in our hopes of recovering our former ftate, and as long | 
_ | asthere is the leaft likelihood of obgaining it, we make thofe very | 
| hopes our Reft: ‘if the poor by laboring all theiz dayes, have | 
| | bat hopes of a fuller eftate when they are old (chough a hundred | 
'/to one they dye before they have obtained ic, of certainly at |. 
| leaf immediatly after.) yee do they labor with patience, and 
| teft themfelves on thefe Expectations. Or if God do cake[ 
;| way both prefent injoyments, and all hopes of ever recover- 
‘ing them, how do we fearch about, from. creature to crea- | 
jture, to finde out fomeching to fupply the room, andto {— 
‘fettle upon in ftead thereof.? Yea, if we can finde no fupply, 
| but are {ure we (hall live in povercy, in ficknefs, in difgrace, while |: ; 
|, We are onearth, yet will we rather fectle in this mifery, and make rr | 
| aRefkofa wretched Being, thea we will leave all and cometo, 
God. A man would think, thac a multicude.of poor people, - Co | 
cg 
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eg 
fick with hopes of health and fife , lec us comfort our felves with 
tie hopésofheaven. So far.rcjoyce inthe creature, as if comes 
ftosn God, or leads ro him, o: brings thee fome report of his love; 
Sw far lec chy foul take comfort in crdinances, as God doth 
act@iipany them with quickning orcomfort, or gives in himfelf 
roa a by them. Still remembring, whenthon haft even 
whir thou dott defire, yerthtsis not Heaven; yet chefe are bue 


cfie“firt fruits. Is ic noc enough thac God allowerh us all che 
comforts of travellers,and accordingly to rejoyee in all his mercies, 
bog we muft fee up our Raff, asif we were at home 2. While we are 
peeicae in the body,we are abfent from the Lord ; and while we 
“abith 


/williag tobe abfenr from ys.,-as we from him , and if he were as 


lefctoan Eternal Reftlefs feperation.In.a word, as you are fenfible 


ofthe. Gafulnc& of your eartitty ch fobeyou atfo of your 


irrees 
(ee chat you watch and pray againkt chisl Of fetrling any where fhort 
of Eleaten, or vepefing your fouls to Ref on. apy thing belw 


randtte chings which you :Reft tyon deceive you, you will 
‘perceive. your labor all loft, and your fweetelt contents to 


youathamed. Try, ifyoucan perfwade Satantolcave cempting. 
amii-che worktico-cea(e both troubling and feducing and fin co ceafe 
inhabiting.and ating, if you can bring the Glory of God from 

ovazor remove the Conrt from Heaven. to-easth, and fécure the 
‘continiance of chisthrongh Brermry; then fetrle yous felves below, 
aod fay , Soul cake thy reft hese: But tillcbenadmit not fucha 


5 os 


from him, we are abfent from cur Reft. If God were as 


loth to be our Reft, as we are loch: to Keft inhim, wefhonld be | 


itty -dricontents, 
ehie contents, and pray God to pardon them muchmore. + 
And ab@weall ehe pla; aes-abnljadgments of Gad:anshis fide hell, | 


4 
oe Por elfe, wher the bough which you tread on Dreake, | 


sratives to your wo, 2ad-your higheft hopes will make: 
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our worldly gxofpericy did not fade, -our fives on earth would be 
veryfong, if not evesnal. We pretend defires of being:beetcs pre- 
pared, and of doing God fome greater fervice, and to that end we 
beg on year miOre,aad anothe r,and another, bur {till our promifed 
pieparation and fervice is as far. to feck as ever before, and we 
remain as unwillitig co dye , as we were when we begged our firkt 
Reprivall, If Ged were not more willing of omr company , then 
weare of his, how tong fhould we remain thus diftanc from him? 
And as we had never been fan@ifiedif Godhad Rayed ull we 
were willing ; fo, if. hefhould refer ic wholly to our felves , it 
‘would ac Jeatt be long betyre we thould be glorified: [confeffe 

that Death of it felf is not defirable; buc the fouls Reft with 
God is, co whrich death is the commons paflage. And becanfe we 
areapt to makeaizhe of this fin, and se ap our common nature 


and allo propound tome fasther confiderations which may be afe- 
ful cqgou and my felfagainit it. — | 
. : * : Otten “ e a Nee ae | ; 


e 


ees | | SECT. Ih: ar 
AN feft confider, What a deal of Brofs infidelicy dork lur® ia 


eft force in this, bufine’s. O, if 
Mb believe.» that the promife of this glory is the 
BE God, and hae Gad doth truly mean ashe fpeaks , and is 
refatved to make it good ; ifwe did verily believe,that there 


fhould be as impatient of living , as we are 


OO 
| willing ;. ¥ fear Heaven might be empty for the moft ofus, andif | 


fos COM|CTONIZE Ik 5 ler me here fet before. fos, its aggravatiogs, | - 


the bowels of this fin} Either paganifh unbelief of the truch | 
of thag ctesnal bleffedacts, and of the truth of the Scriptire whith } 


dead fuch bleffedpefs prepared for believers as the Scripture 
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| move ns from mitery to fach story; ahd:yct be foehto dye PiuFe, 
- | geftte Bcf our imereft be elearcd. ' WF aman vhat is défpetacety | 
| 1 fick to-day; didbetieweh¢ thoald arifefound the'next mGrdingy er 


"| amaf'to dayin defpiesble poverty ; had affurante'that hefhoatd 7 
“| to mlorrow atte 's prices would: they be ‘tifraid co‘ poco Bed 1 


oo | night and morning cone?’ Thécrutitis, chongh thett is enuath Faitty 


“| ing’it. TE we love our friend, welove his compiny®: fs prefetice és | 


| Gres after God be fach, if we really loved hitn > Nay fhould it not 
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| pier concerning-ehe foulb ioveroredlity atid ce tife: to come, could 
| maxs his affected hearer, prefencty to caft him(eifdiiad -long froin 
the cock; as impatient of any longer delays what woulda ferions 
Chriftians belicfdo , if Geds Lawagain felfmurder did nor te. | 
rain 2 fs @:poffibie thar'we can truly believe; that death wiftre- 


a“ 


were the doubts oftowr owh.interet, which did fearus 5 yetwerde’ 
belief ofthe certainty atdexceliktey of this Reft; would makens 


Or racher think ifthe téngeR duy"of their Hves ,“cill thae defired 1 
and Chriftiatiopin ont months, yet ebere ig much Amfidelicy atid put? 
‘| ganifme-is ‘ont hearts 3 Whith 46 the maine! cate , that we aret 


. ee “SECT. LI’. . . 
3... A Ndasthe weaknels of our Faith, fo alfo the coldrels of ' 
ae Ny om Bovetecpeced mply dNcevered,by pag oy sib 
todye: Love doth defire thencereft: cdnjun&ton , the filfe(tira-< 
1 ition, and ‘clof{t commiinién; Where thefe defires are’ dbfent, : 
there is only a‘haked pretence of Love: He that cver felpfudhe 
thing as Love working in his breft,tiath affo fefrchefe erin ed 


‘ 
a . om | we'll. yp: 
‘ * @” & 
” 


comfortable ; ‘his‘abfence istroublefom: --~when hé foes fromtis, | 
we defire his réttrn : when fe comes tous, we entertain indy 
welcome’, and gladnefy - when he dyes; we monrn, ing siaae 
over- mourn: to be feparared*from.a faithfal friend, is co usSeep 


de 


renting of amember from our bodyes: And vwotld not-ou 


be much more then fuch, as he is above aif friends moft lovely? The 
Lord teach us to lookclofely to our Hearts,and take heed of ¥elf-de. 
ceit in this point : For certainly what ever we pretend er conceit, 
if we love either Father, Mother, Husband, Wife, Childe, Friend, 
Wealth, or life more then Cheift, weare yet none.of his fincere 
Difciples. When it comes'to thetryall, the queftion will not Be, |. 

a | Who 


es ee 


Whéhath preached moft, or heard moft, or talked moft 2 but 
who hath loved qupit?. when gue accaunc is given in, Cheift will 
-|not takeSermons,. Prayers, Faftings, 0s. nor the giving of our 
lgoods, noraghe buening of ous bodies 10 Read of love, 1 Cor 13. : 
1,2)3649%)53- 14.22... Ephe/-6.24, Aad do we love. him, and | Sofes eff qui . 
-{yetcgxe nos. how Jopg we are from bim 2 If I be deprived of my | fire Amico cf. 
_ |bofomfrjead, me thinks Llam.asaman in a wildernefs folicary, and. Auf, 
dikonplace , And is may,ablence frome God, so part of jay trou 
|ble2,.and yer qan.taake bie focmy chiefe& friend 2-.4f:1 delight: 
| bur in jome Cea en, of Walk.as Gallery, A apuld be, mwacoire i271 
IF Tove my Books, bamgnuch wich shomm, andialmoll wawraciediy: 
| ~The food which Lieve, Lweuld often feed. on; 


\|Llove, T wypuld often wigghems, she brine Joye, I would 
| bee loyed go : And: cand Jaye Ged. aan that above all | 


ay et have 96, defires £0,be-avich biti ds unrowa far sike=| ° 
lier acted théa,of loves, Wheasheshanghys.af our aPREAR | + 


lier fign a. 
| ing before.Gjod, are,our molt grievous shoughts.; and when we). 
. uli qunluce a yadone,becaufe we mult. dic and come untahim?} 

|| Stiely I Chonld {caste fake hig fos an unfeigned. friend, ‘who were 
| well contented vo be abfent from the, as a Ogdinarily.asetO PE } 


: tue ter 7and (hall wefo dr fi par ais in Or 7 


a 


-|Hove Got bpe as fugly, 2s aavaridting loves. hisaweaich, 08.2 
: ambitiggs man his honor, ‘or a volppiuons man his pleafure,s yea, 
| asaidmunkesd loves his. {winith delight, os 4n uncleap pexfon. bis 


+ 
. 
e 


gap. 

‘|| bruttifia Int: We fhould net then be ( exceeding loth te leave the | 
| Word, apd go. to God. -Q, if this oly fiame., of Jove were 
|| thedughly kittdled ia.our brefts,. in ftead.of our préfiing fears,our 
: } dologons complaints, and.earnelt prayers again death, we thonld 
' |] joyn in, Davids Wilderne lamentations, P/al. 42. 4,2. e4 the.) 
|| Hart panterle afer the waker-broeks, [0 pant eth-my foul after thees? 
Ml Gad: Myfonl shirfieth for God, for the living Gad; when foak I 
1'H conse and appear before Ged ? The truth is, As our kgowledg of God, 
. || isexcegding- desk, and our faive in him, exceeding feeble, ;. {o is OF. 
Il love cofim but liccle,and therefore are our defires afcer him fo-dull. 

| ~ BEEE 3. SECT. 


>| fo -fruitful a-€oy! for alf iniquities? and-art thow not yet more 
. ? | weaty 2, Haft-chou not yet tranfgreficd long enough? ‘nor tong 
_ | enough ftovoted thy-Lord.? ree -fong-en-ugh abnied love ? 
wouldtt thou yee grieve the Spirtt more ? and fm againft thy Savi- 
eutsblood? and moreinereafe thine- owd wounds? and Bill lic 
‘ander thy grievous imperfedons 2°. Hath thy fin proved to profit 
ableacommodity ? fo neceflary acompativn? {uch adeliphtful 
employment ? that thor dol fo much dread’ the oe day? 
Hach chy Lord deferved chis at thy harids ? chat thou thouldit chufe 
‘to continue ia the Subirbs of Hell, racheraher tive wich him in 
fight ?-and rather Ray and drudg'iatia, and abide with his and-chy 
own profeffed enemy:, thencome away and dwell wich God? 
May 


¥ 


- 2 


—— 


by 


: + 


1 ge re Siguts everlafting Ref. 579 
May not God jaftly grane thee thy withes, and feal theea leafe of — 
thy defired ‘diftance, and nail chy ear.co thefe doors of mifery, and 1 


exclude thee eternally fiom his glory ? Foolifhfinner | who hath 
ek thee ? God,-or fin 2” who hath wounded thee, and 
caufed thy groans? who hath made thy life fowoful? andcaufed | > 
thee to fpend thy days ip dolov ? isic Cheift, or is thy corsupti-} = + 
on 2 and art chou yet. {6 loth to think of paxting ¢. thall God be 
willing co-dwell with map ? and the Spirte co abide in thy peevifh 
heart ? and that where fin doth ftraicen his room, and a curfed isi- 
mate inhabie wich him, which,isever quarrelling and.concriving | 
ainft him? and (hall man be lothsocomcso Ged, where isno-f 
thing but perfect Bleffednefs and Glory 2 Is not thisto judg our) 3. 
{elves unworthy of everlafting Life 2? if they in Adis +3.46. who . 
put che Gofpel from chem, did judg themf{elves unworthy ;‘detior | 
we who fic from life and glory ?. Pe ee ee ee 


= oo 
ss 3g Bet. Vi © o ee ee 
4. UT Chews that we arc infenfible of the yanity‘of the Creature, | Zequit, Pinte: | 
~ Jandof the vexation.accampanying our: idence here, when }7# He Aaa 
we are fo loth to hgar, or think of a removal. - V.Vhat ever.we’ fay: fat i ni 

painft the world, or how grievous. foever our complaints may. |’ pemine x Sor 
feem ; we cither belceve not,..ar fee] nor. what we fay, or elfe we | dent exim mili 
fhould be anforergbly affected co it. V Ve call che world queenentiy,, | Moe iris: 
and cry out of the oppreffion of our. Taskemalters, and,groan wae [Usa a 
der our fore bondage ;“but either we fpeak not as we think, or.el& 
we imagine fome (ingulac happiacfs, to confilt jn the poffciion of 
worldly things ; for which, allthis (hduld-be endused. Is any 
man loth so lense Gi rifon? -or. to remoye his dwelling from 
cruel tnemies ? .or co fcape the hands of murderousrobbere ?. Do 
we cake the world indeed fag our.prifon ? our cruet,{(poyling, mur- 
derous foe ? ‘and.yet are we loth to leave ic? Dowetake this fleth 
for the clog of our fpirits? and a vail chaes drawn betwixt os and 
Ged? and acontinual io dwellingtraitor to our fouls ? and yet are | 
we loth to lay jedown ?-Indced Peter. was Smitten by the Angel, ace 7,8) 
before he arofe and left his prifon ; bur it was more fromhisigno-| 9. : 
rance of his intended deliverance, then any unwillingnefs to lcave A. 
che place. 1 have read of 7z/epbs long impcifonment ; and Daniels) 
cafting into the Den of Lyons; and Feremies {ticking faft inthe} ~ it 
“2 Duggeon ;, eee 


mee mortts :ie 

 flarets Ex: 
anime cipie 

| diffaluty & 
effe cum” 
Chrifio. 


] ented 


80 


» 
é 


Heb.tt, * | cheerfudly, and repoyced in being afflitted deftirtite and tormented; 
o | fed; and: ¢hacfome of them world not’ accept of deliverarice : 

» | Bucaor-from any fove tothe fnffeting, of any unwillmgnefs co 
change their conditids “but bechuof che hard terdis of heir 

AGs 36.25. | deliverance, ané from che hope they had-of a beter refurrettion. 
cone Se ’ Though Pan? and Syhe cond: fing in the ftocks, rand comforrab ly 
f rare bear their crac! feourgings ; yer I do not befetve they dere. nn- 
Eligc fi potes _f witltng'to #0 foreh,-ot took it Ml when'Gud YcReved them”, Ah 


} foolifh wretched eal! Dothevery4prifoner grban for freedom ? 
and evety Slave defire his Fubifee >? and every fick man longfor 
healeh? and every hangry man‘for food ? and doft thou alone ab- 
‘| hor delivecance ? «Doth cheSeamen tong ro fee the Land > doch 
the Husb#pdiman tefire the Harvelt? andthe boring-man sore. 
ceivt his pay ? ‘doth the traveller fong eorbe at home? and che 
runner long to win the prize? and’ theSouldier long tu wig.the 
field ? And act-chov loth co fee thy labors finifHed'? an€to reévive 
the end of thy Faith; and fifferings ? and co obvatmthe thing, for 
velit, ia die | which’thoutwelt? Are all rhy fafferings-onely feeming ? havethy 
geres?, | stipes, thy griéfs and groans, been onely dreams? iF they were, 
oe yct methinks we figeld nor be afratlof waking: Featfit drcams 
ef at fi mole | arenordeligheful; -Orisit noc tather oye worlds’ defights, chac 
fisarum fuga | areall meer dreams andfhadows ? Is nor allits glory, asche lighc 
vequies eruta-\ of a Glow-worm, a wandering fire, yielding but final directing | 
narimy quANiO| Viste and as litele comforting heat io ailorr Goubtful;and forrow- 
nen = ie fultlarknefs #+ orhath the world In thefe its latter days, laid afide 
da, ch: fuse its agicienc enntity ? Is it become of late’morekinde ? hathic left 
refurveioni» | its thorny renting natare? who hath wronghe chis great change ? 
voluptas pev= | and who hath made this réconciliation’? Surely, not the greze Re. 
ie ori ute | cOnciHer: He Hath cold us, in che world we fhall have croable, and 
la criminum | himonely, we (hall haye-peace: VVeemay reconcile our felves 
Series, nulla’ }.to the world (at our peril) bur ic will never reconcile ir felf to us, 
ikecebra O foolith snworcby foul /. who hadft rather dweil. inthis land of 
Hel rn darknefs, and rather wander in chis barren wildernefs, then beac ! 
de Refarrea. | Tekt with Jefus -hrift { who hadft rather {tay among che VVolves, | 
Joka 16,20, | and daily fisfter the Scorpions ftings,“then to praife che Lord with 
33: the Hofts of Heaven! If chow didft well know whar Heaven is, 
~\ and whac Earth is, ic wonld nor be fo. | SECT. 


ifla perpesuare 


ee a 


The Saints everlafting Reft. | 


cS ECT. VI. | - 
S. if Rn unwillingnefs to dye, doth aCtually impeach tis of high 
| Treafon againft che Lord : Is it not achufing of Earth be- 
fore him ? and raking. thefe prefent things for our happinefs ? and 
confequently making them our very God? If we did indeed make 
God our Go d, that is, our Ead, our. Reft, our Portion, our Trea- 
fure ; how is it poffible but we fhould defire to enjoy him ? It be- 
hovesusthe rather to be fearful of this, ic being utterly incon- 
fiftent with faving Grace to value any thing beforeGod, or to 
make the Creature our. higheft End: Many other fins foul and 
great may. poffibly yet confift with fincerity, but fo, I amcer- 
cain , cannot that. Bur concerning thisI have {poke before. 


SECT. VII. 


diffembling doth it moreover fhew ? We take onus to 
1 believe undoubtedly, che exceeding eternal weight of Glory: We 
call God our chiefelt Good, and fay, we love ‘Him above all, and 


you have any man believe you, when you call the Lord your oncly 
Hope, and {peak of Chrift as Allin All, and talk of che Joy chat is 
in Prefence, and yet would endure the hardeft life, rather then dye 
and come. unto him ? What felf-contradi@tiosn is this, to talk fo 
hardly of the world and flefh, to groan and‘complain of fin and fuf- 
fering, and yet fear no day more then that which we expect fhould 
bring our finall freedom? what fhamelefs grofs diffembling is 


reading Books, conferring with others, and all co learn the way 
to a place which we are lothro.come to ? To take on ugall our 


hy pocryfie is this, ro lye upon our kneesin publike and prrvate,and 
fpend one hour after another in prayer, for chat which we wonld 
not have ? If one fhould over-hear thee in thy daily devotions, 
crying our, Lord deliver me from this body of death, drom this 
fin, this ficknefs, this poverty, thefe cares andfeares, how long 
Lord thall I fuffer chefe? and withall fhould hear thee prayin 


Ggg g again 


CO ray apie ae ce 
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6. A Nd all chefe defects being thus difcovered, what a deal of | - 


for all thiswe fly from Him, as if it were from Hell it felf ; would’| 


this, to fpead fo many hours, and dayes, in hearing Sermons, |” 


life- ume, to walk cowards Heaven, to run, toftrive, to fight for |. 
Heaven, which weare loth to cometo? What apparent palpable. 


«58k 


Is es | , ; 
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SECT. Viry. | s.° > 
7- (Onlider, how do we wrong the Lord and his Promiles, 
| and difgrace his Ways ia.the eyes of the world 2 As if we}. 

ally perfwade them Co queftion, whether God be true 
of his Word 


) Scripture 
hofe who have Profefled to. live by 
Faith, and have boafted of thej i 


: » Pre Jid expe (o much glory, - and. | 
make fo light of the world as they feem, they would aot them. 
ves be A loth of a change. O W are We ever able tq ir | 
he: Wrong which we do to God and Poor fouls by thisfcandat > | 
Od what an honor to God? whata § Ag CO Believers 2. 
ion to Unbelievers Would it be, if Chriftians in this 

eartully welcome the 


em» 


dall our life "ime to pr 
for one hour ? and 


3 y and nowillin yee a 

Vhat hage we.done? why have we lived ? thar the butinels of Our 
Wy & inter vivendym bene mori difce : Que ars a 

Re 


{ tives 


ee ee vr 


The Saints everlafting Ref. 583. 
‘ives is fo muth andone ? Had we any greatet mattersto minde?} = 
Have we nor fooli{Hly wronged our fouls in this? woald we have |. 
withed more frequent watnings? How oft hath death entered the 
habitations of our.nteighbors ? how oft fiach-ic Knocke at our own 
‘doors? we have firft heard that fucha one x dead, and then 
fuch a one, and fuch a one, till our Towns have changed moft of | . 
Heir Inhabirancs ; And was not all this a- Sufficient war 
ning, to tell us that we were al® Mortals, and our own 
turn would fhortly come ? Nay, we have feen death raging 
in Towns and Fields, fo many hundred a day dead of the Pefti- 
tence, fo many thoufands flain of the Sword:and did-we not know 
ir would reach to usat laft ? How many diftempers have vexed our| 
bodies? frequent Languifhings, confuming Weakneffes, wafting| ” 
Feavers, here pain, and there trouble, that we have been forced to 
receive the fentence of death ; and what were all thefe but fo many 
Meffengers, fent from God co tellus we muft fhortly dye, as if we 
had heard a lively voyce, bidding us, Delay no more, but make you 
ready: And are we unready and unwilling after allthis ? Ocare- | 
lefs dead-hearted Sinners! unworthy negleCters of Gods War- 
nings ! faithlefs betrayers of our own fouls. _ ae 
All chefe hainous aggravations do lye upon this fin of unwilling- 
nefs to dye, which I have laid down to make it hateful co'my own} 
fou! twhich is too much guilty of it) as well as yours: ‘And tora 
further help’ to-our prevailing againft t, I fhall‘adjoyn thelt- fol: 
lowing Confiderations. © ert 


OO . | . VSEC Y. x see : | | §. 19, 
1. ¢Ondider; [aot'to dye] were [never to be happy.” To, 
efcape death; were-ro mits of bleffednels: Bucept { od | 

(hould cranflace us as Henoch and Elias, which he never. did-before | | 
fe were Chen 1 Corry.t9. 


ot finee. Hf our hope in btift were-inthts life oitely, we t 
of all men moft migrable’s The Bptoure fachioniens pleatire to his 
lef chen the Chrilttan ; the Deunkards the Who rentaltét, ind che | 
jovial Lads, do {wagger it out witht gathunery: and mirth; WHel dg 
poor Saint is mourning in a corner : yea,the very beafts of the field j: 
do eat and drink,and skip,& play,and care for nothing, when many 
@ Chriftian dwels with frrows: So that if you would not dye,and |, 
go to heaven, what would you have more chen an Epicure, ora: - 
| GG a beaft? |’. _.-.. 


584 


z Cor.15,13, 
&e, | 


‘Melch. ‘Adam 
in vite Mili 


§, 1%, 
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beaft> Whacdoth it availe us tofight with beafts, asmen, if it 
were not for our hopes of a lifetocome? Why dowepray, and 
faft,and mourn ? why do we fuffer the contempt of the world? 
why are we the fcorn and hatred of all ? if it were not for our 


hopes after we are dead? why are we Chriftians and not Pagans 


and Infidels, 1f we do net deftrea life to come? why, Chriftian, 
wouldft chou lofe thy faith ? and lofe-chy labor, in all thy duties, 
and all chy fufferings ? wouldft thoulofethy hope? and lofeall 
che end of chy life? and lofeall the blood of Chrift? and be con- 
tented with the portion of a worldling or -a brute? If chou fay 
No, to this, how canft chou then be loth to dye? Asgood old 
Milius faid when he lay a dying, and was asked whether he were 
willing to dye orno ; [diss eft nolle mori, qui nolit sve ad Chriftum. 
A faying of efujtins which he oft repeated, Let bins be loth to dye, 
who is lothtobe with Cbrift. ° * | a 


| SECT. XI. 
2. C Is God willing by death to Glorifie us? and are 
AU we unwilling to. dye that we may be glorifiéd? would 


| God freely give us heaven? and are we unwilling to receive it ? 


As the Prince who would have taken the lame begger into his 
Coach, and he refufed,faid to him, Opitinee mererss qui in luto bare- | 
as. Thou wéll deferveftto ftick in the’ dire, So may God to the 
refulersofReft; You well deferve to live in trouble. Me thinks 
f a Prince were willing to make you his heir, ‘you (hould fcarce 
be unwilling to acceprit. Sure che refufing of fuch a kindnefs,muft 
needs difcover ingratitude and unaworthinefs. AsGod hath re- 
folved again{t them, who make excufes when they fhould come to 
Chrilt, Verily none. of thefe that were bidden frail raf of my {x 
per: So is it juft with him 7 ease icine who frame excufes 
when we (hould come to Glory. - ba 
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SECT. XL. | 


3. Te Lord Jefus was willing tocome from heaven to earth 

for us; and fhall be unwilling to remove from earthto 
heaven for our felves and him ? -Sure if we had been once poffeff- 
ed of Heaven, and God fhould have fent us to earthagain , ashe 
did his Son for our fakes, we {hould then have been loth to remove 
indeed : It was another kinde of change then ours is, which Chrift 


did freely fubmit unto ; to cloath himfelf with the garments of 


flefh, and to take upon him the form of a fervant , to come from 
the bofome of che Fathers Love, to bear his wrath which we 
(hould have borne. Shall he come down to our hell? from the 
height of glory tothe depth of mifery ? to bring us up co his B- 
ternal Reft ?. and (hall we beafter 2his unwilling? Sure Chrift had 


more cauft co be unwilling, he might have faid,'What is it co me if. 
thefe finners fufter ? Ifthey value their flefh above ‘their fpirits, 


and-tKeir lufts above my Fathers Love, if they needs will fell cheir 


fouls for nought ; who is it fit fhould be the lofer ? and who. 
fhould bear the blame and curfe ? Should I whom they have: 


wronged? muft they wilfully tranfgrefs my Law ? and I undergo 
their deferved.pain ? Is it not enough that I bear the trefpaffe 


fromthem , bue I muft alfo bear my Fathers wrath ? and fatisfie . 


the Juftice which they have mone ? Moft I come down from 
Heaven to Earth,and cloth my fel 

on and fcorned by man? faft,and weep,and {weat,and fuffer ? 
and bleed and dye a curfed death? and allthis for wretched 
wormes, who would rather hazard aH they had, and venture their 


fouls and Gods favor, then they would forbear but one forbiden_ 


morfel ? Dothey caft away themfelves fo flighely > and muftI re- 
deem them again fo dearly ? Thus we fee chat Chrifthad muchgo 
have pleaded again{t his coming down for man ; and yer he plead- 
ed none ofthis : He had reafon.enough te have made him uowill- 
ing; and yet did he voluntarily condefcend, But we have no 


with humane flefh? be fpit up- | 


Cum dicts yp- 
ate uvere ug- 
lo, bonam rem 
quaris, fed 
non bic, ft habu- 
it his iflud 
Chriftus, babe 
Co tt ’ iny C gi - 
onc movtis tue: 
Quid ille in- 
venit,attende, 
Venit de alia 
regione,et quid 
iaucnit nifs 
quod bic. abun. 
aivit? labo. 
res,dolores, 
mortem ° Ecce 
quod bic babes 
ct quod 
abundat, AN ; 
ducavit tecum.: 
Dod hic in 
cella mifcyie 
tue abundavit, | 
atetumhic bi. 
bit fel bic bibis: 
ecce quod im 
cella tua inve-. 
nit. Atad mage 
wan menfam 
te inustavit, 
menfam — 
Solis ,menfans 
Angelorum,ubi 
spfe pana eft. 


reafon againft our coming tohim.: except we will reafon again& se . 
our hopes,and plead for a perpetuity of our own calamities, Chrilt : 
came down to fetch us up : and would we have him loofe his blood : 
and labor, and go away again without us? Hathhe bonghte our ‘ 
Reft at fo deara rate? Is our inheritance purchafed with the blood 
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of God? And are we after all this loth to enter? Ah Sirs, it was 
~F Chrift and noc we, that had caufe tobe foth. The Lord forgive 
and heal chis foolith ingratitude. - | 


ot SECT. XTIL 

4. Brg ; do we. not combine with our moft cruel, mortal 
{1 “cofoes? and jump with them in their moft malitious de- 
figne, while we are lothto dye and go to heaven? where is the |. 
height ofall chetr malice ? and whats the fcope ofall temptations? 
and whats the divcls daily bufinefs ? Is it not to keep our fouls 
from God ? And thall we be well contene wich this,and joyn with 
Satan in our defires?what chough it be not thofe eternal sorments? 
| yetics the one half of Hell, which we with co our felves, while we 
defire ro be abfent from Heaven and God. If thou fhouldeft cake 
counfel of all thine enemies? If chon fhouldeft beat thy brains both 
night and day, in ftudying to do thy felfa mifchief? What greater 
then is , could it poffibly be, To contimue here on earth 
from God? Excepting only hell it felf.. Owhat fpott isthis co 
Sathan ? that sin detees and thine fhould fo concur ? That when 
he fees he cannot get thee to Hell, he can fo long keep thee 
out of Heaven, and make chee the earneft petitioner for ic thy 
| felf 2’ O gratifie not the Divel fo much to thy owh-difpleafure. 


$, 34. ve: (SECT. XIV,. : 4 
ft ‘O not our daily fears of death, make our fives a continua] 
torment? The fedrs of death (as Erafmus faich) being 

éforcr evil thendeathit {elf And thus, as Paw/ did dye daily in| 
regard of preparation, and in regard of the neceffary ufferings of 
_| his fife ; fo'do we in regard of the torments, and the ufelefs futfer- 
ings which we make our felves. Thofe lives which might be full of 
Joyes, in the dafly contemplation of the lifetocome, and the 
| feweer delightfil thouglits of blifs; howdo we fill chem up with 
| terrors, through all rhefe caufelefs thoughts and fears? Thus do 
we tonfiime our own comforts, and- prey upon our cruel pleas 
fures: - Wheti we might lye down, and riledp, and walk abroad 
With 


Timoy moytis 
por quam ipfa 
r078. Era, 
Colloq 
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with our hearts full of the Joyes of God ; wecontinaally fillthem 
with perplexing fears. For he that fears dying, mutt be alwayes 
fearing, becaufe he hath alwayes caufe to expect it. And how can 
chat mans life be comfortable,who lives in continoul fear, of loof. 
ing his comforts ? ) 
nnn anna 
SECT. XV. | 
: §..15. 


5° Mowe thefe are felf-created fafferings sAsific were 
| not enoughtobe the defervers, but we mult alfo be the | Ehex quam 


‘executioners of our OWN calamities} Asif God had not inflicted | 2%4/er«% ef, f. 
ers metuendo 


enough upon us, but we mult infliet more upon our felves / Is not 

death bitter enoug ; Ne Pubs 
treble and multiply its oles 
burden of our troubles,an 
ftare of poor mortaleis fufficien : 
fo much worfe. The fufferings laid upon us by God,do all lead co 
happy iffues : che progre(sis, from fuffering to patience, from | 
thence to experience,and fo to Hope, aad at lalt to Glory. But the t ea 5 : 39 te 

| | fufferings which we do make our felves, have ufually iffues an{wer- om, 8. 17, 

able ro their caufes: The motion is Circular and: endlefs, from fin 


ae 


ito the fleth of it felf, bue we mult double and 
biccernefs? Do we complain fo much of the 
d yet daily add unto the weighe?Sure the 
tly calamitous; they need nat make 


to foffering,from fuftering to Gin, and fo te {uffering again, and fo } 
in infinitum. And not onely fo, but they muliiply in their 
courfe : every fin is greater then'the former , and fo every fuffering | 
alfo greater. This is the natural progrefs of them, which if mer- 
cy do intercept, no chanks to us. So that except we think chat-God 


hath made us to be our owntormentors, we have fmali reafon-to | 


| nourifh our fears of death. 
7 eo farther ; they are all but ufelefs unprofitable fears. | 
As aff our care cannot make one hair white or black, nor Mat. 5. 36, 
adde one cubit to our ftatuce , {91 ither can our fear prevent ovr Mar, 6. 37- 
fufferings , nor delay ous dying time an-hour : Willing or uawill. 
fears-have haftened his end, but 


ing we muftaway. Many a mans 

ao mans ever did avertit. Itstruc, @ cautelous fear or care con- 

cerning the danger after death , hath profited many; andis very 

afefall co the preventing of chat danger : But: for a ay 
ri 
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Chrift, and an heir of Heaven, to be afraid of entering his own 
inheritance ; this is a finful ufelefs fear. : - i 


ta ~ SECT. XVII. | | 
8. Be though it be ulclefs in refpe@ of geod, yet ro Sathan is 
| itwery ferviceable. Qur fears of dying enfnare our fouls 
] and add ftrengehco many rémptations. Nay when we are called 
} to dye for Chrift, and put ro it in a dayoftryal, ic may.draw usco 
deny the known truth, and forfake che Lord God himfelfi You 
{ook upon it now asa {mall (ia, acommon. frailty of humane na- 
ture : But if you look to the danBerous confequents of it,me thinks 
it fhould move you to other thoughts, What made Peter deny his 
Lord ? what makes Apoftatesin {uffering times forfake the cruth? 
and the green blade of unrooted faith , to wither before the hear 
of perfecution ? Fear ofimpriloment and poverty may dp much, 
but fear af death willdo much more. When you fee the Gibber, 
- | or hear the fencence, if this fear of dying_preyailin you, you'lftraic 
begin to fay as ‘Peter, 1 know not the man. When you fee the fa- 
| gots fet, and fire ready, you'l fay as that Apoftate to.the Martyr,O 
the fireis hor, and.nacure’s frail, forgeting that che fire of helt is 
horter. Sirs, as light as you make of'it,.you know not. of what 
force thefe fears-are to feparate your fouls from Jefus Chrift. 
_ | Have we not lately had: frequent experience of it? How many 
* | chonfand have fled in fight, and curned their back on a good caafe, 
_ | where they knew the honour of God was concerned, and their 
countreys welfare was the prize-for. which they fought, and 
the hopes of their pofterity did lye at the Stare, and all chrough un- 
worthy fear of dying? Have we not known thole, who lying an- 
der a wounded confcience , and living in the praGice of fome 
known fin, durft fcarce look the enemy in. the face , becaufe they | 
durft'not look death in the face ? but. have trembled. and drawn 
back, and cryed, alas I dare not dye, If] werein the cafe .of fuch 
or fuch,I durft dye. He that dare not dye, darefcarce. fighe valiant- 
ly. Therefore we have {een in our late ware, thac there is none 
more valiant then thefe two ferts, - ee 
1. Thofe who have conquered thefear of death by the power 
of Faith, eS — | 
3. And thofe who have extinguifht it by defperate prophannefs, 
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and caft ic away through ftupid fecurity.. So much fear as we have| SSS 
ef death, ufaally fo much cowardize in the:caule of: God : ‘How. 
ever its an evident temptation and fnare. Befide the multitude of 
unbelieving contrivances, and difcontents at thie wife difpofals of 
God, and hard thoughts of molt of his providences, which this fin 
| doth make us guilty of : Befides alfo it Joofeth us much precious 
time, and that for the moft part neer ovr end. When time fhould 
| be moft precious of alltous; and when it fhopld be imployed to 
J betcer purpofe, chen do we vainly and finfally waft it, in che fruit- 
lefs iffues of thefe diftra@ing fears :. So.that you fee iow danger- 
ous a fnare thefe fears are, and how- fruitful a parent of*many 
evils. . ee ee es eee pe mf Oe ° . 


= .' % ‘os e . 
2f . 


. SECT. XVIII. 7 «6.38, 
. ae | 
19. Onfider, what a competent time the moft of us have had :'| ) 
« X_Some thirty, fome fourty, fome fifty or fixty yeers. How 
many come to the grave younger, for one that lives to the fhorceft | 
of thefe?. Chilt bimfelf, as is generally thoughe, lived but * thirty! © petvicusand 
three yeersoncarth. Jf ic were to come, as itis paft, you would‘ fome other 
think thirty yecrs a long time. Did you not long ago inyour Mesen } 
threatning ficknefs, think with your felves, O, if I might enjoy but’ ot noloner . 
one feven yeers more, or ten yeers more ! And now yon have en-’ ae ove 
joyed perhaps more then youthen begged; and are you neverthe- fifth yeer oe 
lefs unwilling yet ? Except you would noe die atall, bur defire an , his age. 
immortalicy here on Earch; which is a fin inconfiftent with the 
truth of Grace. If your forcow be meerly this, That you are| 
mortal; you might as well have lamented it-all your lives: For 
fure you could never be tgnoranc of this... Why fhould not aman 
that wonld dye at all, be as well willing ac chirty or fonrty, if God | 
fee it mect, as at feventy or eighty? nay, ufually when che longeft 
‘day is come, men areas loth ta deparcasever. He chat loofeth fo 
many yeers, hath more caufe ro bewail his own negica, then to 
| {complain of che fhorcnels of bis time ;*and .were bettcr lament 
the wackednefs of his life, then thebrevity. Length-of dime doth | 
hor conquer corruption; it never withers, nor decayes through 
age. Except we receive an addition of Grace, as well as: Time, we : 
‘| naturally grow the older the worfe. Lecusthenbe contentéd With)» 
our allotted proportion : And as we areconvinced,that wefhould; 
H.hbhh not 
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. §. 19- 


‘| mbt murmure, againit our affigned degree of wealth, of health, of 


1 IF chop wert fenftble-how Jiccke shou deferveft an hour of chat pa- 


| chou eat shy bread, and have itroa? Ie it not Divine Wifdom 


| teafe is longer, the-fineand sent muftbe the greater. Much time 


a aes 
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honor, and othes thingshere ; fo lecusnot be difcontented with 
aur ajlawed proportion of time: O, my Soul, depart in peace ! 
Haft thou not here’enjoyed .acompeceat thare * As thou would 
not defre an unljmised flare, in. wealth and honor, -fo defice it noe 
in point of time. Jsit fir, chat Gad ar chau fhould be the fharer 2 


rience which thon kaft eajoyed, thou wouldit chink thou haft had a 
large part. Weonldf thei bave chy age called back again ? cank 


that fets the hounds? God will not Igt one have.alt the work, ner | 
‘all che fuffering, nor all che honor of the work: He will honor 
Ahimfelf by vartecy of inftruments ; ‘by various perfons,and feveral 
ages, and not by one perfan os age; Seging chou haft.a@ed thine 
‘own part, and finifhed thine appojgited courfe , come down con- 
tentedly, chat q¢hers may facceed ; who muft have their turns as| 
well asthou.. Asof ajlocker outward things, -fo alfo of thy cinft 
and life; thou mayeft as well have tqo much, asteo little: Onely: 
of God, and eternal life, thou canft never enjoy too guich, nor 200 
long. Great receivings, will have great accounts s where the | 


hath much duty. Is it not as eafie to.anfwer for the receivings 
and the duties, of thirty yeers, asof anhundred? Beg therefage | 
| for Grace to improve it beccer ; but be consent with thy (hare of 
time, ‘ aoe so We 


? SECT. XIX. | 

10. 7 “Onfider, thouhafthad acompotéency of che comforts. of 
-  uilife, and not of naked time alone. God might have made |. 
thy life a mifery ; cill chou hadftbeen as weary of poffeffing iz, as 
‘thou art mow afraid of loofing it; If-he had denyed thee cite 
benefitsand ends of living, thy life would-have been but 2 flender 
comfort. They in Hell have life as well as we, aad longer far then |. 
they defire : God might hawe fuffered thee to have confamed thy | 
days in ignorance, or co have fpent tby fife ro the laft-hour, before | 
he bronght chee home tohimiclf, and given thee che faving Know- | 

ledg of Chrift ; and.then thy life had-been thort, though thy time 
long, But he hath opened thinecyes in the morning of thy days. | 

= | | and 
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and acquainted thee betimés with ché trade of thy life. I know | 
tte beft aré but eh ar loytérérs, and fpend not theft time ac. | 
cording’ to its worth ; bur yet hé chad hath an hundred yeers time, | 
arid loofettri¢ all, lives not fo fong'as hé that hath but twenty, and | 
beftowsit well. Irs too foon co go to Hell at an huridred yeers 
old, arid not too foon to go to Heaven atewenty. The means 
are to bé valued -in reference to theirend-: Thats the beft means, | 
which fpeedilieft and fureft obtainech. thé erid. He that hathen- 
joyed moft of the ends of life, hath had the beft life, and not he | 
thac hath frved longeft. You thatare acquainted with the life of |, 
(|.Grace, what if you live but twenty or thirty yeers ? would yous 
change it fora thoufand yeers of wickednef? God might have [et } 
youhaye lived like the ungodly world, and then you would have 
{had caufe to be afraid ofdying: We have lived in a place and cime 
‘of light ; in Exrope, not in Afia, Africa.or America; in England, | 
net in Spain ot Italy ; in thé Age when Knowledg doth moft }j 
abound, and not in our foréfathers days of datknefs’; we havé 
lived among Bibles; Sermons, Books, and Chriftiaris. Asone Acre 
of fruicfol foy!l, is better then many of barrén Commons ; as the 
pot Mfion’ of a Kingdom for oneyeer, isbetter then a leafe of a 
Cottage fortwenty; fo twenty or thirty yeers living in fuch @,} 
place, or age,as we, is better then Afethufelahs age, in the cafe of || 
moft of the world: befides. And thall we not then be contented | 
with oar preportion ? If we who are Minifters of the Gofpél, |! 
have feen abundant fruic of our labors; tf God hath bleifed our. | 
Naborsin feven yeers,more then fome others in twenty or thirty ; if 
‘God have made us the happy; (though unworthy) means, of | 
‘converting and faving more fouls at'aSermon, then fome’ better}! 
‘mew in all- their lives; what caufe have we to complain of the |: 
(hortnefs of our time In the work. of God ? would unprofitable, | 
. Kunfucdefeful preaching have beencomfortable? will it dous good 
‘rortabor to little purpofe, fo we may but labor long ? Ifour deftres | 
of fiving,.are for the fervice of the Chureh, -as our deceitfot hearts| 
lare Mill pretending, then.fure if Godihonor us todo the more | 
ifervice, though inthe leffer time, we have our defire, _ God will 
have each to have his (hare ; when ‘wéhave had ‘ours, fee us reft 
contented: Perfwade then chy: backward ‘foul to ite duty, and} . 
arpue down thefe dreadful thoughts : Unworthy. wretch 1 Hath. 
thy. Father alowed thee fo eee cauled Syn. _— 

Hhhh 2 ae Oo) 
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fo well? and given thee thine abode in pleafant places? and filf- 


ed up al{chy life with mercies? .and doft chou now think thy {hare 


J too fmali? is not-chac which thy life doth want inlength, made| 


upinbredth, and weight, and fweetnefs? “Lay all cogether, and 
fook about thée, and tell me; how many of chy neighbors have 


— (more? how many ia all the Town or Countrey, have had a betrer 


(harethenthou? why mighteft.not chow kave been one of the 
thovfands, whofe carkafles thou halt feen fcattered as Dung on} 
the Earth ? or why mighteft noe thouhave been one shats ufelets | ° 
inthe Church? afd an unprofitable burden tothe placethou liveft 
in? What a multitude of hours of confolacion? of deligheful 


_| Sabbaths ? of pleafane ftudies 2 of precious companions 2 of won, 


derous deliverances ? of excellent opportunities? of fruitful la- 
bors ? of joyful tidings? of fweet experiences? of aftonifhing 
providences hath thy life partalled of ?. fo that many a hundred 


| who have each of them lived an hundred yeers, have not alcoge-. 


"Judges g. 28. 


ther enjoyed fo mych. And yet art chou not fatisfied with thy tor? 
Hath thy life-been fo fweet, that chou art loth to leave ir? isthac! 


‘the chanks thou returneft co him, who fweerned it to draw thee to 
his own: fweetnefs ? Indeed, if this had been all thy portion, J 


could not. blame thee to be difcontented : And yet fec me cell chee 
too, That of all thefe poor fouls, who have no other portion, 
but receive all their good things inthis life, there is few or none 
even of them, who evet had fo fulla fhare asthy felf. And haft 
chou not then had.a fair proportion, for one chat muff thortly have 
Heaven befides ? © foolifh Soul! would thou wert as covetous 
after cternity, as thou art for a fading perifhing life! and after the 
bieffed prefence of @od, as thou art for continuance wich Earth 
and Sin | Then thou wouldft rather look through the windows, aud 
cry through the lattifes, Why 2s bis chariot fo long aconiing? Why 
sary the Wheels of bis’ chariots ? Hovy long Lord! Hovv 
ong! _ ye Peo 


SECT. XX 
11, G7 ‘Onfider, vvbat if Ged fhould grant thy defire, arid let 
~ * AKcuothee live yet.many yeers? but vvithal fhould ftrip thee of 
the comforts of life, and deny thee the mercies yvhich thou haf | 
hitherco enjoyed ? Would this be a bleffing vvorch the begging 
7 Or? 
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for? Might not Godin judament give thee life, as he gaverhe|. . 
1 | murmuring J/raelites Quails ? orashe oft times gives men riches. |: 
|| aad bonos,, when he fees chem over-earnelt for ik? Mighthenotj> 


juttly fay co thee, Secing thou hadft rather. linger on.earth, then 
come away and enjoy my prefence ; feeing thou art fogtcedy of | 
fife, takeit, and acurfe with it; never lec fruit grow on jc. mote, |. 
nor the Sun of comfort fhine upon it, northe. dew of my bleffing |: 
ever water it: Let thy table..e:a fnare, fet thy: friends be chy. 
forrow ; let thy riches be corrupted,.and the ruft of thy filvergacy 
thy flefh. Go hear Serinons as long asthou wilt, buc lec never.| 
Sermon do thee good more ; lec all chou hearelt make againft thee, 
and incredfe the fmart of thy wounded fpirit + JF thou love 
Preaching better then Heaven, go and preach rill chou be aweary, 
bat never profit foul more. Sirs, what if God thould thus chaltife 
our inordinate defires of fivisig, v a icnot juft ? and whae good}. 
would our lives then dous? Seeft thou not fome that {pend their. 
days on their cowch in groaning 2? and fome.in, begging by'the |. 
high-way fides ? and others irPteeking bread froth.door to door? 

and moft of the world in laboring for food and rayment, and 
living onely that they may live, and loofing the ends and benefits | 
of life? Why, what good would fuch a-life do thee, were tt ; 
never fo long? when thy foul (hall ferve thee onely in ftead of |: 
Salt, tokeeprhy body From ftinking 2 God might give thee life, |. 
till thou art weary of living ; andasglad to be rid of-it, as Zadas |: 
or eFhitophel ; and make thee like m miferable Creaturesin 
the world, whacan hardly forbear layiffg violent hands on them- |' 
felves. Be not therefore fo iaportunate for bife ; which may prove 
a judgment, in ftcad of a bleffing. a A A : 


12. Opes how many of the precious Saints of God, of 
. yall agesand places, have gone before thee? Thon art not 
coenter anuntrodden path, nor appointed firft to break the Ice. |- 
Except onely Henoch and Elsas , which of the Saints have fcaped 
|| death ? And art thoubetter thenthey 2? There are many miffions | — 
}! of Saints dead, more then do now remain on Earth. What a 1 
'T’ number of thine own bofome friends, and intimate acquaintance, | ' 
and companionsin dury,are now there ? and why fhouidft thou be |. 
| - Hhbh 3” fo 
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- | { loth to foffow 2° Nay, hath not Jefus Chrift hinfelf gone this 
way ? hatirhe not fanctified the grave to-ds? arid pe med che 
dott: with his own body? And arc thou foth to fellow-hanttree > 
O rather fet as fay as Thoma, Let ns alfa go, and die with him; 
ot rather, léc'us fffer with him, that we may be gforified togecher 


with his. a: ; - : _ 
} Many fitch like Confideétations might be added, as that Chrift 
- 4 ath caken ouc'the fting : How'light che Saints have made of ic ; 
how cheerfully the very Pagans have entertained it,¢c.Butbecaufe 
alfthats hitherto fpoken, is alfo conducible to the famt purpofe, 
I-pafs ttiem-by. Tf what Hath been-faid, will'not perfwade, Scrip- 
ture and Reafon have liteleforee, © 1° | co 
_ Thave faidthe more on this fabjeM; firrding it fo needful ca-my 
felf'and others i finding that among fo many Chriftigns, who-coutd 
do and fuffer much for Chrilt, there’s yet fo few that can willingly 
die ;_and.of many who frave fomewhat fabdued: other corrupti- 
ns, fo few have got che conqueft ofthis. Thiscaufed me co draw 
sent igi from the quiver of Scripture, and (pend them 
peain it, ie ge gabe, tie 


oe SET. SMI 
| Em onely yer Anfwer foie Objections, and f conclude this 


r. Objet: O, Tf I wengpbut certain of Heaven, I thould then 
never {tick at dying. = a 8 
 efefe: 1. Search, for alfthat; whether fome of: the foremen- 
tioned c.ufes may not be in fault, as‘welf as this.- 
, % Didft thou nor fag fo long ago? Have you ‘hot bees ist this 
{ong this many yeers? if yoware yet ancertain, whofe faule is it ? 
you have had nothing elfe todo with your lives, nor no gregcer 
matter then thistominde. Were you nerbetter prefently fall ro 
rae a cil you have: grt the Qiheftton: aut of doubt 2 Mult} 
God ftay while vou trifle? andimott his patience be continued ro 
cherith your negligence ? Ifthou have played the loyzerer,do fo no, 
longer: Go fearch thy foul, and follow thefearch’clofe, till chon- 
come toactear-difcovery, Begin tonight, fay not till the nex 
morning. Certainty comes norby lengeh of time; bur by the blefs+ 
ing of the Spirit upon wife and faichfultryal: Youmay — 
us’ 


See ee, Pe ake” ee Ade rl I a _—." 
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thastwenty yeers more, and be ftill as uncertain as now you 7 


are. 


deficient in that aswell as in other things: They who think the | 


Apoftle fpeaks abfolutely, and not comparatively, of a perfec 
affurance inthe very degree, when he mentions a Plerophory or 


3. Aperfett certainty may not be expected : we thall fill be. | 


Full affurance, I know no reafon, but they may expect perfection | — | 
in all things elfe, as well asthis. VVhen yon have done ail, you |. 
will know this but in parc. . If your belief of that Scripture, which |’ | 


faith, Beleeve, and be faved, -be imperfe& ; andif yourknowledg, 


whether'your own deceitfal hearts do fincerely beleeve or not, be 


‘|imperfe@; or if but oneof thefetwvo be imperfect: the cofult or | 


conclufion mutt needs be foroo. .1f you vvould then ftay till you | 
are perfectly certain, you may ftay for ever : if you have obtained | 
affurance but ifome degree, or got buc the grounds for aflurance | 


laid; it is then the fpeedieft, and furelt vvay, to defire rather to be. 


aronnds and a(forance be fully perfect. 


4. Both yoursffurance, and the comfort thereof, .is che gift of. : 


the Spirit, vvho is a free beftovver : And Gods ufual time co be |. 
| fargeft in mercy, is when. his people are deepeft. in neceflity. A 


— 


mercy in feafon, -is the fyveeteft mercy. 3 could give you here a-'|, 
bundance of late examples, of thofe vvho have languifhed for | 
affucance and comfort ; fome all their ficknefs, and fome mol of | 
their lives ; and vvhen they have been neer to death, they have | 


received: tn eee: Never fear death then through imperfecti- 
| ons of affurance: for thatsthe moft ufual time ofall, when God 
| mot fally-and {vveerly beftowvs it. ; a 


$ 


SECT. XXlIn .- 


uickly in Reft: For then, and never till chen, vw borh-the | 


S230 | 


hath made meufeful in my place ; fo- that che lofs will be to | 


many, or elfe, me thinks, Icouldwviflinglydie 6s. 
 finfu. This may be the cafe af fome ;. bur yer remember, the 
Iheare tedeceitfal: Godis oft brevendees yvhen our felves ate in- 
tended. Butif this be ic thatdde 


|| (7 28 20, but the Churches neceffities are great, and God |. 
| 


ks yvith thee indéed, confider, 7 


| VVike-thou — to be vvifer then God ? doth notke knowv howv | - 


| ia provide 


} . : 7 
: ok 
a 7 : 7 eS gi Oe Tare, 


or 


ox his Church ?- Cannot he do his vvork vvithout. thee ? | 


596 1 - Lhe Saints everlafting’ Reft. 
_or finde ouc inftruments enough befides thee ? Think not'too high- 
‘| ly of thy felf, becaufe God hath made thee ufeful. Muft the Church 
neéds fall when thou arc gone ? “Art. thou the foandation on which 
its built ® Could God cake away. a Afofes,an Aaton, David, Elias, 
oc. and finde fupply for all their places? and cannot he alfo finde 
fupply for thine? This is to derogate from God too much, and 
to arrogate too much.unto thy felf. Neither art rhou fo merciful 
as God ; nor canft love the Church fo well ashes As his intereft 
is infinitely beyond thine, fo is his cendercare and bounty. But of 

this before... | _ | eS 
Yet miftake me not in_all that Ihave faid : I deny not but that 
‘itis lawful and neceflary for a Chriftian upon both the foremen- 
tioned grounds, to defire God: to delay his deach ; both for a fitr. 
ther opportunity of gaining affurance, and alfo to be further fr- 
viceable tothe Church. Bur firft, This is nothif¥ to their cafe 
who are {till delaying, and never willing; whofe true difconcents 
| * | are at. deathgrfelf, more then at the unfeafonablenels of dying ' 
Secondly, Though fuch defiresare fometimes tawfbl, yet muft they 
| be carefully bounded and moderated ; to which end are the form- 
‘er confiderations. “We mutt not be tog abfolate and peremproty 
J ia our deftres ; but cheerfully yield to Gods difpofal: The righectt 
temper is that of Panis, to bein a ftceight between two ; defiring 
‘to dépatt, and be with Chrift, and yet toftay while God will have 
‘ws, todo the Church theucmoft fervice. But alas,we are feldom in 
| this ftreight : Our defifes ran out all one way, dnd that for the 
flefh, and hot the Church : Our ftreights are onelyfor fear of dy. 
| ing; and. noc betwixt the earneft defires of dying, and of 
i tiving, ar ee 
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SECT. XXIV. 


(22. Bat istiot death a punifhment of God for fin ? Doth 
Phot Scripture calf itthe King of fearsé And Nature above all 


$. 24. | 


‘ 


other evilsabhorit? 3. Lo | 
| eAnfw. Ne not meddle with that which iscontroverfal in-this - 
Whether Death be properly a pumifhment, or not: But prant.that 
nit felf confidered, it may be called Evil, as being naturally che 
diffolution of the Creature.- Yer being fandtificd co us by Chrift, 
and being the feafon, .atid eccafion of { great aGood, as is the 
= es et 3 — prefenc 


Malum pene, 
vel privatio 
Loni in genere 
Ents non in ge. 
nee Moris. 
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prefent poffeffion of God in Chrift ; ir may be welcomed witha 
glad fubmiffion, - if soc with defire. Chri affords.us-grounde | , 
enougifto comfort us aganlt chis natural Evil - And therefore en- 
dues us with the principle of Grace, to raife usabovethe reach of | 
nature. an: ae ake . ee _ 
For all chofe low and poor ObjeCtions,as leaving Houfe, Goods, |. 
and Friends, leaving our caildren unprovided, cc. I pafs them ’ 
over asof {efér moment, ‘then tocake much wich men of Grace. « 
' s E CT.” X x V. %, ‘a : @ : | : | §. 25 
W Aftly, Underftand mein this alfo, That Ihave fpoke al! this to | For comfort 
| Lite aithful fon!, I perfwade not the ungodly from fearin nels Death 
‘| deach ; Itsa wonder rathes, that they fear it no more; and {pend | of Friends, 
not their days incontinual horror, as. is faid before. Truly, bue rh Nine Con. 
thac we know.aftone is infenfible, and ahard heart is dead and paises 


ftupid, or elfe a matt would admire how poor fouls casf live in cafe: | cell 
and quictnels, that mul® be turned out of thefe bodies intacver- | 
fafting flames | Or chat be nor fare, at leaft, if they fhould die chis |‘ And his fol 
night, whether: they thall lodg in Heaven or Hell the next ; efpe- 
cially when fo many: are called, and fo few chofen ; arid the Righ~ 
teous themfelves are-fearcely faved * One would chink fuchmen 
fhould eat their bread with trembling ; and the thonghts of chelr: 
danger (hould keep them waking in the night ; and they fhould fal! | 
prefencly a Searching themfcives ; nee ee ‘and’ | 
crying toGod, Thar if. it were polfible they might guickly be ong’): 
of this danger, and fothcic hearts be'freed from horror! Ford: 
matito quake at the thoughts of death, that‘looks by it to be dif. 
poffeffed of his happincts, and‘knoweth noc whether he isnext co. 

0; thisisno wonder. But for the Saints to fear their paffage | 
by Death co Ref, this isan wnreafonablehugcfulFeay, 
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ma have. now. by the guidance of, she ordof she 
he Lord., amd by. the-affiftamec.of his Spits, thewed 
mm youthe nawre of, the-Reft of. che Sniats ;. and:ac-{ 
A Vater qidisted you wich fone datigs ia relation theraro.: 
Susp: Vs coms now co the-closg of ally, bogpret you tq 
Ren ee a: great-duty 4 Which I chiefly, intended, whee I- 
bague this fubject, and have bese.telerved:s to she falt place;. be- 
_cuufe EKnow hearers are wloally of flippery memorigs yer ape to: 
“retain the laft thas isfpoken; ‘though eitey forget’ all chat wene be. 
‘fore. Deay fritads, .its, pity that-either you onl, fhould Forget: 
‘apy thing of that-which.doch (a néerly concéritua, as chis Eeernal 
Ref of the Sajnts doch, Bug if you sault neetls forget. fomething ; | 
ler,it be any thing elfe, rather then this; fetit:be rather all thar I 
have hitherto faid (though I hope of better). thes chis.ene tnfaing 
Ufe. a CUETO a eke ee? Gea 
_ IsthereaReft, and fuch a Reft remaining for us? Why then age 
‘our thoughts no more upon it ? why ere not our hearts continually 
there ? why dwell we not there, in conftant contemplation? 
Sirs, Ask ycut hearts in good earneft, what is che caufe of this neg- 
lett o ‘are we reafonable in chis? or, are wenore Hathche Erére 
nal God provided us fuch a Glory, and promiied to take usup, ro 
dwell wich him{clf?-and is-not this worth the thinking on? Should. 
| not the ftrongcft defires of our hearts Leatteric? and che daily f 
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Sure] am,-whére God hath forbidden us toplace our dg ake 
The} 


ner takenup with. thosttvus. of Glory 2. andiour fouls more acy) 
cedtomed cotaelcdcbightfld: Micdirations ? .Aré-eve (a full of joy; 
shatreveniedd ne moses ‘woikthere-nomactes in:Hedven, foroud 
joyous thioughis ? obrachontrensriouheans: carnal and blechith 4 
.} Barchevill cotky aly: -Hadvie mone tpiit, iorzduld be ochesvvile 
, > Levies Qs, As the Poms ule co oaltce che gromnd tho Boog of Efsher, 
: Hu fore chey. road itibocaufe tic: Name of Gad pine 8 _Aud.ag! 
| Aan calt by Cidensesaw cualgs, beaut they 00 sanednoorhe | 
“Vache -of Jelue :. So” lee us hambto and cat down chefe fenlaal' 
ofa liiia °° hearel - 
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beacts that have, intbgang;mote of Ghrilt ‘and Glory -.-s. we} 
| thquld:iewmomineuc duties: any, farther chen fompywhas of Chast js |. 
‘incthem.-fo Geonld we. no: fngehey wn omc -hearcg: And as- we 
(hould delight inthe creatures np further then they haveweferance: 
“Sto Chat and Exernity ; -fofbould, we no further approve.of, our 
own hearts. Jf three were. ditde of Chult and sipeayen..in our |: 
- |pmopehs,but.the word were she ongly. fubg Qof-our fpacchesahen |’ 
“all would, a¢count us co be uinggdly ;.why thea: may wenor-call || 
jour bearts ungodly, that have fo little delight in Chrft.gnd Hea: |) 
+) ven ® Akoly congne- will notexcufeog fecnre a profane heare. Why || 
eer onaunce.his Difciples eyes and cares {o,bleited, bur as 
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Lahey were.the doprs $0 lés.un Chrift-by hig Works-and Words inzo |: 
't theirs hearts >: Oybleffed are theey'es that fo fee, and the eats that. fo |’ 
hear, chat che heart as thereby raifed Eo this biefled heavenly frame. 
} Sirs fo much of your hearts.as.isempey off-hrilt and heaven, let ic |' 


befilled with fhame and.forrow,iand nocwitheale, ... -- . 
Eo ys ee aR ee ee a ae ake Pie a 
‘hf. -, ie 3 eet ek. os ee ed ee he . cea 
§. 2. ° 4 is rae oe is “SECT. TY. : ; i. | c 


A Oe gi eos : aig 3 2 Pag SF 2g . 
‘BY: let me. tysm sty. Reprehenfon to Exhortation, Fast you 
would tuen this Convidtien into Reformation, And I haye 
the more. hope; beeayfe Lbere addrefs/my felf to men: of Con- 
fciencejthat dare not wilfully dlobay God,aad to menwhofe Re-. 
dations to4sodare:many amd neer, and checefore methinks chere 
fhould need the fewer words to perfwade their hesttste him: Yea,. 
_| becaufe J {peak to no other men, bur onely them-whole porrion is 
there, whofe bppes are there,and who have forfaken, all chagchey 
may enjoy this: glagy ;.and thall 1 be difcoucaged from per4vading 
fuch tobe, beavenly. minded ? why, fellew ChriQians; ifyou will 
not hear and obey , who will ?. well may we be. difouraged to ex- 
hort, the poor, blinde, ungodly.wosid, and, may fay, a8 ALo/es, 
‘Exod. 6,12. Behold the Childrenof \racl beve.seohearkaed unto mee, 
bow. then foall Pharoah bear. we? Who-ever.ceeou art uncrefore that 
‘ readeft chefe lines,.I require thee,as houcendreft thine. Allegiance 
to the God of Heaven, as ever chou hopeft for a pact in this glory, 
| chac chou prefently take thy hearg to rask.; chide it for its. wal 
-| trangeneis co God ; turn thy.thoughta from-the pui fue of Yanicy, 
| bend chy foul co ftudy Exernity, bufte ic abour the: Itfe.cq come ; 
habicuate chy felf.co. {uch contemplations, and-iet noc thofe 
| . | thou; hrs 
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thoughts be feldom and curfory, but fercle upon them, dwell here, 
Hache thy fowl in heavens Delights, drench thine affections‘in thefe 
riversof pleafore,‘or rather in this fea of Confolacion; and if 
,| thy backward foul begin co flag, and thy loofe thoughts to fly-a- 
| broad, caft them back, hold chem to, their work, puc them on, 
bear not with their lafinefs, do not connive at one negle&; and 
_| wheathou haftonce in obedience toi God tried this work,and fol- 

fovved'on till thowhaft gec acquainted with it, and kept aclofé 
guatd upoa thy. thonghts cil they ate accuftomed ‘to obey, and 
ull choa halt got fome maftery over them, thou wilt chen finde chy 


wilt then finde indeed, thac. there is fweetnefs inthe work and way 
-of God, and thac che life of Chriftianiey isa life of Joy ; Thou wilt: 


and panted, and groaned after, and which fo few Chriftfans do 
ever here. obtain; becaufe they know not this way to chem, or elfe 
make not confcience of walking.inir, v | 


fain perfyade-your fouls co practife: Beloved friends:and Chri- 
{ay neighbos,- who heat methis day, lee-me hefpeak your con- 
{ciences in the name of Chrift, aod: command you by the Autho- 
rity J. have received from Chrift, chat you faichfully fet: upon this 
weighty dary, and fix your é¢ye more ftedfaftly on your Reft, and 
daily delight in che fore-choughts thereof. I have per{waded -yau 
to many other duties, and (Lblefs €s0d) many of you have obeyed, 
and I hope never co finde you atthat pals, as co fay when you. per. 
ceive the-command ofthe Lord, that you will ret be perfwaded, 
nor obey. if I fhould,, it were high time tobewaf your mifery : 
Why, you may almoft as well:fay, we will not obey, as.fic Aill and 
not obey, .Chriftians, Iebefeech you; as you take me for your 
Teacher, and havecailed me thereto, fo hearken to this Do@rine ; 
ifever I thal prevail with yoy in any thing, Ict,me prevail wich 


fure. Do you not remember, thac when you called me to-be 
your Teacher, you promifed me under your. hands,thac you wotild 
faithfully apd con{cionably endeavor che- recciving every truth, 
and obeying every command, which J fhould fromthe Word 
| of God manifelt to you? I- now charge your promife upon 
you; Inever delivered co yon a more apparent Truth, nor prcft 

ws vy 
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felf m che fuburbs of Heaven, and as it.wete in anew world; thou’ 


meet with thofe abundant .confolations, which thou ha{t prayed, 


_ “You fee the. work now before you :. Thi 7 this is ic'that I would’ 


you in this, to fer youf heart where you expect a Reft and Treas. 
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upon yau'a more apparent duty, then this? If} knew you swoald | 
noc obéy, what fhould.I do here preaching. # Not thaeI defirey 
| ro receite it chiefly as From'me, bute as from Chrift; onavhofe Mef- 
fage I come, . Me thinks, ifa childe thould fthew-you Scripenre, and 
(peak to you the Word of God, you thould noc dareta Bi bey: it. 
Do not wonder that Fperfwade you fo earneftly:;' chough indeed 
| if we were. truly reafonable ia: fprricual ‘chings, as we'arein cet 
*mon, it would be a’ real Wonder that men Thowidineedfdymuch 
| perfwafion, to fo {weet and plain a duty; buc 1. knowsthec mplg- 
-| ment is high, the heart is ¢archty; and-well ftilt draw beek,: the 
_ [:temptatious and hin@evanees will be: mamy-and-geeat,' arid chere- 
fore { fear, befote we have dont, and iatd openimore fully dheina- 
| twreof the Duty, ‘that you will-confef8:all : chefe- petfwahohs Tele 
enough ; The Lord grant theyprove nor ‘fo coo Iretie, ab co failiof 
fuccels, and heave youwas. they Gnde you = Say pee). we ave unabic 
-to fee ear own ‘hearts on heaven, chidmaft be. rkewerk af Ged ; 
| only, and therefore all yourEahorcation is in-vain ; for J ecllyen , 
“| though God be the:chiefidifpaler-of ‘your hearts, yee: next-unider 
hin you have the preatelt command of them your belgesgand a’ 
j grcae power in ghe ordcring of yorowin thenghes, and forde- 
termining yeur own willsin: their choice ; though withoat Chrift 
‘you can do nothing, yee undér him you may do muck; avd mifido 
much, or elfe it will be undone, ‘and you undone terough your 
_| neglect; Do your own parts,and youhaveno cadiie to diftruftrbe- 
ther Chrift will dohis: Do ndc your! evn contiences tel you, 
‘| when your thoughts fy abroad, ‘thac you might do more then pau 
}do Co reftrain them 2 and when your Hearty lye flat: and neg ledt 
| Bremaity, and, feldom minde. the Joys befbre you. chac mok-of 
this negic& is wilful ? Ifyou be to ftudy a'fet Speech,youcan Fce 
; yeurthoughts to the intended Subjcy if a Minifter be eo fudy 
4 Sermon, he can force his thoughts co the moft faving Fraths, aad | 

‘that withont any fpeciall grace: migfft moc a rrue ‘Cciltisn cher: 
minde more the things of the-life ro come if he did nor nepledt re 
_fexerciie chat awchoricy over his own chonghes, which God ‘hath 
‘| given kim -? efpecially’ in fuchya work asshis, where he may Mer 

contidency expect the affi‘tance of: hed who aleth noc te for 
f fake-his people ia che work he fete themon. If a-carnat Mine: 
| | ap make it bts Work,to Rudy ebouriChritt and heaven, through all 
bis life time, aad-all: becaufe it is the trade he fives by, and knows 
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not how to fi : 7 
fefina Thould-fradg as cohitanely the, Joys of heaven, becaufe #t is the 
véty bafinelS he lives for, and thar the place he mutt bein for ever? | 


be tate itnot himfelf: Me-thinksthen, you for whom it ispre- | 


would rhiak inno great pains neither 4 


no great Whore cat 
needs i€any great invicarion thescte ; Chriftians, if your fouls , 
wire fond and cigktchey would perceivd incomparably more J, 


tod heard feces in Knowing, Thinking, Believing, Losing, 
and ejoyeing inyour fenire: Blefiedacis in the fruition of Gad, |: 
then the fuurdcht fomack Endes in ita fond, of the ftrongelt fenfes 
in the edjeyinent of. thairobjedts ; f0 lictle painful would this work 
betstonjandsfo fittlethavld] nedd to peels you to ig: its No great 
painsita you.to pink ofa fend, Sr any thing elfe thagyou deasly- 
love; antae lictle avouldit be co ghinkof Glory, .ifyourloye and 
deliate veere truly diere if yeit do but fee forag Jewel, or Trea- |" 
fares yearaced ot aes BY co ftir up your defires, the | 
véry fight of ir iemotive Cnowgn ; if you fee the fire when-you arc } 
cold, or fee Shonfa:in-a Rornly days or feea fafe harbor from the |" 
-cempeftuons (exs,-you need not be 60 rf: 


, be told what ule to make of it: |: 
‘the. Gghs doth prefearly direct yout thoughts: you think; you}. 
look, youlong,till you do obtain it, Why chould it not be fo in 
che pr ink. cater Sits one word: t ak, cofhaew.yau this Crown. 
and Glory ofthe Saints _ihould beemorive-crough fo make you 
dcfietits to thew you bao Harbou whers you may be fafe from | 
ah: dayerts Gould .fooo teach you . what ufe co make of. i",]: 
and. (ould bend yous daily Qndies towards tt 5 but becante JF 
lerowewstile we-hase fled adobe 85. and any remnants of that cas 
eel mindeywhich is.enmity-1o Goo; ane corthis noble works that | 
aft morives tre-little.cnougily ard becaule my own,aed others fad; 
experiences relt ne -bow:shardly the belt, arc drawn to a conftancy | 
| and faichfulnets in-chis dures" © yrillherelay down fome moving {- 
| Canaderations, which ar you vel but -vouchfafe £0, ponder, 
chrouphty, and defiberacely vveigh vvithad impartial, Ja gmrent, | 
' doabt nor bur they yvall prove effectual vvich your-heatts, and 
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| make you refolve. upon chis excellent duty. I pray you’ friends, 
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tet chem not fall to the ground, but cake chem up, and try them, 
and if you finde they concern you, make much of chem, and obey 
them accordingly. — fe hee ee | 
oe yey SECTNE Co, 
1. QO7Onfidér, a heart.fet upon hedven, will be one of che mot 
— ” ALounqueftionable evidences of chy. fincerity, and.aclear dif- 
covery of a true work of faving grace apon thy foul, You are 
much in enquiring after Marks of fincerity, and I blame you nog, its 
dangerous miftaking when 4 mans falvation lies upon ic. : Youare 
oft asking, How fhall iknow thac & amtruly fanctified 2, Why, 
here is a mark chat will not deceive ypu , if youean emly fay thar 
you are poffeffed of it ; Even,.a heart fer upon Heaven. Would 
you have a fign infall‘ble, not from me, or from.ché mouth 6f any 
man, bur from the mouth of Jefus Chrift himfelf ,. which all the e-. 
nemies of the ufe of Macks, can Jay no.exception againjt? Why 
here is firch-a otic, Afat. 6.21. Where your treafure i, there will 
your hearts be alfo, Know once alluredly where your-heare is, and 
you may eafily know that your creafure is theres. God iethe Saints 
| Treafure and happinefs : Heaven is the place where they mult ful- 
ly enjoy him : Aheart therefore fet upon heaven, is no more, buts 
heart fet upon God, defiring after this fall enjoyment: And furely a 
heart fer upon God through Chrift, is che truck evidence of faying 
|.grace. External actions are eafielt difcavered ; bat chofe pf che 
heart are the furelt evidences. When thy learnag will be no good 
proofofthy grace; when thy knorwledg, thy duties and chy gifts 
will fail chee, when Argumentsfrom chy congue and thy hand may 
be confucedsyet chen will chisArgumenc from the bent of chy heart 
prove thec(incere. Take a poor Chriftian chat can fcarce {peak 
crue Englifh abour Religion ,*that hath a weak underftanding , a 
failing memory , a ftammering tongue; yet his heart is-fec on 
God, he hath chofen him forhis Portion, his thoughts. are.on E- 
ternity, his defires there, his ne there ; hecryes our, O chac 
I were there; he takes-chat day fer-a time of imprifonment, 
- wherein he hath not taken one refrefhing view.of Eternity : I had 
sather dye in this mans condition, and haye my foul in his fouls 
cafe; then in the cafe of him that hath che moft eminent gifts, aad 
is moft admired for parts and dutie, whofe hearc is not chus taken 
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|| wpwith God. The man thac Chrift will finde out at che laft day, 
1 and condemn , for want of a wedding Garmenc, will be he chat 
wants this frame of heart: The queftion will not then be How much 

. | you have known, or profeffed, or talked ? but, How much have | 
you loved, and where was-your heart 2? Why then, Chriftians, as 
you would have a fure teftimony of the love of God, and a fure 
proof of your title’co Glory, labor to get your hearts above. God 
will acknowledg that you really love him, and cake you for faith- 
fal friends indeed, when he fees your hearts are fe¢upon-him. Gee 
bur your hearts once truly in Heaven, and without all queftion|. 
your felves will follow. If fin and Sacan keep not thence your 
affetiions, they will never be able to keep away your perfons, 
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2. {© *Onfider, A heart in Heaven is the higheft excellency of 
your fpiries here, and che nobleft part of your Chriftian 
difpofition : As there is not only adifference between men and 
beafts, but alfo amorig men, between the Noble and the Bafe: fo 
there is not-only acommonexcellenacy, whereby a Chriftian differs 
from che world, but alfo a peculiar noblenefs of (pirit , whereby 
the. more excellent differ from the reft : And this lyes efpecially in 
‘a higher and more heavenly frame of fpirit. Only man of allin-| , se 
ferior creatures , is made with a face directed heaven-ward : | 7... dedie fen 
‘buc other crearures have their faces to the earth. As the ' 
Nobleft:of Creatures, fo the Nobleft of Chriftians,- are chey 
thar arefet moft dire@ ih Pate ie Saul ga ep a choice | 

and ‘goodly man, higher by che head then all the company :|, gue, 0-3. 
fo wieeihe mak choice and goodly Chriftian, whofe head and aarti 
hearcisthus the higheft. Men of noble birth and (pirits, do mind 
high nd greac affairsand noc che {maller things of low poverty : 
Their difcourfe is ofthe councels and matcers of State, of the | 
Govetninent of the Common-wealch,and publike things; and not 
of the Countrey-mans pecty imployments. O,to hear fuch an hea- : 
venly Saint, who hath ferchta journey inco heaven by faich, and | 
hath been wrapt up to God in his contemplations, and is néwly 
come down fromthe veiws of Chrift, what difcoveries he will 
make’ of thofe Superior regions ! What ravifhing expreffions drop 
from his hips! How high and facred ishis difcourfe ] Enough to 
| Kkkk ; ’* make 
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make the ignorant world aftonifhed,and fay,Much ftudy hach made 
them mad : And enough co convince an underftanding hearer, that 
have feen the Lord ; and to make one fay,No man could fpeak fuch 
words as thefe, except he had been withGod. = this, Thjs ts the 
noble Chriftian. As Bucholcers hearers concluded, when he had 
preached his faft Sermon, being carried between two inco the 
Church, becaufe of his weaknefs, and thcre moft adinirably dif- 
coarfed 6f che Bleffednefs of fouls departed this life,Cateros concio 

natores a Bucholcero femper ontnes, illo antem die ctiam ipfum a fefe 
{uperatum, That Bucholcer did ever excel other preachers, but char 


| day he excelled himfelf: fo may I conclude of the heavenly Chrifti- 


an, He ever excelleth the Reft of men, but when he is neerelt Hea - 
ven he excelieth himfelf, As chofe-are che moft famous mountains 
that are higheft ; and thofe rhe faireh trees chat are taleft, and 
thofe the moft glorious Pyramides and buildings whofe tops do 
reach neereft to Heaven ; fois he che choifeft Chriftian, whofe 
heart is moft frequently,and moft delightfully there. 1f'a man have 
lived neer the King, or have travelled to fee the Sultan of Per/ia, 
or the great Terk; he willmake this amatcer of boafting, and 
thinks himfelf one ftep higher then his private neighbors thac live 
at home. What fhall we then judg of iim that daily travels as far as 
Heaven, and there hath feen the King of Kings? That hath fre- 
9 the Divine prefence, and feafteth his foul 
upon the tree.of life ? Formy part, 1 value’ this man before the 
abjeft,the richeft,che moft learned in the world. 


SECT. V. 


3. £ “Onfider, A ‘heavenly minde is a joyful minde: This is the 
neereft and the trucft way to live a life of comfort: And 


|, without this you muft needs be uncomfortable. Can a man be at 
the fire,and not be warm ? or in the Sun-fhinc,and not have Jight 2 


Can your heart be in Heaven, and not have comfort ? The coun- 
treys of Norway, I/land, and all che Northward, are cold and fro- 
zen, becaufe they are farther from the powér of the Sun: But in 
Egypt, Arabia, and the Southern parts, it is far otherwife , where 
they Jive moreneer its powerful rayes. What could make fuch 
frozen uncomfortable Chriftians, but living fo far as they do from 
heaven ? Add what makes fome few others fo warm in comforts, 
_ but 
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bur their living higher then others do? and. their frequent accefs 
fo neer to God? When the Sun in the Spring draws neer our part 
of the earth, how do all things congratulase its approach ? The 
earth looks green & cafteth off her mourning habit:the trees {hoot 
forth; the plants revive, the pretty birds, how fweetly fing they 2 
the face of all things {mile uponus, and all the creatures below 
reioyce. Beloved friends, if we would buc cry this life wich God, 
and would but keep thefe hearts above, what a Spring of Joy 
would be within us? and all our graces be frefh and green ? How 
would the face of our fouls be changed ? and all chatis within us 
J rejoyce ? How fhouldwe forget our winter forrows? and with- 
draw our fouls from our fad retirements ? How early fhould we rife 
| (as thofe birds in the {pring ) to fing the praife of our Great Cre- 
ator. O Chriftian,get above : Believe it,that Region is warmer then 
this below. Thofe that have been there, have found it fo, and 
thofe that have come thence have toldus fo : And I doube not 
but that thouhaft fomecime tryed it-thy felf.. I dare appeal co chy 
own experience, orto the experience of any foul that knows what 
the crue Joys of-a Chriftian are: When isic that you have largcft 
comforts? Is it not after fach an exercife ‘as this, when thou hatt 
got up thy-heart, and converft with God, and calke with the in- 
habitants of the higher world, and veiwed-the manfions of ‘the 
Saints and Angels, and -filled thy foul with’ the forethoughts of 
Glory 2? Ifchou know by experience what this practice ts, 1 dare 
fay thou knowelt what (pititual Joy is. David profeffeth chac the : 
light of Gods countenance would: make his heart more glad then | 
| cheirs ctrat have Corn,and VVine,and Oyl, P/al.4.6,7. 8 AGt,2.28: 
‘out of P/ai.16, Thou (hale fill me full of Joy with chy countenance. 


If it be the countenance of God thar fills ns with] oy;ehen fure ue 
chat draw neereft; and moft behold ic muft needs be fulleft of thete 
Joyes.Sirsdf you never tryed thisArt,nor lived this fife of heavenly | © 
contemplation,1 never wonder that you walk uncomfortably ,that | 
you ase all complaining and live in forrows,& know noc what the 
Joy of che Saintymeans : Can you have comfort from God, and 
never think of himi?. Can Heaven rejoyce you,when you do not re- | 
member ic ? Dorh any thing in the world glad you,when you think 
not onit? Muft not every thing fir enter your judgment and 
| confideration , before it ean delight your heart and affeion? 
4£ you were poffelt of all bg treafure of rhe earth; if you had title 
7 kk 2 ns) 
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tothe higheft dignities and dominions,and. never ehink-on it,fure i 
would never rejoyce you. Whom fhould we blame then,that we are 
fo void of confolation,but our own neghigent unskilful hearts? God 
hath provided usa Crown of Glory,and promifed co fet it fhortly: 
on our heads.and we will fo muchas think onit: He holdeth ir ouc 
in the Gofpel to us,and biddeth us, Behold and Rejoyce; & we will 
not fo muchas look at ic: And yet we complain for wane ef Com- 
fort. What a perverfe courfe is chis, both againft God and our own 
Joyes? I confeffe,though in fiefhly things, the-prefenting of a com: 
| forcing objeG,is fufficient to produce an anfwerable delight, get in 
{pirituals we ase more difabled : God mult give che Joy it felf, as 
well as afford us matter for Joy ; But yce withal,ic muft be remem- 
{ bred , chat God doth work upon us as men, -and in aratianal way 
| doth raife our comforts: He enableth and exciceth us co minde and- 
ftudy thefe delightful obje&ts, and from thence co gather our own 
comforsts,as the Bee doth gather her honey from the flowers: There- 
fore he that is moft skilful and painful in this gathering Art,is ufaal- 
ly the fulleft of.chis fpiricual fweecnefs. Where is the maa that can 
cell me from. experience,that he hath had folid and ufual Joy,in any 
other way-but this-? and that God worketh it immediatly on-bis 
affetions,without the means of his underftanding and confidering? 
Tc is by beleeving that we are filled with Joy & Peace, Rem.15.13. 
‘and no Jonger then we continue our believing.It isin hope that che 
Saints Rejoyce,yea,in this hope of the glory of God, Rem.¢. 2:and 
j no longer then they continue hoping, And here let me warn you of 
a dangerous {nare, an opinion which will rob you of all your com- 
fort: fome think, if they {lrould thus fecch in their own comfort by 
believing and hoping, and work it- out of Scripture promifes,.. and 
exara@t ic by their own thinking and ftudying,that then is would be 
{a comfort only of their own hammering out (as they fay) and not 
the g@nuine Joy of che Holy Ghoft.A defperate miltake, raifed up- 
ona ground that would overthrow almoft all duty,as well as chis - 
whichis, their ferting the workings of Gods Spirit;and their own 
| Spirits in oppoficion, when their fpirits muft ftand isfubordination 
| to Gods : They are conjunct canfes, cooperating to the producing 
of one and the fame effet. Gods Spirit worketh our comfarts,by 
fetting our own fpirits aworkupon the promifes, and raifing our 
thoughts to the placé of our comfarts. As you would delight a co- 
vetuous man by {hewing him gold, or a voluptuous man with flefhe 
| | J 
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ly delights;fo God ufeth to delight his people,by taking them,as it 
were,by the hand,and leading them into Heaven,and fhewing them | 
himfelf,and their Reft wich him.God ufeth not to caft in our Joys. 
while we arc idle,or taken up with other things. Itis true,he fome-.| 
time doth it fuddenly bur yet ufually in the forefaid order, leading 
c into-our hearts by our judgment and thoughts: And his fometime eee 
fadden extraordinary cafting of comforting thoughts into our | - ; 
hearts, (hould be fo far from hindring our endeavors in a medirate- 
ing way, that it fhould bea fingular motive to quicken us Co it; even | 
as a talt given us of fome cordial or choifer food, will make us delire 
and feek the Reft. God feedeth not Saints as birds do their young, 
bringingit co them, and putting it into their mouths, while they 
lye ftillin the neft, and only gape to receive it. But ashe giveth to! 
man the fruits of the earth, the increafe of their land in Corn and 
wine, while we plow, and fow, and weed, and water,and dung,and 
drefs,and then with patience expecet his bleffing: fo doth he give the | . 
joys of che foul. Yee I deny noc, that ifany fhould fo think co work | 
out hisown comforts by meditation,as co attempt the work in bis]. 
own ftrength , and not do all in fubordination to God , nor per- 
ceive ancceffity of che Spirits affiltance ; the work would prove |. 
to be like the workman , and the comfort be would gather would }, 
be like both, eyen meer vanity : Even asthe husbandmans labor |. 
without the fur, and raio,and bleffingofGod. ae 

So then you may eafily fee,that clofe meditation on the matter and |" 
caufe of our Joys is Gods way to procure folid Joy.For my part, if 
I fhould finde my joy.of another kinde, I fhould be very. prone to |- 
doubt of its fincerity.IfI finde a great deal of comfort in,my heart, | 
and know not how it came chither,nor upon what rational ground 
it was raifed, nor what confiderations do feed and continue it, 1} 
(hould be ready to queltion,how I know whether this be fromGod? 
And though,asthe a Benjamins fack,it might come from Love, 
yet ic would leave me but in fears and amazement, becaufe of the 
uncertainty.As Ichink our love to God, fhould not be like that of 
fond Javers,who love violently, but they know not why-fo I chink 
a Chriftians Joy ,fhould bea grounded rational] oy,& norto refoyce 
& know not why. Though perhaps in fome extraordinary cafe,God 
may caft in fuch an extraordinary kinde of joy., yet I think its not 
his ufual way. And ifyou obferve the fpirits of moft forlorn,uncom- 
fortable, defpairing Chriltians, yeu fhall finde the Reafon to be, 
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Ton jam tatty, | their ungrounded e 
tap tiie accordingly are thetr fpirits vacioutly com ed, and moft uncorfanely 
Suma putes, cempered : Sometime-when they meet with {uch Joys (or at leaft 
4m jam tatdu-! think {p,) then they are cheeiful and lifted up, bat becanfe thefe 


| : amo * are ufually thort-lived Joys,therefore they are {trait as low as hell; 


for fetching in our comfort from thefe, fare one comforts would 
be more fetled and conftanc, though not always the fame. Who. 
ever thou art therefore that Readeft thefe lines, 1 intfeat thee in 
the name of the Lord, and as thou valueft the life: of conitanc Joy, 


Fld en -mindednels, and thou (hale ‘finde the increafe a hundred 


a4 ; | SECT. Vi. 7 
4. Sule heart in heaven will be a mo excellent prefer- 
/vative azainit temptations, a -powerfal ‘means to-kill chy 


Curity hach he co move for Execution, and to put on the Sinner to 
Practife what he thinks on Nay, if he finde the minde bur empty, 
‘| theres roum for any thing char’ he will bringin; bur wnen*he 
finds the keart in heaven, what hope that any of his motions fhould 
take ? Lee himentice to any forbidden courte, or thew us the baite 
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of any pleafure, the foul will return Nebemiaes Anfwer, ans doing 


ed.Secondly, By clearing the Underftanding,an 
Will. Thirdly, By prepoffeffing the Affections with thefe highelt 
delights. Fourthly, And by keeping us in che way of Gods bleffing, 

Firft, By Keeping the heart employed; when weare idle, we 
tempt the devil to tenmpt us; as itis an encouragement to a Thief, 
to {ce your doors open, and no body within; and as we ufe to fay, 
Carelefs perfons make Theeves : or as it will encourage an High- 
way Robber, to fee you unweaponed ; fo may it encaurage Sathan, 
to find your hearts:idle; bee when the heart-istraken up wich God. it 


to be luftful.and wantor, ambitious or worldly:If a poor man have 
afnit to any of you, he willnotcome when you are taken op is 
fome great mans company or difcourfe,thats but anill time to (peed. 

If you were but bufied in-your tawful Callings, you would not 
be fo ready co-hearken to Tempiations, much icis if you were: 


the Field 2 or leave’ the quenching of a fire in your houfes, to run’ 
with children'a hunting of Butterflies? vvould a Judg be. per ' 


dearly, to’go-and play among the Boys in the ftrects?‘No more will, 
a Chritian vvhen he is bufte vvith God, and ‘caking a-furvey of his. 
eternal Reft, give ear tothe alluring charms of Sathan, Now vacet 
exiguis, &c. is a-Charaéter of the truly prudent man ; the children 
of that Kingdom fhould never have wvhile for teifles; but efpecial- 


| employment is one-of thé Saints chief prefervatives again{t cempta-. 
tions: For as Gregory faith, Nunquans Dei amor otiofus eff 5 opera- 
tur enim. magua, fs eft : Si vero operari rennit, now eff amor; The 


is;and vvhen it vvill not vvork, it is not love. Therefore being ftill 

thos working, tt is ftill preferving. [ee _ 
Secondly, A heavenly minde ts the freef{ from fin, becaufe it is 
ofclearclt underflanding in fpiritual mattersiof greateft concern- 
ment. A man that is much in converfing above, hath cruer and 
livelyer apprehenfions of things concerning God and his foul, then: 
| any reading or learning can beget : Though perhaps he may be ig- 
 norant 


: \ 
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a great Work, andcannot come, Neh. 6.3. Several ways will this | 
preferve us again{t Temptations.Firft, By keeping the heart imploy- | 
fo confirming the | 


cannot have while’to hearken to Teinpratiogs,t canhot have while | 


Lufied above with God ; ‘Will you leave yout Plow-and Hatvelt zn | 


(waded to rife fromthe Bench, vvhen -he is fitting upon life and} 


ly vwwhen:they ate imployed ‘in the affairs of the: Kingdom ; and this | 


Love-of God is never-idle ; it vvorketh great things vvhen it truly | 
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norant in divers coneroverfies, and matters that lefs concern falva- 
tion, yee chofe truths vvhich muft(tablifh his foul, and preferve 

, ~ | bim from cempragion, he knows far beccer then the greatelt Schol- 

| arsshe hath fo deep an infight into che evil of fin, the vanity of the 
creature, the brutifhnefs of flethly fenfual delights, that eemprati- 
ons have little power on him , for chefe earthly vanities are Sacans 
baites, which though they may take much wich the. undifcerning 
world,yet with the clear-fighted,they have loft their force.Jn vain, | 
faith Salomon,the net ss fpread in the fight of any bird, Pro.1.17. And 
ufgally in vain doth Satan lay his {fares co entrap the foul chat 
plainly fees them ; when aman ison high, he may fee the furcher ; 
we ufe to fet our difcovering Centinels on the highelt place that’s 
| neeruntous, thache may difcernall che motions of the Enemy ; 

Invaindoth the Enemy. lay his Ambtfcado’s when we ftand over, 

him on fome high Mountain, and clearly difcover all he doth: 

When the heavenly-minde is above with Ged, be may far eafier 

| from thence difcern every danger that lyes below, and the whole 

method of the devil in deceiving ; Nay, if be did necdifcover the 
fnare, yet were he likelier far to efcape ic then any o¢hers that con- 
verfe bclow : A net or baice that’s laid on the ground, is unlike- 
ly cocatch the bird that flyes in the Ar ; while the keeps above, 
| the’s out out of the danger, and the higher the (afer ; fos te. with 
us; Sathans temptations are latd onthe carth,, earth is the place, 
and earth the-ordinary baite ; How fhall chefe enfpare the Chrifti- 

1 an, who hath lefc the earth, and walks with God 7. Bur alas, we 

-| keep not long fohigh, bur down we muft co the earth apain, and 

then we aretaken.. a ae 

If converfing with wifeand fearned-men, is the way to make one 
wile and learned, then no wonder if-hetbat converfeth wich God, 
| become wife : Ifmen thartravel about che earth, do think co re- 
curn home with more experience and wifdom how,gmnuch more he 
thac travels to heaven? As the very .Air and. Climate chat we 
moft abide in, do work our bodies ro their own temper; no won- 

der if he that is much in that fublime,and purer Region, have a 

purer foul and quicker fight ; and if hehave af underitanding full 

of light, who liveth with the Sum the Fountain, the Father of 
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imsclagit. Qucd light ; as certain herbs and meats we feed on, do tend to mske our 
a lei veviff fight more clear, fo the foul that’s fed with Angels food, mult needs 
owm, |_| have and underftanding much more clear, then they that dwel and 
: | | 


feed 
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feed on earth, And therefore you may eafily (ee, that fuch a man is 
in far lefs danger of temptations, and Satan will hardlier beguile 
his foul; evenasa wife man is hardlier deceived then fools and 
children. Alas, the mén of the world, that dwell below, and 
» are no other converfacion but earthly, no wonder if their un- 
erftandings -be darkned, and they be eafily drawn to every | 2 Timz.26, 
wickednefs ; no wonder if Satan take them captive athiowill, and| | 
leadethem abour,as we fee a Dog leade a blinde man with a ftring; 
The feggy Air and Milts of earth. de thicken their fight ; the 
{moak of worldly cares and bufinefs,blindes them,and the dungeon 
which they live in, is a land of darknefs: How can Worms & Moles | 
fee, whofe dwelling is alwayesin theearth? while this daft isin 
menseyes, no wonder if they miftake gain for godlinefs, fin for 
grace, the world for God, their own wils for the Law of Chrift, 
and in the iffue hell for heaven;ifche people of Ged will bur cake 
notice of their own hearts, they hall finde their experiences con- 
firming thisthacI have faid. Chriftians, do you not fenfibly per- 
ceive, that when your hearts are feridufly.fixt on heayen, you pre- 
fently become wifer then before ? Are not your underftandings 
more folid? and your thoughts more fober ? have you not trier ap- 
| prehenfions of things then y®u had 2 For my own part, if ever I be 
wile, it is when I have been much above, and ferioufly ftudied the 
ife. Co cogggta’ Me thinks I finde my underftanding after fuch con- - 
templations,as much to differ from what it was before, as1 before : 
&ffered from a Fool or Idioe ; when my underftanding is weakned, 
and befool’d with commion imployment, and with converfing long 
with the vanities below ; me thinks, a few fober thoughts ef my 
Fathers houfe, and the bleffed provifion of his Family in Heaven, 
| doth make me ( withthe Prodigal) cocometo my felf again: 
Surely , when ‘a Chriftian withdraws himfelf from bts earthly 
thoughts, and begins to converfe with God in heaven, he is as 
Nebuchadnezzar, taken from the beafts of the field to.che Throne, 
and hes underitanding returneth co him again, O when a Chriftian 
hath had buca glimpte of Erernity, and chen Jooks down on the 
world again, how do th he befool himfelf for his fin! for rieg- 
lects of Chrift! for his flefhly pleafures ! forhis earthly cares ! 
How doth ‘he fay co his Laughter, Tho art mad}. ind co his vain |. 
Mirth, “Lat doft thon ? How could he even tcar his very fleth, 
and take revenge on himfelf ba om ! bow verily ae 
. THE he 
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he chink chat there fs no rhan in Bed/am fo tly ‘mad, as wiful fin- 
‘ners, and lazy betrayers of their owa fouls, and unworthy 
' fleichters of Chriftand glory ! fe cme. ge 
| This isic chat makes a dying man to be ufually wifer then other 
| menare,becaufe he looks on Erernity,as neer,atid npeing he muft 
‘| very fhortly be there, he hath more deep and heart- piercing 
thoughts of it, then éverhe could have in heaJch and profperity; 
| Therefore it is, chat che moft deluded. finners that were cheated 
wich the world, and bewitched with fin, do then moft ordinarily 
;come to theinfelves, fo far as to have a righter judgment then 
they had ; and chat many of the moft bitter enemies of the Saints, 
would give a world to be fuch themfelves, and would fain dye 
in the condition of thofe whom they hated; even as wicked 
Balaam, when his eyes are opened, to fee the perpetual bleffed- 
nefs of the Saints, willcry out, O that I might dye the death of the 
righteous, and that my laft end might be lke bis: As Witches 
when they are taken, and inprifon, or atthe Gallows, have no 
power left them to bewitch any more; fo we fee commonly the 
moft ungodly men, when they fee they muft dye, and go to ano- |. 
ther world, their judgments are fo cyanged, and their fpeech fo 
changed, as if they were not the fame men, as if they were come 
to their wits again, aod Sin and Satan had power to bewitch. 
i themno more : Yet let the fame men recover, and-lofe their 
apprehenfion of the life tocome, and how quickly do they lofe 
their underftandings with ic? Ina word, thofe that were befoold 
with the world and the flefh,are far wifer when they come to die, 
and thofe that were wife before,are now wife indeed. If you would 
take a mans judgment about Sin, or Grace, or Chrift, or Heaven, 
go toa dying man, And ask him which you were beft to chufe ? ask 
ae him, whether you were beft be drunk or no ? or be luftful,or proud, 
or revengeful or no, ask him, whether youwere beft pray, and in. 
ftruct your Families, or-no? orto fanctifie the Lords Day, or no ? 
though fome to the death may be defperately hardned, yet for the 
moft part, I had rather take a mans judgment then, about thefe 
things,then at any other time,For my own part, if my judgment be 
ever folid, it is whem have the ferioufelt apprehentions of the life 
tocome ; nay, the fober mention of death fometimes, wril.a little 
compote the moft diftracted underftanding. Sirs, do yuu nat think 
(except men are ftark devils) but chat it would be a harder matter 
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to intice aeman to fin, whenhe lyes a dying, then it was before ? 
If che devil or his Inftraments fhould then tell him of a cup of 
Sack, of merry company; ofa Stage-play, or Morrice- Dance, do 
you think fle would then be fo taken with che motion ? If he 
fhould then cell him of Riches, or Honors, or fhew him a pair 
of Cards, or Dice, or a Whore, would the temptation, think you, | - 
be asftrong as before ? would he not anfwer, Alas, whats all this | 
to me, who muft prefently appear before God, and give account 
of all‘my life, and {traitways be in another world ? Why Chri- | — 
ftian, if the apprehenfion of the neernefs of Erernity will work } 
fuch {trange effets upon the ungodly, and make them wifer then | 
to be deceived fo eafily as they were wont Co be in time of health ; 
O then what rare effets would it work vvith chee, and make thee | 
fcorn the baits of fin, if thou couldf{t always dwell inthe views of 
God, and in lively thoughts of chine everlafting {tare 2? Surely, a 
befiever,if he improve his faith may ordinarily fave truer and more 
quickaing apprehenfions of the life to come, in the time of his 

health, then an unbeliever hath at che hour of his death. | 
Thirdly, furthermore, A Heavenly spinde is exceedingly for- 
tified 1gainft remipgations, becaufe the affections are fo chrunghly | 
prepoficffed, with the high delights of another world :| Whether. 
Saran do not wfually by the fenfitive Appetite prevail with che 
Will, wichout any further prevailiug with the Reafon, chen mecr- 
ly co fufpend it, I will not now difpute: Bur douhilefs when the 
foul is noc affeted with good, thorgh che Underltanding do ne- 7, 
ver fo clearly apprehend the Truth, itis caf. tor Satan to entice | 
thae foul. Meer fpecifations, (be they reverfo crue) which fink 
not into the affetions, are poor prefer vatives apainit temptations, 
He that loves moft, and not he chat oncly knows molt will eafily eh | 
refit che niottons offin. There is ina * hriftiana kinds of fpiritual 
tafte. whereby he knows thefe things, befides his meer diicurfive 
reafoning power : The Will doth as {weerly relith goodnefs, as che 
Underftarding doth Truth ; and here lyes much of a Chriffians 
ftrength: Ifyou fhould difpute with a funple man, and labor ro 
periwade him that Suger is not fweet, oF chat Wormwood is not 
bicter ; perhaps you might by Sophiftry over-argue his meer Rea- 
fon, but yee could you not perfwade him agaiolt. his fenfe;, | 
whereas a man that hath loft his tafte, is eafilyer deceived for all his: 
reafon ; Sois ichere ; when thou haft hada freth delighcful — 
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of heaven,thou wile not be fo eafily perlwaded from it you cannot 
perfwade a very childe to part with his Apple, while the tafte of its 
{weetnefs is yet in his mourh.O that you would be perfwaded to try 
this courfe, to be much in feeding on the hidden Adanna, and.to be 
frequently tating the delights oftreaven. Its true, it is a great way 
off from our Senfe, but Faith can reach as far as that. How would 
this raife the refolutions ? and make thee laugh at che fooleries of 
the world? and {corn to be cheared with fuch childifh sayes 2 
Reader, I pray thee tell me in good fadnefs,doft chou think, 1f che 
devilhad fet upon Peter in the Mounc, when he faw Chrift in his 
Transfiguration, arid AZofes and Elias talking with him, would he 
fo eafily have been drawn to deny his Lorde what, wich all chae 
‘| glory in hiseye 2 No, the devil took a greater advantage, when he 
had him in the High Priefts Hall, in the midft of danger and evil |. 
company, when ke had forgotcen the fight on the Mount, and then | 
he prevails : So if he fhould fer soa. @ believing foul, when he is 
taken up in the Mount with Chrift, what would fucha foul fay 2 
Ger thee bebinde me Satan, would{t thou perfwade me from hence 
with trifling pleafures? @nd fteal my heart from this my Reft 2 
wouldft thon have me fell thefe joyes for norBing ? Js there any 
honor or delight Sike this? or can chat be profic which lofeth me 
this? fome fuch anfwer would the foul return. Bur alas, Satan ftaies 
till we are come down, and the tafte’ of heaven is out of our 
mouthes, and the glory we faw is even forgotcen, and then he ea- 
fily deceives our hearts : What if the devil had fet upon ‘Pax/,when 
he was in the third Heaven, and feeing thofe unutterable things ? 
could he then do you think, have perfwaded his heart, co che plea- 
fares, or prafits, or honors of the world ? Ifhis prick in the fleth, 
which he after received, were not affliction, but’ temptation, fure 
it prevailed not, but fent him co heaven again for preferving grace; 
Though the Z/raelites below may be enticed to Idolatry, and from 
eating and drinking to rife up to play, yet AZofes inthe Mount 
with God will not do fo ;and ifthey had been where he was, and 
had but feen what he there faw, perhaps they would not fo eafily 
have finned: If ye give aman Aloes after Honey or fome loathfome 
thing when he hath been feeding on junkets, will he noc foon 
perceive,and fpit ic our? O if we could keep the cafte of our foul 
contioually delighted withthe fweetnefs above, with what difdain 
fhould we fpit out the baits of fin 2 | 


ee Fourthly, 


ae The Saints everlafting Reft. 617 


a eee 


- Fourthly, Befides, whilft the heart is fet on heaven, aman is un-. 

: | der Gods proteGtion,and therefore if Satan chen affaule him,God | 
is more engaged for his defence,and will doubelefs ftand by us,and 
fay, My grace is (ufficient for thee: when a man i8 inthe way of | 
Gods blefling, he is in the lefs danger of fins enticing. | | 

~ So that now upon all this, let me intreat chee, Chriftian Reader, 

_ | If thou be a man thac is haunced with temptation (as doublefs thou 

‘| are, if thou be aman, ) if thouperceive thy danger, and wouldft | 
fain efcape it ;O ufe much this powerful remedy, keep clofe with 
God by-a hasvenly minde ; learn this Art of diverfion, and 
when the temptation cemes, go ftraire toheavén, and turn thy 
thoughts co higher things thou hale finde this a furer help then 
any other refifting whatfoever: As men will do with fcoldia 
women, let them-alone and follow their bofiness, as if they heard 
not what they faid, and this will fooner put them-to filence, then if 
they anfwered them word for word; fo do by Satans temptations, 
ic may be hecaa overtalk you, and over-wit you in-difpute, but fer 
him alone, and ftudy nor his temprations, but follow your bufinefs 
above with Chrift, and keep your thoughts to their Heavenly inse |. 

| ployment, and you will chis way fooner vanqnifh the temptation, 
chen if you argued dr talk’d it out with the Tempter : not but that 
fometime its moft convenient to overereafon him, bur in ordina- 
ry temptations to known fin, you fhall finde it far better to follow 
this your work, and neglect the allurements, and fay asGrynaus 
(out of Chry/oft.) when he fent back Piftorins letters, not fo much 
as openir.g the Seal, Inbonefium eft, boneftane matronans cum mers- 
trice litigare ; Its an unfeemly thing for an honeft Matrone, to be | 
fcolding with a Whore : fo its a difhoneft thing for a Son of God, 
in apparent cafes to ftand: wrangling with the devil, and co be fo 
far at his beck, asto difpuce with him at his eae even as oft as 
he will be pleafedto tempt us, Chriftian, IF chou remember chat 
of Solomon, Prov.15.24. thou fraft the fumm of what I intend, The 
Way of life is above to the wife, to avoide the path of bell beneath ; 
and withall remember Noabs example, Gen.6.9. Noah was + jx 
man, and perfec in his generation, (and no wonder for) Noah Gen,24.40, 
walked with God.; So Umay fay tothee, even asGod to Abraham, | 
walk before God, and thou wilt be upright, Gen, £7.16 - a 
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5. Onfider, The diligent keeping of your hearts on heaven, 
will preferve the vigor of all your graces,and put life into 
all your duties, Its the heavenly Chriftian, chat is the lively Chrifta- 
an. Its our ftrangenefs to Heaven char makesus fodull: Ics the 
{end that quickencth toall the means: And the more frequently 
and clearly chisend is beheld, the more vigorous will all our mo- 
tion be. How doth it make men unweariedly. labor, and fearelely 
venture, when they do but think of the gainful prize ?, How. will 
{ the Souldier hazard his life? and.che Marriner pa throggh fLorms 
and waves? how cheerfully de they compas fea and land, and no 
| difficulty can keep them back, when they think of an-uncertaia pe- 
rifbing treafure.O,what life chen would ic. put into a Chriftians en- 
deavors, if he woujd ey ae of his everlafting Trea- 
fure?. We run fo flowly, and ftrive fo lazily, becanfe we fo kterle 
minde the prize. When a Chriftian hath been tafting the hidden 
Mannz, and drinking of the {treams of che Paradife of God; whac 
life doth this Ambrofs and Neétar put into him ? Haw fervent 
will his (pirie be in prayer,when he confiders that he prayes for no 
lefs then Heaven? If Honech, Elias, of any of the Saints, who 
‘ace now in Heaven , and have partaked of the yifion.of the living 
God,fhould be fent down to the earth again to live on the tearmes 
_| as we now do, would chey noc itrive hard ? and pray earneftly, 
' | rather then lofe that bleffed Reft? No wonder, for they would 
* | know what itis they pray for. Its true, we cannot know ic here fo 
throughly asthey: yet if we would but gcc as high as we-can, and | 
ftudy but thac which may now be known, it would f{trangely alcer 
boch our {pirits andour duties. Obferve but the man who is much in 
‘heaven, and you hall fee ge isnor like other Chriflians > There is 
fomewhat of chat which he hach feen above, appeareth ia all his 
duty and.converfation : Nay, take bye the fame man, immediatly 
when lie is returned from chefe wews of Blifs, and you hall cafily 
' perceive thac he excels himfelf, as if he were not indeed che fame 
as before : If he be a Preacher, how heavenly are his Sermens?what 
Clear defcriptions 2 whar high expreffions > what favory paflages. 
bachhe of that Rett ? [fhe bea privace Chriltian, what heaven. 
ly conference ? what heavenly prayers ? what ahgavenly carriage 
, ath 
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hath he ?. May yor not even hear in a preachers Sermons, or in the 
private duties of another, when they have been moft above?When 
MMofes had been with God in the mount, he had derived fo much 
glory from God; that made his face to fhine,that the people could 
not behold him. Beloved friends, if you would burt fet upon this 
employment , even fo would it be with you : men would fee the 
face of your converfation fhine, and fay, farely be hath been with 
God. Asthe body isapt to be changed into the temper of the air 
it breaths in , and-che food it lives on; fo will your {pirits teceive 
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an alteration according to the objects which they are exercifed a- | 


bout : If your thonghts do feed on Chrift and heaven., you will 
be heavenly ; if they feed on Earth, you will be carchly. Tes true, 
a heavenly Nature goes before this heavenly imploymenc ; but yet 


the work will make ic more heavenly: There muft be life, before |. 


we can feed, bur our ‘life is continued and increafed by feeding. 
Therefore, Reader, let me here inform thee, That if thou lie com- 


plaining of deadnefs and dulnefs, that thou canft not love Chrift, |. E 4h 


nor rejoyce in his Love ; that thou h'ft no lifein prayer, nor any 


other duty ; and yet never tryedft this quickning courfe, or at leaft | 


art carelefs and unconftant in it: Why, thowart the caufe of thy 


own complaints; chou deadeft and dulleft thine ownheart ; thou |. | 


oe ae | felf that life which choo calkft of ? Is not thy life hid |. 


with Chrift in God 2? Whither muft thou go, but co Chmift, for it 2 


and whither is that, bat toHeaven, wherehe is? Thou wile noc. 


come to Chnft, chat thou maift have lifee Jf thou wouldft have 
ight and heat , why are thou chen no more inthe Sunfhine 2 If 


Col. 3. 3. 


Joba. 5, 40, 


thon would frave more. of that Grace which flows from Chrift, |° 


why art thot: no more with Chrift for ic? Thy ftrengrthis in Heaven, 


and thy life i Heaven, and there thou muft daily feteb it, ifchou | 


wilt have ic. For wane of this recourfe to heaven, thv foul ts asa 


| candle chat isnot Ifghted, and thy duties as a facrifice which hath no | 
fire.Fetch one coal daily from this Altar,and fee if chy offerts ~ will | 
not burp. Light thy candle at thisflamey and feed tt datly.wirh | 
Oyl from hence, and fee if it will not glorioufly fine: Keepclofe 


to this reviving fire, and {ce if thy affections will wot be warm. 
Thou bewaileft thy want of love co God, ( and well thou maift, 
for its a hainous crime, a killing Gn ) why, lift up thy eve of Faich 
to Heaven, behold his beauty, contemplate his excclicncies, and 
fee whether his amiablenefs will not fire thy altections, and his 
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| perfe goodnefs ravith thy. heare, 
fenfual affe@ions, by is Overmuch gazing onalluring objeds; fo 

doth the eye of our Faith in meditation, inflame our affections to- 

wards our Lord ; by the frequent gazing on that higheft beauty. 

'| Whoever thou art, that art a; rangcr to this imploy ment, be thy 

parts and profeffion never {o great, lec me tell thee, Thou {pendelt 

thy life but in trifling oridlene& ; thou feemelt to live, bat chou 

artdead: J may fay of thee, as Seneca Of idle Varia, Seis latere, 


vivere nefcis; Thou knoweht how to lurk inidlenef, but how to 
live, thou knoweft not. And as the fame Seneca would {a » When 
. | hepaffed by that fluggards dwelling, 74; ftuseft Varia: 
be faid of thee : There lies fueh a one, ‘bur 
one ; for thou fpendeft thy days liker 
) _ | One of: Drace’s Laws to the Athenians was, That he who was con- 
* De anime boc vit of * 


idlenefs fhould be put to death: Thou doft execute this on 
Rabbinus ie | thy ows foul, whilett by thy 
de operibys: {Refs.. | 
Dottrina fine | Thou maift many other 
Vo | way to exercife thy Graces: They allco 
rile om ‘ountain, and lead to God as their ultimate 
covda, ficutim- | Ciled on God as their chiefelt Objert 
ber fuper faxa, | All, From Heaven they come, and he 


As the eye doth incenfe the 


avenly their nature is, and.to 
Et ut Chey- Heaven they will dire and move thee, ye as exescife maintain- 
paar Nib” Feth appetite, ftrengeh, and livelinefs co the body, fo doth it.alfo te 
| He trees the foul. U/e limés, and have limbs, isthe known Proverb, And 
foummodd re Grace and Spiritual Life in thefe heavenly exercifes, and you 
Philofopbante: 


HOC enim non 
Cl dottoris fed 
My (trionis, 


mioft fulland glorious, when it doth 


will your fouls be both in gifts and praces, when you do moft neer- 
ly view che face Of God, This will teed your congue wich matter, 
and make you abound and overflow, both in Preaching, Praying, 
and Conferring. Befides, the fire which you fetch from Reaven 
Or-your Sacrifices, is no falfe or ftrange fie: As your livelinefs 
wild be much mote, fo will it be alfo more {inc : | 
a great deal of fervor in Affe@tions and Pues, and all prove but 
Common and unfound, when it IS rai | 


and 
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and motives ; your zeal will partake of the nature of thofe things 
by which ie is ated ; The zeal therefore which is kindled by your 
meditations on Heaven, is moft like to prove aheavenly zeal, and | 
the livelinefs of the Spiric which you fetch from the face of God, 
mift needs be che Divineft and fincereft life:Some mens fervency is. 
drawn onely from ‘their Books,and foie fram the pricks of fome 
Ringing affition,and fome fromthe mouth of a moving Minifter, - 
and fome from the encouragement of an attentive Auditory ; 
but he that knows this way co heaven, and it derivesit daily from | - 
the pure Fountain, (hall havé his foul revived with the water of 
Life, and enjoy that quickning which is the Saincs peculiar: By this 
Faith thou maift offer e4bels Sacrifice, more excellent then that of 
common men, and by it obtain winefs chat thou art rightéous, 

God teftifying of thy gifts, (that they are fincere, ) Heb.13. 4. 
when others are ready,as Baals Priefts, to beag themfelves, and 
cut their fleth, becaufe cheir fatrifice will not burn ; chen if thou 
canft get bur che fpirit of E/ias, and in the chariot of Contemplati- 
on, canft foar alofe, till thou approachelt neerto the quickning 
Spirie, thy foul and factifice will glorioufly flame, though the flefh 
and the world (hould caft upon them the warer of all cheir oppofing 
ior Say not now, How fhall we get fo high ? or how can mor- _ 
tals alcend to heaven? For Faithhath wings, and Meditation is 
its charior, [¢s office- isto rflake abfent things, as prefent. Do’ you 
not fee-how a little piece of Glafs,if ic do but rightly face the Sun, 
will fo contra it» beames and heat, asto fet on fire that which is 
behinde it, which without it would have received but little warmth? 

Why, thy Faich ts as the Burning- glafs co thy Sacrifice,and Medita- 
tion fetsit to face the Sun oncly take it not away too foon,but hold 
_1 it there awhile,and thy foul will feel the happy effect. The flanderous 
Jews did raife a foolifh tale of Chrift, thache got into the Holy of 
Holies, and thence ftole the true name of God; and left he fhould|;. 
lofe it cut a hole in his thigh,and fewed tt therein; epee | thevertne} = 
of this, he raifed the dead, gave fight to the blinde, caft out divels, 
and performed all his Miracles. Surely if we can get into the Holy of 
Holies, and bring thence the Name and Jmage of God, and get it 
clofed up in our hearts:this would enable.us to work wonders;every 
duty we performed would be a wonder,and they that heard, would 
b@ready to fay,Mever man fpake as this man fpeaketh. The Spirit 
would poffefs os, as thofe flaming tongues, and make usevery ore 
| . ° Mmmm : . to |. 
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“o (peak, (not in the variety of the confounded Languagues,but) in 
the primitive pure Language of Cayaap, the wonderful Works of 
‘God. . We fhould then be in every duty, whether Prayer, Ex- 
hortatian;.or brotherly reproof, as Pas/ was at Athens, bis Spirit 
(. maksvire ) was ftirred within him ; and fhould. be ready to fay, 
as Jeremy did Jer. 2@ 9.2 word Was in any heart, as a burning fve 
font upin my bones; and Iwas weary With forbearing, and I could 
) Ee itian Reader, Art thou nor thinking when thou ftelt a 
_ | lively beleevey,and heareft his foul-melting Prayers,and foul-ravith- 
ing difconrfe, O how happy a manis his / O that my foul were 
in this bleffed plight |. Why, I bere direct and advile thee from 
God: Try this forementioned courfe, and fet thy foul confcion- 
ably to this work, and thou fhalrc be in as good acafe: Waththee 
frequently in chis Zordas, and thy Leprons dead foul will revive, 
| ae thou fhalt know that there isa God in J/rae/, and that thon 
mayft live a vigorous and joyous life, if thou wilfully caft nor by 
this duty, and fo negleét thine own mercies. If thou be-not a lazy 
‘|-referved hypocrite, but doft truly value this {teong and ative 
frameof Spirit; fhew ic then by thy prefent atcempring thi hea- 
venly exercife.. Say not now, but thou haft heard the way to obtain 
this life into thy foul, and inta thy duries: If thou wilt yer neg- 
lect it, blame thy felf, Bue alas, che m@lticude of Rrofeflors come 
to a Minifter, .juft as Naamancame to Eliay they ask us, How 
fhall I-know I ama childe of God ? How fhalld overcome a hard 
heart ? and get fuch {trength and life of Grace? But they expect 
that fome eafie means fhould doit; and think we fhould cure | 
them with che very Anfwer to their Queftion, and teachthem a 
way to be quickly well; bue when they hear of a daily trading in 
Heaven, and the conftant Meditation onthe joyes above: This 
. | isagreater task then they expected, and they turn their backs, as 
Naamanon Elias, or-the young man gn Chrift, and few of che 
moft confcionable will fet upon the duty: Will not Preaching, 
and Praying, and Conference ferve (fay they). without this dwel- 
ing ftillin Heaven 2? Juft as Countrey people come to Phyfitians ; 
when they have opened their cafe, and made their moan, they look 
he fhould:cure them m.a day or wo, or with the ufe of fome cheap 
and eafie Simple ; but when they hear of a tedious Mcthodgpf 
Phyfick and of coftly Compofitious, and bitter Potions ; they will 
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hazard their lives wich fome fotifh Emipirick, who tells.them an 
éafier and cheaper way, yea, or veature on death ic felf, before they 
will obey firch difficult counfel. Too many chat we hope wellof, 
I fear will cake thiscourfe here: If we cquld give them life, as 
God did, with aword, orconld heal their fouls, as Charmers do 
their bodies, with eafie ftroaking, and a few good words, then they 
would readily hear and obey. I entreac thee Reader, beware of 
this folly ; fallto the work; the.comfort of Spiritual Healch will 
countervail all the trouble of the Duty. Ie is but the flefh that 
repines and gain-fayes, which thou knoweft was never a friend to 
thy foul: If Ged had fet thee on fome grievous work, fhouldit 
thounothave done it for the fife of chy foul? How much mo 
when he-doth bat invite thee Heaven-ward tohimfelf? -— 


SECT. VIII. . : 

6,. (Onfider, The-frequent believing views of Glory, are the } 
\_motft preciouscordial ‘in all'Affi@ions. Fir, To fultain 
our fpirits, and make our fulegings far more cafie, Secondly, To 
flay us from repining, and niJt os bear with patience and:joy: 
And thirdly, to ftrengthen our refolntions, that: we forfake not 
Chrift for fear of trouble. Our very Beaft will carry us more 
chearfully in-cravel,when he is coming homeward ,where he expert-. 
eth Reft. A man willmore quietly endure the lancing of his fores, geben hee 
the cutting out the Stone,’ when he thinks on the eafe chat will! pi0 nora a 
afterwards follow. What then will not.abeleever enduse, when | firma c& mu- 
he thinks of the ‘Reft, co which it cendeth a What if the way be | liebria, & ino | 
never fo rough? can it be cedious; if it lead to Heaven ? O {weet . Ae loft lags 
ficknefs {* Sweet Reproaches !Imprifonments !.or Death-! Which | ppppesaedestte 
is accompanied with thefe caftes of our future Reft ! This doth | tur. Venit - 
keep the fuffering from the foul, fo thaticcan work uponno more tandem mors 
bur our fefhly ourfide ; even as Alexipharmicat Medicines preferve | 2¢ 4 4v 7 
the heart, that- che concagion reach not the vital fprrics. Surely,’ oe 
onr fufférings trouble not che minde, according to the degrees of yum, que om- 
bodtly pain; but as the fouls. more orlefs fortified wich shis pre- | nes pares fadlty 
ferving Antidote. Beleevoit; Reader,.chou. wik have a ‘doiefal” & wo vide 
fickne(s, chou. wit futfer heavily, chow wilt die moft tadly, 4% thou, fi — 
Avavenot at hard the forecafts of Relt.. For my. own part (if thou, ¥ a oe 
regard the experience of one that hath oftencryed) had it nocbeen Chytraus. 
> Mmmm 2° for: 
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for that tiecle (alas coo little) cafte which I had of Reft, my fuffér- 
ings would have been grievous, and death more terrible. I may-fay. 
| a David, Pfal.27.13. I had faipted, unlefs I had-beleevedsofeeshe 
geodne/s of the Lerd in the Landof thé living. And as the fame- 
David, Pfal. 143. 4, §- I lookedion my-right band, and beheld, but 
there wat ne man that would know me, refuge failed me; no man 
cared for my foul. I cryed untothee, O Lord, 1 {aid, Thon-art m7 re- 
fuge, aud my portion inthe Lasd: of the living, i may fay of che 
| promife of this Reft, as David of Gods Law ;. Unle/s this had 
been my delight, I had perifoed in mine affiitiion; Pfal.i19. 92. 
One.shing (faith he) I have defired of the Lord, that will I feek.after, 
that 1 may. dwell inthe boufe of the Lord. all the days of my life; te 
behold the beasty of the Lord, and to enquire in bis Temple.’ Fer.in 
time of trouble be [oall hidgme in hts Pavilion ; in the fecret of bes 
Tabernacle he fhall bide me, he foall fet.wse up upof arock. And then 
forall wine bead. be lifted up above wsine enemies round about me ; 
therefore foall I offer in that his Tabernacle facrifices of joy, aud fing, 
yer, fing pracfes unto the Lord, Pfal.47. 4,5; 6. Therefore asthon 
wilt then be ready with Devid:to pray, Benet far from me, for 
trouble is seer, P{al.22.1, So le thy own chicfett care, not to 
be far from God and Heaven, when tronble isneers and chou wile 
then finde him. to be unto thee, a very prefent help in trouble, 
Pfal.46.1..T hen though the figtree fhonld not bloffom, neither (beuld 
fruit bein the Vines, the labor of the Olive foonld fail, and the:fields 
Soould yield no meat, the flock foould be cus off fromthe fold, and 
there Were no beard in the fialls: Yet then mighteft rejoyce in the 
| Lord, and joy in the Gad ¢ thy Salvation, Hab.3.17; 18. All fuffer- 
ings are nothing tous, fo'far as we-have the forcfight of this falva- 
tion.No bolés,nor bars,nor diftance of place,can thu out thefe fap- 
| porting joyes; becaufe they.cannot confine our faith and thoughts, 
alchough: they may confine our fieth. Chrift and Faith are both 
Spiritual ; and therefore prifons and banifhments cannot binder 
their entercourfe: Even when perfecution and fear hath tha the 
|.doors, Chrift can come in, and {tand in the midft,, and fay-co his 
Difciples, Peace be untoyou. And Pant and Silas can be in Heaven, 
} even when they are locked up in the inner prifon, and their-bodies 
fcourged, and their feet in the ftocks. No wonderif there-be. 
more mirth in their ftocks, then on Hereds throne; for there was 
more of Chriftand Heaven. The Martyrs finde more Reft — the 
: . Mesy, 
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h | flasnes, then their perfecucors can in their. pomp and tyranny ; be- 
s | canfe they forefee. the flames they fcape, and the Reft which that |: 
s | fiery Chariot is conveying them too. Icisnot che place that gives 
1 | the Reft, bucehe prefence and beholding of Chrift in it. If the Son |. 
5 


of God will walk with usin it, we may walk fafely in the midft of |. Dan. 3. | 
thofe flames, which fhall devour thofe that caf usin. Why then 
Chriftian, keep thy foul above with Chrift; be as hetle as may be 
; | out of his company, and then all. conditions will be alike to thee. 
| | For that isthe a eftate to.thee, in which chou pofleffelt moft of 
him. The moral] arguments of a Heathen Philofopher may make 
the burden fomewhat lighter ; but nothing can make us foundly | 
joy in tribulation, except we can fetch our joy from Heaven. How | 
came cbraham to leave his Country , and follow God he knew 
not whither? Why, becaufe he looked: for a City that hath foun- 
dations, whofé builder and maker 1s God, Heb. ¥1.8,9,10. What 
made Adofes chufe afflictien with the people of God, rather then 
to enjoy. the pleafures of fin fora feafon? and to eteem the re- 
roach of Chrift greater riches then the treafures of Lgypt 2? Why, 
ecaufe he had refpe@ to the recompence uf Reward. Heb.11.24, 
25, 26. What made him to forfake A’gypr, and not to fear the 
wrath of the King? Why, he endured, as feeing him whois invift- 
ble, ver.a7.” How did they quench the violence of fire? And out: 
of weaknefs were made ftrong, &c. Why would they not accept | omnia facite 
deliverance when they were tortured ? Why, they had their eye | coztemnere po- 
on a better Refurrection which ap might obtain. Yea, itis moft | fe, qui- fe 
evident that our Lord himfelf did fetch his encouragement co fuf- | 2erstarum cffe | 
ferings fromthe fore-fight of his glory : Forto this end he both ol thee: 
dyed, and rofe, and revived, that he might be Lord both of the: | 
dead andliving, Ronn 14.9. Even: fefus the author and finifber of 
any faith, for the joy that Was fet before kins, eadwred the Crofs, defps- 
font the foame, and is [et down at the right band of the Throne of God. 
Heb. 13.2. Whocan wonder that pain and forrow, poverty and 
ficknefs fhould ‘be. exceeding grievous to that man: who cannot |- 
reach to fee the end? Or that Death thould be the King of terrors |’ 
to him, whow«annot fee the life beyond ic ?- He that looks not on 
| che end of his fofferings, as well as on the fuffering it felf, heneeds | - 
mutt fofe the whole confolation : And if he fee not the quiet fruit: 
of righteoufnefs, which it afterward yieldeth, ic cannot to him be |’ 
joyous, but grievous, Hed..12.11. This is the noble sage 
. ath ; . 
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> [ther he char fees his dignity beyoad it. Could old aseb have feen 


' * [where co havechem when ever. thou wancelt : ‘shou mays have ar- 
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faith ; i€can look onchermeahsand end together. This dito is xhe 
| reafon why weio frepitry ourselves more. then God doth pitey °us, 
| chough.we loveinaciourfelves {9 souch as.ke doth : and-why we 
‘would have the Cup to:pafs from us, wher he. will make us driek 

| ieup.: We-picty'our felves wich an ignoranc pitty, and would be 
faved from the ‘Crofs, which isthe way to fave as. God fees:our 
'| gtory.as foon-as our fufferihg, and fees our fuffcriag.as ic conduceth 
ro-our glory 5 ‘he ‘fees our Crefparid ont Crown at once,and there- 
‘fore: pitcyeth os the lefs, dnd will not ler ushave our wils, Sirs, be- 
lieveic, this is the great: ccafon .of our miftakes, impatience, and 
cenfiuxing of God; of our fadnefs of (piri at ficknefs, and at death, 
becaufe wé gaze on the evill ic felf, but fx not our rhoughrs ‘on 
whats beyond ic. We look only. on thebidod, and mine, and dan- 
| gevia our wars: but -God feesthelg, with all the benefitsto Souls, 
1 Bodies, Church, State, and Poltericy, all with one fingle view. We 
1 feeche Ark: taken. by.che-Philiftines, -but-fee not their god falling 
4 before it, and themfelves returning it home with gifts. They chat 
. | faw Chott only on the Crofsor in the Grave, do fhake their heads, 
and think him lof : but Gag faw him dying, buryed, rifing; glo- 
rified,.and all:chi with one view. Surely faich will imitacé God in 
J this, fe far as it hath ohe glafs of a promife to help: it. -He.chat fees 
Fofépbauly in. the pit, 6omthe:prfon, will more tamtens his cafe, 


fo far, tt. might Bave faved him agreat deal of forrow.. Herhat {ees 
_ | no more chen the borying of che Cornunder ground,or:the threfh- 
"| ing, the winnowing, and grinding of it, will cake both ic and the 
. | dabour‘for loft; -buc he chat foredees.its {pringing and mereafe,and 
' -|d0s ayaking ince. bread:for the: hfe sof man,. vil! think orherwife. 
. | This isour miftakes we fee God burying us under ground, but we 
forefce'not the fpritig,when'we fhill all revive: we feethim threfy 
ing. and-winnowing , and grinding us, but we fee net when we 
| thali be feryed co our Mafterstabie.: 1£.we ghookd ‘burclearly fee 
_ | Heaven, as che end of.all Godsdealings withis, -{drély nene of his 
dealings could be fo grievous, Think ofthis, Lintrear thee, Reader, 
TE chou canft but fearn this way co Heaven,.and gecathy foul ac- 
pai arel there, thou needeft net be unfurnithed .of che choifelt 
Cordials; to revive thy fpisits to every affliction; thou kroweft 


uments at band co amfwer all chat the devil or flefh can fay ta: chy 


5 dil- | 


. The Sa 

‘| difcomfort. Oh, if God would once raife us co this life, we thould 
finde, that though heaven and fin are ata great diftance ; - yet hea- 

: teft banifhment, heaven. and the bejly.af 


‘|a Whale in the Sea, heaven and 2 Den of Lions, a confuming fick: | 
diftaece. But as efbrabam 


co be fick and dye : thou wilt then haverexceeding need of confor 
whence doft thou think to-draw. thy conthorts 2 OF 


ofmen, to die with Joy: As ever thon woultit(hut pp thy ‘dayes 


in peace, 
now 


ceive him faying to thee, as Ifa. 26. 20. (omermy people, entersese 
thy Chambers, and fost thy dears about thee, hide thy felf as it. Wexe 
for alittle moment y é; 
with Stephen doch fee. heaven, opened, sad Chrift. ficring ac the |” 
right hand of God,who will co 
| | Aés7.56. Thou knowelt not yet w 
to; The Clouds begin to rife again; re t 
| with fearfull darknefs ; Few Ages. fo profperous tothe Church, 
but that fill we muft be faved; fo as by.frre, 1 Ci or. 3.15. and g6 to | 
heaven by tite old road. Men that would fall ifche ftorm ¢chould 
| thake them, do frequently meet with that which cryes them. Why, 
what wile thou do if this (hould be thy cafe ? Arc thou firted to 
(nffer imprifonment, or banithment ? to bear the lofs of goods and 
life> How isit poffible chou fhouldft do this, and do it cordially, 
and chearfully ,cxceprthou hafta taft of fome greater goad, which 
thou lookeft to gain by Jofing thele ? will the Merchant throw = 
| — goods 


| The Saints everlafting Ref. 


| goods overboard till he fees he mut otherwife lofe his life ? 
And wile thou ‘cat away all thou haft, before choa haft fele 
the fweetnefs of chac Reft; which elfe chou muk lofe by 
faving thefe'?: Nay, and it is not a {peculative knowledg. 
which thou halt got onely by Reading or Hearing of heaven, 
which will make chee part with all co getit ; as aman chat onely 
heares of the fweetnefs of pleafant food, or reads of che meledi-_ 
or founds of Mufick, thisdoth.not much excite his defires ; but 
when-he hath cried the one by his tafte; and che other by his ear, 
then lie: will more lay out co get them; fo if thou fhould{t know 
onely by che hearing of the ear, what is the glory of che inheritance 
of ‘the Saints, this would nor bring thee through fufferings and 
death =but if chou cake this Trying cafting courfe, by daily exerci- 
fing thy foul above, then ndthing will ftand in thy way, bur chou 
| wouldeft on cill: thou were there, Chongh through fire and water : 
Whae Scaté more -terrible then chat of an Apoftace 2 when God" 
| hash cold us, /f any man draw back, his foxl hak have no pleafure in 
him, Heb.10.38. Becan{erbey take net their pleafure in God,and fill 
‘| not themfelves With the deli ghes of his wayes, and of bis heavenly 
paths, Which drop fatne{s, Pial.65.11. Therefore do they prove back— 
fliders im heart, and are filled With the bitterne/s of their own wayes, 
Prov. 144. 02 7 8 . | 
- Nay,-If they thoald not be brought tocrial, and fo not a@ually 
deny Chrift, yee they are {till interprétatively fuch, becaufe they 
are fuch in difpoficion, and would be fuch in action, if they were puc 
toit. Iaffure chee, Reader, for my parts 1 cannot fee how thou 
"| wile be able co hold out to rhe end, if thoy keep mot thine eye up- 
onthe recompence of reward, and ufe not frequently to talte this 
cordialy; or the lefs thy diligence is in this, the more doubrful 
mutt thy perfeverance rieedsbe; for the Joy of the Lord is thy 
-{ frengeh, and that Joy mult he fercht from the place of thy Joy ; 
} and if thou walk withoye thy ftrength, how long doft thou think 
thou art like co endure? i” ° _ 


SECT. IX, 


17 Onlider, It is he that hath his converfation in heanen, who 
dis the profitable Chriftian to alt abort him? with him you 

may cake {weet counfel, and go upro the celeftial Houle. of God. 
. | When 


e A ————E——— 
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When amah is ina {trange Countrey, far from-home, how glad is 
he of che company of one ofhis own Nation? how delightful is ir 
to them co talk of heir Countrey, of their acquaintance, and the 
| affairs of cheir home? why, with aheavenly Chriftian thou maift 


have fuch difcourfe, for he hath been there in the Spiric, and. can 
tell thee of the Glory and Reft above. V.Vhat pleafane difcourfe 


was it to fofeph tocalk with his Beethren fh a {traoge Land ; and co | | 


enquire of his Father, and his brother Besjamin ?, Isic not foto a 
Chriftian co calk with his Brethren chat have been above, and en- 
quire after his Facher, and Chrift his Lord? when a worldling will 
calk of nothing bur che world, and a Policician of nothing but the’ 


affairs of the Scate, and a meer Scholar of Humane learning, and a | 


common Profeffor, of Duties,and of Chriftians : the Heavenly man 
willbe fpeaking of Heaven, and the ftrange Glory which his Faith 
hath feen, and our fpeedy and bieffed meeting there. Iconfefs, to 
difcourfe with able men,of clear Underltandings and piercing Wits, 
about the controverted difficulcies in Religion, yea, about fome 


Criticifmsin Languages ‘and Sciences, is both pleafane. and profit-|- - 


ables bne noching co this Heavenly. difcoarfe ofa Beleevgr. O,hew 
refrefhing and favory are his expreflions? how his.words do peirce, 
and mele che heart?-how they transform the hearers mto other men? 
thac they thinkghey are in Heaven all the while? How doth his Do- 
@rine drop as the Rain, and his Speech diftil as the gentle Dew 2 as 
the {mall Raj n the tender Herb ? and as the fhowers upon the 
Grafs? whi tongue is expreffing the Name of the Lord, and 


a(cribing greatnels to his God? Dest.32.2, 3. Isnot hig feeling, | 


fweet difcourfe of Heaven,event jike thatbox of precious oyntment, 
which being opened to pour on the head of Chritt,doth fill the henfe 
with the pleafure of its perfume 2? Ali that are neer'may be refreth- 
ed by it.His words are like the precious opntment on Aarons head, 
thac 149 down upon his beard,and che skirts of his Garments ; Even 
like che dew.of Flermon, and asthe dew that defcendeth from-che 
Celeftial Mount Zion, where the Lord hath commanded the biefs- 
ing, even life for evermore, P/al:t33- 3. This is the man who sas 
fob, When the Candle of God did fhint uponhishead; aad when 
by his lighc, ce walked through darknefg- When the feeret of 
God wasupon his Tabernacle ; and when the Almighty’ was yet 
with him: Then che ear that heardhim, did biefs im; and the 
cye that faw him, gave wicnefs a2 him, fod 29. 3,4, 5,11. Flappy 
nap e 
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she pzople that havea Heavenly Minifter: Happy che children and 
fervanes thac have a Heavenly Father or Matter: Happy the man 


|thac hath Heavenly Affociates; if they have but hearts to know 


their happinefs. Thisisthe Companion, who will watch over thy 
ways ; whowill {trengchen thee when thou art weak ; who will 
chear thee when thou art drooping, and comfort thee with the 
fame comforts, wherewfth he hath been {o often comforted him- 


| tcf 2 Cor.1.4. This ishe thac will oe blowing at the(parkof thy 
|| Spirtcual Life, and always drawing chy foul co God ; and will be 


faying co thee, asthe Samaritan woman, Come and fee one that 


‘hath cold me all chat ever I did; one thac hath ravifhed my 


heart with his beauty ; one chat hath loved our fouls to the 
death: Is not this che Chrift? Is not the knowledg of God and 


~ | Him, Eternal life ? Is not it the glory. of che Saints co fee his Glory 2 


-If thou come fo this:mans houle, and fic at his Table, he will feaft 


+ thy foul with the daintiesof Heaven; thou (hale meet with a bet- 
{ter then Plato's Philofophical feaft, even a cafte of thac feaft |’ 


of fatthings, Of wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of 
wine on the lecs well refined, fai. 25.6. That thy [cul may be fasisfied 
as With marrow and fatne/s, and thou maift praife the Lord With joy- 


| ful Kips, Plal 63.5. 1f thou gravel. wich this man on the way, he will 
| be dire€ting and quickning thee-in thy Journey to eve ;1f chou 


be buying or felling, or trading with him in the World, he will 
be counfelling thee co lay out for the cums ry If chou 
‘wrong him,he can pardon thee, remembring thabaggeri(t hath noc 
onely pagdoned, greater offences to him, but will alfo give him this 
unyaluable portion ; lf chou be angry, he is meek, confidering the 
meeknefs of hisheavenly Pattern ; or ifhe fall out with thee, he is 
foon reconciled, when he remembreth chat in heaven you muft be 
everlafting friends: This is the Chriftian of the right ftamp ; this 
is the fervane that is like his Lord, thefe be the innocence cthatfave 


| the Iland, and all about chem are the better where they dwell. O 


Sirs, I fear the men I have defcribed are very rare, even among 
the Religious ; buc were it not for our own (hameful negligence, 
fuch men we might allbe : What Families ! what Towns! what 
Commonwealchs ! what Churches fhould we have, if they were 
bue compofed of fuch men ! but thae is more defirable then 
hopeful, till we come to that Land which hath no other inhabitants, 


| fave what are incomparably beyond this: Alas, how empty are 
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the fpeeches, and how unproficable the fociety of all other forts of 
Chriltians in comparifon of thefe ! A man might perceive, by his 
Pivine Song, and high Expredfions, Deas. 32. and 3 3. that. 
CMofes had been-oft with God,.aad. that God had thewed 
bim part of his Glory. Who could have compofed fach fpiri- 
cual Pfaims, and poured ouc praifes as David did, -but aman 
afrer Gods own heart? and a man, that was neer the heart 
of God, and (nodoube ) had God alfo neer, hisheart ? Who 
could have preached fuch fpiritual Do¢trine, and dived into the: 
pretious myfteries of Salvation, as“Paw/ did, but one who had 
| been called with a light from heaven, and had been rapt. up 
into the third heavens, in che Spirit, and there had feen. the 
unutterable things? If aman fhould come down from heaven 
| among(t us, who had lived ig the poffeffion of that bleffed 


State, how.would men be defirousto fee or hear him? and all]. 


the Countrey far and neer would leave their bufinefs and crowd 
about him: happy would he think himfelf thac could get a 


(ight of him; how would then long to heat what reports he| ’ 


‘| would make of the other world ? and what he had feen? and 
what the bleffed there enjoy 2? would they not think this man 
the beft companion, and his difcourft to be of all moft profit- | 
able? Why firs! Every true believing Saint fhalf be chére in: 

srfon, and is frequently there in Spirit, and hath fen it. alfo in 


the Glafsof che Gofpel: Why then doyou value their company | 


no more ? and why do you enquire no more of them 2 and why 
do you relih their difcourfe no better ? ‘Well; for my part Ihad 
rather have che fellowfhip of a Heavenly minded Chriftian, chen 
of thé moft earned Difpucers, or, Princely Commanders. 


| “.sbere kee eS 
8. ° / Onfider, T here.isno man fo highly honoreth God, as he ; 
| who hath his converfation #-Heaven ; and wichquc this | 


‘wedeeply difhonor him. Isic noradifgrace tothe Father, when | . 


. |the Children do feed on Husks, and are cloathed in rags, and ac- 

company : BETS: 

Father, when we who call our felves his,Children, Ux: 

Earth, and the garb of our fouls be but like that ot the nakid 
"Nnnn 2 World? 


ea | 


with none but Rogues and Beggers ? Is it rot fo to our | 
ial feedon? 
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| W orld ? and when ourhearts (hall make this clay and daft their 


more familiar and frequent company, who fhould always ftand 
in our Fathers prefente, and be caken up in his own Attendance ? 
Sure, ic befeems not the Spoufe of Chrilt, to live among his Scnl- 
lions and’ Slaves, when chey may have daily admittance into his 
prefence Chamber; he holds forth the Sceprer,. if chey will bur 
enter, Sure, we five below the ratesof the Gofpel , and nor as 
becometh the Children of a King, even of the. great King of ail 
the World. We livenat according to the height of our Hopes, 
nor according to the pies that isin the Promifes,- nor a¢cord- 
| ing to che provifion of our Fachers.houfe, and the great {ae 
tions made for his Saints, Iris well we havea Father of reader 
Bowels, who will own his Children, even tn dire and rags: It is- 
well the foundation of God ftands fure, and chat che Lord know- 
eth whoare his; or elfe he would hardly cake us for his own, fo 
far do we live below. the honor of Saints: Ifhe did nor fick 
challenge hisinrereftio us, neither our felves, nor others ‘conld 
know us to be his people. But O, when a Chriftian can live above, 
and rejoyce his foul in che things chat are unfeen ; how dothGod 
take himfelf co be honored by fuch a one ? The Lord my fay, 


| Why this manbeleeves mie ; I fee he can truft m@, and rake my 


Word: ‘He rejoyceth in my promtife, before he hath poffeffion ; 
he can be glad and thankful for thae which his bedily eyes did 
never fee: This mans rejoycing isnotintheflefh ; I fee he loves 
me, becaufe he miindes me ; his heart is with ne, he loves my pre- 
fence ; ‘and he thal furely enjoy it in my Kingdom forever. Ze- 
case thon haft feen (faith Chrift co Thomas) thon haf? beleeved ; 
but bleffed are they that have not fim, and yet have beléeved, Join 
20. 29. How did God take himfelf honored by Caleb and 
cra when they went into che = Land, and brought 

ack to their Brethren-a tafte of the Fraits, and gave it conmnend.- 
ation, and encouraged the people ? And what a promife and re- 
compence do they receive ,- Mund. 14,24, 36. For thofe thar 
honor him, he willhonor,  Sam2.30. 


The Saints everlafting Reft. 


SECT. XR 

9. Onfider, Ifthou make not confcience of this duty of dili- 

| ent keeping 7 heart im Heaven. Firft, thou difobeyet 
the flat commands of God. Secondly, Thou lofeft. the fweeteft 
parts of Scripture. Thirdly, And doft froftrate che nioft grations 
difeoverics of God. - se ae | | 

God hath not teft it as a thing ifidifferetit,and at thy own choice, 
whether thou wilt do it or not ; He hath made it chy duty as well 
as the means of thy comfort, chat fo a double bond might tie chee 
not co forfake thy own merges. (o/.3 152./f ye rben berifen with | - 
Chrift, feek thofe things which are nbout ; [ov yont affettions on things | 
above, nét on thugs on earth. The fame God that hath commanded 
thee to believe, and ro be a Chriftian, hath commanded thee co fet 
thy affections above: The fame God that hath forbidden chee to | 
murder, to fteal, to commit adultery, inceft, or Idolatry, hath for- | 
bgdden thee the neglect of this préat duty ; and daréft thon wil: |. 
fully difobey hith ? Why makeft thon fiot confcience of the one 
as well asofthe other? Secondly, befides: rhoiti lofelt the moft 
comfortable paflages of the VVord.. All thofe moft gtorions 
deferiptions of heaven, all thofe difcoveries of our futtire bleffed- 
nefs, all Gods Revelations of his purpofes towards us, and his free 
quent and pretious promifes of our Reft, what are they all bur 
loft to thee ? Are not thefe the ftars in the Firmament of the 
Scripture 2. andthe moft golden lines in that Book of God? Of 
all che Bible, Me thinks chow fhouldeft gor part with one of thofe 
Protnifes or Prediftions, no riot for a world. A$’ Heaven is che | 
perfection ofall cut mercies, fothe Promifes of it in the Gofpel, 
{hate the very foul of ghar fa That VVord which was fweeter to 
-|| David then the honey and the-heriey comb, atid to Fefemy the Joy 
,| | and rejoycing of his heart, Per. 15.36. Fhe itio pleafune part of 
| | this chou lofelt. ‘Thirdly, Yea; thou doft fraltrate the prepafacions | 
.| Pof Chrift for chy Joy; and makeft him to fpeak ii vain. Isa com: | - 
. | fortable word from the mouth of Ged, of fo great worth, that all] 


. (the cofnforts of the worldare nothing toit? and doft thou neg- 


left antd overlook {6 many of chem? Reader, I intréat thee to |, 
ponder it, why God (hould reveal {6 much of his Gounfel, and tell |; 
us before hand of the Joyes we fhall poffefs, bur onely chat he’), 
would have -us know it for our Foy? If it had not: been to make |; 
1 {comfortable our prefent life, wage sae wich the deligtits of our | 

ee non 3. aie 
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foreknowi bleffednefs, he might have kept his purpefe 6 himfelf, 
‘and never have let us know if cll we come to enjoy it, nor have 
revealed ic to us till death had difeovered ic, whac he meant to do 
with us in che world to come ; yea when we had got pofleffion of ! 
our Reft, he might ftill have concealed ics Eternity from as, and 
then the fears of lofing it again, would have bereaved us of much 
of the fweetnefs of our Joyes. Buc it hath pleafed our Father to 
‘open his Counfel, and to let us know the very intent of his heart, 
and.to acquaint us with the eternal extent of his Love, and all chis 
_|-that our Joy may be full, and we might live as the heirs of fucha 
| Kingdom :. And fhall we now over-look all, as if hé had revealed 
no fuch matter? Shall we live. in earthly cares and forrows, as if | 
we knew of no fuch thing? And rejayce no more in thefe difcove- 
| rtes, thenifthe Lord had never writie? If thy Prince had fealed 
thee but a Patent of fome Lordthip, how oft wouldft thou be 
cafting thine eye upon it ? and make ic chy daily delight to ftudy 
it, cill chou fhouldi{t come co poffefs the dignity it felfe And hath 
God fealed thee a Patent of Heaven, and doft thon let it lye by |- 
thee, as if thou hadft forgot it? O chat our hearts wereashigh 
| as he Hopes, and our Hopes as.high as thefe infallible Pro- 
mifes!. a | | 


| 


Cae _ ge : SECT. XII. _ e 
| 10. (7 ‘Onfider, Ic is but cqual that our hearts fhould be on God, 
: when the heart of God is fo much onus. Ifthe Lord of | 
Glory can ftoop fo low, as to fec his heart on finful duft, fure one 
would think we fhould eafily be perfwaded, to fer our hearts on 
Chrift and Glory, and to afcend to him in our daily affections, 
| who vouchfafeth to. condefcend co us | O,1f Godsdelight were no 
- | more in us, then ours isin him, whatifhould we do? what a cafe 
were we in? Chriftian, doft chou not perceive chat che Heart of 
| God is fet upon thee ? and thac he is ftill minding thee with tender 
Love, even when thou forgetreft both thy felfand him? Doft thon 
not finde him. following thee with daily mercies, moving upgn chy 
| foul, providing for thy body, preferving both ? Doth he not bear 
thee continually in the arms. of. Love? and promife that all (hall 
work together. for thy.good? and {uit all his dealusgs ro chy 
‘grcatelt advantage * and give his Angelscharge overs thee? cer 
ae ‘ | : can 
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| cantt thou-finde in thy heart co calt him by ¢ and be taken up with 

the Joyes below ? and forget chy Lord, who forgets not thee ? 

Fye upon this unkinde ingratitude | Is not this the fin that J/aiah 

1! fo folemnly doth call both heaven and earth: to witnefs againft ? 

|The Ox knoweth his owner, and the Afs hts d4afters Crib, but Urael| iat, 1,2, 3. 

| doth not know, my People doth mot confider : If the Ox or Afs do : | 

ftrag gle in che day, they likely come totheir home at nighr; bue | 

we will not fo much as once a day, by our fertous thoughts afcend 

'}toGod, When he fpeaks of his own refpects to us, hear what he 

faith, Ifai.15.16. then Zion /aith, The Lord hath forfaken me, my t: 

Lord bath forgosten me: Can a\voman forget per facking childe, that 

(be foould not have compaffion on the fon o Womb ? yea, they may 
ferget, yet will I mot forget thee: Behold, Ihave graven thee upon the 
palmes of my hands, thy walls are continually before me. But when he | 
Speaks of our thoughts to him, the cafe is otherwile, Jer. 2.32 (an 
a Masd forget her Ornaments, or a Bride her Attire? yet my People 

| have forgotten-me days withont number, Asif he fhould fay, you 

would not forget the cloatkes on your backs, you will noc forget 

your braveries and vanities, you will noc rife onc morning but you | 

willremember tocover your nakednefs;. And are thefe of mote. 

worth then your God? or of more concernment then your eternal |. 

life ? and yer youcan forget thefe day after day.. Obrethren,. 

give not God caufe to expoftulate with us, as Ifai.65.11. Ye are 

they that baue forfaken the Lord, and that forget my holy Mountain ; | 

But rather admire his minding of thee, and Jee it draw chy minde 

again to him, and fay as fob 7,17.What is man, that thou fhoulieft 

magnifie bim 2 and that thou fhouldeft fet_thy heart upon him ? and 

that thou fhouldeft vift him every morning, andtry him every mo- | 

ment? ver.18. So let thy foul get up to God, and vifichim every 

morning, and thy heart be towards him every moment. | 


ee eo 


SECT. XIII. . 


II. Onfider;Shonld not our intereft in Heaven, and our Rela: 

cion to it, continually keep our hearts uponic ? Delides 
that excellency which is fpoken of before. VYhy there our Father 
keeps his court ; Do we not call him oor Father which are in Hea- 
ven: Ah ungrations unworthy children, thar can be fotakenup in| 
their play below, as to be mindlefs of fuch a Father! Alfochere is 
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Chrift our Head,our Husband, our Life : and fhall we not loek ro- 
wards him, and fend to him, as oft as we can, till wecome te fee 
him face co face? Ifhe were by Tranfubftantiation in the Sacra- 
ments or other ordinances,and that as glorioufly as he is in Heaven, 
then there were fome reafon for our lower thoughts: But when 
the Heavens matt receive hins cill the reftieution of all things ; lee 
them alfo receive our heartswith him. There alfo is our Mother. 
For Feru/alems which is above fs that mother of us all,Ga/.4.36.And 
there are multitudes of our elder Brethren : There ace our friends 
asd our ancient acquaintance, whofe fociety in the flefh we fo much 
delighted. ia, and whgf departure hence we fo-much lamented =: 
And is thisno attrectivO™s thy thoughts? If chey were within thy |. 
reach on earth, thou wouldft go and viftt shem.; and why wiltchoh 
not oftner vifit chemin Spirit ? and sejoyce beforehand te think 
) se meeting them there again ? Saith old: Badinger, Socrates 
gasdet ibi moriendd effe,propterea quod Homerum,Hefeduws er alios 
praftantiffimos viros fe vifsrtens crederet; quanta magis ege gandee 
gus certus [une me vifterumeeffe Chriftem. [ervatorem menss, ater 
sams Dei filinns, in alfanot a carne, pratereatot faméliffimes c exi- 
mios-Patriarchas? &c. Socrates reyoyced that he thoald die, becanfe.| 
he believed he fhould fee. Homser, Hefiod, and other.excellent mens. 
how much more do I rejoyce,who am fare to feoChrift my Saviour, 
_ | the eternal Son of God, in his affumed fleth ; and befides,. fo-many: 
| nor and excellent men? When Luther defired to.dye a.Martyr, | 
and could not obtain it,he comforted himfedé with thefe theughes, | 
and thus did write to them.is prifon, Vefira vinculs mea unt, 
vefiri carceres G ignes met fant, dans confiteor & predice -vobifgue 
fimal compatior G congratulor-; Yet this is my comfort, your 
Bonds are mine, your Prifons and: Fires. are mine, while I confets: 
and Preach the DoGrise for which you fuffer, and while I {uffer 
and congratulate with you in your fufferings: Even fo fhould a Be- 
liever lookto heaven, and concemplate che bleffed tate of the 
Saints, and chink with himfelf, Though I am not yet fo happy as co 
| be with you, yet thisis my daily comfort, you-ace my Brethren, 
and fellow Members in Chrift, and therefore your joyes are my 
Joyes,and your glory by chis neer relation is my glory, efpecially 
while | believe in the fame Chrift, and hold faft the fame Faith and: 
Obedience, by which you were thus-dignified ; and alfo while I re- 
Joyce in Spirit with you, and in my daily medications congrathlate 
leather 
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your happinefs. Moreover, our houfe and home is above. For | 


a4 ~ 


{o in love Withtears and.wants;:as to forget ont etérngl Joys and} 
| . Oooy * — -Reft?h 
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Reft? Chrittians, 1. ptay youthink whether chis become us? or 
whether this be the part of a wife or thankful man? why here 
thou are fike to other mén, ‘as the heir under age, who differs noc 
from afervant; buethereit is chat chou (halt be promored, and 
fully eftaced in ali that was promifed. Surely, God ufeth co plead 
his propriety in-us, and from thence co conclude rodo us good ; 
even becaufe we are his own people, whem he hach chofen oat of 
afl the world: And why then do we not plead our inrereft in 
him, and thence fetch Arguments to raiféup our hearts, even be- 
caufe he is our own God, and becaufe che place is our own pofter- 
fion ? “Mew ule in’othér things to ower-love, and over-value their 
own, and too much co minde their own things: O, thar we could 
minde our own isheritance ! and value 1 but half as ic dothde- 
ferve / | a ee is 


‘ : s 


“sek wind ° SECT SIMS  *. 
12. t (sat confider, There is nothing elfe chats worth the fet- 
"ving our beastson, if God have them not, who,or whar 
‘fhall have. them ? if thou minde not thy. Reft, what wil thou 
mind@e? As.the Difciples faid of Cheift;: (foto 4. 32. 33.) bath 
any min given'hini meat to eat, thet we kuom not of ? So. fay-d to 
‘thee ; Halt chou found out fome other Ged, or Heaven, chae we 
know not of ? or fomething chat wild ferve thee in ftead of Rel? 
Haft thou fonnd on Earth an Eternal happinefs 2 where is ic ? and | 
What is tt made-of? ot who was the man that foand it out ? et who 
-was-he.thiat laft enjoyed ic ?, where dweic he? aad what was his 
‘name ?.or art thow che firft chat heft found-this treafire ? and 
‘that ever difcovered Heaven on Earth ? Aly wretch! traft not to 
thy difcoveries, boaft-not of thy pain, till experience bid thee boaft, 
or father take up with the experience of thy forefathers, who are 
-now in the duft, and deprived of all, though fometime they were 
as lufty and jovialasthou. .£ would notadvife chee to make ex- 
Pet at fodear rates, as all thofe:.do that feekafter happiness. 
clow.; leaft when che fubftance. is loft, thou finde coo late, that 
‘thou didft catch bur at afhadow ; Jeaft thou be like thofe men, chat 
willneeds fearch out the Philofophers ftene, though nore could 
effet it that went before them ; and fo buy theie expericace with. 
the lofs of their. own eftates and time, which they might have had 
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| aca cheaper rate, if they would have taken up with the experi- 
ence of their Predeceffors. So I would with thee not co difquier 
shy felf, in looking for chac which isnot on Earch; leat chou learn 
thy experience with the tots of chy foul, which thou mighteft have 
learned at eafier cex‘ms, even by che warnings of God in his VVord, 
and lofsof thoufands of fouls before thee. Ic would picy aman 
to fee, chat men will not beleeve God in this, ci chey have loft 
their labor, and Heaven, andalf: Nay, char many Chriftians, who 
have taken Heaven for their relting place, do lofe fo many |. 
thoughts needlefly on Earth; andcare not how much they opprefs . 
their fpirits, which fhould be kept nimble and free for higher | 
things. As Luther {aid to Afelantthon, when he over-preffed him: 
felf with che labors of his Miniftery ; fo may I much more fay to 
thee, whooppreffeft thy felf with the cares of the world. Vellexm 
te adbuc decies plus obrui: Adeo me nibil tui miferet, qui torigs 
monitns, at onerares teip{swm tet eneribus, C& nibil audi, omnia bene 
nreonitaconsermis, Erit cum [ere finttum tuam ban xelam frufira | tomy. rsift 
dasmnabis: quo jam ardes folss omnia portare,quafs ferrum aut [axwm | pas 355. b, 
fis. Htwere no matter, tf thou wert oppreffed cen times more ; : 
fo licele do I ptry thee ; whobeing fo often warned, chat thou 
fhouldft not load thy felf with fo many burdens , doft no whit re-. 
gardit, but contemmelt all chefe wholfom warnings: Thou wile 
fhortly when itis too late, condemn this thy foolifh forwardnefs, 
which makes thee fo defirous to bear all chis, asif thou wert made 
of Tron or Sconé. Alas, thae a Chriltian Chould rather deliphe co 
have his heare among thefe chorns and bryars, then in the bofom of 
his crucified, glorified Lord! Surely, if Sata fhould take thee up 
to che Mountain of Tempcation, and fhew: thee the Kingdoms, | ~ 
and glory of the world ; he could fhew thee nothing thats worthy | 
thy thoughts, mutch Icfs.co be preferred before thy Reft. Indeed | — 
fy far as duty ard neccfiicy requires it, we mult be contentto 
minde ehe things below ; buc whe is he ehat contains himfelt | 
.{ Within the compals of thofe limits ? And yee if we boand our}. 
cires and thoughts, as diligently asever we can, we {hall fide the 
leaft co be bitcer and burdenfom ; even as che lealt VVaip 
|hach a fting, and che-fmallett Serpenc hath his poyfoa. As 
old Hisltenins {aid of Rome, Eft proprivm Romana poteftates 
nt fit ferreum , c& licet “digits minerentur ad parvitatem ache , 
tamen manent ferres : It as proper to the Romane powcr to 
: — O0002 be 
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; | be of iron,and though tbe fingers of it be diminithed to the {malnefs 
| | | ofa ncedle,vet they are iron fill; The like may I fay of our earthly 
| cares, It is their property tobe hardand croublous, and fo they 
| wili be when-they are at the leaft: Verily, if we had no higher. 

! hopes then whats on earth, I fhould take man for a mofthilly crea- 
ture, and his work and wages, all histravel and his felicity, tobe 
no better then dreams and vanicy, and fcarce worth the minding 
or mentioning, efpecially to thee a Chriltian fhould it feem fo, 
whofe eyesare opened by che Word and Spirit, to fee the emp- 

_ | tinefs of all chefe things, and the pretious worth of the things a- 

‘bove: Orthenbe not detained by thefe filly things, but if Satan 

prefent them to thee in a temptation, fend them away from 

whence they came; as Pellicanus did fend back the filver bow] 

(which the Bifhop had fene him for a coken ) with this anfwer, 

Aftrifti fant guotquot Tyguricives & inguilini, bu fngalis annis, 

Solenni jnramento, ne quis corum ullum munis ab ullo principe acci 

pie; Allchat are Citizens and Inhabitants of ot Slee, are fo- 

_| lemnly fworn twice a ycer, not to receive any gift from any Prince 
abroad ; fo fay thou, we the Citizens and Inhabitants of heaven, 

are bound by folemn and frequent Covenants, not to-have our 

hearts enticed or entangled, with any forraign honors or delights, 

" | but only with thofe of our own Countrey : If thy thoughts (hould 

like'the laborious Bee, gd over the world from flower co Hower, 

from creature to creature, they would bring thee no Honey or 

fweetnefs home, fave what they gathered from their relations 

. «4 to-Brermity. — : 

| Objet. But you will fay perhaps, Divinity is of larger extent, 

{ then onely to creat ofthe life to come, or the way thereto; there 

are many controveifies of great difficulty, which therefore require 

| much of our thoughts, and fo they muft not be all of heaven. 

Anfw.. For the {maller controverfies which have vexed our 

: Times, and caufed the doleful divifions among us, I expsefs my 

minde as that of Graferus, Cum in vifitatione egrotorum,c& ad emi- 
grationem ex hac vita beatam preparatione daprehends|fet controver- 
fias illas Theologicas, qua [cientiam quidem inflantem pariunt, con- 
Scientias vero filuttuantes non fedant, quaque hodie magna animurums 
contentione agstantur,  magnos tumultus in sebaibed. egcitant, 
nulluns prorfus ufum babere, quinimo confcsentias fimpliciorum.non 
aliter ac olim in Papatn humans firments intricare; Capit ab eis toto 
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animso abhorrere, G& in publicis concionibus tantum ea proponere, que 
ad fidem falvificam in (briftum accendendam,c ad pictatem veram 
juxta verbum Dei exercendam, veramque confolationem i vita & 
morte preftandam faciebant; When he had found in his vifiting the 
fick, and in his own preparations for well dying, that the Contro- 
‘verfies in Divinity ( which beget a fwelling knowledg, but do not 


| quiet troubled confciences, and which are atthis day agitated | 


with fuch contention of fpirits, and raife fuch tumults in Com- 
monwealths) are indeed utterly ufelefs, yea and moreover, do 
intangle the confciences of the fimple, juft as the humane inventi- 
ons in Popery formerly did ; he begun with full bent of minde to 
{hun orabhor them, and in his publike Preaching to propound 
-onely thofe things which tended to the kindling a true faith in Je- 
fus Chrift, and tothe exercife oftrue godlinefs according to the 
Word of God, and to the procuring of true confolation, both in 
life and ac death. Ican fcarce exprefs my own minde more. plain- 


ly, then in this Hiftortans expreffions of the minde of Graferus. | 


While I had fome competent meafure of health, and look't at 
death as at a greater diftance, there was no man m :r¢ delighted in 
the ftudy of controverfie ; but when 1 faw dying men have no 
minde on't,and hoviunfavory and uncomfortable fuch conferer.ce 
was to them, and when I had oft been neerto death my felf, and 
found no delight in them, further then they confirmed, or illu. 
‘trated the Do@rine of eternal Glory, Ihave minded them ever 


fince the lefs: Though every Truth of Godis pretious, and it is j. 
| the fin and (hame of Profeffors that are no more able to defend | 
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the Truth, yet fhould all our Rudy of controverfie be ftillin rela- | 
‘tion to this perpetual Reft, and confequently be kept within its | 


‘bounds, and with moft Chriftians, not have the twentieth part of 
| our time or thoughts : Who that hath cried both ftudies, doth not 
cry out, as Summerhard was wont to do of the Popiflh School 


Divinity, Ques me miferum tandem liberabit ab ifta rixofa T keolo- 


gia? Who will once deliver me wretch from this wrangling kinde | 


of Divinity? And asits faid of Bachalcer,C xm eximits a Deo dotibus. 


eff et decoratus, tncertamen tamen cum rabiofs iktas feculs T heolages | 


defcendere noluit. Defis (inguir ) d:fputare, ceps [mppiture : quoniin 


illud diffipationem , hoc collectionem fiunificat, Vast enim abis|\ 


controverflas motiers » . xi nulla nnguam amor Des [ein- 


tila calefecerat : vidit ex dinturnis T heolugorum rixis, atilitatss | | 
= — Oco00 3 oe 


in vita Graf~ 
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| nibil, detrimensi plarimam in ecclefias redundaffe. i. e. Though, 
he was adorned by God with excellent gifts, yee would: 
he never enter into contention with the furious Divines of thac. 
age, I have ceafed (faith he) my Difputations, and now begin 
my Suppuration ; for that fignifieth Diffipation, bur this Col: 

| le@ion: Forhe faw, thae thofemen were the movers of Cor- 
troverfics, who had never been warmed with one fpark of the , 
‘| love of God ; he faw, That from the continual brawls of Di- | 
vines, no benefit, bue much hurt did acerue co the “Churches ; | 
| 


and it is worth the obferving which the Hiftorian addes, 
Duapropter omncs ejus cura in hoc enat, ut anditores fitei fue cons- 
| wsiffos, deceret bene vivere & beate Mori; Et annotatum in ad. ' 
werfartis amici. eqs repererant, permpltos in extremo agane con{ti- 
tutos, gratias ipfi hoc nomine egifft, quod ipfivs dulln fervatorem 
Junm Fefums agnovilfent, cujus in cognitione pulchram vivere, mori: 
| vero longe pudcherrixum dacerent. Atque haud {cio arinan bac | 
~~ -: | épfum longe Bucholoero coram Deo fit Cloriofine futsrien, guans fi | 
: aliquot cententioferuns: libellorum msyriadas pofferitatis memoria cone | 
| fecvaffet, i.e. Therefore this was alt his care, Fhat-he might teach | 
hishearers, committed to his charge, J live well, and dic happily : | 
: And his friends found noted down io his Papers, a great many of | 
| perfons, who in cheir laft agony, did give him thanks for this very 
reafon, That by his dtreétion they had come to the knowledg of 
| Jefus their Saviour ; intheknowledg of whom, They effeemed it 
od feet to live, byt to die far more (Weer. Atk I catmoc tell, whether 
= this very thing will not prove more glorions to Buchelcer before 
God, then if he had confecrated to the memory of pofterity., 
many Myriads of contentious writings. And asthe ftudy of-con- 
troverfies is not the moft pleafant, nor the moft profitadle; fo 
much lefs the publike handling of them ; For do it with the great- 
| eft meeknefs, and ingenuity , yer fhall we meet with fuch unrea- 
fonable men, as the faid Bucholcer did, Qui arrepta ex aliqnibus 
yoculs calumniandi materia, harefeos infimulare c traducere oftix 
(| naam virnm non crubefcerent 5 Frufirachteftante ipfo, dextré dats, 
a dextre acciperent. 3. e. Who taking: dccafion of ‘reproach from 
fome {mall words, were not afhamed to traduce che good man, 
and accufe him of Herefie; while he-in vain obtelted wich them, 
that they fhould cake in good pare,what was delivercd with a good 
intention. Siracides faich in Ecclefiafticns, Chapter 26. [hat a 
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| fSeolding woman fhall be fought ont for co drive away the enemies; 

| bue experience of all ages res us to our forrow , That the wrang- 
| ding Divine ts their chiefeft in- lec, and no fuch Scarcrow to them 
| ae alll - 

So then its clear to me, That there is nothing worth our miad- 

ing, but Heaven, and the way co Heaven. | 

 Allthe Qoeftion willbe about the affairs of Church and State ? 
Is nor this worth our minding ? to fee what things will come to ? 
and how God wil! conclude our differenced? 


ment of Chrift, and foto the faving of our own, and our pofteri- 
ties fouls, chey are well worth our diligent obfervation ; but thefe 
are onely their rehacions to eternity. Orherwife I fhould look ub 
on all the fties and commotions in the world, but as the bufie gad- 
ing of a -heip of Ants, or the {warming of a neft of Wafps or 
Bees: The {parn of amans foot deftroges all cheit labor 3’ or as: 
an Enterlude or Tragedy of a few hours ong: They firft quarrel, 
and. then fight, and: lex out one anothers blood, and bring chem- 
felves more fpeedilys and violently to their graves ; which how- 
‘ever they ‘could not long have delayed, and fo come down, and | 
the Play 9 ended: And the next generation facceeds them in 
‘their madnefé, and‘make the like buftle_ in the world. for.a time ; 
and fo they alfo come down, and fie inthe duft. Like the Romax 
Gladiatores , that would kill one another by the hutidreds, to make 
the beholders a folemn thew; or as the young men of foub and 
efbrer, that mult play before them, by {tabbing one anotherto 
the heart, and fall down and. dye, and there is an end of the fport. 
And is this worth a wife mans obfervance ? a 

Surely, ourvery bodies themfelves, for whichwe make all this 
ado inthe world, are very filly pieces: Look upon them (not as 
they are fet out ina borrowed bravery) but asthey lie rocting ina 
ditch, or a grave; andyon will fay, they are filly things indeed. | 
} Why then, fure all our dealingsin the world, oor buyings and fell- 
| \ings, and eating and drinking, our building and marrying, out 
Wealth and honors, our peace and our war, fo far asthey relate 
Not to the life tocome, bat tend onely to the fapport and pleafing 
of this filly fe(h, muft needs themfelves be filly things, and not: 


uch) is meaner then their end. And 


_ afnfww. So far as they are confidered as the providences of | 
. |God, and astiey tend co che fecling of the Gofpelgand Govern | 


ow the-frequent thoughts of aChriftian: For the Means (as — 
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| And now doth not chy Confcience fay as 1 fay, That there is 
| Nothing but Heaven » and the vay to ir, that is worth thy mind. 
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ae ar SECT. XV". a ee ee | 
Hus Ihave given thee thefe twelve Arguments to ‘confider of, 

A and if it may be, to perfwade’ thee to aheavenly minde - | 
now defire thee to via@y them over, read them deli Crately, and 
read them again, and then tell me,. Are a 

not ? Readergftop here while thon anfweref 
thefe Confiderations Weighty, or not ? aret 


vincing, or not? Haye I proved ic thy duty, and of Bar neceffity, 
tokeep thy heart on things above, or have I not-? Say, Yea, or 
Nay, man} If thou fay Nay ; 1 ami confident thon contradiGeft 
thine own Contcience » and: fpeakeft -againt{t- the light that isin 
i thee, and chy Reafon tells thee thou {peakeft falfly : If thon fay 
| Yea, and acknowledg thy felf convinced ef the uty ; bear wir- 
nels then; thac I have thine Own confeffion : That'very tongue of 
thine fhall condemn thee, and that confeffion be 


my Queftion: Are 
hefe Arguments con- 


CO; chatis ‘che nexe thing: tobedone: AL 
ake.you willing to Perform ic. 
1.kaow the whele work of. mans falvation, d 


Once gct over thisblock well I fee Not 
what could ftand before us. Be foundly. wilfi 
| more chem half done. IT have now afew Plain Dire@ions (CO five 
you, for to help youin doing this steat work 


a 
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". the avoiding of fome dangeraus * hinderances, 
which otherwife will keep thee off from this 


4 before thee. If I thew chee briefly where the 
b>” Rocks and Gulf do lie, I hope thou wilt beware. 
OS If 1 ftickupa mark at every quickfand, I hope 
I need ro fay no more, to put thee by ic. Therefore as chou valuelt 
the comforts of a Heavenly converfacion, I here charge thee from 
God, co beware moft carefully of thefe impediments. 

1. The irl is, The living ina known unmortified fin. Obferve 
this. O, what havock this will make in chy foul! O, the joyes that 
this hathdeftroyed } The blcffed Communion with God, that this 
hath interrupted ! The cuincs ic hath made amonglt mens graces ! 


| > Containing fome Hinderances of* a’ Hlearvenly 


ne He firlt cask that I mutt here fet thee, confifts in 


work, as they have done many a thoufand fouls 


The foul-ftrengthning duytics chat this hath hindred / And above 


§. x. 


* Ad illam vie 
aus redutritur, 
ti Quod ho- 

méper virtto- 
{tn affuefaki- 
onc & grat.~ 


am, fit radica 


bus in Virtuti> 


buss Quod 


nullam acle€la- 
tioncm babeat 


1% appetiti 


vane gloria, in 
cuptditate die 
viliarum, in 
concupifcentia 
oculernm & 


dilcLiam fufciemtiffimum , [uperexvtcllenters illum in corde flv dibgat fupcr omne qued potcft ese 


| Pppp | Chriftian . 
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Chriftian Reader, I defire thee in the fear of God, flay here a 
little, and fearch thy hears: Arc thou one chat haft ufed violerre 
with shy confeieage ? Ast chou-a wilfal ‘negleAer of Kndwa dy 
ties? eithey. publike, private, or fecret? Art thoue flave £9 chine 

| appetite, in eating or deinking? orto any other commanding, 
fenfe ? Artthoua proud Secker of chine ownefteem ? and aiman 
that muft needs have mens good.epjnion,..or clfe thy minde is all 
in acombuftion 2 Arc thou a wilfully peevith and paffionate per-. 
fon? asif thou wert made of Tinder_ or Guo- powder, ready co 
take fire at every word, or every wry look, or every fiippofed 
fleighping- of thee ? ar every neakcof a SURE ene OF Curtefic ? 
Art thou a knowing deceiver of ochersin thy dealing 2 or one that 
Thaft fer chy felf to rife in the world? not to fpeak of peace fins, 
which all take notice of : If this be chy cafe, I dare fay, Heaven 
and thy Soul are very great ftrangers : I dare fay, thouart {eldom 
‘in Heart with God ; and chere iglietle hope it fhould ever be bec- 
ter, aslong as chou conrinuelt in thefe tranigeefftons : Thefe beams 
in thing eyes, wil! not fuffer thee to logk co Heaven ; thefe will be 
_ 1 aloud between thee and God. When chou dof biit -atcempe to 
Study Eternigy, and co gather comforts from the life so come, ‘thy | 
fin will prefengly look chee in the face, and fay, Thele things betong 
NOt to oH > Héw thobtdft thou take comfort from Heaven, who | ' 
takeft fo much pleafure in che hafts of chy fieth 2 O; hovil his will | 
damp thy joyes.!. and make the thoughts of that'‘day, and ftate, to | 
_| become thy trouble, and noe thy delight ! Every wilful fin that 
| thou liveftin, will be co thy comforts aswatef tothe fire ; when 
: ‘thou thinkeft co quicken ‘them, this willquench thea; when thy 
_ | heare begins to dsaw-neer to God, this will prefenily come in thy | 
- | minde, and cover thee with fhame,and fill thee with doubting. Be- 
-- | fides (which is moft to the point in hand) it doth uuérly indifpote 
thee and difable chee tothis work: When thou fhouldit wind up thy 
_ | heart to Heaven, alas, ics byafled another way ; itis intangled in che 
_ | hufls of the flefh,and can no more afcend in Divine Medication;then 
-| che bird can file, whofe wings are clipe, or chat is. intangled in che 
Lime-twigs, or taken.in the fnare. -Sin doth cut the'very finews of | ° 
‘| the foul; therefore, I fay of this heavenly life, as Mafter Bo/tun 
| faichof Prayer, Bicher.ic will make thee leave finning, or fin will 
. | Make. chee leave i¢'3.and thas quickly.tog: For thee cannot con. 
- [Sinuexogecher, 1f.thou be-here guiky,whoscadelt this, 1 require. 


| | | thre 
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thee fadly £6 chink of this folly..O man‘ what a life doft chou 
lofe 1 and what a life deft thauchalé | what daily delights dott; 
chou fell, for che fwinith pleafure of a inking loft! what a Chrift | 
| vehat 2 glory, doft thou curn chy baceupod, whén. thot art going: 

eo che'érmbracements of chy’ Kellifly pleafiiees! P have read of a 
Gallant addidted touncleannels, who at laft, meeting with a bea 
tiful Dame, arid having enjoyed his flefhly defires of her; found |: 
her in the morning to be the dead body of one that he bad-formter- | 
fy Ganed with, which had been’ acted by che devit affnight, and} - 
fefe dead againin the morning. Surety alfthytitiful'pleafuresare | ° . 
fic: The deviFdoth animaté chem” in ee darkne® of the nig; 
‘but when God awakes thee, at che farther, ardeatty, the'deccit fs 
wanifhed, and nothing left buc 2 catkat3 co amaze thee, and bea 
“foedtacle of hotror before thine eyes Thou chitileeft theu haft 
hold of fume choice delight, ‘burit willturn in chy hand (‘as Afofts 
fod) intoa Sétpenc 5 ‘andithen thow woulda .faig be rid of it, tf 
thouknewedt how ; and wilt flie from the race of it, as rtiow dot}, 
riow etnbrace it ? end fall this now deraittchee from the highde- 
fiohts of the Saints? If Heaven and'Hell can meee together, and 
if Gud cant become a lover of fin, chien marft chou live in thy fin, 
and in’the taltes of glory, and maift have a cbnvétfation in Hea- | 
ven, thotigh théweherth thy:cormption. if therefore chou finde: 
thy felf guilty’, never doubt on ir, boe chis 16 che caufe’ that 
eftrangeth thee from Heaven: And take heed, leaft ® keep out 
thee, as it’ keeps our thy heart ; and &@ not fay, buc thon watt bid, | 
Takeheed. Yea, if choubeaman tharhichercohatt ¢fcaped, and | 
‘knowef fo raigning fin 1 thy foul; ‘yet: lec-this warning move 
chee'to-prévention, and ftir up a dread of ehis danger m-thy fpirie. 
As Husning writes of himfelf, That heating the mention of the 
unpardonableTin again{l the Holy Ghoft, ic ftirred op fuch fears in 
his {pirit, that made Rim cry ove, Whatif this fhould be nvy cafe? 
and fo rouztd him toprayer and eryal, So think thea, though chou. 
| erbe not guifey, what a fad ching ve were, if'ever this fhonld prove 
thy cafe: Addtherefore watch, ? 


- ppppa. | SECT, 


~ 
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me | A Sevorrd Widerance carefully to be avoided ,i6yAn 
| | : Earthly minde: For you ny eafily comerive, char. this 


The defcripti: | again: If thon be a man that halt-fancied to thy felf, fome 


‘Worldling, content “ot fippinefs to be. found on Earth, and beginneft to 


rd 


belerver 


| hope of 7 thriving here: When 


< geri Sg fout in the | 
-yiews of -C 


fhall live with 


-Dof thou notdelight, and pteafe thy felf with che. daily rell- 
ing thefe thoughts in thy minde , when a gracious foul fhould 
have higher delights ? Jf he were a fool by the fentence 0 
Chriff, ‘thar faid, Sosl take thy ref, thou- ha enough laid wp i 
many yeers: What a fool of fools art thou, that knowing this, 
[yet takeft not warning, bue ih thy heart fpeakeft the fame 

|‘words ? Lookthem over ferioufly, and tell me, what difference 
| between this fools expreffions,-and thy affections? 1 doubt not, 
bur chon haft more wit then co {peak thy minde juft in his lar- 
ake - ___- : guage | 
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|} gnage ; but, man, remember, chou haft to do with ehe fearcher of 
| | hearts.: It may be thou holdft on in chy courfe of duty, and prayeft 
as oft asthon didft before ; it may be thou keepelt in with good 
Minifters, and with godly.men, and feemeft as forward in Religion 
agever: Bot what is allthis ¢orhe parpofe ?. Mock not thy foul, 
man ; for Ged will not fo be mocked. What good may yet re- 
_ | mainin thee, know not; but fure lam, thy courfe is dangerous, 
and if thou follow iron, will endin dotor.. Methinks J {ee chee 
be fooling thy felf, and tearing thy hair,. and gnafhing chy reeth, 


vight thal! they require thy foul from thee ; and then whofe are 
al} chefe chings ? Certainly, fo much: as thou delightelt and refteft 
on Easth; fo mucttis abated of thy delightsin Ged. Thine earth- 
yy sinde-may confift with thy profeffion and commen duties; 

€ it cannot comfift with this Heavenly duty. I need not cell 


after, ever finge thou didit trade fo eagerly for the world. - Me- 
chinks I even perecive thy confcience ftir now, and tell thee plain- 
ly, that this is thy cafe; hear it, man; O, hear icnow ; leak 
thou heae it in another maner when chou wouldeft be full loth. 


thrultcheméelves into multizude of employments, and think they 
can never have bafinefs enough , cill chey are loaded with labors, 
and clogged with cares, That their fouls are aguntie to conve fe 


cil he hath even transformed his foul almoft into the nature of 
hie.dsoffie carkafs, and made it as unapt to foare aloft, as his body 
ista leap abovéthe Sun: And when all isdone, and. they have 
loft that Heaven they might have-bad upon Earth, they rakeupa 
few.rotten arguments to prove it lawful , and then they think chae 
..| they have falved all; though thefe fots would not do {fo for cheir 
bodies, nor forbear their eating, or drinking, or fleepimg, or 
fporting, chough they: conld prove it lawful fo to do; though 
indeed they cannot prove it lawfal neither. They mifs not the 
pleafures of this Heavenly Life, if they can buc quiet, their 
‘| Confciences ; while shey faften upon lower and bafer plea: 
fases. For thee, O Chriftian, who haft tafted of thefe pleasures j 
a Pppp3 _—s——_—iTadvife 


when thou hearelt-thy café laid open by.God: Thou fool, this | 


thee all chis, if thou wouldft deal impartially, and noc be acrai- |. . 
tor to iy Bile foul; thou knowelt chy felf how feldom and cold, } 
how curfory aad ftrange chy thoughts have been of the joyes here- |: 


O che curfed madnefs of many that feem tobe religious! who |. 


with God, as. a man: to walk with 2 mountain on his back ; and} — 
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kadwifo thee; as chou valuelk she enjayment, as ever thon wouldit | 
tafte of them any sore, take heed of thie guif af Ancarthly minde : | 
For if once: thou.ceme: 69 shis,: thac thou wil be rich, . Falleit | 
into tedipcation, and afease, ang ingo-divers foolifh. and hureful 
| belts s tt is Saint Pasis own words,s Zan6.g. Sccact.thy minde, 
i | asSuenl, on the Affes, whea the Kingdom of Glory isbefore ebee. 
Keep shefothings asthy upper Garments, fill laafc,abous thee, 
thar thou maift laythem by, when ever chery is canies Buc ket God 
and Olory be nextthy:heart;. yer, a6 the very blood aad Spune, by 
| which choulivelt ; ‘Scull remember then of she: Spisix, ‘7.ks feed 
7 oe Worlds enmity with Ged-: Whefeever thencfene witha a 
tof the World, isthe enemy of Ged, jamm.4. 4. -ond1 Johdt a. 
15. Love not the world, sor'tho things ta the world: If any wan 
love the world. the hove of the Father se not in iam.’ Lhe plan 
destms ; andhappyhe thas faiclifully recewesee, 
ee eee ee a a te ree, ee ae oe ee 
Et quod pias moles, ipfe amor muydinocudis cernituy sexparic, Gn fentitur du lie effe ad retv.es- 
dum 3 amarus verd ad perdendum : Amor dutem Dei é contra neu vidctar, C& feniite du. 8 id 
| acqutrendum, e& dulcis aA, dimiticadim, Gerfon, part. 3, fel! 382. De monte‘ conremplie. 
Cap. 23, yy ag eee : | a . ’ 7 4 ee er gee ue 


ie . . Oe 
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$. 3. woe SECT. HE 
3. ioc hinderance, which I mutt advife shee to. bewase, 
- JD \is. The company of ungodly and feaheataten. Net chac 
I wonld-difwade thee from iteceffary convert, ‘or from'doiig 
them ‘ang office of Love; efpectally noc ‘from endeavouring the 
-good oftheir fouls, 28 long as chon het any oppercunicy orsope - 

or wotldT have thee conclude chem co be. and Swine, that 
fo thou maift evade che ducy of Reproof : Norgerte judg diem 
‘fac dt alf, slong as there isdny-hope of better, or before dou 
art certaitr they drefuch indeed; much ‘tefs can bapprave of. che 
practice of thofe, who, ‘becenfe' the siolt of the world are naaght 
do therefore*cemeinde new Dogs-or:Swine,, before: ever they. 
‘faithfulty-and fovingly did admont{h them, yea, or perhaps before 
[they-have known chem, or fpoke wicththem ; and hereopon. they 
will not communicate wich chemin the kords Supper, but feparate| - 
| from them inte diftin& Cougregetions; I pestwade chee to n0| 
fuch ungodly fepararion ; Asi never fonad one word in-Scripear, 

; SL eedetiec tata. oes where 
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. SEE oon 2 : 
. where either Chrift or his Apolties denied admiteance to any man 
| thae defired to be a Member:oftthe Church, though bur onely pie. 
| feffing.co Repent und Believe ; foneither did I ever there finde 
| that any but-coBvidted Heretarks, or fezadalous ones (and thac for 
\ the mroft part. afser:duc.admorctod ) were tobe awided or de- 
| barred oar fellowfhip: And whereas it ts urged, Thac they are to 
{ prove cheir incereft co the priviledges which they ley claim to, and 
| HEE WES difpsove its. | Anfwer, ifthar were. granced, yee their 
meer profe(fine ta Repase and Beltevé.ia Chatitk, -ts a fuficientt 
| evidemct of theix intese&t-r0-Charch-member-(hip, and admitcance { | 
| hereto. by -Baytifin ( fappofing chem not adsniteed before; ) and | 
theis being Baptized: perfons, ee members of the, aniverfat vifible 
Church ( inro. which it is thac choy see Baptized) is. Sufficient eve | 
dence of cheir ineceeft. co che. Supper, ‘till they do by Hercfie of } 
1 Scandal Bloc. chac Evidence s: which. Bvidence if thay de produge, 
yca thouph chey are yer. weak in the Faich of Chrift, whois he that 
dare refute to'receive chem 2And this,after much doubting,di{puce, 
and ftudy of the Sceiprurcs, I fpeak as confidently, asalmoft any} 
troch of equal moment ; So plainis che Scripture inthis point, fo, 
aman thacbrings his Underitanding to the mode! of Scripture, |. 
Jand doth not bring a:model in his brain, and- reduce all he readés |” 
tothat model. Thedoor of the vifible Church, .is incomparably | . 
wider chen the'tleor of heaven; and Chrift: is fo tender, fo-boun- | 
1 cifel, and forward coconvey his grace, andthe Gafpcl fo free an 
| offer and imytacion co all, chat furely Cheilt will keep po oran off ; 
if they will-come quite over infpiria to Chrift, they {Tiall be wel. | 
comes If chey will come but.onely toa viltble Profefion, he vwtil} ' 
ec deny. chem admiccance there, becaufe they invehd to'go Ho |. 
Tarther,- bur will lec chem come as n¢cr as they will, and thac. chey 
come no further fhall-be their own fault ; and fo itis nog his read- 
nefs.ro-admit fuch, nor the opennefs-of the door :of his-vifible 
Church chat males men Hypocrites, but their own wickedneSs ;.| . 
Chrift witLnot keep. fuoh ont among Infidels, for feat ofimakinig.| 
' thy pocrites; but wheh the:net js drawn unto the {hore, the fifhes 
‘|fhall be feparated, and whea the time of Harveft comes, then the | 
| Angels fhall gather out of his Kingdom all things that offend, and J. 
them that.work iniquity, (7£40tb.13.41. There are many Saints| 
(or {antified-men ) thatyet-fhall never come to heaven, who ace} 
| onely Saints by. cheir feparation. from. Paganifm, into tellowfhip |’ 
with | _ 


Gyt 


Rom. 14.1, 
' 2 
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with the vifible Church, but not Saints in tht {tri@eht fene, by f- 

aration from the ungodly; into che fellowship’ of the myftica! 
Body of Chrift, Heb. 10. 29. Dest.7.6.and-14,2,2 I-and 36.19.and 
28.9. Exod. 19.6, 1 Cor.7.13,14, Roms.11.16. Hebsg 1, compared 
with ver.t2.1 (or.3, 17. and 14.33. x Cort, 3. compared with 


think chat I diffwade you from lawful converte ; but it is che un. | 
neceffary fociety of ungodly men, and Coo much familiarity wich 


_ | unprofitable companions, though they be not {9 epparcatly un- 
godly, that] diffwade you from. . There are many perfons, whom 


whofe conferctice is empty, unfavory, and arren, may much di- 
‘wert ourthonghts from heaven, and do.our felves a preat deal of 
_ {Wrong ; as meer idleneG and forgetting God, wi keep. a fou! 
as certainly from Heaven, asa profane, licentious, flefhly life: fj 
alfo will the pfuaif company, of fach idle, forgecful, negligentper. | 
_ fons, as furely keep our hearts from heaven,: a5 the company of 
men more diffolute and Profane, Alas our dulnefs and backward_ 
ne6s isfuch, chat we have need of the moft conftant and powerfu 
helps : Aclod, or a {tone that lyes on the earth, is as Prone co ari ge 
nd fly inthe Air, as oor hearts are Naturally to move toward 


meec wich the Ieaft impedimenc - .O think of this in the ch 
YOur company ; when you fpirits are fo Powertully difpofed for 
‘aven, that you need no hedp tolift chem Op. but asthe da 

yOu are alwayes mounting upward, and cartyiog with you al! Chats 
“your way ; then you may indeed be Sefs careful of ott, company. 


bur 
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but eill chen as-you love the delights of a heavenly life, be careful 
herein: As its reported ofa Lord that wasneerto hisdeath, and 
the Door that prayed with him read overthe Letany, For al wo: 
mentlabourine With childe, for all fick perfons andyoung children, &c. 
Frons lightning and tempeft, from plagne, peftilence and famine ; from 
bartel, murder, and{udden death, &c. Alas,faith he, what is this co 
me, who muft prefently dye ? cee. So maift thou fay of fuch mens 
conference, who can talk of nothing bac their Callings and 
vanity ; Alas, whats chisto me who ‘muft fhortly be in Reft, 


and fhould now be ¢frefhing my foul with its foretaftes? |. 
{what willie advantage thee to a life with God, tohcar where 


the Fair-is facly a day. or how the Market goes, or what weal 
ther is; dr is like'té be, or when the Moon’ changeth,. or 
what news is ftirring@ why, this is the difcourfe F earth 

‘met, What will it conduce co the taifing of thy heart God-ward, 


\to hear that this isan abfe Minifter, or chat an able Chriftian, - or 


~~ 


{You young men who are moft lyable.ro this ter "ee 
fad ly of what I fay . Can youhave your hearts in 


that this was anexcelfent Sermon, or that is an excellent book 7 
LO Hear a violent arguing, ortedious difcourfe, of Baptifih, Cere- 


‘monics, the power of the Keyes, the order of Gods Decrees, or 


other fach controvetfies of great rs | and jefs importance? 
Yer this for the moft part, is the {weetett difcourfé, that thon art 
like co Kave,of 4 formal, fpeculative,dead-hearted Profeffor. Nay, 
if chou hadit newly been warming thy heart , in the coatempla- 


. tin of the bleffcd Joys above, would not this diftonrfe benum 
Feige amd freez thy heart again P | appeafico the 


udg mene of any man thathach tryed te, and’ maketh obfervati- 


Jions on the frame of his {pirit, : Men-cannot well calk of onc thing, 
Hand minde another, efpecially things of foch differing natures. 


ation, think 
Heaven on aa 
Ale-houfe bench, among your roaring, finging, fwaggering com- 
panions ? or when you work in your Shops with none but fuch, 


+ whofe ordinary language is oaths, or filchtnefs, or foolifh ratking, 
“Vor jefting ? Nay, let me cell you thos much tore; that if you 


choofe fuch company when you might have bercer, and finde moft 
delight and concent in fuch, you are fo far from a Heavenly con- 
verfation, that as yet you have no title to heaven at all,and in that 
eltare thall never come there : For were your Treafare there, your 


-|heart would not be on things fo diftant, War.6.a1. Ina word, 
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- | our company will be part of our happinefs in-heaven, and its a fin- 

gular part of our furtherance to it, or hinderance from it. And as 
the creatures living in the feveral Elements, are commonly of the 
tefnperature of che Element they live in, asthe fifhescold. and 
moilt like the water, the wormscold and dry astheearth , and fo 
the rcft.: So are we ufually like the fociecy which we molt con- 
verfein. He chat never found ithacd, to have a heavenly minde 
in earthly company, it is certainly becaule be neyer.tryed. 


SECT. IMLe° + 


4. Fourth hinderauceto.a heavenly converfation is, [oo fre- 
| oe quen@difputes about leffer truths ; and efpecially” when 
a mans Religion lyes only in his opinions ; a fure fign of an unfan- 
Ctified foul. If fad examples be dodtrinal co you, or the Judgments 
of God upon us be regarded,I need to fay the leffe upon this parti- 
cular. Its legibly writcen in the-faces of thoufands ; It is vifible in 
the complexion of our difeafed nation ; This facies Hypacritica is 
out facies Hipocratica: He that hath che leaft skill in Phyliognomy,, 
may fee that this complexion is mortal,and chis piCture-like, (had- 
\ . | dow-like vifage affordeth our ftatea fad prognoftick. You thae 
have: becn my companiansin Armies and Garrifons , in Cities and 
untreyes,l know haye been my companions in this obfervation, 
That they are ufvally. men leaft acquainted with aHeavently life, | - 
who are the violent difputers about the circumftantials of Religi- 
on :: He whofe Religion is all in his opinions, will be moft fre- 
guently and zealoofly {peaking his opinions; And he whofe Religi- 
on lyes in the Knowledg and love of God in Chrift, will be moft 
delightfully fpeaking of that time when he (hall enjoy God and 
Chr ift.As the body doth laftguifh in confuming fevers, when the 
native heat abates wichin, and an unnatural heat inflaming the ex- 
_ | -ternal parts fucceeds;fo when the zeal ofa Chriftian doth leave the 
internals of Religion,and fly:teceremonials, externals or. inferior 
things the foul muft needs confume and languifh. Yea though you 
were fure your opinions were true, yet when the chiefeft of yoar 
zeal is turned chicher,and the chicfeft of your conference there laid 
our,the life of grace decays within, & your hearts are tarned from 
this heayenly life. Not that I would perfwadc you to undervalue the 
Jeaft cruth of God, nor that I do acknowledg the hor difpurers of 

: | th 
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the times, tohave difcovered the truth above their Brethren ;_buc 
+t in cafe we (hould grant them to have hit onthe Truth; yee let.e- 
yery Truthin our thoughts-and fpeeches have their due proporti- 
on,and Iam confident the hundreth.pare of our-time and our con- 
ference,would not be fpent upon the now:common Theams +, For 
as there is an-hundred truchs of far greater confequeace y which do 
ali challenge che precedencie before thefe, fo many of thofe Truths 
alone, are of an hundred times neerer concernment to our fouls, 
and therefore fhould have an. anfwerable proportion in our 
thoughts, ‘Neitheris icany excufe for-onr calting by thefe great 
fundamental Truths,becaufe they are common and known already: 
For ‘the chief improvment is yet behind ; and the fou! mutt be 

| daily refrefhed withthe Truth of Scripture , andthe goodness of 
that which ie offereth and promifeth , asthe body. mutt be with its 
daily food; or elfe the known Truths that lye Idle in your Heads, 
will no more nourith,or comfort or fave you, then. the. bread that. 
fies ftill in your Cupboards will feed you.. Ah he.is a-rare and 
pretious Chriftian, who is skilled in the improving of well known 
tniths. Therefore lee me advifeyou that afpire after this Joyous 
Life; {pend not too much of your thoughts, your time, your zeal,or 
iyhen hypocrits are feeding on huskes or fhels ,” or on this heated 
food which will burn their lips, far fooner then.warm and ftreng- 

‘| chen their hearts; then do-you feed on the Joys above. I could 
wifh you were all underftandiag men, able to defend e. 
very truth of God; and co this end that you would read and ftudy 
controverfie more: and yourunderftanding.and {tability in thefe 
dayes of cryal, is no {mall pact of my comfort and encouraginent : 
But til I would-have the chiefel co be chiefly ftudyed ; and none 
to fhoulder out your thoughts of Eternity : The leaft controvert- 
ed points are ufually moft weighty, and of moft neceflary frequent 

we coourfouls. ~- 0 2 a 7 

For you, my neighbors and friends in Chrift, I blefs God char 1 


= 


|. | fomething to 
, [day it down,. 


actemptable : | 


bur chink now cne thought what wilt be the Joy of thy -heart when thou canit truly fay,Lord thou |. 
bait written to me the great things of thy Law, and I have not accounted them as ‘ftrangz things, 


| ‘a, Pemple in preface to Vindic. Gratie, 


our fpeeches upon quarrels. that lefs concern your fouls ; Bur | T2celogea. ix- 


faich. Where thou canft not found the borcom,admitre the depth ; Kils 
weep over thy own ignorance, and fend one hearty with to heayen ;. O when fhall I 
‘come to kaow as I amknown.?— I he time is athand when all matt be accomplithed , and we 
Ol When arts fhall ceafe, and tongues be abolithed, and knowledy Vanifa away, Do 


have 


kis a good 

faying of P;. 
cus Miraudula 
wherewith D. 
E fins conclud- 
eth hisOrsation 
De Certitudine 
Salutis: Pert. 
tatem 2hilofa- 
phia guerit, 


venit, Religio 
poffedet » 
Study to o- 
bey,not to dif. 
pure: Turn 
‘not Confci. 
ence into 
queftions and 
controverfies : 
left while chou 
art refolving 
what to do, 
thou do juft 
nothing. Draw 
norgll to rea- 
fon, leave .* 
the book and 
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have fo little need to urge this hard uporryou, or to (pend my time 


and fpeeches im the Pulpit ,. on thefe quarrels, as Ihave been necel 
ficared to my difcontent for to do eliewhere : | rejoyce in the wil 
dome.and goodnefs of our Lord , whohath faved me much of chis 
labor. 1. Partly by hes tempering of your {pirits to fincericy. 
3. Pattly by che dolefil, gee profitable, example of. thofe few | | 
that went out fromuc,. whofe formerand pretent condition of 
| Spirit, makes them ftand as che putar of Sale , fora continual terzor 
and warning to you, and fo to be 38 nfefnl, at they were like to be 
hartful. 3 Partly by the contefftons and bewailings of this fia, 
ata that you have heaed from the mouth of the * Dying, adviling you 
doubt noe buy {tO Lewareof chanbing yaar fruitful fociery ,. foe the company 
deceives. ‘I do uafeignedly tejoyce itr thele providences,and b 


of 
cfs 


we fheuld be |, : 
Rillivaraing | che Lord who thus-eftadlitherh his Sainrs, Scody well chofe pree 
to know Moret |-cepts of the Spirit, Rom. 14.1. Hime thar ts weak tn the faith , re 
= pig t, \ietitoes due mor te cloubtfal difpwedrions, 2 Tim: 2 23. But feolife 
“when he lag ott and taleutned gucfions, avoid , knowing that.they do gender jirifes 
his death bed; | Ated thelervane of the Lord mult not ttnve. 771..3. 9. But avoid 
Jucundi ovens | foolip queftions and genealogies, and contcmtions,and firivings about 
| fibi difeofflers the Law; for they are unprofitable and vain, 1 Tim.6.3,4,5. ff any 
Hae lio | man ies otherwie, and confent not to wholefome words, even she 
| aliquid diaecif-| Words bf our Lord Poles Corift andto the dothrine which 13 according 
fer - — * | togedline{s 5 bese prond kwowing nothing but doting about que ftions, 


and firifes of words, whereof cometh envy, frife, railing, tid jurmé- |’ 
3 fings,perver{e difputings of wsen of corrupt minds, and deflitnié of the 
sruth, fuppofing thatgain ts godlinefs: From fxch Withdraw thy felf, 


5. AS you value the comforts of a heavenly Life ,. take heed of 
7 aproud and lofty fpiric. There is foch an Antipathy 
between this (in and God, that thou wilt never get thy Beate neer 
him, nor gec him neerthy heart, as long as this prevasieth in ic. 36 
e. * | iccalt the Angets from heaven that were init. sc atmofbaceds keep 
thy heart eftranged from it : If it caft our firft parents our of Pa- 
| radife, and feparated between the Lord and us, and brought his 
| curfe on all the creacureshere below ; it muft needs then keep our 
hearts from Paradife, and inereafe the curfed {epcration from‘our 
God. Believe it, hearers, a proud heart anda Heavenly heart,are 
exceeding contrary. Entercourfe with God will keep men low. 


Sy 
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and that fowlinefs will further cheir entercourfe : when aman is 


|| afed co be much with God, and taken up in the ftudy of his glo- 
tious attribares, he abhors himfelf in duft and afhes: and that felf- 
| | abhorrance is his beft preparative, £0 obtain admittance to God a- 
gsio. Therefore after a Pal humbling day, or in times of trouble, 
when the foul is loweft, ic ufeth tobave freeft aecefs to'God, and 
favour moft of the life above’: He will bring them into the: wil- 


‘ The'delight of God isin a humble foul, even him that is contrite 
|| and trembleth ac his word ; and the delight of a Humble foulis 
||(aGod :and fare where there is mutual delishe, there will be frecft 


Heaven would not hold God and the propd Angels rogether; but 
a humble foul he makes hisdwelling : and furely ifonr dwelling be 
withhim , andin him, and hisdwelling alfo be with us and inus, 
there muftneeds be a moft neet and {weer familiarity. But the 
foal chat is proud cannot eee privileds ; ‘God is fo far from 
dwelling in it, tharhe . 
looks npon it afar-off. Pal. 138.6. The proud he refifteth (and 
the proud refiftech him) but cothe humble he gives this and o- 
ther Grades, 1 Pet.5.5. A Bread: minde is a high minde in con- 
cut, fdfefteem, and camal-a(piring : A heavenly mmdeis.a high 
minde indeed in Gods efteem, and is higher (yet holy) afpiring, 
eheletwo forts of high-mindcdnefs, are more adverfe to one 
anicherthen a high minde anda low : As we fee thar moft wars 
Jand bloodthed is berween Princesand Princes , and not between 
a Pemce anda Plowman. A low Spirit and ahnmble, is not fo 
entrary to a high and heavenly, as is: a High and a proud: A grain 
Moftard Seed may come te be atree; A finall Acorn may. 
be a great Oake. ‘The fail of the windmil chacis now down, 
‘|may prefently be che hipheft ofall; A Subjeé cthatis low may be 
 Rafed high, gad he titat is high may beyet hipher , ‘as jong ashe 
Bands in fabordinarion to his Prince, who ts the fountain of honor? 
Gat if the break out of chat fubordination , and become’acom- 
; petttor, or willaflume aad arrogate henor to himfelf; he will 
-finde chis prove rhe Falling way. A man that is: {welled ina 
; Dropfie with winde or water , tsasfar-from a found we'll flethed 
conftitarion, as-he chatisina confuming Atrophy. Well then; 
me thou a man of worth in thine own eyes? and very tender of 


{dernefs, and there he will fpeak comfortably tothem, Hof-2.14. | 


|| admittance, and hearcieft welcome, and mett frequent converfe. | 


ladtadmh ‘icco any nece accefs, bue |. 
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James 4. 6. 


3 thine |” 


. | dams Thavloice. 
: . | not be brought tofhame thy felf, by hamble confeffion , when 


Nemo pluris 
afiimauit vire 
bulensy4udn - 

qui bons virt 

faman perdidit 
ne canfotenti- . 
1m perderets ub 
Seneca admo- - 


a 2 


Claritatem pow 
pulavewm, in his 
tervis plerique 
ne{clmus ane 


fere capit,con- 
temmere': Vim 
bus denigue er 
dechicum fa- 


| vam prelufire 


fulmsen ab arce 
ferit, fevd nobis 
& Chrifta vie 
vere optamuss. 


_[ bear agsudg at chofe that chouthink« ft do undervaluethee, and | 
‘| entertain mean thoughts of thee, though they be otherwife men 


tequam pant- 
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ne nc ee See SEN 
| thing efteem with others? Arc thou ane that much valuéft the’ 


_| applaufe of the people ?.and feeleft thy heart tickled. with delight. 
when thou heareft of thy great efteem with men? and much de-| 


jected when thou hearcft chat. men fleight thee? Do thou love, 
thofe beft who moft highly honour thee? and doth thy heart’ 
of godlinefs and honefly ? Art thouone that muft needs have thy | 
humors fulfilled ? and thy judgment mutt be arule to the Judg-. 
ments of others? and thy word a law to all about thee? Art chou 
ready to quarrel with every man, that lecs fall aword in’ deroga- 
tion from chy. honor ? Are thy, paffions kindled if thy word or 
.will be crofled ?. Art thou ready to judg humility co be fordid | 
bafenefs ? and knoweft nothow to ftoop and fubmic? and wilt 


thou haft finned againft God, or injured thy brother? Are thon 
one that honoureft the godly that.are fich? and thinkeft chy felf 


- | fomebody if they value and own thee? but lookeft ftrangely:at 


the godly poor, and art almoft afhamed tobe their companion? 


| Are thou one that canft not ferve Godin a low place , as well as 


inahigh ? and chinkeft thy felf che ficteft for offices and honors ? 


-and loveft Gods fervice when it ftands with. prefermient ? Haft 


thou nied and thy fpeech much onchy own. defervings? and 
are ae boaftings reftained thore by wit then by humility? * Doft 
thou delight in opportunities of fetting forth thy parts? “and lov- 
eftto have thy name made publike to the world? and wouldt 
fain leave behinde thee fome monument of thy worth, ‘that pofte- 
tity may admire thee when chou art dead and gone? Halt thon 
witty circumlocutions te commend thy felf, while thou feemeft to. 
debate thy felf, and deny thy worth? Doft chou defire to have. 
allmenscyes upon thee ? and tohear men obferving thee, fay, 
This ishe? Js this theend of chy {tudies and learning, of thy |2- 
bors and duties, of feeking degrees and ticles and places, that thou |! 
maift be taken for fomebody abroad in the world ? Are thou un 
acquainted with the deceitfulnefs and wickednefs of chy heart ? or, 
knowelt thy felfro be vile only by reading amd by hear-fay burenot | 
by experience and feeling of thy vilenefs?, Arc thou readier to de. 

fend thy felf and maintain thine innocency , then toaccufe chy 


| felf, or confels thy faule ? Canft chou hardly hear.a clofe reprool,, 


| . and 


" "Ty 
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and doft digeft plain dealing with difficuley and diftafte ? Arc thou 
readier in thy difcourfe to teach then co learn? and to di@ate to 
others, then to. hearken ¢o their inftru@ions > Art thou bold and | 
confident of thy own opinions, and litcle fufpitious of the weak- 
nefs of thy underftanding? bur a fleighter of the judgments of | . 
all chat are againft thee 2 Is thy {piric more difpofed to command 
and govern, then it isto obey and be ruled by others? Art thou 
J] | ceady ro cenfure the Doctrine of thy Teachers, the a@ions of thy 
Rulers ? and the perfons of shy brethren ? and co Phink, if thou | 
were a Judg. thon would{tbe more jult, or if thon were a Minifter 
thou wonldft be more fruitful in Do@rinc, and more faithful in| 
overfecing ? Or if thou hadft had tie minszing of other mens 
. | bufinels, thou wouldit have carried it more honelily and. wifely ? 
If thefe Symcomes be undeniably in thy heart, beyond doube thou 
art .a proud perfon. I will. not calk of chy following the fathions, 
of thy bravery and compoitment, thy proud gefturcs, and arrogant 
\ 1 Speeces, thy living at a rate above thy abilities: Perhaps. chy in- 
mpetency of eltace, or thy competency of wit, may suffice to 
reftrain thefe unmanly fooleries ; perhaps thou maift-rather feem. 
fardid co others, and to live at a rate below chy worth, and yee if |. 
| thou be guilty of the former accufations, be it known to thee, thou | 
art aperfon abominably proud, it hath feized on thy heart, which |. 
is che principall Fort ; there’s too much of hell abiding iathce, |: 
for thee to-have any acquaintance at heaven; thy foulis coo like |: 
the devil, for thee to have any familiarity with God : A proud man | 
[| isallin the flefh, and he that willbeheavenly muft be much inthe i 
|  Spiric. Is it likely chat che man whomid have here defcribed, hath | 
{| ether wilBor skill co go ouc of Himfelf, and out of the Fleth, asic 
| were, and out of che world, that fo he may fave freedom forcon- | 
| verfeabove? A proud man snake himfelf his God, and admires | 
and fetsup himfelf as his fdol ; how then can he have his aff-ctions 
| fer on God ?: As the humble ge-dly maa, is the Zealot in.forward 
wrorthipping of God, fo the Ambitious man isthe great zealot in 
“Idolatry ¢ for what is his Ambition, but amore hearty and caracht 
defire after his. Idol, then the common and calmer Idolaters do 
reach? And can this man poffioly have hishearcin heaven ? Its} 
| poffible his invention and memory may furnifh histongue, both «. 
with humble and heavenly expreflions, but in bis {piri there is no. | 
— more heaven then rhere is humility. | : 


—- - 
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29. 
[fai.s7, 20. 


Scitum eft illud 
Rabbi Levite : 
Maxime bumi- 
‘| i fpivitu efto: 


Expectatio 
exis hominis 
funt vermes. 


‘There's nothing in the world. will more eftrange.youfrom Ged : | 
| I fpeakche more of it, becaafe it is the mok commonand dange- 
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Lintreat you Readets,be very jealous.of your foulsin. this poitt ; | 


rous fin in Moralicy, and molt promotiag the great fin of Iafideb- 
cy : you would little think (yea, and the owners do. liecle chigk) 
what humble carriage, what exclaiming agaiok pride, what mopo- 
fal felt: accufing may ftand ‘wieh this diveli(him of prides, Q Ghai- 
(tian, if chou wouldeft live continually in thé prefence-of they Lord, 
jie in the duft,” and he will chence rake thee up ;; defcend Gri with 
himinco the grave, and thence thoumaift aftend with bim ee glasy. 
Learn of him to be meek and lowly, and then thowmailtsralte of 
this Refttothy foul. Thy.foul elfe will be as she: troslted See, 


| Rill cafting out mite and dirt, which cannut ret s; Amd in thead of 


thefe fweet delights ia Ged, thy pride wil filleheeswitkperpetaa! 
difguietnels.. “Ie is the humble foul that -forgeesings 4sod,-and 
God will not forgec. che humble, P/al.10. y. andg. 1.3.. Aghe 
that humbleth himtclf ase licele childc, (hail hereatedr: be great | 
inthe Kingdom ef God, A4atth.x3.4. Se (hall henow be great 
in.the foretaftes of the Kingdoni: Fer as wholeever.cxalteth 


| higeff fhall be abaled; fo he that hutnbleth -himfeif (aall.pe Gn 


both thefe refpects,) exalted, Aletth'25.12, God cherefore 
dwellech with him chat is humbte and contrite, torevive the Spitit 
OF fuch with his prefence, Yas. 47,15. I conclude with thar cow 


_| felof Fames and Peter, Humble-your felves -cheveforeinthe fight 

bof the Lord, and he thal! (now inthe Spirit ) lft pou up;Faw.4 to. 
Prov.' $+ 33. . 

and 18,12. 


and in due cme fhall (pertectty ) exalt you, 1 Pet. 5.6. Arid: when 
others are calt down, then hale choufay, There is lifting up, and 
he thal! fave the huinble perfor; 706 42.29. > 1 


a SECT. Vi. | 
6. y 5 nea impediment to this.Héavenly Life; is, Witful bz 
= nefs, and flochfulnefs of Spirie: And I verily think For 
knowing men, there is nothing hinders more thenth:s: ©, if it 
were onely the exercife of the Body. the moving of the Lips, ‘the 
bending of che Knee ; thenit were an ealie work indeed, and 
men would ascommonly ftep to Heaven, as hey go afew miles 
to vit afriend; yea, if it were to {pend molt of our days in 
numbering Beads, and repeating certain words and ravers, in 


—- voluntary 


—————— 
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voluntary’humiticy, and neglecting the body, 2fterthe command- 
mencs and doctrines of men, ((o/.2.21,22,23.) yea, or in the out- 
ward part of duties commanded by God, yet ic were comparatlhe- 
ty eaffe: Further, if ic were onely in the exercife of parts and 
gifes, thoogh we made fuch performance our daily trade, yet it |. 
were eafie tobe heavenly-minded. But ic is a work more difficult 
then allthis : To feparate thoughts and affections from the world ; 
£0 force chem toa work of fohigha nature ; to draw forth att our 
races intheir order, and exercife each on its proper obje& ; to 
hold chem co this, till they perceive fuccefs, and till che work doth 
thrive and profper intheirhands ! This, this is the difficule cask. |. 
Reader, Heaven is above thee, the way is upwards: Doft thou’ 
think, who.art a feeble, fhore-winded finner, to travel daily this 
fteep afcent, without a great deal of labor and refolucion * Canft 
chow get that earthly heart to Heaven, aad bring that backward 
minde to God, while thou lieft ftill, and cakeft thine eafe2 If ly- 
ing down at the foot of the Hill, and looking coward the top, and 
‘withing we were there, would ferve the turn, then we {h6uld have 
daily cravellers for Heaven. But she Kingdom of Heaven {uffereth 
violence, and the violent takg it by force : There muft be violence 
ufed to get thefe firlt fruits, aswell asto get the full poffeffion.. 
Doft thou not feel it fo, though I fhould not tell chee ¢ Will chy 
heart ger upwards, except thou drive it? Isitnot likea dull and 
jadith horfe, that will go no longer, then he feels the fpur? Doft 
thon finde ic eafie to dwell in the delights above? Its true, the 
work is exceeding fweet, and no condition on Earth fo defireable ; 
but therefore it is that our hearts are fo backward, efpecially in the, 
bepirining, cill we are acquainted wich it. O how many hundred | | 
Profeffors of Religion, who can eafily bring their hearts to or 
dinary duties, as Reading, Hearing, Praying, Conferring ; could 
. | never yet in all their lives, bring them, and keep them to a heaven- 
| |ly contemplation, one half hourcogecher ! Confider here, Read- 
el er, asbefore the Lord, whether this be nor thine own cafe. Thot 
| haft known that Heaven is all chy hopes ; thou knoweft chou mutt | - 
| fhortly be turned hence, and that nothing below ‘tan yield thee | — 
J reft ; thou knoweftalfo, that aftrange heart, a feldom and carelefs 
“thinking of Heaven, can fetch but little comfort thence ; and doft | >. 
thou not yet for all this, tet flip thy opporranities, and lic below |. 
in duft, or meer duties, when thou fhouldft walk above,’ and atta 
Rrrr wit 


re i ORS Ae Re ats 
ed = = wt &: &s x we 


eo 


; The Saints overlaffing Ref, 


.| with God 7 Doft thon noc commend che fweetnels of heavenly 
life, and judg thofe the exceflenteft Chriftians that ufcic; and yee 
did{t never once try it chy felf ?. But-asthe fluggard that ftrerebed 
himfelf onhis bed, and crycd, O that this were working 1 Sedoft 
thou calk, and trifle, and live at thy cafe, and fay, O that I ceuld 
‘get my heart to Heaven { This is to lie a bed and with, when thou 
fhoutdh be apand doing. How many a hundred do read Books, 
and hear Sermons, in expectation to hear of fome eafie courfe, or 
co meet with a fhorter cut to comforts, then ever they are like to 
finde in the Word | And if chey can hear of none from che 
Preachers of Tmth, chey will {natch ic with rejoycing from the 
Teachers of Falfhood ; and prefenely applaud the ae oF | 
| the do@trine, becaufe ic hath fiteed their lazy temper 5. and chink} 
there is no other doétrine will comfort the foul, becaufe ic wi 
not comfort it with hGiring, and looking on. They think cheir 
Venifon is beft, though accompanied with a fie, becaufeit is the } 
-eafieft cane, and next athand, and they think will procure che | 
chiefeft bleffing, (and foirmay, if God be as fubje& to miftake as. 
blinde J/aac.) And while they pretend enmity onely tothe impof- 
fibilicies of the Law, they oppofe the cafier conditions. of the 
Gofpe!l, and caft off the burden chat is light alfo, and which all 
muft bear that wilt finde reft tq cheir fouls; and in my judgment, 
i may as fitly: be ftiled enemies to the Gofpel *, . as enemieszo rhe 
4 Law (from whence they receive their common title.) The Lord 
| of light, and Spiric of comfort, thew thefe menin time, a furer 
J way for lafting comfort. The delufions of many of them are 
and crocpe 0 trong, and ungrounded comforts. they feem to have ftore, I can 
‘De wren tacie 7. a * inc a 
| duties delight thems, and go co their hearts 5 othertwife, ‘all cems to them unprofitable. Bat thefe | 
Kinde of men are like him, that being vexed with cold, will not go to the fire, except he were firft: 
‘warms or like ene that is ready to perith with famine, and will get ask meat, except he were fir 
_ | facished. For why doth.a maa give him(¢lf to Prayer or Meditation, but that he might be waym- 
‘ed with the fire of Divine Love? or, thathe may be filled with the gifts and grace of God ? 
. Thefe men are miftaken, in thinking the time loft in Prayer or Meditation, if they be not prefenc. 
[ ly watered with afhowre of devotion: For I anfwer them, That if they ftrive as much as in them 
lyeth for this, and go their duey, and are in war, and-in consinual fight againft their own 
‘thoughts, with difpleafure, becaufe they depart not, nor fuffer them to be qniet: Such men for 
this rime, are more accepted, then if*the heat of devotion had come to them fuddenly,- wither 
any fach conti, The rea(on is, Becaufe they ge co warfare for God, as it were, at their own 
colt and charges, and fervehins with greater labor aad pains, ec. Gerfon, part.3. fol.386. De 


cronte contemplationis, cap.43,. Read thispou Libertines, and cara better the way of Deyorien 
| ftom a Papift, : - 


; | lo * Indg 
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|, Judg it to be of no berter a kinde, becaufe it comes not inthe 
| [ Seriptare way: They willfome of chem profefs, That when they 
| meditate and labor for comfort themftlves, they either have none, 
oratleaft bot humane, and of a lower kinde ; bat dil che com- 
forts that‘they own and value, are immediatly injeéted without 
their ‘i : So dol expect my comforts tocomtein, in Heaven, 
{ bue cil chen, f am glad if they willcome with labor, and the Spirie 
‘will hefp mé to fuck chem from the brefts of the promife, and to: 
walk ‘for them daily to the face of God, — Ie wasan eftablithed 
| Law among the Argi, Thacif a man wete perceived to be idle and 
| lazy, he nmft give’ an account before the Magiftrate, frow he came |. 
by bis vidtuats and maintenance: And fure, when I ‘fee thefe men 
fazy in the aféof Gods appointed means for comfort, I cannot 
buc queftion how they come by their comforts’: I would they 
would examine ic throughly themfelves ; for God will require an 
account of icfromthem. Idfenefs, and not improving che Truth 
in painful ducy, is che common caufe of mens feeking comfort 
from Error; even as the people of J/rae/, when they had no com- 
fortable anfwer from God, ‘becaufe of their own fin and neglect, 
would ran to’ feek it from the Iddls of the Heathens: So when 
men were falfhearted to the Truth, and the Spirit of Truth did deny | 
{ chem comfort, becanfe they denied him fincere obedience ; 'there- | 
| fore'chey will feek ic from a lying fpirit. 7 2 —— 
A multitude alfo of profetiors there are, that come and enquire 
for Marks and figns, How fhdall I know whether my-heart'be fin-| 
cere ? and they think the bare naming of fome mark, isenough) 
to difcover ; but never beftow one hour in trying chemfelves by |_ 
the marks they hear. Sohere, they ask for direcionsfor a-Hea-} 
| venly Life,and if che hearing, and knowing of thefe directions, will 
ferve,then they willbe heavenly Chriftians ; Burifwe fecthem to | 
| task, and fhew them their work, and celPthem, they cannot have 
thefe. delights on eafier tearmes; then, here they teave us, as the 
young man left Chrift with forrow (How our comforts aré only 
in Chrift’, and yet this labor of ours is neceffary thereto, L have 
fhewed yon already in the beginning of this book y and therefore 
Atif refer you chicher, when any .{hal! put in ‘chat objection.) My 
advice to fuch a laziefinner is this: As thou art convict ‘that this 
work isneceffary eo thy comfortable living, fo refolvedly fee up- 
onit: Ifthy Keare draw back, and be undifpofed ; force it on 
: Rerer 2 with 
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with the command of Reafon; and if thy Reafon begin to difpate| 
the work, force it with producing the commatid of God; and 
pe it up with the confideration of thy neceffity ,\ and 


other Motives before propounded : And let the enforceitients 
that brought theetothe work, be ftill in thy minde to quicken thee 
in it. Do not Jet foch an incomparable ¢reafure tye before thee, 


| awhile thou lyeft {till with thy hand in chy bofom; Tet not chy life 


be acontinual vexation, which might be 4 continual. delightful | 


ak feafting,and all becaufe thou wile not be at the Fains. When thon 


raft once tafted of the fweeenels of it, and a little ufed thy heare to}: 
| the work,thou wilt finde the pains thou takeft which thy backward | 
fleth,abundantly recompenfed in the pleafures of thy fpirit.Only fie 
not {till with a difconfolate fpitir, while comforts grow before 
thine éyes,like.a man ip che midi of a Garden of Flowers, orde- 


lige ful Medow,that will not rife to pet the m,that he may partake 
- 9) y 


cheir {weetnefs. Neither is.it a.few formal lazy running thoughts, f 


| ¢hac will fetch thee this confolation from above : No more thena 


few lszy formal words, will prevail withGod inftead of fervent 
prayer. know C hrift is the fountain,and I know this,aé ¢ very’ other 
gift,is of God: But yet if thou ask my advice, How to obtain thefe 


« 


| waters of confolation? I moft tell thee There is fomething alfo for 


thee to do: The Gofpel hath its conditions , and work ; though 


. | not fuch impoflible ones as the Law ;: Chrift hath his yoak and his 


burden, though eafie, and shoumuft come to him weary and take 


off artis precep=. it up, or thou wilt never finde Reft co thy foul The wellis deep, | 
tio fae (umma | and. thou mult get forth this water, before-thon canft be refrethed 
afiduttate éx*) and delighted with.ir, What an{wer would you give a man that 


ftands by a Pump, or draw-Well, and fhould' ask you, How fhall 
I do co get out the water?) Why, you moft draw it up, or labor at 
the Pump; and that nota motion er two, bur you muft. pump 
eill iccomes, and chen hold ontil] you Ravé enough. Orifaman 
were lifting at a heavy bah ;. or would move a {tone to the rap 
of.a mountain , ‘and fhould ask you, How he fhould get it up? 
Why what would you fay, but that.he muft put to-his hands, and 
put forth his ftrength ? And what elfe can I fay co you, in direct. 
ing youto this Art ofa Heavenly Life, bur this? You muft deal 
roundly with your hearts, and drive them up; and fpur them on ; 
and follow them clofe till che work be done, ag a man willdo a 
lazy unfaichful fervant, who will do nothing longer then youreye 


-_ 
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is on him ; or as yeu will your horfe or ox at his labor ; who wilf 
not ftir any longer then hes driven; And if yourheart lye down 
in che mid{t of the work ; force ic up again ull the work be done, 
and let ic not prevaile by its ‘lazy Oeics I know fo faras you 
are {piritual,you need not all this ftriving and violence ; but that is 
but in part, and in part you are carnal; and aslong as it is fo,there 
is no talk ofeafe. Though your renewed nature do dc light in this 
work, yeano delight on earth fo great; yet-your nature fo far asit 
is fiefhly and unrenewed, will draw back and refift, and neceffirate | 
your induftry, * Jt was the Parthians cuftome, that none muft give |: 
their children any meat in the morning, before they faw the fweat 
on their faces, with fome labor, | And you-hallfinde this to be 
Gods moft ufval courfe , not to give his children the caftes of his 
delights, till they begin to fweas in feeking afterthem. Therefore 
‘Jay. them-both together, and judg whethcr.a heavenly Life, orthy | 
carnal eafe be betrer.? and as a wife man make thy choice accord. | - 
‘ingly, Yeechis lee me fay to encourage thee ;. Thou necdeft not! 
expend thy thoughts more then thou now doft ; ic is but gnly,20} 
employ them better ; E prefs thee notco bufic thy mindg such: 
‘more then thou doft;but co bufie ir upon berter and more pleafant? 
objeéts. As Socrates faid cq a lazy fellow that wonld fain go up: 
to Olympus, buc char ic was {9 far off ; Why, faith he, walk but as. 
far. eyery day, ag thou doft up and dowa abourrhy boule, and in fo , 
may dayes thou wiltbe at Olympus, So. fay J to thee, Imploy 
but fo many fesious thoughts every day, upon the excellent glory 
of the life to come, as thou now imployelt on thy neceffary affairs | 
‘in the world; nay, as thoy daily lofelt op yanities and impertinen-— 
cies, and thy heart will be at heavenina very (hortipace, =} 
_ To conclude this, As I have feldom. known. Chriftians perplexed | 
wigh doubts of their eftaté,for want of knowing right evidencesto] - 
troy, fo muchas for want of skiland diligence in ufiog them; fo 
have I feldom known a Chriftian, chat, wants che joyes of this | 
heavenly Life, for'want of being sold the means.to get.ig, bur T 
{for wane of a heart co fet upon the work, and painfully to af the 3 
means they are directed to. Icis the field of the flothful chas is | 
overgrown with weeds,Pro. 24.33 1 ,32,33,34And the defires of 
the forhful killechhis [Joyes}-becaufe his hands refufe to labor, 
Prov.21.25. whiles he lyes withing, his foul lyes.ftarving, He Gitb,. 
There a Lyon (there's difficulty 2 inthe way,.and turneth bimfelf 
. a Rere 37 on 
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| os-the-bed of his eafe,se a door turneth on the hinges; be hiderb bis 
|\band ite bis Gofonse, dnd it grieveth bins to bring it te. bis suet 
| ferough itbe c6 feed hintfelf wich the food of Hte,) Prov. 26.33, 
¥4,13,16. whats this, but-defpifing the fealt.prepared ? and fering 
light by the dear-bought pleafares?: and confequently by the pre- 
“| tious blood chat benght-them ? and chrowing away out own con- 

folations2 Forthe Spirit-hath told us, That Ke alfo thse-tsflochfal 

1-in-his ‘work, isbrother ta him that-is a greac-walter, Prep, 3 8.9. 
: _e to thy {piricual Work, and ftudy well che = 
ofit. ee —_ eT 
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at 2 j > alfoa dangerous -and: {eeret hinderance, to content-eur | 
1 - di felves with the meer preparagres cothis heavenly Life, while | 
’- | we are neter Mrangers to-the life. felf: when we take up with che 
| gpéer ftudies of heavenly thifgs, and the notions and thoughrs of 
thetn in our brain,or che talking of chem with one another, as ifthis 
‘J avebe all thac makes’ ts ‘heavenly people; ‘Ther's .sone.in more 
dangers ofthis fnare; chen chofe thar are muctrih publike dury, 
. . + i Specially Preachers of the Gofpel. © how. eaftly may they b¢ de- 
, WW eeived here, while ehey do noching more thes read of hfaven, and | 
| fudy-of heaveh,end presch'of heaven, ‘and pray, end tak oPhea- | 
fd yemPwhat 46 not'chis dhe heavenly Life’? O chat God would re- | 
| vealed our heart$ the danger oftins fare! Alas,all chis is but meer 
} preparation: This is noe the life we fpedk of but its indeed a necef- | 
| fery helpichercto.” Fintteat every one of: my Brethien in the Mi- 
niftry, chat they ‘ferrcty, and watch agzin(t chit Tempration’: Alat, | 

this 1 bic gathering: the-tilterials, and-not-the erecting of the 
| bnitdingie feif; this is Suc.gathering our Manna for others | 
I not cating.and digeltmg ‘our felves; ashe chat fits ac home May | 
ftady Geogtaphiy, afd draw mof exaG deferiptions of Councreys, | 
and yet: never fee them; ‘nor travel toward then fo may yon de- | 
1} {cribe'to others the joyes'of heaved; ‘aid yee neyercome peer ir in| 
| your own heartss'as a man may tell othérs of the fweetnels of mest; 
| which he never tafted, or ae:4 blinde man by learning may difputc: 
| of Hpte ‘and of colotts;fo may yon {tady and preach moft heavenly’ 
‘| macter,, vo ie fweetaed your own fpirits, and tec forth ' 
| cd othexsthar venly Liskiy wherewithy pur own fools were o¢-, 
ne eee oe yer 
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ver illighcened, and bring that fire for the hearts of your people, 
thar oe once warmed pe own hearts» If yeu fhould dad of 
nothing bar heaven while you lived; and preach of nothing bus hea- } 
ven to yourtpeopie, yet might your own hearts be frangersto ic: |, 

What heavenly paffages had Bz/eam inhis Prophefies ? yet licsle |! veriginum 
ofie ( its like) in hisfpirie ; Nay, we are under a mote fubeil cemp- | fad Seacce 
tation chen any other men, to draw us from this heavenly: life ; EH}! PA ea 
aut imployments did lye-at-a greater diftance from heaves, and | 47, PUM 
did cake up our thoughts upon worldly things, we thonid not: be | aibus mortaii- 
fo ape to be fo contented and deluded ; but when we fande our 

felves implayed upon nothing elfe,, we are eafier drawn to-take up | 
Kere : Studying and preaching: of heaven is liker to an-heavealy 
Life, then chinking and talking of the world is, and che likenefs is 
1¢that is dike to deceive-us > This is to dye the mok miferable death, | 
.even to: famifh-our felves, Becaufe we have. bread on our cables, |. . 
which is worfe then to famifh when we cannot get it, and: to die} -* 
fot thir while we draw water for others ; thinking it enough | 
that we have daily to do with it, chough we never drink it to: our | 
fouts refrething. Alf chat I will fay co you more of this, (hall'be in | 
the words of my godly and Judicious friend * Mr. George Abbot, 
which I will cranfcribe, left you have not che Book at hand in his | 
Vindicia Sabathi, pag.147,148,349. °- . ts pane, fince a: 
| And here: let me in aholy Jealoufie annex an Exhortation to| 4... aiid 
fome of the Minifters-of this Land ( for bleffed be God it needs preachingthefe 
notto all) tharthey would carefully provide, and look that they | words 
do not build che Tabernacle on the Lords Day. ; Imekn, that they 
reft not in the Opus operatum of their holy imployments, and bus 
{¥ing chemfelves about the carnal! part of holy things, in. putting 
off the ftndying of their-Sermons, or getting them by heart, (ex- 
cept it beto work them apen the Reart, and not barely commit 
them-to memory ) tillthat day, and fo chonph they take care to 
build the Tabernacle of GodeChurch,, yet they im the meantime | 
megie® the Temple of their awn. hearts in ferving God imette | 
. | Spiric, and not in the Letrer or outward:performance onely.: ‘But | 
> | Wwere well ifthey would gather and prepare their Manna, feeth| — 
' {tty and bake ie the day before; that when the Sabbath came they 
_ | Mighthave nothing to do, but so chew and concog ic into their 
own spirits, and fo fpiricually in the experience of-cheic ws 
_ |{bearts (not heads )- difh iteout.to their hearess, which would be 3- 
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happy means to make them fee better frute of their dabors : for 
| ved, and that whichis fpiricually and powerfully délivered in the 


| of the Lord, that are ftarvelings in the Spitit of the Lord, 
| fatisfying chemfetves in a Popifh peace of confcience in che} . 


| chemfelves, or like Taylors, -make‘cloathes for other men to 
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commonly that which is notionaity delivered, isnotiondlly recei- 


evidence: of the Spirit, ts , soey and favingly r€ceived, for 
fpiric begets fpiric, as fire begets fire, oc. It is aneafie ching to| 
take great pains in the outward part, or performance of he 

¢hings, which oft proves a fnare, caufing the neglect of che fpiric 0 
the inner man; for many are great laborers in: che Work 


deed doing, in {tead of Joy.in the Holy Ghoft, bringing indeed 
meat to their Guefts, but chrongh halhe oe letlach citing none 
weare ; fo they, never aflaying their. own points how they fic, or 
may fuic with their own {picits 5. bat think it is their dyty to teach, 
and other mens duty cedo. So far the Author, 
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Sy Aving thas Thewed tice. the biceks thy tway, and 
é told thee Whae Hinderancés will 2@filt chee “in che 
=> Work: ifhall now ‘lay chee down’ fome pofitive 
helps, and conclude with-a DiréGory to the main 

= er duty it felf. But: firft, I expe chat thourefolve a 
gainft che forementiontd impediments, that thou read them feri- 
oully, and avoid- chery faithfully; or elfe thy labor will be all in 
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| Vaia ; thou doft but go-about to reconcile Light and Darkness. 
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‘| Chrifkand Beltal, and to conjoyn Heaven aod Hel in irits:|- . 
. ‘| thou maift fooner bring down Heaven co ae en 
. | mauft cell chee alfo that I here expe thy promife, faithfully co fer 
' {upon the helps which.T thall prefcribe thee, and that the Reading 
of them will noc bring heaven into thy heart, but in their conftane 
| practice a Spit Hie a ; vce better for thee I had never 
| weitcen them,.and thou hadift never feen this B . 

if chou do not buckle thy felfto the duty. _— sine _ 
As thou valueft’ then the delights of thefe foreraftes of Heaven 
make conkience of performing chefe following. duties. , 


| -. SECT.IL . Z — 
T Now. Heaven to be the onely Treafure, and_Jabor to 
AN. know alfo whar.a Treafare ic is; be convinced once that: 
thou haft no other happinefs, and then be convinced what happi- |. 
nefs is there ; Ifthou do noc foundly believe it tobe the-chietet 
_ | good, thou wilt never fet thy. heart upon it ; and this convi@ion 
‘mutt finke into-thy affe@ions ; for ific be onely a notion, it will 
have Jittle operation : And fare we have reafon enough to be ea- 
fily convinced of things, as you may fee in what hath been {poken 
already. Read overthe Defcription and Nature of this Reft, in 
_{ the beginning of this Book, and the Reafons againft chy Refting 
below, in Chaprar Firft, and conclude, That chis ts the onely Hap- | - 
pinefs : As long as your judgments do undervalue it, your affe@ions 
matt necds be cold towards ic. If your judgments do miltake 
| Blear-eyed Lewh, for Beautiful Rachel, fo will your affections 
| | alfo miftake them:If Euah do once fuppofe fhe fees more worth in 
the forbidden fruic, then in the love and fruition of God, no won. 
der if ic have more of her heart then God; If A judgments once 
prefer the delights of che Fleth, before che delights in the Prefence 
of God, its impoffible then your hearts fhould dein heaven ; ag it 
isthe ignorance of che emptinels of things below, thit: makes men 
| fo overvalue them, (0 it is ignorance. of the highdefiphes a- 
bove, which is the caufe chat men fo lictle minde them : It you fee 
a purfe of gold, and believe ic co be but Stones or Counters, it will 
mot intice your affections toit ; icisnora thingsexcellency init 
felf, but its an excellency known, that provokes defire ; If an ig- 
norant: man fee 2 Book containing the fecrets ‘of Arts‘ or 
; | — SL: | Sciences: 
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Sciences, yet he values it no more then acommon piece, beeanfe he 

knows not what isin it ; but he that knows it, dothhighly vahe 
it, bis very minde is fet upon it, he can pore upon it day and nipht, 
| he can forbear his «neat, and drink, and fleep to read it >" As the 
fews enquired after Elias, when Chrift cells chem, that verily Elias 
isalready come, and ye knew him hot, but did unto him whatfoe- 
ver ye lifted ; fo men enquire after Happinefs and Delighe, when 
1 ix is offered rothem in che promife of Reft, and chey know ic not, 
but trample ic under foot ;'and as the ews killed the Afe(fab,while 
| they waited for the CWMeffiah, and that becaufe they did not know 
| him (For had they known him they Would not have crucified the Lord 
| of Giny. Ads 13.27. 1 sat 2..8,) So doth che world cry out for 
{ Reft, and bufity feek for Delight and Happinefs, even while they 
| are neglecting and deftroying their Reft and Happineds, and chis 
| becaule they throughly know it not ; for did they: kaow throughly 
| whacir is, they could nor fo fleight the everlafting Treafure. 


Sa. bo aa SECT. 11, | | 
: 12, Bex as to know Heaven to be the onely-happineB, foal 
| Awfocobe thy happinefS. Though thie knowledg of excel- 
| feney. and faitablenefs may ftir op that love, which worketh by 
defize s h Gapreacameie the knowledg of our intereft or proprie- 
| ty, to the fetcing awork of our love of peal mare We may 
confefs Heaven to be the beft condition, though we defpair of en- 
joying it; and we may defire, and feek it, tf we fee the obtainment 
tobe but probable and’ hopeful: But we can never delightfully 
_ | rejoyce init, till we ate fomewhat perfwaded of our title to it. 
‘What comfort is it to aman that is naked, to fee the rich attire of 
others? or to:a man that hath not.a bit to putin fits month, to fer 
‘afeaft which he muft not rafte of ?° What delight hath a man that 
j hath not a houfe to put hishead in, to fee the fumptdous buildings 
of others? Would not all this rather increafe his anguifh, and 
‘make him more fenfible of his own mifery ? So for aman to know 
the excellencies of Heaven, and not to Know whether he thall 
Saphir | theny, may well raife defire, and provoke to feek it, 
bur it.witl raife bur little joy and content. Who will {et his heart 
-On another mans poffeffions ? If your houfey, your goods, -yeur 
-. | Cattel, your children, were not your own, you would lefs minde 
them, and delight lefsinthem. © therefore Chriftians, ‘refit not 
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tiff youcam call this Reft your owt; Fie not down withour: sffa| - 
‘tance; gegalone, and queftion with thy felt; bring tity heart ro | 
the bar of cryal; force it co anfwer che mterrogatori¢s pur Co it ; 
fer che conditions of the Gofpel, and quakficattons of thie Saints 
‘Gh one fide, and thy performance of thofe conditions, ard che 
qualificati8ns of thy foot om the other fide; and then judg how 
neet they refemble: Thou Haft che fine word before thee, to jade 
chy felf by now, by which thor mutt be fudged at ehe great day : 
Thon art there before told the queftions that mult then be put te 
thee ; put chefe queftions now to thy felf: Thou mayft chere tead 
the very Articles, upon which chon, fhale be cryed?; why try chy 
felf by thofe Articles now: Thon may ft chere know befirehand, on 
whatterms me (hall be then acquit and condemned ; why try 
now whether chon art poffeffed of that which will acquit thee, or 
wherher thou be upon the fame cerms with thofe chat mult be com- 
demned sand accordingly acquit of condemn thy felf- Yee be | 
fire thon judg by a true toachitone, and miftake not the Scriptures 
defcription of’ a Saint, that thow neither acquit nor condemn thy | 
felf upon miftakes. For as groundlefs hopes do tend re confation, 
and are the greath{t catrfe of moft mens damnation ; fo groundiets 
doubtings do cerd tq difcomforts, and ate the great caufe of che 
difquicting ‘of the Saints. Therefore lay thy eet of tryal 
fafcly, and advifedly ; proceed in che work deliberately and me- 
thodicatly ; follow it to an iffue refoldtely and indaftrioufly ; 
faffer not thy heart to. give thee the flip, and get away be- 
fore a judgment, but make it ftay to hear itsfestence: Hf once of } 
cwice, or thrice, will not do ir, nor a few da ys of hearing bring it} 
to ifluc, follow ic on with unwearied diligence, and give not over |. 
dilt the work be done® artd cilf chou canit fay knowingly off or 
on; either chou art, orarenet, 4 membér of Chrift ; gitter shat 
chon haft, or chat thoo haft nor yet titfe ro thisReft. Be fore than 
reft riot in wilful uncereainties.. If chow canft not difpatch the work 
well chy ¢clf, gee the help of thofe chat are skilful; go torhy 
Minifter, if hc be a man of experitnice ¢ or go to fome able expert: 
enced friend, open thy cafe fairhfully, and with vhem to deaf plat- 
ly : And thos continue till chou hatt gor afurance. Noe but chat 
‘| fome doabrings may {tif remaine ;. but yet thou maift hrave.fo 
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» . | reckon all his@warin-Gheift, and fay, Thefe are the portion chat 
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‘| chac chere it isthat choy. ovittabide and. be happy foreves; how. 


“I plead for cheie unbelief, and cherith difteaftfal choughts of God, 
| and fcandalous injusions thoughts of their Redeemer: who repre- | 
| feny the Cevenant, as.ifit were of works and not of grace, and re- 


~ Aghat bath ftooped fo low, and fuffered fo much , and takenup a na- [ 
| willing co be his ! As if any.man eould chofe Chrift, be-| 


| mao were more willing to be happy, then Chrift is to make 


| the games of his people in heaven, ‘as you ufe to. write your names 
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ritance, we thould lefs need to perfwade their heé unto .é¢ 
or ta prefsthem to fee their delight in ic..O if mendid couly know 
that Ged is cheir own Father,and Chrift their own Re rand 
Head, -and rhat thofe are their own Everlafting habications , and | - 


cond chey chufe but beravilhed with che foyechonghts thercof 2 If 
a Chriftian-could but look upon Sun,-and: Moon ,.and Stars, and 


my Husband doth beftow, Thefe are the bleffings that ny Lord 
hath procured me, and chmgs incomparably greater chen chefe; 
what boly, raptures would his {pirit fecl? The more-do they fin f 
egainit their own comforts, as wellas again{t che Grace ‘of rhe 
30fpel,who are wilfa| maintainers of theig-own. doubtings ,. and 


prefenc Chrift is.an enemy, rather chen as a Savior ;: as if he -were | 
lad.of advantages againft chem, and, were willing that they 
ould keep off-from himand dye in cheir unbelief ;. when he ha 
called.themi fo oft, and. invited.chem. fo kindly, and born the hell} 
that fiiey (hould bear. Ah wsetches that we are! that be keeping 
up Jealoufies pf the Love of our Lord, when We thould be rejoyc- 
ing dnd pathing our fouls in hie love ! That can queftion that love, 
which hath been fo fully evidenced ! and donbt Bull, whether be 


ture and. office of purpofe , be yet walling to be theirs who ace} 


fore Chrift hath chofen him ! or any man could defire to} 
have Chrift, more then-Chrift defires tes have him | or any 


him happy /° Fie upon thefe injarious (if not blafphemous) | - 
thoughts |. If ever chon have harboured fuch thoughts in thy brett; 

or ifever thou have uttered {uch words with thy tongue, {pit one 
that-venome, vemit our that rancor, caft chem from-thee, and take 
heed how thoueverentertainef{:chem more. God hath writter 


in youg own books, or upon your own Goods, or fet your Marks 
on est own fheep :.. And (hall we be accempting to rafe them our, 
ato writ¢-our nameson the doors of hell? Bac bleffed be our 


= 
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3: A Nother: help(to. fweeten thy foul with the forerallsof| 

Ref, is this,,; Labor to.apprebend haw neers is, Think 
ferioufly. of. its-fpeedy approach: That which we think:is rrecr.at- 
| wand, we are more fenfible of; then chat which we behold at 2 |. 
diftance. When we:hear of: warcor famioin.another.country,it |. 
croubleth not fo much : ‘or sf we'hearit:prophcfed. ofa long time: | 
hence, fo if we heav:of plenty a great way off, ar of, a golder age | 
that thall fall our ,. who knows when ; this never rejoyceth us: 
| Bue if Judgments ar Mercies be in to.draw neer, then they affect 
Fius ; If we were fare we fhould fec the golden Age , thenit would | - 
take with es, When the plague isin.a Town but twenty miles off, >: 
‘| we-do not fear it;’ nor much prehaps, if: i¢be bucin another | 
| Greet : but ifonce it come to che next door, or #fit-feaze-on.one in| . 
|| our own family; then we begin to think on i¢morevcclingly; I¢is 
fo with mercies as well as Judgments, VVhen they are far off, we 
talk of chem as marvells ; but when they draw clofe tous, we re- | 
joyce in-them as Truths. This makes men think on. Heaven foiny 
fenfibly, becanfe they conceit it at too great adiftance ‘They look} = « 
atnaobipiee lagr thirty, or fourty yeersoff ; and this is -it thac 
dals their fenfe. As wicked men are fearlefs and-fenfelefs of judg- 
ment, becanfe the fentence is not fpeedily executed, Ecclef: 8. 1-1. 
So are the godly deceived of their comforts,by {uppofing them fur. 
‘| ther offthen they are. ‘Fhis is the danger of acting the day of - 
| death far from-us; VVhen men will promife themfelves longer | 
"| eimein-the world, then God bath promifed them ; and judg of the | 
length of their lives by che probabilities they gather from their 
Age, their healsh, cheirconfticucion and temperature’; this makes | rok. 13,37;. 
them look at heavenas'a great was off. If the the rich ae = 18,19,30, 

; | ofpel 
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1 Sam 28.19. 


| forefee thy dying timc ? :and look: upon thy. felf.as.coady oo. de - 


| fom hic, Dei-beneficio, 40. antesct nunqudys pews dicche aw cersus | 
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. Golpel tiadsiavetpested 26 hive lived giapy geers, he would fure' 
one pda store of providing for Etcraity;'and tcls of his pre- | 
feat. Rore:and : poffefiions; And: if we didngs chink of ftaying | 
many yeers fons Heavenjwe {hold rbink: ov it, with fac sore pier- | 
cing thoughts: «: This expedaripa of long bite, dark bogh the wick- | 
ied and che godly egtaadeslof: wrong! doy, myeh bectgr were | 


}itco:receive.the fencence afidcath to oncfelyea, and co haak an E- 
(‘sernity as neer arhagd ? Surely, Reader,thou ftandeft atthe door | 


‘and hundreds of difeafes are ready Waiting, to openthe door and 


- | fet thee in. Isnoc the thirty, or fonrty years of chy life that is pait 


quickly gone ? Is ir not avery little time when thou lookeft back 


Loni? And willaorall she rot be thocdy chal ?; Da‘notdayes 


‘and tights comenory chick? Dof-then ‘6c feel that building of | 
fleflrvo (hake # aud perceive chy hovwle of clay coroner 3 Look on 
chy glals, and fee how: iz rumee Look on. thy-watch, how faft ic 
-gecreth ? ahae a fhore moments between es and our. Refit: >. whae 
Atep isitlfrom hence to ‘Bvertaltiegnc(s.? White. | am ehsnking; | 


_ fand waiting offic, st -haftech wcec) end f aubeven endriag-intd ix be- | 


‘fore Fam aware, While thoo.act reading. chis , it poltech.on.and | 
thy life-will be gone aya talothat istold. Mayf: theu nor eafily : 


part 2 Tes buc a. few dages till: thy -fttpods shall lay shise.4c.che 
grave, and othets do che tike for'chem. 16: you vveribp believed | 
youfhould dye co morrow; howe ferioufly would yon chink:ef Hea- 


, veh to night ? The condemned: prifoger knew before that he matt 


dye, znd-vet he wasthen as Jowsl es any: but when ke beazscke 


| ference, and knowshe fath nota week co live, cheahew it Gnkes 


hisheare within him?Se chat:che trac apprehenfions of rht neeracis 
of Eceraity doch meke-mens theaghts. ofit tqbe quick and pienc- 
ing ; and pue life Iuo-chetr-fears and (orrosves, if chey arc-uakeecd, 
ad inco-cheir defires asd Joyes if chey haye affusaner of irsgiecy. 


| When the Witches Saat hadcold Sae/, By po morcow cnstinte 


thou fhaft be with me; chisquickhy. worked to bie veer heart, and 
isid him-down a9 cad onthe earth. And if Cant thould! fay co 
abehtevihg fouk, By to nrorrow this enna thom thals be with: me,thiy | 
would be a working wordindted , and would bring him. ir ipi- | 
ricte Heaven before. As CM elenchren was wom co:fay of hisnn. 
certain Ration, becaufe of the-perfecutiow of hiscnemics, Be cjam | 


Pye 


emma aati 


ee 
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effe, me per unans feptimanam manfurum effe. i.e. -Thave now been 
1| here this*fourty yeers, and yet could never fay, or be fore, that ! 
| thal! carey here for one week : fo may we all fay of opr abode on 
‘earth : As long as chou haft continued out of heaven,ehou canft not 
| fay, thon fhalt be out of it one week longer. Do but fhppofe ' char 
} you are ftill encring in it, andyoufhallfindete will much help you 

'} more ferioufly to minde it. a es: | 


wo. JSBCT. LVe foe 


4. Nother helpto this Heavenly Life, is, To be much in fe- 

‘ZL Krions difcourfing of it, efpectally with chofe thar caa 
_ | fpeak from their hearts, and are feafoned themifelves wich an hea- 
‘| venly nature. Its pitty, (faith Mr. Boletos) that Chriftians thould 
ever meet together, without fome talk of their meeting In Hea- 
ven, or the way to ic before they pare ; Its'pirey fo much’precious 
cine is {pen among Chriians, in vain difcowrfes,foolith jahglitegs, 
and ufelefs difputes; and nor a fober word of Heaven among them; 
Methinks we fhowld meet together of purpofe, to-warmn our fpiries 
| with difcourfing of our Reft. To heara Mindter ‘or private Chri- 
ftian fet forth thae bleffed Glorious State, with powerand fife | 
from the Promifes of the Gofpel ; Methinks fhould make us-fay, ‘as 


opening tows the Pid sani white he was opening to us the win- 
| dows of Beaver? I 


Z ee a 


jt 


675, 

~~ | ealk of things unprofitable, that we could rell how to pur ima 

Aa&s 1°. word for heaven, and fay (as Perer of his bodily food) Nowe, 
7 : for eat not that which is cominon and unclean ; this is noching to 
my eternal Reft: Orke good that we might both do, and receipe 

by thiscourfe! Ific had not been needful co deter us from tn- 

| fruitful conference, Chrift would not have calked of giving an ac- 
Marth.t3.36. | count ofevery idle word act judgment; fay then as Dated; when 
Pfal.37. $:6, | youare in conference, Let my tongne cleave to the roof uf my mouth 
ay | $f préfer not Jerufalem above my chiefeft mirth, And chen you ; 
| Prov.s5.4 | (hall finde the cruch of chat,’ Prev. 15. 4. 4 mbolfom tongue iss 

; ry ‘ ; ; 
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Tree.of Life, | 


Late oe | SECT. V. se oa ie 
s» A Nother help co this Heavenly Life, is this: Make ic chy ba- 
“i finefs in every duty, to winde up thy..affe@tions .ncerec 
‘Heaven. A mans attainments and receivings from God,: are an- 
fwerable to his own defires and ends; that which he fincerely fecks, 
he findes ; Gods end in the inftirution of his Ordinances, was, chat 
they be as fo many ftepping {tones co our Reft, and as ehe ftaiees 


re by.which (in fubordination to Chrift) we may daily:afcgnd unto it 
pin onrsttedtiome:ber this be thy end in ufing them, as it was Gods 


end in orddiniag them and doubriefs they will nor be urfusce Sul; 
though men be perfonally far afunder, -yec chey may eveaby Let- 
ters have a great deal of encercourlé,- How have mea been. re- 
joyced by a few -lines from.a’friend, though they. could nos {ee 
him face to face ? whar gladnels havewe when we do but sead.che 
‘| expreffions of his Love? or if we read of our friends prosperity 
and welfare ? Many a one that never faw che fighr, harh caiumphed 

and (houced, made Bonefitcs,. and rung Bels, when he hath but 
heard and read ef che Vidtory,; and may aot we have. entercouuk 
. | with God in his Ordinances, chough our perfons be yet fofarse- 
* | mote? May not our ‘fpirits.rejoyce in the-reading thofe lines 
_.. | which contain our Legacy and Charter for: heaven ?.wich what 
_ | Gladnets may we read the expreffions of Love? and hear,of the 
| ftace of our Celeftial Country 2? wich whac triumphant fhoutings 

may we applaud our Inheritance, though yee we have nor the bap- 
pinefs ro beheld ic ? Mea chat are feparated by fea and Jand, can 
yet by the meer enrercourfe of Letters, carry on both great a | 
| : . paint | 


a A 


Fhe Saints everiafting Ref. a 


Re ee Se 
painful trades, even co the valué oftheir whole eftate ; and maY 
not a Chriftian in the wife improvement of duties, drive on this 
happy trade for Reft? Come fnot therefore with any Lower | 
endsto duties: Renounce Formaligy,Cuftomarinefs, and Appfaufe. 
When thou kneeleft down in fecret or publike prayer. fec it be in 
hope co gec thy heart neerer God before chou rifeit off thy knees; 
wheh thou‘ openeft thy Bible or other Books, fet it be with this | 
hope, ‘co méet with fome paffage of Divine truth, and fome fch 
Wicffing of che Spicic wich ic, as may raife thine aifeCtions neerer 
Heaven, and give chee a fuller talte Thereof: when chou art fetting 
thy Foor: out at thy door, to go to the publike Ordinance and 
Worlhip, fay, I Kope to meet with fomewhat from'God, that may | 
raife my affections before retuene ; 1 hope the Spiri¢ will give me 
the meeting, and fweeten my heart with chofé celcftial delights, 1 f 
hope thac Chrift, will appear tome in that way, and thine about 
me with tight from heaven, and lec me hear his inftructing and re- 
viving veyce, and canfa the fcales to fall from mine eyes,that I may 
{fee more ofthat glory then F ever yet faw; [Rope before I recuch | 
to my houle, wiy Lotd will take'my heart‘iri hand, and Bing’ it 

| within the view of Ref, and fer ic before is Fathers prefénce, that ; 
_ | Tmay retnen as the Shepherds, from the heavenly Vifion, glorify- 
ing and praifing God, for all che things that I have heard and feert, | 


| Lake 2, 25. and fay, as a hue. behold his Miracles, We have 


I 
ice firange things to dey: Lake 5.26. Remémmbér alfo. to pray for 
1 thy Teacher; thac God would put fome Divine Méifage into his. 
mouth, which may leave a heavenly relifh on thy fpirit.. 
,. If thefe were our ends, and this qur courle when we {et to duty, |. 
we fhould not pe fa ftrange as weaictoheaven, © 
When the Sax firlt faw the ufe of Letters by our‘Engli; they 
thonghe chere was fure fome {pirit in them, that men could fo con-{. 
verfe together by -a paper; ‘If Chriftians would cake this courfe 
in thei duties, chey ‘might come to fuch holy fellowfhip with God, 
and fe¢ fo mich of fhe Mylterigs of the Kingdom, thacicwould] - | 
make thé Randeis by, admire’ what is in thofe Lines, whar isin . 2 
thac Sermon 2 What ts ia this praying ? tac’ Als his heare. fo full of 
Joy, and’ chat fo cranfports him above himfelf, Certainly God 
would nor fail us in owr duties, ifwe did nor fail our felves, and. 
then experience would make them {Weetertous,. 9. 
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[on that oar prefent mercits have co out great Eternal mercies , is 
{ the very qintelfence and fpirits ofall thefe mercies, Therefore 


| ‘as they: vote Be: hot intimate fome further fweetnel.. As. 


[relation makes a- wide difference.. Thou takeft but the bear a4 
eC 


| skilled in this Art /-Youcan open your Bibles, and read thers of 
|. | God and of Glory : Olearn to open the creatures,and.to open thie 
"| feveral paffages of ‘providence, .and to read of God ang ley 


| in the nfe of the Sacrament.Ifthou profper in the world ,-and thy | 
TO! 


‘ . | perity : 


“we - See 
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‘} perity : If thou be weary of thy labors, let it make thy thoughts of | 
| Reft more fweet :If thifigs go crofs.8 hard with thee in-che world,]}. 
_{ fet it make thee the more carneftly defire thac day, when all chy, 

forcdws. and fufferings thail ceafe: Is thy body refrethed with food | 
orfleep? Remember thy un¢opecivable,refrathings with Chrift. 

Doft thou hear any news that ‘makes the glad? Remember wha 
glad.tydings it will be, ta heat the found of the ccump of God, 
| 2nd the ab {elving fencence of Chrift onr Judg. Are thou delight- 

ing thy felf in the fociety of the Saints ? Remembers the Everlaft-| _ 
| mg amiable fraternity:s: thou. fhale have with perfected Saingsin | 
| Reft; Is God communicating himfelf recthy fpirit:? Whyremem; 
"| ber chat time of chy higheft advaacemeng,; when thy Joy hall be 
| full, asthy comsunien is full. DoS thowhear che raging poife. of 

the wicked > and the diforders of rhe wigar?. and the confufions 
‘im the world?like the noife.ia acrowd,og the soaring of the waters? 
. Why think of the bleffed. agreement tn Heaven, .and the melodic |. 
fous frarmony in that Quise of. God... Doft thou hear or feel the | 
tempeft of wars ?. or fee any-clend of bloed arifing ? Remember | 
_{ dite day when thon fhalebe-hoafed wich Chaift, where there 1s ao. | 
' thing bat calmnefs and amiable union , and where we fhall folace| 
puclelves in perfe Peace, under che wings of che Prince of Peace |: 
forever. Thus you may fce, what advantages to a Heavenly Life, |: 
every condition-and creatute doth afford waif we hadybuc hearts to 
apprchend ahd improve them :° As its faid of the Turkes,. that 
| Syl make‘ bridges of che dead badyes.of their men, to paile ever 
the treaches.or dieches MA their way; Se might Corie ef the 
Very-ruines and calamities of the times, and. of every dead body ac | 
mifery-that they fee, make a bsidge for che paffage. of their 
sce archi Reft. . And asthey-have-caughe th¥is Pigcons 
fwhict chcy:eail carriers in divers places, to. bear letters. of gnter- 
‘courfe from: frierid-co friend, ata very great diftance . fo might | - 

a wife indoftri6us: Chriftiza get his thoughts ¢arried into Hea-} 

ven , ‘and receive; as it were, returns from, thence again, by | 
| creacarés-of flower wing then Doves, by the affiftance of the. Spi- | 
‘rit the:Dove of God. : This is the right Dadglian fight, : and 
| chum we thay cake from cack birda feather,and make us wings, and 


{ 
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| a AA Nether ingle help is hid, Be mbch-in an oN 


7 
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shot} ‘heavenly imploy ment, fo the miorebeavenly the imploymcse. 
the more will it make.the Spirit heavenly; *Thotgh the-heart ba J 
|_| the Fountain of afl our actions, and che -adions willbe ofgdyipE}, 
-the quality of che heart ;-yer-do chof ations: bya kinde aftgge. 


¢ flexion, -work much on the-hedet fronv whence they: fpring:: ui The. 
| | ike al may-befaid of ‘onr fpecches.., So chatche wask of Pri | 
fing God, being the mol heavenly: work, is likely to rade sic She |, ; 


molt heavenly cemper:~ This is the work of ehole Saints. and Aa-. 
gels, and this will be opr..own-everlalting work 5 if we werg-mose. 
_ (take wpa this imploy-mene now} eve Should beshker to whag eve; | 
~ 1 fall be thes “Wherl eA riffci/e'iwas: asked: what -he thought.ef | 
 Muliek:? the: anlwers, Poles neghcicuntere hequycithapnen pabfare, " 
| Fhat fapiter did neither fing, ‘nor play onthe: Harps; thinking. 45, 
| an inproficable are co men, -whichwas nownore delightful to God. b- 
_ | Bue Cheiftians may bevee? aceite from thelike gronad, shar fingiog | 
| oF prarfe i aimott-péofitatle duty, betanfeirds fo deigbcfal, amit.| 
| were, God hinlel, thatRe Hath made it bis peoples krernal. | 
works. for #hey-fhall! fing the Song of. Afofes, and:rhs Song oh} 
thelLaml. As.Defise, and faith, and-Hape, are of fhegret. egor 
| tinuance, dten Loveand. Joy:;- fe alfo Preaching, and Pyayer, and 
Sdceamients ; -andallmeans foreenfirma fbn, aad -cxprtfien of | 
Faith aad Hope, thal:ceafe; wher oor Thanks:.arld Pratfe; and trix. 
umphant exprefflonsof Love and Joy fhallabide forever. “The 
“*hiyelelt emblemeof- Heaven thacLkaow upon tarth, is, When 
“che peoplt of God in che deep (enfe of his excellency:and bownryy 
| “from hearts abounding avitly Love and Joy, .d6..joya cogerties| 
‘both inbeast and voice, inthe cheesful and melodious linginy of 
‘| “his pratfes, Thofe chat deny the lawful ufe of finging. the:~¢rip-. 
cute Pfalms ia ourcimeés, do difclofe chejr-uatigavenly enexperi-: 
enced: hease, I-bhink, as. Wwethas-thar ignorant :underlandings,.|: 
j Had.chey. fele'che -Acaventy.dehghts, thao many. of cheis Brethren 
1in fuch dues have felc, .1 chink chey would have been of anorher 
., |: Mminde a And whereas they.are wont to queltion, ‘whether fuch de- 
|: Kghesbegenuine, or any becter then.carnal or delufive? Surely, | 


. | Fhe Saints everlafting Reft. | 
che very. relfith of Chrift and Heaven that is in them,the example of 


becteg.then Davids ; yea, or (hat was tolersble. to a judicious. 
Hezte and adp rather a-fhame. to-himfclf and his-opinion,, Bur: 
weet experience will bea.powerful Argument, and will teach the: 


° 


Lord; us.frequently as-thy own necefficies and vilencts's” ftudy the: 
mercies which thou haft-received, and which are promiled, ‘boch| 
sheir Own proper worth, and their aggravating circamfancesy asi” 
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| Pfal.135.3. and147.1, Yea, fet usrejoyce and criample in his 


praife, Pfal.1c6.47, 9 as 

‘| | Doyou think that David had riot a moft heavenly Spitic, who 

| wasfo much fployed: in chisheavehly werk? rie 
time, very moth rate your-héarts, when you do ber: ferieulfwread 

that divine Song of (Mo/fes, Dent: 32. And thoft bezvenly trera. 

‘| ted praifés of Devid, having alaoft nothing fomerime,- bat prait 

| in his mouth ? ‘Kiow much more would it raife and refreth ps, op $e 

_ | skilled and accuftomed in chework ot felves:? -I confels; go 2 

_ | manof’a lanpuifhing body, where rhe heart dosh faiac, and the 
| fpifies are feeble, the cheerful praifing of Ged is mare ‘difficult, 
 : | becaufe the body is che fouls inftruamenc ; -and.when it Kesnsiftring-_ 
‘ \ ed; oruntuned, the muffick is tikely to be actordinaly: boc dull. | 
—-/ Yer a fpitiqual cheerfuines there may be within, andthe hegstmay 
sors if not the ‘voiet. | Bue. where the body # Reong, rite fpisits | 

| Tively, thé heart chectful, and she voice: at command, pohaead- 
xf ' | vantage have fach for chis heaverlly work? with what alacedty.and | 
mt oe i they fing forch praifes?. O che madnefe of healchful 
, | youth tite lay ont chis vigor of body and. misde, apom' sain, d- | 
| lights and flefhiy tufts, which is fo-fit for the nobieft w OF gaan | | 

- (VAnd'O the finful folly of many of ute: Satis, who dretigh their 

‘+ °° [4piries in continual fdnefs, aud walt cheirdays in epmiplaintgand | 

| _, | gtoans, and fill their’ bodies with wafting -deeafes ,.and fo meke 
. | | themfelves both:in body and‘ minde, anfir: fos this fwert,and hies- 


6 


_ ‘fVenly* work ++: That when they thoald joy wich the geople-of | 

« ° & “pGodithispraifes, aid detight sheir fouls tn Giiging to His Name; | 

- ‘théy aré queftioning their worthinels, and {tudying their mileries, 

. | orraifing feruples about che lawfulnefs of the duty; and {rob 

' [God of his praife,and chemfclves of their folace. Buc the praatelt 

| deftroyer of our comfore in this dury, is our ticking fa the. cemal 

_ | defight'theteof, andtaking up imche tune and melody, end Ader 

| ing che heart to be alfche while idle, which. mutt perform the ebief. 

~e] cf part of the work,agd which Ghoul make ule of the melody, for | 
_ | tts ceviving and exhileracing. — 9 ata ag 


» 
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SFP thou wouldeft have thy heart fa Heaven, ‘keep thy foul fill 
_- » ) potfétfed: with true believing thoughts of theexceeding, in- 
-fite ‘love. of God. Love 3s the atcraétive of love. No mans 
| neage will be: fet upon tim thathates bint, were he never foexcel-. 
[tent ; for much upon him, that. doth not much love him. There is 
“feiw (vite; but ‘will Jove thofe that love them , be they never fo |- 
taean. No.doubt itis the death of our heavenly fife, to have-hard 
and doubefil choughts of God ; to conceive of himasa batcs of 
the Creature fextept onely of obftinace Rebels,) and as one-that | 
had rather damn us, thew faveus; and that is glad of an-Oppor- 
‘qthit? ‘vo do usa mifchie¥, or at teaft bath.no grew good wyllte |. 
ue: This is to put che Bieffed God into che fimilitade of Satan. 
“And who then can'fet his heart. and love spon him 2? When in our 
vile uabelief and ignorasce> werhave drawn the moft ugly pi@ure 
of: God in our imagmations, cher we complain, that we cammot | 
fove him, arid delight inhim. This is the-cafe of masty Yhoufand | — 
Ghrifthans. “Alas, that we fhobid thwsbelic and blafpheme God, 
atid blaft our owe foyes, and deprefs our fpirits! Love is the very | 
| effence of God. The Scriprure cetls us, That Gad isLeve ; it cell 
Tech us, That iFary-dwelleth piel a thache delighteth not tn. 
| che-death of him that dieth , bat rather, thathe repent: and Jive. 
Meacymore hath he teftified his love to his chofen;. and fits full re- 
fotation effedtually to fave them. ‘O, if we could always think.of| 
| God; buas we do of 2 friend; as of ene that doth unfeignedly | 
Jove us, even more then we'do our felves; whole very heartisfet | — 
{ apenas todo us good, and hath therefore. provided us an-evet- | 
‘faRting dwelling with himfelf,it would not then befohardto-have | 
ourheaits {till withbim ?. Where we love meft heartily, we thal ' 
chink moft fweetty,and moft freely: And nothirig will quicken our |. 
Jové more then the belief of histoveto ys. -Get therefore atrucr | — 
conceit of the loving Nature of God, and lay-up all the experi- | | 
ences, and difcoveries of his love toehee ; and then fee if xc will | 
not further thy heavenly-mindedaets. re 


cr 


3 
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9. A thing I would advift youto, is this, Be acareful | 
— d Mobferver of the drawmgs of the Spicit; and fearful of 
queaching its miottons, or refifting its workings ; If ever chy foul 
get above thisearth, and get acquainted with this déving in beaven, 
the Spirit of God ‘mult he cothee asthe Chariotto Eljahs yea, the 
| very diving -priaciple by which chou maft move and afcend: O then 
Ephel.4. 30. | grieve not chy Guide, quench noc: chy: Life; knock not off chy. Cha- 
1 Theis. 19. siot-wheelss if thou do,ne wonderaf chy. foul-be ar 2 lofs, and al! 
| Rand ftill, of fall co cae earth ; von little think how mueh ohe hfe 
. | all your Graces, and the happineds oiyour fouls doth depand upon | 
I {peak nor of | YOUE ready.and cordtal Obcdiertceto thé Spiric; When the Spirit 
| any drawing | urgeth theetofecret prayer, and thou refulelt ebediente ; when 
of Spirit a | he forbids thee thy known cranfgreffions, and yet.chou wile go 
bove, ae on>,.when he telleth thee, whichis che way, and whictrnor, and 
| Word, bur its | thos. wile noc regard,no wonder .ifheayen and chy foul be ftrange : 
enfareuis the | 4f:thow wile not follow the Spirte white ic-wonld draw. thee co 
y precepts and | Chrift, and to chy ducy, how fhowld it lead thee-to heaven, ahd 
prohibitions | bring-thy heast into the prefence of God? O-what fupyrnararal 
eae ~ |help! wbat bold acce fa hallchat foul.Ande in its approacheete che 
heats. and -(Admighty, chac is decuftomed ‘co.a conftarie obeying pf. the Spiric ! 
| char not peta |-And'how-backward, how dil, and (trange, -and-alhamed, will he 
lading the’. be to thtefe addrefles, who hath long'ufed co. break away fromahe 
| will, rf args Spincchac would have guided hims- Even as {tiffe, and unfic, will 
Seen te bo, | they be for this Spirituat motion, 45a dead man, to macural. £ be 
j ferch. thee, Chriftian Reader, learn well this Jeflon, agd cry this 
| courfe ; tec. nor che motians-of, thy bady énely,: but alfo the vex 
thonghts of thy heart, be de-che Spirits beck. Deft thou nor fec! 
aa a {trong impullion,-co retire from the world, and draw 
eer ta God ? -Odo nocnow disobey, but take the offcr,and hole 
up fail while chon inay{t have this ofgAed gale... Wbep. chis- wind 
blows ftrongelt, thou gocit faltctt, -eithertorward -or’packward. 
‘| The. more of chis Spiric we setift the deeper will it wound ; and che 
‘| more we obey, the {pcedier is our pace: - As he goss heayieft chat 
lmth che wind in his tace, and he ealie!t chac hath it in his back, 


‘| Confcience,as 
his Infru- 
ments to pers 
"| fwade the Wil, 
[aad 4f&@ che 
| Meare. 


ais 4 SECT. 


: % -— — = 


they be muck hindered in cheir heavenly converfing. Moft men are 


Look to this (pecially, you that are young, and healthful, and Iufty : 
‘As you love your fouls, remember tha in: Rom.13< 14. whieh con- 


the honfe, doth wrong the inhabitane. When the body isfick, and: 
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SECT. X. 


10. Aftly , Ladvife as a further help to this, heavenly work, That 7 
thou negle& not the due care for the healch of thy body, 


vand for che maintaining a vigorous cheerfulnefs in thy fpirits ; nor 


‘yet over-pamper and pleafe thy-fieth. Leara how to carry thy felf 
with prudence,to thy body. It is aufeful fervant, if chou give it its 
due, and but its due : Ic is a moft devouring tyrant, if chow give it 
the maftery, or fuffer it to-have what ic unreafonably defireth. And 
its as a blunted Knife, a5aHorfe chatis lame, as thy Ox that is] 
famifhed, if thou injusioufly deny je what isneceflary: to-tts fip- 
pore, When we confider how frequently aten offend on both ex- 
creams, and how few ufe their bodies aright, we cannot wender if 


very flaves cotheir fenfitive appetite, and can fcarce deny any thing 
to the fle(fh,. which they can give it on eafie rates, without much: 
{hanie, orlofs,or gtief. - The fleCh chus-uled, is as ‘untit co ferve-you, |, 
asa wilde colt co ride ons. Wheh Sach men (hould. eonver{e-in 
Hedvens the flefh will carry them to.aa Alchoufe, of to their fports, | 
to their profits, or credit, or vain company ;-to wanton practices, 
or fights, or fpeeches, or thoughts: - Ie-will thruft a-whore, ora pair 
of. Cards, or 4: good bargain into-cheix mindes, in {tead of Ged. 


verted 4u/tin, Make not provifion for the flefh, to fulfil ics defires ; 
arid that Rom. 8.4, 5, 6,7;8, 12,13,14+ - Some few others do much 
hinder their heavenly joy, by over: rigorous denying. che body izs 

ece ffaries, and fo-making it onable co ferve them. But the moft by 

urfeiting and excels, do overthrow and difable it. You love tq 
have your knife keen, and every inftrument you ufe in order : when |. 
your horfe gocs liftily how cheerfully do-youtravel? As much 
need hath the foul of a found and- cheerful bedy. Jf they who abufe | ” 
their bodies, and negled their healthy did weong the ficth onely,the | 
matter were {mall, bucshey wrong rhe foulaifo:: -Ashethat fpoils 


che fpirits do languith, how heavily move we in thefe Medications, 
and Joyes ? Yet where God denieth this metcy, we may the better 
bear ir, becanfe he oft occaftoneth our benefit by the denial. 

Uuun CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIL. 


Containing the Defcription of the great Duty o 
Hearvenly Contemplation. - 


Ga:  * SEC L ' 


pay Hough I hope what is already fpoken be not un- 
aay omen © urfeful, and chat ic will not by the Reader be cat 
“AR TAN § alide, yet I moft cell you, that the main chin 
oy a, intended is yet behinde, and that which I aime 

at when I fe upon this Work. I have obferved 
the Maxime, thac my principal end be laft in ex. 
ecution, though it was firft in my intention. All 
chat I have faid, is but for the preparation to this: The Do@rinal 
part is butto inftru& you for this; the reft of the Ufes are but in- 
troductions to this; The Motives I have laid down, are but to 
make you willing for this; The Hinderances 1 mentioned, were 
but fo many blocks in the way to this; The general Helps which ! 
Saft delivered, are but the neceffary Attendants of this: So that, 
Reader, If thou neglect chis that follows, thou doft fruftrare the 
main end of my defign, and makeft me lofe (as to thee ) the chief 
of my labor. I once more intreat thee thercfore, as thou art a man 
that makeft confcience ofa revealed duty, and that dareft not wil- 
fully refift the Spirit, as thou valueft the high delights of a Saint, 
and the foul: ravifhing exercife of heavenly Contemplation, as all 
my former moving Coaliderations fcem rcafonable co thee, and 3s 
thou are faichful to-the peace and profperity of thine own foul, 
thac thou diligently ftudy thefe Direétions following, and that 
| thou! 


Se igitized byMFOOQIC 
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thou fpeedily and faithfully puc them into practice : Practice is thé | 
end of all found Doétrine, and all right Faich doth end in duty : 4 
praythee therefore, rofolve before thou readeft any further, and 
promife here as before the Lord, that if the following Advice be 
wholfome to thy foul, thon wile confcionably follow st, and feri- 
owly fer thy felfto the Work, and that no lazinefs of fpiric fhall 
t*ke thee off, nor leffer bufinefs interrupt thy courfe, but that chou 
‘wilt approve thy felf a Doer of this Word, and not an idle hearer 
t onely. Is thisthy promife? and wilt thou ftand co it ? Refolve man, 
and then I thall be encouraged to give thee my Advice ; ifI {pread 
not before thee a delicions feaft, if i fec thee not upon as gainful a 
‘trade, and put not into thy hand as delightful an imployment as 
ever thou deale'tt with in all chy life,chen caft ic away,and tell me I 
have deceived thee, onely try it throughly and then judg ; I fay a- 
gain, if in the faithful following of this prefcribed courfe, thon doft 
not finde an increafe ‘of all chy graces, and doft not grow beyond 
the ftature of common Chriftians, and . art not made more fervice- 
able in thy place, and more pretions in the eyes of all. chat are Tamen bac via 
difcerning ; ifthy foul enjoy not more fellowfhip with God, and rf lap hg 
thy life be not faller of pleafire and folaee, and thou have not com: | iris, fed de 
fort readier by thee at a dying hour, when thou haft greatelt need, | furfum ef : 
then throw thefe Dire@tions backin my face, and exclaim againft | & cut vale 
meas a deceiver for ever. Except God fhould leave thee uncom-|’” sae sai 
fortable for alittle feafon, for the more glorions manifeftation of Be pia 
his Attributes and thy integrity,and fingle thee out as he did 70d, | rins, bis verd 
for an example and mirror of conftancy and patience, which would | ob/curius, 
bebuta preparative for thy fuller comfort. Certainly God will Gerfon.part 
not forlake this his. own Ordinanie.chue ennfcionably performed, | 3:4" Alpha- 
but will be found of chofe that thus diligently feek him. God hath, panies 
as it were, appointed to meet thee in this way : Do not thon fail | 14 - 
! to give him the meeting, and chou fhale finde by experience chat 
hewillnocfail, = — f 3 


oo duty which I prefs upon thee fo earneftly, I fhall nowde- 
{ibe and open to thee: for] fuppofe by rhis time thou art 


ready co enquire What is this fo highly extolled work? Why, it | Defcriprion. 
Uuun 3 is, | 
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"| is, ‘The fet and folemn atting of aij che pawars of thy foul “pen 


_ | this moft perfeet object [Reelt'] by Meditation. 
_ Twilla hiecle more fully explain. the meaning of this defcription, 
that fo the dary may lye plaine before thee. -1.The general ticle that 
I pive to thisdaty is [Meditation } Notas it is precifely diftinguith- 
ed from Cogitation, Gonfidération ad;Contemplation, but asge is 
taken in che larger and wfual fenfe, for Cogitation on things'fpiritv- | 
al,and {fo comprehending con(ideration and contemplation. 
_ ’ Fhac Meditation isa duty of Gods. ordaining , not only inbis 
‘written Law, but alfoiin-nature it felf; ‘I never met. with the. man 
[that would deny s Buc thac it is:a ducy-conftantly and confcionably 
praGtifed eyen by the godly ,: fo far.asmy acquaintance extends, I 
{ muft, withforrow, deny it : It is in word confefled:tobe.a Daty 
by all, but by the conftant negleftdenyed by moft. And (I know 
-not by what fatal cuftomary ‘focurity ic: comes to paffe, that}-enen | 
:that arevery tender confcienc’t towards molt other daties »-yer-do 
as ealily overtlip this, as if chey-knew it aovtobeadayy acalisThey 
hat.are prefently croabled in minde, if chey. omit: but a Sermon, a 
|: Fatt, a-Prayer-in, publique or private, yet were never troubled that 
| they have omicced Meditation perhaps ai! their life time: co. this 
_|-very day : Thoughiube thar dary hy whieh alf ocher datiesare im- 
proved, atid by whichthefoul dipeteth Truths, and drawech forth 
‘theic ftrength for its. nourifhment.and -reftething, -Cereainly I 
‘think, that as. aman is but halfan hour in chewing and taking into 
‘his ftomack, that meat which he muft have fevenor eight hours at 
‘Acaft to digeft ; ; foaman may take: into -his underftandingand 
_ |- memory more Truth in one hoor, then beioobte welleo digclt in 
Inany. Aman may eat too u€hybut hecannec digett too well: 
Therefore.God commandeth>Jojowe , That the book-of the Law 
depart not ont of his mouth, -bur that he Meditate therein day and 
night, that he may obferve to do aceording to that which is written 
therein, fof. 1.8. As Digeftion is the turning of the-raw food 
into chyle, and blood, and fpirits, and fleth : So Meditation right- 
ly mannaged, turneth the Truths received and remembred, into 
warm affection, raifed refolution, and holy and upright converfa- 
tion, Therefore what good: thofe. men are like to get by Ser- 
mons or providences,who are woacquainted with, and unaccuftom- 
ed to this work of Meditation, you may ealily. judge. And why fo 
| | much preaching is loft among us, and profeflers can run from Ser- 
—___—_ mga 


¢ 
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is 
monto Sermon , and are never weary of hearing or reading, and 

yet have fich languifhing ftarved fouls ; I know no. truer nor 

greater catife, then their ignorance, and uacon{cienable negle& of 

Meditation. Ifa tan have the Lientery , that bis meat-pafs from 

him ashe tooRitin ; or ifhe vomit it up as faft as he eates it, what 
{trength-and vigor of body and fenfes is this man like to have > | 

Indeed the may well eat more then a founder man, and 

the {mall abode that it makes in the.ftomack , may refreth 

ic at the prefent, and help to draw it out a lingering, lan- 

guifhing, uncomfortable, unproficable life : And fo do our hear- 

ers that have this difeafe ; TS they hearmore then otherwife 

they needed ; and the clear di covery aid lively delivery of the | . 

Trath of God, may warm and refrefh them a little, ‘while they.are 

hearing, and perhaps.an hour or two after ; and jit may be it may 

finger out their Grace, in a languifhing, uncomfortable, unproft- 

sblelife : Barif they did hear-enc hour and meditate feven, if they 

did’as conftantly digelt their Sermons as they hearehem , and not 

take in one Sermon before the former is well concoéted , they |- 

woutd finde atrother kinde of benefit by-Sermons,then the ordina- 

ry fort of the forwardeftChriftians do. know many carnal perfons | 

do make this an Argument agaialt frequent preaching andheariog,| P 
whodo'it meerly: roin-a-fothing-of the word, and-know farlefs{ -. 9 °° 
how to-Meditate, then they know-how underftands's tv Near: | 

‘beeing 2 4c une minde, you cannot fo eafily difcern their o- 

| anijfiion of it. Thefe are fick of the Anorexia and Apepfy,they have 

|| neither appetite nor digefton : ;the other of ‘the Boulimos, they 

have ‘appetite,'but no digeftion. ee 


SECT.WIN 6 §. 3. 


2: TF) Ut becanfe Meditation isa general word, and it is not all 
Meditation that I-hear intend ; I fhalltherefore Say thee 
down the difference, whereby this Meditation that I am urging 
thee to, is difcerned from all other forts of Medication. And the 
difference is taken from the AG, anc from the obje& of it. 


x. From the A@, which I call [ The fet and folemn acting of all 
the powers of the foul. J 


| Uunn 3. yi | 


ee. 2 
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ceflarily have fome relation to heaven before ami 
there converfe : J fuppofe chem to be che fons 


: the family of God, yea 
the fpoufe of his Son, when I perfwade them co prefs into his pre- 


: Ifuppofe them tobe fach as have 


hem to rejoyce in the Medications! 
of Reft. Thefe therefore being all Prefuppofed, are not the dar 
here intended and required : But it is the brin 


Ctifed difpofigions into AG, and the delightful r 
high relations: Habits and Powers are bur to enable us to Aion; 
To fay [1am ableto do this, or} am difpofed to do ir] 
ther pleafe God, nor advantage our felves, exc j 
doit. God doth not regenerate thy foul, ch 


know bim, and not know him 3 OF that it may be able co believe, 


dyer norte eelieve jor that it may be able to love him 
OSes ee. an y¢ NOt lov ee he: ther fe re makes thee able to know, 
~ # to believe,and love, that thou mayen mass 

: and lovehim. What 


good doth that power which Mews believe, 
inte A&? Thereforelamnot now 


Chriftian, but to be an A@ive Chriftian , according to che degree 
| of thac ability which thou haft. As thy ftore of money, or food, or 
rayment, which thou letteft lye by thee 


10 Profit or Coan. 
fort thee lieele or nothing, but in fatisfying th P 


thee to the repute of am able man, fo fat as they 


3 fo all thy gifts, and Powers, and habir 
which fye ftillin thy foul : | 
the ftanders by, 


are difcernable g2| 
| : — SECT 


eT 
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SECT. IV. $. 4. 


Se I Call this Meditation [The acting of the powers of the Sout} 

fi meaning the foul as Rational, to difference it from the co- 
gitations of the {oul as Senfitive ; the Senfitive foul hath a kinde of 
‘Meditation by the common fenfe, the Phantafie, and Eftimation : 
The flethly man mrindeth the things of the fleth: If it were the | Rom. 8. 
work of the Ear, or the Eye, or the Tongue, or the Hands, which 
I am fetting you on, I doubt not but you would-more readily take 
it up ; but it is the work of the foul, for bodily exereife doth here 
profit but little. ;The foul hath its labor and its eafe, its bufinefs 
-and its idlenefs, itsintention and remiffion, as well as the body: 
Anddiligent ftudents are ufually as fenfible of the labor and wea- 
rinefs of their fpirits and brain, as they are of that of che members 
of the body. This action of the foul, is it I perfwade thee to. 


S E C T. V. | §. 5. 

2; I Call it the aGting of [AA] the powers of the foul, To dif- 
ference it from the common Meditation of Students, which 

is ufually the meer imployment of che Brain. Ic is not a bare 
thinking, that I mean, nor the meer ufe of Invention or Memory ; 
buta bufinefs ofa higher and more excellent nature: when Truth is 
apprehended only as Truth, this is but an unfavory and loofe appre- 

henfion ; but when it is apprehended as Good, as wellas True, | 

this is a falt and delightful apprehending : Asa man is not fo prone | 
to live according to the Truth he knows, except it do deeply affect 
him, fo neither doth his foul enjoy its fweernefs, except Speculati- 
on do pafs to Affeétion: The Underftanding is not the whole 
foul, and therefore cannot do the whole work; As God hath made 
| feveral parts in man, CO perform their feveral Offices for his nou- 
rifhing and life, fo hath he ordained the faculties of the foul ro 
perform their feveral Offices for his fpiritual life ; the Stomack 
7 : muft chy lify and prepare for the Liver, the Liver and Spleen mutt 
fanguify and prepare for the Heart and Brain,and thefe mult beget 
the vital and animal fpirits, ee. fo the Underftanding muft .take 
in Truths, and prepare them for the Will, and is muft receive chem, 


and commend them to the Affections : The belt digcftion isin the | - rae 
7 _ botrome | 


\ 

| 

| | 
= 


_ Contemplatioe 
nu acceffus® ' 
duu (unt, unus 


tu inteReétxyal- 


ter ia affects ; 
unus in lumi~ 
me, alter in 
fervore, unns 
in qequifitione, 
alter i% Deven 
tione. Bernard. 
in Cant,Ser, 
46. 


_| might be capable of enjoying thofe divers: Excellencies in Chyitt, 
-{ evenas thecreacures having their fevera!) ufes, .God-hach giveqog 
| | feveral fenfes, tharfo we might enjoy the delights of chenvall ; 
| Whatthe betcerhad we been for the pléafane oderifarous. flowers | 
Jiand’ perfumes, if we had not poffeffed the fenfe of SmcHing 9.or 


| fveetnefs and {trength 2 
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botcome of the Scomack ; the Affeions areas it were the pos! 
come of the foul, and therefore the belt digeftion is there: Wd 
Trath is but a fpeculation fwimming in the Brain, the Soul bah 
not half received ic, nor caken faft hold of ie; Chrift and: Heaven 
hath various Excellencies, and chereforé God hath formed. the 
fout with a power of divers wayes of apprehending, chat fowe 


! 
{ 


| what good would Language ot Mufick have done us, if God:had | 
not given us the fenfe of Hearing ? or what délight-(haukd we have | 


| found in meats or drinks, or fweeréft things; if we-had. beende- 


prived of the fenfe of rafting ? Why fo, what good.cowid aB the | 
glory of Heaven have done us? or what pleafure (houtd we. bave | 
had, even in the goodnefs and perfe&tion of God himfelf, if-we ! 
had been without the affections of Love-and Joy,.whereby: were | 
capable of being delighted in that Goodnels? foalfo, what be- | 
nefitofitrength or {weetnefs, canft thou poffible receive by thy 
Meditations on Eternity, while chou doft not exercife chole. Affe. . 
Cioas, whichvare che fenfes of the foul, by which.ic molt rective abis | 
Thisis it thac hath deceived Chriftiahs in: this buGnefs:, They | 
have thought that Meditation is nothing but the barechinking dn | 
Truths,and the‘ofling of them inthe Underltanding and Memory? 
when every Schou l- Boy can do this,or perfons that harethe things 
which they think on. ee ae 
Therefore this is the great task in hand,and this ie the -worksobee 1 
would fet thee on ; to get chefe Truchs from thy head te-¢hydietat 
and that all che Sermons which thou haft heard of Heaveny dndall 
the notions that thou haft conceived of this Reft,may be engried in- 
co the blood and {pirits of affeCtion, and chou mailhel chem ed 
vive chee,and warm thee at the heart,and maitft fo chink of heayen 
| as heaven fhould be thought on. ad 
_ There are two accefles of Contemplation ( faith Bernard) one! 
in JncelleCtion, the other in AffeGtiion, one in Hight, che other in 
Heat, one in Acquifition, the other in Gevotion. 3f chouthouldft 
Mudy of nothing buc Heaven while chou hivelt, and (thouldit hayr4 
| _ : soole ae 


nae 


| 
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thy thoughts a¢ command, to turn tfem hither on every occafion, | 


and yet fhonidit proceed no further then this ; this were not the 
Meditation that Tintend, nor would it much advantage or better 
thy foul; asicis chy whole foul that muft poffefs God hereafter, 
fo muft the whole in a lower meafhre poffefs him here. I have 
fhewed you in the beginning of this Treatife, how the foul muft 
enjoy the Lord in Glory, to wit, by knowing, by loving, and 
joying in him; why, the very fame way muft chou begin thy 


enjoyment here. 


So much as thy Underftanding and Affedtions are fincerely 


aGted upen God, fo much doft thou enjoy him: And chis is che 


happy Work of this Meditation. So that you fee, here is fome- | 


what more to bedone, then barely to remember and think of 
Heaven ; as Running, and Ringing, and Moving, and fuch like 


‘labors, do not onely ftir a or afoot, but do ftrain and ex- 


ercife che whole body, fo doth Meditation the whole foul.- 
Asthe AffeGions of Sinners are fet on the world, and curned to 
Idols,and faln from God,as well as the Underftanding; fo muft the 
AffeGtions of men be reduced to God, and taken up with him, 
as wellas the Underftanding; and as che. whole was filled with 


fin before, fo the whole maft be filled with God now ; as St. Pas! | 
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faith of Knowledg, and Gifts, and Faith to remove mountains, | 


that if thou have al! chefe withour Love, Thou art but as founding 


Brafs, or as i tinkling Cymbal; {oT may fay of the exercife of thefe, 


ifin this work of Meditation, thou do exercife Knowledg, and 


* | Gifts, and Faith of Miracles, and not exercife Love, and Joy, 


thou doft nothing, thou playeft the childe. and nor the man, | 


the Sinners part, and not the Saints , for fo will Sinners do alfo : 
If fey Medication tends co fill thy Note- Book with notions and 
good fayings concerning God, and not thy heart with longings 
after him, and delight in him, for ought I know thy Book is as 
much a Chriftian as thou. Mark bat Davids defcription of the 
bleffed man, Pfal.1.3. Hi'delight isin the*- Law of the Lordand 
therein doth he meditate day and might.” = 2 


.  Xaxx SECT. 


x Cq.t3.2,3. 


# Heb. Do- 
Grin. 
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gh 
be 


.  Mthat- which is Occafionat and Curfory. -Ag there 6 Peayer’. 
‘which is folemn, (when we fer otr Rives wholly eo che dar J ad 
Prayer, which is fudden and frose, tontmenity called; Byicafitipiis, | 
pret requeftro God ;) fo alfo there is Medication: foléinn, fwhep |: 
we apply ourfelves onchy ro thatwork ;) and there is Meditari 
whichis thort and 7 (whéd inthe midftof out bufite 6c 
| have fodie good thoughts of God! in dur mindés. ) -And as fofetin 
Prayer i Gther, ‘Eitlt, ‘See, (when a Ohriltian obitrving’ ie~aitz | 
ftanding duty, doth relotvediy Gife it, ita conftane gone ; ) 
or fecondty, Occafronal, (‘wited. {6me' ghufaal occalio# doth put'as | 
_} upon ic at 4 feafon extraordinary ;) fo alfo Meditation sdmies of 


SECT. VI... 


the bke diltinttien. ‘Now, thougt I would perfwade. you-to efigs | 
Medication whict ts mixt with your common labors ‘itt your: calf. 
ings ; and cochat whicl fpeciat occations do dire& porto; yet 
thefe are not the main ching -which-T here incend: “Bar char yar 
would make it a corftane ftgnding duty, as you do by Hearing, 
and Praying, and Reading the Scripture ; and chat you woyldfo- 
Tenmly Tet yout, felves abont it,-and make ir for thar tie yéur. 
| whole work, and intermix other matters no more: with it, ches P 
would do with prayer, or other duties., Fhusyou-Rej-gs tt is differ-| 
enced by its at, what kinde of Meditation it is thac‘we fpeak of, 
tx, Its the fet and-folemn a@ting of all. che powers of the 
{Soul 0 ee ee ee eas: | 


4 


ee SKCT. VIL -- eo 

fHe fecond part of the Difference is deawn: from its objert, 

. which is [Reft]] or the moft.bleffed ‘eftace of nian, in his 
'| everlafting enjoyment of God.in Heaven. Meditation hath a1 
large field to walk in, and hath as many objects to work upon, as 
there are matters, and lines, and words. in the Scripture, as there. 
arc known Creatutes in the whole Creation, and as there are par- 
ticular difcernable paffages of Providence, in the Government 
of the perfons and actions, through the world: But the Meditati- 


‘ - = 


on 


The Saints everlapting Ref. 


‘on that E now dire€& you in, is onely of che end of all thefe, and 
of thefeas they refer to chat end: It is not a walk from Mountains 
£0 Valleys, from Sea to Land, from Kingdom to Kingdom, from 
Planet to Planec: But it is a walk from Mountains and Valleys, co 
the Holy Mount Zion ; from Sea and Land, to che Land of the |. 
Living; from the Kingdoms of this world, to the Kingdom of 
Saints ;'from Barth to Heaven; from Time co Eternity: It is a 
walking upon San, and Moon, afd Stars; @ is a walk in the Gar-. 
den, tuid Paradife of God. It may feem far off: but fpirits fre 
oleh; ‘whether in the body, or ont of ghe body, their motion is: 
ift: They are not fo heavy, or dull, as chefe earthly lumps; nor 
'flow.of. metion, as thele'clods of fidth. 1 would not have you: 
caft off your other Meditations ; but furely, as Heaven fiath the 
‘preheminence in perfection, fo fhould’ it have the preheminence 
difo in owr Meditation. ‘That which will make us moft happy 
whén we poffefsir, will makeus moft joyful when we meditate: 
upon it; efpecially, when that Medication is a degree of Poff: fi- 
‘on, if. it be fuch affecting Medication as! here defcribe. os 
2° You-nced noc here be troubled with che fears of the world, 
lef Aodying fo much on thefe high matters, fhonld craze your 
‘brains, and make you mad.,. unlefs you will f° mad with delight, 
and joy, and that of the purcft and mok folid kinde : If Ifecyou 
‘to meditate as much orf Sin‘and Wrath, and to ftudy norhing but | - 
Jadgment.and Damnation, then you might jftly fear fuch an iffue. | 
‘Bat its Heaven and not Hell, chat I would perfwade you to walk 
in ; -its Joy and ndt Sesrow, that I penfwade youtocxercife. I 
would urge youto look upon no deformed objec, but onc¢ly upon 
the ravifhing glory of Saints, and: the unfpeakable excellencies of 
the God of glory, and the beams chat ftream froms the face of his 
Son. Are thefe fuch fadding, and madding choughts ? will it 
diftra& a man co think of his onely hdppinefs ? willie diftra@ the 
miferable co think of mercy? or the captive and prifover, to fore- 
fee-defiverarice'?’ or the poor to think of riches and honerep- } 
ip ih gene de: l perfwade your thoughts co matters oF 
‘geteat Mficnicy, or co ftudy thorny and knotty controverficsof 
| Heavens ‘orto March out things beyond your céact : i you 
fhoatd ‘thus fer your wit and-invention upon the Téncers, You 
: ‘be Gaiddy ditrated ‘or diftempered indetd: Burit isyour } 
Affe&tions, inere then your wits and invéntions, that muft be afed 
cs : Xxxx2_. = in 
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in this heavenly employmens we {peak of:. They-ere Truths which 
are commonly known and profeffed; which-youe fouls muft draw 
forth and feed upon. The Refurrectidn.of the body, and cheiLafe 
eyerlafting, are Articles of your Creed, and not nicer contreven 
fies. Me thinks it.fhould be liker so make aman mad, to think of 
living ina world of wo ,. to think ef abiding in poverty and fek- 
ne{s, among the rage of wicked. men, then .tothink of livingpyich 
Chrift in blifs: Me thinks, if we be not mad afgeady, it- fhould 
Sooner diftrgQus, co hear the Tempefts and roaring Waves, so {ee 
the Billows, and R -aad Sands, and.Gulfs, then cothiak of 
arriving fafe.acReft: But Wifdom is juftified of all her children. 
Knowledg hath no enemy, but the ignorant. This heavenly courte 
was never {poke againft by any,, buc chofe. that never cicher keew 
it or ufed it. J moce fear the negleG.of men that.do approve it, 
‘then the ion or Arguments of any againft ir. Truth loofeth 
more by loofe friends, chen by (harpeftenemies. - 
“yh. . . , mes vo eo pie 


CHAPS VIE 


) ‘Concerning the fitteft time and place for this con- 
templation, and the preparation of the heart unto ig. . 


ea 


: +§BCT wl 5" 3 eee 

AEG Hus I have opened to you she nature of this duty, 
= fas. and by chis time I. fuppefe yeu apie fs (sigs 
ed) Fae what itis, chat 1 fo prefsupon-you; which when it 
Fee? “Mae is opened more particularly, you will more fally 
SISIOCH’. difcera. I now proceed to dire you ia the work ; 
where J thall firft fhew you how you moft fer.upon #;-and fecond- 
ly, how you muft behave your felf in it; and thirdly, how or 

} : tha 


vA ‘ 
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Enna 
fhailfhueicup. And here I fappofe thee-co be a man that doft | _ 
confcionably. avoyd the forementioned hinderences , and confci-} | 
onably. ufe the forementioned helps, or elfe it is in vain to fet thee} | 
a higher leffon, till thou haft firft learned chat : Which if thou have 
done, then further advife thee : Firft, Somewhat concerning the | _ 
time and feafon; fecondly, fomewhat concerning the place ; aad 
thirdly, fomewhat concerning the frame of thy Spirit. - 3 

~ Aad firtt for the time, 1 advife thee, that as much as may be, it 
may be.fet and conftant. Propertion out fuch apart .of thy time, 
tothe work. ° we . tek 3 | cv : 

~ Stick not at their fcruple, who queftion the ftaring of tifnes as | 
fuperftitious : If chow fut out thy time to the advantage of the 
work, and place no more Religion in ehe cime it felf, thou needeft | 
not: to fear felt chis be fuperfticion. As a workman in his (hop |: 
will havea fer place for every one of his Tools and Wares, or elie. 
when he (heuld ufe it,it may be to feek : Soa Chriftian fhould have 
a fet time for every ordinary duty, or elfe.when he fhould practife | 
ict, ies fen to-one but he willbe put by it. Stated rime is a hedgto,|' 
duty, and defends it againft many tempeacions’ to omiffion, Ged 
hath flated none but the Lords day himfelf, but he hath left it. to} 
be ftaced; and determined by our felves, according to every mans 
| condition and oceafions, feaft qtherwife hisLaw,fhould have been. 

a burden, pra fare, Yet hath he left us general-rules, which by,the 
ufe of Reafon, and Chriftian Prudence, may help us to determine 


us, [| Where Scripture commands us to pray fo oft,. or at fuch hours, |: 


| commands, that the ‘Church-Houfe, (or Temple): ftand.in fuch.a.} 
piace 2 os the Puipic in fuck a place ? or my feat ip fuch a place? 
or where it commands aman to cead the Scriprures with a pair of 
Spectacles, &c. J Moft chat I have known. co break chis bond of 
dury, and to argue againft a ftated time, have at laft grown carelefs 
of the dury it felf, andfhewed more diflike again(t che work, then 
thetime, If God giwe me fg much: money or wealth, and tell me. 


| inwckmy family, nor how much in cloaths,.and how.much in €x-:), 
pences; isit not lawful, yea, and neceflary that I 
fi 

| , and give mefuch and 


won meaday ora week of cime 
| uch | 


XxXxx 3-° 


. ’ 


of the fittetttimes. Ics asridicutous a queftion of thera chat. ask. |: 


privately orin amilies?}.as if they askt, [ Where the sald! abs ; 


notin Scripeare, how much focha poor man multhave, nor how. . 
| make the divi: |. - 
Pega felf, and allow to cack the deren ? Soif God. 
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fueh work, todo in this time, and cell mie not how much f fhalalloe 
to each work y° Certainly, I muft make the divifion my felf, and 

{cat my coat according to my clorh, and proportion it wifely and | 
carefully too, or elfe I am Tike to leave fomething undone. Thoigh 
God hath not teld you; ae-what hour you fhall-tife in the morning, | 
| of what hours you (hall eat and drink, yet yourown Reafon, and 
‘| experience will tell you, chat ordinarily you: fhould obftrve’ a 
ftaced time. -Neither-let the fear of: etomarinels ahd ‘formaiicy 
‘detect you from. ¢his.— That Argument ‘hath broughe- the Lords 
Supper from once a week to once a quarter, Of oncé ayeer ; and 
it hath bronght family-duties with too many Of fate, from -cwice 
aday'to oncea weck, oronce amoneth ; and if it wére‘not, chac 
- |sman being proud, ‘is naturally of a Yeaching amor, atid'addrted 
| to works of popularity and oftentation, -Ebeleeve t wotild difpin- 
_ +} ith Preaching ‘as much: And will te deaf any beter with fecrec 
duties? efpecially this of Holy Meditation? I advife thee chere- 
fore, if well chou mat, coaltow this duty aftated time, aid'be as 
cohftant in ir, asin Hearing atid -Piaying - Yee be cxucious fr cn- 
derftanding this. 1 know: this will-not prevé every mans duty ; 
fome'have sot-themfelves, and cheit time at command and-th > 

fore cannot fet their hours; fich are moft fervants, and'many chil- 

_ | dren of poor or cathal parents ; and many sre fo poor, that rhe ne- 

+ | ceffity of cheic Fainilics wil deny chém this freedomil dono? Phink 

_ J ir-the duty of fuck, ro Rave cheir Iabors for this wétla'a¢ certain 

WV edmes, no not for Prayer, or other neceffary woithip > Np {ach 

~ .{ doey'isacall timesa-duty, Affirmatives fpeciatly. Pofitives binde 

noe franper o adfemper. When faedaes cathe together, and 

cannot both be performed; it were chen éfin to perform the Jeder. 

| OF ewoduties we malt clue the greare?, chotigh ‘of cwo' fins we 

'] muftehinfe neither, 1 think fuch perfons were beft ro be watcplul, 
"| to redeem time as much asthey can, and cake their vacant OP 
tunitiesas they fall, and efpectally to-joyn Meditation and pr ra 

as much as they can, with the very labors of -theircallings: Tfrere 

is no fuch ennfity between laboring and meditating, or praying in 

: the Spirtt, buc thac both may conveniently be ane together : 
« | Yer! fay (as Pan/in another cafe) if chou canft be free, ufeic'ra- 
ther: Thofe chat have more cime a {pare from-werldly neceffaries, 
and aré Mafters co difpol¥ of chemfelves, and theirtime, 1 {tifl'ad- 

vife, That’ they keep this dury to a ftated time. And iridéed, it 

= a ~ were 


_ ————— 
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were 2d ov Meseesen 9 for point of folly, ifwe did fo by all ather |. 


davies: If weconfidered of the ordinary works of the day; and 
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ED 


faired out dfitfeafon, andl proportion of time co every work, and |. 


fixed this in our memory arid refolution,or wrote it in a Table, and 


kept m our Clofets, and never brake it, bur upon anexpe@ed, or] 


extraordinary caufe. 18 every work of theday, had thusits ap- 
poinced time, we fhould be berter skitled, both in redeeming time, 
and performing dury. - a Rs 3 


_ + 


Wy SEOTaM, 5, | 


2, T Advife thee ato, concerning. thy tithe ‘for this duey, That-as | 
“i ie be faced, {0 it be-freqdent ;.JaR. how oft it (howld be, I | 


cinnot decerthine, Betaafe mens feveral-eonditions may vaty its]. 


But ingeneral, that ic be frequent the Scripture requireth, wheat 
mentioneth meditating cominually, and day andmight. Circum-_ 
ftances of our condition, og deo vary the cfreartiftandes ef our. 
duties. Itmay be‘one mans dury to hear or pray. oftrer then’ an- 
ochers ; and foirmay be inthis Meditation. ! | 
cerrenientiy omic other blifinefs, Fadvife, That ic be once'a day at , 
lea: ThongttScriprure. cell usnot, how oft in a day we fhonld 
eat.ob drink, yer prudence andexperience:wil dire us, to twice 
of tiyice aidsy; ‘actording'to- the: cemper and neceffities of otir 
bodies.‘ ‘Thotethat think: they fhould not tie chem{clves to order 
oe number of diities, but fhould chen onely medicare of pray,whien 
Hep finde: the Spirit provoking themco it, do goupon uncertain 
and: unctriftian grounds. 1. ani: fare, she Seripture provokes us-to- 
| Frequency, and our neceffity! feconderh. the voice: of Scripture ; 
and-if through ‘my own neglect, or refiftance of the Spirit, I do 
gat findeltfo rorexcice andigaickeame, I dare not therefore dif- 
rthe Scripture, nor neglect the necefficies of my own foal *. 


|i shostd fufpe ‘that Spirte whith would cura my foulfrem con- Eire fhould : 


Gancy indetys if the Spirit ia Sceiprare bid me meditate or pray. 
I dare nor forbear it, becanf Ffnde not the Spirit withinme, to 
Scored die eommand: if'] finde not incication to: duty before, yet 
tmay-findé affiftence, while I wait in performance. I 2m afraid 
of'laying my corruptions’ ypon the Spirit , or blaming'the wane. 
of the Spiritsaffiftance, when I fhould: blame ‘che’ backwardnefs 
of my own heart; nor dare I make one.corruption mie for 
ee a another ; 


t for ehofe that can |’ 


Pfal.s. 2. 
and 119. o7, 
and 148, 99, 


y] 


— 


* In the fame 
fenfe as Juftin 
Martyr taid, | 
He would nor 
beleeve Chritt 


himlelf, if he | 


Creator of all; ]. 
fo may I fay, I |: 


take me off 


‘my dury and 


dbedience to 
God, Vid. 
Nicephor. Ec- 
clef. bifter. 
fom, lid. 4. 
cap.6, 
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| ence, and negleCtof duty. Men 
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another ; nor urge che inward rebellion of 1 Nature, asa 
Reafon forthe outward difobedience of my fife: And fogche 
healing of my natures backwardnefs , I more expec, chat che 
Spirit of Chrilt thould do it in a way of dary, (which I fill finde 
to be his ordinary feafon of working) chen in away of difobedi- 
that fall on duty according co 
the frame of cheir fpirics onely, are fike our ignorant vulgar 


| (or if you will, like che Swine) who chink ‘their appetite fhould 


be che onely rule of their eating: When a wile man: judgeth 
both of quantitie and qualitie, by Reafon and Experience ; call 
when his appetite is yee ved, he fhould either farfet or femith 
Our Appetite is no fare nile for our times of > bar 
the Word of God in general, and our Spicitual Reafon, Ex- 
di Necefsitie; and convenience in particular, may truly. 
fect us, | | m3 
Three Reafons efpecially (hould perfwade thee to frequency in 
Heaven. 3 ‘ | 
. Is. Becanfe feldem converfing with him willbreeda {trangene(s } 
betwixt thy foul and God: Frequent fociety breeds famihagity 
and familiarity increafeth love and delight, and maketh us bold 
and confident in.our addreffes. This is the main end of this duty, 
that chou maift haye acquaintance and fellowthip with God therc- 
in: Therefore if choucome but feldom to ir, t u-wile keep thy 


| (elf a ftranger fill, and 4o mifs of the end of the work. O, when 


a man fecls his need of God,-and mutt feek-hishelp in a rime of 
necefsity, when nothing elfe can do him any good, you weuld 


_| dictle chink what an-encouragement it is, to go co a God chat we 


| know, and are acquainted with. O, faith the heavenly Chriftian, | 


know both whither I go,and to whom 5 I have gone this way many 
atime before now : It is the fame God that I daily converfed with ; 
it isthe fame way that was my deity walk: God knows me well 
enough, and I have fome knowledg of him. On the other fide, 


| What ahorror and difcouragement to the foul it will be, when 


it is forced to flie to God in ftreights, to think: “Alas, I know not 
whither to go; I never went the way before ; Ihave no acquaint. 
ance ac the Court of Heaven : My foul knows not thet God, thar 
I mult fpeak to ; and I fear he will not know my foul{ Buc: 


_| efpecially when we come to die, and muft immediately appear be- 


fore chis God, and expe to enter iato this Eternal Reft, then the 
eee ‘differer-ce 
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. nzt , |] Was goc up by all thy labor ;. And leaft whea thou haft been tong 


§. 3- pO 


. fore that thou be-as oft as may be in this foul-raiGng duty, lealt 


|| will, My advice to fach is, thar they carefully obferve the semper 
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‘If water that is heated be long from the fire, it will return to its 
coldnefs, becaufe. that is its natural temper. LIadvife thee there- 


when thou heft long rowed hard, againft the ftream or tide, and 
winde, the hoat fhould go further down by thy: intermiffion,then it 


{rolling thy ftony heast cowards-the cop.of she hill, ic fhould go 
falter / eared thon doft flack thy diligence. Itstaue, the incer- 
mixed ufe of orher dusies, may do much co the keeping thy beart 
aheve, efpecialfy. feceee, prayer ;. buc, Mediation is che life of 
i molt. other duties :- and. the veiws, of heayen is the Life of Medi- 
ORO Hae ge AE ge 


va te 2 WOE 
3. QO Onceming the Time of this duty ,.f advifechee that thou 
- (ciate she mol. {eafodable Time. All things are. beautiful 
and excellent: in their; feafon. Watesfonsblenefs may lofe thee 
the fruit of chy labor; Inmay rife updifturbances and difisculcies 
in the work; ¥ea it mey tucn.a daty 1o.a fin whea the feafonable- 
nafs of a-duty doth, make ir. eafie;, dothisemave impediments, 
— embolden ‘ne. 6o:.she undertaking |, :and doth ripen its 
RIM ey SO owe gs IS 3 4 _ 

ne sec-citherfirh,exrranrdinary :or fecondly, 
: a. he ordioary ars fer-your daély performance, cannot be | 


| whofe neceflities tye them not foclofe, bur that they may well lay 
‘:afide their earthly, affaires » and. .chufe what time of the day chey 
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of thei body and winde, and mark.when they fiade.cheis (pisi 
moft aftive, and fic for contem ation, and pitch upon Gaaeehe | 
Gated time. Some men. are freelt for sall duties. whenaphey are | 
fatting , and Come are chén unfirteft of all Some are fic for duties) 
of hymiliaton at ene feafop, and for dusigs of expltarion, at aan: 
ther. Eyery manisthe meetet judg for bimfelf. Only. give me 
leave to tender you my obfervation,which time I have alway found 
fitceft for my felf, and that is, The evening,from Sun fecting to the LD 
ewilight: and fometime in the night when icis warm and clear.| — 
Whether it be any ching from the temperature of my body, I kgow 
not : Butt conjeGare that the fame time wonld be feafonable to 
{| moft tempers; for feveral natural reafons , which] will aot now 
(tand co mention. Neither would I have mentioned my.own ex, 
perience in this, buc that I was encouraged hereunca by finding it 
nic with the experience of abetter and wifer man then my felf, 
and that is //aac : for it is faid in Gen. 24.. 63. That be ment to Me- ~ 
‘ditate in the field at the eventide : and his. experience Idaremore} — 
boldly cecommend unto youthen my own. And asl remember 
Dodor Heil in his excellent Treatife of Meditation, gives you the 
like account of his own experience. 


SECT.UU 6° (tii 


2. PW He Lords day is a time exceeding feafonable for this exer- 
| cife. When fhould we more feafonably contemplate on 
Reft , then on that day of Reft which doth typifie it to us? Nei- 
cher do! think that cy pifying ufe isceafed , becanfe the Antitype 
ig not fully yet come. However it being a day appropriated to 
Worthip and fpiritual dacies, me thinks we fhould never exclude 
this ducy which is { eminently fpiritual. I chink verily chisis che 
chiefeft work of a Chriftian Sabbath, and moft agreeable to the 
intenc of its pofitive-infticution, What fitter cime to converfe with 
| onr Lord, then on that day, which he hath appropriated to fuch} 
impleyment, and therefore called ic, The Lords ‘Day? What | Rev. +s. 106 
fitrer day to afcend to heaven, then chat on which our Lord dida-| . 
‘rife from earth, and fully triumph over death and hell, and cake 
poffeffion of Heaven before us ? The ficteft temper for a true be- }- 
liever,is co bein the fpirit on the Lords Day : This wasSaint fobxs 


, + Yyyy2 ans cemper {> 
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temper on that day.. And what,can bring us to this ravifpment in 
the fpiric, but the fpiritual beholding of our ravifhing glory 2 
Surely elfough an outward ordinance may delight the ear, or tickle 
the fancy , yet itis the viewes of God that muft ravith the foul. 
There 'is'4: great deal of difference betwixt theteceiving of the 
‘word with joy, 7fat.13.20. and being in the fpirit on the Lords. 
Day, Rev. 10, ca ee : "ee 
Two forts of Chriftians I would entreat to take notice of tits 
efpecially. . | ety ee . 
‘ 1/ Thofe that fpend the Lofds ‘day. only in publiqne worthip ; 
| either through the neple& of this {prrituat dury of Mediration, or 
elfe by their ovérmuch exercife'of the pablique ,; allowing no time 
to private duty : Though chere be few that offend in this laft kinde, 
yet fome there are, and a hurtful miftake co the foul ris. They will 
| grow but in gifts, andcommon accomplifhments, if chey exercife 
buc their gifts tn outward performances. a. i ee 
2. Thofe thac have time'on the Lords day, for idlencfs, and vain 
difcourfe ; and finde the day longer then they know how well ro 
| fpend : Were thefe but acquainted with this duty of contempla- 
‘| tton,they would need no other recreation nor paltime;they would 
‘think the longeft day fhort enough, and be forry thac the night 
hath fhortned their pleafure, - ; 
Whether this day be of pofitive Divine Infticution, and foto us 
Chriftians of neceffary obfervation, is out of my way to handle 
here: J refer thofe that doubt, to what isin Print on chat fubjeé, 
efpecially Mafter George Abbot againft Broad, and (above all) 
Matter ( avrdrey an Mallet Palmer their Sabbatum Redivivam, Its 
an encouragment tothe doubrful, co finde the generality of its ratt- 
‘onal oppofers,to acknowledg the ufefulnefs,yea necefficy of a {tat- 
ed day.and the fitnefs of this above all other days. I would I ceuld 
perfwade thofe thae are convinced of its morality, to fpend a 
greater part of it in this true fpirituality. But we do in this as in 
moft chings elfe; think it enough that we believe our duty, aswe 
‘do the articles of our faith, and let who will putit in pra@tice. VVe 
| will difpute for ducy, and let others performit : AsI have known 
‘fome drunkards upon the Ale bench will plead for godly men, 
while themfelves are ungodly : Sodo too many forthe obferva- 
tion of the Lords day, who themfelves are unacquainted with this 
Spiritual part of its obfervation. Chriflians, lec heaven have fome, 
* | more 
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|} more tharein your Sabbaths, where you muft fhortly keep your 
‘everlafting Sabbath. As you go from ftair to ftair till you come to 


en, and fervants, that cannot take-cime inthe week as you de- 


your fpirits feek after Reft with God. 1 2dmonith al'o thofe 
chac are poffeffed with the cenforious divel, thar if they fee a 
they know more : It may be he takcs it as the: opporcunctt place, 
walkes, but chou (eet noc where he is walking in the fpirir. 


his body 
Hanah was cenfured fora woman drunk, ill £4 heard her ipeak 
for her felf; ‘and when he knew che truth, he wasafhamed of his 


performaace of this heavenly work. 


SECT. V. 


and: enable thy fpiric. When God hath kindled thy fpiric wich 


It is achoice part of a Chriftians skill, to obferve the cemper of 
| his own fpirit,and to @bferve the gales of grace, and how the fpirit 
of Chrift doth move upon his. V Vithout Chrift we can do nothing. 
| Therefore let us be doing, when he is doing :and be fire not to be 
out of the way, nor afleep when he comes. The fails of the wind- 
mill {tir not wichoue the wind : therefore they muft fet them a go- 
ing when the wind blowes: Be fure that chou Watch this wind and 
tide ,. if chou wouldft have a fpeedy voyage to Heaven.: A little 
labor will fer thy heart a going at fuch a time as this, when another 


the top ; fo ufe your Sabbaths as ftepsto glory, till you have pafs- | 
‘1 (ed them all, and arechere arived. Efpecially you chat are poor | 


ire, fee that you well improve this day : Now your labor lies not: 
‘omuch upon you, now youare unyoaked from your common. 
-| bnfinefs ; Be fure as your bodyes Reft from their labors, chat 


peor Chriftian walking privately in the fields on the Lords Day, | 
‘they would not Pharifaically conclude-him a Sabbath breaker, till 


co withdraw himfelf from che world co God; Thou fech whese. 


cenfure. The filene fpiricual worfhipper ts moft lyable to their: 
cenfure, becanfe he gives not the world an account ofhis worfhip. _ 
Thus I have dircéted thee co the frceft feafon for the ordinary: 


2. [Or the extraordinary performance, thefe following are fea- 
fonable times. 1. When God doth extraordinarily revive ; 


fire from above, itis that ic may mount alofe more freciy.- 


time thon mayeft ftudy and take pains to-lictle purpofe...- Moft 
_ Yyyy 3 _ Chriftians 
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Joh. 19. 5. 
As Gerfon in: 
the foreciced 

lace faith, 

his Are or 
wayof Medi. }- 
tstiOn is not 
learned chic fly 
out of Books : 
bur the {pirir 
of God be- 


Roweth it as | - 


he pleaferb; an 
fome more 
plentifully, &: 
on fome more 
{paringly, 
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 Chriftians do sci finde a more thea ofdinary revinieg and 
activenels.of pixie, + 3 

ther : And whenithe {piricds lifting chy heart from che earch, be fare 
chau chen lift,at at chy felf, As when the Avgel came to Peer in fais 
prifon and trons, aad fmoge him on the fide, and reifed him up fay, 
| ing,Arife up quickly,gird thy felf, binde on shy fandals, andcaft thy 
garment absut thee, andfolew me; And Peter arofe and fellowed eli 

{ be was delivered, AQ. 12.7.8,8cc. So when the fpirit thy hearr 

| in prifon and Irons, and {mites it, and bids thee, Arife quickly 

; nd follow me, be {pre thou chen arife, and follow,. and thea (hair 

| finde thy chains falleft, and alldoors will open, and choa wile be 

at Heaven before thou.aet aware. _ .. 


e 


6.6. SECr.-Vi : 
J2. 0 Hen thou art caft into fexing troubles of minde, 
- VV through fofferin career gene temptations, then 
is it feafonable co addrefs thy a to this ducy. VVhen thosld we 
take or cordialsbut in our cimesof fainting? When is ic more 
] feafonable to walk to heaven , .then- when we -know noc in what 
corner on earth to live with comforc? or when fhould our 
“} choughes converle above, buc when they have nothing but grief co 
| converfe with below? Where fhould Noahs: Dove be butin the 
Gen8. 8,9. | Arke, when the waters do cover all theearth; and the cannot 
, finde Reft for.the fole of ber foot? What fhould we think on bur 
our fathers houfe , when we want even che husks of che world to 
| feedoa? Surely God fends thee thy affliGions to this very pur- 
pofe. Happy thou poor man, if thou make this ufe of thy poverty : 
j.and thou that arcfick,if thou fo improve chy fickne&s. Ic is feafonable 
| £0. goto the Promifed Land , when our burdens and taskes arein- 
| creafed.in Egype ;.and when we endure the dolors of a preivous 
wildernefs, ‘Believe ic, Reader, if choy knewelt buc what a cordial 
| in chy gciefs and care; che ferious views of glory arc, thduwouldft 
lefs fear thefe harmlestroubles, and-more ufe that preferving cevi- 
ving Remedy : I Would not have thee, as Mountebanks,take poy: 
fon firft, and then their Antidote tofhew its power; foro create 
| thy affliction to try this remedy: Bur if God reach thee forth che 
| biccerett cup , drop in biita Jictle ofthe Taftes of Heaven , and! 


ms 
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vvarrant thee it will fofficiently fweeten it to thy {piric ; If the cafe 
chou art in, feem never fo dangerous, take but a little of this An- [ 
eidote of Reft, and never fear che pain or danger. I. will give thee} 
coconfirm this, but the Example of David, and the Opinion of 


Paul,and defire the@@hroughly to confider of both, Zs the mulri- | | 


a sede of my thoughts Within me (faith David) thy comforts delight mY 
Soul, Pfal.94.19- Asif he thould fay, T have multitudes of fadding 
choughts that crowd upon me, thoughts of my fins, and thoughts 
of my foes, LEN, of my dangers, and thoughts of my pains; | 
y et in the midft of all this crowd, one ferious thought of the com. 
torts of thy Love, and efpecially of the comfortable life in Glory, | 
doth fo difpel the ttirong, and fcatter my cares, and difperfe the. 
clouds that my troubles had raifed, that they do even tevive and 
delight my foul. “And Pas/ when he had caft up his full ac- 
counts, gives thee the fum in Rows.8.18. For I reckon that the [uf- 
ferings of this prefent time, are not re tecompared with the glory 
which foal be revealed in us = Study thefe words well, for every ope 


ditation, bat draw outthe comfort of this one Scripture, I dare | 
affirm it would fweeten the birtereft crofs, and in a fore make thee 
forget thy trouble (as Chrift faith, 4 Women forgets her travail for 
joy that a man 1s born into the wortd ) yea, and make thee ree 
joyce in thy tribulation. I will add but one Text more, 2 Cor 4.16. | 
17. For which cane We faint not,but though our out Ward man perifs, ' 
yet the inward renewed day by day, For our light affisttion Which is 
but for a moment, worketh for us afar more exceeding eternal Weight 
of glory ; While we look.not at the things which are feen, but the things 
Which are not feen ; For the things which are feen are sensporal, but 
the things which are not feen are eternal, 


‘ 
F : re 


- SECT. VII. 


3. ' A Nother fit Seafon for this heavenly duty is, When the Mef- 

fengers of God do fummon us to die;when either our gray 
bairs, or our languifhing bodies, orfome fuch like forerunners of 
death, do cell us thar our change cannot be far off ; when fhoold 
we moft frequently fweeten our fouls, with the believing thoughts 
of another tte, chen when we finde that chis is almoft ended a a 


of chem is full of life. Ifthefe true fayings of God, were truly |” 
and deeply fixt in thy hearc, and if thou couldft inthy fober Medi- | 
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when Flehh is raifing fears and terrors? Surely no men have greater! 
need of fupporting joyes, then dying sen ; and cthofe joyes muff | 
| be fetche from our eternal joy. Men chat haveeatthly pleafures in | 
theirhands, may’ chink they are well,- choughghey tafte no more ,. 
but when a manis dying and parting wich al 


Robes pleafures, he| 
mutt then fetch his pleafure. from Heaven, or ‘have none ; when 
health is gone, and friends lye weeping ‘about our beds, when 
houfes, and lands, and goods, and wealch cannot afford us the leaft 
| relief, but we are taking our leave of earth for ever, excepta hole 
for our bodies to rorin ; when we. are daily expecting our final 
day, itsnow time to look to heaven, and co fetch in comfort and 
| fupport from thence ; and.as heavenly.delights are fweetedt, when 
they are unmixed and pure,and have no earthly delights conjoyned 
1 with them, fo therefore’the. delights of dying Chriftians are oft- 
times che fweeteft chat ever they had: Therefore have che Saints 
been generally obferved to be then moft Heaverily when.they were 
neerett dying ; whac'a Prophetical blefTing hath faced farhis fons, 
when hé lay a dying? And fo //zac? what a heavenly Song ! whata 
Divine Benediction doth AZofes conclude his life withal, Dewe.32. 
& 33. Nay, as our Saviour increafed in Wifduine'and Knowledg, 
| fo did ‘he alfo in their bleffed expreffions, and fill the laft, rhe 
" | fweetreft, what a heavenly prayet ? what heavenly advice doth he 
Jeave his Difciples when hes aboit fo {cave them? when He ‘faw 
‘tie muft leave the world and go co the Father, hot doth he wedae 
chem from worldly expectations > How doth he iniride chem of the 
Manfiois in his Fathers Houfe? and remember them of his coming 
again to fetch chem thither? and open the-union they (hall have 
with him, and with éach other 2 and promife them to be with him 
1 co behold his Gloty ? There’s more worth in chofe four Chaprers, 
John 14-15.16.17,then in alf the Books in the world befide; Whea 
| Bleffed Paw/ was ready to be offered up, what heavenly Exhorta 
tion doth he give the Philippians ? what advice to Tsmsorby ? what 
counfel-ta the Elders of the Ephefan Church ?..4é2s 20. How meet |" 
was S.Jvhp to heaven in his banifhment in Puitmos,a little before his 
cranflation to Heaveri? what heavenly difcourfe hath £irher in his 
laft fick nefs? How clofé was (x/vin co his Divine ftudiesin his very 
ficknefs, that When they would have diffwaded him from it, He 
aniwess,- Vulei(ne me otiofuns a domino apprebends? What, would 
youhave God finde me’ idle ? I haye"not lived idly, and thall | 
a» = = a - es eee hd dee ty tS € 
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‘dye idly? The like may be faid of our famous Reignolds. When-ex- 
cellent Bucholcer was neer his end, he wrote his Book De Con/fola- 
.| tiene Decumbentinns. . Then ic was that Toffanue wrote his Vade 
mecum. Then Dottor Prefton was upon the Attributes of Ged ; 
And chen Mr. Bolton was on the Foyes of Heaven. It were endiefs 
to enumerate thé eminent examplesof this kinde. Itische general 
temper of sea of the Saints, to be then moft Heavenly when 
‘they are neereft co Heaven. As we ufeto fay of the oldand the 
-weak, that they have one foot in the grave already, fo may we fay 
of the godly, when they are neer their Reft, they have one foot | 
(as it-were if in- Heaven: already ; When fhould a Traveller lo6k; 
homewards with joy, but when tte iscome within the fight of his | 
home? : Icscrue, the pains of our -dedies,: and the fainting of our} — 
fpirits may fomewhat abate the livelinefs of our joy, but the tes- 
ure we have, will be the more pure. and fpiricual, by how much the 
lefs it is kindled from the Flefh. O chat we who are daily Janguifh- 
ing, could-learn this daily: heavenly converfing | and could -fay as 
the Apoftle in the: forecieed ‘place, 2 Cor. 4.16,17;18 ! O that 
every Bripe that our. bodies feel, might. make us more fenfible o 
future ¢afe-! arid that every weary day and hour. might make 1s 
_ for our-eternal-reft ! That as the pulling down of one end of 
the dallance is clic lifting up of the other,foche pulling down of our 
bodies might be the lifting up of oar fouls? that as our fouls-were 
ufually:at-the worlt-when out bodies were at che belt, fo now they 
mighe be ac the beft- when our bodies are-at‘the worlt! why fhould 
we nocthink thus with our felves ?' why every one of thefe gripes 
that I feel arebut the cutting of the ftieches for the ripping off mine 
old artire, that.God may cloathe me with the glory of his Saints; | 
| Had Trasher fivein. thefe eorcen tages, : then beat the trouble.and 
| pains co thift me 7Should the Infanc defire to ftay in the womb, be- 
caufe of the ftraitnefs and pains of the paflage?or becaufe he knows 
not the world that he is to come into ? nor 1s acquainced with the 
fathions-or inhabitants thereof? Am I not neerer to my-defired reft,; 
| then ever I-was? Ifthe remembrance of thefe griefs. will. increafe 
my joy, when [fhall look back upon them: from above ; why then 
(honld-not the remembrance of that joy.abate my griefs, when 1 
look upwards to it from belew >: And. why fhould the prefenc) : 
Pb feeling of thefe dolors fo much diminith the: forerafts of Glory, | 
‘} when che remembrance of them. will then increafe it ?. All thefe | 
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‘| gripes and woes that I feel, are but the farewell of fin and forsows : 
As Nature ufeth to ftruggle hard a little before death, and as ghe 
devil caft che man ro the ground and tore him, when he was going 
out of.him, A4ark,9.26. fo this tearing and croubling which I now 
fee), is bue ac che.departnre of fia:and mifery ; for as the effets of 
Grace are fweeteft at laft, fo che effedts of fin ae bitcereft ar the 
- |-laft, and chis isthe Jaft that ever I fhall cafte of ic : when once this 
whirlwind and earthquake is paft, the {till voyce will nexe facceed ; 
ard God onely will be in the ¥oyce, though fin alfo was in the 
-earthquake and whielwinde. ss | 
-» Thus Chriftian,ss every pang of Genes Should miade the wicked 
of sheir eternal pgngs,and mane then look jace the boscom of hell, 
fo fhould all thy wo aad weaknefs minde chee of chy neer ap- 
| peoaching joy, and make chee loak as high as heaven : and (asa 
Ball ) the harder thou are {miceen.down to carth, the higher 
fhould& thoy rebound yp to heaven. If this be thy cafe who readeft 
thefe lines, (and if it be not.now, ic will be fhortly) if chou lye in 
confuming painful ficknefs, ifthop perceive thy dying time draw 
on,O where (hould thy heart be now buc,with Chrift2 Me- 
chinks thon fhouldft even behold him, as.is were, ftanding by thee, 
and (houldft befpeak him:as thy Father; chy Husband, ghy Phyfiti- 
an, thy Fricad Methinks thou faguldit eveufee, as ic were, the 
for about thee waitiag ta perform their laft. office co thy 
"| foul, as thy friends wait so. perford? theirs to thy body; Thofe 
Angels which difdained nos to bring the foul of a fcabbed 
Begger to heaven,. will not chink much. co.condu& chee thither. 
O look upon thy ficknefs, as aco did on Jofephs Chariots, and lec 
| thy sauna within thee, and fay,Jc is enough, that Jefepb, that 
Chrilt, isyet alive, for becanfe.Re lives I thall live alfo, 7ob.14.19. 
As thou arc fick and needeft the. daintieft food, and choiteft Cor- 
dials, fo hese are choicer then the world affords, here is the food 
ef Angelsand glorified Saintes; here is all che joyes that heaven 
doth yield, even the Vifion of God, the fight of Chrift, and what- 
foever the bleffed there poflefs';. This Table is fpread for thee to 
feed on in thy ficknefs, thefe dainties are offered thee by che hand 
‘of Chrift: He hath wricten thee the Receipt in che Promifes of the 
Gofpel, He hath 4 ee chee all the ingredients in Heaven, onely 
put forth the hand of Faith,and feed upon them,and rejoyce & live; 
The Lord faith to thee, ashe did to Elias, Arife and eat, becanft 
7 she 
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the journey ts too great for thee,t Kings 19.7. Though it be not long: 

‘yet the way is fool: I counfel thee cherefore chat thouobey his 

voyce, and arife and eat, and in the ftrength of that meat thou 

mati walk cifl chon come co the Mount of God ; Dye notin the 

ditch of horros or ftupidity ; but (as che Lord faid to ALofes ) Go Dent. 3: 49. 
np into the Mount,and fee the Land that the Lord bath promifed, and 1%. 
dye in the Monnt ; And as old: Simscon when he faw Carift in his in- 
fancy inthe Temple, fo do thou behold him in the Temple of the | 
New ?erufalem asin’ his Glory’, and take him in the arms of thy | - 
Faith, and fay, Lord now lettef thon thy fervant depart in peace, for 
mine’eye ( of Faith ) ' bath feon: thy falvation; As thou walt never 
fo neer to Heaven as now, ORE ch Hirit be neeser ic now then 
ever. Cr eer) se an 


re Se ae a ee Ms wen | 
So you have feen which ts the fittelt feafon for this duty: I fhontd | Read Mater | 
here advife thee alfo of fome times unfeafonable ; but I thall’ vege 
onely add chis one Caution’; The unfeafonable urging of the moft ao A eas 
fpiritual duty, is more from the Tempter then from the Spititof| = 
God: When Satan feesa Chriftian fn a condition wherein he is 
unable and unfic hudba or- wherein he may have iore advan- 
tage againft us by our performance of it, thea by our omitting tt, 
he willthen drive on as earneftly co duty , ‘agif ic were the very 
fpirit of Holinefs:' that foupon our omitting or Hl performance, 
he may have fomewhacto caftin our tecth and to trouble us with. 
And thistis one of his wayes of deceiving , when he transformes 
him(etf into an Angel of Light. It may be when thou art on thy 
knees in prayer, thou fhalc have many. good thoughts will comte| — 
into thy thinde : or when thou art hearing the word,or at fuch un- 
feafonable times : Refift chefe good thoughts as coming from the 
devil, for they are formally evil, chough they are materially | 
‘good; Even good thonghts in themfelves may be finful to | 
thee. It may be when thou fhouldft be diligent in thy sa la- is. 
bors, thou (halt beemoved to caft afide all, thatthon mayelt go! 
co Meditation or to Prayer; Thefe motions areufually from the: 
fptric of delufion’: The {piric of Chnift doth nothing unfeafonably:, - 
God isnotthe God ofconfufion butoforder; 
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§. 8, . SECT. VIEL -- 

5 . dat Lhe Fgh — ue 
yide Gerfon, ~Husmuch I chought neceffary. to advife thee concerning: the 
ubiinfra, cap.) 9 ciene of chis duty. It now followes chat I {peak a word, of che 
ee ‘| fieteht place. Though God. is.every where co. be found by. a faith- | 


Socet nas. tik ie oe Yet fome places:are more convenient for a duty. chen | 
opera (ua imt- £S. By i Begs . Buf RS a 

Ge ficut| 1. Aschieiisa-Private and fpiritual duty , fo-itiemolt coveni- 

ipfe fecit ita ct! ene char thow-retiraco fome private place. Our fpiritshad. need of 
Hed bial every-help, and-to be freed from everpbinderance:in the work.: 
erat, & aseca-\ Atd-the quality, ef thefe circumftances, chongh tofome. they. may 
dit in montem §' feem {mall things, doth much conduce to.our hinderance or. our 
Oportct etiam) help. * Chrift himfelf thought it nbtvain to direct in this cir- 
Bond Bier | comftance of' private duty, Mat. 6.4,,6,19, If in private ‘prayer 

pen se medio we muft fhur our door. ppoa. us that; our, Faches may. hear ws | 
multorum; fed | infecret,; fois ic allo requilice in. this Medication. | How oft doth 

pernoftantes | Chrift himfelf depart to-fome mountajn, or wilderneSs,or other fo- 

ne flatim ut | ficary place? For oceafional Meditation I give thee not this advife, 

ceMrimie ... | but for this daily (et-and folemn duty, I advife,that thou withdraw 


aor in | thy felf from all fociety , yea thoug hit were the ura of godly 
Luc,c. 6. men, thac thou mayeft.a while enjey the focietyof Chrilk : Ifa 
Yer the prin- | ftudenc cannot ftudyin a crowd, who exercifeth only his invention 
cm nee _| and memory, much le(fe when thou mui exercife all the powers. of 
mutt be inthe | thy foul, and that upon an obyectio far above nature: When thy 
foul within Be oo ars, | ‘ | : 
rather then withOut - chat is that the foul fluc out of it felf all bumane worldly cares; all vaine and 
hurtful thoughts,aad whatfoever may hinder it from reaching to the end which it doth intend, Fer 
it oft falls out that a man is alone, feparated from the company of sien, and yet by fantafies; 
thoughts, and melancholies doth (uffer the mot grievous and burdenfome company. in him(elf : 
Which fantafies do beget him various tumults and conferences and pratlings; bringing before 
the eyes of his underftanding fometime one thing, fomietime another : leading him fometime into 
the Kitchin, fometime inco the Marker ; bringing thence to him-the unclean delights of the ficth ; 
fhewing him dances, and beauties, and fongs, and fuch kinde of vanities drawing tofin. As 
Saint Jerom humbly confeflth of himfelf, That when he was inthe wildefnefs withour any compa- 
ny fave wild beafts and Scorpions, yet he was often in his thoughts in dances and in the company 
of the Ladyes at Rome, Sothefe fantaGes will make the foul even when it is alonere be angry 
and quarrel with fome one chat is abfent, asif he were prefent: Te be counting money 5 Ie will | 
pafs over the feas, ic will @y abroad the land, fometime it will bein high dignities , and fo of in- 
numerable fancies the like : fuch a foul is not fecret nor alone; Nor is a devour foul in conrem- 
lation alone, For it is never leife alone. It is inthe beft company , even with God and saints by ; 
holy deLres and cogitations, Ger/on. par. 3. fol. 383. De monte contemplationis cap..23. ° | 


eyes: 
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en 
eyes are filled-with the perfons and actions of men, and thine ears 
with their difcourte ; itshard chen to have thy thoughts and affecti- 
ons free for this duty. Though I would not perfwade thee to 
roras bis Cave, nor to. the Hermets. Wildernefs, ner-to the 
Monis Cell; yet L would advife thee to frequent folitarinefs,that. 
thou mayeft fometimes confer with Chriftand with thy felf, aswell | 
) as'with others. We are fled fo far from the folitude of faperitition, 
-| chat we have caft off che folitude of contemplative devotion. 
Friends ufe to converfe moft familiarly in private, and to open 
cheir Secrets, and let out their affections molt freely. Publike con- 
verte is but.common coaverfe. Ufe therefore (as Chrift himfelf 
did, A¢ark.1.35.): to depart. fometimes into a folitary place, that 
chou mai& be wholly vacant for this geeat employment, See Afat, 
14.23. Aterk6. 47. Luke 9.18, 36, fobs 6. 15,16. We feldom | 
readof Gods appearing. by himfelf, or his Angels, to any of his 
Prophets or Saints inachrong ; but frequently when they were 


Andas I advife thee to a place of retirednels; fo alfo that chan 
obferve mere particularly, what place and- pofture beft agreeth 
wich thy fpiric: Whether within doors, or without ; whether fit- 
ing {till, or walking I beleeve Ifaacs-examplein this alfo, will di- 
reét us to the place and pofture, which will beft ‘fuic with moft, as, 
ic doth with me, viz. Hiswalking forth to meditate in the field 
atthe eventide. And Chrifts own example in the places forecited, 
gives us the like direCtion. Chrift was uled co a folicary Garden, 
that even 7udas when he cane cobetray him, knew where to finde 
him, fobn'18.1,2. And though he cook his Difciptes thicher with, 
him, yet did he feparate himfelf from them for more Secret de- 
votions, Luke 22. 41. And though bis meditation be not directly 
named but onely his praying yet it isvery clearly implied, AZateh. 
16. 38,39. His foul is fir made forrowful with che biter medita- 
cions on his death and fufferings, and then he pbureth ic out in 
prayer, Mark 14. 34.50 that Chrift had his -acéuftomed place, 
and confequently accultomed duty, and fo mnuft we : Chrift hath a 

- chat js folicary, whither he retirech himfelf even from his own | | 
Difciples, and fo muft we : Chrifts meditations do go further then | 
his thonghts ; they affect, and p erce his heart and foul, and fo muft | 
ours. Onely there is 4 wide difference in the obje@: Chrift 
meditates on the fuffering that our ins had deferved,that-the wrath 

) Fy ly i or . 
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of his Father even paffed through his choughts upon all his fout; 

‘| But the meditation that we {peak of, ison che glory he hath per- 

chafed; that che love of che Father, and the joy of che Spirir, 

might enter at ourthoughts, and revive our affections, and: over- 

flow our fouls. So that as Chrifts meditation was the fluce or flood. 
sate, to Jet in Hell co overflow his Affe@tions : fo our meditatio 


ould be che fluce co let in Heaven into our affections. 


~ 


714 


oe 


oo (SECT. IX |. 
O much concerning the Time and Ptace of chis duty. Iam nexe | 
to advife thee fomewhat concerning che preparations of thy 
| heart. The fuccefs of the work doth much depend on the frame 

of thy heart. Wheb mans heart had nothing init chat might grieve 
che Spirit, then was ic the- delightful :habication of hts Maker. 
God did nog quit -his refidence there, till man did expel his 
unworthy provocations. There grew no ftrangence(s, rill the heare 
grew finful, aod too loathfom.a dungeon for God to delight in. 
‘| And were this foul reduced to its former innocency,. God would | 

quickly return to bis former habitation ; yea,fo far as it is renewed 

and repaired by the Spirit, and pasged of its tufts, and beamified 
with his Image ; the Lord will: yet acknowledg jit his own, and 
Chrift will manifelt himfelf unto it, and the Spirit will cake it for 
his Temple, and Refidence. So far as the foul is qualified for con- 
verfing with God, fo far it doth a@tually (forthe moft part) enjoy 
him. Therefore with all diligence keep thy heart ; tor from thence 
are the iffues of life, Prov.4.23. . 


§. 9. 


More particularly, when thon fetteft on thisduty, Fist, Get 
thy beart as clear from the world as chou canft ; wholly tay by rhe 
thoughts of thy bufinefs, of thy troubles, of thy enjoyments, and 
of every thang that may take up any room inthy fool. Gee chy 
foul as empey as pofsibly thoucanft, that fo ic may be the more 
capable of being filled with God. Icisawork (as Ihave {aid} 
that will require all the powers of thy foul, if they were a choufand 
times more capacious and adtive then they are ; and therefore you 
have need to lay by all other thoughts and affe@ions, while you 
atebufiedhere. If choucouldit well — 


é m fome outward duty 
with a piece of thy heart; while the other is abfent, yet this above 
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all I am fure thou canftnot. Surely, if thou once addrefs thy felf 
ro the bufinefs indeed, thon wilt be as the covetous man at the heap 
of Gold ; that whem he might take as much as he could carry 
aways jamented that he was a le to bear no more: So when thou 
(hale get into the Mount in contemplation, thou wilt finde there, 
1 as much of God and Glory, as thy narrow heart is able to contain , 
and almoft nothing to hinder thy: full poflefsion, but onely che 
unczpablenefs of thy own Spirit. O then (wilt chou think ) char 
this underftanding were larger, that I might conceive more ! that 
thefe affeftions were wider tocontain more ! it is more my own 
unfitne(s, then any thing elfe, which is the caufe, that even this place 
is pot my Heaven} God is in this place, and‘I know itnor. This 
Monat is full of the Angels of God, but mine eyes are fhut and 


cannot fee them. Orhe words of love that Chrift hath to fpeak ! | 


O che.wegaers of love that he hath to fhew ! Bur, alas, Icannoe 


Therefore, Reader, feeing it is much in the capacity, and frame 


of thy heart, how much thon fhale enjoy ’of:God in this con- 
cemplation; be fure that allthe room thou haft beemptys and 
(if ever) feek him here with alt thy foul - Thruft not Chrift inro 
theftable, and the manger, as if'thou hadft better guefts for the 
chiefeft rooms. Say to all thy worldly bufinefs and thoughts, as 
Chrift tohis Difciples, Sit you here, While F go-and pray youder, 
Matth.26.36. Or.as Abraham whet he went to facrifcé Yaa, 


lef his fervants and Afs below che Mount, faying, Stay yox here, 
and I andthe Lad, will go yonder and hag wid cone again toon: . 


de yon below, while I 


So fay thou to all-thy worldly thoughts, A 
aPigar-as God 


o up to Chrift, and then I will recurn to you a 
diderif the people with his threats of death,,.tf 

are tocome to the Mount, when Mofes was to 
from God; . fo do thon cerrifie chy own heart, and nfe violence 
againft chy inttuding thoughts, if they offer to aceompany thee to 


. 
a 
= 


the Mougt of Contemplation. Even as the Priefts thruft Veziah,| 
the King out of the nn where he prefumed to burn incenfe, 
when they faw the Lepr 


thefe 


one fhould: 
receive the Law: 


i¢ toarife upon him; fo do thou thrult 
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\ 
| 
a | thefe chonghts from the Temple of thy hearc, which have the badg 
| ~ | of Gods prohibition uponthem. As you will beat back your dogs, 
| i yea, and leave your fervants behinde you, when your (elves are ad- 
| mitced into the Princes prefence; foalfo dobythefe. Your felves 
‘may be welcome, but fuch followersmay not. 


a ane SECT. X 


2. B fure thou fer upon this work, with the greateft ferionfnes: 
that poffibly thon canft, Cuftomarinefs here, is a killing fin. 
There isno trifling inhely things ; d will be fan&titfred of all 
that draw neer him. Thefe fpirieual, excellent, foul-raifing duties, 
are che moft dangerous, if we mifcarry in them, of all. The more 
they advance the foul, being well ufed, the more they deftroy it, 
being ufed unfaithfully : Asthe beft meats corrupted,aré@he wort. 
To help thee therefore to be ferious when thou fetceft on - this 
work; Firft, Labor to have the deepeft apprehenfions of the pre- 
fence of God, and of the incomprehenfible Greatnefs of the Ma- 
jefty which thou approacheft. If Rebecea vail her: face ar herap- 
roach to Hauc ; if Efher muft not draw neer, till che King hold 
orth the Scepter ; if duft and worms- meat mult have ‘fuch refpec, 
Think then with what: reverence thou fhouldft approach’ thy 
| Maker: think chou art addrefiing thy felf to him, chat made the 
Worlds with the word of his mouth ; chat upholds the Earthas 
in the palm of his hand; chat keeps ché Sun, and Moon, and Hea- 
vens in theircourfes; that bounds the raging Sea with che Sands, 
Jer 5.23. | and faith, Hitherto go, and no farther : Thou art going about to 
| converfe with him, before whom the Earth wilt quake, and Devils 
tremble ; before: whofe bar chou mutt fhorrly {tand, and all the 
world with thee, to receive their doom. O think, I fhallthen have 
lively apprehenfions of his Majefty; my drowfie fpirits will tren 
be wakened, and my ftupid unreverence be laid afide : ‘Why thould 
I not now be rouzed with the fenfe of his Greatnefs,and ‘the dread 
of his Name poffefs my foul ? , | | 
Secondly, Labor to —— the greathefs of the work,which 
thou atcempte, and to be deeply ‘fenfible both of its weiphe and 
height ; of its concernment and excellency. If thou were pleading 
for thy life at the bar of a Judg, thou wouldlt be ferious ¢ and-yet | 
that were but a trifle co chis : If thou were engaged im firch awork 


2 
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as David was again{t Goliah, whereon the Kingdoms deliverance 
did depend, in it {elf confidered, it were nothing tq this. Suppofe 
thou were going to fuch a wreftling as Pacobs ; {uppofe thou were 
going to fee thefight, which the three Difciples faw in che Mount : | - 
How ferioufly ! haw reverently would{t thou both approach an¥ 
behold? If the Sundo futfer any notable Eclipfe, how ferioufly 
do all run out to fee ic 2. If.fome Angel from. Heaven thould but 
appoiatto mect thee, at the fame time and place of thy cofttem- 
plations, how dreadfully, how apprehenfively would thou go | 
to meet him? Why, confider then with what'a Spirit chou thoulda 
meet the Lord ; and with what ferioufnefs and dread thou fhouldft 
daily converfe with him: When  Aanosh had feen but an Angel, 
he cryes out, We foal furely die, becanfe We have feenGod, Judg| 
I2. 22. so 
i Confider alfo, the bieffed Ifue of the work, if it do fucceed ; 
it will be an admiffion of thee into the prefence of God, a begin- 
ing of thy Eternal Glory on Earth; a means to make thee live 
above the rate of other men, and admit thee into the next room. 


the onely Jofer. And therefore how ferioufly {houkd chis work 
be done ! | a a 7 
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. Of (anfideration,, the. inflreancnt of this. Work ; 
and what force it hath to morve the Soul. - 


~~ 
erermrs 


tout aoe SoS BOR ge De | 
D Aving (hewed thee how: chob mult fet upon 
m this work, Icome now 20 dire& chee in che 
eG. eed fae work it folf, and to thew thee the way 
eS Ble which chow mult cake.eo performs. All this 

FER GAT bee “hath been :bur xo. fet the Inftsumene (thy 
im heart) intyne.;’ and now we aso come 20 
y the Malick jefelf: Ali chishach bees but ro 
Pop as er get thee aflappetitc ; iz follows mew, Fhat 
thou approach unto the Feaft; «hae choulic down, andake what. 
is offered, and delight thy foul, as with marrow and fatnefg. . Who- 
everyon are, that.are children of the Kingdom, I have this mefTage 
to youfrom the Lord, Behold, the dinner ss prepared; the Oxcen and 

atlings are killed: Cowmse, for all things arenow ready. Heaven is 
[tors you; Chriftis before you; the exceeding Erernal weight 
of Glory is before you: Come therefore, and feed upon it : Do 
not make light of this invitation, ( A¢ateh.22.5.) nor put off your 
own mercies with excufes ; *( Lake 14.18.) what ever thou arc, 
Rich or poor, though in Alms-houtes or Hofpitals though in High. 
ways or Hedges, my Commiffion is, if poffible, to compel you to 
gomein; And dleffed 1 be that auteth bread in the Kingdom of God, 
Luke 14.15, The Manna lyeth about your Tents ; walk forth into 


the 


atth.a2.40 
| Luke 14. 17. 


*| uke 14.23. 


® 


~ ; : ee a 
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the Wildernefs, gatheriz up, take it home, and feed upon it: fo 
{ that che remaining Work is onely to dire you, how co ufe your | 
hands and: mouth to feed your (tomack, I. mean, how to ufe your } 
Underftandings for che warming of your Affe@ions, and to fire | 
your-Hearts by the help of your Heads, And herein ic will bene- 
I ceflary chat I obferve this Method ; Firlt, ro fhew you what in- |. 
{trument it is that you muft work by. Secondly, VVhy, and how 
this way of working is like co faccesd and attainitsend. Thirdly, } 
.| VVhat powers of the fout fhould here be ated, and what aré the 
particular Affe@ions to be excited, and what objective Confidera- 
tions are néteflary thereto, and in what order you fhould proceed. 
Fourthly, By what a¢ts you muft advance to-the height of the 
-work. Fifthly, VVhat advantages you mufttake, and what helps |. 
you mult ufe for the facilicating your fuccefs. Sixebly, In what | 
particulars you muft fook narrowly to your hearts throngh thé | 
wholes Andi will be che briefer in all, fet you ftiould lofe my } 
meaning in a crowd of words, or your thoughts. be carried from | 
| cle VVork it felf, by ani over-fong’and rédious Explicarign of it. | 


ae SEGT. Ih ee 
i: . Inftrumment that this Work is done by, is Ratio- 
cination, Reafoning the cafe wich your felves, Difcourfe. 


| of minde, Cogiration, or Thinkiag, or, ifyou will, callit Confide- f 
ration. I here fuppof you co know che things to be confidered, 
and therefore (hall wholly pafs ovec chac Mediation of Scudents, | 
whick tends onely to Speculation or Kriowing ; They aré known | 
Tru.hs that I perfwade youtoconfider ; for ey ignorant 
thac know not the Leodiine of evertalting Life, are, for the pre- | 

fent, uncapable of chis dary. ee ee 
Mans foul as it receives atid’ retaitis the Idex’s or Shapes of 
things, fo hathit a power to chafe out atiy of thefe depofited Idea’s, 
and draw them forth , and act upott them again and again; even 
as a Sheep fan fetch up his meac for rumination; ocherwife 
nothing would affetus, but while’the fenfe ts receiving it, and fo 
we fhould be fomewhat below che Bruits. This isthe power that 
here you muttufe ; To this cheice of /dea's or fubjects for your Co- 
gitation, there muft neceTarily concur the ad: of the Wall, whicti 
indeed matt go-along in the whole Work ; for this mult be a vo- 
- | _ Aaaaaz luncary,. 


- 
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| 
| ‘[luntary, noc aforced Cogiration ; Some men do confider whether] 
_ | they will or no,and are nor abie to turn away their own thoughts, 
: fo wil} God make the wicked confider of their fins when he fhall 
|. fee chem allin ordér before chem, P/al,50.21.22. And fo fhall che 
‘ _ | damned confider of Heaven, and of the éxcelleacy of Chrift whom | 
| ithey once defpifed,.and of the cternal joyes which they bave fool ° 
| ithly loft, ‘Bug this forced ConGderation, is not chat I mean, but 
7 that which thou doft williagly and purpofely chofe ; but chough 
they will be here requifite, yet Lisl Confideration is che inftrumeat 


‘of the Work... ears wows 


oe oe ae . ~~ @ ~ SECT. 11TE 

7 2. WTExt lecus fee what force Confideration hath for the mo- 
| LN ving of the affections, and for the powerful imprinting of 

 . tthingsinthe hears, ar ee 
‘Why, Firft, Confidcration doth, as it were,open thé door, be- 
tween the Head and the Heart: The Underftanding having re- 
ceived Truths, Jayeschem up in the Memory, now Confideration 
» | isthe conveycr of them from thence to the Affections : There's 
: few men of fo weak Underftanding or Memory, but, they know 
and can remember that which would ftrangely work upon them, 
and make great alcerationsin cheir fpirits, if chey were not locked 
up in their brain, and ifthey could but convey them down to their 
hearts : Now thisis the great work of Confideration. O what rare 
men would they be,who have {trong heads,and much learning, and 
knowledge, if the obftructions between the Head and the Heart 
were but opened ! and cheir Affcctions did but correfpond to their 
Underftandings | why,if they would but beftow as much time and 
ains in ftudying the goodnefs and the evil of things, as they be- 
how in {tudying the Truth and Fal(hood of Enunciations, ic were 
the readieft way to obtain this; he is ufually che beft. Scholar, 
who hath the quick, theclear, and the tenacious upgrehenfion ; 
bur he is ufually che beft Chriftian, who hath the deepelt, piercing, 
and affe@ing Apprehenfion: He is the belt Scholar who hath the 
readicft pafage from the Lar to the Brain; but he isthe bett Chri- 
ftian, who hach che readieft paffage from'the Brain to the Heart ; 
now Confideration ts that on our parts. “ st mult open the paffage, 


moth ough | 


‘| cion prefents before us thofe 


eS en 


ee 


| Rational Creature, and apt to 


-| Heaven ¢ every thing 
| Medication isthe Handco draw forth all the fe; as when you are 
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though the Spirit open as the principal caufe ; inconfiderate men 
are ftupid.and fenfelefs. - i. . 8 
ae “SECT TV... 2. Fe 
2. Mitt of great weight, which do neerly concern us, ate 
= apteft'to work molt effectually upon the Heart ; now 
Meditation draweth forth thefe working Obje&s, and prefents 
them co the Affections in their worth and weight : The moft de- 


le@table Obje& doth not pleafe him chat fees it not; nor doth] . 
ao him that never hears it; now Confidera-|- 


the joyfulleft news a 
Objcéts that were ag abfent, and 


Ear of the foul: Arenot Chrift and 


brings them tothe Eye,and the 
Gs? would not they work won- 


Glory, think you, affecting Obie 
ders upon the foul if they were bue cicarly difcovered?and ftrange- 
ly cranfport. us,if our apprchenfions were any whit anfwerable to 
their worth / why, by Confideration it fs that they are prefenced 
tous, Thisisthe ‘Profpcctive Glafs of the Chfiftian, by which he 
can fee from Egrth to Heaven. : 


re oe . SECT. V. 

S Confideration dsaweth fo 

fo it prefenteth them in the mo 
preffech them home with enforcing Arguments, Man is a 


rth the weighticit Obje@s, 


efpecially when Reafons are evident and {trong : Now Con- 
(ideration is a reafoning the cafe with a mans own heare ; and 
what a mulcitude of Reafons both clear and weighty, are always 
at hand for to work upon the heart? WVhen a Belicver would 
reafon hisheart to thisheavenly work, how ntany Arguments do 
offer themfelves ? from God, from the Redeemer, fromevery onc | 
of the Divine Ateributes, from our former Eftate, from our pre: | 
fent Eftate, from Promifes, from Seals,from Earnelt, from che Evil 
we now fuffer, from the Good we partake of, from. Hell, from 

doth offer it felf co promote our joy ; now 


weighing a thing in the Ballance, you lay on 3. 
liccle: more all ic weigh down ; fo if your AffeGtions do hang in 


ftaffecting way, and | 


be moved in a Reafoning way, | | 


n alictle more, and 2 


> 


a-dull indifferency, why,.+ ' Meditation will add Reafon after |: | 
oo i | Aaa2a 3 | Reafon, ! 
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Reafon tillthe feales do turn : Or agywhen you are buying any |. 
| thing of neceffity for your ufe, -youbid alittle more and x feels 
more tifl at laft you come co che fellers price : fo when Medita- 
tion is perfwading yowto Joy, it will fr bring one Reafon , and 
then another, till it have ae all your diftroft and forrows,and 
your canfe to rejoyce Ives plain before yau..If another mans reafons | 
will work fo powerfully with.us, though we are uncertain whether |: 
| his heart do concug with his. fpeeches, and whether his intention }. 
be to inform us or deceive us; how much more fhonld ous even 
Reafous work with.as, when we are acquainted with the right in - 
tentions of ous own. hearts? Nayhow much mosesather (hould 
Gods. Reafons work with us, which we are fure are neither fallaci- 
{ ons.in hisincent, norinthemfelves? feeing he did riever. yer de-. 
| etive, nor wasever deceived ? Why naw Mediationis but the 
| Reading over and repeating Gods, reafons to our-hedrcs , and fo | 
deputing:wich.ouc felves in. his Arguments and ‘terms: And is 
not this then dikely to. be a prevailing way ? What Reafoas doch 
che prodigal plead wich himfelf, why he fhould return+o his fathers 
¢houfe? And as many and [trong have we to plead with our affe@i. 
ons, to perfwade them to our Fathers Everlafting habicacions, Ard 
by Conlideration it is that they muft a1! be fec awork. | 


_ 


Sy. 8, SECT. VI. 
4. KAT Edicacton purceth reafon nits Authovity and. prehertia. 
M hence, Ithelpeth todeliver it from re cptivity to the 
fenfes, and fetteth jc Ygairupon the throne of the foul. When 
Reafon isfffent, itisufially fubje: For whenicis afleep,the fentes 
dontineer : Now confidérarion wakeneth our reafon from its 
fleep ; cillic rowfe up it felfas Sampfow, and break the bouds of 
fenfuality wherewith itis fettered : and chen asa Gyane refrethed 
with wine, it Years down the delufions of che Aeth before ict. What 
ftrength ean the Lyon puc forth whenhe is afleep? What isthe 
King more then another man , when he is once depofed from his 
throne and authority ? When men have nopbetcer Judg then che 
flefh ; or when the joyes of heaven go no further then their fan-| - 
tafie, no wonder if they work but as common things : {weet chiags 
| Cotheeye, and beauriful things to the ear , will work no more 
then bitter and deformed: every thing worketh in its own place, 


creer 


~ | and every fenfe hath ics proper obje& : Now it is fpirizual reafon. 


| }nued, whieh will not by a ftronger ac the firlt attempt. A plaifter 
thas is never fo effeétnat co cure, muft yet have etme to-do its work, 


. | = work, 
4 ‘ ' " @ : 


_| it notinte Act and ule, fo godly men are uncomfortable and - fad, 


{not reafon co difcern thofe caufes; bne becaufe they let chéir reafe 


exciged by Meditation, and noc the fancafc or fle(hly fente, which | > 
= objetts of ith, and di iraceth comparatively the objedts of 
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$. Editation alfo putteth reafon into his ftrenath. Reafon is |. 

M at the hrongalt when it is moft in a@ion . Now Medi- | 
tation prodaceth reafon into A, Before it was apa ftanding wa 
ser, which can move nothing elfe when ic {lf moveth not : bur | 
now if is as. the fpeedy ftream which violeatly bears down all be-- 
fore iz-. Before it was as the {till and filencair, but.now it isas the | 
powerful motion of the wind, and overthrows the -oppofition of 
the flefh and the devil. Befpre it wag ag the {tones which lay ftillin | 
the brook ; bur now when Mediratidn doth fer’ it awork, it isas | 
the {tone out of Davids fling , which {mites the Goliah of our un: 
belief in che forehead. As wicked men continue wicked, nor be- 
caufe they have not reafon iqthe principle, bur becaale they fring 


not becaufe they have no caufes tagrejoyce, ner becaufe they have f 


on and faith lye afleep, and do not labor to fet them a going, nor. 
fticthem up to-action by this work of Meditation. You kaow | 
that our vegy dreams will deeply dfe&t: What fears! What for- 
roywes | wha Joy will they: {tir up ? How mach tore thén would 
feriqus Medication affectusa 3 0 ce 


% o a ee as te : j ba tet. he iirak den ee ee 
A That may.be secomphithed by a weaker motion conti- 


and nat to be: taken offae: foon.asitton. Now Mediracion dock| 
bokd the pladter eo the fore : Irholdevh Reafon.and: Faith eo their | . 
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work , and bLloweth: the fire cilbit chroughly’burn, To run & few 
fteps will nor get aman heat, but walking ao hour together: may : 
| Sochough a fudden coccafional thought of Heaven, will noe raife 

| ouraffeCigns 6 any {piritualheac ;. yee Meditation can:contiaue 
1 our thonghts; and lengthen :oar walk: tél our. thearts stow 
| warm. - 
And thus you fee what force Meditation or conitderation hath, 


4 for the stig: of chis great elevation of che foul , where I have 
4 told you ic mut be the Inftrument. 


ShGASSTATALERAAR ORE 
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CHAP. AK 


‘What 4 Afton mp be AEted, ‘nd a what Confide- 
vations and abjefts, and i in a ighat den : 


SECT: I. 


Hirdly,To draw yet neerer the heartor t the work; 
The third thing tobe difcovered to you is, 
What Powers of the foul muft here be aGed? 
What affections excited ?. What coafiderations 
of their objeéts are neceffary thereto ? and in 

y, what order we muft procee ed ? I joyn all thefe 

~ together, becaufe though-in themfelves they arc 
par has yecin the praftice they all concurre to the fame 

Aion, 

The matters of God which we are to think on, have their various 
qualifications, and are prefented to the foul of man in divers relt- 
tive and Modal confiderations.: According to thefe abe hanes 

crations 
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derations of the objects, the foul ic {clfis diftinguifhedinto itsfeve- | 
ral faculties , powers, andcapacitits : That as God -hach given 
man five fenfes to partake of the five diftin& excellencies of the ob- |' 
jets of fenfe; .fo he hath diverfifyed che fouluf man, eirhér inca. 
faculties, powers or ways of ating, anfweraLle tothe various qua- 
lifications and confiderations of himiclf anc che inferior ovjeds of. 
this foul : And as, if there be more fenfible exccllencies in the 
creagures;,, yet they are unknown co us. who have but thete five 
fenfestodifcern them by, fo whatever ether excellencies are in 
God and our-happinefs, more then thefe faculties or powers of 
the fou} can apprehend, muft needs remain wholly unknewn tous, 
till our fouls. have fenfes ¢as it were) -fuitable co thofe obje&s. 
even as it isunknown to a tree or aftone, what found, and lizhe 
and {weernefs are; or that there are any fuch thingsin the world | 
atalh = ot -_ | eee | 

Now thefe matrers of God are primarily diverfifyed to our con- |. 
fideration under phe Diftin@ion of True and Good, accordingly }. 
the primary * Diftinétion concerning the foul, isined the faeul- | | 
ties of Underftanding and Will; the former having Truth for its. is I lie 
object, and the latter Goodnefs. This Truchis fometime known | divigon end1 
by evident Demonffration,, and fo je is the-object of that we cali | cali haat 
Knowledg ¢which ajfoadmits of divers diftinétions according to, | fing faculties 
feveral ways of demonttration, which I am lothhere to puzzle your | becaufe itt 
with ) Sometime it is received from the Teftimony of others,which paar F 
receiving we call belicf. When any ching elfe would obfcure ir, or | nor ae 0 
Rands up in competition with ic; then we weigh their feveral evi- ¥ 
dences, and accordingly difcover and vindicage che Truth, and chis 
we, call Judemenc. Sometime by the ftrengch, theclearnefs, or 
the frequency of the nnderftandings apprehentions, this Truth doth 
amake a deeper impr: fliun,& fo isdonger retained, which impreflion 
and. cctentiga we callyncmory. ‘And.as truth is thus: varioufly pre- 
fenced Coie iediadd ng and -receiwed by it-;*-fo alfo.is the } 
ggodnefs oF the objec, varioufly reprefented re the will, which 
doth accordingly put forth its vartous acts. When it appearcth.en- | 
ly as good inig felt, and not godd for us, or (uitable ; ic is noc the | 
object of the willat all; bug only this Enunciation [leis good] is 

| paffed upon ic by ehe Judgment, and withal it raifeth an admira- 
'cion at icsexcellency. {fic appeare evil,cous, then we Nill tc. But 
if ic appear both good in itfelf, andro usjor fuitable , chenit pro- | . 

| aa Bb bbb voketh 
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1 ee 

| vokerh che affection of Love: If the good thus loved do appear as 
‘abfent from as, then é exciceth the paffion of Defise - If the good 
{o Loved and Defired do ar pofiible and feafibic in the atrain- 
ing, then ic.exciteth the paffion of Hope , which is4 compound of 
Defire and BspeGation ; when we look upon & as requiring onr 
| endeavor to attain it, and as itis to be had in a eee way, 

then it provokes the paffion of courage of boldnels; and concludes 
inrefolution. LaQly, if this good be apprehended as prefent, shen 
it provoketh to deliptt or Joy ; Ff the thing tt feltbe prefent, the 
Joy is-greagelt : Ifbue the Idea ofit (either through the remainde? 
ar memory of the-good chat is paft, ot through the ‘fore -appre- 
\henfion of thae which iwe expect) yet even chit: aife exeteth 
‘our Joy... -And this Joy isthe perfectionof allthe ref 

Pee Ds Sa ENG Te FY Fea ee 
_ Se. chat by thistime, I fuppofe you fee, both what are the ob- 
Ly) jeéts char malt move ovr affections , and what - powers of the. 
foul apprehend thefe objects : you fee-alfo, FE doubt not, what'af- 

| fedtions you matt excite, and inavbat-orderizis' to be done: Yer: 
for your beeter affiftanced will more fully dire@ you in che feveral 
" q. Then, youu by cogitation gb. to the memory (whith is 
| the Magazine or Treafury of the underftanding) thence you mié 
exke forth thefe heavenly do@rines, which you intend to make 
‘the fubje@ of your Meditation; forthe prefene purpofe, you may 
‘took over any promife of erernal life in theGofpel,any defcriprion | 
‘of che glory of the Saints, erthe very Articles of the Refurre@ion 
of the body, and the Life everlafting : fome one‘fentence concem-’ 
‘ing thofe Erernal J oyes, may afford you matter for mahy yeers Me- 
-ditation ; yet it willbe a-point of our wifdom here, to havea: 
‘| waysaftock of matter in our memory’, that fo when we fitoild 
ufe it, we may bring forth out of our treafiny things new and old. 
Fora good man hatha good Treafury in hisheart, from whence he 
bringeth forth good things, Lwke 6. 45. and ouc of this abund- 
ance of his.heart,he thould(peek zo himfelf as well as co others, Yes 
if. we took thingsin order, and: ebferved fome Method in refpett . 
@fthe matter, and did Meditate: firlt on one Frutch concerning 
te es rs | , | Eresnity, 


ance. ~ sts 
_ @ 


Hen you have fetcht feom your memory the matter of 


your Judgment : open there the cafe as fully as chou canft; fet forth 
the feveral ornaments of the Crown, the feveral dignities belong - 
ing tothe Kingdom, as they are partly laid open in the beginning 
of chis Book ; Lec judgment deliberately view them over, and cake 
as exact 2 farvey as itcan, Then put the queltion, and require a de- 


-nough to make me Dlefled ? Can he want any thing , who fully 


Thus urge thy judgment to pefs an upright fentence, and compel it 
to fubferibe nA the p “dion at thy Celettial happinefs,and ro se 
this fencence as under itshand upon Record. If thy enfesthouid 
hete begin to murter, and to putin aword forflethly pleafure or 
profits ; let judgment hear what each can fay : weigh the Argu- 
fnents of the world and fieth in oneend, and che Arguments for 
| he. preheminence of Glory in the orher end, aad judg impartially 
which fhould be preferred. Try whether there be any comparifon 
to be made; .which is more excellent ? which more manly ? which 
‘is more [acisfactory. 2 and which more pure ? which freeth moft 


think is of longgr conrinyance? Thus lec deliberate judgment de- 
when the fentence is paffed. and recorded ‘in thy heart, ic will-be 


fleth in its next atrempt, and to difgrace the world in.its-nexe com- 
‘petition, a ee 


| tation hath pofleled thy Soul. , 
| ss s«Bbbbbs)——“‘<i—~‘S™SCSS BTV 


= Brernity, and then another, ic would not be amifs. And if any | 
hould be barren of Matter through weaknefs of memory, they’ 
may have notes or boeks of this fubje& for their forther- 


2.. 9 
| V your Meditation , your next work is to prefent it to: 


termination, Is there happinef in all chis? or not? Is noc heree- | 


poffeffech God?-Is there any thing higher for a creature to attain ? ; 


from mifery? and advancerh us highelt? and which doft thon |. 
cideit ; and letnot Flefh earry it by noile and by violence; And | 
‘ready at hand co be produced upon.any ogcafion, and ro filence the }. 


_ Thus exercife thy Judgment in the contemplation of thy Reft ;|. 
thus Magnifie and Advance the Lord in thy east ,: tit aholy admi-| 


The Saints everlafting Ref. 


pT SECT. IV. 7 
1 3. [PQ Ucthe great work (which you may either premife or fub- 
1° LD joyn to this as you pleafe, ) is, To exercife thy belief of the 
truth of thy Reft: And chat both in refpect of the cruth of the 
Promife,and alfo the cruth of thy own Intereft and Title. As unbe- 
lief doch caufe the languifhing of aj! our Graces,fo Faith woulddo 
much to revive and actuate them, if it were but revived and actuated 
it felf: Efpecially our belief of the verity of the Scripture, I 
| conceive as needful tobe exercifed and confirmed, as almoftany 
point of Faith. Buc of this I have fpoken in the Second Part of 
this Book, whitherI refer thee forfome confirming Arguments.’ 
Though few complain of their not believing Scripture, yet con- 
-{ ceive it cobe the commoneft part of unbelief, and the very roo 
1 of bitternefs, which fpoileth our Graces. Perhaps thou haft nora 
. | pofitive belief of the contrary, nor doft not-flacly think char 
Scripture-is not the Wogd of God ;’ that were tobe a dowr-righe 
Infidel indeed :» Arid yet thou madt: have but tittle belief, thae 
Scripture is Gods Word, andthat both in regard of the habit,and 
the act. Itgone thing, not to beleeve Scripture to be true; and 
| another thing, pofitively to bcleeve it to befalfe. Faith may be 
idle, and fufpend its exercife coward the Truth, though ic do not | 
yet a@ againit the Trach. Ye may fand ftrll, when it goes not oye 
of the way; it maybe afleep, and do you little fervice, though it 
| do not dire@ly fight againft you. Befides, a great deal of unbelief 
may gonGht witha fmall degree of Faith: If we did foundly be- 
leeve, Thac there is fuch a Glory ; that wicbin a few days our 
.| eyes fhall behold it: O what paffions would it raife within us | 
Were we thronghly perfwaded, Thac every Wordin the Scripture 
concerning the unconceivable joyes of the Kingdom, and che un- 
expreffible Bleflednefs 5f the life tocome, were the very Word 
of the Living God, and fhould certainly be performed to the 
“f{malleft tittle ; O what aftonifhing apprehenfions of that life 
‘would it breéd 1 what amazing horror would feize upon our 
hearts, when we found our felves f{trangers, to the conditions of 
thac. life! and utterly ignorance of our portion, therein 1 what. 
love, what longings would it raife within us! O, how it would 
aCtuate every affection ! how it would tranfport us with joy vpon 
7 oe : the 
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the leaft affurance of ourtitle ! If I were as verily perfwaded, that 
I fhall thortly fee thofe great things of Eternity, promifed in the 
Word, as} am, that thisis a chaircthatI fic in, or thac this is paper 
that I write qn:; would it not pur another Spirie within ‘me ? 
would it not make me forget, and defpife the world ?’ and even 
forget to fleep, or to eat And fay (as Chrift) J Lave meat to ear, 
-| that ye know not of. O, Sirs,-you little know what a through be- 
hef would work. Not that every one hath fach affeGtions, who | 
hath Slash mane But thus would the a@ting and improvement of 
our Faith advance us. eth . a ey ' 
Therefore lec this-be a chief part of thy bufinefs in Medicati- 
on. Produce the {trong Arguments for the Truth of Scripture ; 
plead them againft thy-unbelieving nature ;anfwer, and filehce. all | 
the cavils of infidelity :. Read over the Promifes ; ftudy all cen- | 
firming Providences ;: call forch thine own.recorded experiences : | 
| Remember -the Scriptures already fulfilled’; both tothe Church 
and Saints.in former ages, and eminently to both in this prefent 
Jage ; andthofe that have been fulfilled particularly tothee: Ger 


ready the cleare(t and moft convincing Arguments, and keep theni | _ 


by thee, and frequently thus ufe chem. Think ic not eno&gh, that 
thou waft ance convinced, though thou haft now forgot the Argu- 
ments that didit;. no, nor that thon haft the Arguments ftillin 
thy Book, of in thy Brain:, This is ndt the acting .of thy Faith ; 
but prefent them to chy underftanding in thy frequent nteditatiogis, 
and urge them-home, till they force belief. Actual convincing, | 
when ic is clear and frequest; will work thofe decp impreffions on 
the heart, which an.old negle&ed forgotcen conviction will nor. | 
O, if-you would noc :think iteaough, that you have Faith in the |, 
habit, and chac yan, did once beleeve , but'would be daily fetting | 
this filt wheel a-going :: Surely, all the inferior wheels of the |. 
AffeCtions would more eafily move. Never expect co have Love |. 
and Joy moye, when the foregoing Grace of Faith {tands ftill: 
And as you fhouid chus.a& your affent to the Promife, {0 alfo | 
|your Accepration’, your’ Adheretice y pe Affiance , and. your 
Affurance :. Thefe are the four fteps of Application of, the Pro- 
mife to our felves. I have faid fomewhat among the Helps, to 


move youto get Affurance: But that which I here aim at, ts, That | 
you wonld daily-exercife ic.. Set before your Faith, the Freenefs, |: 
and the Univerfalicy of the Promife: Confider of Gods offer, |: 


Bbbbb 32 and 


wins, se Barcel state 
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andurgingic uponalt; and chac he hath ewcepted from the cos- 
ditional Covenant, ne.man in the world; nor.will emtlude 


from Heaven, who will accept of his offer. Sturdy alfo thegract- 
‘ous difpofision of Chyift, and bisseadinatsto encegcain, and wet- 
| come all chat will come : Seudy all che-Svidences of his fove, 
.| which appeared in his fufferings ;. in his preaching the Gofpel; in 


his conde{cention.co finners ; in his ealie conditions, in his-cxcced- 
ing patience ; and in his urgentiavitations : ‘Do.net all thee dif, 


‘cover his readinets to fave? did be ever.yet, manifch Jimftlf on- 
willing 2 remembef alfo his faighfulnefs to perform hisengage- 
| ments, Study alfo the Evidences of his Love ia thy elf; took 


over the works of his Grace in thy fonl: If chou donot fiade che 
degree which thou defireft, yet deny noe shatdegree -which thoa 


‘findelt; leok after. the finccricy, ‘mee then the’ quanticy. » Ke- 


member what. difcoveries of thy ftate, thou haft made formerly in 
the work of &lfexamination,; how afc God hath cenvinced thre 
of the fincerity ef thy beart ; Remember all che former cefti- 
monies of the Spirirs and:all the fwoet. feelings of the favor of 
God; and all che prayers that he hath heard.and graneed , “and all 
the rate prefervacions and daliverences.; and ail: the iprogré& of 
his Spirir in his workings on thy foul; and the. difpolalsof pro- 
vidences conducing to thy: good: The. eouchfafing of mexns, che 
direGting chee to chem, the directing of Mindters to meee with 
thy flare, the ceftrasicef chofe fins chat chy-:natwre was InaltpFone 
tos, And chough one of thefe conGdertd:alone, maybe go fore 


— Fevidence of tis tpecial love, (which I expedt thoa thouidht try'by 


more jnfallibfe Lgnes) yet Jay chem gicogesher, and rhea.chink 
waththy felf, Wheeker allthefe, do noe teftifiethe z004- will of 


the Lord, concenging chy Glyacten ?. and-may noe well be pleaded 


ageafS chine unbelief? » And whether chon qeadt ove conchide 
‘with Sampfons Mother, when her hasband chonght they thould 
furely dic, Zf ihe Lerd -were plegfed:to kel us, be wontd sot have re- 
Ceived an.affering atone hands, wacher -wonld behave Pewed ss all 


| thefe things ; war. Wosht, as ar plcarinie, Lave 'toldwe fick things 4 
| thafe Jadgs 3. 23,33. ee ee OR Bae ae 


eat 


SECT. 


= “ea” 


- 


| Send. reviving sek of thy week ;:'Go to thy Memery, thy Judg- 
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fhew it the Promife, and thee which-ic affureths::. Thou needeft nor | 


tases Motions; who upholds. the Earth, who rulech the Nations, Shouse 
who dilpofeth of events, and fabducth his foes, who governeth | 
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2. V J Hen a” ‘Megitation hath thus proceeded about the | 
VY. OY éeruh ve inefs, the next parc of che workis|! 
to medtrate of its nefs; That whet the Judgment hath de- | 
termined, and; Fateh bach apprehended, it shay chen pat ons 
raife the afechops.. ae | 
ye The firlt Affe@ion. to be afted se Loves ‘the obje&t of ic (as 
Lbsye teld.you) isGoednof:. Here. then, here Chriftian, is che | 


ment, andthy Fash, and from them produce the exce!lencies of | 
thy Ref: take out a copy of the Record of the Spirit in Scripture, | 
and another of the fenrence regiftred.in phy Spirit, hereby the | 
traniceadent glory of the Saints is declare: Prefenr chef co thy 
affedian ef Love ; openeo it-che Cabinet that contains che Rear) ; 


logi+on Heaven througis a mulciplying Glas; opembur one Cafe- 
ment, that Love may look in: Give te buraglinpfe of the back 
parrsof God, and chon wiltfinde thy felf prefently. irranorher 
werld : Do but fpeak ont, and Love can hear ; debnr reveal thefe |. 
things, and Love can:fee::: Its the brvitith love of the world ttre 
isblinde ; Divinelove is exceeding’ quick-fghted. ket chy Faith, 
asic were, take thy-beare by the hand, and fhew jit the fumptuous 
buildings of ‘chy Erernal Habération, and rhe Glorious Ornaments 
of thy Fathers haufe ; fhewmic thofe Manfions: which Chrift is pre- | doubteth whe- 
paring, and dedplay:defore it the Hdmors of the Kingdom: Ler| ther the Phi- 
Bait Jead chy beare into che prefenceof God, and draw as neer as lefophers 
pofiibly thou canit, and-fay co it, * Behold, the Ancient of days ; | \ynewleds 

the Lord Jehovah, whote-nameis, J amr: This ishe who made the | thefe Divite 

Worlds wich his Word ; schisis the Caufe of ‘all Canfes, ‘the Spritz | Excellencies, 


of AGion, the Fountain.of Life, the frlt Principle of the Crea- | Let him read 
: Fernel, De abe 


* ‘He that 


capfisy cap 9. 


‘Piaro ig Epinom. Deas afferit frivevidcbe,' akdiveque omnia; ‘nibil ipfos fugere 3 qued aut fenfu 
‘ant ments percipé pogel <> Bos anmtia pos quecungne mortales. rnmovcabf{ve pofant : Benos illos, 


immo optimas eff, DQuicquid meytale. eff, quitquid wivit ce Pirat, guicquid af quam eff, colam, 
tervam, maria, W, iis omnia ee fatta effe c poffideri. Et in Parmenide, Mulum nif Deum fapce- | ° 
waces babese veruss {cientiam,neque illerum coynilione privandum, Et iw Epinomide, Ego affero Dewm 
caufam omnium effe, nec aliter fri poffe. Lege etiam Ariftorel. de cele, tsb.t. um. non. 


! -. the - oe 
A 
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the depths of the great Waters, and boundeth the rage of her 
{welling Waves; who rulech the Wifds, and moveth the Orbs, 
and caufeth the Surfto run its race, and the feveral Planets co know 
their courfes: This is he that loved thee from Everlafting, chie 
formed thee in the Womb,/and gavetheethisSoul.;’ who brought 
. thee forth; end (hawed chee: the Licht, varid-ranked thee: with the 
| chiefett of his earchly Creatures ;who endued thee with thy under- 
ftanding, and beaucified thee with his gifts; ‘who maintaineth 
| thee with life, and health, and comforts ; who gave thee thy pre- 
ferments, and digpified thee witirthy honors, and differenced thee 
from the moft miferable and vileft of men::: Here, O here, isan 
obje& now worthy thy loves::here fhouldf: thou’ even pour out 
thy foulinfave; here thou maift be fire ‘thou ‘canft not love too 
much: This is the that hath. bleft thee -wiclr his benefits, 
that hath fpred thy cab in the fight of. chine enemies, and canfed | 
thy cup to overflow. . This is he *chac Angels ‘and Saintsido praite ; | 
and the:Holt of: Heaven muft magnifiefotever, 3° + | 
Thus do thou: expatiate inthe Praifesof God, and open hi: | 
Excellencies tothine own heart; till-chon feel che life begin co-fti: 


732° 


Pisl, 23-4, 5. 


and the fire in thy breft Depa tokindle s As gazing pera duliy | 
| beauty of fleth, doth kindle the fice of ‘camnallove j 40 this gazins 


onthe Glory and Goodneis of the Lond, -willdindte this Spirirval 
love in the foal. Bruifing will-miake the Spices odoriferous, and 
rubbing the Pomander will bring forth che fwéernefs: Ad there: 
_,. +’ fore. thy foul: upon chis.delighriul object ;» tofs thefe cogirations 
... _[ frequently in thy.hears; rub over all thy Affe@ions. with chem, 3s 
you will do your cold hands, rill they -bégin to: Warr: Whar! 
though thy heart be Rock aad Flint, this oftenftsiking may bring | 
forth the fire ; bue if yc thou fecicft aetchy léve. to work, feed | 
fhew.it yet more; : thew it the Son of the, 


4 


2 | hy = further, an 
wog.. | living God, whofe nameis, sVenderful,.Connfellor, ‘The Uighry 
If t; 6. ° . x oe ae : . 
ee .. | God) The Everlafting Futher,: The Prence of ‘Peace; thew it ‘the 
+ + | King-of Saints onthe Throne of his Glory , whois the firft and 
i 


the laft, who is, and was, andis co come; who liveth, and was 

dead, and behold,he lives for eyermore 5 who hath made thy peace 

+ .|-by the blood of his Grofs,. and hath prepared: thee with himflf’ 

. an Habication of Peace: His office is, co-be the great Peace.’ 
Maker ; his Kingdom is, a Kingdom of Peace; his Gofpel is, ch: 

Tydings of Peace ; his Voice co thee now is, the Voice of Peace: 


le | Draw! 
STE ee a 
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Draw neer and behold him: Doft thou not hear his voyce 2 He that 
called Thonsus to comeneer, and to fe¢ che prifit of the Naifes, 
| and co put his finger into his Wounds ; He it ts that calls co thee, 
Come neer, and view the Lord thy Saviour, and be nor faithlefs, 
buc believing : Peace be unto thee, fear. noty JceisI: He thatcal- 
lech, Behold me, behold me, toa rebellious people that calleth not 


on his Name, doth call out to thee Believer to behold him : He’ 


chat calls to chem who pats by, to behold his Sorrow ia the 
| day of his Humiliation, doth call now co thee to behold his 
Glory in the day of his Exalcation: Look well npon him ; Doft 


thou not know him ? why, its He chat brought thee up from. the | 
pit of hell: Ics He that reverfed che fencence of chy .Damnati- 


on; that bore the Curfe which thou fhouldeft have born, and 
reftored thee coche bleffing that thou hadft forfeiced and loft, 
and purchafed the Advancement which thou muft inherit for ever: 
And yet doft chou not kpow him ¢ why hfsHands were pierced, 
his Head was pierced, his Sides were pierced, his Heart was pierced 
with the {ting of chy fins, thac by thefe marks thou mighrelt always 
kaow him Dolt thownot remember when he-found thee lying in 
thy blood, and took pitty on thee, and dreft chy wounds, and 
broughe thee home, and faid unto thee, Live ? Haft thou forpotcen 
fince he wounded himfelf to cure thy wounds, and lee out his own 
blood to ftop thy bleeding? Is not the paflage to his heart yec 
| {tanding. open? Hf thou know him not by the face, the voyce, the 
hands; if thou know hinrnot by the tears and bloody fweat, yet 
look neerer, chou maift know thim, by the Heart : That. broken- 
healed heart is his, chac dead-revived Feart is his,thac foul-pitcyin 

melting Heart is his : Doubrlefs it can be none’s but his, Love an 

Compaffion are its certain Signatures :. This is He, even this is He, 
who would sather dye chen thou fhoulit dye, who chofe thy life 
before his owa, -who pleads this bload: before his Father, and 


getit, as worldly love maketh men forget-‘God sand it would be fo {trong and ar 


Luke 24.36, 
3793 8339. 


Joh.7. 27, 
Tfai.gg.t. 
Joh.20.19.21. 
26. 


Lam.1.12, 
Ezck.16.6,7, 
Luke 10. 30. 
CPC. ae 3 


Ifthe Love of 
Godin us 
were but as 


+ the love of rhe | 


world in ‘o- 
chers,it would 
make us whol 
ly de(pife this. 
world and for- 
dent,and reot- 


ed a in mans heart that he would notbe able voluntarily and freely to think of any thing elfe : He 


would not feat concerspt,nor care for diizrace cr tke teproaches of perfecutions 


enor would ke be 


afraid of dea h ic (elf, beeaule of this Love of God 5 and all the things of chis world which he feeth 


and heareth,would bring Gad to his memory, and themfelves would feem to him bug as.a dream, 
or a fable, and he would elteem them as nothing in refpe@ of God and his.Glory. And (to be 
(hore) in the judgmen: of the world fhe would be taken fora feol oy a dridhkes man, becaufe he 
fo little cateth for the things of this world 5 —This Js that Love of Codes which we fheuld aim re 
atcein by this cencemplative life. Gerfon de mante Contcmplationus in parte epcrum tertia fol. 383. 

| Ccccce makes 


Cad 
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makes continual: interceffion for thee ; ,ifhe had not fuffered, O 
what badft chou fuffered ? what had{t thou been ifhe had nor Re- 
deemed thee? whether hadft thou gone if he had not recalled thee? 
there was but aftep between thee and Hell, when he {tept in, and 
| bore the ftroak ; He flew the Bear, and refcued the prey, he deli- 
P vered chy foul from the roaring. Lyon; And is not here yet fuel 

enough for Love to feed on ? Dothnot this Loadftone {natch thy 

heartunto it ? and almoft draw it forth of chy breaft ? Canft chou 

read che Hiftory of Love any further at once ? Doth not thy thrab- 
| bing heart here ftop to eafe ic felf? and doft chou not, as Po/eph, 
feek fora place to weepin ? or do not the tears of thy Love be- 
dew thefeJines? Go onthen, for the field of Love is large, ic will 
yield thee freth contents for ever,ana be thine eternal work to be- 
hold and love : thou needeft not then want work for thy prefent 
| Meditation. Haft thou forgotten the time when chon waft weep- 
ing, and he wiped che’tears from thine eyes ? when thou waft 
bleeding, aad he wiped the blogd from thy foul ? when pricking 
cares and fears did grieve thee , and he did refrefh thee, and draw 
| out the Thorns? Haft thou forgotten when thy folly did wound 
thy foul,and the venomous guilt did feize upon thy heart? when 
he fucked forth the mortal poyfon from thy foul, though there- 
with he drewit into hisown? I remember its written of good 
Melantthox,cthat when his childe was removed from him,it pierced 
f his heart co remember, how he once fate weeping with che Infant 
on his knee,and how lovingly it wip’t away the rears from the fa- 


Melanc.Epift. 
457» Memini 
| cum infantula 
| mibi lacrimas 


agenls deter | thers eyes ; how then (hould it pierce thy heart to think, how lo- 
i, ges vingly Chrift hath wip’t away thine! O how oft hath he found 
erat imduta | theefitcing weeping like Hagar, while thou gaveft up thy ftate, 


mane. Hic ge- 
Rus pesetravit 
in animum Ine- 
win, Sle.” 
Gen. 21,1. 
16,17 ,%8,19. 
1 Kings 19.9. 


thy friends, thy life, yea, chy foul for loft? and he opened co thee 
a Well of Confolation, and opened thine eyes alfo that chou 
mightett fee ic. How oft hath he found thee in the pofture of Elias, 
firting down under the tree forlorn and folitary, and defiring ra- 
ther to dye then to live ? and he hath fpread chee a Table of re- 
lief from Heaven, and fent thee away refrethed , and encouraged 
co his VVork @ How oft hath he found thee in the trouble of the 
Servant of Elsjba, crying out, Alas, what foall We do, for an Hoft 
deth compafs the City? andbe hath opened thine eyes to fee more 
for thee chen againft chee, both in regard of the enemies of 
thy foul and thy body ? How oft hath he found thee in {ugha 


paffion } 


ee ee t Oe 


2 Kings 6.16, 
17. 


The Saints everlafting Reft. 35 
en De 

Paflion as Fusas, in thy peevith frenzy aweary of thy life ? and he 
hath not anfwered paffion with paffion , though he might indeed | 
have done wellto be angry, but hath mildely reafoned thee out of 
thy -madnefs, and faid, Doft hou well tobe angry, Or to repine 
apainft me?How oft hath he fet thee on watching and praying, on 
repenting, and beleeving, and when he hath returned hath found 


thee faft afleep ? and yet he hath not caken thee at the worlt, but 


Matth. 14.37. 
Luke 22.45, 
46. 


Marth. 26.41. 


Luke 22.61. 


hath Law and Confcience haled thee before bim, asthe Pharifees| 


oe 


death, he hath fhamed away thy Acculers, and put them co filence, 

and taken on him he did noc hear thy Inditement,and faid to thee, 

Neither do Taccufe thee, Go thy Way andfinnomore, . 

|” And art thon not fet tranfported and ravithed with Love ? Can 
| chy heart be cold when thou think’{t of his ? or can it hold when 


thee, and fpake comfortably to chee > when thou didft fic down 
under his fhadow with great delight, and when his fruic was {weet 
to thy talte ? whenhe brought thee to his Banqueting Houle, and 
his Banner‘over thee was Love 7.when his left hand was under thy 
head, and with his right hand he did embrace oe a doft — | 
{ not yet cry out, Stay me, com ort me. for Lam fckof Love? hus 
7 Reader, ead me thee deal we behy heart ; Thusbold forth Cant.2.3.49$: 
che goodnefs of Chrift to thy Affeétions ; plead thas the cafe with 
thy Frozen foul, till thou fay as David in another cafe, Ay heart) 
was hot within me, while [ was monfing 8 fire burned. Pial.39.3. 
a cccc 2 % 


—— 
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If thefe forementioned Arguments will not ronfe p thy fove, 
thou haft more enough of this natureat hand: Thou haft all Chrifts 
perfonal excellencies to ftudy : thou haft all his particular mercies 
to.thy felf, both fpecial and common: chow haft all his fweer 
and neer refations to thee, and thot haft the happinefs of thy 
br etual abode wich him hereaftér; aN chele do offer chemfelves 
to thy Meditation, withalf their feverakbranches and adjunéts. |: 
Only follow them clofe co thy Kteart ; ply che work, and let it not 
cool: Deal wich thy heare, as‘Chrift did with Perer, when he asked 
him thrice over, Lovelt chou me? tilfhe-was grieved, and anfwers, 
Lord,thon knoweft that I love thee. - So fay tothy Heart , Lovelt 
| thou thy Lord ? and ask ic che fecond time , and urge it the chird 
John. 21. 15, ' time, Lovett thou ‘thy Lord? tillthou grieve it , and (hame it out 


16,17. ~ | of its ftupidity, and ic cantruly fay, Thou knowelt chat I love 
7 him. tga ne 
Arid this I fave (hewed' you how to ‘excite che ‘affection of 
_ | Love. | ec i" oo 
er | SECT. Vi. | 
| 2, € riext Grace or Affedion to be excited, is Defire. The 


| ‘Obje& of it is Goodnefs confidered as abfent, or not yet 
-ateained. . This being fo neceffary an attendant of Love, and being 
| excited much by the fame forementioned objective confideragions, 
I fuppofe you need the fefs dire€tion to bc here added ; and there- 
fore I (hall touch but briefly on this. Iflove be hot, I warrant you 
defire will not be cold. oo OS Sais 
When thou haft thus viewed the goodnefs of the Lord,and con- 
fidered of the pleafures that are at hisright hand; chen proceed on 
with thy Meditation thus; Think wittt thy felf, Where have! 
been? what have I feen? Othe incomprekenfible aftonifhing 
Glory 1 O the rare tranfcendent beauty !'O bleffed fouls that 
now enjoy it ! ‘that fee d'thoufand times more clearly, what 
Ihave feen but darkly at this diftance, and fcarce difcerned through | ° 
the interpofing clouds ! What a difference is there betwixt my 
{tate and theirs ! I amfighing, and they are finging : I am Gnning, 
and they are pleafing God : I have an ulcerated cancrons foul, like 
the lothfome bodyes of Fob or Lexarus, a fpectacte of pitty rs 
; | thole 


Ci 
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thofe that behold me; Bue they are perfed and without blemish ; 
| Lam here incaogled in the love of the world, when they are taken 
‘l up with the love of God: { live indecd amongft rhe means of 
'| grace, and I poffefs the fellowlhip of my fellow-believers; Burt 
[have none of their immediate views of Gad, nor none of thac | * Facilizs pof- 
fellowthip which they paflefs ;.* They have none of my cares and | {#7 dicere 
fears : They weep not in -fecret : They: languith nog.inforrows ; | 244 ey = 
Thefe cears sre wiped away from theiteyes: O happy, athoufand pes ne 
times happy fouls ! Alas, that I muft dwellin dirty fielh , when my fit. Non cB ibs 
Brethren aad companions do dwell wich God ! alas, chaz I am Lape | 72/5707 off ibs 
in earch. and tyed as a.mountain: down ce this inferior world; ! cee andi 
uihen they are got above the Sun,and - have latd-afide cheic lampith of ga ee 
bodyes! Alas, that [mult Jye and pray. and -waic, and pray and | wor i Fines 
wait as if my heart were ia my kneegs when they:do nothing but | 74a fits, nul: 
Love and Pralfe, and Joy and Enjoy , asif cheir hearcs were gor | 4 </l#s, mls 
ince the very breaft of Chrift, and.were clofely conjoyned to his | 7.3%, 
ownheart. Howfar out of fight and séach, and.hearing of cheir tia, Hint ee | 
high enjoyments do I here live; when they, feel them, and feed | /-lsa, nulla tri- 
and live upon them! What {trange thoughts:baveil of God? What | /2: Ecce 
firange conceivings? What ftrange.affections ? I am fainco fuper- Hed que 
{cribe my beft fervices,as the blinde e-Sthexians [To the unkaown iets ie 
God} when they are as well acquaineed with him, as men chat live} vis zoe? Hec 
continually in his houfe ; and as familiar io their holy praifes, as} %¢ aculus v- - 
if they were all one withhim ! What alittleof thar Ged, thar | %7¢¢ eis 
Chrift, that {picit, that life, that love, that joy kavel! and how | {42fo2eci" 
foon doth it depart: and leave.me in fader darknefs ! Now and ae | 
then a fpark‘doch fallupon my heart, agd while.I gaze upon it, it | parave Deus 
ftrait goes out;or rather, my cold refting heart dorh quench it! Buc | “/sensibus fe. 
chey have cheir light in his light,and live continually at che {pring of | °°°% 6%" bomi- 
Joyes ! Here are we vexing each other with quarrels,and cronbitng dit ae 
our peace with difcontents, when they are one. in heart and voice. nis illuc afcen- 
and daily found forth their Hallelujah’s co God with full delightful | 44 Cor 1b: ba- 
Harmony and ‘cencent. O whar a Feaft hath my faith beheld! neanni> Sie 
and O what a famine is yet in my {pirie! Ihave feena glympie in- eid i 
to the Court of God, but alas I ftand but a9 begger at the deors, | « pee 
when the fouls of my companions ate admitted in. O bleffed 
fouls! I may not; I darenot envye your happinefs, Irather re- 
Joyce in my brethrens:profperity, and am glad co think of the day 
when I fhall be admitted inco your fellowhip : But] cannot bur 

: — Ccccc 3 + _ look. 


Caat in terra: 
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look upon you asa childedoth on his brother who fits in the mothers 
| fap while himfelf ftandsby, and with that I were fo happy as to 
| be in your place ; not co difplace you, bat to Reft there with you. - 
Why muft I {tay and groan, and weep and wait? My Lord is gone; 
he hath lefe chis earth and is entered into his Glory : my Brethren 
are gone ; my friends are there,my houfe,my hope,my All is there! 
- Jand muftI ftay behinde to fojourn here ? what preciong Saints 
have left this earch ?-of whom I am ready tofayas Asmerbachins 
when he heard of the death of Zaingerus, Piget me vivere poft tar- 
tum virum,cujus magna fust dottrina, fed exigua f cum pietate con- 
feratwr. It isirkfome to me to live after fuch aman, whofe leara- 
ing was fo great, and yet compared with his godlinefs, very {mall: 
If the Saints were allhere; if Chrift were here, then it were no 
grief for me to ftay, if the bridegroom were prefent, who could 
mourn? But when my foul is fo far diftant from my God, wonder 
not what aileth we, {I now complain; An ignorant Aficab will 
do fo for hisidol, .and (hall not then my foul do fo for God ? And 
‘| yecif I had nohope of enjoying, I would goand hide my felf in 
the deferts, and lye and-howl in fome obfcure wilderne(s , and 
fpend my days in fruitles withes : Bur feeing it is the promifed land 
of my Reft,and the ftate chat 1 muftbe advanced tomy felf, and 
my foul draws neer and is dimoft ac ic; I will love and long; I will 
look and defire ; I will breache out bieffed (a/vins Motto, V/que- 
quo Domine, How long , Lord,’ How long ! How Jong !.ord, 
Holy and True, wilt thou fofferthis foulco pancand groan ! and 
wilt not open and lec him in,who waits and longs to be with Thee? 
Thus, Chriftian Reader , lecthy thoughts afpire: Thus wher the 
defires of thy foul by thefe Medicatiofs; Till chy foul long (as 
‘| Davids for che waters of Bethichem) and fay, O chat one would 
| give meto drink of the wells offalvation ! 2 Sams.23..15. and till 
thou cant fay ashe, P/al.119. 174. Shave longed for thy falvati- 
on, O Lord. And asthe mother and brethren of Chrift when they 
could not come at him becaufe of the prefs,{ent co him, faying, Thy 
mother and brethren ftand wichout,defiriag co fee thee ; fend thou 
. | up the fame meffage ; cell him, thou ftandeft here without,deftring 
to fee him, he will own thee even in thefe neer relations; for he 
* | hath faid, They chat hear hisword and doic, are his mocher and 
Luk,8;20,21. | brethren. And thus I have gireGted you, in the a@ting of your de- 
| fire after your Reft. 5 
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> SECT. VIL 


3. 1% next Affection to be ated, isHope. Thisis of fingular 

wfeto.the foul. Ichelpeth exceedingly to fupport it in fuf- 
ferings ; it eocourage to adventure upon the paste difficulties ; 
ic firmly eftablifheth it in the moft fhaking tryals ; and ic migheily 


revail with poor Gnners for their Converfion and Confirmation 2 


would beleeve, or obey, or {trive, or fuffer, or do any thing for 
Heaven, if it were not for the hope that he hath co obtain ite 
Would the Marriner fail, and the Merchant adventure, if they 
had not hope of fafety and fuccefs ? would the Husbandman 
plough, and fow, and take pains, if he had not hope of iacreafe 
at Harveft ? would the Souldier fight , f he hoped not for 
viGtory ? Sure no man deth adventure upopkaown impofsibilt- 
ties. Therefore it is, that they who pray meerly from cuftom; or 
meerly from confciences comes it asa duty onely, but look- 
ing for no great matters from God by their prayers, are gencrally 
formal and heartlefs therein; whéreas the Chriftian that hath ob- 
ferved the wonderful fucce(s of prayer, and as verily looks for 
benefit by it, and thriving ,tohis foul in the ufe of it, as he looks 


food, how faithfully doth he follow it ? and how cheerfully go 


fully do we Preach ¢ What life doch ic put into our inftructions 
and exhortations, when we have but hope that our labor will 
facceed 2 when we difcern a people attend to the Word, and 
regard the Meflage “and hear them inquire what they fhalldo, as 
men that are willing tobe ruled by God, and as men that would 
fain have their fouls td be faved; you would nor think how tt 
helpeth us, both for invention and exprefsion! O who can chu€ 
but pray heartily for, and preach heartily to fuch a people | As 


the peoples defire and.obedien¢e draw forth the Word: So thata 


entivens the foul in duties ; and is the very fpring that fetsall the | 
wheels a going: Who would Preach, if ic were not in hope to} 


for benefit by his labors, and thriving £0 his body in the ufe of his: 
through it? O, how willingly do we Minifters ftudyy > how cheer- | 


the fucking of the young one doth draw forth the milk, fo will] 


duli people, make dull Preachers, anda lively peo le, make a live- | 
| ly Preacher. So great 4 force hath hope in all our ducies. As ae? 
. | = Sie -t . a ee -O 
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who would pray, but for his hope to prevail with God? whojf ~ 
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of Speeding encreafeth, fodoth diligence in feeking encreafe ; be- | 


{ 


fides the great conducement of ittoeurjoy: Even she falfe hope | 
of the wicked doth much fupport, and maintain a kinde of com- | 
fort an{werable to cheir hope ; though, its true, their hope and joy | 

>» | willboth die wichtbem : How much more. will the Saintshopes 

réfreth and firpport them / All this I have faid, to fhew you che | 

"| excellency snd necefsity of this Grace, and fo to provoke yeu to | 

the more conftant ating of it. If your hope diech, your-duties 
die, yours endevors die, your joyes die, and your fouls die. And if 
your hope be not acted, but lie afleep, ics next to dead, both in like- 
ftefsand preparation, = 
Therefore, Chriftian Reader, when chou art winding op thy 
affections to Heaven, do not forget: co give one lift at thy Hope ; 
remember to winde up this peg alfo. The obje& of Hope hath 
four qualifications ; Firft, le muft be good, fecondly, Foture, 
thirdly, Difficule, fourthly, yer Poffible. For the goodnefs of ehy 
Reft, there is fomewhat faid before, which chou maift cransfer | 
hicher as thon findeft ic ufeful ; fo alfo of the difficulty and futuri- 
ty. Let Faith then fhew thee the cruth of the Promife, and Judg- 
ment the goodnefs of the thing promifed,- and what then is want- 
ing for the raifingef thy hope ? Shew thy foul fromthe Word, 
_ [and from the Mercies, and from the Nature of God, what pofii- 

, caret yea, what probability,’ yea; what certainty thou hak of 

J. 2... |poffeffing che Crown. Think thus, and reafon thas with thine owa 
sge Thearts Why fhould I not confidently,and comfortably hape, whea. 

- ° | my foul tsin thg hands of fo compaflionate a Saviour? and whea 

the Kingdom @ ac the difpofal of fo bonneeons aGod ? Didhe 

ever manifcft any backwardnefs to my good ? or difcover che leah 

Ezek.18.33. | tnclinacion to my ruine ? Hath he not fworn the contrary to mein 
& 33-13. | his Word? chat he delights noc in the death of him chat dieth, 

ry -—_-| bue rather that he fhould repentand live ? Alave not all his deal. 

| ings with me wictneffed the fame ? Did he not minde me of my 

danger, when I never fearedit ? and why was this, if he would 
not have me co efcapeit? Did he not minde me of my. happinek, 

.| when I had no thoughts of ic? and why was this, but rbac he 
would have me to enjoy it ? How oft hach he drawn me to himielf, | 
and his Chrift, when I have drawn backward, and would have 
broken from him ? What reftlef& importunity hath he used in his 
fuit ? how hath he followed me from place to place? and his 

: | Spine 
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Spirit inceffantly follicited my heart, with winning fuggeftions and 
perfwafions for my good ? And would he have done all this, if he 
had been willing that I fhould perifh ? Lf-my foul. were. in the. 
hands of my mortal foes, then indeed there were {mall hopes of 
my falvation ; yea, if it were wholly tn my ownghands, my fk:th, 
and my folly would betray tt todamnation. But have I as much | - 
canfe to diftruft God, as co diftruft my foes? or to diftruft m 
felf 2 Sure Ihave noc. Havel noca fure Promife co build and re 
on? and the Truch ef God engaged to fulfil ic? Would I not 
hope, if an honeft mah had made me a promife of any thing in bis 
— ? And fhall I not hope, when [have the Covenant, and the 
ath of Golf? Its.true, the glory is our of fight ; we have not | 
beheld the Manffons of the Saints: Who hath ifteniled up to dif- 
cover it, and defcended co tell us what he had feen? why, but che 
Word is neerme: ‘Have I not AZofes, and the Prophets? Chrift 
and his Apoftles? Is not the promife of God more certain then 
our fight 2 ic is not by fight, but by hope that we muft be faved ; 
and. hope thag is feen is noc hope; for if-we fee it, why do we yet 
hope for it ? bueif we hope for that we fee nor, then do we with } 
patience wait for it, Rom..8. 24,25. I havebeen afhamed of my | 
hope. in the acm of fiefh:,..bue hope in che psomife of God, | 
maketh not afhamed, Rom. 5.5. I will fay therefore in my greaceft 
fulkerings, wich the Church, Lam.3.24, oc. The-Lord is my porr 
tion, therefore will Ihope in him, The Lord 1s good to them that} -*' 
wait for him, to che foul that feeketh him. It is good that I both}. 
|hope, and quietly: waic for che falvation of the Lord. Ie is good. 
fora man, that he bear the yoke inhisyouth. I willfic alone, and 
keepfilence, becaufe [have born itupon me. I will put my mouth | - 
in the duft, if fobe there may.be hope... For.he Lord will not caf 
off. for ever. But though he caufe grief, yet will he have com- 
paffion according to the multitude of hismercies. Though I fan- 
guifh and die, yet willl hope; forhe hath faid, The righteous hath 
hope in-his death, Prov. 14. 32. Though I muft fie down in duft } 
and darknefs, yet there my ficth thall reft inhope, P/a/.i6.9. And 
when my ficth hathnoching. in which it may rejoyce, yer will I 
keep the rejoycing of hope firm to the end, Heb.3.6. For he hath 
faid, The hope of the righteops {hall be gladnefs, Prov.10.28, In- | 
deed, if I had lived {till under che Covenant of Works,and been put | 
my felf to che fatisfying of that hyp then there. had been no} 


bar 


Matth 3 1, 13. 


that fatte power that raifed Chrift, ~aife me ? hath gleri- | 
. | fied the Head, atfo gforifie che Members? Doubties by the blood 

of Ctirifts Covenant, wilt God fend forthihis prifeners from the 

_ | pic, wherein is no water 5 therefore wilt turm to this trong hold, 

| asa prifoner of hope, Zach.9. It,r2. a - 

And thas you Matha Medimarommy-excite yqidttope 
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4. 7 next Affection to be ated, is Courage ot Bekinels ; 

"BR which leadeth co’ Refolution, atid conctadeds in AAion. 

When youhhave ‘thus mounted your Love, and Defire,, atid Hoge ; 

_ and think farther thus wichyqurfelves: “And will Ged in- 

deed dweltwithmen? Andis there ‘fucha glory withthe tesch 

of at O, why do Inocthen. layhotdupenit where ts the 

1 Tim, 6. 13, | cheerful vigor of my fpirie Pw do 1 not:gird upthe loyns Of my 
19. minde ? and play the man for fuch a prize P-why doT doe tun 
s Pett. 13. | with fpeed, che race, before me? and fer upon agine enemies On 
ae: 1% | every fide 2 and valiantly break theough.all refiftance * why do I 
1 Corg 34 | rake this Kingdom by force? and my fervent foul cateh at che 


‘place ? do I yet tre ftill, and Heayen before me ?- If my Beait de 
| but‘fee his Provender; if my greedy ferfes perceive but theirde- 
lightful objects, T have much ado coftave them off : And fhoald 
not my foul be as eager for facha bieffed Reft?' why then do I nct 
andauntedly fall co work? what fhould ftop me? or what fhould 
| difmay me? Is God withme, or apainft me inthe work @ will 
Chrift ftand by me, or will he not? J€ it were a way of fin chit 
leads to death, then I might éxpect that God thould refit me, and" 
ftand in my way with the drawn fword of his difpleafure , or # 
leaft overtake me.to my grief at laft : Bat is he againft the obeying 
of hisown commands ? is perfect good again{t any thing ‘but ev: 
doth he bid me feek, and will he not affift mein it 2‘ doth be fet 
2 | : ty | mt 


a ‘ | . 


be driven from ny God , and frota my Everlafting’ Rett, as thre 


‘U fee men daily:in vyhefewars, adveritdrt: upon-Armifes, and Forts, 


tongue } Surechefe Serpents redthare ont ; thefe Vipéts are cafily 
Qhakess - mero che fire ;. chefe Adders have no ftings - thefé Thorns 
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me awork, and urge me to it, and willhe afterall, be again{t me 
in it? Iecannotbe. And if he be for me, who can beagainft me? 
Inthe work of fin,all chings almoft are ready to help us, and God 
onely, and his Servants are againft us; and how ill! doth that 
work profperc imour hands? Bue in my eourfe to Heaven, almoft 
allthings are again{t me, buc God is forme; and how happily 
ftill doth che work facceed 7. Do I fet upon this work in my own 
fKtrengch, or rather in the penee of Chrift my Lord ? And can- 
not I do all things through him that ftrengthneth me ?. was fre 
ever foiled, orfubdued by an enemy # He hach been affaulted in- | 
deed; but-was he ever conquered ? Can they take the thecp, till | 
they have. overcome the Shepherd? why then doth my flefh lay 
open co me the difficulties , and urge me fo much wich the preat- 
nefs and troubles of the wotk? Ic is Chrift that muft anfwer all 
thefe Objections ; and; whac aré the diffteuleies thac catt Ray his 
power? Isany ching too. hard for the Omnipotent Gdd ? May 
not Peter boldly walk on the Sea; if Chrift do but give ce word 
of commatid ? andif he begia to fink, is ic from the wedknels of 
Chet, or the Imalnefs of his Faich? The water indeed is buta 


foking.gteund to .ctead-on ; - but if Chriftbeby, add cotintenance | 


iwini, ifhe beready ro reach ug hishand ; who wold draw back 
for fear of dafiger:?. Is tot Sea and’ Land alike ro him? fhall I | - 


filly Birds acefeared front their food, with a than of donts, or. a- 
foud noife, when I know before citte is 10 danger init? Howdo 


and Cannons, and caft themfelves sponthe inftruments of death ? 


an@have not Fas fair 3 prize before me ? pansiadepephianrais. 
eis the 


ment to adventure as they ?. What do I venture? my! 
molt; and inthefe profperous times, there is not one of many 
thatveneures chat: -VVhac do Fvéiture on? are ch¢y not unarit- 
ed. foes. 2) sA great hazzard mdeétd ; to venture on the hard 
thonghts of che world! or on the-ftoms and flandérs.of 2 wicked’ 


have loft chetr. prickles: As all chings below are filly comforters, | 
feate they filly couchie& encinies: Bupbears co friptterr fools and | 


ferve to be turned into Hell, if che {corns and threats of blinded . 
2 s Ddddd2 . —— 


j 


children, racter chert powerful dreatifal foes. Do I nocwellde- & 
men, 
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744 | : 
'men, if the fear of filly roccen Earth, can drive me thither? do 
IT not well deferve to be fhut out of Heaven, if I wil! be frighted 
| from.it, with the tongues of finners ? Surely my own voice mutt 
needscondemn me, and my own hand fubfcribe the fentence, and 

. | common Reafon would fay chat my damnation were jaft. VVhat if 
- | ic were Father, Or Mother, or Husband, or Y Vife, orthe neereft 
a | Friend that I have-in the world, ( if they may be called Friends 

| chat would draw me to damnation ) (hould I not run over all that 

would keep me from Chrift ? V Vill rheir friendfhip countervail 
theenmity of God? or be any comfort tomy condemned foul ? 

fhall I be yielding, and pliable to the defires of men, and onely 

harden my felf againft the Lord ?- Let men, let Angels befeech me 

upon their knees, I will flight cheirtears, I'will {corn to ftop my 

courfe tobehold them, I willfhuc.mine ears againit their cryes : 
} Let them flatter, or let them frown; Jet them draw forth tongues 
‘| and fwords aganlt me, I am refolved tobreak through in the 
might of Chrift, .and,to look upon them all as naked duft. If they 
would entice me with preferment » with che Kingdoms of the 
world; I willno more regard them, then the dung of the Earth. 
O Bleffed Reft ! Omoft unvaluable Glorious State.!. who would 
fell thee for dreams and fhadows2* whe wanld be enticed or af. 
7~ ee from thee ?: who would norftrive,: and f he, and watch, 
} and run, and chat with violence, even to the tat breath, fo he. 
<, | might but have hope at laft to obtain thee? Surely none but thofe 
| that know-hee not, and beleeve not thy gilory.. This you fee with 
| what. kinde of Meditations you may excite your Courage, and 

raifeyourRefolution. , 9. } 
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SECT. 1X: 


“ABS fhe. laft Affetion to be aéted is Joy. This is the end of all 
7 the Reft, Love, Defire, Hope and Courage, doall rend to 
the railing of our Joy. This is fo defirable toc¢very man by nature, 
and is fo effentially neceflary to the conftirating of his happiness, 
thac I hope] need not fay much to perfwade you to any thing chat 
would make your Jife delightful. Suppofing you therefore already 
convinced, That the pleafures of the Heth are brutith and perifhing, 
and that your folid and lafting joy muft be from Heaven, in ftead of 
perfwading , I thall ptoceed in directing, es 


. ‘> Well! 
ate re 
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Wellthen, by this time if thou haft managed well che former | — _ 

work, thou art got within the ken of thy Reft; thou believeft the 
Truth of it; thou art convinced of the excellency of it, thou art 
| faln in Love with it, thou longeft after it; thou hopeft forit, and 

| chon art refolved couragioufly co venture for the obtaining ic : But. 

is here any work for joy in this ? we delight in the good which we | 

do poffefs. Its prefent good chat is the obje& of joy ;but(chou wile | 

fay ) alas,I am yee without it. Well,bur yet chink a little further with 

thy felf; Though the Real prefence do afford the choicelt joy, yet 

the prefence of its imperfect Idea or image in my underftanding, | . 
may afford mea great deal of true delight; Is it nothing co have a. 

deed of gift from God? Archis infallible promifesno ground of 
joy ? Isicnothing to live in spr expectation of entring into the 
Kingdoméls not my affurance of being glorified one of thefe dayes - 
a fufficient.ground for onexpreffible joy ? Isic nodelight to the | 
Heir of a Kingdom, to think of what he moft hereafter poffets, 
though at prefent he Jittle differ from a fervant ? Am I not com- 
manded to rejoyce in hope of the glory of God?Rom.5.2.&1 : 


Here then, Reader, take thy heart once again, asit were, by the 
hand ,. Bring ic to the cop of the highelt Mount ; if icbe poffible 
to fome Atlas above the clouds; fhew it the Kingdom of Chrift | 
and the glory of it ; fay coit, Allthts will thy Lord beftow upon 
thee , who haft believed inhim , and been a worfhipper of him ; 
It isthe Fathers good pleafure to give thee this Kingdom ; Seeft 
thou this aftonifhing Giory above thee ? Why all this is thy own 
inheritance. This Crownis thine, thefe pleafures are thine, this. 
company, this beauteous place is thine, all chings are thine, becaufe. 
| thou art Chrifts, and’Chrift is thine ; when thou waft married to 

him, thou hadftall chis with him. : 

Thus cake chy heart into the Land of Promife; thew it the plea- 
fant hills,and fruicful valleys ; Shew ic the clufters of Grapes which 
thon halt gathered;and by thofe convince it that it isa bleffed Land, 
flowing with better then milk and honey ; enter the gates of the 
holy City ; walk through the ftreets of the New Jerufalem , walk 
about Sion, go round about her, cell che towers thercof; mark! 
well her bulwarks ; confider her palaces, that thou mayeft cell ic! 
to thy foul (P/al,48.12,13.) Hath icnot-the Glory of God, and | 
is not her light {ike co a.ftone moft precious ? See the twelve 
foundations of her walls, and che names of the twelve Apoftles of | 

Ddddd3 the! 
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the Lamb therein ; “The building of the walls of ic are of Jafper, 
and the City is of pure gold as cleer as plafs; The foundation is 
garnifhed with prétious ftofiés, and the twelve gates are twelve 
pears; eVery féveral gate is of one Pearl, and the ftreet of the 
City is pure Gold,as it were tranfparent glafs; Théré iso temple 
init, forthe Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the Temple of 
it. It hath no need of Snn-or Moon to thine init, for the Glory 
of God doth lighten it, and che Lamb is the fight theteof, and che 
nations of them which are faved (hall walk in the fight of ic. Theft 
fayings ate faithfol and true; andthe Lord God of che holy Pro- 
~ , hath fent his Angels (and ae heat to Chevy Yapito® bis 
ervants the things that muftfhortly be done, Kev. 21. tr, ¥2, £3. 
G@c.tothe end, & 23.6. What fayett thou ow toalt this 2 This 
is thy Reft,O my foul, and this mult Bé the place Of thy Evertadting 
| Kabitation : Let all the fons of Sion thew rejoyce, ath fhe daughters of 
Ferufalem be glad , for great isthe Lord, and fréatly ts be praifed in 
| thé (ity of oar God 3 Beantiful for feituatiog, the Poy of thé whol? 
éarth, 3 Mount Sion, God u knoWwain ber palaces for. aréfuge, Pial. 
48. 11;51,2,3.0 ~ ts seen ee 
“Yee proceed on: Anima que amat afcéndt, &c, The fout (ith 
eA uftin) chat loves,alcends ieauidly, and rans familiarly thidongh 
the ftreets Of the heavenly Jerufalem, wifting the Patrrachs and 
Prophets, faluting che Apoftles, admiring the Aritiies of 'Mai- 
tyrs and Conféffors, 8c.So do thou Sead on shy heart as from Rreet 
¥ to fireet, bring it into the Palace of the GréatKing ; lead it, as it 
‘were, from chamber to chamber ; fay to it, Were muftl lodge‘ here 
muft'l live, here mult I praifé, here muft I Jove, arid be beloved : 
1 muft fhorcly be one of this Heaven! te I fall then be betrer 
skilled in the mufick; Ameng this blefied company muft I take 
my place; My voice muft joyn to make up the Melody, my 
| teares will then be Wiped away , my groans are-turnéd to another 
tune, my cortage of tian be changed to this’ Palace , and my 
oa rags to thele {plendid robes : my fordid nafty ftinking Aeth 
all be put off, and fuch a Sun-like {piricual body put an, Forth 
former things are done away. Glorious thitigs are fpoken of chee, 
O City of God: There it is that crouble aadlameauian ceafech, 
and the voice of forrow is notheard : O when I look upon this 
ae place: what adunghil and dungeon; me thinks, 1s earth 
_| Owhat a difference betwixt a man feeble, painéd,groanirig, dying, 
: eacual FOItNg 


Pfal. 87, ‘. 
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n the grave , and one of thefe triumphant, bleffed, fhining 


rotting { 


whereof make glad the City of dur God. For the Lord will create, 
(hall net be 


4 Naw Jerufslem and 4 New Earth, and the former | 
semaemb red, nor.come into minde., we fhall be glad and rejoyce 
which he creates: fer be will create Jerufalem. a. 
jextigg.acd her people 2J0y ; And he. will reyoyce in Jerpfa- 
lem and joy: in his people : and the vee. of weeping Shall be ne- 

{me rd in berenor rhe: veice of crying ::there sal! be no more | 


2 


day e6s1/4:65-3 Ma ¥B1902 ofMuttifcack on carth onder the bondage 
‘of the Lay feave she Lond with joykulne(s aod gladne (5 of. heart,be- 
| caufe the abundance of all things which che: parte ls F dure then I 
Gaal eave him. with ipyfaneGand RETF: ihe Call have another 
kinde of fervice, and of a undance in Glory Deut. 28: 47... Did 
che Saints sake jopfully chr (paling of the's goods? . Heb. 11.34. 
and (hall not I take joyfully the receiving of my good, and fucha 
loffes,? Ws. it. fuch a remarkable, cele 


Saar, Neb. 24: 17> Rev. 22. 16. If they segucned fre 
palghre with great }oy, when they had bur heare ¢ 3 
from the dead, Adar..28. 9+ What Joy. then will it be to me,when | ° 
1 Ghall fee hie xifen and reigning inhis glory, y felf raifed 
a bicied communion with him? ‘Then fhall we have Beauty for | 
‘afhes indeed, and the oil of ioy for moncning and the gaxment 
of praite for the fpirt ofheavinels, 1/4. 61.3. Wh sade 
‘Ston an exerngl excellency,a joy. of many grncrauons, If. 6Q- 35+ 
Why dol not then-arife frota the dult , and lay alide my fad 


Heaven perpe 
reed thee in 


‘brated day, when the Jews refted from theip epemics, Becaufeic |. 
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Saints? Here thall I drink ef, the river of pleafure, the ftreams pala 


moreheatd in bi | va 
-| hence an infant of days, nor an old man that ‘hath not filled his| . - ° 
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Ere cu when ie findeft aii, ; hort hat a fingulae ad- 
| .vantage from thy Meditations of Heaven, for the acting of 
ithe contrary and more mixed paffions, As 
|. 1. Of thy hatred and ‘deteftation of fin, which would deprive 
ee foul of thefe immortal Joyes.” 
| Of thy godly and filial Feat, feaft thou thouldet either abufe 
| Pa sete this a 
3. Of chy necefl’ ry grief, for fuch thy foolith abufe and hazard. 
| 4. OF chy godly fhame, which fhould cover thy face for che 
foremention folly. 
‘| 5. Of chy anfeigned repentance, for what thon halt done again&: 
ny Joyes.. 
Of thy holy anger or indignation againtt thy felf for fach 
aaa 
7. Of thy-zeal and jealoufie over thy heart, leaft on thowldft 
again be drawn co the like iniquity. | 
8. ‘And of thy pity toward thofe, who are ignorantly walking 
in the contrary courfe,and in apparent danger of lofing all this. 
But I will confine my felf to the former chief. affe@tions, and not 
meddie-with thefe, feaft I be too prolix, but. leave thein oy 
own fpiritual prudence... | 


Twould here alfo have thee to junderftand , that I do not place 
| any flat neceffity in chy ACting of all che. forementioned affections 
‘in this order at one time, or inone duty: perhaps thoa mayeft 
fometime feel fome one of thy affeCtions more flat chen the reft, 
and fo tohave more need of exciting ; or thon mayeft finde one 
| tirring more chen the reft, and fo think it more feafonable to help 
it forward : or if thy time be fhore, thou mayeft work upon one 
affettion one day, and upon another the next,as thow findel ‘caufe : 
[All this F leave ill to thy own Prudence: ; 

" And’fo I have done with che ‘third part of che dicedtion, vid. 
| What powers of the foul are here to-be acted ; what’ Affe@ions cx- 
cited ; . by what objective conti pee namie in whiac order. 


ae! _. CHAP. 
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By what Aétings of the foul to proceed in this work |. 
of Hearvenly contemplation. Bd o 


with us through th 


‘preft home, will not fo pterce and affect the heart, Therefore we ) 
mutt here proceed to a fecond ftep, which is calicd Soliloquy, which 
is nothing but a pleading the cafe with our own fouls.As in preach-’ 
ing ro others, the bare propounding and opening of cruths and du- 
ties doth feldome finde that fucceffe as the lively application: fo it is 
alfo in meditating and: propounding Truths to our felves, The 
moving. pathctical pleadings with a finner , will make im deeply | 
affected with a common Truth, which before, though he knewit, 
yecic never ftire’d him > What Heare-meltings do we fee under 
powerfull application, when the naked explitation did litele | 
move them? Ifany wherethere be a-tender-hearted, affectionate 
people, it is likely under fuch a moving, clofe-applying, Miniftry. 
Why thus muftthou do in thy Meditation to. uicken thy own 
heart : Enter ingp a ferious debate with it : Plead with it in the 


dogs Ourthly ; The fourth ‘i of this Diredtory is,To 
advance onto the height of this work. 


Sm" is that Cogitation, or confideration which I bes | 


. iw -, “a i 4 


CHAP. X. . 
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,- 
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SECT. IL 


fhew you how and by what Acts you fhould 
The ft and maine Inftrument of this work, | 


fore have opened , and which is to go along 
e whole. Bue becaufe meer Cogitation if it be not 1 


Egece . | molt 


gi Cae as et | 


njoft moving and affeCting language: Urge it with the moft weigh- 
cy and powerful Arguments: This Slileg » or felf-conferefite,| 
Hath been the pratice of the holy men’o 


y fal, yied| 
he allo end the Pfalm : and -fodoth- he begin: and endthe-304. 


fread, but that which the Saints havé ever ufedin. their Nedira 
tion. * ae y 


; Soar ee eG ECT. IL 
| rus Sefilo hath its feveval partqand:its due method where- 
-A in it¢thoy 
the feveral AffeRions.of the foul, and according to the fever- |: 
‘all neceffities thereof; according 
to, be ufed.; and according to the various waves of Argu- 
ing. Sothat yor fee if I thould attempt the full handling hereof, it | 
would take up more time and room. then J intend or can allow it. 
Only thus sriuch in brief. As every goodMalter and Father of a Fami- 
‘ly,18 agood Preacher co his own Fami ly; fo every good Chriftian, is 
'a good Preacher: to his own foul: Soliloquy is a Preaching co ones 
fet Therefore shé very fame Method which a Minifter (hould ufe 


and which is the moft effcQual way Re Laer aa ? why chen : 
tandeft the Method and. 


ater ; obferve his coucfe both for matter and mapncr; fer him as a 


t 
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/ bpatetn’ before theegor thy imitation; and thei faste way chat bef : 
takes ‘wieh the ‘bearts of his-people,. do chou qifo take wich thy 
own heart. Men are naturally additted co imitation, efpenially af 
thofe whom they mott affe& and approve of : How neer dofome 
‘Minifters comein their Preaching to the imitation of others, whom 
they ofually hear, and mich reverence and value ? fo maift chop in: 
-chis ducy of preaching to thy heart: Artthow not aeady fometinic 
when thou heareft ‘a Minifter, £0 remember divers things which 
‘thon thinkeft might be moving and pertinent, and ce with thac 
“he would have mentioned and preffed them .on ‘the blearers:? 
“why, remember thofe when thow art exhorting thy felf, and prefs 


clear convincintg Scriptare-Reafons. Thirdly,-Then Appiy:it ac- 
cording toits nature and thy neceffity. Asin the cafe weisrenp. 
on, That there is a Reft remaining for thepeopleof God. 
1. Confider of the ufeful Confe@aries, or Conclafions that 
thence arifé, for the clearing and confirming -of. thy judgment, 
aly called a Ute of Jafermation, Here thon mart 
preGther alfo by other confirming ‘Arguments, and adjeyn the 
<onfutarion of the conta Errors. * ened 

sGder of the Duties, which. do appear to | 2, y¢ of m- 
De fach from the Doftrine in hand, awhich is commonly called, A Anco, 
ule of Inftrnétion; as alfo she reprehenfion of che conrrary. vices. . F 
+ :3. Then proceed ro-queftion and ery thy felf, how chou-haft va- 

haltioved it, and how thou +. Of Exami- 

haftlaid our thy felfto obtain ic? This istalled Auleof Exawing- 


1. Ufe of In- 
formation, 


tion. Here thou maift alfo makeufe of difcovering Signs, Urawa 
from the Natrre, Properties, BAetts, Adjuntts, Cre. ie | 
.4. So far as this T iat hath ‘dtfeqveréd chy noglect,: ‘and other) , of f 
fins againft this Ref; proceedrothe rpreheafionand cenfuting of)” sprees 

| thy felf : chide.chy heart forits Omiffionsand Commiffions; and 
do it tharply eill it feel che fmart;as Peter Preached Reproof to-bs 
| ricked to the heart, andcried ont ; Aadas 


‘| Bearers, till the werge : » the heart, and-cree 3 
a Father or Mafter willchide the childe till it Segin,to cry and be 
- Eeeee 2 _ 7 — fenfible 


————— 
_- 


| fatin§ all fadning objections chac may be’ 
| thirdly, So alfo for the proveking of Love, of Hope, and all other 
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fénfible of the fault ; fodg thou in chiding be pb heart ; Thisis 
cdlied a ufe of Repreof.Here alfo ic will be vef¥. neceffary, that chou 
bring forth: all the aggravating Circnmftances of the fin, that thy 
heart may feel ic in its reight & bitrernefs;and if thy heart dotvade 
or deny thefin, convince it by producing the feveral Difcoveries.. 


|. §5..So far.as chon difcovereft thacrhou haft been faichful in che 


duty, turn it to Incevragementto thy felf, and to Thanks to God, 
where thou. maift confider of the feveral aggravatiors-of the mercy 
of the Spirits enabling thee thereto. ee | 

* 6. So, asit-refpects thy duty for the future, confider how thou 


| maiftimprove this comfortable Dodtrine, which mult be by ftrong 


and effe@ual perfwafion with chy heart. Firlt,By way of Deliorta- 


‘tidn from the forementiened fins. Secondly, By way of Exhorta |. 


tion tothe feverall duties. And thefe are either, firft, Internal, or 
fecondly, External. Firft, Therefore admonifh thy heart of its own 
inward neglects and contempts. Secondly, And then of the neg- 
le@s and tre{paifles in thy. practice againft this blefleddkace of Reft. 


: | Sechome thefefeverall Admonitions to the quick, Take thy hearc 


as to the brink of the bottomlels pit, force it colook in, threaten 
thy felf with the cheatnings of the Word, tellic of the torments 
thar it draweth upon ic felf; tell ic what joyesic ismadly reje- 


Ging, force it to :promife thee todo fo nomore, and that not 


withacold and heartlefs promife, but earneftly wich moft folemn 


, deverations and engagements. Secondly, The next and laft is, to 


drive om thy foul to thofe pofitive duties,which are required of thee 


. Fin relation thisco Reft-As firlt, to the inward duties of thy heart, 


and there firlt, To be diligent in making fure of this Reft : fecond- 


° ly; To Rejoyoein che expeation ofit. This iscalled a ufe of Con- 
‘folation: Ittsto be furthered by firlt laying open the excellency of 


the Stare; and. fecondly, the certainty of ic in it felf, and thirdly, | | 
our own intereft in it; by clearing and provipg allthefe, and con- 
rought againft them - 


the Affections in the way, before more largely opened. 

And fecondly, prefs on-thy heart alfo to all outward duties; that 
are to be performed in thy way. to Reft, whether in worfhip or in 
civil converfation, whether publike or private, ordinary, or extra- 
ordinary ; This is commonly called, A ufe of Exhortation, Here 


bring in all quickajng Confiderations, eith@r thofe that may drive 


thee, 
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thee,or thofe that may draw; which work by Fear, or which work | 


by Defire: Thefe are commonly called Motives;but above all be fure 
that thou follow them home ; Ask thy heart what it can fay againt 
them Is there weight in them ? or is there not ? and then, what it 
can fay againft che duty ; Isit neceffary ? igit comfortable 2 or is it 
not? when thon haft filenced thy heart,and brought it toa ftand, 
then drive it further, and urge ic to a Promife: As fuppofe ic were 
tothe duty of Meditation, which we are fpeaking of : Force thy 
felf beyond thefe lazy purpofes; refolveson the duty before thou 
ftir: Enter into& folemn Covenant co be faithful; Jet not thy heare 
go, till it have without all halting and refervations flatly promifed 
thee, That it will fall co the work ; write down this promile, thew 
tie co thy heart the next time it loigers ; then ftudy alfo the Helps 

and Méans, the Hinderances, and the Direétions that concern chy 
doty. And this is in brief the exercife of this So/sloquy, or the 
Preaching of Heaven to thy own Heart. of | 
; ® .@ , 


e 


- SECT. ILk 


Objet. Dat perhaps thou wilt fay, Every man cannot nnder- 


and this Method, this is for Minifters, and learned 
mem, avery man is not able to play the Preacher. I Anfwer thee, 
Firft, There is not that ability required to this, as isto the work of 
‘publike Preaching ; here thy thoughts may ferve the turn, bug there 


muft be alfo the decent Ornaments of Language,herc is needful but 
an honeft underftanding heart, but there mutt be a good pronufici- 


ation and a voluble congue ; here if thou mifs of the Method, thou | 


maift make up that in one piece of Application which thou halt 
negle¢ted in another, but there thy failings are injurious to many, 
and 4 fcandal and difgrace to the Work of God; thou knowett 
what will fit thy own heart, and what Arguments take beft with 
thy own Affedtions, bur thou art not fo well acquainted with the 
difpofitions of others. Secondly, I anfwer farther, Every man is 
‘bound to be skilful in the Scriptures as well as Minifters: Kings and 
Magiftrates, Dent.t7. 18,19, 20. Jo 1.8. And the peorle al(o, 
Dent.6.6,7,8. Do you think, if you did as is there commanded, 
Write it upon thy heart, lay them up in thy foul, binde them upon 
thy hand, and becween thine eyes,meditate in them day and night ; 
I fay, if you did thus, would you not quickly underftand as much as 


Eeeee 3 this? } 


@ 


4 
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quit Parzeus, 


754 


_ | [peak to‘our felvés in Pfalms, and Hymns, and ‘no de 
‘1 allo fpeak to God in them ; this keeps the fou! in minde of the Di. 


| (faith the formér Tranflation ) To 
in. | Lhe Hebrew Verb faith Paraits, ix loc. fignificth both ad Orar- 
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this? See P/al.1.3. Dest.11.18. ——6.6,7. Doth nor God: com- 
mand thee, to ceach them difligeritty to chy thifdren’? andra ratk | 
| of chem when thon fiteeft in thy fhoafe, when thou walkéfby the | 
way, when thou lyeft down, and when thou rifeft up? ‘And if thou 


_| mutt be skilled co reach thy children, thuch more to teach thy: felf; | 


‘and if thou canft alk of them to others, ty hot alfo co thine own | 


Heace ? Certainly our unskilfulnefs and difabiticy, boch in a Metho- | 


dical ‘and lively teaching of-our Families, and of our felves, is-for | 
| y e 


the moft part meerly through ovr own negligence, anda fin for 
which we have no ¢xcufe: You that learn che skil of your Trades 


[and Sciences, might fearn ‘this alfo if you ‘were but willing and 


inful. : Rs we 
‘And fo Thave done with this particular of Soliloquy. « 


oo Se BOT. OI. 


2, A Nerteree t0 arife by in ont-Gontemplation, +s,-from 
this {peaking tovour felvesito foeak to God: Prayer isnot 

fuch aftranger co this duty, but chat ejaculatory requefts may. be 
intermixed or added, ‘and chat as avery parc of the duty ic flf : 
How oft doth David inrermix thefe in his Pfalmies, fomerime 
pleading with his foul, and fometime withGod'? and*effac in 
the fame Pfalme, and in the hexe: verfes:? ihe pa bids us 
oubt we may 


‘vine Prefence ; ic tends alfo exceedingly ‘to quicken and raife it; 
fothiac as God is the higheft Obje@ of our Thoughts, fo our view- 


[ing of him, and our {peaking to him, and pleading wich him, doth 
{more elevate the foul, and aCtuateé the AffeGtions then any. other 


|-part of Meditacion-can do. Men thar are carélels of theic carriage 

atid {fpeeches among children and Tdeots, will be fober and ferious 
with Princes or grave men ; fo, though while tve do but plead the 
cafe with our felves, we are carelefs and unaffected yer when we 


- { turn our fpeech to God, ‘it‘may ftrike us With awfulnef%, ard the 


holinefs and Majelty'of him whoni We fpeak to, may caufe both the 
matter and words co-pierce eo Tfaac Went forth to pray, 
cditate (faith the laccer; : 

dim &- Meditandum. The men of God bothformer and iater,who 
oe * ; have 
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| have left their Meditations off. Record for our view, have thus in- | 
-|termixed Soliloquy and Prayer ; fometime {peaking co their ewn 
| hearts, and fometime turning theif {fpeech to God: And though 
| this may feem an indifferent thing, yet I conceive it very futable } - 
and neceffary, and that it is the higheft ftep that we can advance to 
lio the Work. ee . 
| objeé.But why then is tt not as good take up with Prayer alone, 

Md {0 fave all this tedious work that you prefcribe us ? 

‘| Anfwer. They are feveral duties, and therefore muft be per 
Sormed botly: Sesondly,. We have need of one as well as the other, 
and therefore fhall wrong our felvesin che negheing of either. 
Thirdly, The mixture, as in Mufick, doth more affe&, the one 
helps on, aad puts life into che ocher. Fourthly, Ic is noc the righe 
order co begin at the cop ; therefure Meditation and fpeaking to 
our elves, fhould go before Prayer, or {peaking to God ; want 
ef this makes Prayer with moft to have little more then the 
name of Praver,and men to (peak as lightly and as {tupidfy to the } | 
dreadful God, as ific were co one of their companions, and with 
far lefs reverence and affection, then they would {peak to an Angel 
if he (hould appear to them, yea, ortoa Judg or Prince if they | 
were {peaking for their lives sand confequencl their fuccefs and |. 
aafwers are eften like their prayers. Onfpeshg to che Godoy 
Heaven in prayer,is a weightier duty then molt are aware Bf os 

ee ie de Mgt 


. 4 SECT.V. - 4° Gey 7 
Te Ancients had'a Cuftom by Apoftrophe't and Prafep 
to fpeak, as ic were, Co oh Se and Saints departed, win 
it was ufed by them, I take to be lawful ; but what chef fp 
Rhetorical Figures,were interpreted by the {ueveeding Ages,to be} 
fpoken in ftriét propriety, and Doétrinal Conclufions for praying 
to Saints and Angels,were rwifed from their fpeeches : Therefore I 
‘| will omit that courfe, whichis fo tittle neceflary, and fo fabjeet to: 
{candahze the lefs-judicious Readers. _ a 
"And fo much for the fourth part of che DireGtion, by what fteps 
or A@s we mult advance to the height of this Work. I thould clear 
all this by fome examples, but that I intend fhall follow inthe. 


end, 
° CHAP. 
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|. Some Advantages and Helps for raifing and affet- 
| mg the Soul by this Meditation, i> os 


? 


~ 
- 


$. 5. - : | 7 i et | SECT..I. 


"s, Fetch help pes lithty. The fifth pare of this Direfory is, | 
from Senfe. |: wd 10 thew you what advantages you fhould 
} take,and what helps you fhould ufe to make 
your Meditations of Heaven more quicken- 
p ing,and to make you tafte the fweetnefs.chat 
; \ ts therein. For chat is the main work that 
oats wee We I drive at through afl; that you may nor 
FOO ftick ina bare thinking, but may have the 
lively tenfe ot allypon your hearts: And thisyou willfinde co be 
the moft difficnle part of the work ,. and chat its eafier barely to 
think of Heaven-a whole day, then to be lively and affectionate in 
thofeahonghrs one quarter of an hour: Therefore let us yer a litcle 
further confider what may be done, toMak® your thonphes of t'ea- 


ven fo.be picicing, affecting, ra:firig thoughts. © , 
Heretherctore you muft nnderftand, That the mcer pure work 
of Faith, hach many difadvantages with us, in compayifon of the 
work of Senfe. Faith is imperfe@ for we are renewed but in pare; 
‘bue Senfe hath its ftrength, according to the frength of the Heth: 
| Faith goes againft a world of refiftance, but Scnfedoth not. Faith 


| is 
a 
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is fapernatural, and cherefare prone to declining, and to fanguith 
| boshin the habic and exercife, farther then it is ftill renewed and 


cure tontinucth, The object of Faith is far off; we muft go as fir 
|'as Heaven for our Joyes: Butche objeét of Senfe is clofe at hand. 
‘Te isno calie matter £0 rejoyce at that which we never faw,nor ever 
‘Acnew che man cHat did fee it ; and this upon a meer promife which 
| is written in the Bible; and thac, when we have nothing elfe to 
rejoyce in, but all our fenfible comforts do fail us : But to rejoyce in 
that which we {ce and feel, in that which we have hold of, and pot 
‘{cfiion already ; this is not difficulc. Well then, what thould be dane 
in this cafe ? Why fure ic will be a point of our Spiritnal Prudeace, 
{ and a (ingular help to the furthering of the work of Faith, cocall 

in our * Senfe.to its affiltance: If wecan make.us friends of thefe 
ufual enemies, and make them inftramencs of railing us 20 Gad, 
whieh are the ulna) means of drawing us from God, I rhink we 
(hall perform avery exccllent.werk. Sure itis both poffible and 
lawful, yea, and neceffary too, to do fomething in this kinde ; for 
God would not have given us, either our Senfes them{¢ives, of 
cheis ufusl objects, if they might not have been ferviceable.co his 
owa.praife, and helps co raife us up to che. apprehenfion of higher 
shings; And; it ts very confiderable, How the Holy Ghofk doth 
coudewend in the phrafe of Sctipture, in bringing things down to 
| che reashof Senfe; how he fets forth che excellencies of Spiritual 

¢hings,-ia werds chac are borrowed from the objedts of Sent ; 
how hedefcribech the glory of the New Pernfalens, in expreffions 
that might. take eyes: with ficth ic felf.s Ac thar che Streets. aad 
Buildings are par¢ Gold, thar the Gates are Pearl, chat a Throne 


exc and drink with Chrift at his Table in his Kingdom ; that he 


asthe Stin in the Firmameneof our Father: Thef, with moft other 
defcriptions of our glory, are expteifed as if it were to the very 
fieth and fenfe; which though they are.all improper and figurative, 
yet doubsiels, if fach expreffions had not been belt, and co us 
neceflary, che Holy Ghoft would not have fo frequently uled 
them: He chat will fpeak to mans underftanding, muft {peak in 
mans language, and fpeak that which he is capable to conceive. 
And doubtlefs as the oe fo we muft hear; 

— our 


excited; but Senfe isnatural, and therefore continueth while na- | 


Rumana rens 


: men in Carne 


| doth ftandin che-midft of it, cc. Revel.at. and 22. That we fhall | gsi 
will drink with us che. fruie of che Vine new, rhat we (hall fhine | | 


if} 


757, 
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eur neceffity caufe him to condeéfcend. in his exprefftons, it- matt 
heeds cau't u to'be low in Gurconceivings. * Thofe conceivings 
and cxpreffions which we have of Spirits, and chings meerly Spit- 
cual, they are commonly but fecond Notions, without the felt; 
bie meer-names. that are put inco our mouths, without any true 
concuvings of the things whieh they fignifie-; or our conceivitgs | 
which we exprefs by thofe notions or terms, are meerly negative , 
whae things are nor, rather then what they are: As when we men- | 
tion ‘L Spirits | we mean they. are not corporeal fub{tances, bit 
whar'they are we’cannor tell; ‘no more then we know what is 
etrifterles Adateria Prima, \t isone reafon of Chrifteatfaming 
and continuing our nature with the Godhead, that we might know 
him the better, when he is fo much neerer tous; and might have 
more pofitive conceivings of him, and fo our mindes might have 
familiarity wich him, who before was quite beyond their reath, 
But what is my {copein-all chis 2 is it chac we might chihk Rea- 
ven to be made of Gold and Peart’? or chat we fhould * Pi@ure 
Chrift asthe. Papiftsdo, in fuch.afhape? or: that we (hould ehink 
Saints and Angels do indeed eat and drink? No ;- Not thas we 
fhould take the Spirits figurative eépreffions,.to: be means accord- 
fg to ftnict spropricty ; or-have flefhily conceivings of Spirtegal 
things, :fo .as to beleeve them to be fuch iadeed- But thas 3-To 


think that to conceive or fpeak of chemin ftri& propriety, is atter- 
Ty beyond our reach and:capacity; and therefore, we moR-con- 


ceive of them as weare able; and that.the Spirit would norhave 
reprefented them in thefe notions.cous, but chat wehave no better 


thefe phrafes. of the Spirit co quicken oar apprehenfions and af. 
feCtions, buc not to pervert them ; and ufe rhefe low notions.as 
a:Glals , in which we muft. fee che things:chemfelves ;. though 
the reprefentation be excteding imperfe@, -cill we-come to 
an immeditae and perfect fight; yet. ftill concluding, That thefe 


mum babeant. Ipfeque fuams deplorad cecitaten ; gui que fe prius perSp cue feireexiflimaret, ne per 


notions to apprehend them by:; and therefore chat we make ufe of : 


umbram quidem fii unquam vifa cffe compererit: Et quorum aliquam effe rates fucrat folidita- 
tom, ea nunt omnia non fecus ac imanes fommuorum imagines vancfccre. * Ex operibess quidem opificcm 
banc cawfam cff{cflovemque mundi Deum noffe datur: Ex imagine autem em fimutacro, (ut Socratis 
auditor Antiflines diccbat) ss non agnofcitur, mulls oculis conspicuns, nullins vei fimilis, ut ex ui 
Cffigie no/ci poffit. - Atque (ut a Zencphonte Socratico Scriptum l:gimus) quicuntlg conculfse, ip/c 
satrepidus & inconcuflus ; magnus nimirum poten{que effe cogno/citur 
ratny. Fernelios, dé abdisis rerum caufis, cap.9, 


> Quali autem fit facie igno 


: | phrafes 


ee ee 


ae 


a 


* ous Reader would (on the 


. -[us, thar ourthoughts areftrange, and we fook at them as things 


| no more,bar that they are paft our apprehecfion ; will prodice no 
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SS ee 
phrates though afeful, are but borrowed arid imprtoper.— The like 
may be Fre hole expreffions of God in’Scripture, wherein be 
‘réprefents: himfelf in the imperfections of Creapures, 39 angér, 
repenting, willing what thalfnot come to pals, cc. Though thefe | 
‘be improper, draws from the maner af then, yet there is fome- | 
i whac in God which wé.can fee no-bettet yee, then in this glaG,and | 
‘which we'can.no better conceive of, then in fach hotidns, or-elfe 
the Holy Ghoft would have given us better. ‘( I would the Judici- 

| y) well weigh aifo, how much this 
coriduceth to. reconcile us, and * the Arminians,.in thofe'ancient 


\ 


| * Of which 1| 
have [poken 
more fully in 


and tike-to-be continuing Controverfies.).° os. my Treatife 
See bests cle M2 | ef Redemption. 

ee. “ SECTA1L “oe oo". 7: .  S.8 

1. (XO too then : When thon fetreft thy felf to meditate.on Hidtadag 
the joyes above, think on them boldly as Scripture ‘hath penne 


expreffed them: Bring down thy conceivings to the reach of, 
fenfe:. Excellency without familiarity, dothmore amaze then de- 
light us: Both Love and Joy*are promored by familiar acquaint- 
ahce: When we go about to think of God and Glory in preper con- 
ceivings without thefe Spetacles,. we are loft, and. have noching: 
ro fix our thotights upon : “We fet'God and Heaven fo far trom 


\ 


™ Ibi jacet 
igrath., 101 vie 
ventibus campeg 
| Lec’ luxurians 
‘| alumna fe in- 
duitgramine er 
'yedolente pafct- 
| tur flere: bi 
‘altiewn memory a 
‘toluntur in 
verkicin, & | 
{:2bt arbor den (j- 
are comd v: fit; 


beyond our reach, and beyond onr line, and are ready to fay, That 
whichis above ts, isnothing tous. Toconceive no more of God 
and Glory, bur that we cannot conceive them ; and toapprehend: 


more love; buc this, Toacknowledg that thy are fo far aboye us, 
tharwe cannot love them: and no mote joy butth’s. That they. 
dre above our rejoycing. And therefore. pue Chrift no further’ 
from you, thes he hath put himfeif, feaft the Divine Nature be. 
again inaccefiible. Think of Chrilt asin ourowh nature glorified. | quicquid cu. 
think of our’fellow Saints ‘as men there perfected; chink of the pantibus rams 
* City and State, as the Spirit hath expreffed it, (oacly with he Eilers riage | 
Onnia illia aon friga is nce avdoit, nec uti im antunmo arva requiefcant, at ut itdum vere novo 
tells fucwida darthreat. “Unins cuntla fant temporiss rniks poma firuntuy efiates 3 quippe cuin nec 
menfrbus {nis tunc luna deferviat , nec fol ptr horarum momenta decurral, aut i avétem lux fugita 
cuncedat. Habet populosyiaestata, fedes tenet placidas, ube fons featuvtens medio find alvci provume 
pentis emer ait, ce rauco per intervile civcisil, fnnofis flexibus labitur, ub in ova bafecatiam fbi 
Aiminum dividatur, Cyprian. delaude Martyr, | 

Frrfel 2 Cantion | 


[oa 


ae } 


fichat ‘Apatt 
- f'and of the Lamb 3 or didh even. nou Rear hens peating 483 glo | 
things ini 


i in what 4 rapture wouldit thou have been > prance 
. Poufly, chou pattelt chis fuppolition: ta thy {elf the more will the 
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Thrones, thé Mayefty, -the Heavenly Hofts, pang Y sepa | 


which ie fav. ~ Draw as trong fuppaftrions as may de 
Pr Pion: ft is lawful cofoppole we 


did {ee for che prefenr, that which God hath in Prophecies :reyeat-. 


‘ed. ahd which we mutt really {ee -in mote eon ishtnefs 
before long. Suppofe therefore with thy fe}f chou had been 
és fellow-traveller into the Ceteftial Kingdom, and 
‘that chou hadft feen all che Saints in their White Robes,wich Palms 
in cheirhands: Suppofe thou haditheard thofe of ¢ 


rifying che Living God: If thou-bad& {een the 


eed, | 


7 


Meditauiog elevate thy heart. J would morhave thee, asthe Pa: | 
pifts, draw them in Pidures, hor uly mylterious, flpaeras Cervo. 
mobies C6 reprefene them. ‘This, as itis’a eoncie forbidden by 


_ | God, foit would but feduce and draw down thy heare: Butpet 
. ‘| the fivelieft Pt@ure of them in thy minde that polif>ly thou cant ; 
: | meditate of them, as if thou were. all.ehe-w Hc bcholding them, 
| || and as if thou were even heacing the Hallevejabs, while thau art | 


thinking of them ; ‘till thow cantt fay, Methinks! fee a glympfciuf: 
‘the Glory | methinks I hear the fhoots of joy and praife) me- | 
‘thinks Leven fland. by brabans and David; Peter and Paul; and 


| (| tahy tore ‘of shefe triumphing fouls! ‘methiziks Leven fee the 


Son of God appeaving in the clouds, and the world ftanding gt 


ba ihts bar to receive the doom ; methinks! even hear him fay, Cong 
- ft bleffed of my Farber! and even fee cthem.so reyoycipg into che |. 
“| Joy of theér Lord 1 My very dreams of theie things have deeply | 


| palfefed:me ; and thould not thefe jult fuppoficions affe&t mesauch 


more # What if I had feen with Pand, thofe unutterable things 2.) 


'-{ thould I nor have been exaleed. (and that perhaps above theafure y) 


] aswellaihe? What if Ihad ftood in the room of Stephen, ‘and 
Heaven opened, and Chrift (ting at-the righthand of God 2 
Surely, that one fight was worth the fuffering his ftorm of tenes, 


{ O thae I-mtighe but fee what he did fee, thouph I allo fuffered 


what be did fuffer ! What if I had feen 


foch a fight a9.Atichaial 
: faw 7 


Poe ae ee a ao 
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|Saw P The Lord fitting wpos bis throne, and all the hofts of Heaven 
francding on bes right 

did fee fuch things,and I (hall fhorely (ee far more then ever they 
fw sift c 
fee,: how t 
: sede in 2 condefcending language exprefled it ; 


familiar conceiving of the ftate of bleffednels, asthe 


and our 


— 


our -Affectionsin thisHeavenly work. 


. “SECT IIE 


+B here ferviceable cé us; and that is, By. comparing the 
cbjeéts of fenfe with the objcs of faith ; aud fo forcing fenfe ro 
afford'us thae Aedixas, from whence we may conclude the crahf- 
cendent worth of Glory, By arguing From-fenfitive delights as 
from the.leG& tothe greater. And bere for your further affaltance 
T. Phajl ‘ furnith. 
ments. See ue estes 


cops arid com 
make him for 


lcitatem, ad angelérum facietatem » a folemnitatem 
Intive vite , nt poffonus mirare in potentias demnt, 


-ejue? Bernard. de praemio par. Caalett. be 
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and on bis lefs? Why chefemén of God | 
vert feofed from. this fiefh,as I muit be. And chi you | 


| 2 raifing of foppofitions from obr bodily fenfer, will further 


store is yetanother way by. which we may make ont fenfes] 


you with fome of thefe comparative. Argn-,| 


And Gtk You molt firorigly. argue with your hearts, from the 


Sg ea ee ee ke eee See Oey 


jets of faith, | 


Quarrgo nes | 
angit vefania, }- 
vitioram [itire 
abfyntbiaw,bu- 
jusmund: fequi 
naufragium, 

vite prafeatis 
pats infor. 
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ie oy ne ——— 
oh be momar arid fpoule of Chit? "What pleafare dothe yo- 
> “'=""1 Inptdous finde iin’ their fenfual courfes>?. how clofely will they } 

. | follow their hunting and hawking and other recreations from 
‘morning tonight ? How delightfully wilt they fic at their Gards 

-and Dice’, ‘houts, and dayes, and nights rogether} O the del 
- | char'thuiftneeds then bé; in beholditig the face’of the Livitig God, 
| ‘and in flinging forth praifes to him and the Lamb! which tieft 

be our recreation when we'come to our Reft ! _ e. . 

P §. 4: SECT. Iii. nf 7 a 
Si bomines de \ 2. | Phen shoe ‘the delights aboye, with the lawfull delights 
gasdio terreno \ lof moderated fenfes. Think with thy felf,how fweet is food 
jubilant, mos | ey my tafte whe Iam hungry ?. efpecially,as Z/aac faid,chat which 
. ae ‘my foul loveth ? ‘thac which my terhperature and gi eases do in- 
ie ? quod | cline to? -Whiat delight hath the tafte in fome pleafant Frairs ? in 
‘werbis uereex- | fome well relifhed meates? and in- dtvets junkets? O what de- 
plicare non lighe then muft'my foul needs“have in feeding upon Chrift the 
a at ? Et) jiving bread? and in eating wich him’at his table in his Kingdom ? 
rays VVasa me& of pottage fo fweetto Eas in hishanger , tharhe 
ineffibilem | Would‘buy them at fo dear a rate as’ his birth-right 2 How highly 


Deum ? Et 
fi Deum fari zon 


then fhould I value this never: petifhing food? How pleafantis 
| drink inthe extremity of thirft ? The delight of it toa manina|: 
poies, o> tacit | feaver or other drought, c.n fcarcely ‘be expreffed : Ic will make 
non dcbes, guid a oa a eee Ae. 5 PT Ear 
veGat-nifine | the ftrength of Samsp/on.revive :O dren how. delightful wild jt be 
jubiles? ——-|_ to miy fout, to drink of that foubrain of living water, which who fo 
Augaft, in _f drinks (il thirft'no mofe > ‘So pleafant is wine and -fo reftething 
toe Sere "| to the fpirits,that its faid to make glad the heart of man - How plea: 
musque ¢ || ane chen will chat wine of the great marriage'be ?. even that wine 
quanta {ent © | Which our water was tumed into? that belt wine which will be kept 
ue fanthis de- | till chen?Howdelighttulare pleafant odossto our fmel?how delight. 
uxtnr indie | fulis perfect mufick'to the ear? How delightful aré beauréous fights) 
pee sigs to the eye? faci as curious pictares’, * fampruous,adorned,well.con. 
nobis promit-. | trived buildings’; ‘haidfome, neceflaty rooms, walks,’ profpeas, 
tuntur in celis,\ Gardens ftored with variety of beaureous and odoriferous flowers. 
pias oe or pleafant Medows which are’ natural pardens? © then think 
@ babentur |. _ Js ae si | : bas 
in soll Terrena namnque’ fubflanti2, etcine feticitati comparata  pondne tft, non{wbfidizae. Gregan | 
in homil. _ | ee. = - ce i 
| sf . & every 


light of the fenfe of Feeling, which the Philofopher faith is the |. 


dye in the midft of thefe his racural contem 
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‘every time shou feeft or remembretft thefe, what a fragrant fmell 


hath the pretious ointment which is poured on the head of onr | 
glorified Saviour, and which matt be poured on the heads of. all [ 


his Saints? which will fill all che room of heaven with its odor and 
perfume ? how. ie aaa isthe mufick of the heavenly hoft ?.how 
pleafing will be tho! 

building not made with hands ? and the honfe that God himfelf 
doth dwell in ? and the walkes and profpectsia the City of God ? 
and the beauties and delights.in the Celettial. Paradife ? Think fe- 
rioufly whacthefe mult needsbe. The like may be faid of the de- 


greatelt of all che reft, 


; : SECT. V. .- re ras 
Ze: Cea alfo the delights above, which the delights that are 
found in natdral knowledg: This is far beyond the:delights 
of fenfe ; and the delights of heaven are further beyond it. Think 
then, canan Archimedes be fo taken op with his:Mathematical to- 
vention, that the threats of deatés will not take him off, byt he wall 
. latiens > Shonld I not 
mbch more be taken up with the delights of Glory , and dye wath 
thiefe concemplations free upon my: foul? efpecially when my 
death will perfe&t my delights ; 
him? ! 
finde But the myftery. of Arts a , 
‘derfeanding in Logick, Phyficks,Metaphyfieks, Mufick, Alfronomy, 


Geometry? &c. If we make but any new difcovery in-one of thefe, 


or fee a little more then we faw before, what fingular pleature do 
we finde therein? VViy think chen whac high delights there ace 
in the knowledg-of God and Chrifthis Son ; If che face of humane 
learning be fo beaucifulb, that fenfual leafures are to it but bafe 
and bruitith; how beautiful chen is the face of God ? VVhen we 


light of fome choice and learned book, how are we caken with it? . 
and night + we can leave meat dhd - 


we could read and ftudy ir day right 
drink and fleep to read it > what delights then are there at Gods 


right hand ; where we fhall knew ina moment all thatis-tobe 


-” 


real beauties above? and how glorions the 


but thofe of Archimedes dye with | 
hat a pleafure isit to dive inco the fecrets of nature? £0 
and fciences ? * toheve-a clear un-' 


| . a 8 | SECT. 
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§. 5. 
Caleflia borum 
princepia Deo 
nota funt, ate 
que es qui Det 
jot amicus in> 
quit Plito ta: : 
Timed. 


-4 > i 


* Fevuit mage 
nun Melan " 
Ethonem dicere. 
| folitumsNow 
credeve fein 
uniuerfa Ger- ; 
| mania cept 
| ‘polfe sadist: 9M § 
, MMICAMDLEle. 
Sre01 Papsngi : 
in Arptotews | 
O geno yckie 
wiciligat. 
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. es to | ae 
"| 4. gO mpare alfa the delighteabove,wieh the defights ra. | 
ssHieyyahdvef thewmcucal affeRions : VVhac delight Wad dary 


chiothappme(s of man conktedin it.. VVhy, think thi 
| celleory shere will.bein chat rate perfastion which we 
| fed co in heaven? and in chat eacreated perfeion of Ga 
| we thall beheld ¢ whac‘fweetne(s is-cherein the exencife o 


Ww Pr = 
Ube fi 
which 


gs 


FOF » Gn Matemepnial fricodthip; and behink it Lec med $0 | 
| Dawid hindel, & heconclodes bis Latcatation for him; J ane > | 
| frneffedfen wher, my biother Jonschan, very pleafadit halt ibese pre | 
_ | tengo spe, thy town tome war mencer ful, pens the lovee’. women, | 
| did ¢ 


Oe ee ee” a ae ne 


Lghe great Creator doth thine in. the face ef chis fabrick OF the 
wrod c 


: fen : VVhat-rare workmanthip is-in the body 
C 


eee 8 Oe et cee dt nye oe —_ 
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Sper. vIn 


Whee a deal of wifdomjand p 
through them toa wife Obferver? .What a deal of the Majefty of 


world ? furely his Works are gceat ahd admirable, fought our -of. 
them.-that have pleafure chereia: This. makes the ftudy of matural 
Plulofophy fo pleafanr, becaufe.che Works of Ged are fo exte- 
of aman? yea, tn. 
rm ody of ree 2. which makes ra or — fo 
pels > wher exccHegcy in every Plant we fee? m the beaaty 
of Flowers? io the nature, diverfity, and. ufe of. -Herbs:?. in 
Fruits, in Roots, ia Minerals, aad whac noc? Bar efpécialfy if we 
lonk to the greater works : if we confider the whole body of this 
eacth, and. its. creatures, and inhabicaocs; the Oceam of wavers; 
with its motions and dimenfions, the variation of the Sesfons, and 
of che face of the earth ; the enceccourie of Spring and Fall, of 


are but fervantsto finful man, are yet fo full of myfterions worth ; 


walkeft forth in. the. Evening, look upon che Stars, ‘how. they, 
gliffen, and in what numbers they befpangle cheFiemamene + If m: 
the day time,look up to the ere Sun; vi¢w the wide expanded : 
encompaffing heavens, and fay co thy felf, what gtory is in the; 
leaft of yonder Stars ? what a valt, what # bright refplendent.bedy 
harh yonder Mepn,and every Plaget ? O what an unconeciveable: 
glory hath the San ? Why,,all this is nothing to the glory of Hea. 
ven ; yonder Sua malt there be laid afide as afelefs; forit would 
notbe.feen for the brightnefs of God:I fhall live above ali yonder’ 
Borys yonder is but darkaefs to the Jultre of my Fathers Houfe, I 
all be.as glorious as that Sun my felf; yonder is but as che wall 
of che Pallace-yard; as che Poet faith, | ea 
If in Heavens outward Court {uch beanty be, - 
What is the glory Which the Saints do fee? : 
So think of the reft of the Creatures; This whole earth is bute my 
is aR. | ie ee ae Gggeg- Fathers 


a . 


| Summer and Winter ; what. wonderfal excefleacy do.thefe con- | - 
tain? Why, chink thenin thy Meditations, ifthefe things which} ~ 


what then is that place where God himfelf doch dwell ? and is pre- | 
pared forthe juft who are perfe@ed with Chrjft? VVhen thou | 


In Chvitate | 
Det Rex vert- 


Pal. 92.45. 


Pfal. g2102. 
Pial.345.6,7, : 
8,9,80,21512, 
and 10.7.32. 


Phal. 336.4, 
6 


Job 56.24. 
25,26 


tas, Lex Chae 
ritas, dignitas 
“GUIS, Pax 
felicitas,wita 
ateynitts. 
Aug.de Civir, 
Dei. 
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_ | needs be woaderfui and ravifhing sialon. - . - 
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‘ 
« . = Hee a 7 » 
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_,, pwhich God dork excrcife ta the Church, sendin the Wortd. hac | 


__.| through, and Zbatcab. and his people fwaltowed op? what if we 


" |open, and fwallew up che wicked, or had feen their Arenesflain 
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| Fathers foothtool; this Thusdec +s nothing to his dreadful yoice ; 

thefe winds are nothing co the breath of his much: So much wil-| 
| dom.andgower as appeareth in allehete ; Fo mack; and far much | 
| more grestnole and goodadh, end-toving- delights fhall enjoy | 
_| inal aGtual-freicion of Ged.” Sprcly, 2f- ute Rain whieh raing,and | 
‘the Sun which fhines on che julband unjult, be fe wondertal 5. he | 
| Son then which. mat thine of adne: but Saincs and- Angele, mutt | 


: 
| 
} 


| 


Pe A FSBO WHER o> 
| = Oumpare the things which chow-thak Chfoy bare: ‘with the 
Ce nicesy of. thofe admirable works of Provident’, ) 


oa eo 
a . ’ . 
. > 
: z v ; 
g 
a q@ we 


w 


nevithinge tach the Losd wreughe ?- and’ yet we digil é more | 
glorious chen the‘c. . Would itaex be amaltonithing (tghe, to fee | 
| the Sea ftand as.a.Walb:on che right hand, and on the left,-and-the 
dry Land appear in'the midft, and che cof [rach pak fafely 


fooutd fee bar.fach a fight now ? If we rad: {een che ten Plggues | 
‘|-0f Egypt, orhad{eenshe Rock co guth forth ftreams, orhad-Gen | 
Manna or Quails:rained down from Heaven, or bed.feen the Earth | 


with Hailftones, with.an Angel, or by aneanother> .Would.nor 
all thefe havebeen wondrous, glorious fisins ? But-we thall fee far | 
Sueater things then-thefe. And as our fights {hall be more wonder- | 


| ful, foalfo they hail be more fweet : There thall be noblood nor. 


| Wrath intermingled ; we fhall not then cry out as David, Who 

Can frand before this Holy Lord God? Wouldat net have been an 
aftonifhing fight, to have feen che Sun ttand {till ia the Fipemament? | 
| oeco have feen exthaz Dyal go ten degrees backward ? Why, we! 

thall fee when there tha be no Sun fo thine at all ; we (hall-be- 
hold for ever'a Sun of more incomparable brightnefs. Were it’ 
nota brave life, if we might {till live among wonders and mira- | 
cles ? and alt for us, and not againft us 2 if we could have drought 
OrraiN at our prayers,as Elias? or if we could call down fire, 
from Heaven to deftroy our- enemies ? or raife the dead to life, as. 
Elifoa? or cure the difeafed, and {peak ftrange languages, as the | 
= | | Apolties? ' 
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Apofties? Alas, thefe are nothing to the wonders which we (hal! 
fee and poffefs with GodJ and all thofe-wonders of Goodnefs 
and Love! We hall poffels: that Pearland Power ie £1, through 
whofe vertue all thefe works were done ; we thall our felves-be te 
fhbjefts of more wonderful mercies then any of thefe. Ponce was 
ptifed but froma three days burial, from. che belly of che Whale | 
iti. the deep Ocean ; but we thall'be raifed from many yeers rotten- 
nef aed daft ; and that duft exalted to a Sun-like glory ; and that 
glocy perpetuated to allererniey, VVhat fayeft chon, Chriftian, 
Is not this the greateft of miracles or wonders ? Surely, if we ob- } 
ferve but common providences, the Motions of the Sun, che Tides 
of the Sea, the. ftanding of the Barth, the warming it, the water- } 
ing it with Raia.asa Garden, the keeping in ordera wicked comes 
fiifed world, with multitudes the hke; they are all very admira . 
ble: Burthento think of the Sion of God, of the: Vifionof che } 
Divine Majefty, of the comely Order of the Heavenly Hoft ; what } 
an admirable Gpbt.moft that aceds be? O what tare and mighty ¢ . 
works have we feen in Rritaix,in feur or five yess ? whiat changes? 
what fabduing of eacmicy ? . what clear difdoveties of an Al-. 
mighiy-Arm 3 what siagnifying of weakects? whas cafting dows 
of itrengthe what wonders wrought by moft improbable means 2}. 
whas bridgingco Hell, and bringing back? what turning of 
beats and tcagsdnta. Gfery aad jay® fick hearing of earneftpray-- 
ars, as if:Ged cogid have denyedus nothing that.we asked‘? “Al | 

| thefe were wandesful heart-raifing works. Bue O, ‘what are chefe 
‘jcoqur full deliverance 2 ca -our final conquel?- co our eternal |. 

triumph? and cto chat gecat day of greatthingsA 


i of ke? 


Pe a ae ee DEON a ah. Gag 
1-€ ” Onapare alfo the Mercies which shnu thale have above, | rupivale 
-» SK Uwith ehofe particular? rovidesces whoh thowhalt enjoys © y355 eterne 


ed thy (elf, and chafe obfexvable Merces which thon bak rerorded:: comparata , 
chroughchy. life. Mi xhtou be a Chsiftian indeed, Pknemathourtall, mrs of ae 
‘ al ‘ nctaan : og CCNAT palin 
if sariashy Ho@k yet cereasnty on chy Heart, a gicat many preci. Vn iis 

| Ipfe’ etraquesichanus ack Sus-corruptionts, grid elPaknd qaam protixitas prortis? Oe autem line 
gua.dcrrd, wel quis rattles caperetfufpcat ts papiina civicalis quanks fiat eaudia 2 aryclrum 
chats sutcrefe, cian b-azelfynss fpéritibys porte, condos affiftere ;prefeatem. Det vultum cevaree, | 
imcivexitifer pram -leimen ‘dubderty, will, .imeitis aloe aff 4 Bacon epson Beste Bubcye lata 


Gris. infiom, ° 
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Gustavors upon record. The’ very remembrance ‘and rehearfhoP} 
themis {weer : How much more fiveee wens che atthalenjop ment? 
_ | But all chefe are nothing to the Mercies which are above. Look’| 
| over the excellent Mercies of thy Youth and Education 5" thet 
mercies of thy riper yeers or ages’ the mercies of ‘thy profperrty 
and of thy adverfity: the merciés of thy feveral places and 
tions; are they not excellent, and innumerable? Cant nor thon 
ink on the feveral places thou haft lived in, and remember thar 
cy have-each had their. feveral mercies? the ntercies GF Tagh a |- 
place, and fuch a place; and all of them very rich and 
Mercies? O how fweet was it to thee, when refolved-tiry! 
jdoubrs? when he overcame and filenced thy fears andivabeties x 
when he prevented the inconveniences of thy life, which thy owt) 
1 gounfel would have caft thee into? when he. eafed thy ‘pains 2'7 
when he heated thy ficknefs, and raifed thee:up as from the very {- 
grave and death? when chou ptayedft, and-wepft, as Hezekiah 
and faidit, Uy daysare cat off, I ball go to the gates of the grilte, 
I am deprived of the vefidue of sey yeers': I faid l foal wor .fee the} 
Lord, even the Lordiin the Land of the Living, I: foal bybeld saan 
wo more. with the Inbabitasts of the World. - | age 3 Meparced: 
| and removed. from me as a Shepherds Tent: I bave cat off -tike a 
Weaver my life ;' he Will cut vee off with pining fickiie[s ;' from shay 
to day wilt thou make an endof me, orc. Tet dist be in love to 
Sout deliver is from the pit of corripsien, and caft thy fins bthinde tiec| 
back; ‘and fer thee ameng the loving, "te praife kane ds thowdloft ties | 
day.: That the fathers to the children wsight vnake knowwhss Traih : | 
The Lond ‘was ready te fave shee, that. thon mizhtefi fing the fangs df| 
praife to him in bishonfe all the days of thy life, Mai. 38. 16. to the; 
20. I fay, werenot alt thefe molt precions mercies? Alas, tht fe 
are’bat {mall things for thee iniche vyes o£ God; fe intendatht: . 
thee fat greater chings then thefe ; evenfurh asthefe are Guece 4 | 
talte of.It wasa chose mercy that Gotl hath fo notably anfivered 
thy prayers ;- and thacthowhaft been fo oft and fo evidently & pre- 
vailer withhim: Buor.O chink chen, Age all thefe fo fwoet and 
precious that my .life- would have been a perpetual mifeiy withour. 
them > Hath tis providence tifted me. fohigh.on Earth, and his 
merciful kmdnefs made me great ? How fweee thea will rhe G 
of his prefence be? And how high will his. eternalleve exalt me ? 
" | And how great fhail I be made in Communion with his greatnels? 
Pas | a See If 


er A. 
( yr: i 
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my pilgrimage, and warfare have fach mercies, what (hall I finde |, 


much to me. while] remaina fioper; what will he beftow wl It 
| % Saint? IfTbave had fo much in this range ol | 


a0. 1} 
mcdiate prefence, where I thall ever {tand abourhis Throne? | 


Se : _ = 
. aa eo 3 ee J : S ECT. > , ry : 


g oo . comforts which thou thale hascabeve, veich |. 
‘QQ thofe. which thou -haft here received in che Ordinances}. 
Hadth'notthe written W ord been to thee asar open fountain,flow+ ¢ 


ere chow halt mee"with refrething -: whon thy faith hath fagger- 


ing with comfexts day and night ? -when chow haft been in crouble, 
i, ir hath therebeen confirmed: whee faitable Scripoures hath | 


the Spirit fer before thee ? VVhat_{eafonable fpromifes ‘have | - 


cdme into: thy minde 2 fo that thon maift fay with David, If 


thy: Word had not beeri my delight, Thad perifhed'inmy trouble? + 

ink-then Ifthe VVord be fo fullof confolations, what overflow- |. . 
ine: fprings {ball we finde in God 7 if his letsers are fo comfortable, }. 
vibra asethe wordsthat flow fromhis bleffed lips ? and the beams+} 
thacftreain from-his Glorious Face ?-1f Luther would pot cake } 


ali-the world for one leaf of the Bible; what would he take for.the’) 
Joyes which it revealeth 2 Tf the promife be fo fweet, what is the 
er nce ¢ Ifthe Teftainenr of our Lord, and our charter for 


the Kingdom be fo'comfortable, what will be our pofeffionof the; 
Ki iefel€'?- Think further ; what delights-have I found’alfo; = 
in thts Word preached ? when I have fit under a,heavenly hearts. 

/ Teacher, howhath my heart been warmed within me>|. 
howhath he melted :me, and turned nity bowels ? me thinks J have}. 
fele: my fetf almoft in Heaven : me chinks I could have bees: consent yf: 
flew he heard Lert on ite epee oe 
livéd and dyed there : How. oft have I gone co the cr sation | - 

: “ff aad del c?}- 


arch 


. 
rs 


troubied in fpinit,and returned home with qnietnels 


How oft ave ‘I gone doubting, concluding dsmnation:againt my — 
ofvfoill;and God hath fent mchome with my doubts refolved,aad:| 
fatisfied mejand-perfwaded me.of hrs love. ia Chrift * How.ofthave| 


I gone with darknefs and doubrings in my Judgment,and God hath 


‘opened to me fuch pretious.trushs,and opened aifo my underftend. | » -.. 
: Phis fighs hath beta. exceeding comfortable to | - 


ing to fee them, that 


inmy home, and in my —— ? 1f Ged will communicage fo |. 
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my foul? what Cordials ave I met with in my faddelt aftsGhions ? 
| whag, preparatives to fortifie me. fox che next encaunec ? Well 
thea, if Adofes face do thine fogiorionfly, what Glory is incee 
Face of God? Ifthe very feet ofche* Meffengerm of thele tidings 
of. Peace ke besutiful, how beancitel is che face of che Prince at 
Peace? Ifthe word iarbe month af afellow fervant he fa. ples- 
fant, what is the living Word himfelf? If chis Treafure be fo pre- 
tious In earthen Velfels, what ischat Treafere laidupin Heaygn/ 
‘Foink, with, thy folly TET hag beard bug fucka. Day 
as J/alab, of fuch a perfwading moving Firoph 


a warker.o 7) r oe 


* Cuveus cum- 
Dicwm rvicorda- 
rctit quo prie 
mo Melan&ho- 
nem legcntem 
audi{jit, ud ; 
recizave [olebat, 
quod in fils 
nitiasionibys 
‘canuut pontie 
‘ficrbs Qyem 
vidi, qucm a- 
‘M11, YRC 
dilexs. 

** Patriam now 
Bram P aradi- 

| fum computa- 
mus: Parentes 
Patriarchas 


f Miracles an Ebjah or Tilia, how de 
woul ida baveloeer HE bad heag buy Peter, Go Sate ORS 4 

I fhould rejoyce in it.as long as T lived ; bac what id RNS We 
Thad heard one Sermon from phe mouth of Chit ical £.kee 
(hould have felt the comfort of ix in my very fod) ; way ats alas, 
‘all this isnoshing ta what wa fhall,have ? abovg : GQ | 
dhe: eves, thac, fae what. thera isfgen, and, the cars that epap.gaan. 
things that chere are heard | There Chall I hear B7éas, dainty cur 
Patriaichas | miely Dever, Tobe, (nat preaching to an obflinatgprepie ARAG: 
pimer: Quid \fonment, 10 perfecution, and reproach, but.) suimpheigin tf 
mons proper amus praifes, of him that hathadvanced them, da/tiy.w ) FO. pu 
a carimet | SAE HSS withes ; firft, That he: might have feen, Chaltiocbelelhs, 
pam cia, | Sethe, That he nigh have hvged Peal Preach chirdly et hase: 


ut parentes [a> might have {ecn Rome in its glor 2 Alag, shefe arg fenall 
lutare poffimus? | CO that which Ayjtin now b ny 2 there we ice. not AS 
Magus tic | Foren of afervant, but Chrill ia big Kingdom, in Maiely, ang Sae- 
nos charorum |'ry 5 not: Pawé Preach in weaknely and concemps, bug Paws yuieh 
eit, pover- | TRUHPREMOTE sciOYcing and triumphing ; por pelccu io; 
Him, jratrum, | *4a01NG glory hut Zera/alem Which is abque, in peri ang Jalting 
filiorum, fre’ : BQ Laas tae i Be der ie Ss See or ae ar ee : 

quens mos & ‘1 .So.al{o think, what ajoy ic ia tehave aces and scceppanige. in 
pte svn | HaeTe Chat when any Shing ailerh me, Lmay goto Gad and.open 

: | : | Ce Orne tween 

de (ua immortalitate fremra, emailbue de'riapra fabuce (otivira, Ad Derists comfsPura’ dec dseplesiam 
weniva quanta cP ithea thebie: inqorptemmades iti efl* nQgale i tig calafline rcgporgem yolegen , 
fine timove mnoviends. @ Yum etevmitate vincnds,t Qusm, fina OF perparaa faiatoss Blic Apo. 
Rolorum groriefus (horus; ile Praphetarym exultantiem nivacu6 3, Wig Mavriyrun imaumeye 
bitis popilus, ub; clrtamicix & paffianss vittoriam Coronates 5° Trimmpbentes ilfte’ Vergrues, que 
Sacaienuan carmiy' ch corperes, cominestia rabore fubserrant 2° Remuatvate. miferitordes gui \. 


r 
5 


on 
wills 
> ‘ 


~~ 
a 
oe 
. 


alimentis C lacgitiombas paupr/um, juBitie pos ficcrunt,.<xs. Cyprian. dc Tmamornsait 
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my cafe,and unbofom my foul co fhimasto my moft feirkfal friend? 

efpecially knowing his faffictency and willingne’ to relieve mtd? O- 
but ic will be a more furpsAling adfpeakabke Joy when Ithal recetie 
eh bichings titkour asking them ; 20d when. ait ney necelficies wd | 
miferies are removed, and when God hin felf wil! be the portion 
andinhericamce ofmyfonk’ 0 Uh ee 

Whar confolation allo have we ofc received iti-theSupyer ofthe |) — 

Lord? what a priviledge is icto be admitedd teofie at his Table? to4 | 
have his Covenant fezled to me by the outward Ordinanee, and] 
his fpccial Love feated by his baht on Why, bur) 
the Sife and coméert of chefe,isvhele declasing ‘aud sMlrene me ue:) 3: 
the comforts hereafter; tkeinate ts, bac darkly ‘toTigdiie and feal |) 
thofe higher moncies : witew 1 (ivail indecd- death with hitn the frei: 
ef the vine senewed, sill chen be 2 pleafant fealt indeed; -O; | 
the-difference bec woenthe felt. Supper of Chrift on eerth ;} andabe f . ; 


marriage Suppor of dhe Landy at the great day f Hervhe fst wa] >> 5 
ppperreomie, zaconpanitd with eerlve pooricleted tod feed-f} 
-ing on no curious dataties , bat.a Puithal Lat with:fowré Merby, | 
pad 2 Piadarat has table ready ro betray hin: Bee thes hisroom4: 
wilkbothe Glorious Heavens; dicapendants all tie hofef Ad). - 
gels aad Saints; no fudes nor unfurnthed guelt-cortes thete s:'bit | -. - - 
che humbbte believe ssmmift fre down by hin, and che Peat will be | 
ehety muthal: Loving ‘and Réjogcing. Yer furcher cthtnk witheny |” 
‘felfebus ; Fhe communion of che Saints on earth, @armoftde- | 
[deGtable mercy : What a pteafire ts.ic 7 SNagialaeeede tpi ay a 
and heavenly Chriltians | Even. Disosd faith , they were all Nis de- | pal. 16. 
light ? © then whac a defiptirful fociety! fralkT- Neve above? The | 
‘Communion of Saas iethere fomevehat worth; where 'rhtirander- | 
_ | ftandingsare fully cleared, and cheir affedtions fo highly advanced, | 
4 If] had teen jobin his fores.upon che Dungtii}, it worrld:have | 
| been an-exceHent (ight to fee fach.a mircor of patience:wiat willit ] +. 
be then to:{ce him in glory, praifing thar power witch did uphold] 
and deliver hia ? Hf ihad heard but Panf atid Syisesfingipesnehe 
ftocks, would have been. adelicheful hearing ,whacw ny 
to hear them fing praifes m heaven? If J had heard Da@dting 
pfaifes on his Lute and Harp, it would have beenia plea‘ing Melo 
dy; and chat which drove the evil’ fpitie from Sas/, would -fure 
have driven away the dulnefs.and fadneds of my fpirit,and have been 
tome as the Mufick wasto E/ijba, that the Spirit of Chriftin joy | 
: would 


Sate cated’ 


— 


would have come upon me; why, I (hall thortly. erha ye 


Singer in the heavenly. Chore advancing che King of Saints ; 
wil} not chat bea far moromttodions om arng 2 2 if had: iad {pokes 
Pat wits heme sey edown from the thitd Heavens,. 99d} 

ight have revealed t¢ me the chingsawhich be. had feen,Qwh2 
woul I give fox anh or conlercnce ? how far ee ot, oto 


him deferihe the,things. which | he had (cen. in anether world /' 
God would permit and esable him. — ind oo joyful di 


| *krit ibi Deus 


the fews would have more thronged rohearhim, chem thoy peri 
fee him,O but this would mph rasan aay 
ia | co. the * fruition of all that which Lazerne 
“4 \ . Once again, chink with thy felf, whaca (oal. ‘ig ipleyess 
is the praifing af God 2 efpacially in confort wich hi 

-| Saines? What if I-had been in che place. of chofe Shepherdess gad 

er the on the Ach and ‘heard the mulcicude.of the beavenby: Molt, 
and faying, Glory 2oGed in the bigheft, and ox earth 

sn prin or hs 2 Lute 2.13,14: what.a_glorigusfight 
and hearing would chishaye been» but I fhall fee and beac more 
glorious things chen this. If I had ftood by Chrift when he was 
thanking fis Facher, 7ob,17. I (hould have chought minc ears cya 
bleffed with his voyce, how much more when I (hall hear him 
pronounce mec bleffed ? If there were fuch great joy-at i bri 

ing back of the Ark, 2 Sam.6.15. and fuch great jog the rele 
_ | fying the material Temple, Nebe.12: 43. What joy rae bein 
the New ferufalem> why, If I could but fee che Church here in 
Unityaad Pro i see and the undoubted Order and Discipline of 

d, and his Ordinances purely and powerfully ad- 

‘mini oer an ‘unfpeakable j joy tomy foul ic would be? "Tf J 


op A. 


lam quicquam.querit; quia totum in ile ixvenitur guicquid defideratur. Semper libet em adipicer, 
ita femper in ike dsledlari, & illo perfrui : In illo clarificatur intellcihus, Gr purifier 
affcGlus, ad coguofcendam ed diligendam vuritatcm. Bt booch toram bonum bominis, nolfe Seilieet & 
amare CreatoveNs fuwm, Bernard. de premio celeitle 


cou! 


———— 
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ation, and-‘for the Government of Chrift; O what -a blefled 


'| KnowWlede an . 
fhiliow: Profelfors into folid Betievetay and ‘Brethres living in 


ttle people and Davidhimeelf, to fee them fo willingly offer to the 
Service of the Lord ? Aud-what.an excelent Pialie of Praife doch 


jovfit Choue will there be then‘at the appearing of the King ofthe 
Church ? IF when the foundations of the earth wete faftned, and 
the corner ftone thereof was laid ehe morning ftars‘did fing coge- 
dir antiaithe fons of Ged.did {hour for joy, fob $8 6,7. ‘why 
a ‘world is beth founded and finifhed, and 
he w ener {tone appeareth tobe the top ftone-alfo, and the Hely 


théwe-wall then be-heard ? © | 
gen ee SECT. KE , | 
9 Y Bit the joy which thon thale havéin heaven, .wich 
_ Quthar which the Saines of God have found in the way to it, 
and ‘inthe forecaftes of ic; when thou feeft a heavenly man re- 
joyee, ‘chink what ic’ is-that fo affedts him > itis the preperty of. 
. | foolsto rejoyce if toyes, and ro langh at nothing ; bur che people 
of God are-wiltr’ then fo, they knoiv what'ic 1s thac makes chem } 
glad: When did God ever reveal the leaft of himfelf co any of his 
| Saints, bue the joy oF their hearts were anfwerable to the Revela- 
tion 2 “Pani wasto fifted up with what he faw, that he was in dane 
ger of Being'exalted-above meature, and mult have a prick in the | 
fh co’keep him down ;, when Peter had feen but Chnift in his 
Transtiguracion, which wasbuc a finall glimpfe of hisglory, and 
had feen Afofesand A/ias, cateing wittthim, what a raprure and 
extafie is he caft into ? A¢afer (faith he) it 2 good for us to 


could fee the Congregations provided with able Teaches, and che |. 
People receiving and obeying the Gofpet, and longing for ReFor-| 


place were England ? If I-could fte or Fgfioratice turned intd | 
Error turned into foundnefs of Uriderftanding,and| - 


Autsicy?, arid im ‘the life of che Spirie, O what a fortanate ‘land were | 
(hi? Alas alas, whats‘all chis*to che Refermation ityHeaven? and | - 
to the bictfed condicion whith we miftfive in there? ‘There's an-| 
other ‘kinde of change and glory then ‘thie? Whac great joy had: 


Divittrerenbon tantpofe?3 €1r0.39.9,1o,ee.When Solemon was!” 
dtothced ‘King in Perwfatews, che people rejoyced witht fo-great) 
joyythat the eartty reric at the found of them, f Ksags'1.40- what x): * 


City-rs' adorned as the Bride-of the Lamb, O Sits, what a joy fin | | : 
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bag heres let. us here build shree Tabernacles, one for 7 hee,.and ene for 
-_ | Motes, 4d ene for Elias ;-ssif he Chould fay, Olet us noc go dawn 
| again'to yonder perfecuting rabble; let ns. not go. down again £0 | 
yoader droily. dirty world; let-us nog.return to our:mean-and fuffe- 
fing fhate, is ic-not beter. thas we flay bere now we are here 7. ts | 
not bese usseen cheng and fweeter pleafuses? bat the Text 
faith, He weg yor. what, he faid, Matth,17-4, When Adofas pad | 
beentalking with God inthe: Maqunt, 1¢ made his Vifage fhia- 
ing and glorious, shat the. people contd nat eadure go. behold ir, 
bue he was fain t@ pugavailoponis: Ne.wonder then if. the face | 
of God mult be vailed, sills we arecome to that ftate where we 
thall be more capable of beholding him, whea, che, vat (hallbe | 
taken away, and weallbeholding bim with apen face, fail be | 
| tusned into the fame Image from glory to glary. Alas, what isthe | 
| backparts which CA4o/es faw from the clefts of the Rogk, te chat 
| open fage which we (hall behold shereafter ? what isthe Reyela- 
- | tien co Fob. in Patenes,.co this Revelation. which we fhall pave in 
heaven? How fhore doth Pew/s Vion come of che Saints Vifion | 
above with God? How fall a-partiof the glory which we mutt 
fed, was that which fo cranfported Peter,in the Mouas? 1 copfess 
thefe were all extraordinary foretaltes, bot little to the full Beati- 
fical Vifion : when Davidforefaw the RefurreGion of Chrift and 
of himfelf, and the pleafures which he fhould Rave fer eves at 
1 Gods right hand,how doth ic make bim break forth and fay 7 here- 
fore my heart Was glad; and my glory rejoyceth, ny fiefbalfo foal ref 
in bope, Pfal.16.9, Why think then s If che forefight can. raife fach | 
ravithing joy, what will che aCtual poffeffion de? How oft have. 
we read and heard of the dying Saints, who when they had {carce 
| Atrengcth and life enough to exprefs them, have been as-fall ofjoy 
as their heartscould hold ? And when their bodies have been un- 
der the extremities of their ficknefs, yea ready to feel che pangs of 
death have yet had fo much of heaven in their fp:rits,thac their joy 
| hath far furpaffed cheir forrows ; and if a {park of this fire be fo 
glorious, and that in the midft of the fca of adveslity ;. what then 
ts that Sun of Glory it {lf ? Othe joy that the Martyrs of Chrift, 
have felc in the midft of the fcorching Hames? furge they had life 
and fenfe as we, and were fiefh and bloud as well as we :.therefort | 
it muft needs be fome excellent thing chat mutt fo rejoyce theit' 
fouls, while their bodies were burning : VVhco Bidney can burn his 
’ finger 


24 


‘Band : when Bainbam can call the Papifts to fee a Miracle, and: 
‘tel thetn,cHat he feels no more pain then in a bed of Down,and that 


-fhaii not I more detighefedly imbrace my bleffednefs,and cry, Wel- 


‘Pehen-kifg the Son him lf? Shall the poor Martyr rejoyce that fhe | 
ight have her foot in the fame hole of the'’Stocks that Mr. Phél-| — 
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finger in the Candle,and Cranmer can burn off his unworthy ri ght, 


the fire wad to hiias a bed of Rofts:when Farercan fay, WF tir, 
believenot my Dottrine. Think then,Reader, with thy felf in thy 
Meditations, fare it muft be fome wonderful foretafted glory that 


2 


' ean do all chis, that-can make the flames oPfire eafie, and that can 


make the King of Fears fo welcome ; O what then muft this glory 


t felfnceds be 2 when the very thoughts of ic can bring Paé? inco | 


firch a freight, that he defired to deparcagd to be with Chrift, as 
‘eft of all ; when itcan make men never chink chemfeives well till 
they aredead ; O what a bieffed Reft is this ?. Shall Sanders to de- 
‘tighcfally embrace the Stake, and cry ont, Welcome Crofs ; and 


come Crown ? Shall bletfed Bradford kifs the Faggot,and fhallnot 


that they’ might Hot: chinge’ their refolution, Icft he fhould 
Of fhis-expectarion ! What thanks then fhalt I give my Lord, 
removing mé from this loathfome prifon to his Glory / and 


‘Tertul. ad 


Eufeb. Hip.Et» 


con 


‘ Forh ‘fhould ‘Et be to be depri thereof | When Lather 
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Sani Mar- 
tyres presen. 
tem vitam non 
de fenifent i. 
ficertiovem am 
RUNAY UM UIA 
tam fubfequs 
Scivent, Greg. 
Dial.|. 4. 
Nibil crus 
Sentit 8 mere 
V0s GUM Aitio 
mus eft in calo, 


Martyr. 


clef.L.14.6.17, 
Idem. &1. 


Cum Chriflo 
Jempcr vive- 
mus fact: per 
ipjum filit Des: 
cum ipfe cxl- 
tabimus fempir 
| ipfius crnore 
cpargtt, Erie, 


rinus Chriftiani 


own Chrifta 


“final gloriofi, ’ 


de Deo patre 
1 beati, de perpe- 
| tua veluptate 
letantes,femper 
1 14 conf pc lbs 


poterit nifi & 
latus effe fem- 
per, & gratns, 
qui Cum morti 
furfet obnox- 

_ | ws faGus eR de 
immmortaltate 
fecurus. Cy- 
prian, ad Des 

} ‘metr bad. 


ae 10. Coon n ealfo the Glory ofthe Heayenly Kingdom, wich 


mutt proclaime him by. miracles: Anew 5tarmu& appear iathe 
. | firmament,.agd ferch men ftom remote parts of the world ro wor 


| clare.his Nativity, and folemnize ix, with praifing and. glonfyiog 
G 


| is-a wonder.- Wafer turned into wing, thanfands fed, wiphfive 
| loaves and awa fess mukindestollowing bis to fee his miracles; 


‘| he is dying, the casth. muft cremble, the vail of che Temple rent, 
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_.. uthe glory of che imperfeet Church on earthed wich rhe 
Glory of Chrit in his Rate of Humiliation: And you may eafily 
conclude, If Chrift under his fathers wrath, and Chnit Randing 
in the room of finners ; were. fo wonderful in exccHencies, whac 
then: is Chrift ac chg Fathess. sight hand 2: And-if, the Chureh an- 
der her fins and enemies, - have fo much beguty.; fomething: i¢ will 
have at.the marrispe of the Lamb.. How. wondgerfal. was che Son 
of God in the forme of a-fervang ? When heisborn, thedicavens 


thip him: in. aymanger; ‘The Angelsaad Heavenly haftmult de- 


|. When: he is bat achildehe muft difpuce with the Dogtors 
and confute them. -VVhemhe fers upoa -his office, : his whofe life 


The lepers cleanfed, the fick healed, thetame.reftazed a! theplinde 
rggeive their fight, the deadraifed ; if wehad {cen,albehjg,chould 
swe mot have thought it .wonderful 4 The. moft defperare difeafes 
cored withatouch, witha word fpeakiag ; she bhnde cyex with 
alittle clay and: {piegle, the Devil departing. by Legions at:his' 
command; the,windes and the leas obsying his VVord; age nocall 
thefe wonderful 2 Think then, How . wonderful.is his Celetial 
Glory ? If there be {ach cussing. down of boughs, and {pseading’ 
of Garments,and crying Aufaxpa,to onc that comes into Pexsfatpar 
riding onan Affe; what will chere be when he comics with-his Ap-! 
gels in his Glory 2°J£ they. thac heard him preach the Gafpel of 
the Kingdom, bave themhearts curned wichia them, that chey.ce- 
corne and fay,. Never man {peke like this Man: Then fure they 
chat behold his Majelty in his Kingdom, will fay, There was never 
glory like this Glory.1f when his enemies come to.apprebend him, 
the ward of his mouth doth caft chem all to the groand ; 1f when 


the fun in che firmament mult hide its face, and deny its light co the 
finful world, and che dead bodies of the Saintsarife, and the fand- 
| —_ | 7 OTS: 


A 
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ersby beforced to acknowledge, Verely this was the Son of God:O | - 
then what a day willit be, when he will once more fhake, not che 
Earth only, but the Héavens alfo, and remove the things that are 
fhaken 2. when this Sun fhall beraken out of the fismament;-and be | 
eve:laflingly darkened with the brightnefs of his Glory ? when 
thedead maftall arife and {tand befSrehim ; and all hall acknow- 
ledge him rade the Son of God, and every tongue.confefs him to 
be Lord and King? If when he-rifeth again, the Grave and Death 
‘Shaye lo& cheir power, and the Angels of Heaven. muft roll away 
the (tone, and aftonith che watchmen .till they are as~dead men, | 
— dand fend.che tidings co his deje@cd Difciples ; If rhe bolted doors | 
—}cannot keep him forth ;. 1f che.fga be as firme groynd for himto/ 
walkon ;, Ifhe can afend co Heaven in the Gght of his Dilciples, 
and'fendche Angels.to forbid chem gazing aftcr bim.: OQ what | 
Power,:and Dominion:and Glory then is he now poffeifed of é 
and moft we for ever-poflels with bim! Yetrhiok further ; Are) 
his very: fervantsenabled ro do {uch mix: cles when he is gonefrom, 
them 2 Can a few poarfihermen and.cent- makers: and che like. 
Mechanicks, cure the lame, .and blinde, and fick ? open their: 
prifons?-deftroy the: difobedient? raife. the dead ? ,and aftonith: 
their adverfavies 2 O.then-what ayworld wilt-chae be, where every. | 
ane cap.do, greater works then thefe? and thall be bighlier ho. | 
‘noured chen by the doing of wonders? It,were.much.fo: have che 
Devils..fubject co us. bur More, to, have our names, written inthe | 
bog of Life. 1fthe very preaching ‘of the gofpel be accompanied . 
with fueb power, that, it will pjerce,che.heare, and diftover its; — 
(cerets, brag. down the proud, gnd.make the ftony.finacr trembic; | 
If ican make men buinesheir books. fel their lands, bring in the, | 
prise and fay it dowo.acthePreashers fect slfis.can make thefpirtts | 
of Princes toop,and che Kings of che Earth refigne their.Ccqwoes, |. 
and‘do.chels homage caJefus Cheift; If it can fubdue Kingdom, | 
and convert thoufands,and turn the world rbusuplide down; ifche 
very mention of the Judgment and Life to come,:can make the 
Judge on che bench co tremble, when the drilones at the bar doth 
| oreds this Dodtrine ; O whas then isthe Glory of che Kingdom it 
If ? What an abfohte Dominionhath Chrift and his Saints ? And 
if they have this Poweragd Honour in the day of cheir abafemenr, 
and in the time appointed-for their fuffering and difgtace, what 
then will they have intheirfulladvancement?:,. 
| Hhhhh 3 | ~ SECT. 
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| | SECT. XiUt 
11. C= thy mercies chou Thak have ‘ebore, ich the 
f —Xomeccies which Chrift hath here beftowed on thy foul ; 
and the glorious change which thou (halt have at Jaft, with che 
gracious change which the Spiric hach wrought on thy hearc- 
{ Compare che comforts ef thy glorification, with the comforts of 
| chy fanctification. There is not the fmalleft grace in thee, which is 
genuine and fincere, but is of greater worth then the riches of 
the Indies; nota hearty defire and groan after Chrift, but is more 
tobe valued, then the Kingdoms of the VVorld: A renewed 
nature is the very Image of God; Scripture calleth it by the 
name of [-Chrift dwelling in us] and [the Spirit]] of God os 
thins: I¢isasa beam fromthe face of God himfelf; ic is the S 
‘of God remaining in us; it isthe onely inherent beauty of the 
rational foul ; it mnoblerh man above allnobilicy; it ficcech him 
. — |'tounderftand his Makers pleafure, todo his VVill, and co receive 
tis Glory. WVhy think then with thy felf, If this grain-of Muftard 
fred'be fo precious, whtat is the Treeof Life in the midft of the 
Paradife otf God? ‘If a fpark.of fife which will but ftrive gaint 
| corruptions, and fiame out ‘a few defires and groans, be fo much 
worth ; how glorious ‘then is'the Fountain and End of ‘this life? 
TF we be faid co be tike God, and to bear his Image, and ro be holy 
ashe isholy ; when, alas, we are Se with a bady offin ; 
Sure we thail then be much fiker God,’ when we are perfectly holy 
- | and without blemifh, and have'no fach thing asfm within us. ‘Ys 
the defire after Heaven fo precious a thing * what then is che 
thing ic fel which isdeficed P Is the love fo excelfene ? wirar chen 
is the beloved ? Is our joy in-forefecing and believing, fo fweee ? 
what will be the joy in the full poffeffing 2 O che delight thats 
Chriftian hath in che lively exercife of fome-of thele affections ! 
VVhat good do’s it to his very heart, ‘when he can Teelingly fay, 
He toves his Lord 2 what fweetnefs is there in the very a@of 
loving ? yea, even thofe troubling Paflions of Sorrow and Fear, 
are yet delipheful, vera ar de ay exercifed : How pisd is 
a poor Cigitian, when hefeeleth his heare begin to meft 2 ‘and 
wien thethoughts-of finful unkindnels-will diffolve ie? Even his 
Sorrow doth yield him-matter of Joy. © what will it then be, 
"when 
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when we hall do-nothing but know God, and Jove, and rejoyce, | 
and praife ; and all chis in che highelt perfeQion 2 what acomfort 
is it co my doubting foul, when I have a little affurance of the fin- 
cerity of my graces ? when upon examination I can but trace the 
Spirit in his fanctifying works? How much more will it comfort } 
me, to finde that this Spirit hath fafely conduéted me, and lefe. me 
in the arms of Jefus Chrift 2. what a change was it, that the Spirit 
made upon my foul, when he firkt turned me from darknels a | 
fight, and from the power of Satan unto God? To.be taken | 
‘from that horrid ftate of nature, wherein my felf and, my a@ions | 
were loathfomto God, and the fentence of death was paft upon } 
me, and the Almighty took me for bis utter enemy ; and to be 
prefently numbred among his Saints, and called his Friend, his 
ervant, his Son; 4nd the fae revoked which was gone forch ; 
O what achange was this! To be taken from chat {tate wherein { 
was born, and had lived delightfully fo many yeers, and was 
rivetted ih it by cuftom and engagements, when choufands of fins 
did lie upon my fcore ; and if I had fo died, I had been datnned |. 
forever; and to be juftified from all thefe enormous crimes, and 
freed from all thefe fearful plagues, and put into the title of an 
Heir of Heaven ; O what an aftonifhing change was this? Why 
then confider,how much greater will that glorions change then be ? 
Beyond expreffing ; beyond conceiving | How oft when I have 
thought of this change in my Regeneration, have I cryed our, O| © 
bleffed day’! and bleffed be the Lord-that I ever faw it! why how 
| then fhall I cry outin Heaven, O bleffed Erernity ! and bleffed be 
the Lord chat brought me to it ! Was the mercy of my converfion| . 
fo exceeding great, that the Angels of God didrejoyce rofeeit? | - . 
Sure then the mercy of my falvation will be fo great, that the fame | - 
Angels will congratulate my felicity. This Grace is-but a fpark | - 
| thacis raked up in’ the afhes ; it is covered with fcth from che 
fight of the world, and covered with corruption fometimé from 
mine own fight : But my Everlafting glory will not fo be clouded, | « 
nor my light be under a bufhel, bur upana hill, even upon Sion, 


the Mount of God. | | P 
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| SECT. XIIIE 

13. {Bers compare the joyes which thaw fhalc have above, 
- +B Uwith thofe foretaftés of it, which the Spiric hath given 
theehere. Judg of the Lyon, by the Paw, ‘and:of the Ocean of 
pov by that ‘drop which chon Haft fafted : Thou ha(t here thy 
‘frongeft refrefhing comforts, but as that man ia Hell would have 
had the water tocoolhim; 4 little upon the tip of che finger for 
thy tonghetotalte ; yer by this Itccle chow maitt conjectare at the 
quality of the whole. Hath not God fometine. revealed him&lt 
expradtdinarily co thy foul, and let'adtop of glory fall upon it? 
Haft thou not been teady to fay, O chac ic miggt be thus with my 
foul continually, and that I might always feel whatI feel fome- 
times ! Didft chou never cry ouc with the Martyr after chy long 
and dofeful expectarions, He iscome, heiscome ? Didft chou 
fever ina livély Sermon pt Aleaven, nor in thy retired contempla- 
rions on chat bfef{éd Srace,. perceive thy drooping dpisits revive, 
wand thy dejected heart to Jift up the head ? and che light of Hea- 
venzo break forth co thy foul, a8a morning Star, or as the dawa- 
ing of the day ? Didft chou never perceive thy heart in thele 
duties, to be «as the childe char Eliza revived? to waxwarm 
within thee, and.to recover lifé ? VVhy think wich thy felf then, 
whac-is chis earneft to che full Inheritance ? Alas, all this tight chat 
fo amazeth, and rejoyceth aie, is but a Candle lighted from Hea. 
ven, co lead me thither through «his world ‘of darknefs! 1€ the 
light of aSear inthe night be fuch, or che liccle glimmering ar the 
break of ché day; wWhac then is the light of the Sun-at noontide? 
If. fome godly men that we read of, have been overwhelmed 
with joy, cll chey have tryed our, Hold Lord, ftay-chy band ; I 
| carnisfed totus | can baat no more! like Weak eyes that cannor endure too greata 
fates hominis | light, O what will then be my joyesin Heaven, when as the ob- 
sald Hed ‘ject of my joy {hall be the mott glorious God, fo my foul shall be 
raga permane- | Madg capable of teeing, andenjoying htm ; and though the light 
bit. yprian de | be cen thoufand t'mes greater then the Suns, yet my eyes Miall be 
laude Martyr. | able for ever co bchold it? ‘ | | 
Duecungue. co a an 
fupra celum funt, ment 
tamen d:gnitate G Rabe 


| Ibi won gufa- 
bunt quam (ua- 
vis fit Deus fed 
“| wmplebuntir & 
| fatiabuntur 

] dulcedins mirt- 
| fica: Nibiles 
-} decrit § mobil 
obevit 5 emne 
defidcrium eo- 


¥ fecnt, non pa- 
} trefcent amp. 
us: Perpetua 
faniths, falix 
| ateynitas, bea- 
titudinis tHius 
fuffcientiam 
confirmabunt. 
onerit cane : 
cupifcentia in 
membris, non ~ 
Kiva nla cx. 
‘1 nrget vebein 


e 
C8 forme Aytipect, tBiss Labitacul: Cives,. fiaon caudinct rae Deus, ids 
Ex Platone, 


ra proximam cond:tion ta acceperéit. Fenel. ue abdit, rerum ¢autis, cap. 
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' Orif thon be one that haft not felt yet thefe fweet foretaftes- | 
(for every Beleever hath not felt them) then make ufe of the 


difcern what hereafter thoufhalefeel. © - | | 
_ And thusI have done with che fifth part of this Dire&tory, and. 
fhewed you on what grounds to advance your Meditations, and |’ 
how to get them to quicken your affections, by comparing the un- |. 
feen delights of Heaven, with shofe {maller which you have feen, 

and feleinehefielh, | | a - | 
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How to manage and watch over the Heart, through 
._° the:whole Work. a os 


. 


his Dire@ory, is; 
of your heatts 


uponic: ty efpect of 
feat ‘Our chief work will here be to difcover to you the 


therefore here acquaint you beforehand, ‘That when ever you fet 


or all of thefefour'degreess Firlt, They will hold off, that you 
| He SA” _ - will. 


former delights which thou haft fele , that thou maift che better | 


danger, and chat will dire® you' to the ficceft remedy.” Lec me | 
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will hardly gee them to the work ; fecondly, or elfe they will be- 
| tty you by their idtenefsin the work ; pretending to do it, when 
they do itnot; of thirdly, chey will interrupe che work by their 
frequent excurfions, and turning dfide to every objet; or fourth- 
| ly, they will fpoil the work by cutting it fhort, and be gone before 
you have done any good on it. Thercfore I here forewarn yon, 
[as you value the urivaluable comfore of this work, that you faith- 
fully refift chefe fout datigerons evils, or elfc all that I have faid 
‘Phichercoisinvain, © = ie " 
1. Thou thale finde thy heart as backward to this, I chink, as 
‘co any work in the world. O whatexcufes ic will make! what 
-|-evalions it.will finde our ! and what delays and demurs, when it is 
Never fo much convinced ! Eicher it will queftion, whether it be a 
duty or not ? orif itbe fo to others,yet whether it be fo to chee ? 
It will rake up any thing like reafonto plead againftit ; it will 
cell thee, That this is a wbrk for Minifters chat have nothing elfe to 
ftudy ons or for Cloyfterers or perfons that have more Ieifure 
then chou haft: If thou bea Minifter, ic will tell thee, This is che 
duty of the people ; it is enough for thee.to meditate for the in- 
feuding’ of them © and fet Sein meditate on what they have 
heard , aSif it were thy duty onely co cook thei meat, and ferve 
‘tap, and perhaps a lictle co tafte che fweetnefs, by licking thy 
fingers while thon art dreffing it for others; but it is they onely 
‘that muft earit, digeft it, and live npon it. Indeed, the fmecli may 
alicele refreth thee, but it muft be digelting ic, chat muft maintam 
we Recsigth and life. If all chis will not ferve, thy heart wil 
‘thee of other bufinefs; thou haft chis company ftayes for chee, 
or that bufinefs muft be done: Ic may be it wifl fer thee upon 
| fome ether duty, and fo make dne dary fhut out another ; for it 
| bad rather goco.any duty then tothis. Perhaps it will tell chee, 
| that other duties are greater, and therefore this mutt give place to 
them, becaufe thou haft not time for both: Publike’ bufinefs is of 
{ more Concernment ; to ftydy, to preach forthe faving of fouls 
muft be preferred before thefe private contemplacions : Asif thon 
hadft nat time to fee to the faving of thy own foul, for ‘tooking 
| after others! or thy charity to others were fo great, chat ic draws 
thee to negle@& thy comfort and Qlyation ! or, asif there were} 
any better. way co iF us to-be uleful co others, then to make this 
| experience of our doctrine our felves 1 Certainly Heaven where 
eee cee sen ae is 


| sche Farher of Lights, is che belt fice to liphe our.candle ar, and} 


_|-when.thy jadgmenc this dire&ech thy will? Lam fure Gad once 


"| a daveco.chy depraved nature ? Take, np the aurbority,agaia.whi 
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ehe-beft book for a Preacher to ftudy ; and if they would be per- 
{waded to fiudy that more, the Church would be provided of 
more heavenly lights: And when their Studies are Jivine, and 
their Spirits Divine, their preaching will chea be alfo Divine ; 
and they may be fily called Divines indeed. Or, if thy heart 
have nothing to fay again{t the work, then it will trifle away the 
timéin delayes; and promife this day and the-next, but ftill keep 
off from the doing of the bufinefs. Or laftly, If thou vile not 
be fo baffied with excufes or delayes, thy heare will give thee a 
{flac denial, and oppofe tts own unwillingnefs to thy Reafon: 
1 Thou (halt finde it come to the work, as a Bear tothe ftake , and 
draw back with all the ftrengch it-hath. Ifpeak allchis of the 
heart, fo far as it is carnal, ( which in too great a meafnre is in the 


| wile thou doit, if I tell chee? Why, what wouldft thon do with 
1 afervant that were thus. backward to. his work ?- or to thy beatt 
| chac hould draw back when thou wouldit have him go forward ? 
| Wouldf thou not firft perfwade, and then chide, and then fpar 
him, and force himon ? and take no denial, nor let him alone, 
rill chou hadtt got him clofely ‘to falltohis work? Wouldft chou 
not fay, Why, what fhould I do with a fervant that will not 
lwork? oc with,an’Ox or Horfe ‘that willdor travel of labor ? 
|Shall.I keep chem to look on ? Wilc chou then faichfully:deal thus 
| with chy: heart .2 -If thou be not a lazte felf-deluding Hypocrite, 
fay,.1 will; ‘by che help of God, 1 will: Sec upon thy heart 
roundly ; p@r{wade ittothe work; take no denial ; chide it for 
its. backwardnefs; ufe violence wich It ; bring it co che fervice, 
willurg,.ornot willing : Arc thou mafter of thy fiefh, or art thou 
a fervant coit? :hatt chow no command of, thy ownthaughts e 
cannot shy will chufe the fubject of thy' Meditations, efpecially 


thee maitery. over thy flefh, and fome power ta govern thy 


gave ) 
: thoughts: Halt: thou Soft thy-aeehesity ? art shou become 


Own. 


God hath given thee , command thy heart; if dc rebel, . ule vio- 
lence withit, if thou be too weak, call inthe Spicic of Chnift co 
re liitt 2 thine 


beft) for T know. fo far asthe heart is Spiritual, ic will dg this 


work che Gweeteft in the world. | | 
Well chen, what is to be done in the forementioned cafe? }. 
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thine affiftance: He is never backward to fo good a work , sor 
willdeny hishelp in fo juftacaufe: God will be ready tohelp 
thee, if thou be not unwilling cohelp thy felf. Say sohim, Why 
Lord, thou gaveft my Reafon the command of my Thoughts and 
AffeGtions ; the authority 1 have received over chem, is from thee, 
and now, behold they refufe co obey thine authority : Thon 
commandeft me co fet them to the work of Heavenly Meditation ; 
but they rebel and ftubbornly refufe the duty: Wile chow nor 
affitt me to execute thar.authority which thou haft given me? O 
fend mé down thy Spirit and Power, that I may enforce thy com- 
mands, and effeftually aa them to obey thy Will. ° 

And thus doing, thou (halt feethy heare will fobmic ; its re- 
fiftance will be brought under ; and its backwardoefs will be turn- 
edto a yielding compliance. pene “S & a 


o - . ¢ 


ee 2 ES I BE 


re V 7 Hen thou haft gor thy heart to the work , beware left 

— Y =Y icdeludethee bya loitering formality : Left it fay, J 
go, and gonot-; left ie trifle out che time, while it fhould be ef- 
ectually meditating, Certainly, the ‘heart is as likely co betray 
thee in this, as in any one particular aboucthe duty: When thon 
haft perhaps buc an hours time for thy Medication, the time will 
be fpent before thy heart will be ferions. : This doing of duty, as 
if wedidic not, doth undo.as many as cheflat omiffion of ft. To 
rub out the hour ina bare lazie thinking of Heaven, is but to lofe 
| thathour, and delude chy felf. Well, what is to be done in this 
| cafe? why, do here alfo as you do bya loitering M@rvant; keep 

thine eye always upon thy heart ; look not fo much to the time it 
fpendeth in the duty, as to the quantity and quality of the work 
that is done: You can‘tell by his work, whether your fervant 
hath been painful ; ask, what affections have yer been aéted? 
how much amI yet gor neerer Heaven ? Verily many a mans 
heart mult be followed as clofe in this duty of Meditation, asa 
Horfe in a Mill, or aneOx: at the Plow, that will go no longer 
then you are calling orfcourging: If you ceafe driving bnt a 
moment, the heart will ftand fill ; and perhaps the beft hearts 
have much of thistemper.. ae 


J would’ 
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I would not have thee of the judgment of thofe, who think 
that while they are fo backward, it is bereer fet it alone ; and 
that if meer love will not bring them to the duty, but there moft 
be all chif violence ufed to compel it, that then the fervice is worfe: 


‘| Argument woald certainly cafhiere all Spiricual:obedienee, bes 
"| caufe the hearts of the belt, being but partly fan@ified, will ftill 
| be refifting fo far as they are carnal ; Secondly, Nor do they under- 
ftand well the corruptnefs of cheir own nacures; - Thirdly, Nor 
that cheir finful undifpofednefs will not baffle or fufpend the com- 
mandsof God; Fourthly, Nor one fin excufe another; Fifthly, 
Efpecially chey lictle know.the way of God to excite their Affecti- 
ons; and that the love.which fhould compel them, muft it felf 
be ficlt compelled, in the fame fenfe asic is faidto compel: Love 
I know is a moft precious grace,.and fhould have che chief inter- 
eftin allonr duties: But there be means appointed. by God to 
procure this love ; and fhall I not ufe chofe means, till I can ufe 


end. MuftI not feekro procure love, till I have it already ? There 
| are means alfo for the increafing of love where itis begun ; and 
means for the exciting of it where it liethdull: And muft I nor 
ufe thefe means, till ic is increafed and excited ? Why, this reafon- 
ing- confidering- duty that we are in hand wich, is the moft fingular 
means, both ro ftir up thy love, and to increafe it; and therefore 
{tay not from the duty, till thou feel thy love conftrain thee, (that 


upon the work, rill theu art conftrained to love ; and then love 
will conftrain thee co further duty... , * 


My jealoufly , left chou fhouldft mifcarry by thefe forifh opint- 

‘ons, hath made me-more tedious in the opening of itsesror. Let: 

nothing therefore hinder thee while thou arc upon the work, from: 
plying thy heare with conftane watchfulnefs and conftraint ; feeing | - 


thou haft {uch experience of its dulnefs and backwardnefs, let the 
fpur be never out of its fide ; and when ever it flacks pace, be fare 
co give it a remembrance, 


| 
| Tetis 3 SECT. 


 |then the omiffion. Thefe men umderftand, not ; ficft, ‘Thatchis |. 


them from love ? that were to neglect the means, till I have the. 


were to ftay fromthe fire, till chou feel thy felf warm) but fall) | - 


~ 
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3. AS thy heart will be loitering, fo will it be divércing. Le 
|  Mwill be urning afide like a carlefs fervant, co talk with 
every one that paffeth by: When therefhould be nothing in thy 
minde, but the work in hand, ic will be .chinking ‘of thy calling, 
or thinking of thy affli@ions, er of every bird, or tree, or place 
thou feeft, or of any impertinency, rather then of Heaven. Thy 
heart in this-alfo will be like the Husbandmans Ox er Horfe; if 
he‘drive not, he will not go ; and if he guide not,he willinot keop 
| che furrow; and ‘ic is as good ftand ftill, as go out of theway. 
| Experience will tell thee, chou wilt have mach ado with chy heart 
} in thispoine, to keep it one hour to the work without:many ex= 
'| travagancies and idle cogications. ‘Fhecure here isthe fame with 
shat before; -co-ufe warchfalnefs, and violence with your own 
imaginations, and asfoon asthey {tep ont, to chide them in. Say 
| tothy heart, What? did] come hither to think of my bufinefs :in 
the world ? to think of places,.and perfons, of news, or vanicy, 
yea, or of-any thing but Heaven, be ic never fo good? wharf 
‘canft thon mor -wacch one-hour? would{t thou feave ths werld, 
and-dwell in -Heaven ‘with Chri for ever? and canft thon ner 
{ keave ic. one ‘hour our: of thy thoughts, ‘nor dwell with Chrift in 
J-one hours clofe Meditation 2? Ask thy heart as Ab/alorw did Hujbas, 
Is this thy fove co thy friend? Doft chou love Chrift, and the 
-place of thy Eternal, Bie(fed abode, no more then fo? When 
Pharashs Butler dreamed, That -he peefled the ripe Grapes iszo 
Pharaohs Cup, and delivered the Cup isto che Kings hand, it vas 
|-ahappy dream, ‘and fagnified his {peedy accefs to the Kings pre- 
‘| fence: Buc the dream of ghe Baker, Thacthe Birds did eat.out of 
‘the Basket on his head, the baked meats. prepared for Pharaoh, 
* . [had an il omen , and Ggnified ‘his hanging, and-their eating of his 
flefh. So. when the ripened Grapes of Heavenly Medication 
‘| are preffed by thee inco the Cap of Atfeétion, andchts pur into the 
hands of Chrift by delightful praifes (if twou take me for skilful) 
this is the interpretatton, That chou fhalc fhortly be taken from 
this prifon where chou liclt, and be fer before Chrut in the Court 
of Heaven, and chere ferve up-to him that Cup of praife (bar 
much fuller, and-‘much fweeter) for ever, and forever: Butif che 


emo 


‘| Gen, 40, 50, 
51, &c. 


ae ee Re | ravenous. 
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SE i teciccatets: ac See, ped $7 
ravenous fowls of wandring thonghts, do devour the Meditations |" 

intended for Heaven, I will noc fay flatly ic fignifiech thy death, 
but this I will fay, That fo faras thefe intrude, they will be the 
death of that fervice; and if chou ordinarily admit them, That 
they devour the life, and the joy of thy thoughts; and if then |- 
continue in fuch a way of duty co the end, It fignifies the death of 
thy foul, aswell as of thy fervice. Drive away thefe birds of pre 
then from thy factifice , and ftrittly keep- tby heart to the wo 
thou.art upon. oo re a 


SECT. IV. - 


} 


run away, Thou mailt cafily perceive this in other ducies ; if in 
Quill 


the work, and obferved it in the work, muft alfo hold it ro it, ill | 
che work be done. Charge it in the Name of God to ftay ; donot 
fo great a work by the halves ; fay to it, VVby foolith heart! If 


| } chou beg a while, and go away before thouhaftthy alms, doft 


glory which thou muft inheric ; and wilt chou ftop when chou art 

| almof at the top of the Hill? and turn again before thou haft 

taken thy furvey 2 Thou camef® hither in hope to fpeak with God, 

and wilt thou go before thou haft feen him? Thou cameft to 
, } 


| | bathe . 
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{ bathe thy felf in che ftreams of Confolation, and co that end didft 
uncloath thy felf of thy Earthly thoughts; and wile thou paca 
fodr in; and fobegone? Thou cameft to fpie out the Land of 
Promife ; O go not back without the bunch of Grapes,, wich 
{chou maift chew to thy Brethren, when thou comeft homie, for thelr 
_ | Confirmation and Encouragement ; till thoi cank ‘tell them by 
- | experience, That it is.a Land flowing with Wine and Oy/, with 
Milkand Honey. Let them fee that thou haft talted.of the Wine, 
by the gladnefs of thy heart; and that thou haft been anointed 
with the Oy!, by the cheerfulnefs of thy counrenancé : Let chem 
fee that chou haft cafted of the Milk of: theLand, by chy feeding, 
and by thy milde and gentle difpofition; and of the Honey, by 
the {weetnefs of thy words and converfation. The views of 
| Heaven would heal chee of chy finfulnefs, and. of -thy-fedaefs; but 
thou muft hold on the Plaifter, that ic may haye time co work : 
| This Heavenly fire would mele thy frozen heart, and refine ic from 
‘the drofs, and-cake away the earthy part, and leave the reft more 
| Spiricnal and pure bue chen chow mutt not be prefently gone, be- 

| bre it have time, either co burn or.warm. Stick therefore to the 
work, till fomething be done; till thy graces be ated ; chy af 
fe&ionsraifed, and thy fou refrefhed with the delights above ; 
‘orif thou canft not obtain thefe ends at once, ply it the clofer 
the next time, and let it nog go till chou feel rhe bleffing. B effed 
i that fervant, Whom bis Lord, when be cones, foal finde [0 doing, 
Marth.24.46. [ee Boe et oe ae ge 
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The Abftraét or Swn-of all, for the. ufe of the 


weak. 


_ SECT. L 


Pais? C2 Hus have by the gracious affadance of the 
A] MiseN\e Spirit, direfted youin this work of Heaven- 
We ly Concemplation,and lined you out the beft 
yy way that I know for your fuccefsful perfog. 
§ mance, and lead you into the path where 
you may walk with God. Bue becaufe I 
y would bring it down tothe capacity of the 
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— & x, 


meanelt, and help their memories who are |” 


apt to fet Tip the former particulars, and cannot well lay together 


the feveral branches pf this method, That they may reduce chem to.} 


practices I fhall here contract the whole intoa brief fum, and 
jay ic all before you in a narrower compas. Buc ftill Reader, I 
with thee to remember, chat it is the practice of a duty, chac lam 
directing thee in ; and there fore,if thou, wile nor practife it,do nat 
readitc, = - ns Sow “be. oe ah ee 
The fum is this; As thou makeft confcience of praying daily, 

fo do thon of the acting of thy Graces ia Meditazion ; and mare 
) Kkkkk .- efpecially 
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efpecially io —s the joyes of Heaven. To this end, Set 
ry se oneheut or ha Kour every day, wherein thou mat lag 
afide all worldty thoughts, and wich all poffible feriouftiety and 
reverence, asif chou were going to {peak #ich God him f, Or 
} co have 9 fighr of Chrift, ot of that bicfled place; fo 
withdrew thy Jelf into foe fecret plate, and fet chy If wholly 
co the folowing work: Sf thom cant, teke [faeecs time and plare, 
who went forth into the Ficld in the Evening to meditate: But. if 
thon be a fervatc or poor man that cannot have that ftifurc ; -cake 
the ficreft time and place that thoucanft, choagh it be when thou 
| art private about thy labors. — . | = 

; When thou ferft to the work, look up toward Heaven,tee thine 
vic lead thee asneer as it can;remember that there is thine Bverhh 
ing Reft ; ftudy irs excellency, ftudy ics reality, cill chy unbelief be 
filenced, andthy Faich prevail » ff chy jadgment be nor yee drawn 
co admiration, ule thofe fenfible helps and advantages which were 
even now laid dowrt: Compare thy heavenly juyes,with the choicet 
enearth, and fo rife up front Senfe co Faith: If.yer this meeecon- 
fideration prevail not (which yet hath much force, as is before 
' | exprefled,) then fall a pleading rhe cafe wich thy heart: Preach 
| apon this Text of Heaven to thy felf; convince, inform, confute, 
inftrut, reprove, examine, admonifh, encourage, and comfort 
| thy own foulfrem this Cefeftial DoGtrine ; draw forth thofe fe- 
| veral confiderations of thy Ref, on which thy feveral aff Giens’ 
{ may work, efpecially thac AffeG@iton or Grace which thou intend- 
, ‘| toa. fat be Love which chow wouldft a&, thew.it rhe love. 
‘| finefs of Heaven, and Row fuicable ie is te thy condition; if it 

1 be Defire, confider of chy abfence from this lovely obje& ; if ic 
| be Hope, confider the poffibifiry and probability of obtaining it ; 
if it be Courage, confider the fingulac affiftance and encourage- 
ments which thou maift receive from God ; .the weakoefs of che 
enemy, and the necefhity of prevailing ; if ibe Joy, confider of 
its excellent ravifhing glory, of thy intereft init, and of its cér- 
tainty, and the neernefs of the time when thou matt poffeds ic. 
Urge thefe confiderations home to thy heart ; whes them with all 

offidie ferioufnefs upom each affection : If thy heart draw back, |. 

orceit co the work ; if it loycer, pur ie on; if tftepafide, com- 
mand it m again ; if it would flip away, and leave the work, af 
thine authority ; keep it -clufe to the bufnefs, till chou have ob- 
<a Sees "tained 
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tained thineend: Stic not away, if « may be, till chy Lové do}, 
‘ame, till thy Joy be.raifed,. or cillthy Defire or, other. Graces be 
ligelyadted. Call in affittince atfo from God ; mix Ejaculations | 
with thy Cogitations aitd Soliloquies: Till having ferioufly plead, | 
‘ed the cafe with thy heart, and reverenrly plea ed the cdfe with | 
God; thou have pleaded thy felf from a clod ro aflame, froma } 
forgerfulfioner, to & mindful lover ; fromalover of the world, 
eo athisfter after Gad ;, from a fearfab coward, to a refolved 
Chriftian ; from an unfruicful faddels, toa joyful life, Ina word, 
What‘will not be done one day, do it the nexts till thou have 
pleaded thy heart from Earth to Heaven ; fromc s below, 
co.a walking With God; and gill chou canft lay thy heart co reft, as 
5 the boson of Chrift, in this Meditation of chy full and Ever- 
lating Ret. es ees 

And thisis che fam of thefe precedent Direétions, : 
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An Example of this Flea venly (Contemplation, for the 
help of the unskilfil., 


- 


There remaineth a Reft to the people of God 


"SECT. Yh .2 ¢ 


Et How {weet a word is this to nfine ears? Mex. 
aya thinks the found doth turnto fub{tance, and he- 
ving encred.at the ear, doth poffefs my brain, and 

{| thence defcendeth down to my very heart ; me- 
j thinks J feel ic ftir and work, and that through all 
=~ my parts and powers; but with a vations work 
upon my various parts ; to my wearied fenfes and languid {pirits,it 

| feems a quietin8 powerful Opiate ;to my dulled powegads is {piric | 
‘| and life ,to my dark eyes, ic is both eye-falve. and a pee {pedive.; 
| to my tafte ic is fweetnels ; to mine ears it is melody ; to.my hands 
| and feet it’s ftrength and nimblenef: Methinks I feel it digeft as ic 
| proceeds, and increafe my native heac and moifture, and lyisigasa 
| reviving cordial at my heart; from chence doth fend forth lively 
: | fpirics, which beat through all che pulfes o6 my foul. Reft? Nozas 
: the {tone chat refts on the earch, nor as thefe clods of eth (hall geft 
in the grave ; fo ouc beaft mutt reft as wellas we ; nor is it che fa- 
| | tisfying of our fefhly lofts, nor fuch a reft as he carnal world defi- 
| reth 


_.. The Satntseverlafling Reft. zot 
= : ° ; 
|reth ; no, no, we have another kinde of reft then thefe: Reft we |” 
| fhall from all opr. labors, which were but the way and means to 
"| Reft, bur yet that is the (maileft part : O bleffed Reft,where we thall 
3 | never reft day or night, crying, Holy, holy, boly, Lord God of Sab- 
* | paths Ywhen we fhall reft from fin, but not from wor ip! from | 
1 | faffering and forcow, but tot fram folace ! Oblcffed day, when 1} 
"| all reft with God * | when I fhall reftin the Arms and Bofome of | 
‘my Lord | when I fhall retin Knowing, Loving, Reioycing and 
Praifing |when my perfedt foul and body together, fhall in thefe 
erfeR actings perfectly enjoy the moft perfe& God | when God | : 
aifo who is Love it felf, fhall perfcétly love me ! yea, and reft ia his) 
| Love to me, as I thall reft in my love co him | and rejoyce over me 
| with joy and finging, as I hall rejoyce in him | How neer ts that 
moft bieffed joyful day ? 1t comes apace, even he chat comes will 
comme, and will nottarry : Though my Lord do feemito delay his 
coming, yet a little while and he will behere: What ts a few 
hundred years when they are over ? How furely willhis fig ap 
ear? how-fuddenly will he fetze upon the carelefs wosld ? 
ven asthe liphtuing that fhines from Eaft co Weft ina moment { 
He who iy gore hence will even fo return : Methinks I even | 
hear the-yoyce of his foregoers Methifiks I fee him’, coming 
in the elouds, with the attendants of his Angels in Majelty , 
and in Glory ! O poor fecure Ginners, what will you now, do? 
where will yowhide your felves?. or what (hall coves you? moun- 
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tains are gone, the earch and heavens that were are paff ed away ; de re me 
the. devouring fire hath confumed all, sd your felves, who mofk » Zeph.3.17. 
be the fuel for ever: O that, you could confume as foon as the } 
earth / and mele away as did the heavens! Ah, thefe: witbes are 
now but vain ; the Lamb himfc if would have been your friend, .hé 
would have loved yon, and ruled you, and now kave faved you ; 
but you wobld not then, and now too late: ‘Nevercry Lord,Lord; 
too late, too late.man:; why doft thou look about ? can any fave 
‘| thee 2 whether doft thon run? 7) hide thee ? O wretch | that 
| haft brought thy felfrothis! Now bleed Saints that have Be- 
lieved and Obeyed ! This is the end of Faith and Patience: This. 
ig it for which you prayed.and waited ; Do younow repent your 
fufferings and forrows ¢ your felf: denying afd holy walking ¢ - Arc 
rour tears of Repentance now bitter or {weet ? © fee how the 
Judg doth fmile upga you ! there's love in his looks, The titles of 
ee ee ee Kkkkk 3 Redeemer, | 
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ae be Saints everlafting Reff.— - 
Redeemer, Hisbantl, Head are writcenin his anttibbe, Goming face: 
Heark, doth fe not call you ? Neg bidsyaittatid herder has righe 
hand ; fear not, forthére he fers his Sheep: O joyfal Sémencepio- 
nodticed by chit blefed mouth ! Come ye bloffed of my Father, in- 

Kiigdom prepared for you frou the foumddtions of the vtorts ; 
Teehow your Saviour takésyou by tle hind, go ztong yon mul, 
the door is open, the Kingdom's his, and therefote yours ; thefes 
your. place before his Throne; The Father reectvetA you as the 
| E poule of hisSon, he bids you welconie to the Crows of Glory, 
nevét fo unworthy crowned you muft be : this was the prok of 
free redeeming Grace, and this was the purpofé of eterna Love. 
O bleffed Grace ! O bleffed Love { O the'frainé that my foul will 
‘then be in! Obow Love and Joy will fir 7 bue I cannot expref rt! 
| I carinot coriceive ir, ee ee ee 


|. This isthat Joy which was prociied by Sotrow; thiv isthat 
Crown which was procured by the Crofs; my Lord did weep, that 
|| now my tears might bé wip't away § he did bleed that ¥ mighe now 
’ [rejoyce ; he was forfaken,chac I might not. now be forfaken;stfe did 
then dye, that I might now five. This weeping,w outided Lord thal! 
A behold, this bleeding Savion fhall I fe¢,arid five in hid? that dyed 
| for me Ofte Mercy that cactexalt fo vile'a wrtteh? free to the, 
though dear to Chrift! Freé Grace chat hath chofen me, when 
— | thoufinds were forfaken / when my companions in fin muft burs in 
hell, ‘and I ‘mult here rejoyce in Reft here mult*l five with al! 
, thefe Saints! O comforrable meeting of my old atquaintanec ! 
wich whom I'praycd; and wept, ahd fuffered ; ‘with whom I fpoke 
of thtis day ard place / ¥ fee the Grave could not congain yor, 
‘the fea ‘and carth maft give ap their dead; the fiehe fove hath 
‘tedéemed and faved'you 31M: This is sor like our Cottages of 
Clay , nor like our Prifons, or earthly Dwelfings : This voyce of 
Joy isnot like our old complainings, our proans, out fiphes, oor | 
] impatient moans ; nos this melodious praife like our {corns and re- 
vilings, nor like the ‘oaches and eirfes which we heard osrearth; 
‘this body is nor like the body we had, nor this foul like the Sal | 
we had, nor this life like thre life that chen we lived! we hive change 
ed our place,we have changed our ftate, our clozthes, our choughrs, | 
our looks, our Language + we have changed our compare for the 
{ greater pact, and the reft of our company is changed ic“felf: Be: 
ore a Saint was weak and defpifed, fo full of pride and peevilbnes 
and | 
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_| and other fins, that we could fearce oft- times difcern their graces : 
_| But now how gloriousa thing is a Sainc.! where is now cheir body 
of fin, which wearyed rhemfelyes and thofe about them ? Where 
are now our different Judgments? our reproachful tithes? our 
divided {pirits ? our exafperated paffions ? our ftrange looks? 
our uncharitable cenfares ? Novt we are all of one judgment.of one | 
name, of one heart, of one howfe, and of one glory. O fweetré-| 
concilements O happy Union / which makes us fit to be one 
with Chrift, and then to be one among ons felves ! Now our diffe- 
renees {hall be ‘dafhed in our teeth nomore, nor the Gofpel re- 
proached through our folly or fcandall. Omy foyl, thou (hate 
never more lament the fufferings of the Saints; never more cqn- 
dulethe Churches ruines; never bewail thy faffering freinds; nor| - 
lye wasling over their death-beds of their graves. Thou fhale ne- 
ver {uffer thy old temptations, from Satam, the vvorld,-or thy ovvn 
flefh ; Thy body wvillno more be fuch a burden co thee ; thy pains 
and fickneffcs are all nowv cured : thou fhale be troubled vvith 
weaknefs and wearinefs n@ more: Thy head is not novvan aking 
bead; nor thy heart novv an aking heart ; Thy hunger and rhirft, 
andcold and {leep, thy labor me ftudy are all gone. O what 
a mighty change ts this From the dungttll coche throne! from 
perfecuting fianers to praifing Saints! froma body as vile as the 
carrion inthe ditch , to abody asbright asthe Sun in the firma- 
mene! from complainings under the difpleafure of God, tothe 
perfe& enjoyment of him in Love | from all my duubts and fears 
of my condition, to this poffeffion vvhich hath puc me outof 
| doubt} from all my fearful chonghts of death, ro this moft blcAed 
Joyful {if€ ! O vvbat a bleffed change is this 1 Farevveil {in and 
| fuffering for ever : Faxevvell my hard and rocky heart, farevvell 
| my proud ard unbelieving heart : farewell atheiftical, idolacrous, 
worldly heart, farewell my fenfual carnal heart; And novwv wel- 
come moft holy,heavenly nature ; vvhich as ic molt be imployed tn 
beholding the face of God, fo is it full of God alone,and delighted |. 
in Nothing elfe buthim. O wvhocan queftion the love vvhich he 
doth fo fweetly tafte ? or doubt of thac which with fuch joy he. 
feeleth ? Farewel repentance, confeffion and fupplication,farcwel 
the moft of hope and faich: and welcome love and joy and-praife. 
I thall now have my harveft without plowing or fowing ; my 
wine without the labor of the vintage ; my joy without a Preacher 
; 3 _ e 
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Ora promife : even all fromthe face of God himeelf. Thats the 
fight chats worth the feeing : thatsthe book thats.worth the gead- 
ing: What ever mixture is in theftreams, there is nothing but 
pure joy inthe fountain. Here fhall I be incircled with Ecerngy, 
-and come forth no more : hete fhall I-live and ever live; and 
| praife my Lord, and ever, ever, ever praifehim. My face wall gor 
wrinkle ndr my hairebe gray-, but this mortal (hall have pot.on 
immortality » and this corruptible incorruption; and deach fhall 
“be fwallowed up in vidory, O death Where 1 now thy fing ! O 
grave where is thy viftory-\ The dace of my leafe will no mereex- 
‘pire, nor hall trouble my felf wich thoughts of death; nor loofe 
my joyes through fear of lofing them. When millions of. ages 
are palt, my glory is but beginning , and when millions more are 
paft,it isno neererending. Every day is all noomtide,.and every 
moneth is Afay or harveft , and every yeer is there a jubilee , and 
tevery age isfull manhood ; and-all this is one Eternity. O bres. 
-ed Eternity! the glory of my glory 1 the perfection of my per- 
fe€tion! : oS a ae 
Ah drowfie, earthy, blockith heart | How coldly doft thou thiak 
| of his feviving day 2. Doft chon fleep when thou thinkeft of eter- 
{nal Ref? Artchoa hanging earthward, when heaven is before 
thee 2 Hadft chou rather fit chee down inRice and dung, then walk 
‘in the court of the Palace of God? Doft chou now remember 
| thy worldly bofinefs? Art thou Tooking back.co the Soa of 
| thy Iufts? Arc chon thinking of chy delights and mercy company ? 
-wretched heart ! Isic beter tobe there, then above with God? is 
the company betrer ? are che pleafures greater? Come away; 
i make no excufe,make no delay ,* God ‘commands, and F-commapd 
That even os thee, come away, gird up thy Joines : afcegd the mounts and look 
P aderftood -about thee, wich ferioufnefs and with faith. Look thow nor back 
chat there was upon the way of the wildernefs , except it be when thine eyes are 
aheaven, fee { dazled with the glory,or when thou would{t comparc the Kingdom 
Fernclwsd: | with that howling defert; that thoa mayeft more leafibly perceive 
sae Aan the mighty difference. _ Fix thine cyeupon the Sun ig felf; aud 
Aviftal. de Cald, Lit. gy. Marifefiam cf quod neque locus, negise vaciium, ne jue tempus.fl extrs 
ce'um. In ‘ommi enim loco covtus ff pojioile fl: Vacuum autcm cf: Aicurt i quo Beit efi cy par: 
pofsibile autem cf effe. Tempus zutem eft nurncrus mutus, Motus auitcm fete neleral Corpare gua” &: 
Quapropter neque que ikic (wwe, Rata funt th loco ef. neque tempus ipfa facit fencfecre. m7 ote 
tran{ mutatis tllns Corumeli, qaaphper exiima d:/poftta furnt latrene, {ed imaltecabhia oe tm af sib t 
optimam babentia vitae per fe fu furen-i{simaim perfevo dat tato avo, 8c, . ate + 3 
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Jook noc down to Barth as long asrhou art able to behold it; ex-} 
cept it be co difcern mon ete the brightnefs of the ene, by the 
darknefs of the other, Yonder, far above yander, is thy Fathers 
¥ glory; yonder muft thou dwell when thou leaveft shis Earth; 
| yoader muft thou remove, O my foul, when thou departeft from 
this body: And when the power of thy Lord hath raifed it again, 
andjoyned thee roit; yonder muft thou live-with God for ever. | 
There is the glorious New fers/alem, the Gates of Pearl, the 
oundations & Pearl, the Streets and Payemenss of sran{parent 
(Gold: Seeft thou that Sun which lightech aij chis;world ; why,it 
muft be taken dawn as ufelefs there, or the glory of Heaven will | 
( darken ic, and put it out 3 even thy felf thall fe as bright asyonder 
fhining Sun : God will be the Sun, and Chrift che Light, and in 
hisLightfhalethouhaveligh.. 6 gw a 
hat thinkeft thou, O my foul; of shis mot blefled {tate2"| 
‘What 1 Doft thon ftaBger at the Promife af Gad through unbe- 
lief ? Then | nothing, or profefs belief; yetthou.fpeak- 
elt fo coldly and fo cuftomarily, thac'l much fufpe@shee : I know 
_ ‘thy infidelity is thy natural vice. Didftthoubeleeveindeed, thou 
‘| would{t be more affeéted,with it? Why, haft shou. navic ander the 
‘| hand and feal, and oath of God? ,CanGod lic 2! oe he. that isthe 
Truth ic felf, befalfe? Foolith wretch 1 What need hath God to 
flatter thee, or decewe chee ? why fhould he pramif€e thee more, 
then he will perform? Are chounot his Cheature? alitele omum of 
- tdofte a Kraviling worm ?_,ten, thonfand en 
then, chis fle or worm: js below shee? wouldit thou Alacter a fra 
oraworm,? what nced.haft shau of them? JF they do not plcafe 
thee, chou wylt.crufh them dead, and never. accule thy felf of 
-[erueley: Why yee they are thy, Fellow-Crratures, made of as 
ood mettal as thy felF; and thouhalt. nq Avehority oyer.ebem, 
bye whys shou tall cc : How .auwh leG need bash God of 
phe 2 PE Why fhould fe cares. if. sham pesitrinichy folly /, Cannor 
1e Bayern thee. without either Gaxtecy :or. Slfhodd? cannot he 
<afily make thee obey:his will? and as eafily make thee {uftcrfor 
thy :difobedience? Wretched aabelieving heart! Tella faol,ortell a 
‘Tysans, or fell fome falfe and flaccesing.myan. of drawing thejr fub- 
lies. by falle-promifes,. sad. procoung obedience iby deceitful | 
means: But do thou not dare to charge the -Wift, Almighty, 
Faithful God, with this. Above al! ‘ae hiefeams nat thee to 


wow RMS RB ey 


doubt, 


“« 


The Saints everlasting Reft. 


a niet gl ee ee pA NE) cee ek eee 
) doube, either of this Scripture being his infallible Word, or of 
‘| che performance of this Word to thy felf. Hath not Argument 
{convinced thee ? may not thy own experiente atcerly filence 
| thee? How oft hath chis Scripture been verified for thy gaod ? 
‘| how many of. the promifes have been performed to thee ? it 
| not quickened tlice? and converted thee # haft not thou Fele in it 
'] fomeching more then humane ? would God perform anothers 
1 promife ? or-wouldhe fo.powerfully concur with a feigned word? 
1 If thou had feen the mitacles that: Chrift and his Apoftles 
| wrought, thou‘ would{t. never fure have queftioned the crath of 
‘ cheie dodtrine: why they delivered ie down by fuch undoubted 
ceftimony, that it may be called Divine, as well as Humane. “Nay, 
haft choa not feen its Prophecies fulfilled? haft thou nor lived in 
| an age, wherein fach wonders have: been wrought, that chon haft 
‘| now no cloak. for thy unbelief? haft thou nor feen the cour of 
‘Nature chatiged?and works beyond the power of nature wrobghe ? 
‘J and all chis in che fulfilling of this Scripture ? Heft thou fo foon 
‘| forgotten fince nature failed: mejand (trength failed me, and blood, 
and fpirics, and flefh, and friends, atid all means did utterly fail ? 
and how Artand’Reafon had fentenced' me for dead ?: and yer 
how God.revoked' the fenterice? and at*the requeft of ‘praying, 
believing Saints;: did tara thee to the Promife which he verified to 
thee? And canft thou yer queftion the truth of this Scriprure ? 
haft chou feen fo much to confirm thy faith, in the great ations of 
feven yeers pat, and canft chou yer‘dosbt * Thou haft feen fignes 
and wonders,.and arc thou yet fo unbelieving ?-O wretched heart J 
Hath God made thee a promife of Reft,-and writ chon come fhort 
of ic? and fhut out thy felf threugh unbelief? Thine eyes may 
. | fail chee, thy ears.deceive thee, and all thy fehfes prove delufions, 
fooner then’a promife of God:can delude thee. Thou maift be 
‘| furer of chat whieh is writtén in che Word, then if thoufee it with 
thine eyes, or feel ic with thy hands. | Art thou fare thou liveft 2 
of fore that this is Earth which thou ftandeft on? art chon fare 
thine eyes do fee the Sun? As fare is all this glory to the Sains: 
_ + ¥as fure fhail I be higher then yonder ftars, and live for ever in the | 
| | Holy City, and joyfully found -forth the praife of my Redeemer ; 
1 if: 1 be-noc fhot out by this evil heart of unbelief, ca g metode. | 
‘part fromthe fivingGod.') °. 22 0 rt 
And is this Reft fo fweet, and fo fore 2. O thet, what means it 
tas | Carciels 


@ . 
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| -befide chemfelves, to minde fo much.cheir provifion in the way,. 
and {trive, and care, and labor fortrifles, when chey are hafting fo | 
faftcro, another world, and their. eternal happinefs lies at ftake 
Werecthere left.one fpark of VVic or Reafon, they would never’ 


‘|-That you would once confider what you hazard , and then you 
would fcorn thefe, cempting baits. _O bleffed for ever be that 

| a ,. that hath refcued me from this mad bewitching dark- 

nels | | | cae 


burning Love ; here’s matter for it to work upon; here’s fome- 
thing truly worth thy loving. O fee whac beaucy prefents icfelf: | 
As it not exceeding lovely ? isnot all che beaucy in the world con. 


a feat for all the powers of thy foul: doft thou need co be in- 
treated co feed upon it ?. Canft thou: love a liccle fhining Earth ?} 
fcanft chou love a walking piece of clay ? and canft thou not love]. 
that God, that Chrift, that Glory, which is fo truly and unmea- 
Surably lovely 2 Thou canft love thy. friend, becaufe he loves thee : 
‘And is the love of thy friend, like the love of Chri? Their 
weeping or bleeding for thee, doth-not cafe chee, nor ftaythe| — 
courfe of thy tears or blood. Buc the rears, aad blood that fell}: 
‘from thy-Lord,-have all a foveraign healing vertue, and.are waters }. 
[of Life, and Balfam to thy faintings, and ahi ores. OD | 

JE love déferve, and.fhoald.pracure love, what incomprehenfible 
loyeisherebefore chee? Pour our,all the fore of chy affections 
heres lod tn liccle. O chat st weremore! O chat, if were | 


thee fir 


ftanders-by? See what a Sea of love ishere befose thee 3 caft chy 
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catelef world é@ Do they know whatic is they fa negle&?. did. 
theyeyes bear of ic? of are they yet afleep? or are they dead? 
Do they know for certain that the Crown’s before them, whilé 
they -thus fic ftill, or follow trifles ? undoubtedly. they: are quite 


fe cheir Reft fortoil, nor felltheir Glory for worldly vanities, 
nor venture Heaven for the pleafure of a fin. Ah. poor men I 


- Drawneerer yet then, Omy foul ; bring forth thy ftrongeft 


tracted here ? isnoc all other beauty deformity.co ic? -Doft thou 
need ro be perfwaded now to love? Here’sa fealt for thine.eyes ; 


thy fores. O my foul !. 


magy. thouland timesmore.|_- Let: him be firft ferved, ‘that ferved | 


t;.: lec himibave the firft born, and ftrength of thy love, 
who parted: with ftrength and fife tnlove tothee: If thow haft 
any to fpare when he hath bis pare, lee it be imparted thento 


felf in, and {wim with: che arms,of thy love inthis Ocean of his 
7 LITia "Tove: 


Love aed, 


love : Fear not leaft thou fhould be drowned, dt confamed in 
ic ¢ Though it feem as the fcaldtng * furnace of lead, yet thon 


| | nochitg be | 
y ments above. Yohder is the Golem the region of ligtic, this is 
_| moon, the radiant. Sun; ate all but as the Lanthorns hanged out 
‘| at thy fathérs houfé, ¢o light thee while thou walkeft in-the dark 


{peak , to read, to underftand : He ‘taught chee ro: know 
: felt and hitn ; he ‘opened thet chac firlt’ window whereby thou 
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will finde it: bute mollifying oyle; Though it feeme a ficnace of 
fire, and the hotteft ch ‘ver was kindled upon earth, yet is it the 
fire of love and not of w “~h; a fire moft effeual to extingnifh 
fire; never intended to corifame, but to glorific thee : venturé in- | 
to it then in thy believing medications, and walk in thefe flames 
with thé Son of God; whenthou art once in, thou wilt be forry 
to come forth again. O my foul! what wanteft thou. heré to 
provoke thy love ? Doft thou love for excellency ? why thot feet 

fow but bafenéfs , except as they relate to- thy enfoy- } 


‘a Land ef palpable darknefs. Yonder twinkling Stats, that fhining | 


ftceets of che earth : But lictle doft chou know (ah little indeed) 
the glory and bleffed ‘mirth chat is within / Doft thou love for 
fuitableriefS ? why what péHon more fuitable then Chrift ? Ris | 
Godhead, his manhood, his Hig freenels, his willingness, 
his conftancy,do afl proclaime him chy moft fuicable friend. What} 
{tate mofe fuitable co thy mifery , chen that of mercy ? or to thy 
finfufnefs and bafenefs, then that of honor and perfection? What 
plate more fhirablé ro thee then heaven ? Thou haft had 2 faffic- 
ent t i of this world : thow finde icagree with thy natare 
or defires ? ate thefe conimion abominations, thefe heavy faffer- 
ings, thefe unfatisfying vanities fuitable to thee ?. of doft thou love 
for intereft and neer relation? Why where haft chou better inte- 
reft then in heaven ? ot where haft thou neerer relation then there? 
Doft chow love for acquaintance and familiarity ? Why thongh 
thine eyes have never feen thy Lord , yet he is nevegthe farther 
from thee ; If chy fon were blinde; yethe wonld love thee his 
father, chough hencver faw thee; Thou haftheard the voice of 
hrift to thy very heare, thou haft réceived his benefits; thon 
haft lived in his bofome,and art thou not yet acquainted with him ? 
It is he that brought thee feafonably se fafety into the world : 
Ie is he that nurfed chee up in thy tender infancy , and helped chee 
when thou couldft not hefp thy felf: He taught thee to go, ro 
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faweft into heaven :. Haft thou forgotten fince thy heart was cares 
fefs, and he did quicken it ? and hard and ftubborn, and-he did 
foften it, and made it yeeld 2 when it was at peace, and he did | 


did heal it again ? Haft chou forgotten the time , nay the many, | 
very many times, when he found thee in fecret afl in tears; wher! 
he heard thy dolorous fighes and groans; and left all co come 
and comfort thee ? when he came in upon thee, and cook thee up, 
as it were ib his armes, and asked thee, Poor foul, what doth. 
thee ? doft thou weep, when I have wept fo much? Be‘of good | 
“ |eheer ; thy wounds are faving, and not deadly. Icis I that have f 
* Iwnade them, who mean thee nohurt , Though I let out thy bloed, 
’ 1 Twill not fet ont thy life. Sd 
‘Ome thinks I remember yet his voice, and feel chofe embracing. 
armes that €ook me up , How gently did he handle me | how care- 
fully did he drefs my wounds and binde chem up! Me thinke! 
Hear him ftifl faying to me, Poor finner,though thou haft dealt an- 
kindly with me, and caft me off; yec will not ¥ do fo by thee ; 
though chou haft ier. light by me and alf my mercies, yet both! 
and Allare thine; what wouldftthouhave, that Ican give shee ? 
and what doft thou want that I cannot give thee ? Ifany thing I 
have will pleafure thee, thon fhalt have it ; If any thing in heaven 
or earth will make the ha: pawhy it toall chine own; Wouldht thou 
fave pardon? thou ret ave it, Ifreely forgive thee all the 
debtw. wouldft thon have grace and peace ? thou fhalt have them 
both ; wouldft chon have my felf ? why, beheld, Iam thine, thy 
friend, thy Lord, thy brother, thy husband, and thy head ; would 
thou have the Father? why I will bring thee to him; and thou 
fhalt have him in and by me.———-Thefe were myLords reviving 
words ; Thefe were the meleing , healing , raifing, quickening 
paffages of love. Afterall this, when I was doubrful of his love ;, 
me thinks I yec remember his overcoming and convincing Argn- 
ments.——-Why finner, have I done fo much to teftifie my Love, 
and yer doft thou doabe ? Have I made thy believing it, the condi- 
tion of enjoying it, and yet doft chou doubt ?. Have I offered 
thee my felf and love fo long, and yet doft thou queftion my will- 
ingnefs to be chine? VVhy what couldI have done more then I) 
have done? At what dearer rate fhould [tell thee shat I sove | 
thee ? Read yet the ftory of my te paffion, wilt thor not be+ 
) 4 s 


trouble ic? and whole, till he did break it? and broken, tilt he | 


lieve 
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lieve that it proceeded fromiove? Did I ever give.thee. canfe co | 
he fo jealous.of me? Ofco chink.fo hardly of me, as rhoudoft 2. 


Have I:made my {elf ia the. Gofpel, a Lyon to,thine éaemies,and 


Lamb tothee, and doftchou fo. over-look my Lamb like mature? 
Have I fec mine acms.and heart there open to thee, and .wilc chou 
not believe bur chey are fhuc?.why; if I had been willing-to lec 
thee peri(b, 1 could have done it at a cheaper rate,what need Jf chen 
have done and fuffered fo much > what need J fallow thee wih fo 
long patience. and. — what doft thou-tellme of thy 
r me:and chee? and why doft chou 

foolifhly-eel| me of chy unworthinefs, and chy fin? Thad not died, 
if man had not finned ? if chou were nor a finner, thou wert nat for 
| me ; if thon wert worthy chy felf, what fhouldft cheu do wich my 
worthinefs? Did I ever invite the worthy and the righteous? or did 


| Dever fave or juftifie fuch? or is there any fuch on careh,? Haft chon | 


hath been found of thee in the Congregation, in chy hoafe,in thy 
— | waking nights, in chy.deepelt dangers. O if bouncy and compalli | 


nothing? art thou loft and miferabler arc thou helplefs and for- | 
lorn ? doft thou believe chat I am a fufficient Saviour > and wouldft | 
thon have me? why chen take me, Lo, Iam thine; if thon be wil- | 
ling I am willing, and neither fin nor devils (hall beeak phe 
match, heed teas. 
 Thefe, O thefe were the bleffled words, which his Spirie from | 
his Gofpcl fpoke unto me,-till he made me. caft my felf athisfeer, ) 


| eae arms, anditocry out, My: Saviour and my Lord> Thou | 


broke my heart, choo haft revived. my-hearg, chou ha{kt-oyer- | 
come, thou haft wone my heart, take it, it ip chine. 1f fuch-a beart 
-can pleafe thee, cake it, ifc cannot, make jt fuch as then would 


_phave it; -—Thus, O my foul, maift chou remember che {weer | 


familiarity thou haft had with Carift; cherefore if acquaintance 
will caute aff: ction, O then let our chy heart unzo him; te jghe that’ 


- | hath Rood by chy bed officknefs, thar hath cooled thy heats, and | 


gaicd thy pains, and refrefhed. chy wearinefs, and semoved ity 
fears ; He hach been always ready, when thou haft earneftly fought | 
him; tre hath given thee the meeting in publike and in private ; he. 


chamber, inthe field, in the way as chou watt walking; in’ ghy | 


on be an. attractive of Love, how unmeafurably chen am J bound | 
to hove him ? All che mercies that haye filled up my life, do tell me: 


“| this, ail the places chat eyer-Idid abide in, all che {Ocicties gnd | 


perfons ' 
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perfons that J have had to deal with, every condition of life that! 


have paffed through, all my imployments; and all my relations, 
every change chat hath befaln me, all tell me, That che Founcain ts 
Over flowing Goodne{s.——— Lord, what a fumm of love am 1 ins 
debted to thee? and how doth my debt continually tncreafe > 


how fhould I love again for fo mach love 2 Bue what 2° thall I dare 


to think of making thee requital ? or of recompencing all thy love 


with mine ! will my mice requite thee for thy goldem Mines ? my - 
fEldom withes for thy conftanc bounty %or mine which is nothing | 
or not mine, for thine which is infinite and chine own > fhall I. 


Gare to contend in love with thee 2 or fec my borrowed languid 
| apainft che Bfement and Sun of Love / Can I fove as high, as 
eep, as broad;as long * as Love it felf?as much as he that made me? 


and that made me love? that gave me all that lictfe which I have >’ 
both the heart, che hearth where ‘it is kindled, the bellows, the. 
fire, the fuel, and afl-were his : As I cannor match thee jn che: 


works of thy Power; nor make, nor preferve,nor guide the worlds; 


fo why thouldI chink any moreof matching thee in Love 2-No, 
Lord,I yield;{ am unable, I am overcome; O blefled conqueft ! Go, 


on vitorioufly, and ftill prevail, and triumph in thy love: The Cap-| 
tive of Love, (hall proclaim thy victory ; when chow -leadeft me in’ 


| triumph from Earth toHeaven, from Death to Life, fromthe Tri-' 
‘buna! to the Throne, my ‘felf, and all that fee tt, fhallacknowledg: 


‘thae chow haft prevalléd; and all hall fay, Behold how he love 


him. ——— ¥er ‘let ine love thee in fubjetion to thy Love, as thy | 


redeemed Captive,though. nor thy Peer; (hall I not love avail bes 


‘| caufe Icannot reach thy meafure? or at leaft, let me heartily with to 
Jovethee, O chat I were able !O that I could feelingly fay, Idove 
‘| thee | even as] feel love my friend,and my felf/Lord,that [could 


do it / but alas, I cannot, fain I would, but alas, I'cannot.- Would 


TI not love: thee, if I. were but able 2 Though I cannot fay as thy 


Apoltle, Thon :hnoweft thar I Love thee, yet cam I fay, Lord, thou 
knoweft thar I would love thee; but-I {ped nor thisto excufe my. 


‘fault, it isacrime that admits of no excufe, and it is my own, 


it dwelleth as neex me as my very heart; if my heart be 
my own, this fin-is my own,’ yezand more my own thea my 
heast is, ——Lord, what fhall chis finner do ? the fault is. my-own, 
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* Duemadme- 
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rum, equalem 
angelis digni- | 
Latem, Puram, 
perfectamque 
glovie quam 
nune in {pectin 
lis & anigua~ 
tibus cernis 


Sontemplationees ; quod faklus es filins pei gaberes chrifi (audattes dicem) & Dew ipfe. Nazianzen. 


in orat.de pauper. amand. ce. 
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1 and pec I cannot help its J am angry with my hears chat jr doth noe 
| love chee, and yet I feol ic love thee never the more ; I frown up 
) on ie, and ver it cares not, I shreaten it, Qutic doth nor fecl, | 
| chide it,and-yet.it doth not mend, .reafon wich iz, andagquld fain 
perfwade ie, and yet Ido nor perceive icftic, I rege it pp asa car- 
kafs upon ics legs, but ic acither goes nor ftands, J rab and chafe ic 
in the nfe of chine Ordinances, and yee I feel it not warm within 
nee, —O miferable man that I am -—-unwerthy foul! is not thine 
eyenow upon the onely lovely abject and art thou not heholding 
the ravifhing-glory of che Saints? and yet dof thou not love2.and 
yet doft thou not feel the fire:break forth ? why, are thou not a foul? 
a living fpirit? and is nat shy dove the choiceft piece of thy life? Arc 
thou hot a rational foul ? aod fhouldft nor thou love according to 
| Reafons condu&? and doth ic not tell chee, that allis dirt and dung |. 
| to-Chrift > that earth is a dungeon co éheceleftial glory ?-Arc thou 
not aefpiric thy-felf ? and fhoulft chou-nat ilove {pinspally 2 even 
| Gods who isa Spirit, and the Father of Spirits? Dogh not every 
‘| creature love their like? why, imy foul ? ast thou liketo fleth s or 
| gold2 or ftately buildings? art chou like -to,meat and drink, or 
* 2) cloathes? -wilc. chou Jove.no higher then; why horfe ar ‘fusing 2. halt 
{thou nothing better to -love then they * whet is thebegucy thar 
| thou haft-fo admired ?-canft thou not even:wink or chink. jt all into 
-darknefs or deformity? when-the night comes, it is nothing to 
‘thee, while thou halt gazed on it, ichath withered away.3.a ,Botgh 
_[or Seab , the, wrinkles of ,confuming-Gcknefs, or ofage, do make 
“Tit as loathfom as.it was before delightful ;-Gappofe but that thou 
'} faweft chat beautiful .carcafs lying on -the Bier, or;rotting in the 
| grave, theskull dig’dup, and the'bonesfcazrered ; where is,now 
thy lovely.obje&t ? couldtt thow fiweetly embrace ix, whenshe fopl 
‘18 gone, of take any pleafure in it,. when there is norhing left.thats 
like thy felf? Ab, why .then doit shou layed, and 
‘cantt'love no more the heavenly :Gtory, ? \Nhat .sainkeft .chou? 
fhale thou love when€hou .comeft. here? whenghou feck 2 when 
thou doftesjoy.? when the Lord fhall- take ‘thy ¢carcafs from. che 
rave, -and: make thee. fhine as the Sun in.glory, .-and when chou 
thale everlaftingly dwell -in- the. bleffed prefence? fhale shoo 
_{then-teve, or fhalc: chou- not? ‘tsiaat the place, a_meeging of 
| lovers ? ig not the life a ftace of love? isit not the great marriage 
day of the Lamb * when he wif! embrace and ‘entertain his Spoate 
| os wmich 


es 


- 


| unreafonable, much more in the approach of thelightof Glory :. 


[the icon gates & bars that have kept thee in,chae chou couldft fearce 
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with love? is fot che imployment thereche -work.of fove ? where] | 
che fouls with Chrift do cake'their: full: © chet, ity foal, begin ity Cane. 5 8 
‘here ; be fick of fove'now, that thou-maift be well-with love theres}. 
keep thy felf now in the love of God: (Pade 21): and lec neither. 
Kife nor‘death, nor uny ching feparave-chea-feom it, and thou thalt , Rom’. 35. 
be keps in the fulnefs of love for evér, and. nothing fhall-imbiecer. | 
or abare thy pleafure, for the Lord hath prepared a-city.of love, a} 
place for the communicating of ‘love to his chofen, and thofe. 
that love his Name (hall dwell chere;:P/4/-69.36. 7 

Awake then,.O my drowfie foal !:who but an Owl or Mole: Ja: 
would. love this worlds uncomfortable darknefs, when. they are 
called forch to livein light? co fleep under the light of Grace is. 


The nighic ofchy ignorance and mifery is paft, the day of glogious/ 
Lighe is ac hand, this isthe day-break betwixt them both : Though 
thou fee not yet the Sanit felfappear, methinks che twilight | 
of 2 promife fhould revive'thee / Comie forth then, O my dull con- 
gealed fpirits !and leave thefe earthly. Cels of dumpith fadnefsfand| -: > 
hear thy Lord that bids thee Rejgyce, and again Rejoyce ; thou | 
haft lain here long enough in thy prifon of flefh, where Satan hath 
been thy Jaylor, and the things of chis world have been the Stocks 
for the feet of thy affections, where cares have been thy Irons, 
and fears chy Scourge, andthe bread and water of AffliRion thy 
food, where forrows have been thy lodging, and thy fins and foes 
have made the bed, and acarnal, hard,unbelieving heart have been 


have leave to look through the Lattices, and fee one glimpfe of the 
immortal light : The Angel of the Covenant now calls thee, and 
{trikes thee, and bids thee Arife and follow him-up, O my foul,and ; 
cheerfully obey, and. thy bolrs and bars thall ali fy open; do thou | 
obcy, and all will obey : follow the Lamb which way ever hé leads 
thee ; Art chow afraid becaufe chowknowlt not whither ?*Can the 
lace be worfe then where thou art ? Shouldft chou fear to follow 
uch a guide? Can che Sun lead thee to a tate of darkne{s? or can he 
miflead thee that is the light of every man that cometh into the 
world? will he lead thee ro death, who died to fave thee from it? or 
exn he do thee any hurtywho for chy fake did {affer fo much 2 follow 
him, and he wil! fhew thee the Paradife of God, he will give thee a | 
fight of the New Fersfatem, he will give thee a tafte of the Tree of ! 
| Mmmmm Life: - 


| Life : Sit no longer then by che fire of earthly common comfoges,. 

- bwhether che cold of pace fears arid forrows dif drive thee; thy 
| Winter is paft,and wile chou hone chy felf fill in earthly thoughts, 
and confine thy felf to drooping and duinefs ? even the filly Flies 
will feave.their holes wien che Winter is over, and che Sun draws 

| neer thems the Ants will(tir, che Fithes rife, the Birds will fing, 
+ > 1ghe earth look green, and all with joyfi! note will tell thee the |. 
: Spring is come; Come forth then, O my drooping foul, and 
lay afide thy. Winter mourning Robes, let it be feen in thy be 
lieving Joyes and Praife, chat the day is appearing, and che Spring 
is come ; and as ‘now chou feck chy comforts green, thou fhak 
fhostly fee them. white and ripe for Harvelt ; end then thou who 
art tow called forth co fee and alte, fhalt be called forth co reap, 
and gather, and take poficffion. Shall I fulpend and delay my 
_| joyestill then ? fhould noe the joyes of the Spring gobefore the 
joyes of -Harvett 2. Is Fitle nothing before poflefion? Isthe heir 

| in ao better a ftare then theflave?: My Lard hath rarght me ro re- 
| joyce inhope. of his glory ,-and.to fee it thorow the bars of a 
Prifon': andeven wheal am perkcured fos rightcoufnels fake, 
when am reviled, and all manner of evil fayings ave faid againft 
1 me fallly for his fake, then hach he commended me to rejoyce and 
be exceeding glad, becaufe of this my graat reward in Heaven. 

: How: juitly is an unbelieving heart pofleffed by forrow, and made 
a prey to cares and feacs, wien it {elf dech creare them , and chruft 
away its offered peace and joy? I know it is che pleafure o£ my 
:bounteous Lord, that none of his family fhould want for Comfort: 
nor live fuch a poor, and miferable life, nor look wicxfuch 3 fam- 
ifhed dejected face: Tknow fe would have my joyes exceed my 
forrowes ; And as muchas he delighreth in the humble and con- 
trite, yet doth he more deligat in the foal asic delighteth in him: 
+E know he caketh ao pleafure ia my felf- procured fadnef&s; nor 
would he.call on me to weep or mourn, but that it is the only 
way to thefe delights. Would I fpread the Table before my gueft, 
and bring him forth my beft provition, and bid him fir down, and 
eat and welcome, if [didnot unfeignedly defire he fhoulddo 
fo ? Hath my Lord {pread mea table in this Wildernels, and fis. 
nifhed it with the promifes of Everlaftiag Glory , and fer before 
[ame Angels food, and broched for me the fide of his beloved Son, 
that I might have a. berter winethenthe blood of the Grape? 


8o4 


| feronifeed me co chat.end with reafor, and faith, and.a rejo 


. | charge him wich thy uncomfortable heavinefs ; who offereth thee 
—|.God beftow. Doth he nor bid thee delight thy folf in che Lord.? 


| Thon muft give me a ftomack aswell ae meat. Thon hgit fec che 
J them; Lamfick,and cannot reliththem.; J am fo beoudinied yiac 
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Dothhe-fo freqgently and importenately invite me co ‘Ge dow 
and deaw Forth by fateh, and feed,-and fpare noe? Nay hath he 


idifpofttion ? And yet is it poffitile thac he frould be gnevisbag of 
{ my joyes? Never chink ic, O-my unbelievieg fouls nor darcto 


the forerafte of the higheft delights, that heaven.doth afford, and 


‘and promife to give thee. then ehe.defires of thy heare ? Hath he 
‘not charged thee to rejayce ¢vermore ?' Yea tofing aloud, and 
{hoot for joy? Pyal. 47.3. Why fhonld 1 then draw back dif- 
couraged ? My God is willing, tf I were but willing. ‘He isde-| | 
‘lighced in:my delights. He would faine have it my conftant frame, 
and daily bufinefs, to be neer co him in my believing Meditations; 

dco'live in the fweerelt choughts of his. goodpeis;: and to be al- 
ways delighting my fonl inhimiel£ O-biefted werk / Employment 
fit for che fons of God ! a re oa 
- But, ah my j.ord, chy feaft is nothing:to-me without an appetite = 


daincles of heaven before me, but alas, 1 amdlinde,ahd cannot fee 


L cannot.pat'forch ahand co cake them... What‘isthe glory of Sun 
-and Moun toaclod of earth? Thou knowelt I need thy fibjoBive | 
grace, aswell agthine objeétive , and chat thy works uponmiag| 
own diftempered foul, isnot the {malleft part of my falvation. -: 1 
thérefore humbly beg this grace, tharas thea halt opened heaven 
naco me in thy bleffed word, fo thorwouldeft-opien mine eyes to 
fee it, ‘and my heart to affedt it: elfe heaven will be no heaven to 
me. AwakethereforeO thon Spirit of Life, and breath upon thy 
Gracs inme.; blew upon the garden of my hearc, that-ehe {pices 
thercof.may flow.out ;:Letmy beloved: come inro his: gardenand 
eat hs pleafanefooitk (esr. 4.16.) Andtake me by che hand, : 
atrd: lift me ep from earth to ehy:felf; yet I mayifeech ove walkin f° °C 
the garden of glory, and fee by: Faich whac chou haft laid-apfor a 
them that lovethec and wait for thee. - oe eo 

Away then you foul~tormenting-cares and fears / Away you 1m- 
: obs hearc- vexing forrows |. At teaft forbear me.a liccle while 
ftaad by, add trouble not sy -afpiring foul; ftay bere below,| 
whilcft f go up, and fee my The way is ftraage to me, but 
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A 
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moe to. Chrift: iter hat heehee is glorio 
| dettie; “And: thither hath he. alfo broughe his aflumed glorified 
wri aie : 


win. *Te was his worleco parchafe ic ; ic is his Wo e| 

and vo prepart ine for it; and co'bring me to it. The Erernat God 

‘oberdtiy hath ‘given me his: Ls IS Oat 

"me, that believing in Chrift Fthall not peri 

jung life. Thither thaltmy fo {pe 
'| very fhostly follow: Icis not {o far. but he that is 


: : 2 > and 
tb thob h:thouw enwy all mhy-comforis, yer {0 ight of thee, 
a3 3. Buc were it noc for t ce, what a- 
would (hine 
ight be as familiar thete as Jam on 


3 Tim: 2. 19, 
Rev.13,8.asid 
18, 


, yét took higher then thot cyescan fee 
into'that foundatwr Which ftandeth: fare ; and fee th 
golden letters written before the foundations of the 
Luke 10, 20, | book of life of the flain Lamb, | 


fhould tell thee, that there js a manfion prepared 
: thall-certaialy be thine own sand. th 
_| Would noe fuch a ‘meffage make thee glad? And ¢ 


"| fight of the infallible word of Promifes, which were delivered by 
ie the 


ry 
. 
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the fpirit, and by che Son himfelf ? Sappofe thon badft feen a fiery | # King. 2, ar. 
chariot come forthee , and fetch thee up c® Heaven like Elias | : 
would not this rejoyce thee ?. Why, my Lord hath acquainted me, 

and affured me, that the foul of a Lazarus, a begger, goes not 

forth of its corrupted flefh , but a Convoy of Angels are ready to 

attend it, and bring it co the comfortsin Abrabams bofome.. Shall 

a drunkard be fo merry among his cups? and a glutton in his deli- 

cious fare? and the proud in his bravery and dignity? and the 

luftful wanton ih the enjoyment of his mate? And fhall nor I re- 

joyce who mutt fhortly be in Heaven 2? How glad ts volupruous 

youth of their playtimes and holydayes  VVhy, in Heaven I thall 

have an everlafting Holyday of Pleafure.. Can meat and drink 

delight me when I bunger and chirft? CanI finde pleafure in 

walks and gardens and convenienc dwellings? Can beaureous 

fishts delight mine eyes? and odors my {mell? and melody 

mine ears? And (hall not the forethought of the Celeftial blifs de- 

light me 2. my beatt is glad of his frefh pafture,and his liberry,and 

his Reft: And fhall not I? i be delight have I found in my pri- 

vate ftudies, efpecially when they have profpered to the increafe 

of my knowledg ! methinks I could bid the world farewel , and] - 

immure my felfamong my books, and look forth no more (were 

ita lawful courte ) but(as Heinfins in his Library at Leyden’ (hut the 

doors upon me, and as-in che lap of Eternity, among thofe divine 

fouts , imploy. my felf in fweet content, and pitty the richand 

great ones that know not this happinefs, Sure then itis a high de- 

light indeed , which in the true lap of Eternity is enjoyed! If 

Lipfixe choughe when he did but read Seneca, that he was everl up- 

on Olympus top, above mortality and humane things : -V Vhata 

cafe fhall 1 be in when Iam beholding Chrift ? If falins Scaliger 

thoughe twelve verfes in Lucan better then the whole German | 

Empire. What fhallI think mine inheritance worth? Ifthe Ma- | reer. diggs 
thematicks alone are fo delectable, thae their ftudents do profels prafat. ad per. 
that they fhould think ‘ic {weet to liveand dye in hofe ftudies :'| pee progeeg. 
How delectable then will my life be, when I fhall fully and clear- 
ly know chofe things , which the meft learned do now know but 
3 doubtfully and darkly ? In one ‘hour fhall I fee. all difficulties 
 |vanith; and all my doubts in Phyficks, Metaphylicks, Politicks, 
Medicine,g-cdball be refolved ; fo happy are the ftudents of thac 
Univerfity. Yea all the depths in divinity will be uncovered to 
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“fT me, and alt the difficult knots untyed ; and the book unfealed, | 
_and mine eyesopencll. For in knowing God"; I (hall koow ail 
‘things, chat are fit or good for the creatureto know, There (ass. 
| menéus attcmpt is perfected ; -and all che: ferences aeduced co anr. 
Seneca thought, that he that lived without books , was buc buried 
alive : But had he known what itis to chjoy Ged in gtory, he 
would have faid indeed, that telve without him, iscobe buried 
alive in hell. : te. te 

Hf eApollonins travelied into Achiopia and Petfia cocen- 
fol with the learned there : And if Pleo and Pyebagorar ieft 
"| their country to fee thofe wife Egyptian Pricts : And if (2s 
Hieroms faith) many travelled chouland mifes to fee and {peak 
with eloquent Livy : And if the queen of Sheba. came from Exhi- 
opia to hear the wdone of Solomon, and fee his gfory ; Ohow 

adly fhould I leave this Conntrey ! how cheerfully thould I pags 
ee earth to Heaven ! to feethe plory of that Hrernal Majelty ; 
and to attain my (elf that height of wifdenyin comparifon of which 
the moft learnedon earth, are but filly, bruititth fools and Edeors 
If Bernard were {fo ravifhed with che delights-of his Monaftery 
(where he lived in povercy, without the common pleafures of rhe 
world ) becanfe of itsgreen banks, and thady bowers, and hesbes 
and trees, and-various objects to feed the eyes,and ‘fragrant fmels, 
and fweet and various tunes of Birds , together with the epporw 
nity of devout contemplations, that he cryes out im admiration, 
| Lord, .VVhat abundance of delights doft chou provide , even for 
the poor? How then fhould Ibe ravifhed with the defeniprion 
of the ConrtofHeaven? where in ftead ef hearbsand trees and 
birds and bowers, I fhall enjoy God and my Redeemer, Angels, 
Saints, and wnexpreffible pleafares ? and cherefore fhould with 
moreadmiration cry our, Lord, what delightshaft chon provided, 
for us miferableand unworthy wretches that waits for thee! Hf 
"| fhe heaven of gtafs which the Perfan 'Emperdt framed, were fo 

"| gfortons a piece : and the heaven of filver which the Emperor 
Ferdinand lent to the great Turk; becanfe of their rare arti- 
ficial reprefentations and motions; VVhat will the Heaven 
of Heavens then be? which is not formed by the Act of mon, 
nor beautified fike thete childith' royes; but is the matchicts 
Padflace of the great King , ‘buile by him@lf for the refidenee 
of his glory, and the perpetual entertainmene-of his betoved 


Saints. | 
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Saints. Canapoor deluded (Alabousetan rejoyce in expe@ation 
of a feigned fenfual Paradife And Chall fiot I rejoyce in expe@ae 
tion ef a certain Glory ? If the honor of the ambitious, or che 


-wealth of the covetous perfon | - week. 
a ¥ ae Th’ Empyreal Pallace , where th’ eternal Treafures 

do increafe ‘ 7 heart ts suse Of Near How ; where everlafting pleafures 

up with his eftate, as a Doate Are nes up, where an immertal May my 


that rifech with the rifing ef the In blisfal beauties flourithcah for aye: 


water: Ifthey have bura little Where life Mill lives: where God his Sines held’s 


more lands or money then their Environd round with Seraphins, and fouls 1 
: Boughr with his pretious blood, whofe glorions gi 
acighbors, how calily may you Yeh nopnted certh above the heavens ee a 


fee it in their countenance and 


carriage ? How high do they look ? how big do they fpeak? how 
“| fharely and lofcily do they demean themfelves 2 And fhali nor the 
» ‘tT heavenly loftinefs and height of my fpirit, difcover my title co 
this promifed land ? fhall 1 be the adopted Son of God, and eo- 


heir with Chrift of that blefled inhericance, and daily look when 
Tam put into poffeffion 2? and thall not this be feen in my joyful 
countenance? What if God had made me commander of the 
earth? What if the mountaing would remove at my command ? 
What if T could heal all difeafes with a word or a tonch ? Whar if. 
the infernal fpirits were all at my command ? Should I not rejoyee 
in {uch priviledges and honors as thefe? yet is it my Saviours com- 
mand , not to rejoyce that the divels are fubject co us : but in this 
to rejoyce , that our names are written in heaven. | 
I cannot here enjoy my parents, or my neer and beloved friends 
without foo delight : efpecially when I did too freely let out nv 
affections to my friend, how fweet was that very exercife of my- 
love ! O what willic then be co live in the perpetual love of God ! 
For brethren hese to live together in Unity, how good and pleaf- 


ast athingisit ? To {cea family live in love : husband, wife, pa. | 


rents, children, feryants, doing all in love ro one another ; To fee 2 
Town live sogether in love, without any envyings,brawlings,heart- 
burnings or contentions, feornes law. faics, factions or divifions ; 
bur every man loving his neighbor astimfelf, and thinking they 


_| can never do teo much for one another, bur {triving to g0 beyond 
_ eachother in love; Ohow happy and deledtable a fight is chis ? 


O fweereft bands (faith Sewece) which binde fo happify chat thofe 
that are fo bound , do love their binders, and defire ftillto be 


bound more clofely , and even reduced into one | O then, — ; 
. ¢C aca! 


| 809. 
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_. | Bleffed fociety will be the Family of Heaven 2 and thof¢ peaceable 
_, )Ywhabicanes of che New Feru/alem? where is no divifion,gor diffimi- 
| fiedde, nor differirig Judgments, nor difaffetion, nor {trangenefs, 
“| nor deceitful friendfhip, never an’angry thought or look, never a 
aM cutting unkinde expreffion, bur all are one in Chrift, who is one 
Eraf_Apotbeg. | With che Father, and live in the love of Love himfelf ? ‘(ato could 
Animaeft abi} fay, That the foul of a Lover dwelleth in the perfon whom he 
amat, nn ubi | oveth; and therefore we fay, The foul is not more where it liveth 
animat. -| and enlighreneth then where it loveth. How neer chen willmy 
- | foul be clofed to God, and how fweet muatt.thae conjunction 
be, when I thalffo heartily, ftrongly, and unceffantly love him ? 
As the Bee fies fucking and fatiacing her felf with the fweet- 
nefs of the Flower or rather as the childe lies fucking the Mo~ 
— 4} chers breft, inclofed in her arms, and fitting in herlap ; even fo 
(hall my loving foul be ftill feeding on the fweernefs of the God of 
Love. Ah wretched, fefhly, unbelieving heart! chat can think of 
fuch a day, and work, and life as this, with fo low and dull and 
feeble joyes { But my enjoying Joyes willbe morelively, 
~ How deleable ts it co me to tachold and ftudy thele inferior 
- | works ofGod ?.to read thofe Anatomical Lectures of Dx Bartas 
"| gpom this great diflected body * what a beaitifal fabrick is chis 
-| great houfe which here we‘dwell in > The foor fo dreft wich vari- 
ous Herbs, and Flowrs; and Trees, and watered with Springs and 
Rivers, and Seas! che roof fo wide expanded t fo admirably adorn- 
ed {. Stich aftonifhing workmanship in every part ! The ftudies of 
anhundred Ages more ( ifthe world fhould faft fo long ) ‘would 
not difcover the myfteries of divine skill, which are'to be found in 
} the narrow compifs of our bodies: What Anatomift is nota- 
mazed in his Search and: Obfervations 2 What wonders then do 
Sun, and--Moon, and Scars, and Orbs, and Seas, arid’ VVindes, 
-| and Fire, and Aire, and Earth, ec. afford us! And hath God pre- 
| pared fuch a houfe for our filly finful corruptible ficth ! and for 4 
_ | font imprifqned' and doth he beftow fo many millions of wonder 
| futrarities, even upon his enemies ! O then what a dwelling mutt 
- | that-needs be; which he prepareth for pure, refined, fpiricual, 
gtosied ones / and which he will beftow onely upon his dearly be- 
loved children, whom he hath chofen our, to makc his mercy on 
them gloritied andadmired ! As far as.our-perfcAed glorified bo- 
_| dies will excel chis frail and corrupiible fleth fofar wil the gtory of 
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the New 7ers/a/em exceed all the prefenc’ gloty of the creatures: 
The change upon our Manfion, will be proportionable co the 
change upon our felves. Arife then,O my foul, by thefe fteps;in chy 
Contemplation | and let thy thoughts of that glory:(were it poffi- 
bie ) astar in {weernels exceed thy thonghts of the excellenciey 
below : Fear not to go out of this body, and this world, when chou 
muft make fo happy a change as this; but fay, as Zaingerue when 
he was dying ("I am glad, and even leap for joy, chat at laftche 
time is come wherein that, even that mighty Jehovah, whofe Ma- 
jefty in'my fearch of Nature J] have admired, whofe Goodnefs I 
have adored, whom in faith I have defired, whom I have fighed for, 
will now fhew himfelf'to me face to face. ] ‘And let that be the un- 
fained fenfe of thy heart, which Camerarins left in his V Vill (hould 
be written on hisMonumente ; Vita mshi mors eft, mors mili vita 
wove eft ; Life is to me a Death, Death is to mea new Life. ‘ 
- Moreover, how wonderful and excellent are the works of Pro- 
vidence eyen in this life? to fee the great God toengage himéelf, 
and fet awork his Atcributes for the fafety and advancement’ of a 
few humble,: defpicable, praying perfons! O what a joyfal time 
willic then be, when fo much Love and Mercy, and VVifdem, 
and Power, and Truth fhail be manifefted and: glerified in the 
Saints glorification? | - ; 1 * 1 bi ad faciem vi- 
How delightful is it to my foul, to review the workings of Pro- | feadum exhie 
vidence for my felf ? and to read over the Records and Catalogues | 4eit.Melchior 
of thofe fpecial mercies wherewith my life hath-been adorned and oe ae 
fweetned ? How oft have my prayers been heard, and my tears re- | suse medico. 
garded 2 and my groaning sroubled foul relieved ? and my Lord| rum. pag.416, 
hath bid me, Be of good cheer ? He hath healed me, when inre- | 
fpect of. means I was uncurable: He hath helpcd me when I was: | 
helplefs: In the midft of my fapplications: hach he eafed and re- 
vived me « He hath taken me up from my knees, and from the duft | 
where. have.lain in forrow-and defpatr, even the cries which have | 
been accafioned by diftruft, hath he regarded 3 what’ a fuppore are |, 
thefe experiences ro my fearful unbelieving heart ? Thefe clear: |, 
Tcftimonies of my Fathers Love, do put life into my afflicted |: 
drooping {pirit. 7 i -, ay 
O then, what a bfeffed day will that be, when E fhall have all-|_ 
mercy, perfection of mercy, nothing but mercy, and fully tnjoy the'| 
Lord OE Mercy himfelf ! When I thall ftand on.the (hore, and look: | 
: a y Nannon back ” 
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Algue adce ex- 
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‘haskupen the raging Sess. which Ihave Bfely paffed ! whem I fhall 
|: | ine fake and fall poffefion of glory, Jeek back spon alh my peas 
-f and towbles and.fearesand.cears;, and aponall the mercies: which 
[These seeotved say chen fhall behold the glory enjoyed chere which 
was che Bad ofall chis !-O. what.a bleffed view will chat be/-O glo- 
rions profpe@ which J hall have. on, the celeftial srqun Zion / 
Isit poGiibse that thera fhould be any defcA of joy a ar my heart 
not railed when I asa fo: ratfed-? Ikane.drep of ditely fanh were 
| mtaed: with thefe confiderattons, Q what werk they woald make 
_ | ine beeft | apd whate Heaven -ravifhed heart, thoufd J casry 
| within me! Faine wonkd I believe; Logd helpmyruabekef...  - 
_Yet-fuacher, confides O ray foul, How fete have the very ordi. 
| gaaces béen wato. thee? Was saptures.helt cheu*had in prayer 
| and under heaverd¢ Sermans.? What gladnels ia dapes.ok thagk£ 


_ | gtving, after eminent. deliverences, ro the Charck or to thy feff? 


Whacdelighe do-Finde in the fweet fuciety.o8 the Sataps 2 Tabe 
among: my bumble faithful neighbors and friends? Bo jayne 
| with thom. in the frequent worhip of God-?. To fee their 
growth end ftabily and foundeefe of undertanding ?. To ke 

| thofe daily added. eo che Church which fhall be faved 2 O. then 
. | what datigtic (hall I eave, £0 fee:the perfected Chusch in Heaven? 
jand co joyne with thefe and all the Saints. in anosher kipde 


| of warlhip then we cam here-conceive of? How fweegissit to 


joyacin the high praifes of God in the folemn-affembkics ?, Heavy 
giad-have Iibeen to goup co the houle of Gad? Efpecially after 


ele: tong: reltrajat by ficknefs , when I have-been a8 Hexekiah, releal- 
_ fed, and readmured, to,joyne with che people of God and to fer 


| forth che praifes-of my greas deliverer? How {weet is my work 
‘in Preaching the Gofpel, aad inviting finners te.the marriage 
f feat of the, Lamb ?. aod opening te. chem the creafures of free 
‘| Grace Bipecially when God bleffech my, endeavors with. plen- 
itg¢ong {nece(s, and giveth me. to; fee the fruic of my labors.: even 
ithis alone hath-been a greater.joy to my heart, phacif.I had been 
_ fimade the Lord of ajlehe richeswncarth  . | | 
'.{' O bow.ean my-heage then conceive-that joy, which] (hall have in 
| my admittance into the Celeftial Temple, and into the Heavenly 
| Hreft, chac (hall donething: but praife theLord.for ever: When 
we fhall fay ta Chrift, Here am I; and the children thon hadt given 
| mea; and whea Chrilt fhall profane us all co his Facher, and all are 
3 fos tee | athered 


| Igo to fee.one of thofe bieffed Angels which appeared to Abrabam, 
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gathered, and che Body. compleated 4 If the very Word of Gad] 
were {weeter te fob chen bie nceefary food; .and to ferenby,- was 
the'very joy and rejoycing of hisheart; and to David, was(weeter 
then the Hony and:‘tonicomb ; ferhac he cryeth our, O baw I love 
thy Law! it is my meditation continually: and if thy Law had nor’ 
been my detivh, I had perifoed i-ney wwonbles. O then how bleffed 
aday willchac be, when we fully enjoy the Lord of chis Word ! 


fhalt-inftead of thefe fove-fegeers , enjoy our: beloved ; and in | 


read no book but the face of che plorious God .| How far would. 


to Lot, td Fobm &c. Or co fpeak-with Hewoch or Edius orang 
Saint, who had lived wich God ? efpecially if he would refolve all 


Saints‘and Angels, and to. fee and poffeffe as well as they? ‘Ie is 
written of Erafias, that-he wasto.defirous to learn,’ that 1 would 
be fweet co him‘evén to dye , fohe might buc-be refolved ofckefe 


Sweet then fhoald ir be to:me-to- dye, thac I may nut only be-ze- 
folved of alimy doubts, but alioknow whee { neverbeforedid 
think of, and enjoy what befored never knew ? It was ahappy 
-dwelling chat the ewelve Apoftles had wich Chrit: to be always 


tyeae 


inhis Majelty > - 


my donbes , and defcribe to me the celeRial hubivations 2 How. 
- | miveh maredefirable mufticheeds be to hive with thefe bieifed 


doubtful queftions wherein he could noc ‘facishe himfelf’ Hew | nib 


Rowfeup thy : = and confider > Can the fore 7 


Pfal, 119. 97. 
Pal. 219. oz, 
79, 77, X. 


anf thall need chefe wrieten precepts and promifes.no ‘more! bat { 
ftead of chefe promifes, have the happinels in poffeffion ; and | ’ 


Difcendi adeo 


fuit cupidus, ut 
sori fuerit ip fi 
fave, mods cx 


| fet cxpedire. 
Melch, Adam. 
‘| in vita Erafti. 


. 
Cand al . 
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|fight.of chis glory make- others ‘embrace the dtake, and kifs che 
| fagot, and welcome the crofs , and refufe deliverance. And can 
[it nupmake chee cheerful under leffer fufferings 2 Can ic {weeten 
. os + s* thé flames to them? and can it not. 
: - fweeten thy life, or thy ficknefs,or na- 
A mirth but one and fealed up sei (ee, ‘tutall each? Ifa glympfe could make 
pwunae Sones hy Eh flea L ae io Mofeshis face to (kine, and Peter on. 
When thou fhak Look usour ofpain.. --«..- the mounr fotranfporred, and ‘Pail fo 
"And one afpeg of thine Gpesd in delighe; exalted, and fobs fo capt up in the 
More then a thoufand {un's disburleinlight = fpirit? Why thould ir noe fomewhat 
nebeits PoéniTe Gh revive me.with delight? Doubrle& | 

nS A Ge ould, if my choughts were more 
believing ¢ Is it not the fame Heaven which. they and I muft five 
lin? Ismet their God, their Chrift, their Crown and mine the 
_ [fame 2 Nay&ow many & weak woman, or poor delpifed Chriftian 
aye I feen, mean in parts, but rich in faith, who could rejoyce 
-and triumph in-hope of this inheritance 2 And fhall look upon it 
.with fo dim an eye ? So duila heart? So deje&ted a countenance? | 
fome faiall forecaftes alfo I have had my felf (chough. indeed {mall | 

- | and feldomethorow mine own belief) -and how mach more de- 
lightfal bave.they been,then ever was any of thefe carthly things? |: 
The full enjoyment chen will fure be fweee. Remember then this 
buach of Grapes. which. chou halt tafted of : and by them. con- 
“| je@ture che.fruitfulnefs of che Land of Promife. A. Grape ina, 

‘| wildeonefs . canmot.be like the plontiful Vintage, a G 

.Confider alfo, Omy foul.; What a beauty is there in the im- 
perfet Graces of the fpirit here? fo great that they are called the 
{Image of God.: and can any created exceellencie have a mare hp» 
| norablecitle? Alashow fmalla partare thefe of what we (ball | 
|-enjoy . in ous H erpinlreridd O how pretious a mercy fhould! 
efteemie, if God would but take off my bodily infirmities, and 
reftore me to any comfortable meafure of health and {trength, that 
I mightbe able with cheerfulnefs to go through bis wok ? How 
pretious a. mercy then will it-be, to have all my corruptlons, quite 
removed, and my foul pesfetted'; ard my body alfo raifed to fo 
high a ftare,. as I nowcan neither defire nor conceive 2? Surely as 
health of body, fb health of fou! doth carry an unexpreftible 
| fweernefs along with it. VVere there no reward befides, yet 
Cvery gtacious act isa reward and comfort. Never had I . leaft 


————————— 


a eee Ge ee : 
If thy frft glance.fo:powerful be, 


ee 
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{tirring of Love to God, but I felt a heavenly fweetnesS accompany- 


ing ic: even the vey a& of loving was uncxpreffibly fweer.-V Vbae |. 
ahappy life fhould I here live, could ] bye love as much as I would? | 


and as oft, and as long as I would? Could’! be all love, and 
always loving! O my. foul ; what wouldft thou give for futha 
life! Ohad I fuch true and clear apprehenfions of God; and fuch 
atrue underftanding ‘of his words as J defire ; Could 1 but truft 
himgs fully ia all my ftreights - Could I have that life which I 


+ | would have in every duty: Could I make God my conftane defire 


and delight ; I would not then envy the world cheirhonoss or 
pleafures ; nor change my happinefs with a (efar or ef lexander. 
Omy foul, what a bleffed ftate wilt thou fhortly be in, when thou: 
(halt have far more of chefe then thou canft now defise ? and. (halk. 
‘exercife all chy perfected graces upon God in prefence aad-epen 


BY 


fight, andnot inthe dark, and ag a diitance, as now: ~ 


And asthereisfo much worth in one gracious foul, fo' much |. 
'] more ina gracious fociety, and moft of all in the whole body of 
Chrift on earth: If there be any trve beauty on earth, where |. 
fhould it be fo likely as in the Spoufe of Chrift >. Ir is her: thav-he~ 
adorneth with his if ewels ; and feafteth at his table ; and. keepeth | 


for her always an open honfe and heart: he revealeth to hes his 
fecrets,and maintaineth conftant converfe with her he is:her con- 


‘ftant guardian, and in every deluge inclofeth her in his Ark: He 


‘faith coher, Thou art all beautiful, my beloved ! And is his Spoufe, 
while black,fo comely? Is the affli@ed,Ginning,weeping.lamenting, 


s 


perfecured Church,fo excellent? O 


what then willbe the Church, when With cloudy cares th’ en's nuffled up 

it is fully gathered and glorified? The others faceds full of pleafing {miles : 
For never grief, nor fear of any fit - 

aa ag Of che left care, fhall'dare come neer to it: 

ey of tears to Mount Sion ? VVhen > Tis the grand Jubile, che fexit of fealts, - 


V Vhen it is afcended from the yal- 


815 


art ened 


Da Bartas in 
the feventh 

day of the firft 
week. p. 1870 
fomewhiles, - 


it fhalifinno more: nor weep, nor Sabbaothof Sabbaoths,qndlefs Reft of Refts: 
groap > nor fuffer any more? The Which with the prephets and Apoftles zealous, 


Sfars, or the aN — a Be 
darkened fo much by the brightnefS 1,, sgeay'n we hone wich 
of the Sun, as the excellencies of the tes placate 


firft Temple will be by thie celeftial Temple. The-glory ofthe of | 
| Jerafalem will be darknefs and defasmity to the.g 
‘| Ie is faid in E2r, 3. 12. that when the foundations of the: 


fecond Temple were laid, many of the ancient men,. who had feen 


oryof the New.. 


The conftane Martyrs, and our Chriftian fellowes, 
Gods faithful fervants, and his chofen the¢p, 
rt time co keep, 


Nnonn 3 the} 
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the firlt houfe did neces e. becaufe che fecond did come fo fas 
| ftsore of in: what -caufechen fhall.we haye to fhtoar far joy, when 
we hall fee hoa glorious the heavenly Temple is, and remember 


__ 


4 


‘the meanefs of che Church on earth? eG.ae SS 
. Butalag, what a lofs am [at in che midft of my gontemplations ! 
‘I choughe my heart had all eltis while followed after, buc J fee it 
_ | doth nor ; Aad (hill I ler my Underftanding go on dloac ? or my 
rorigue cun on without Affections 2 what life 19 in empty thoughts 
and words? Neither God nor I finde pleafure in chem. | 
Rather-fet. me turn back again, and look, and finde, and chide 
this lazy loyrering heart, hac carneth off from fuch a pleafanc work 
jas this: Where Walt chou been,unworthy heart, while I was opcnigp 
| co thee the everlafting Treafures > Didftthou fleep? or waft thou 
minding fomething elfe ? or doft thou chink chac al] this is bur a 
Dream or Fable’or as uncertain as the predictions of a prefumptu 
| ous nba) a Or haft chou lof thy life and rejoycing power? Acc }- 
| shou not afhamed to complain fo much of an uncomfortable Ife, 
Tand co murmur at ‘God for filling thee with forrows, .when he of. 
| fereth thee in vain the delights af Angels, and when thon creadeft 
{ander foot: ehefe cranfcendent pleaferes ? Thou wilfully pinelt 
| away in grief, and are ready to charge thy Father with unkindnes 
‘| for. making thee onely a veffel of difpleafare, a Gok of fadnefs, a] 
| skinful of groans, a {now ball of tears, a channel for phe waters of 
affiftion to run in, the fuell of fears, and che carcafs which cares do 
confume and prey upon, when in the mean time thoy mighrek live 
{a life of Joy ; Hadit chou now but followed meclofe, and be- 
‘lievingly applyed chy felf.co chat which I have fpoken, and drank 
| in but half the comfort chatachofe words hold forch,.it would have 
made thee revive and leap for joy, and forget. thy Sorrows and di- 
menacing 30 ofthe flefh: bur feeing thou judgeft chy felf uo- 
worthy of comfort, itis jult chac comfort thould be taken {rom 
thee. ids fs ok s —— ig he te | | 9 
‘| Lord, whats the marter that this work doth go on fo heavily’ 
Did I think my heart had -becn fo backward-tq rejoyce ? If ic had 
| been to mourn, and fear, and defpair, it were a0 Wonder : J have 
| been lifting ac this ftone, and it will noc fis, I have been pouring 
- | Aqua Fite into the month of the dead - Thope, lord, by cha ime 
it comes to heaven, this heart by thy Spirit wilde quickned and 
| mended, or elfe even thofe Joyes will {carce-rejoyce me. 
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| ~ But befidesmy darkiefs, deadnefs, and unbelief, I perceive 
there isfomething elfe that forbids my full defired Joyes: This. 
is not the time and place where fo much is given: TRe time ist 
our Winter, and not our Harvelt; The place is calfed the Watley | 
of tears; there muft be great difference betwit the Way and e < 
the End, the Work and Wages, the fmatl foreraftes end full | 
fruition, | 7 - a rn a 
But, Lord, Though thou haft referved our Joyes for Heaven, yet 
haft thou not fo fufperided our Defires ! They are moft fuitable and. | 
feafonable in this prefent life, therefore, O help me to defire ent | 
I may poffefs, and lec me fong when'I cannot as I would rejoyce: } 
There ts love in Defire, as well as in Delight; and if Bbe not empty) 
of Love, I know I thall not tong beempty of Delight ————-_ | 3 
|" Rawée up thy felfonce more then, O my foul, and try and ex} 
ercife thy [piritua] Appetire ; though thou art ignorant ard eibe. +} °-- : 
fieving, yet art thou reafonable, and therefore mult necds défire a 
Happinefs and Reft : Nor canft thou fure be fo unreafonable asr0 ‘2 
drcam of attaining it here onearth : Thou knowclt to thy forrow | 
| chat thou are not yet at thy Reft, and thy own feeling dothcon- | 
vince thee of chy prefent Unhappinefs, and doft thou khow that} 
| thon art reftlefs, and yet art willing to continue fo ? Att thou nei: 
ther happy in decd, nor in Defire? Are thon neither well, ‘nor 
; -| wouldelt be well ? when my flcthis pained, and fanguifheth under 
: | éonfuming ficknels; how heartily and frequenly do Icry our, 0 
when hall I be eafed of this pain? when fhall my decaying 
| ftrength be recovered? Ther’s:no diffembling nor formality in. 
thefe Defires and Groans. How then fhould I Jong for my Fall 
| full recovery ? There is no ficknefs nor pain, nor weeping, nor 
| complaints. O when fhall I arrive at that fafe and quiet Harbor, 
where is node of thefe ftorms and waves and dangers ? when I (hall 
never more have a weary, reftlels. night or day ! Then thalt noc. 
my life Be fucha medley or mixture of hope and fear, of joy and 
forrow,as now it is; nor (hall Flefh and Spirit be combating with | . 
ini me, nor my foul be ftill as a pitched Field, or a Stage of conten. | 
tion, where Faith and Unbelief, Affiance and Diftruft, Humsity 
‘and Pride, do maintain a continual diftca&ting confi : then fhall| 
I not five a*dying life for fear of dying, nor my life be made un- | 
comfortable with the fears of lofing it. O -when (hall I be pat 
and griefs, and paffions - 
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Foolifh night- 


1 Chafesin Arras: Guilded Emprinels:  * Df oe fan 
Embroiderd Lies: " Nothing berween ewodihess fuaring, decewing flelh / When 


Plain Demonftrations, evident and clear, — - 
Fetching their proof even fram the very bone : 
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| | 


| Herbevts Poems, Dotagee © ._-«. When fhall I be ont of this frail, | 
Falfe glozing ee Casks of happinefs : _ this torrupuble, ruinous body ! 


: Womens, and Childrens wihhes: This fdul-concradi@ing , ef- 


~ (hall 1 be out-of this vain, vexa- 


»Thefeare the Pleaftures hese. Lae 
|. Trae earneft Sortows : Rooted Miferies : gous World ! Whofe pleafures 
‘| Anguith in grain: Vexaionstipe and blown: . . . ave meer. deluding dreams and 
| Stre-fgored Griefs: Solf{ Calamicies :  fhadows ; whefe miferics are 


real, numerous, and anceffant ? 
Thefe arc the Sorrows here, | How long thail I fee the Church 


| But, © she folly of diftra@ed men, | of Chrift fie trradden under she 
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* Asticonus 


avetulié prop 


quit, fi noffts 
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fit vefertns, ne 
4 fler quilinio 


tem bolleress 


| and laboring the downfal 


coin andirct fe: 


ter opes ei dige 
nitatemn beaturm 
predicart, Mea 
Ataterculay in- 


hie panniculus 
(viz. Diadems) 


quidem sattne, 


whe nin ae es aie eligt | - feet of perfecutors? or elfe asa 
P ing ‘like bruit s, aloathfom den caer ee eee en al 
Before curt § even that above foclear, wy in the hands of foolifh | 
Where arano Sorrews, butDeligins mererene = BUNC CS (though the fupream 


. Then Miferics are heres Matter doch moderate all for che 
: beft.) Alas,thae I maft ftand by 


1 aad fee the Church, and Caule of Chrift, like a Footbal in che 


midft of a crowd of Boyes, toft about in contention frony oneto 
another ; every one ronning, and fweating with fcolith violenee, | 
all chat are inhis way, and all ro ger 
it into his own powrr, that-he may have che managing of che work 
himfeif, and may drive ic before him, which way he pleafech ; and 
when all isdone, the beftufage it,may expect fromchem, is, But 
to be fpurned about in che dirt, cill they have driven ic on cozbe 
Goal of their private inrerelts, or deluded fancies:}: There is fonc 
| of this diforder inthe,Heavenly Fern/alem; there fhall J findea 
Government without imperfection, and obedience withour che 
feaft unwillingnefs, or rebellion ; even a-harmonious concenc of | - 
perfeted Spirits, in obeying ard praifing-their Everjafting Wing. 
© how much better is it to be a Door-keeper there, and ‘rhe fealt 
in thar Kingdom, then co be *:the Conqueror of Commander of | 
this camulcaous World? there.will our Lord govern all immediate. 
ly by, hienfelf, .and nor put the Reins in the hands of fuct ignorant 
Riders, nor govern by fuch fooith. and finful deputies, ds the bef 
of che fons cf men noware, - Deft thou: fo mourn for thefe in. | 
ferior diforders, O my foul? and yee -wonldft thou nut be‘our of 
it? How long halt thou defired to be a Member of a more perfea 
reformed Church?’ and to joyn with more hely, humble, fiacere 
fouls, inthe pureft and moft Heavenly worfhip 2 Why, doft rhou 
ee Sos | hot 
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not fee that on Earth thy defires flie from thee ? Art thou not as| 


a childe chat chinkech ro travel cothe Sun, when he feech ic rifing 


or fetting, as it were clofe co thé Earth; but as he travelieth ¢o- | 
| ward ir, icfeemsto gofromhim; and when he hath long weari- 
.| ed himfelt, it is as far off asever; forthe thing he feeketh, is in 
| another world. Even fuch hath been thy labor in feeking for fo] 
|holy, fo pure, fo a Society, as might afford theeacon-] - 
, | tenced fettlement he 


re. Thofe chat have gone as far ase/merica 
for fatisfaction, have confeffed chemfelves.unfatisfied ftill, When 


wars, and the calamities attending them; have been over,-I have 


faid, Recurn now my foul unto thy Reft: But how reftlefs.a 
condition hath next fucceeded ? When God had given me the en- 


joyment of Peace, and Friends, and Liberty of the Gofpel ; and 
\-had fectled’'me even as my own heart defired; Ihaveboens ready ' 


to fay, Soul take thy cafe and reft : Buc how quickly hath Provi- 


- | dence called me Fool? and tatight me tocall my ftate by another 
_{ same? When did I ever begin to congratulate my ficth its felici- 


ty, but God did quickly turn my tune and made almoft the fame 


| breath co end in groaning which did begin in laughter? I have 
thoughts oft-cimes in the folly of my profpericy, ([Now I will 
| haveone {weet draught of Solace‘and‘Content ¥] but. God hath 
‘dropped iathe Gall, while the‘Cup was at my mouth. . Weare 
. | Mill weary: of the prefenc condition, and defire a change ; and 
when we have ic, ie duth nocan{wer our expectation ; but our 
| difcontenc and reftieinefs is {tril unchanged. In time of peace, 
| wechoughe that war would deliver us-from one difquieements ; 
and when we faw the Iren red hor, we catched it inconfiderately, 
‘thinking chat it was Gold; till ic-burned us to the very bone, and 
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fo ftuck to our fingers, that we fcarce know yee whether we are | 


fo jong were we ftcangers to. ic, that we had forgotics name, 


| rid of-ic, or not. in. this our mifecy,-we long for peace; and | | 


and'begun to call it REST or HEAVEN: But-as foon| 


as we ase again -grown acquainted with ic, we fhall beccer 
bethink us, and perceive out miftake, =O, why-am'I.then 
no more weary of this weatmefs ?. and. why do. fo.-forget 
my refting place ? Up then, O my foul, in chy moft-raifed. and 
fervent defires 1 .Scay ‘not till this Flefh cant. defire ‘with ‘thee ; 
its Appetite hath a lower and baler object: Thy Appetite is not 


fenfitive, -buc rational ;. diftinét from. its; and therefare look 


O0000. not 


Jere. 30. 4, 


) "| northar Sen& fhould-apprehend .thy-bleffed object, and cell chee 
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what and whea ta.defire. Believing Reafon in the Glafs of 


Scripture may difcern-enough-co raife-the flame: And though Senfe 
apprehend ‘net that avbich malt draw: chy defires, yet that.which 


may drive them, icdoth wr apprehend, Ic can tell thee, chac thy 
_ | prefenc life is: filled with di 


. ce& and forcows, - though it canaor 
talitkee what isinthe werldtocoma, Thoumerdeft-noc Scripoure 
tocelithee, nor-Faizh to difcern, that thy bead -aketh, and thy 
ftomack is: fick, thy bowels griped, and-thy heart grieved; and 
fome of thefe, or fuch like, are thy daily cafe... Thy friends gbout 
thee gre grieved £0 fee. thy griefs, -and to hear thy dolorous groans 
and. Jamentations; and yet:.art thon loth so jeave this weful life 7 


isthis_ a dtate to be preferred before the Cejeftial glory 2 orisit 
better to be thus miferable from Chrifk, thenzo be happy wish 
| him? ‘or cant chou poffibly be fo unbelieving, asto doubr syke- 


Veber thac life bé any berter then this? Omy foul! donot ate 


dulne&-of thy -defies after Reft, accufe chee of moftdeteftabfe 


| ingcaticude-and folly 2, Mult chy Lord procure thee a Ref ar fo}, 
| dear 9 race, and doft thou no more value ic? Mult he purchafe thy 


‘Relt by.alife of labor aad forrow, ahd by the pange of a bitter, 
curled death? and »when all is-done, bad thou rather. be here 


| svithoncic? Mult hego before:to prepace fo glorions:a Mapfida 


for fuch awretch ; god act thou now loth tq go. snd poffeSir? 
muft his blood, and care, and pains be loft ? Ounthankful, unwor- 


'} thy foul / Shall the Lord of glory be.willing of thy.company, 
| and art thou unwilling of his? are they fc to dwell with God, 
{thac had sachec flay from him? Mouft: he. crown thee , and 
| ‘glerifte chee againft chy. will? or muft he yee deal more roaghiy 


with thy darking fle(h 2 and leave thee never a corner.inghy ruinous 
cottage for to cover.thee, butfise shee out of all, before.chon wilt 
away 2. Mult every Senfe bean inlet:co: chy forrows? and every 
friend become’ thy fcourge ?. and foks Meflengers be thy daily in- 
kelligencers ? and -bring chee. the: Curranto's of chy multiplied 
calanutées, before that cicaven; will feeu mere defireable then 
this Earth? Mult evéry- joyse.be the feat of Pain? and every 
‘Member deny thee aroomtoseltin 7? end thy groans be indicted 
from the very beart, ahd benes, before thon wilt be willing to 
Agave this Heth? -Mutt chy heavy burdens: be bound. uponchy back? 


| pand thy, fo-iavolerabje Paroxyims becomaincefianté and -thy.in- 


termitrent 
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+ | termicrent agueith woeshe tutned intoconcimal burning Feayers?: 

Yea, -maudt Bach: become 2 wry Hellto-rhee, before: thomvsle be 


ting 

of this 1 whati ié loathing; if chis bedave t -Laok. about thee; O: 
my.fowss bebold: ne molt Lovely: Greatute, cathe moltidegigeabic 
State; and tell: me, Where wold{t thou be, if: nor. with God?) - 


oyfon doth oft bring: the fareft death. So much-as the world. 
is loved-and delighted in, fo muchiit hurteth and endangerechy the: 
lover ; and if ic may not ‘be loved, why fhould it bedefired? If| 
thon. be applauded, it proves the moft contagious breath; and} 
how ready are the fails of Pride. to recetve fach winds? fo chacit 
frequently addeth to thy fin, but not one cubit to the feecare of 
thy worth: And if thon be vilified, flandered, or unkindly ufed, 
methinks this (hould not entice thy:love:! - Never didft thon fic by: 
the fire of prosperity and japplanfe bur chou hadi with it the -frhoke 
that drew. water from thy. 


birces >! My minde hath been pleated, but my body pained ; and} 
the wearinefs of the fleth, hach quickly abated the pleafures of che | as 
Spirie. - VVhen by painful ftadicS 1 have not difcovered the. truchy|, 2 
it frath been but a tedious way toa pri | 


trouble purchafed by coilfom wearying labors: Andif Ihave found } 
out the crath-(by Divine affiftance) I-have found but an expoled |. 
naked Orphan, thac Hath colt me much totakeinandcloath, and 

. : : .O0000 2 keep, 
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© pemini qaid keep « which: (though of noblé birth, yea, 4 Divine off-fpri 

Iceras de a i amiable ia nine stig worthy T confefs of better ee. 
cunvitia (ace. |eanment, yet) from men that knew not ics defcent, hath drawn 
rato dicere fale | Upom me theirenvy, and furious oppofition; and hath broughr 
bat: Quidam | the bligied Sodomites ( with whom I lived at fome péace before ) 
funt Anathe- | to ‘crowd : a me, and sa my cage I might La pe 
|my heavenly Guefts to their pleafure, and again ¢xpofe 
POE whom I had fo gladly and lately entertained ; yea, the a pei | 
Malem ego | of Ifraelhave been gatheréd ‘ againft me, thinking that the Alcar 
cum Philippo | which] built for che inrereft of Truth, and Unity, and Peace, hid 
Agathema — | been eretted ca the Introduction of Error and Idolatry: And fo. 
the increafe of Knowledg, hach been the increafe of Sorrow. My 


guietis ant fe-| to my felf, itis as a confuming fire, (hut up in my heart and bones. 
curitatis inve. | am asthe Lepers without Samaria,or as thofe that were forbidden 
nire poffumus, | co tell any min of thie- works of Chrift, .F am weary of. Forbearing, 
oie ot @)Ycannot ftay. If Irevedlie to che * world, Ican cxpe@ bur an on- 
seep pees oe welcome entertainment, and an ungrateful return: .Porchey have 
vati adoptio- | takenup theirftanding m religidus knowlédg already, as. if chey 
nem expedban- 


tes: Cum 4¥-| eo jlearn:_ They dare be no wiler then they are already, nor receive 
tem mortale bee | CeiV 


| ee they fhontd accufe their Anccftors and Teachers,’ of Ipnorance 
| exnc naWaerit | and Imperfe@tion, and themfelves fhould feem tobe mutable and 
djabolice frax- | uncon{tant, and to hold cheir opinions in Religion with referves. 


in a The mof preeious Truch not apprehended, doth feem to be Error, 


Gre pe And yet Truthis fo dear a friend it felf (and he chat fent it much 
| More 
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‘that here I have, is but a knowing in part ; and yet iccofteth me fo.| - 


this for the Erernal perfe@ Light ? and to change thy Candle, 


| or difrepet ; the contradi@ting of their words or humors, a dif-. 


fweetto thee,and their gifts are helpful ; Out are noc their corrup- | 


‘tations are ftrong, how quickly do they yield? what wounds. 
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more dear) that what ever I faffer 1 dare notftifle, or conceal it. | 


O what then are chefe bitter- fweet ftudies and difcoveries, corhe | 
everlafting views of the face of the God of Truth? The Light 


dear, that in a temptation I amalmoft ready-to prefer the quiet 
filent night, before fuch a rough cempeftuous day. But there I 
(hal! have Light and Reft together ,. and che quietnefs of che. 
night without itsdarknefs. I can never now have the Lightning. 
without the Thunder, which maketh ic feem mare dreadful then 
delightful. And fhouldft chou be Joththen, O my foul, co leave | 


for the glorious Sun ? and to change thy Studies, and Preaching, 
and, Prayihg, for the Harmonious Praifes, and. fruition of. che. 
Bieffed God? | Bot & coe Mee ee es 
“Nor will thy lofs be greater in the change of chy company, then 
of thine imployment. Thy friends here have been indeed thy de.. 
light: And have they not been alfo thy vexation, and thy grief ? 
They are gracious ; and are they ‘nocalfo finful ? they are kinde. 
and loving; .and are they not alfo peevith, froward, and foon | 
difpleafed ? they are humble; bue withal, alas, how proud! they 
will fcarce enduge to hear plainly of their difgracefl faults 5. they |. 
cannot bear undervaluing, or diftetpeet; they ischafter the good | ° 
choughts, and applaufe of others; they love chofe belt, that high-.. 
fieft efteem them; The miffing of acurtefie, a fuppofed Meighting. 


ference in opinion, yea, the turning of a ftraw, will quickly thew. 
thee the pride, and the uncertainty of thy friend. Thetre graces are {| 


tions bitter,and their imperfeGtions hurtful ? Though at a diftance 
they feem to thee moft Holy and Innocent; yet when they come 
necrer thee, and thou haft throughly tryed them, alas, what lly, | 
frail, and ffoward pieces are the belt of men! Then the snow lad, iL 
which thon didft admire, appeareth clouded with ignorance ;. aod 7 
the vertues that fo fhined as a Glow- worm in the mght, are {carce- |: 
ly to be found when thou feekeft them by day- light. VVhen temp-. 


have. they given to Religion by their fhameful falls ? Thofe that |: 
have been famous for their Holinefs, have been as infamous for |. 
cheir notorious hainons wickednefs 5 thofe that have been th 

CO 000 3 - deare 
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| deates> bolome friends ; chat have: prayed and ‘confetred with 
théep apdibelped thee:coward- Heavens, ant: by thefriférver, for- 
wardnefs,andheavenly tives, have {hamed chy coldkets; rd earch- 
linefsy and duinefs;; .whom-thou haftfingled-out, as ehe choice, 
‘frompaworld of profeffars.; -whom -thow add? the daify com. 
idaniods and dehphes..of chy: tifa; are nov forme-of them: fahh co § 
Dennkennefs, and fometo Whordome, fome-to Pride, Petfidiout. 
mefsand Rebellion ; aad forme. tothe inoft daninable Hercfies and 
Divifions 2? And hath thy very heart received: fuch-weunds from 
thy. friends? and yet.art thon fo loth to go: from-them to thy 
God? Thy friends chac'are-weak are lieclé uleful'or comfortable 
\ito.chee.: and:thofe that are {trong are the ablerto hurt thee ; and 
| the bef ifnothecdfully.ufed , will prove the worf.- The berter 
{and keener thy knife is,the fooner and deeper will ie cur thy fingers, 
‘if thoutake nos heed. Yea, the-very number of chy-friends isa 
burden and tronble co thee: every one fuppoferh he hath fome in- 
‘teselt in-thee, yeathe invereft of a friend, whiclis nora little : and 
| how infafficiets are thou. cO-fatisfie all cheirexpe@ations 2? When 
| itis much. if ghou-canit anfwer the.expeRations of one, If thou 
were divided mone. fo.many , 25 each: could have bur fittle of 
‘| chee, fo-chy felf and God (who fhould have moft ) will have none. 
And almoft every-one that ath not more‘of thee then’ thon cant 
ifpare.for all:, isready.tocenfure thee as-unftiendly , and-a neg. 
leéter of che ducy or refpedts which thou oweft chem: And fhonidft 
thou pleafe chem all,. che gain will npc be great; nor arcthon fare 
that they.willagainpleafechee, = go oie 
|. Awake chen, O. my dtowlic foul, and look: above this woild 
[08 forrows.s Halt thou born-the yoke of: afflictions from thy 
‘|'youth, aud.fo long. feleche fmacting red, and yet canft no becter 
und its meaning ? Is not every ftroke to drive thee hence? 
Jiang. is not. the: voice of the rod like that co Biijah, What dof 
| chou:here? Upaad away.. Dolk thou-forget that fure predi@ion 
iofzhy Lord, fre the wordd:ye- foall batie trouble: baein mse ye 
| foal have peace ?: The: fick chou halt found: true: by long cx: 
| pefience :. and of the latcr chowlialt had-a- {mall forerafte; but the 
perfect peace: is yet- before, which: till ic be enjoyed cannot be, 
Clearly. underitood, - a 
” Abny. dear Lord; 1 feel thy meaning y its written in my fleth | 


n aymeft ac, thy roddoth | 


drive ;! 
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Ats-engeavenin-my-bones+ My heart tho 
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drive; thy llkep cord of love doth draws and all tob 
felf: And istharall,Lord? is thar the worft? C 


‘ 


ah be out, my fielh would have theehok the door. ©. bleffed 


feems need full, 
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‘haft taifed me into fome degree of acquaintance with chy {elf 
But I befeectrthee, ftay no longer when this isdone. Scay nor cll 
\ fin hall gecadvantage, and my foul grow earthly by dwetting on 
thisearth? and my defires afid'detights inthee growdead; Bur 
| while [ mult be here, lec me be ftitt amending and afcending, make 
‘me {till becter,. and take meatehe belt. Ldarenot be fo impati- 
ent of living, asto importume thee co cutoff my sme, and urge 
thee to fnarch mre hence unready'; becaufe I know my everlafting 
ftate doth fo ntach depend on the improvement cf this fife. Nor 
‘yet would I ftay when my work is done; ‘and temaine here {in- 
\ ning When my brechren‘are triumphihg :'] am drowning im teares 
while they fwim injoyes; Tam weeping, while they ‘are finging ; 
Tamunder chy feec, whilagghey are in'thy bofome - ‘Thy foor- 
fteps btuife and break chis worm, while thoft Stars'do fluine in the 
_|Firmamenc of glory : Thy frowns ‘do ‘kill me, while they are 
quitkeggg by thy files: They are evef living and Tam daily dying; 
Theit joyes are raifed' by the knowledg of their éndicinefs, my 
riefs are enlarged by fil expecting more; while they poffe’s 
t one continued ‘car 3 Tbeat the fucceffive affadits of freth 
calamities ; One billow fals in the neck of anothér, and when I am 
tifing up from under one, another comes and ftrikes we down.Yct ! 
ai thy childe-as well asthey ; Chriftis my tread as welt as theirs : 
why isthere then fo great ‘a diftance ? How differently doft thou 
ufe us-when chon art Father to us all? They tic ‘at chy. cable, 
whillt I muft fland without the doors. “Buc I acknowledg the 
[equity of thy ways: Though We afl are children, “yer I am the 
Prodigal; and: therefore meeter in this remote cotmery tb feed 
ont-haskswhile they are always with thee and poffefs xhy gtory. 
Though we all are members, ‘yet nor the fame: they are the 
corigue and fitterco. praifethee; They ate the haridsand fitcer for 
thy férvice, Iam the feec and therefore mectér to tread on earth, 
and move ih.dirt; bit unfit to ftand-fo’neer the head as they, 
They were ontd thentfelves ittmy ‘condition;and F thai! thorcly be 
: | in theits.- They wére bp alee forrtie before they came-ro the 
_|highelt ; "They faffered before they ‘reigned ; They ‘came onto! 
breat tribulation, who ‘now are ‘ftanding before thy throne: 
And:(hall ‘not ¥ becotieene to come to the crown ‘as they did? 
and to drink of cheir-cup, before I fic with them in che Kingdom? 
The biefled: fouls of David, Paul; lnuftin, (alvin, Perkins, 
_— Bayat 


% A 


ae : : eee 


“| Bayne, Parker, Ames, Bradjhaw, Dod, Prefton Stongbton, Sibbes, 
| with all che fpiries of che juft made perfe@ , were once on earth as 
=. |Tam. now, as far from the fight of thy face and glory ; asdeep 
.. |in forrows ; as weak and fick and full of pains asI; Their fouls 
: |were longer imprifoned in corruptible flefh: I (hall go but the 
‘| way thac they all did go before me: Their houfe of clay did fall 
: |to duft,and fo muft mine. The world they are now in, was as 
: {ftrange co chert before they were. there, as-ic is tome, And 
|.am I better then all chefe precious fouls ? | am contented cthere- 


jter them away. WhenI look on them 
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Pal, ¢2. 3,2, 

: Phil, 3 19s 
20, 21, 

‘| 2 Cor, , 1,6, 

7,8, 

Col. 3.15253, 

4- 


- .. Not that we may not here 


mirth can think into fadnely; Team. ° 4) -.| sPattofthe cher: 
drown al its pleafures in a few penitent Bohr: as. hirds drink. and cher lift’ up the head : 
tears, and the winde ofafigh willfcace =... —, Se. mupft' we fip and think, 


—_ ; ‘Of becter drink, 
withait the. fpectacles of Ath, I. call, WYemay ait hs wt ead 


them nothing,as being vainty;jor wore... fot. 
then nothing, as vexadion. ‘Diet not this fich fo feduce my foul.” 
pee ’ Ppppp as 


a Sry 
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| ofthy-Spirit make it nog effe@teal, Mhalfnever teafon my foul ro 


+ | mesywhen all is warm-and green; I'am lothto be fo.confincd ; 


«| Lthall freely quie my earthly Cetf:. Some pleafire I have in my 
- .| Books, my-friends, and ‘in thine Ordinances’ 3 till thou. haft given 


| pare. with chefe: The Traveller will: hold his Cloak the Bite 
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as to make it prefer this weary life before the Joyes that are a.' 
bout thy Throne | And though Deathof ic felf be unwelcome | 
ito Nature, yet let thy Grace make thy Glory appear co mefo de. 
firabfe, that che King of! Terrors may Be the Meflenger of ty Joy; . 
O let not my foul be ejected-by vivlence, and difpoffefte L of ics | 
‘Habitation againtt its will, but draw it-forth co thy Self by che fe. | 
cret- power of thy Love, as the'San-(hine in tHe S ripg dtaws forth | 
ithe creatures from their: Winter Cells; meet it halfway, and entice 
Mac thee, as the-Loadftone doth the Iron; ‘and! as the greater 
‘flame doth attac¥ che fefs : ‘Difpel: therefore ‘the Clouds thac 
hide from me thy-Love, or remove the Scales that hinder mine 
Eves frombeholding Thee ;. for onely the beames that {tream from 
thy Face, andate forefight or tafte-ofthy great Salvation can make | 
a foul unfaitiedly to fay’, Nom Let thy Servant depart in 
| peace; Reading and Hearing will nof ferve; my meat isnot ftveet 
to my Gar, or ro my Eye, ite mult be a cafte or feeling that muft en- 
tice away my foul: Though arguing isthe means ro liced ing will, 
yetif thou:bring not the: matter to my hand, and'by the inflaerice 


be willing to depart. In the Winter, when its cold and dirty 


without, I aim loth-to leave my Chamber and fire ; but‘ia the-Sum- 


(hew me but the Summer fruits and - pleafiires of thy Paradife,. and 


me a talte of fomething more -fweet:, my -foul will:be loth to 


when the windes do blafter,and the forms affaule him, ‘bue when 
the Son thines hot, he will:caft ic offas a burthen ; fo will ny foul, 
when chou frewnelt, or art ftrange,be lother to leave this garment 
of fleth; but thy {miles would make me leave it'as my prifon ; burit 
is not thy ordinary difcoveries that will here fuffice; as the work is 
| greater, fo muft be thy help: Oturn-thefe fcars into Rrong de. 
ires,and this Jothnefs to:dge,into longings ‘after thee ! while I muft 
be abfent from thee, let my foul as heartily groan under chine ab- 
fence, as my pained body doth undet irs wane of: health: And let 
} Not thofe groans be counterfeir-or confttained, but fet chem come 
from a longing, loving heart,unfeignedly judging it beftto depart 
andbe with ‘Chrift : And if I have any more time to. fpend. on 


d 


| but fuffer the fi¢th to gtoan alone,and Jet me deftre that diy Which 
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earth, fer me live as without the worldin thee, as I have fometime 
lived as without thee in the world. O fuffer me not to fpend in 
Rtrangenefs to thee anocher day of this my Pilgrimage! while I 
have a thought to think, let me not forget thee ; while I have 
a tongue to move, lec ‘me mention thee wich delight; while: 
I have a bréath tobreathe, lec it-be after chee, and for thee;. 
while I haved kneeto berid, tet ic bow daily at thy Footftool : 
and when by fickriefs thou confineft me to my Couch, do thou 
make my bed, and number my pains, and put all my tears into thy 
Bottle. And as when my fpirit groaned for my Gns, the feth would 
not fecend it, but defited that Which my {pirit did abtiot ; fo now, 
when iny ficth doth gtoah mdertts pains,let not my fpirte fecond it, 


my fieth abhorréth, that my fitends may not with fo math forrow 
wait for the departure of my forl, a¢ my foul with joy thall wait 
for its ewn dépareure, and then let ine dye che death of the; 


Righteous, and let my faft' end be astiis, ever a remmdvall td ‘tha: 
Glory that hall never end : Send forth chy Convoy of Angels for: 
my departing foul, and let chem bring it among the perfected fpi- 
ritso she Jalt and let me follow my dear frieridsthat have died in 
Chrift before me; und when my friends are weeping over my 

rave, let my {pirit be repofed with thee in Reft; and when my 
Corps thall lye there rotting in the dark, let my foul be in the 
Inheritance of the Saints - ae : And ae oe — 
the very hairs ofmy head, do thou number all the dayes chat 


~~ 


eee ome eee 


my body lyes in the duft; and chou that writeft allmy members 
in thy Book, do thou keep an account ofall my fcattered bones : 
and baten, O my Saviour, the time of thy return, fend forth: 
thine’Angels, and let that dreadful, joyful Trumpet found ; de- 
lay not, left che living give up their hopes; delay not, left earth. 
(hould grow like hell, and left chy Church by divifion be crumbled | 
allto duft, and diffolved by being refolved into individual unites ; 
Delay not, left chine enemies get advantage of thy Flock, and left 
Pride and Hypocrifie, and Senfuality, and Unbelief fhould prevail ; 
againft thy litcle Remnant, and fhare among them thy whole : 
Inheritance, and when thou comeft, thou finde not Faith on 
the earth. Delay not, Ieft the.Grave fhould boaft of Victory ; 
and having learned Rebellion of its guelt, fhould plead pre- 
fcription, and refufe to deliver thee up thy due: O haften that 
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| great. Refurreftion Day !-whea thy command {hall go: forth, 
and none (hall difobey ; when the Sea and Earth fhall yield up 
their Hoftages, and all rhat flepr in che Graves fhall awake, and 
| the dead in Chrift (hall fir arife; when the feed that thon 
fowedtt cormptible, fhall come forth incorruptible; and. Graves 
{thac received but rottennefs, and retained bus duft, {hall se. 
| turn thee glorious Scars and Suns; therefore dare I lay. down 
| my carcafs ip. the duft, entrufting it, not to aGrave, but co 

Thee: and therefore my fieth fhall reft in Hope, till chou ratfe 
it tothe poffeffion of the Everisfing REST. Return, O 
Lord, how long ? O Iet thy Kingdom come ! Thy -defolate 
Bride faith, Come; for chy Spisit within her faith, Come, who 

teacheth her thus to pray with groanings after chee, which can- 
| got be expreffed; The whole Creation faith, Come, waiting to 
be delivered from the bondage of Corruption into the glorious 
liberty of the Sons of God: Thy Self haft faid, Surely Zcome 
quickly ; Amen, Evesfe come LORD FESUS. 


~‘ 
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= The Conclufion. | 


@ Hos, Reader, I have given thee my belt advice: for 
ASS the attaining and. maintaining 2 Heavenly. Conver: 
Bi Pose fation. The maner is imperfe; and too much 
= 2. XW mine own; bue for the main matter, I dare fay, I 
SOCOM received it from God. From him I deliver it thee, 
and his charge I lay upon thee, That thou entertain and prattife ir. 
If thou canft not do it methodically and fully, yer do it as thou 
can{t ; onely, be fare thou do it ferioufly aad frequently. “If thou 
wilt believe a man that-hath made fome fmall tryal of it, thou 
fhalt finde, it willmake thee another man, and elevate thy foul, 
and clear thine underftanding, and polifly thy converfation , and 
leave a pleafant favor upon thy heart ; fo chat thy own experience 
‘will make thee confefs, That one hour thus {pent will more cffe€tu- 
ally revive thee, then many in bare external ducies ; and a day in 
thefe contemplations will afford thee truer contenc, then all the 
glory and riches of the Earth. Be acquainted with this work, 


’ 
c 


and thou wilt be (in fome remote fort) acquainted with God: | ' 


Thy joyes will be {piritual, and prevalent, and lafting, according 


to the nature of their Blefled Ovjett; thou wile have comfort in |- 


life, and comfort in death : VVhen thou haft neither wealth, nor 


health, nor the pleafure of this world, yet wilt thou have comfort :. 


Comfort without the prefence, or help of any Friend, without a. 
Minifter, without a Book, when all meahs are denied thec, or. 
taken from thee, yet maift thou have vigorous, real comfort. Thy 

| oe EP PPPs 


wa 


“|. 
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| graccs: | 
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: contentious, coveteous world, but as a heap of Ants. - Mens 
| threatnings will be no terror to thee; nor the honors of this 
| world, any ftrongenticement: Temptations willbe more harm- 


| loft through thy laziness, (which God forbat) be it known to 


"| is it not almoft gone already ? Very fliorely chow wile fee’ thy 


| 10s paft recalling ! chere’snothing now, but Heaven or Pell bFore 
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es will be mighty, and active, and victorious; and the daily 
joy which is thus fetcht from Heaven, will be thy ftrength. Thon 
wilt be as one that ftandeth on, che: top of an exceeding high 
Mouarain ; he looks down en tht world asif it were quire below 
him: How fmall do the Fields, and,.VVoods, and Countreys, 
feem to him ? Cittes-and Towns feemi but tittle {ports . Titas 
defpitably wilt thou took on afl thingthere bétow. The greatet 
Princes’ will feem below thee bit asGrafhopperts ; and thebufic, 


lefs, as having lott cheir ftrength ;- and. AM@ions lefs grievous, 
ashaving loft their fting ; and every Mercy-will be better. known 
and relished. | 


Reader, it‘is, under God, ‘inthine own choitenow, whethir 
thon. wilt tive thusigeffed, or nor; and wherker all chis pains, 
which I- have taken for thee, thall profper orbe loft. 1f ithe 


thee, thoumvile prove the greateft foofer: thy felf.: If chon vale 
mot thts Heavenly Angelical fife, bow canlt thou fay chat-thoo 
valuelt Heaven? Andif thou. Value nocit; no wonder if thoa be 
fhut out. The powet-of godlinefs lieth im the adthags of uke 

ol: Tale: heed that thou Rick nov in’ the vain deluding form. 
O man! VVhat batt chouto minde, bus Ged and Heaven 2 Att 
thou not almoft oat of this. world already 21 _Dolt thou necloak 
every day, when one difeafe, or other, will lee one tty fot? 
Dorhnot the Bier. ftand ready to carry thee ro the Grave? - and 
the VY Vorms wait to. feed upon: thy face amd heart 2 Whiae if 
thy Pulfe mui beat a few ftrokes more? and what if chou have 
a few- more breathes to ferch, before thou brearhe oucthy fat? 
and what if thou have a few more niptts toflerp; before chon 
fleepinthe duft? Alas, what willthisbe, when it isgone? And 


glafs run out, and fay chy fclf, My fife is done! My clive #. gone! 


me !..O where then fhould thy beare be now, bue ia Meaven? 
Did&t thou but know what a dreadful thitig itis, to have attrange 
and doubrful chonght of Heaven; when.a man lies dying, 

| | — would 


Se = a_i itetiacene” _ -_— ‘o 


; expreffions, they ufnally are ferche from their. meer invention, 
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would fare rowze thee Up. And what other thoughts, but ftrange, 
canthat:man have, that never thought ferioufly of Heaven, till 


Familiggity and acquaintance comes not in amoment, but isthe 
confequent of Cuftom:, and: frequent Converfe. And ftrange- 
nefs naturally raifeth dread, as familiarity doth delight. What 
elfe makes 2 Fith or a wilde Beaft flie from .a man ; when do- 
‘meftickcCreatures take pleafore in fis company ? Sowilethow 
fie from.God' (if. thou kneweft how) who fhould be thy onely 
happine{s.,. if thou do not. get this ftrangenefs removed: in thy 
lifetime? Andisit not pity, that a childe (hould be ‘foftrange to 
his.own Father, .a¢cefear nothing more, then to go into his pre- | 
fence ? and to think himfelf beft; wher he ‘is furtheft from him ? |: 


face ofcaman-? Alas, hew little do’ many godly ones differ | 
from the world; cither: in‘ cheir: comforts, or willingnefs to ‘die ? 


of their comforts. Befides, a lictle verbal, or other outhde duties, | : 


bearing, the practice: ef mgny fms, How little.do the moftof the 
Roligious. differ From- other men ?. when:God ‘hath prepared fo 
vafta difference hereafter. If aword of Héaven fall in now and 
thenin their conference, alas, how flightly isit, and cuftomary, 
and heartlefs? And if their Prayers or Preaching. have heavenly 


or memory, or‘ Books; -and not from the experience, or feeling of |: 
theis hearts, O-what-2 life might mén‘live, if they.were but }: 
willing and diligent’!. God’ would have ‘oiir joyes ole far. more-|' 
then our. forrows.; yes; he would. have us: to have no forrow, | 
but what-cendeth to jey; and‘no more then our fins: have made |: 
necefasy for ourgood. How much ‘do thofe Chriftians. wrong:|) 
Godand themfelves , chat: either make their. thoughes. of God. 

the’ inylet of: their forrows, or let thefe.offerod: joy eslie- by; ab 
neglected or — ?' Some there be thar fay; Jt .ipgnotiwortin 
fo muchrtime anid trouble, tov think ‘of thie greatnelg of the joyes 
above ; fo we.carr make fare they are ours, wé. know.they-are 
great, But as thefe men obey not the Command of God, 
which requireth them to, have their Converfatiog in. Heaten , 


then? Every mans firft thoughts are ftrange about all things : | 


and to flie from his face, as a wilde Creature. will de from: the | . 


and..t0. fet their Affeftions ‘on things ‘above ; ‘fo do they i 


841 


and all becaufe they live fo ftrange toethe place, and Fountain |: ° 


or. talking of controverfies' and do@trines of Religion, or fon.| 
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| fully make their own lives miferable, by. refiing the delights 

that God hath fec before them. And yet if this were all, it. were 
afmaller matcer; if ic were but the lols of their comforts , 
I would noc fay fo much:. But fee what abundagce of 
other mifchiefs do follow the abfence of thefe Heavenly De- 
lights. | | 


 Firft, Te will damp, if not deftroy, our very love to God ; 
fo deeply as we apprehend his bounty, and exceeding love to us, 
and his purpofe to make us eternally happy, fo much will -ir raife 
ourlove : Love to God, and delight in him, ate ftill conjun, 
They that conceive'of God, as on® that défireth their blood and 
damnation,cannotheartilylovehim, sit 


‘Secondly ; It will make us have feldom and unpleafin 
| thoughts of God; for our thoughts will follow our love cad 
delight 6 © eae | 


"Thirdly, And jit. will make men to have as feldom and on 
pleafing fpeech of God: For who will care for talking of that 
which he hath no delight in? What makes mén fill talking of 
worldiinefs or wickednefs, but that thefe are more pleafanc to 
themthenGod? ee 

_ Fourthly, Je will make. men have no delighe in che fervice of 
God, when they have'no delight in God, Nor any {weet thoughes 
of Heaven, which is the end of their fervyices. Nowonder if fuch 
Chriftians complain, That chey are ftill backward co Duty ; that 
they have no‘ delight in Prayer, in Sacraments, or in Seripcare it 
felf: If thon couldft once delight in God, thou wonldft tafily 
delight in duty, efpecially, that which bringeth thee into the 
neercft converie withhim: But till. chen, no wonder if thoabe 
weary of all; (further ‘then fome excernal sxcellency: may give |. 
‘thee a carna) delight.) Doth’ hot this cavic magy.Chriftiansto go |. 
.0n fo heavily in ‘fecret duties > like the Ox ia the Farrow, hae 
will go no ‘longer then’ he is driven, “and is glad water be is 
unyoakédp ee ee ee ee a ye 
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judgments, concerning the ways of God, and- means of Grace, 


when they have no delight in God and Heaven. . Though it be] : 
faid, Perit omne judicinm cumres tranjt inaffettum, That Judg-| 


ment perifheth, when things pafs into Affection; yet thacis: but 
when Affection leadeth the Judgment, and not when ic followeth.. 
Affection holdeth its object fafter then bare Judgment doth. The 
Soul will not much care for chat Truth, which is not accompanied 
with fuitable goodnefs ; and it will more eafily be drawn to believe 
that to be falfe, which ic doth not delightfully apprehend co be 
ood; which doubtlefs is no {mall caufe of the ungodlies pre- 
judice, againft the waysof God, and of many formal mens dif 
like of extemporate Prayers, and of a ftri& obfervation of the 
Lords day: Had they atrue delight in God, and heavenly Things, 
it would reétifie their judgments better . chen all che argaments in 


the world, Lofe this delight once, and you will begin to quarrel 


with the Ordinanccs and Ways of God, and to be more 


offended at the Preachers imperfections, then profited by the | 


Doétrine. 


Sixthly, And it is the want of thefe Heavenly Delights in | 


God, that makes men fo entertain the delights of the fleth : This is 
the caufe of moft mens volupruoufnefs,and flefh- pfeafing. The Soul 
will not reft wichouc fome kinde of delights: If ichad nothing to 


delightin, eitherin hand, or in hope,it would be in a kinde ofHell |. 


on Earch, vexing ic felf with continual forrow anddefpair. Ifa 
Dog have loft his Mafter, he will follow femebody elfe. Men 
mult have cheir {weet Cups, or delicious Fare, or gay Apparel, or 
Cards, or Dice, or Flefhly Lutts, to make tp their want of de- 
lighe in God: ( How.well thefe will {erve in ftead of God, our 
ficthly youchs will be becter able to tell me, when we meer ac 


Judgmenr.) If men were acquainted with this Heavenly Life, |. 
there would need no, Laws againit Sabbath breaking, and riocouf- | 


nef;; nor would men need to go for mirth toan Alehoufe or a 
Tavern: They would havea far fweerer paftime, and recreation 
acerer hand. | : : 


Seventhly alfo, This want of Heavenly Delights, will leave 


men under the power of every Affton; they will have nothing | 


co comfort them, and eafe chem in their fufferings, but che empty, 
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oncifedtosl pleafures of etic eth ; and when thats gone, where 
thenis their delight ? nb 8 Boy 


. Bighthly, Alfo it will make men fearful, and unwilling to die - 
Fer who would goto a God, ora place chat he hath nodetigh 
in? of; who wonld leave hispleafure here, except it were to go 
co betcer? O; if the people of God would learn once this Hea- 
ivenly Life, and take up their delights in God, whileft they live, 
they wauld not tremble, and ‘be difconfolate at che tidings of 


_ 844 


~ Ninthly, Yea, this wantof Heavenly Delight, doth lay men 
operi to the power of every Temptation: A little ching will tice 
a man from that which he hath no pleafore in. 


, ‘ ; : e 
_ Tenthly, ‘Yea, it isa dangerous preparative to.total Apoftacy. 
A man willtardly tong hold on ina way that he hath no delight 
in; nor ufe the means, if he haveno delight inthe end : Buc asa 
Bealt, if you drive him a way that he would.nor go, will be turn 
ing onc at i gap. If you be Religious in your ations, and be 
come overto God 1n your outward Converfation, and not in your 
.| delight, you willthercly be gone., if yourcrial be ftrong. How 
many youtig peopte have we known, who by good education, or 
the perfwafion of friends, or for fear of Hell, have been awhile 
kept upamong Prayers, and Sermons, and good company, asa 
e. | Bird in-a Cage; when, if they durft, chey had rather have been 
| un an Adehonfe, or at their fports; and at laft, they have broke 
‘loofe, when their reftraine was. taken off, and have forfaken the 
‘way thac they never cook sige 8 in. You. fee chen, that itis 
not a matter of indifferency ,, whether you entertain thefe Hea- 
venly Delights, or not; nor is the lofs of your prefent comfort, 

all:the mconvenience that follows the neglect. 


_ And now Chriftian Friends, I have here fined you out a Hea- 
venly'precious Work; would you but do it, ic would make you 
'menindeed: To delightinGod, is the work of Angels, and the 
‘contyaty isthe work of devils. If God would perfwade you now 
to sfiake con{cience of this duty, and-help youin it’ by the bieffed 
influence of his Spirit, you would not change your ifves with che 


—————— 
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gseatell Prince om the Barth, - But 3 am afcaid, if I my judg of 
your hearts by the backwardnels of my ows, shar it will prove | 
] @hacd ching to perfwadeyon to the werk, and that much of this |. 
| my labor will be loft, Pardon my jealonfie; itisraifed npon too 
many and fad ¢xperiments. What fay you ;, Do you refolve on, 
| this Heavenly courfe, orne? Will you let go all your finful Alethly 
pleafures, and daily feek after thefe higher delights ? I pray thee 
= a the — = nay of it, and refolve.on the duty, 

efore thou ‘go further.———Let chy Family perceive, let 
Neighbors perceive , let thy Confcience proms yea, ket God 
perceive it, that thou art a man thac haft-chy daily Converfa- | , 
tion ia Heaven. God hath now offered tobe thy daily delight: , 
Thy neglect is chy refafal. What ? Refufe detight ? and fucha 
Delight ?+If I had Pa oon you onely 2 courleof Mctan- 
choly, and Fear, and Sorrow, you might better have demur’d on 
ie. Take heed what thou doft; Refulethis, and refufe all: : Thou 
muft have Heavenly Delights, or none that arelafting. God is 
willing chat thou fhouldft daily walk with him, and fetch.in con- 
| folations from the Eyerlafting Fountain ; if thou be unwilling, 
| even bear thy lofs: And one of thefe days, when thou lieft dying, 
then feek:for comfore where then canit get iz, andmake what 
fhife for-contentmenr thou canft : Then fee whether thy flefhly. 
delights will ftick co.thee, or give thee the flip ; and then Con- 
écience, ‘in defpight of thee, fhall make thee remember, That 
| shou waft once perfwaded toa way for more excellent pleatures , 
that-would have fallowed. thee through death, aad have lafted 
thee. co Eyerlafting. What.man will go.in rags, that may be 
clothed with the belt? orfeed on pulfe, that may feed of the 
beft ?. or geen oe with the vileft, thac may be a companion 
to the beft ? and admitted into. the prefence, and favor of the 
greateft? -And fhajl wedelight fo nmch in our clothing of fieth ? 
and feed fo much on che vain pleafores.of Earth ? and accompany 
fo much with fin and fimners ? When Heaven is fet open, as.it 
were, to-our daily view, and God doth offer us daily admitcance 
inco his prefeace ? O-how is the shfeen God negletted ! and 
the unfeen Glory: fesgotten, sod.made light of ? and all becanfe 
‘| they areanfeen! and for waat.of that Faith, which is the Sub- 
| ftance of things hoped for, and the Evidence of chings that are 
not fen?” “e - 
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2. _ But 
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. Bat for yon, fincere Beleevers, whofe hearts God hath weaned 
from allthings herebelow, Ihope you will value this Heavenly 
Life , and fetch one walk daily inthe New Persfalem! I know 
God is your Loves and your defire; and I know you would fain 
be more acquainted with your Saviour ; and I know it is your 
| grief, thac your hearts are not more neerhim ; and chat they do 
no more feelingly and paffionarely love him, and delight inhim. 
As ever you would have all chis mended, and enjoy your defires, 
O. try-this Life of Meditation on .yoor Everlafting Reft! Here is 
the Mount e4rarat, where the fluctuated Ark of your Souls muft 
Reft. Orlet the World fee by your Heavenly Lives, That Religion 
lieth in fomething more then Opinions, and Difputes, and a task 
of. outward Duties: Lee men fee inyou, what a Lifethey mutt 
‘| aim at. If ever a-Chri@ian be like himfelf, and anfwerable to his 
Principles and Profeffion, itis when he is moft ferious, and lively 
in this Duty, when, as CWofes before he died, went up into 
Mount Nebo, to take a furvey of the Land of Canaan; fo the 
Chriftian doth afcend this Mount of Contemplation, and take a 
furyey by Faith of bisReft. He looks upon the glorious dele@- 
able Manfions, and faith, Glorious things are defervedly fpoken 
of chee, O thou Cicy of God : Heheareth, as it were; the melody 
of the Heavenly Chore, and beholdech the excellent employ- 
ment of thofe Spirits, and faith, Bleffed are the people thar are 
in fuch a cafe, yea, bleffed are they that have the Lord for 
\ theirGod: Henexe looketh to the glorified Inhabirants of that 
Region, and -faith, Happy art thou, O the I/rael of God, a 
| people faved by the Lord, the Shield of chy Strength, the Sword 
of thine Excellency. When. he looketh upon the Lord himfelf, 
-who tstheir Glory, he i$ ready with the reft, co fall down and 
worlhip him that liveth for ever, and fay, Holy, holy, holy, Lord 
God Almighty,. which wa$, and is, and is tocome; Thou art 
.worthy, O Lord, to receive Glory, and Honor,and Power. When 
he Jooks.on che Glorified Saviour of the Saints, he is ready to fay, 
eAmen, co that new Song, Blefixg, honor; glery, and. power be to 
hins that fittethon the Thrones and to the Lamb for ever and ever-; 
for he hath redeemed us out of every Nation by his blood, and 
made us Kings, and Prieftsto God. “When he Jooketh back on 
{the Wilderness.of chis VVorld,. he bleffech the believing, patient, 
defpifed Saints ; he pitieth the ignorant, obftinate, :miferable | 
: a: | VVorld; 
aaa arenas, aaa TTT Gc |G |) | ae 


a weal Se he sie ee >», 


| heare. And asthe pretty Lack doth fing moft fweetly, and never 


€ 


| yet afleep with my Lampunfurnifhed; but-waiting, and longing 


- ed = 


Pea ero, => 
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World; and for himfelf, he Gich as Peter, It 1 good to be here; 
oras David, It 1s good for me to draw'neer te Gods for all thofe 
thae ace far from him, {hall perifh. a : 


Thus as Daniel ia his captivity, did three times a day openhis 
window toward fers/alem, though far out of fight, when he 
went to God in his Devotions; fo may the believing Soul. in this 
captivity to the flefh, look towards fersfalem which is.above : 
And as Paul was to the Coloffians, fo may he be with che Glorified 
Spirits, Abfent in che fichh, but prefent in Spirit, joying in behold- 
ing their (Heavenly) Order. And as Divine Buchofcer in his laft 
Sermon, before his deach, did fo fweerly defcant upon thofe 
comfortable words, Pohs 3.16. [Whofoever beleeveth in him foall 
not perifh, but have Everlafting Life. | That he raifed,and ravith- 
ed the hearts of his (otherwife fad) hearers: So may the Medi- 
cating Beleever do, (through the Spirits affiftance) by his own 


ceafe her pleafanc ditty, while fhe hovereth aloft, as if (he were 
there gazing into the glory of the Sun; but is fuddenly filenced 
when fhe falleth to the Earth: So isthe. frame of the Soul, moft 
Deleétable and Divine, while ic keepeth in the views of God by 
Contemplation: But, alas, we make there coo fhort a ftay, but 
down again we fall, and lay by our mofick, = 


Bur, O thou, the Merciful Father of Spirits, the Atcractive of 
Love, and Ocean of Delights, draw up thefe droflicheagts unto 
thy felf, and keep them ghere, till they are 1 poset and re- 
fined; and fecond thefe thy Servants weak 


in daily ferious Breathings after chee, and in2 Believing, AffeAi- 
onate Walking with thee: And when thou comelt, O let me be 
found fo doing $ not hiding my Talent, nor ferving my Flefh, nor 


for my. Lords return. That thofe.who fhall read thefe Heavenly 
Directions, may not read onely the fruit of my Spudies, ‘and the 


| devors, and per- } 
| fwade thofe that read thefe lines, to the practice of this Delightful, 
Heavenly Wotk. And, O foffer not the Soul of thy moft ‘un-- 
worthy Servant tobe aftranger to thofe Joyes which he-unfold- | + 
eth to thy people, orto be feldom in rhat way,which he hath here | _ 

lined out to others: But, Okeep me while I tarry on chis Earth, 
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praduct of my fancy; .bue the hearty breathings ef my aRive 
Hope and Love: That ef my heart were open to their vine. they 
might there read the fame molt deeply engraven, with a Beam 
from rhe Face of the Sonof God; and not finde Vanity, .or 
Luft, or Pride within, where the words of Life appeat wichout : 
That {o thefe lines may not witnefs agiinft me; but Proceeding 
from the heart.of the Writer, may be effe@ual chroueh chy 
Grace, upon the heart of the Reader’; and fo be the favor of 
Eifecto both. deem oe | | 


qo Gil be God in the bighef 


. n Earth Peace: 
; CGrood-wil towards Men. 
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- In the Conclufion a His 


Concent of Son ipture Ce: | 


ame the New-ferufalem, and 


the Everlafting Sabbatifm meant in my Text, 
as | hegun here, and em Heaven. | 


BCR me 6 2%. Heb.12. Though uch | 

i? Pinca things are {poken concern- 

; — City of God, the perfeftion. 

ah ereof cannot be feenin this Vale of 

Tears,yethere God wipeth all tears from our eyes,and 

each biefling -is here a Fhe name of this noch 
mu 


much helpeth Few and Gentile,to {ee the ftate of peace : 
j for thisis called Ferufalem, and that in Canaan hath 
| Chrift deftroyed: This Name fhould clearly have 
caught both the Hebrews not to look and pray daily for 
} co return to Canaan, and Pfeudo-Catholikes not to fight 
for fpecial holinefs there: We live in this by Faith, 
—fand not by Eye-fight, and by Hope we behold the 
| perfedtion: OF this City Salvation isa Wall, goodly 
as Jafper, clear as Cryital, the foundations are in 
{number twelve, of cwelve pretious ftones, fuch as 
Aaron ware on his breft, allthe Work of the Lambs 
twelve Apoftles.: the Gates are twelve, each of Pearl, 
upon which are the names of the twelve Tribes of 
Ifrael, of whofe Faith all muft be which enter in- 
Twelve Angels are conductors from Baft, Weft, North 
and South, eventhe Stars of the Churches : The City 
is {quare : of Burgeffes fetled for all turns. Here God 
| fietech-on a Throne like Jafperand-Ruby, Corhfortable 
and Juft; The Lamb ts the Temple, that a third 
Temple fhould not be looked for to be built: Thrones 
[twice twelve are for. all the Chriftians born of Ifracls 
|{twelve, or taught by the Apoftles, who for dignity 

| are Seniors, for infinity are termed but fout and twenty, 

- {in regard of fo‘many Tribes and Apoftles. Here the 
Majefty is Honorable, as at the delivery of the Law, 
\from whofe Throne, Thunder, Voyces, and Light- 
nings do proceed: Here oyl of Grace is never: want- 

3 ing, but burning wich feven Lamps, the fpirics of 
*ranud in \" Aefias, of Witand Wifdom,-.of Gounfet and Cou- 
Sanedvim, | tage, of Knowledg and Underftanding, and of the Fear 
lfirsb” | due tothe Eeernal: Here the Valiant, Patient; Witty 
"=" Land Speedy, with fharp Sight, are winged as thofe Se. | 
raphims that watred on Chrift, when ten Calamitics, | 
and weer deftruction was told for the low Feru/alem:' 


Pee | sees They | 


——————————— 


They ofthis City are nor-as J/raat afcer.che defh,which 


bur the(e Redeemed with his pretious-blood;: are full of 
Eyes, lightned: by Lamps; the glory of. Pehavabsand, 
‘behold Chrift through all the..Prophets, aperformes 
of our Faigh, fealed of God, Sealer of all Vifion, 
opener of Seals forthe Stories of the Church. Here is 
thecrue Light where the faved walk, hicher Kingdoms 
bring theirglory, hither the bleffed Nations carry their 
Jewels ; This is a.Kingdom uncorrupted, which fhall 
not be given toa ftrange and unclean people; they mutt 
be written in the Book of the Lamb,and chofen of eter- 
nity, fanctified of God, which here are Citizens ; 
| Through this. there gufheth a ftream better then: the 
four in Eden; a ftream of lively waters by belief in 
. | Chrift, as chofe waters flowing from Lebanon: Here is 

\ that Tree of Life inthe midft of the Paradife of God, 
with léaves to heal the Nations that will be cured 


Life, the morning ftar, whice Cloathing, and the white 
Stone, whereina name is written equal tovall the Law, 


Paradife was glorious,this is better,and as Avofes began. 
with the Terreftrial, fo the holy Word endeth inthe 
| Celeftial , thar to Wheels fill of eyes may the Writ of 
| Trath be compared : The fall concent and melody of 
Prophets and Apoftles, how their Harps are el on 

| Mount Sien,it will fully appear in the full fight of Peace, 
iwhen cur badies are made conformable to Chrift his 

' glorious body inthe world to come,and our eyes fhall 

* ‘fee the Lord in that S/o#.For that Coming, 0 thou whom 
imy foul loveth , be like to the Roe wponthe mountains. 
Reerre — Amen 


i 


would not fee, forall che Wonders that opr Lord. did ; Ls 


while it is {aid to day, with twelve fruits to give food 
coatinua'ly,to fuch as feed alfo upon the hidden Manna, | 
| who after death receive the Crown of Juftice and 


Deut.27,2. The firft feae of the firft Adam inthe firft. 


Dan.2.44. - 


E { 3.4. 
eel. P 


Joh7 38. 
Cant.4.1§. 


Apoc 3. 
Philgs-7. 


2.Tim.4 8, 
Apec. 3 


Apoc. 3. 


Phil,3.21, 
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~ __ [helinefs worfhip thee, co whom the Angels alway ge 
holy Worfhip, faying, Praife, and Glory, and Wife 
an Thaiks,. and Honor, and Power, and Might be wnce ow 
God for evirmere, ‘Amen. = | | 
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Ome Lord ,. my rhe ad doth buy » my heatt i is fick, 
: ‘While thou doft ever, ever ay ; | 
_ | Thy long deferrings | wound ae ri fe ick 5 za aie ae 


Westie 


” galpeth ight and 

Po ei ie ie a 
| | o take map 0 1a fe Loe 
| How canftthouttay, ‘ confidering. ghe pace © 


| The blood did make'which thou didft wafte ¢ 
; When I'bchold ic tricklin down thy. faces preg se 


Inever faw thing Ae uch-haft. me fo *, 
| a (0 few thy felf t0 mes, re 
, _ Or tehame ny 60 thee ee 
oo es OResre a - When 


When man was lott, thy pie lookt abous, 

To fee what help inth’ earth or ski¢ ; , 
| But there- was none , at leaft no help wichouns - 

| > The ea did inthy bofome lye. 


O fhew thy felfto me, 
Or take me ede to thee, | 


! There lay thy Son: and mutt he leaye char nef, 
| That hive of fweetnefs, to remove 


Leave ‘one on ai fot thy lave ¢. 
‘O [hew thy felf t0 me,” 
~ On take me ap to thee, 


| He. did, he came: O my Redeemer dear, 
After all this canft chou be ftrange ¢ 

| So many yeers baptiz'd, and not appear ? 

| Asif ns could fail or change. 

Por tet amet cate gD POW thy felf t0 me, 


| Yee if thon ftayett Rill, thy: muft I ftay ¢ a 
| My God, what isch Worldro me2 Lo 


Away; I mtr periip and fee. 


_.,.,1 0 fhew thy felf tome, — 
ee . Or take me wp: to thee, 


That chain's us by the teeth fo faft + 
What is this woman-kinde, which ican wink 
Into a blacknefs and diftafte?: . 

eycea O fhew thy felf to me, 
oe Or take me upto thee. 


. | Thraldome from thofe, who would notat a feaft ° 


Or take me wp to shee, | . as 


| This world of wo: >' Be te; alt yt clouds, om | 


* 


What i is this: weaty, world 3, “this meat ‘and avin, b : 


ETRE aS I-SCanur angen || “wewervermrar” 
With one {mall figh thou gav’ft meth other da | 
‘IT blafted all-chejoyesabourme, " 
And {couling on them as they pin'd away, 
Now come again, faid I, and flout me. 
_-- Ofhew thy felf ta me. 
Or take me up toshee. 


Nothing but drought and dearth , but bu@iand brake | . 
| Which way fo ere I look, I {ee : : 
Some may dream merrily ; but when they wake 
- They drefs themfelves, and come to thee. 
OO fbew thy felf to me, 
Or take me up to thee. 


We talk of Harvefts : there are no fuch things, 
But-when we leave our Cornand Hay : ; 
| There is no fruitful yeer, but shat which bring’s 
|.) The daft and lov'd,though dreadful day.. 

ee - Ofbew thy felf to me, 


Or take me up to thee. 


1O loofe this frame; this knot of manunty, 
That my free foul may ufe her wing, 
| Which now is pinion’d with mortality ° 
 Asanentangled, hamper'd thing. 
: _—— O foew thy felf to me, 
- ortake menp forge. . 


4 What have I left that I fhould ftay andgrone? 
The moft of me to Heav'n is fied - 
My thoughts and joyes are all pack’t up and gone,’ 
| And for their old acquaintance plead. 


O fhew thy [elf te me, ! 
| Or sake me up to thee. a xs 
| , Rrrerrv 3 __ Come: 


in +. 
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Come deareft Lord , pafs noe thisholy featnn, 
My fichh and bones and esky me _ a 
And even my verte, when by the rhivive and reaf 
_ The word is, Stay, fay's ever, Come. . isi 
O fhow thy felf tx me, 
~- Ob take wse up to'thee,. 
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*| Df you will reade nothing but What Was intended by the eAuthor, 
- amend thefe mifprintings : The reft are but {mah 
Age 8. line 14. blot out [Sect 7.] p.9- for [your] reade [their] p 8x. 1. 3. for 
[prap]} r. [proper] p.85.1.15. r.[ Colluvione] p.87, 1.2%. after [be] add [fo] 
* p.9 5.3. fer [when] +. [whem] p.96./.37. for [in] r.[co]} p.97. 1.8. blot out 
[to] p.go-lult. after [Reft} add [is] p.145.4.10, blot out [with] p. 16%, L22. be- 
fove [thee] put making] p,200..21. for [former] r. [formall] and in the Margin 
Lag.for[ fed) r. [ fue] p.r40.1.37. for [which] r. [what] p. 242. /.26. for [Ato 
nenfis] vr. [ Aponenfis] and in the Margin, for [Grainerius] +. [Guaincrius] p.269. | 
1,14. for (mortall] vr, [morall] p.389, /.23. for [Promifes] +. [Premifes] p. 394. 
Lax for [dittinguifhed}r.[extinguithed]p, 5174.23. for Pebugius |r.[ P Augsus} | 
p.$ 301.7. before [think] write [that] p. 543.118. for [your] r. Lour] 7.648. 15. 
for [Heavenly bleffing] r. [Heaventy believer] p.665.l, 20. for [things] +. [this] 
p.674.!.48. for [waiting] r. (writing ] p. 202.9. for [they] r. [the] p.763.d.15. | 
fa ei) {with} 7.776.316. for [whole] r. [whele] p.728./.3. for [pro- 
e} r. [premife] a . ms . 
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